Google 


This  is  a  digital  copy  of  a  book  that  was  preserved  for  generations  on  library  shelves  before  it  was  carefully  scanned  by  Google  as  part  of  a  project 

to  make  the  world's  books  discoverable  online. 

It  has  survived  long  enough  for  the  copyright  to  expire  and  the  book  to  enter  the  public  domain.  A  public  domain  book  is  one  that  was  never  subject 

to  copyright  or  whose  legal  copyright  term  has  expired.  Whether  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  may  vary  country  to  country.  Public  domain  books 

are  our  gateways  to  the  past,  representing  a  wealth  of  history,  culture  and  knowledge  that's  often  difficult  to  discover. 

Marks,  notations  and  other  maiginalia  present  in  the  original  volume  will  appear  in  this  file  -  a  reminder  of  this  book's  long  journey  from  the 

publisher  to  a  library  and  finally  to  you. 

Usage  guidelines 

Google  is  proud  to  partner  with  libraries  to  digitize  public  domain  materials  and  make  them  widely  accessible.  Public  domain  books  belong  to  the 
public  and  we  are  merely  their  custodians.  Nevertheless,  this  work  is  expensive,  so  in  order  to  keep  providing  tliis  resource,  we  liave  taken  steps  to 
prevent  abuse  by  commercial  parties,  including  placing  technical  restrictions  on  automated  querying. 
We  also  ask  that  you: 

+  Make  non-commercial  use  of  the  files  We  designed  Google  Book  Search  for  use  by  individuals,  and  we  request  that  you  use  these  files  for 
personal,  non-commercial  purposes. 

+  Refrain  fivm  automated  querying  Do  not  send  automated  queries  of  any  sort  to  Google's  system:  If  you  are  conducting  research  on  machine 
translation,  optical  character  recognition  or  other  areas  where  access  to  a  large  amount  of  text  is  helpful,  please  contact  us.  We  encourage  the 
use  of  public  domain  materials  for  these  purposes  and  may  be  able  to  help. 

+  Maintain  attributionTht  GoogXt  "watermark"  you  see  on  each  file  is  essential  for  in  forming  people  about  this  project  and  helping  them  find 
additional  materials  through  Google  Book  Search.  Please  do  not  remove  it. 

+  Keep  it  legal  Whatever  your  use,  remember  that  you  are  responsible  for  ensuring  that  what  you  are  doing  is  legal.  Do  not  assume  that  just 
because  we  believe  a  book  is  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  the  United  States,  that  the  work  is  also  in  the  public  domain  for  users  in  other 
countries.  Whether  a  book  is  still  in  copyright  varies  from  country  to  country,  and  we  can't  offer  guidance  on  whether  any  specific  use  of 
any  specific  book  is  allowed.  Please  do  not  assume  that  a  book's  appearance  in  Google  Book  Search  means  it  can  be  used  in  any  manner 
anywhere  in  the  world.  Copyright  infringement  liabili^  can  be  quite  severe. 

About  Google  Book  Search 

Google's  mission  is  to  organize  the  world's  information  and  to  make  it  universally  accessible  and  useful.   Google  Book  Search  helps  readers 
discover  the  world's  books  while  helping  authors  and  publishers  reach  new  audiences.  You  can  search  through  the  full  text  of  this  book  on  the  web 

at|http: //books  .google  .com/I 


J.  rOOLB,  PftlNTEH,  TiLtNTOW. 


■  -t* 


1* 


> 

« 


THE 


HISTORY  OF  TAUNTON, 


3Fn  tj^e  County  of  Somerset. 


ORIGINALLY   WRITTEN 


BY  THE  LATE  JOSHUA  TOULMIN,  D.  D. 


A    NEW    EDITION, 

GREATLY    ENLARGED, 

AND  BROUGHT  DOWN  TO  THE  PRESENT  TIME^ 

By  JAMES  SAVAGE. 


Nee  manet  ut  foerat,  nee  fomuun  ferrat  eandeniy 
Sed  tamen  ipsa  eadem  est 

Ovid.  Met.  Lib.  xt» 


TAUNTON: 

raiMTBD  VOR  JOHN   POOLF^  BOOKIELLER,   FORC-STRKET,  AND 

JAMH  tAVAGB,   AT   HIS   UBRAKY,    IN    HIGU-STRB£T> 

AMD  aOLD   BV   BALDWIN,  CKADOCK,   AND  JOY, 

FATEHNOSTEB   ROW,  LONDON. 

1822. 


DR.  TOULMIN'S  PREFACE 


TO   THS    FIBST   EDITIOK. 


T. 


HE  historj  of  a  particular  town,  though  it  cannot,  in  the  itaktf 
of  the  etents  it  comprehends,  or  the  grandeur  of  the  subject  it 
bandies,  be  compared  with  that  of  a  nation  or  empire,  yet  connects 
with  it  importance  and  utility*  It  is  peculiarly  interesting  to  natives; 
and  it  furnishes  for  their  younger  years  a  proper  introduction  to 
more  general  and  extensiye  history.  Here  may,  adtantageously, 
commence  their  researches  into  the  state  and  efents  of  past  ages* 
A  taste  for  historical  reading  may  be  easily  and  agreeably  given  to 
youth,  by  beginning  with  facts  taking  place  at  home ;  and  the  con. 
nezlon  of  them  with  national  affairs  will  awaken  a  curiosity  to 
become  acquainted  with  the  reFolutions  their  country  hath  seen* 

The  history  of  a  town  is  united  with  that  of  the  kingdom  to  which 
it  belongs,  and  with  that  of  the  ages  through  which  it  has  stood. 
Publications  of  this  kind  are,  particularly,  serriceable  towards  an 
accurate  and  complete  proYincial  history.  They  should  not,  there, 
fore,  because  they  are  local,  be  neglected  and  overlooked.  The 
history  of  a  town  constitutes  a  part  of  that  whole,  which  commands 
attention  by  the  magnitude  of  the  object ;  and  they,  who,  by  birth^ 
or  residence,  or  any  other  circumstance,  are  connected  with  it,  feel 
a  peculiar  concern  in  a  review  of  those  actions  of  which  it  has  been 
the  theatre. 

In  these  views  the  History  of  Taunton  may  claim  attention* 
Few  towns,  in  this  kingdom,  have  had  a  larger  share  in  events  of 
national  importance ;  orcan  furnish  a  detail  of  transactions,  mors 
tdapted  to  give  lessons^  on  liberty  and  virtue,  to  the  rising  genenu 
tton* 


But  though  Taunton  is,  on  these  accounts,  a  very  proper  subject 
for  the  purpose,  its  history  had  nerer  been  attempted,  till,  about  the 
year  1780,  Mr.  Locke,  of  Burnham,  published  proposals  for  it*^ 
From  his  ingenuity,  and  the  attention  he  had  given  to  the  subject, 
the  friends  of  his  design  promised  themselves  information  and  enter- 
tainment. But  the  multiplicity  of  his  engagements,  some  unpleasant 
incidents,  and  his  removal  from  the  town,  after  he  had  for  a  short 
time  been  a  resident  in  it,  led  him  to  drop  his  purpose ;  and,  in  a 
friendly  manner,  to  give  the  materials  which  he  had  collected  for  It^ 
to  the  printer. 

The  author  of  this  work,  after  Mr.  Locke  had  entirely  relinquished 
his  design,  yielded  to  the  inclination  which  he  had  felt,  before  Mr.. 
Locke's  proposals  appeared,  to  draw  up  a  History  of  Taunton* 
His  papers  afforded  a  clue  to  direct  enquiry,  and  appeared  to  offer 
ample  materials;  but,  as  the  authorities  quoted  will  shew,  he  has  hf 
no  means  confiued  himself  to  them.  In  reality,  he  has  executed  his 
work  according  to  his  own  ideas,  and  availed  himself  of  Mr.  Jltocke's 
manuscript  only  as  he  has  of  any  other  writer  from  whom  he  could 
borrow  information.  On  this  account  he  has  found  it  a  work, which 
required  more  industry  in  collecting,  and  more  labour  in  composiqg^ 
than  he,  at  first,  conceived  would  be  necessary. 

The  impatience,  with  which  this  publication  has  been  expected,  he 
owns,  is  encouraging  to  him  ;  but  though  he  ought  not  to  affect  M 
modesty,  which  becomes  authors  on  their  first  appearance  before  the 
tribunal  of  the  public,  yet  he  cannot,  on  the  present  occasion,  divest 
himself  of  all  timidity  and  difiidence,  lest  expectation  should  be  dtf. 
appointed.  It  is  the  first  essay  of  the  kind  from  his  pen.  His 
pretensions  to  the  character  of  an  antiquary  are  yery  small*  And 
some  particulars,  proper  to  be  enlarged  upon  in  such  a  history^  will 
not  entertain  or  interest  many* 

He  hopes,  however,  that  he  has  not  given  his  attention  to  useless 
trifles,  nor  directed  his  thoughts  to  subjects  totally  foreign  from  the 
nature  of  the  profession  in  which  he  appears.  He  has  brought 
forward  some  curious  particulars,  which  in  a  few  years  more,  for 
want  of  being  recorded,  would  be  irrecoverably  lost.  His  work  will 
bold  up  many  instances  of  exertion,  directed  to  the  benefit  of  the 
tpwn,  as  domestic  examples,  to  awaken  a  spirit  of  emulation.  And 
it  will  display  before  the  reader  a  scene  which  must  instruct  and 
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mftift  ef€rf  6t»y  who  kis  waj  Hm.  wliat  iAtrt^  clfil  oi  rtBgioi% 
«Mm ;  Lf  BERTT,  tbttt  best  Mr(b«n^  of  EUigttslnicii^  wmAy  next 
to  Christianity,  the  most  precious  gift  of  heaven. 

It  bas  gif  en  him  ^kmsne  to  hold  up  to  remenibrance  th«  nanes 
M  those  gfrnilemefky  who  hare,  in  any  respect,  rtndered  pahlie 
^^fke^  to  the  Town  of  Tai7NTOK.  Thia  he,  will  bo  bold  to  say^ 
lie  has  dotie,  with  candour  and  hnpartialfty.  It  \%  scarcely  necestaiy^ 
he  would  hope,  to  caution  the  reader  against  considering  ssch  a 
tribute  of  praise,  paid  where  the  author  conceived  it  was  merited^ 
as  pledging  himself  to  any  character  ;  though  it  is  a  point  of  yirtae 
with  him  to  do  justice  to  all. 

He  cannot  conclude  this  preliminary  address  without  testifying 
the  lively  sense  he  has  of  the  honour  done  him,  by  the  ready  and  iiet 
patronage  and  numerous  subscriptions,  with  which  this  work  has 
been  encouraged;  for  which  he  returns  his  sincere  and  cordial 
thanks*  The  gentlemen,  whose  obliging  communications  he  has 
noticed  in  the  proper  places,  are  requested  to  accept  his  grateful 
acknowledgments:  amongst  them  the  Rer.  Mr.  Collinson,  from 
whom  the  public  expects  the  History  of  Somerset,  deserres  particular 
mention.  He  has  a  very  respectful  and  grateful  sense  of  the  atten* 
tion  paid  to  his  design,  by  other  gentlemen,  to  whom  the  pages  of  tho 
history  do  not  gWe  him  an  opportunity  to  refer ;  of  the  politenest 
with  which  James  Bernard,  esq.  of  Crowcombe,  offered  him  a  free 
access  to  the  valuable  library  of  the  late  Thomas  Carew,  esq.  of 
the  friendship  of  William  Hawker,  esq.  of  Poundisford-lodge,  for 
pointing  out,  and  lending  him  some  writers,  who  would  not  have 
otherwise  fallen  in  his  way,  and  from  whom  important  information 
was  to  be  derived  ;  of  the  handsome  manner,  in  which  the  learned 
Dr.  G.  Moore,  archdeacon  of  Cornwall,  not  only  favoured  him 
with  admittance  to  the  library  of  the  cathedral  of  Exeter,  but 
personally  attended  him  in  his  researches;  and  of  the  readiness,  with 
which  sir  Thomas  Gunston  furnished  him  with  the  use  of  an 
authenticated  copy  of  the  charter  of  Taunton. 

He  likewise  feels  himself  much  indebted  for  many  observations 
and  considerable  assistance  to  the  ingenious  and  learned  Mr.  Henry 
Norris.  In  the  enumeration  of  the  people  of  the  town,  besides  the 
aid  he  received  from  Mr.  Norman  and  Mr.  Weekes,  through  their 
respective  neighbourhoods,  he  owed  much  to  the  share,  which  the 
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Rer.  Mr.  Dtnracott  obligingly  took  in  tliis  part  of  his  ondertaking,' 
by  accompanying  him  through  the  town,  and  assisting  his  enquiri^i 
through  the  whole  of  the  surtey. 

He  reflects  on  all  these  assistances  with  pleasure,  as  marks  of  per- 
sonal respect,  and  as  the  testimonies  of  approbation  given  to  Ids 
intended  work,  which  inspire  him  with  some  degree  of  confidence,  in 
submitting  the  execution  of  it  to  the  candour  of  his  friends  and  die 
public.  J*  T« 


TAUNTON,  M^  2lit,  1791. 


PREFACE 


TO   THE   SECOND   EDITION. 

JLT  is  upwards  of  thirty  years  since  the  late  Dr» 
TouLMiN  published  the  History  of  Taunton,  which 
has  now  been  long  out  of  print,  and  has  become 
extremely  scarce.  Towards  trie  close  of  his  life,  he 
himself  had  meditated  a  new  edition ;  but  before  his 
design  was  completed,  the  world  was  deprived  of  the 
labours  of  the  venerable  and  learned  author. 

The  great  interest  which  the  public  has  lately  taken 
in  topographical  history  encouraged  the  Editor  to 
prepare  a  new  and  enlarged  edition  of  Dr.  Toulmin's 
work.  There  are  not  many  towns  in  England  that 
afford  more  abundant  materials  for  history  than  that  of 
Taunton,  whether  it  is  considered  in  its  ancient  state 
under  the  West  Saxon  monarchs,  previously  to  its 
being  annexed  to  the  episcopal  see  of  Winchester,  or 
in  modern  times  for  the  part  it  has  taken  in  the  political 
transactions  of  the  rei;;:ns  of  the  Tudors  and  Stuarts. 
The  great  changes  and  improvements  which  have 
taken  place  in  the  last  fifty  years  in  every  principal 
town  in  the  kinofdom,  whether  we  admire  the  archi- 
tectural  embellishments  displayed  in  private  and  public 
edifices,  or  the  improvement  of  roads,  and  the  con- 
sequent increase  and  facility  of  intercourse  between 
the  more  distant  parts  of  the  empire ;  whether  we  look 
at  the  increase  of  commerce  and  manufactures,  and 
their  constant  attendant  luxury  ;  whether  we  contem- 
plate the  extension  and  progress  of  science  and  the 
arts,  and  every  branch  of  learning,  or  regard  the  rapid 
march  of  intellectual  power;  every  thin^  exhibits,  that, 
in  this  country,  the  human  mind,  dunng  the  above- 
mentioned  periodyhas  attained  an  elevation  of  grandeur 


unknown  to  fui'iner  ages,  and  not  paralleled  by  an^ 
nation  of  the  world. 

In  thexe  improveiuents — in  the  extension  and  pro- 
gress of  human  knowledge — in  the  advancement  of 
science  and  literature — and  in  the  increase  of  trade 
and  manufactures — Taunton,  as  compared  with  the 
rest  of  the  kingdom,  has  borne  its  fnll  ithare  ;  which 
the  following  pages  will  most  amply  testify. 

The  additions  made  to  the  text  of  Dr.  Toulmio's 
work  are  marked  by  an  inverted  comma;  the  notes 
'ivhich  were  in  the  former  edition  are  distinguished  by 
the  initial  letter  T  ;  the  otliers,  except  those  to  which 
Home  initial  letter  is  annexed,  are  by  the  present  Editor. 
The  additions  which  have  been  made  from  Dr.  Toul- 
min's  manuscript:!  are  referred  to  as  such  at  the 
bottom  of  the  pages  where  they  occur. 

The  most  pleasing  and  grateful  duty  of  the  Editor 
is  to  return  his  warmest  thanks  to  those  gentlemen 
who  have  been  so  obliging  as  to  render  him  assistance 
by  the  contribution  of  materials  for  the  improvement 
of  this  work,  or  in  the  exercise  of  their  influence  in  pro- 
curing him  additional  names  to  his  list  of  subscribers. 
Among  these,  the  first  place  is  due  to  Dr.  Blake,  of 
Taunton.  To  this  gentteman,  who  unites  the  love  of 
science  and  literature  with  the  most  active  benevolence 
and  humanity,  the  Editor  is  indebted  for  the  manu- 
scripts and  other  papers  of  the  late  Dr.  Toulmin,  of 
which  he  has  largely  availed  himself  in  the  following 
pages. 

To  John  Goodpord,  of  Yeovil,  esq.  whose 
extensive  reading  and  knowledge  of  British  history 
and  antiquities  is  only  surpassed  by  the  liberality  of  his 
communications,  lie  is  under  particular  obligations  for 
many  valuable  papers;  more  especially  for  numerous 
additions  to  that  part  of  his  work,  which  embraces 
the  history  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  rebellion. 

To  the  Rev.  H.  Bower,  M.  A.  Vicar  of  TaqntOH 
St.  Mar;  Magdalen,  avd  the  R«t.  Jqhn  XPWHSSn]>, 
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Iiicambeiit  Carate  of  Taunton  St.  James,  for  macb 
information  collected  from  the  re^sters  of  thorns 
parishes ;  and  to  the  latter  gentleman  for  varioai 
papers  relating  to  the  grammar  school. 

To  W1LI.1AM  K1N6LAKE,  esq.  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Taunton  late  Priory,  for  many  particulars  relating  to 
the  late  monastery  of  Augustine  Canons  in  this  town* 

To  RicHA&D  Meade,  of  Taunton,  esq.  for  the 
loan  of  many  papers  connected  with  the  history  of  tha 
dissolution  of  the  late  coloration,  and  the  early  history 
of  the  ^rliamentary  representiation  of  the  borough. 

To  Mrs.  Bawden,  of  Chard,  for  some  ancient 
documents  relating  to  the  priory,  and  for  several 
particulars  respecting  the  families  of  Bonville,  Fitz-* 
warine,  and  Bourchier. 

ToMr.  WiLUAM  Upcott,  assistant  librarian  of  the 
London  Institution,  in  Moor-fields,  London,  he  retumi 
his  cordial  thanks  for  many  valuable  communications. 
Th^  rich  stores,  with  which  the  library  of  that  establish- 
ment abounds,  renders  Mr.  Upcott*s  friendship  highly 
valuable  to  the  topographical  nistorian,  and  his  desire 
to  oblige  is  only  equalled  by  the  extent  of  his  biblio- 
graphical researches. 

To  Mr.  Henry  NoRRis,  of  Taunton,  whose  various 
and  erudite  learning  is  too  well  known  to  need  eulo« 
ffium,  and  who  is  gratefully  commemorated  by  Dr. 
Toulmih,  in  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  the  Editor 
owes  many  valuable  suo^gestions  for  the  improvement 
of  this  edition.  He  is  also  indebted  to  this  gentleman 
for  Ms  assistance,  as  well  in  the  account  of  the  episcopal 
mint  and  coinage  of  Taunton,  as  in  that  of  the  town 
pieces  and  tokens  struck  in  this  town  in  the  seventeenth 
century. 

To  Mr.  John  Bi^uett,  of  Taunton,  for  various 
information  relating  to  the  coinage  of  tokens  in  this 
town,  of  which  he  has  a  large  number  in  his  valuable 
collection  of  English  coins^ 

To  Mr.  Frederick  Lake,  of  Taunton,  he  owes 
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tlie  engraving'  of  the  tower  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen'* 
church,  which  forms  the  frontispiece  to  this  work. 
The  Editor,  in  mentioning  this  plate,  wishes  to  observe, 
that  it  is  the  first  specimen  in  this  style  of  engraving 
by  a  young  and  self-taught  artist,  who  is  a  native  of 
the  town,  and  promises  by  the  versatility  of  his  genius 
to  add  some  celebrity  to  the  place  of  his  birth. 

He  is  also  indebted  for  the  use  of  many  scarce 
books  of  reference,  and  for  various  information,  to 
other  gentlemen  who  have  kindly  interested  them« 
selves  in  the  progress  of  this  work.  Among  these  are 
£dward  Coles,  esq.  Clerk  of  the  Peace  for  the  county 
of  Somerset — Mr.  W.  P.  Pinchard,who  also  furnished 
him  with  an  account  of  the  feoffee  lands — Samuel 
Norman,  esq. — Robert  Leigh,  esq. — Dr.  Macdonald — 
Colonel  Pearson — and  Mr.  U.  J.  Leigh,  who  also 
favoured  him  with  some  particulars  relating  to  the 
intended  renewal  of  the  charter. 

He  concludes  with  expressing  his  deep  sense  of  the 
obligations  under  which  he  feels  himself  to  those 
numerous  friends  who  have  encouraged  and  patronized 
him  in  this  publication.  If  Providence  should  spare 
his  life,  it  is  his  intention  to  proceed  in  giving  the 
History  of  the  Hundred  of  Taunton  Dean,  and  of  the 
circumjacent  parishes  in  the  county  of  Somerset, 
together  with  a  genealogical  account  and  pedigrees 
of  the  principal  families,  and  biographical  sketches  of 
remarkable  persons  connected  with  the  western  part 
of  the  county. 

J.SL 

TAUNTON,  Felfruary  llth,  1822. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

SITUATIOM  AND  ANTIQUITY  OF  TAUNTON-~DR.  AMORTS 

,  FOBM  DESCRIPTIVE  OF  TAUNTON ^VALE  OF  TAUNTON- 

I>£AK ^TAUNTON  PROBABLY  KNOWN  TO  THE  ROMANS— 

TAUNTON  IN  THE  TIME  OF  THE  ANGLO-SAXONS MANOR 

OF  TAUNTON-DEAN  ANNEXED  TO  THE  SEE  OF  WINCHES- 
TER  ITS  VALUE DESCRIPTION    OF   TAUNTON   FROM 

DOMESDAY  BOOK-HUNDRED  AND  MANOR  OF  TAUNTON- 

"  DEAN ^TENURE  OF  THE  MANOR  OF  TAUNTON-DEAN 

.   PRIORY  OF  AUGUSTINE  CANONS CARMELITES LEPER 

HOUSE SUFFRAGAN  BISHOP  OF  TAUNTON ARCHDEA. 

OONRY    OF  TAUNTON LIST  OF  THE  ARCHDEACONS  OF 

TAUNTON. 

TaNTUN,'  TAVVNTON,  THONTON,  or  ia 
the  modern  mode  of  spelling  the  word,  TAUNTON^ 
derives  its  name,  according  to  the  opinion  of  some, 

*  This  was  the  Anglo-Saxon  name.  See  Chronicon  Saionidtm, 
•perA  Edmundi  Gibson.     T. 

Dr.  Henry,  in  bis  History  of  England,  (toI.  it.  Appx.)  in 
describing  a  map  of  Britain,  according  to  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  in 
wUch  is  found  the  name  of  this  town,  ^^  7Vin/tin,*'  explains  that 
word  as  meaning  ^^  T Wigtown.'' — See  nofe  I,  page  5. 

Dr.  Johnson,  on  the  authority  of  Bishop  Gibhon,  says  that  Jbia 
wmi  Tuny  in  the  names  of  places,- are  derived  from  the  Saxon^  7\i«| 
A.  hedge  or  wtU^  and  this  leema  to  be  fion  iunp  a  hiOt  i 
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from  the  river  Thone  or  Tone/  This  river^  rises  at  a 
place  called  Biverton  Bottom,  under  Brindon  Hill,'  in 
the  parish  of  Clatworthy ^  washes  Huish,  divides  Chip- 
stable  from  Wiveliscombey  Milverton  from  Stawley, 

'  Whitaker,  whose  opinioa  on  these  subjecU  deserres  respect* 
ful  notice,  gi?es  a  Tcry  probable  etymology  of  its  name  from  the 
British  word  Avon,  a  ri?er. — ^^  I  ha?e  previously  shewn,  says  he, 
(History  of  Manchester,  vol  i.  p.  iiO)  the  word  Avon  to  hare  been 
frequently  contracted  into  Auhj  An^  or  Un^  and  as  D*Avony  and 
T*^Avon  are  both  the  same  with  it,  so  are  they  contracted  in  like 
manner ;  the  latter  is  reduced  into  Tayne^  the  name  of  a  frith  la 
Scotland  ;  into  Taune  or  Tone^  that  of  a  river  in  Somersetshire  ; 
and  into  Tegne,  that  of  a  current  in  Staffordshire*'^     H. 

In  the  Gaelic  language,  from  which  most  of  the  namies  of  plibes 
in  England  are  derived,  An  means  water,  or  stream,  or  river.  Ain 
And  On  are  Sjmonymes  of  An^  and  with  the  consonant  prefix  T^ 
Tain  or  Ton  was  formed ;  and  a  town,  ,the  principal  or  only  one 
probably,  being  seated  on  the  border  of  the  river,  it  was  called 
Tain^towny  or  7bn./oiPfi,  which  expressed,  and  emphatically  ionf^ 
the  <<  Town  on  the  banks  of  the  river.''  E. 

*  The  fish  in  this  river  are  trout,  eel,  perch,  gudgeon,  flonnd^r^ 
roach,  and  dace,  with  a  few  pike  and  salmon.     T. 

To  these  may  be  added  the  lamprey  and  lamprey. eel,  found  at 
the  several  locks.  The  salmon.trout,  the  shad  or  allis,  the  carp, 
and  teach,  are  also  occasionally  cAoght  in  this  river. 

For  a  detailed  account  of  the  fish  found  in  the  river  Tone,  8^ 
the  Appendix. 

*  The  name  of  Brindon  HHi  is  a  remarkable  example  of  the 
accomulation  of  words,  in  different  lingutges,  itaeaning  the  maam 
fk\t^.  The  Britons  called  a  hill,  Bryn^^-on  the  arrival  ef  the 
Saxens  the  latter  added  their  word  for  liill,  darn,  to  the  form^^ 
iad  calM  it  Bryn  Dun  ;  in  modem  times  we  annex  onr  word  kUj 
to  the  British  and  Saxon  terms,  and  now  call  it  Brindon  HiU. 

Or,  Brindon  may  be  derived  from  Bren^  which  in  the  ancient 
British  mt  Webh,  was  a  tena  far  kiag^  hetd,  or  cMef ;  and  WM 
might  tUi  grand  iteiB  af  mouatato  haTi  fhM  mpeiltr  f nfiu  & 
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Slawley  from  Ashbrittle  and  Holcombe,  Kittesford 
firom  Langford,  and  Lang^ord  from  Welling^n; 
from  whence  it  flows  on,  through  Bradford  and 
BUhopVHuU,  to  Taunton,  tlere  it  becomes  navi- 
gable, and,  near  Burrow-Bridge,  unites  itself  with 
the  Parreii.  The  latter  river  then  running  through 
Bridgwater,  receives  the  Breni  at  Burnham,  and  sqoh 
after  empties  itself  into  that  part  of  the  Bristol  Chai^ 
nelf  called  Bridgwater  Bay. 

The  town  stands  on  the  great  road  leading  from  the 
Land's  End  in  Cornwall,  to  the  north  of  England^ 
ijring  between  Exeter  and  Bridgwater,  thirty-three 
miles  north-east  of  the  former,  and  eleven  miles  south 
of  the  latter.  The  situation  rendering  it  the  thorough* 
hn  from  Bristol  and  Bath  to  Exeter  and  Plymouth, 
it  is  enlivened  with  a  continual  succession  of  travellers^ 
piflring  through  it  on  pleasure  or  business ;  as  thia 
road  is  often  preferred,  on  that  account,  to  the  more 
flottthern  one  from  London  to  the  west.  Its  distance 
from  London  through  Salisbury  is  one  hundred  an^ 
forty-six  miles  west  by  south,  and  through  Bath  one 
hundred  and  fifty-five  miles. — Longitude  3""  15'  W. 
and  Latitude  5r  6'  N. 

Taunton  has  ever  been  a  principal  town  in  the 
county  of  Somerset.  Before  the  modern  improve- 
Beats  were  introduced  it  was  deemed  well  built. 
Its  streets  are  spacious,  and,  as  it  spreads  over  a 
considerable  extent  of  ground,  the  houses,  even  ia 
the  middle  of  it,  are  generally  furnished  with  good 
outlets  and  gardens  ;  which  contribute  much  to  the 
fleasaBtiiess  and  salubrity  of  the  town,  as  w^  as  tQ 
the  oatoyettieiiee  of  iti  inhabitants.    It  is  a  mile  long 
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4Tom  east  to  west,  and  its  streets  have  a  ^doidl 
-descent  to  the  river.  It  stands  in  a  fertile  and  extent 
'sive  vale,  and  is  called  by  Camden  one  of  the  eyes  of 
Ihe  county.  The  country  all  around  it  is  beautified 
^ith  green  meadows,  abounds  in  delightful  orchards 
-and  gardens,  is  enriched  with  wgod,  and  peopled  with 
numerous  villagers  :  so  as  to  exhibit  to  the  eye  of  the 
-spectator,  who  approaches  the  town,  a  charming 
scene.  The  county  itself,  though  in  the  winter  moist 
and  marshy,^  is  supposed  by  some  to  derive  its  name 
*from  the  summer-like  temperature  of  the  air.*  Th^ 
part  of  it  in  which  Taunton  is  situated,  has,  if  not  an 
exclusive,  yet  a  peculiar  claim  to  the  excellent  quali* 
ties  which  are  ascribed  to  the  whole.  On  account  of 
its  fertility  the  peasantry  used  to  boast  that  it  was  so 
fruitful  with  the  zun  and  zoil  alone  as  to  need  ao 
manuring.     This  country  is  called  by  the  inhabitants 


'  It  ii  DOW  thirty  years  since  this  was  written,  tnd  tn  that 
the  drainage  of  the  county  has  been  considerably  improred,  muiie- 
xous  ioclosnres  have  taken  place,  and  coltiTation  greatly  extended, 

^  In  a  piece  of  Fuller's,  where  all  the  counties  are  personified,  a 
contest  for  the  crown  arises  between  London  and  York.  England, 
after  great  altercation,  is  introduced  in  the  character  of  a  grave 
matron,  to  restore  the  crown,  which  had  been  placed  on  York,  to 
London.  She  also  adrises  the  shires  not  to  fall  out :  <^  Which,** 
she  is  represented  as  saying,  <<  were  so  many  several  rooms  of  that 
lioose,  whereof  the  king  was  the  housekeeper — Concei?e  CornwaR 
for  die  porch,  DeTonshire  for  the  hall,  Somersetshire  for  the  summer 
parlour,  Cambridgeshire  for  the  chapel,  Northamptonshire  for  the 
long  gallery,  Rutlandshire  for  the  closet,  Middlesex  for  the  lodging 
chambers,  Lincolnshire  for  the  kitchen,  Yorkshire  for  the  stable, 
^he^re  for  the  cheese  chamber^  Northumberland  for  the  coaL 
%wat^ttc^^m^}Qtt9cimm  Curioio,  voL  i.  p.  M5^  tid.    t.;    .  . 
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Tanntan  Dean,*  that  is  the  Vale  of  Taunton  ;  and  from 
their  high  conceit  of  its  pre-eminence  above  other 
countrit'S,  hath  arisen  a  boa  tful  proverb.  <<  Where 
should  J  be  bom  eke  but  in  Taunton  Dean  P**  as  if  it 
were  a  disparagement  to  be  born  in  an^  other  place ; 
and  none  in  England,  nay  in  the  whole  world,  were 
to  be  compared  with  it. 

Da.  AMORyS  POEM  DESCRIPTIVE  OF  TAUNTON. 

Dr.  Thomas  Amory,  a  native  of  this  town,  published 
in  1724,  the  following  poem,  descriptive  of  its  situation 
and  advantages  which  may  be  fitly  introduced  here* 

Hail !  natire  town  with  cheerful  plenty  bless'd, 
Of  numeroat  hands  and  thrifing  trade  possesi'd : 
Whose  poor  might  life  from  biting  want  secore^  ^ 

Did  not  resistless  ale  their  hearts  allure. 

'  From  the  Saxon  word  den,  which  is  added  to  the  names  of 
places,  to  signify  their  being  situated  in  valleys  or  woods  ;  for  tha 
word  den  in  that  language,  means  both  atalley  and  a  woody  place. 
Abr.  Chror,  Re^uUg  Generates^  p.  5.     T. 

Taunton  Dean  may  thus  be  understood  to  mean  The  town  on 
ike  river  Tone^  in  a  woody  valley  »-See  note  1,  pti^e  I 

We  ha«e  frequent  examples  of  the  word  den^  or  dean^  being., 
applied  to  forests  or  woody  situations— as  the  forest  of  Dean  in 
Gloucestershire, — the  forest  of  Jrden  (the  hill  forest)  in  Warwick* 
sUre,— Oeit,  the  woody  retreat  of  wild  beasts, 

<<  The  ancient  Brittaines,'*  saith  Speed,  <^  attribute  the  name 
ot  Arden  to  forests  and  woods,  but  Giraldus  CambrenKis  gives  it 
the  namt*  of  Danutia^  or  Danica  Sylva^  or  the  Dain-s'  woods,  who 
Ad  lurk  and  shelter  themselves  in  these  shady  |ilace>.  But  long 
before  the  time  of  the  Danes,  these  woods  were  possessed  by  the 
Sibtres^a  fierce  and  warlike  people,  which  over-rnn  Monmouthshir* 
and  Herefordshire/'  BiglanfTi  Glouc99ter thirty  fol.  i«  P«  468^ 
Jrom.Fartoni*s  MSS. 
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Round  tbee,  in  tpring,  we  Tiew  with  raTiih'd  eyes, 
Italian  scenes  in  kCnglish  ground  arise ; 
Which,  crown'd  \»itb  freedom,    ri?al  Paradise. 
Th'  enainell'd  meads  with  vast  profusion  show 
The  Tarious  colours  of  the  heavenly  bow. 
The  fattening  'l'oii«*  in  slow  meanders  mofes 
Loath  to  forsake  tiie  happy  land  it  lores  s 
Forc'd  to  the  main,  by  nature's  law,  it  bears 
Back  floating  fessels  fraught  with  richest  wares ; 
And  diff'ring  products  from  earth's  differing  aholety 
Gather'd  by  commerce,  lavish,  on  us  pours. 
Upon  its  borders  herds  unnomber'd  grase 
With  sheep  whosi^  fleeces  Persian  silks  surptM  ; 
Nor  prowling  woUes,  nor  hungry  lions  fear, 
Wliich  other  flocks,  in  other  pastures,  tear. 
Tall  bushy  trees,  o'er  all  the  region  found, 
'With  cooling  shadrs  refresh  the  fertile  ground; 
Beneath  whose  coverts  beauteous  fiemalea  stray, 
Fresh,  artless,  gentle,  innocently  gay, 
And  pass,  with  flatt'riog  swains,  the  sportful  hours  away< 
Sighing  they  listen  to  the  amorous  tale. 
Nor  fear  lest  wily  snakes  their  steps  assail. 
Gay  paintt*d  blossoms  smile  on  lower  trees. 
With  promis'd  nectar  thirsty   palates  please. 
And  with  their  sw«*ets  perfume  the  vernal  breece. 
While  warbling  birds  melodious  notes  employ, 
At  once  exalt,  and  tell,  the  shepherd's  joy. 
Here  fruitful  hillocks  swell  amidst  the  plain^ 
In  verdure  clad,  and  rich  in  future  grain; 
Adown  whose  sides  the  murm'ring  torrents  roll, 
And  charm  the  muse  to  bless  the  poet's  soul, 
And,  all  around,  proud,  guardian  hills  ascend^ 
Whose  height  from  winds  inclement  well  defend; 
Whoso  bowels  unknown  stores  of  minerals  hold, 
Which  poverty  disarm,  and  chase  th'  invading  gM» 
But  1,  unequal,  tempt  the  arduous  toil : 
Large  as  thy  vales,  and  generous  as  thy  soO, 
The  verse  should  be,  which  would  thy  praise  proelitay 
In  numbers  worthy  of  the  matchless  theme.' 
i  these  Uses  were  origlaally  published  in  Bii€«^  Eidier  paper*  T. 
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VAUB   OF   TAUNTON- mS AN. 

'  The  Vale  of  Tannton-Dean  comprehends  the  fol« 
lowinjjT  parishesy  namely,  Taunton,  Wilton,  Troll, 
Pitminster,  Angers-Leigh,  Corfe,  Orchard-Portman^ 
Stoke-Saint-Mary,  Roishton,  Thorn-Falcon,  Bishop^s 
Hull,  Bradford,  West-Buckland,  Ninehead,  Welling- 
ton, Sampford- Arundel,  Hill-Farrance,  Oake,  Staple- 
grove,  Norton-Fitzwarine,  Cheddon-Fitzpaine,  Weirt- 
Monkton,  Kingfston,  Cotheleston,  BishopVLydeard, 
Heathfield,  Halse,  Ash-Prior's,  Fitzhead,  Milverton, 
Langford-Budville,  Thom-Saint-Margaret,  BatheaU 
ton,  and  Runnington. 

The  Vale  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Quantock- 
hflis ;  on  the  west  by  Brindon-hill  ;  and  on  the  south 
by  the  Blackdown-hrlls.  Towards  the  east  and  north* 
east,  it  has  no  mountainous  boundary,  until  it  reaches 
the  Polden-hills,  a  distance  of  twenty  miles  from 
Taunton. 

The  climate  of  the  Vale  of  Taunton-Dean  is  pecu- 
liarly mild  and  serene ;  and  the  soil  highly  fertile  and 
productive.  The  eye  is  agreeably  relieved  by  a 
judicious  mixture  of  arable  and  pasture  :  and  if  it  be 
contrasted  with  the  north  and  north-western  parts  of 
the  county,  it  may  emphatically  be  called  the  <*  Land 
of  Canaan,  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey.*'' 

The  soil  is  a  rich  loam,  interspersed  in  some  places 
with  clay,  as  part  of  Bradford,  Buckland,  the  north 

'  A}>oat  hftif  a  ivile  to  the  •onth-west  of  TavotoD^  oa  the  road 
to  Troll,  there  is  a  small  hill,  which  commands  a  fine  Tiew  of  thia 
Vale.  This  hill  is  allied  <«  Mount  Nebo^'*  in  allosion  to  that 
moant  from  which  looses,  as  is  mentioned  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures, 
waaidloired  to  take  a  tIcw  of  ^<  the  promised  land,  a  land  Cowio|p 
with  nUk  and  honey." 


9  HI0TOSY  OF  TAUNTON; 

side  of  Wellington,  part  of  Sampford,  HiU-Famnct^ 
Ninehead,  Oake*  and  Ueathfield  ;  and  in  other  parts 
lirith  sandy  or  a  lighter  mould,  as  Kingston,  Bishop^s-^ 
Lydeard,  Halse,  Fitzhead,  Mitverton,  Lang^ord^ 
Thorn- Saint-Margaret,  and  Runnington. 

The  hundreds  in  which  these  villages  are  situate^ 
together  with  that  of  North-Curry,  are  principally 
held  under  the  churches  of  Winchester  and  WeUi, 
and  the  lands  are  chiefly  possessed  by  small  proprietors. 
The  dry  uplands  are  devoted  to  tillage,  and  the 
rich  lowlands  to  grazing,  or  the  dairy.  On  the  former^ 
wheat,  beans,  peas,  and  vetches  are  the  principal 
crops.  There  is  a  considerable  proportion  of  land 
in  this  vale  capable  of  improvement  by  watering, 
some  of  which  is  so  managed;  but  the  water  being 
frequently  scarce,  the  water-courses  are  a  perpetual 
source  of  litigation. 

In  no  county  are  the  farmers  more  attentive  to  the 
mode  of  sowing  wheat,  or  laying  up  their  lands  in 
such  form  as  to  secure  them  from  injury  by  Winter 
rains;  and  the  quality  of  the  grain  is  such,  as  to 
induce  the  farmers  of  Sussex,  Hants,  and  Berks,  to 
purchase  it  for  seed  at  Weyhill  fair,  at  a  high  price. 
The  vale  does  not  abound  with  oak,  but  elm  grows 
in  the  hedges  to  a  size  sufficiently  large  for  the  keels 
of  ships  of  war.  For  the  most  part  they  grow  from  the 
inchors  or  suckers  of  the  neighbouring  trees ;  probably 
some  from  seed.  Few  are  planted  from  nurseries,  nor 
is  there  often  any  occasion  for  it,  elm  being  the  spon- 
taneous production  of  the  country. 

The  orchards  of  this  rich  and  delightful  vale,  from 
which  cider  is  made  in  the  highest  perfection,  must  not 
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hfc  pMMd  by  oonoticed.  There  are  many  gentlei 
in  the  neighboarhood  of  Taanton,  who  sell  their  best 
Older  for  eight,  ten,  and  twelve  pounds  per  hogshead; 
and  it  is  supposed  they  possess  an  art,  peculiar  to  them- 
selves, of  conducting  the  fermentation,  and  thereby  pi^ 
serving  a  rich,  and  delicious  flavour.  The  best  fruit 
delights  in  a  strong  clayey  soil.  Unless  great  attention 
be  observed  in  making,  the  labour  is  in  vain;  for 
cider  requires  much  greater  nicety  of  management^ 
than  malt  liquors.  The  apples  are  suffered  to  fall  off. 
the  trees,  or  when  thoroughly  ripe  are  picked  with 
great  care.  They  are  put  in  heaps  to  ferment,  and 
remain  in  that  state  for  three  or  four  weeks ;  after 
they  are  ground  and  the  liquor  is  expressed,  it  is 
suffered  to  remain  in  tubs,  from  thirty  to  forty  hoorSy 
when  a  scum,  or  froth,  will  rise  on  the  top ;  this  they 
narrowly  watch,  and  when  it  breaks,  they  rack  for 
the  first  time  into  vessels;  after  which  unremitting 
attention  is  necessary  to  prevent  exceisive  fermentation 
by  early  and  frequent  rackings/* 

TAUNTON  PROBABLY  KNOWN  TO  THE  ROMANS. 

The  curiosity  of  the  human  mind,  in  its  attempts 
to  trace  back  the  history  of  places  to  their  origin^ 

'  Billingsley's  View  of  the  Agricnltare  of  the  County  of  Somerset* 
It  may  here  be  not  anneceiMiry  to  caution  farmers  poisessiii|g 
orchards,  not  to  fall  in  with  the  usual  custom  of  beating  down  the 
iipples  with  Slicks.  Early  in  the  autumn  the  buds  for  the  succeed* 
iag  year  are  formed,  and  l>eing  tender,  are  soon  destroyed.  To  tUi 
▼iolent  attack  on  the  branches^  may  in  a  great  degree  be  attrilbotcd 
Hm  Incaptdtj  of  tises  to  bear  indt  two  yean  foUowiog* 
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tot  want  of  racords,  is  often  baffled  and  moftifledL 
Tbe  memorials  of  ancient  times  are  either  lott»'  or  are 
not  sufficiently  minute.  As  to  Taunton,  there  w 
reason  to  suppose,  it  was  not  unknown  to  the  Romans ; 
for  in  tbe  year  1666,  two  large  urns,  full  of  Roman 
eoins,  in  weight  about  eighty  pounds  each,  were  dug 
Up  by  labourers,  with  mattocks,  in  ploughed  fieMs, 
die  one  at  Lawrence- Lydeard,  and  the  other  within 
the  parish  of  Stogumber,  or  Stoke  Gomer,  adjoining 
it*  This  discovery  has  been  supposed  to  authorise 
the  following  conduMons :  that,  after  the  conquest  ot 
other  parts  of  Britain,  the  Romans  came  to  the  Ctmffip 
in  ^merset ;  that  having  conquered  them  in  a  vaMey 
between  Taunton  and  Withy  el,  at  or  near  the  place 
new  called  Conquest,  they  maintained  a  legion,  or 
part  of  one  at  least,  hereabouts,  for  the  purpose  of 
preventing  insurrections,  which  they  paid  with  sndi 
money  as  was  found  in  the  abovementioned  urns, 
and  that  these  forces,  when  caHed  home  to  relieve  the* 
empire,  distressed  by  the  irruptions  of  the  northern- 
nations,  buried  these  treasures,  which,  the  antiquary, 

*  J^oie  the  inyeotioii  ^f  ths  art  of  prioting  through  the  igQonvKe 
of  the  timet,  and  the  diffii^nltf  of  maltiplyiDg  copies,  few  books 
were  published,  and  of  those  which  were  pnblisbed  the  circvlatidn 
was  very  limited.  It  gires  a  striking  proof  of  the  great  scarcity  of 
books,  that  in  14i4,the  Conntess  of  Westmoreland  presented  a  ps. 
iMon  to  tlie  privy  council,  representing  that  the  late  king,  Henry  V* 
had  borrowed  a  book  from  her^  and  praying,  that  an  order  adgM 
be  glTon,  under  the  prify  seal,  for  the  restoration  of  the  said  boek^ 
wUch  was  granted  with  great  solemnity. — Rymer^  quoted  bg  HoU^ 
im  hii  CkartKten  ^  the  JUn^M  and  Quceni  ofEngbmd^  vd*  fL 
p.  48.    T* 


who  makes  these  remarks,  calls  <*  Claiidiaa  C«nr's^'' 
snd  ^'  the  old  Roman  emperor's  treasure,  foand  near 
Conqnest."*' 

These  coins  were  of  the  emperors  Claudius,  NerOf 
0omitian,  Nerva,  Trajan,  Antoninus,  8eptimiii|i 
Severas,  Tacitus,  Grallienas,  Tetriem,  and  masy 
other.  From  these  discoveries,  the  different  agfes  of 
the  coins,  the  immenseness  of  their  quantity,  and 
particularly  the  name  of  the  place,  CangMsit  near 
which  they  were  found ;  a  writer,*  whose  researchea 
are  rather  more  curious  than  critical,  has  in  a  kmg 
treatise  endeavoured  to  prove  that  in  some  place  kk 
^  valley  which  extends  from  the  west  side  of  Quan« 
took,  from  Taunton  to  Lydeard,  Stogumber,  and 
Watchet,  the  Remans  completed  the  oimguesi  of  M 
moeh  of  Britain  as  is  now  called  England ;  and  tbit 
Arong;h  many  ages  afterwards  they  continued  a  iegi/OBf 
or  part  of  one,  in  this  neighbourhood. 

The  Cangi  of  Somersetshire  were  a  posthamont  tribe  of  the 
cOBtineDtal  Beige  who  last  emigrated  into  Britain,  under  OifMi. 
evs^  king  of  the  Soessiones,  who  was,  according  to  Cesar,  ihe  OKMlt 
powerfnl  prince  in  Gaul.     OlYitiacus,  who  was  ^e  soTereign^  net 

*  Mag.  Brit,  et  Hib.  4to,  Somerset,  1730,  p.  BIQ,  SU«-«> 
GalUoson's  Hist,  of  Somerset,  vol  IL  p.  40B* 

*  See  the  discourse  printed  bj  Heame,  (who  ascribes  k  to 
Gibbons)  in  Peter  Langtoft's  Chroniclet  p.  441. 

Although  the  immediate  district  round  Taanton  is  not  indoded 
im  ^e  Itinerary  of  Antoninos,  yet  there  Is  no  doubt  of  the  impor. 
Itaee  which  the  Roman  generals  attached  to  it  after  the  eoqq^ipst 
if  ttie  Cmngi.  The  discourse  here  ascribed  to  Gibbons  is  euHjIjI 
Is  mor^  consideration  than  Mr.  CcMnsoo  was  disposed  to|;WsJli 
Hte  account  is  plausible^  and  it  is  confimed  bjr  lead  mpfmu 
iBdimd«ilddlisa>iirio»tksfhivtilMstMi<osdi.   S^ 
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only  of  the  contiQental,  but  also  of  the  island,  Belgao,  brdlight  oHf 
with  him  a  considerable  army,  who  aKsisted  their  coantrynwiiji^ 
already  settled  in  the  southern  and  w(*stern  parts  of  the  island,  in 
eitending  the  line  of  their  posiiessions.  Upon  the  arrifal  of  this 
jj^nce  the  boundaries  of  the  l^lgic  Britons  were  exactly  defined; 
dlis  was  eff^'Ctid  by  throwing  up  n  large  and  deep  fosse  or  ditdli 
called  from  the  circamstance  of  its  di?i»iun«  IVantdike^  which  to 
fU$  day  exists  in  many  places  in  perfect  presvnration,  and  is  one  of 
the  greatest  curiohities  of  British  antiquity. 

The  possessions  «*f  the  Beige  before  the  coming  of  DiTitiacus^  is 
all  probability  extended  orer  Kent,  and  a  small  part  of  Middlesex^ 
errer  Sussex  and  the  greater  part  of  Hampshire  and  Wiltshire,  o?er 
Dorsetshire,  DeYonshire,  and  a  part  of  Cornwall.  On  hiiarriTil- 
with  his  auxiliary  forces,  he  subdued  the  rest  of  Middlesex  and  all 
f!i«ez,  ail  Surrey,  the  rest  of  Hampshire,  and  the  adjoining  parts  of 
Serkshire,  the  rest  of  Wiltshire,  the  remainder  of  Cornwall^  all 
Somersetshire,  and  the  south-west  of  Gloncesfershire. 

The    Belgic   colonies   in   Britain   were  only  fife,  namely,  the 
Caniii  of  Kent,  the  Regni  of  Sussex,  the  proper  BelgtB  of  Hanp» 
i|dre  and    Wiltshire,   the    Duroiriges  of    Dorsetshire,   and  the 
Damnonii  of  DeTonshire.     The  new  colony,  planted  by  Difitiacni 
In  Middlesex  and  Essex,  went  under  the  name  of  Trinovanta.^ 
Wkitakef'g  Hist,  of  the  Britons^  p.  03,  65. 
.  In  the  year  of  Christ,  49)  two  trophies  are  said  to  iiare  been . 
erected  by  the  Romans  to  commemorate  the  final  defeat  of  the 
Qmgii  ^ho,  as  we  learn  from  Tacitus,  were  sulxlued  by  Ostorias^ 
Proprstor  in  Britain,  under  the  emperor  Claudius.     In  the  time 
el  Henry  VIII.  a  large  oblong  plate  of  lead  was  ploughed  up  in 
the  hamlet  of  Wookey  Hole,  which  had  on  it  tliis  inscription  :«— 

TL     CLAUDIUS.     CAE 

SAR.     AUG.     P.M. 

TRIB.    P.     VIII.     IMP. 

XVI.    DE.     BRITAN. 
This  plate  was  supposed  to  iiafe  belonged  to  one  of  those  trsi^ 
pUes,  an  '  itt'  rds  a  proof  that  if  the  Belgic  fugiti?ei  were  ooi 
tially  exterminated  in  these  parts,  yet  at  least  the  place  in  question 
WW  known  to  the  Romans.  *.  j. 

Smm  antitaiilsi  btre  been  led  ttt  in»8i9«  ttaU  die  Cangi^  yrpsit 
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aeated  in  the  neigliboiirhood  of  Cannington.  Otber  writers  hiTe^ 
boweTer,  placed  them  in  different  quarters  of  the  island. 

Bishop  Tanner  places  the  Cangi  in  the  northern  part  of  WiliU 
shire,  and  supports  his  opinion  bj  the  coincidence  of  the  name  ot 
^at  people,  with  the  first  syllable  in  the  names  of  certain  towns 
and  villages,  as  Calni*,  Cannings,  he, 
W  Id  the  Triads  of  the  ancient  Bards,  the  Cangi  are  mentioned  i| 

a  class  of  men  selected  from  the  principa!  tribes,  or  nations,  and 
dq>ated  to  keep  their  flocks,  and  attend  their  cattle.  Their  herA 
generally  consisted  of  twenty  thousand,  and  were  attended  by  threi 
hundred  of  these  keepers,  or  Cangi.-BHUon^i  Wiltshire^  vol.  i.  p.  t* 

The  Cangi^  according  to  the  learned  Baxter,  were  a  set  of 
people  belonging  to  every  tribe  or  nation  of  the  Britons ;  tli^ 
Attended  the  herds,  and  resided  with  them  in  different  grating 
grounds  at  different  seasons  of  the  year.  The  CornaoH  had  their 
Cdngi  who  wintered  in  ffiraij  and  took  their  summer  residence  1^ 
TeganglCf  now  a  part  of  Flintshire.  The  Ordoviees  had  also  Adi 
Omgi.'^FtnnanVs  Tourt  in  WdUij  voL  i,  p.  7. 

Mr.  Pennant  (ibid.  p.  8).)  supposes  that  the  Coii^,  daripg 
their  long  vacant  time,  might  sometimes  engage  in  mining  concerns* 
This  supposition  is  founded  on  several  pigs  of  lead  having  been 
found  near  Halton,  in  Cbesbire,  some  of  which  were  inscribed 
imp.  Domii.  Jug.  C.  de  Ceang.  These  have  been  thought  to 
commemorate  a  victory  gained  by  the  Romans  over  the  Cangi  f 
bat  it  is  evident,  says  Mr.  P.  that  they  were  nothing  more  tbaa 
pigs  of  lead  brought  there  for  use,  or  exportation,  and  he  is  further 
satisfied,  that  the  ore  which  produced  this  lead  was  dug  and  smelted| 
either  in  that  part  of  Flintshire,  anciently  called  Tegangle,  or  th# 
summer  residence  of  the  Cangi,  or  Ceangi ;  or  from  the  residence 
of  the  same  order  of  peo|>le  In  Derbyshire. 

The  Roman  general  Ostorius  subdued  the  leeni  and  Cangi^  k 
people  of  this  part  of  Somersetshire,  about  the  year  of  our  Lord  60p 
and  built  a  regular  chain  of  forts  upon  the  banks  of  the  Severn  aqpd 
Avon.  Many  of  his Caslra  JEstiva^  or  Exploraioria^  me  still  plain- 
ly discernible.  A  notification  of  Osturius's  presence  in  the  west 
of  England  is  met  with  in  the  name  of  Ausi  passage,  calledtin 
^mesday  Book,  Ouierdioej  an  evident  corruption  of  the  Roivan 
aimdlatioa  Ostorins«— fFbrwef^  UMraHon:  flf  Romw  Jni^* 
diiC9V€r$d  m  Baih^  p.  ?•  ' 
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*  The  common  tradition,  however,  is,  that  CON* 
QUEST  had  its  name  from  a  signal  victory  obtained 
over  the  Danes  at  that  place,  by  the  Saxons  under 
the  command  of  king  Alfred,  which  might  have  be^n 
the  case,  although  the  other  likewii>>e  should  be  strictly 
true.  Certain  it  is,  that  king  Alfred  at  that  period 
posseflfsed  all  the  lands  of  Lydeard,  and  when  he 
emerged  from  the  troubles  in  which  the  Danes  had 
involved  him,  and  began  to  advert  to  the  concerns  of 
domestic  life,  he  gave  the  manor  of  Lydeard,  now 
Called  Bishop's  Lydeard,  with  those  of  Wellington 
and  West  Bucklaiid,  to  Assbb,  theT  preceptor  of  ids 
diildren,  as  a  reward  for  that  prelate's  care  and  atten- 
tion bestowed  upon  them  in  their  education/ 

These  observations  are  confirmed  by  the  discovtfy 
tf  Roman  coins,  and  divers  other  antiquities,  in  the 
foundations  of  an  old  house  near  the  castle,  1643,* 
and  by  a  like  incident  within  the  memory  of  man ; 
when  on  pulling  down  a  house  in  St.  James's  parish^ 
an  old  Roman  coin  was  found.  It  was  of  the  size  (^ 
a  fcrthing,  with  the  bead  of  Vespasian ;  the  legend 
TBSP.  AUG.  IMP.  The  reverse,  a  female  captive, 
hejr  hands  bound  behind  her  to  a  palm  tree ;  the  legend 
lUDAEA  CAPTA,*  and  in  the  exergue  S.  C 

^  In  July  1748,  there  was  ploughed  up  in  a  field  at 
LiUesdon,  in  the  parish  of  North*Carry,  an  urn,  m 
which  were  several  Roman  silver  coins,  namely,  of 

iian,  Constantine,  Constans,  Yalentinian,  Yalens, 


*  Cmnmiinicated  bj  the  Rev.  J.  Collinson.    T. 

*  CoumaBAcateA  by  Mr.  Tbonms  Peacock.    T. 

^  8s%tn  Uhutnllinof  tbkiVferie^bj  AddifDD,  inblf  ^^IMo^ 
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C^httiaOy  Yalentinian  junior,  Tbeodosius,  Magant 
MmxioiciSt  Engeniasy  Arcadius,  Honorius,  and  many 
lidiefs.  They  were  in  the  most  perfect  condition,  and  as 
fresh  as  if  they  had  been  lately  coined.  They  were  all 
of  tbe  same  nze,  excepting  one  of  Oratian's,  with  this 
inscription,  D.  N.  ORATIANUa  P.  F.  AUa* 
and  on  the  rererse  a  fignre  standing,  with  one  foot  on 
a  globe,  and  a  shield  in  his  hand,  inscribed  YOT.  T. 
MULT.  X.  and  round  the  edge  VICTORIA  AV- 
GUSTORUM,  and  in  the  exergue  S.  P.  Q.  R. 
Thin  piece  was  three  times  as  large  as  any  of  the 
other,  and  weighed  nearly  as  mnch  as   n  shilling. 

'  TkMi  isj  Dominus  Nocter  Gratianiis,  Piat,  Felix,  Angustiii* 

«.  Vota  Quinquennalia  Multiplicala  Decennalla,  Senatus  Populusqae 

Atafaiiat.     Victoria  AtgosioTtim.^^In  Engttsh^    ^^  Oar  L6nI 

Ofatian,  pious,  bappjr,  aogutt ;  iht  senate  and  people  4^  Rffme 

miAk  that,  luning  reigned  fire  jean,  be  Inay  rrign  double  that 

*  nmiiber.    The  tictory  of  tlie  Atigtosti.'' 

There  appears  to  haTO  been  a  medal  struck  at  the  same  time  by 
Theodosius,  the  colleague  of  Gratian,  with  the  inscriptioo  <<  Vic. 
toiia  Aogastorom.*' 

It  would  seem  that  this  medal  had  been  struck  about  A.  0.  3Tij 
M  the  defeat  of  the  Goths  by  Theodosios. 

PinkertoB,  (Eaag  on  Medals^  toI.  i.  p.  ^69.)  has  the  following 
ebservation  on  this  inscription: —  ^^  A  remarkable  circumstance 
in  Roman  medals,  is  the  inscription  YOT.  Y.,  MULT.  X.,  to  be 
found  upon  many  reverses,  and  most  componly  marked  on  a  shield, 
#r  urtOfin  a  cVown  of  laurel.  This,  Dt  Gauge  Interprets  to  refer 
f^  the  artifice  ^f  Ai^stes,  who  pretended  to  lay  down  his  polrer, 
•lid  vevaose  it  for  ten  years  longer  as  at  the  request  of  the  nrnato. 
This  term  was,  says  he,  by  succeeding  emperors  shortened  to  fire; 
and  solemn  tows  were  entered  into  by  their  subjects  for  thoir  Saliity 
Ibtho  eiid  of  Aat  period;  ny,  Hiat  doable  that  period  m%tt  be 
Aottel  f6  €Mt  re|gfi,  sgain  ta  ht  pn^ftfifSy  M  tlto  HillMi  iff  Ihefir 

f^lbm  to  H  IMii%  aste."! 
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There  were  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  smaller 
pieces,  the  greater  part  of  which  came  into  die  pos* 
session  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodforde,  vicar  of  North 
Curry.*' 

^  There   is    an   objection    which  may  be    orged 
against   the  occupation  of    Taunton,   or   any   part 
of  the  vale,  by  the  Romans.    This  is  its  low  situation. 
Besides,  there  is  no  evidence  whatever  that  Taunton 
was  a   Roman  town.     It  is   well  known  that  the 
Roman  camps  occupied  the  commanding  summits 
of  the  country,  and  this  is  strongly  exemplified  by  the 
remains  of  several  Roman  camps,  still  existing  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,   namely.  Brent-knoll,  Douse- 
borough-castle  on  the  Quantock-hills,  Castle  Neroche 
on  the  Blackdown-hills,  BlackerVhill  in  Chilcomp- 
ton.  Bow  Ditch  in  Chew-magna,  Burwalls  and  Stoke- 
Leigh  in  Long-Ashton,  Cadbury  or  Camalet-castle, 
Masbury-castle  in  Ashwick,  Hamden-hill  in  Monta* 
cute,  and  Worlebury  Camp  in  Weston-super-Mare. 
All  these,  not  to  mention  several  others,  are  instances 
of  encampments,  occupying  high  and  commanding 
situations.     It  must,  however,  be  acknowledged  that 
one  of  the  principal  Roman  stations  in  this  county, 
that  of  1 1  Chester,  is  an  exception  to  the  rule  here 
mentioned,  for  that  encampment  stands  comparatively 
in  a  low  situation ;  but  this  is  accounted  for,  when  it 
is  recollected  that  Ilchester  had  been  one    of  the 
principal  towns  of  the  Belgic  Britons,  previously  to 

'  Gent  Mag.  Sept.  1748,  p.  405. 

Several  of  these  coins,  which  are  in  the  highest  state  of  preser* 
yationi  are  now  in  the  possesaion  of  Thomas  Woodfoide^  Es^ 
of  Taunton^  son  of  the  late  Rev.  Mr*  Weodforde^  of  Nordi-Carry. 
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the  Roman  invasion  ;  and  this  is  the  reason  why  the 
Romans  occupied  the  present  Ilchester  as  a  summer 
camp,  whilst  their  regfolar  and  permanent  station  was 
upon   Hamden-hill,  within  view  of  Ilchester/ 


*  In  Collinson*s  History  of  the  County  of  Somerset, 
vol.  1.  p.  xxiii.  it  is  said  that  a  Roman  road  ran,  nearly 
parallel  with  the  Fosse,  from  the  Forest  of  Gxmoor 
through  Taunton,  Bridg-water,  and  Axbridge,  to 
Portishead,  on  the  Bristol  Channel,  where  it  inter- 
sected Wansdike,  and  whence  there  was  a  trajeclus 
to  the  city  of  Isca  Silurunif  now  Caerleon,  in  the 
county  of  Monmouth. 

^  Admitting  the  statement  of  Collinson's,  relating  to 
this  Roman  road,  to  be  correct,  it  adds  strength  to  the 
conjecture  that  the  old  road  from  Taunton  to  Bathpool,' 
where  it  branches  off  from  the  present  turnpike-road 
near  the  first  mile-stone,  is  the  remains  of  the  Roman 
stratum.' 

TAUNTON   IN   THE    TIME    OP   THE   SAXONS. 

But  in  whatever  obscurity  this  early  period  of  the 
History  of  Taunton  is  involved,  it  clearly  appears  to 

'  The  name  of  ^  Bathpool'  would  indicate  that  tillage  to  ha?c  been 
a  British  town.  It  appears  to  be  derived  from  Uod^pwll^f  Bod 
ia  the  British,  from  the  Hebrew  Bethj  signifying  a  house  or 
dwelling,  whence  onr  present  word  booth ;  and  pzc//,  British,  % 
current  of  water  kept  together  and  fed  by  springs.  Minsheir 
derires  pool  from  the  Greek  word  pulos^  mud. 

The  hill  at  Bathpool,  called  Crecchbury-Hill,  has  every  appear, 
aaee  of  being  artificial.  It  was,  without  doubt^  ^  British  eart]^ 
work;  or  MU  of  commonication. 

C 
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iiave  beeQ  a  place  of  greaCt  4iote  in  the  time  ot  the 
Saxons,  to  which  people  it  certainly  owes  its  foundation. 
For  Ina,  one  of  the  West-Saxon  kings,'  as  early  as  the 
year  700,   built  a  caslle  here,  nearly  upon  the  site  of 
4he  present  castle,  ^  not  only  as  a  place  of  residence, 
but  also  for  the  purpose  of  better  securing  the  con- 
quests which  he  had  made  in  this  part  of  Britain,  and 
•  awing  ^hose  disaffected  nobles  who  fixed  a  jealous  eye 
on  his  dominions.    It  was  here  that  that  prince,  whose 
reign  throughout  is  marked  with  fortitude  tempered 
with  moderation,  and  prudence  heightened  by  religion,* 
is  said  to  have  held  the  first  great   council  of  his 
kingdom,  by  whose  assistance,  he  compiled  a  code  of 
4aws  for  the  government  of  his  subjects/ 

"*  Ina  succeeded  CeadwaUa  in  Wessex.  He  was  the  sod  of  Cenred^ 
If  ho  was  the  nephew  of  Cynegils.  ills  father  was  lifing  at  the 
period  of  his  accession. 

*  Wilkins's  Leges  Saxoiiicse,  p.  14 — 27. 

When  he  established  his  laws,  he  saith :  <<  I  Ina,  king  of  the 

West-Saxons,  ha?e  called  my  fatherhood,  aldermen,  and  my  wisest 

commons,  with  the  godly  men  of  my  kingdom,  to  consult  of  great 

and  weighty  matters." — Here  is  represented,  in  king  InUy  the  king's 

^royal  person ;  his  fatherhood,  in  those  ancient  days,  were  those 

whom  we  call  bishops,  and  therefore  were  termed  reverend  fathers  ; 

"bjr  aldermen,  4lie  Dobilrty  is  meant ;  so  honourable  was  the  word 

aldermen  of  old  times,  that  only  noblemen  were  called  aldermen. 

By  the  wisest  commons  is  signified  knights  and  burgesses  ;  and  so 

IS  the  king's  writ  at  this  day,  ^  De  discreUoribus  et  magis  suffici. 

entibus,"     By  godly  men  is  meant  the  convocation  house  ;  for  that 

It  only  consisteth  of  religious  men,  to  consult  of  great  and  weighty 

matters ;  so  is  the  king's  writ  at  this  day  ;  ^^  Pro  quibusdam  arduis 

et  urgentibus  negotiis^  nos,  statum  et  dcfensionem  regni  nostri 

Angliae,  et  ecclesiae  Anglicanas  concernentibus." — Doddridge  en 

ih^  Jniiquiiy  of  Parliaments  in  Hearne*s  CoUeciian  of  Curdem 

ikscounes^  toI,  u  p.  281.    T. 
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'  M och  of  the  fame  of  Ina  has  been  gained  by  his 
legislation,  and  he  deserves  the  gratitude  of  mankind 
in  common  with  every  other  lawgiver.  Whoever 
applies  himself  to  mark  the  useful  limits  of  human 
at^tion,  to  set  boundaries  to  individual  selfishness,  to 
establish  the  provisions  of  justice  in  defence  of  the 
weak  or  injured,  and  to  rescue  the  criminal  from 
punishments  inflicted  capriciously,  is  a  character 
entitled  to  the  veneration  of  mankind.  Laws  must 
partsdce  of  the  ignorance  and  spirit  of  the  age  which 
gave  them  birth.  An  Ina  must  legislate  for  the  people 
of  an  Ina.  If  the  subsequent  improvements  of  man- 
kind discover  that  prior  regulations  have  been  defec- 
tive, succeeding  legislators  will  correct  those  provisions, 
which  the  progress  of  society  has  made  obsolete  or 
improper/' 

■  Tarner>  Anglo-Saxons,  vol.  i.  p.  396. 

The  laws  of  kVng  Ina  were  made  by  the  advice  of  Cenred  his 
ficther,  Edda  and  Erkenwald  his  bishops,  his  aldennen,  and  other 
fVitai  in  council  assembled. 

In  his  first  law,  the  enforcing  word  is  in  the  plural  number^ 
Practpimus,  that  is,  we,  the  king  and  members  of  the  Wiienage^ 
mote  J  command  the  following  laws  to  be  observed.  From  these 
words  it  seems  the  nobles  had  not  only  a  share  with  the  king  in 
making  the  laws,  bat  also  the  enforcing  and  putting  of  them  into 
execution, 

Ina  wfts  one  of  those  kings  of  the  Heptarchy  that  Ethelwerd  (ia 
his  Chronicle  published  by  Sir  Henry  Savile,  among  the  Five  Historic 
atis  after  Bcde)  called  Anglorum  Rex  primus^  to  whose  laws  the 
reit  of  the  kings  of  the  Heptarchy  agreed,  and  received  them  into 
thcfir  dominions,  and  were  in  some  measure  parties  to  them ;  for 
when  matters  of  national  concern  were  to  be  debated  in  the  council 
of  that  king  to  whom  was  conceded  the  pre.emiaence,  the  other 
kings  sent  same  of  their  principal  men  to  be  present  there,  to 
diHiite  and  cousetit,  and  to  hiing  the  laws  there  made  into  the 
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The  second  of  Ina*s  laws  prescribed  a  penalty  for 
deferring  the  baptism  of  infants  beyond  thirty  days, 
and  a  nnuch  g'reater  when  they  died  unbaptised.'  One 
of  them  appears  to  have  been  dictated  by  hunvanity, 
and  to  have  been  intended  as  a  mild  and  equitable 
provision  for  the  ease  and  comfort  of  slaves/  that 

kingdoms  from  whence  they  were  sent, — Gurdon^s  Ilist.  of  Par* 
iiamenty  vol,  i.  p,  27. 

Alfred  was  the  first  king  who  made  a  code  of  laws  which  was 
common  to  the  whole  kingdom.  There  were  very  few  legislators 
among  the  Saxon  monarchs.  The  laws  of  Ethelbert,  who  died  in 
617,  are  the  most  ancient  that  we  hare.  The  next  are  those  of 
Lotliaire,  673 ;  Edric,  684 ;  and  Wightred,  694  ;  all  of  them  kin^ 
of  Kent.  Ina^  king  of  the  West-Saxons,  as  mentioned  in  the  text, 
and'Offa,  king  of  Mcrcia,  757,  were  the  only  other  kings  of 
tlre'Heptardiy  who  formed  any  laws,  which  have  been  preserved  by 
historians.  If  it  be  objected,  that  the  people  of  the  other  kingdoms 
could  not  live  without  laws  suited  to  the  situation  of  their  affairs, 
it  ma^  be  observed  that  the  monarchs  of  those  kingdoms  received 
into  their  states  and  adopted  the  laws  of  the  kings  already  mention- 
ed. The  laws  of  Ina  were  received  by  the  other  kings  of  the 
Heptarchy,  and  in  one  of  the  great  councils  held  by  Ofia,  king  of 
Mercia,  there  were  present  the  king  of  the  East-Saxons,  the  king 
of  the  West.Saxons,  the  king  of  Kent,  tlie  king  of  Northumberland, 
and  three  kings  of  Wales. — Gurdons  Hist,  of  Parliament ^  vol.  1. 
p.  27. — Spelm,  Con.  309.  313. 

'  Inett's  Hist,  of  the  English  Church,  vol.  i.  p.  287.     T. 

*  The  Anglo-Saxons  not  only  kept  great  numbers  of  individuals 
in  a  state  of  slavery,  but  they  were  also  dealers  in  slaves,  and 
carried  on  that  inhuman  traffic  on  a  large  scale.  The  Northum. 
brians  in  particular  were  famous  for  their  exportation  of  slaves^ 
and  this  trade  continued  amongst  them,  according  to  William  of 
Malmsbury  (Script.  poU  Bedanty  p.  17.)  for  some  time  after  tb« 
conquest. 

The  people  of  Bristol  were  also  very  much  employed  in  the 
•lare  trade^  which  they  pursued  with  such  eagerness;  that  they 
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they  might  not  be  worn  out  by  unceasing  labour ;  for 
it  is  ordained,  that  if  a  servant,  by  his  master's  com- 
mand, should  work  on  Sunday,  he  should  be  made  free. 

frequently  spared  not  their  nearest  relations.  The  description  of  the 
slave.market,  as  given  in  the  life  of  St.  Wulfstan,  bishop  of  Wor. 
cestcr,  (Anglia  Sacra,  toI.  ii.  p.  258.)  who  filled  that  see  at  the 
time  of  the  conquest,  and  died  in  1095,  is  an  exact  picture  of  the 
Degro  commerce  as  lately  carried  on  in  the  West  Indies  : — 

^^  There  is  a  town  called  Brichstou  (Bristol)  opposite  to  Irefand, 
and  extremely  convenient  for  trading  with  that  country.  Wulfstan 
induced  them  to  drop  a  barbarous  custom,  which  neither  the  love 
of  God  nor  the  king  could  prevail  on  them  to  lay  aside.  This 
was  the  mart  for  slaves,  collected  from  all  parts  of  England,  and 
particularly  young  women  whom  they  took  care  to  put  into  such  a 
ttate  as  to  enhance  their  value.  It  was  a  most  moving  sight 
to  see  in  the  public  markets,  rows  of  young  people,  of  both  sexes, 
tied  together  with  ropes ;  of  great  beauty,  and  in  the  flower  of 
their  youth,  daily  prostituted,  daily  sold.  Execrable  fact !  wretehed 
disgrace !  men  unmindful  even  of  the  affections  of  the  brute  crea- 
tion !  delivering  into  slavery  their  relations,  and  even  their  very 
offspring." 

Chester,  it  appears,  was  one  of  the  places,  from  which  slaves 
were  exported  in  the  time  of  the  Saxons.  Its  vicinity  to  Wales, 
and  the  frequent  wars  carried  on  with  the  Welsh,  furnished  them 
with  a  constant  supply,  but  if  that  were  wanting,  their  neighbours 
of  the  Northumbrian  kingdom  were  ready  to  dispose  of  their 
nearest  relations.^- Pennan/'j  Tours  in  Wales,  vol  i.  p.  174. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  mart  for  slaves  at  Lewes  in  Sussex, 
for  in  Domesday  Book  it  is  said  that  in  that  borough,  four-pence 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  portreeve  for  every  man  sold  there. 

This  unhappy  race  of  metl  seems  to  have  been  longer  perpetuated 
on  the  estates  of  the  monasteries  than  elsewhere,  for  the  monka 
were  forbidden  by  an  ancient  canon  to  manumit  their  slaves.  Iq 
the  survey  of  Glastonbury  Abbey,  taken  after  the  dissolution 
there  is  mention  of  ^<  two  hundred  and  scventy-one  bondmen, 
whole  bodies  lind  goods  were  at  the  king's  highness's  pleasure." 
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'  Notwithstanding  the  insurrection  of  Ealdbryht 
Clito,  who  urged  a  presumptive  claim  to  ^e  crown 
of  the  West-Saxons,'  and  whom  Ina  vanquished  under 
the  walls  of  his  castle,  and  the  seditious  murmurs  of 
some  other  malecontents  of  inferior  note,  he  lived  to 
see  his  territories  in  the  full  possession  of  tranquillity  ; 
and  there  being  now  no  longer  an  occasion  for  walU 
and  bulwarks/  the  castle  which  he  had  erected  in 
Taunton,  was  destroyed^  about  the  year  721 ;  and 

'  The  insurrection  of  pretenders  disturbed  the  close  of  Ina'f 
reign ;  but  he  attacked  and  destroyed  Cynewulf  Etheling ;  and  la 
the  next  year  his  queen  besieged  another,  Ealdbryht,  in  Tauntofr, 
a  castle  which  the  king  had  built  to  defend  that  part  of  his 
dominions,  and  in  which  the  rebel  had  taken  his  post.  She  lefelled 
it  to  the  ground,  and  Ealdbryht  withdrew  into  Sussex.  Ina  di« 
rected  his  forces  against  this  province,  and  three  years  afterwards 
slew  his  competitor. — Sax.  Chron.  52. — Hunt.  338. — Flor.  Wig. 
268. — Turner^ s  Hist,  of  the  Jnglo^SaxonSy  vol.  i.  p.  401. 

*  It  is  probable  that  this  castle  was  constructed  of  timber^  ai 
was  customary  with  several  ancient  nations,  and  even  with  others 
6f  later  date.  The  PersiaLS  on  the  approach  of  the  Spartans, 
secured  themselves  within  their  wooden  walls  ;  and  Caesar  found 
great  resistance  from  a.iow«r  in  the  Alpine  castle  of  Larignum^  made 
of  the  timber  of  the  larch,  which  was  found  to  be  incombustible 
In  later  times  the.  castle  of  Bamburgh  in  Northumberland,  was 
built  originally  by  Ida  with  wood  ;  and  the  burgh  of  Murray  was 
fortified  by  the  Danes  with  the  same  material.  The  people  of  the 
same  county,  in  1^28,  had  castles  of  wood  ;  and  acentury  after  these 
more  recent  instances,  William  de  Melton,  archbishop  of  York, 
in  1317,  fortified  the  mount*  in  that  city,  called  Old  Bale^  with 
beams  eighteen  inches  thick.— Whenever  we  find  an  ancient  fortresi 
totally  vanished,  and  cannot  account  for  the  disposal  of  the 
materials  in  the  erection  of  any  neighbouring  buildings,  w6  must 
suppose  that  they  had  been  constructed  of  wood ;  and  that  they  had 
been  destroyed  by  fire,  either  4^g  i^to  them  by  mea^s  of  |orc)^ 
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the  king  having  put  the  government  of  his  kingdom 
into  the  hands  of  Ethelard^  brother  of  his  queen 
Ethelburga,  retired  to  a  monastery  at  Rome,  and 
there  ended  his^  days.'  A  new  castle  was  built  by 
one  of  the  bishops  of  Winchester,  about  the  time  of 
the  conquest,  and  it  was  afterwards  considerablju 
improved  as  weH  as  repaired  by  other  bishops.*** 

With  Ina  originated  the  tribute  called  Peter's  Fences 
It  was  ordained  by  a  general  decree,  that  in  every 
family,  possessed  of  any  kind  of  goods  to  the  value  of 
twenty  pence,  throughout  all  the  kingdom  of  the 
West-Saxons,  one  penny  should  be  yearly  collected 
at  Lammas^  and  sent  over  to  the  blessed  SU  Peter 

or  by  velite^  or  fast  masses  of  coitibastibles  rolled  against  them  by. 
the  force  of  numbers,  as  was  the  practice  of  the  ancient  ScandinaTi. 
ans,  described  by  Glaus  Magnus. — It  is  in  this  manner  we  must 
account  for  the  total  disappearance  of  many  castles  in  Wales,  whose 
names  are  preserTed  in  history,  but  whose  yestiges  are  now  sought 
for  in  Tain. — FennanVs  Tours  in  fValeSy  toI.  ii.  p.  14. 

In  a  letter  from  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet  to  Dr.  Toulmin  he  says 
^  The  arch  that  I  have  lately  altered  Into  a  room  was  built  above 
twelve  hundred  years  since,  by  Ina,  king  of  the  West-Sazons  for- 
his  mistress — whose  queen,  after  his  death,  destroyed  part  of  the 
castle  to  be  revenged  on  that  lady.  How  soon  after  it  was  rebuilt 
and  fortified  so  as  to  be  called  the  western  key  of  the  kingdom  I 
do  not  find.'' 

'  CoUinson's  Hist,  of  Somerset,  vol.  Hi.  p«  2^. 

*The  Saxon  Chronicle,  Anno  1001,  informs  us  that  the  Danes* 
in  one  of  their  predatory  incursions  burnt  Tegnturiy  with  many 
other  good  towns^  This  name  has  been  appropriated  to  Tauntott 
by  Lambarde,  the  Kentish  antiquary,  in  his  Dictionarium  Anglian 
Topog.  et  Hist.  p.  368,  but  Gibson,  in  Nominum  Locorum  expli^ 
catio,  at  the  end  of  his  edition  of  the  Saxon  Chronicle,  supposes^ 
with  greater  probability,  one  of  the  Teigntons  in  the  county  o£ 
I>eToii,  to  have  been  the  scene  of  this  dreadful  calamity.    H.^ 
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Und  the  church  of  Rome,  which  in  the  Anglo-Saxart 
-was  called  Rome-scot.  It  was  first  paid  under  the 
iQOtion  of  the  king's  alms ;'  but  was  afterwards  required 
under  the  name  of  Peter's  Pence.* 

'  Speed's  Succession  of  Eoglisli  Monarchs,  p.  307. 

^The  original  application  and  design  of  this  tribute,  according  tO 
Matthew  of  Westminster,  was  the  support  of  the  English,  whd 
might  repair  to  Rome,  to  be  instructed  in  literature  and  the  catholic 
faith,  in  the  English  school  which  Ina  built  there.  To  accommOi* 
date  them  he  also  erected  a  church  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Marjy 
in  which  thejr  might  celebrate  divine  service,  and  if  they  should 
happen  to  die  at  Rome,  be  interred.^Weever^sFunercU  Mon.  p.  173. 

The  piety  and  munificence  of  Ina,  in  the  style  of  that  age,  were 
displayed  in  Tarious  institutions  in  England.  In  704,  he  built  A 
monastery  at  Wells.  In  708,*  he  rebuilt  Glastonbury  abbey,  and 
exchanged  the  black  monks  for  benedictincs.  He  afterwards  erected 
a  monastery  at  Muchelney,  in  Somersetshire,  and  an  abbey  at 
Abingdon  in  Berkshire.  After  a  reign  of  thirty-seven  or  thirty- 
eight  years,  he  resigned  his  throne  to  his  kinsman  Ethelard,  and 
travelled,  on  pilgrimage  to  Rome,  where  he  died  in  728.  He  is 
said  to  have  taken  this  step  at  the  persuasion  of  his  queenEthelburga, 
irho  had  long  urged  him  to  it,  without  efiect,  till  she  hit  upon  the 
following  expedient.  When,  on  a  certain  time,  he  had  lodged  at  a 
manor  in  the  country,  with  all  regal  splendour,  and  had  been  enter, 
tained  with  all  the  luxury  the  age  afforded  ;  on  his  departure,  she 
directed  the  keeper  of  the  royal  seat  to  remove  all  the  rich  furniture, 
bedding,  and  hangings  of  the  palace,  to  fill  the  rooms  and  all  the 
offices  with  straw,  ordure,  and  filth,  and  to  lay  a  sow  with  pigs  in 
the  royal  chamber.  When  every  thing  was  thus  prepared  to  excite 
disgust,  where  before  he  had  lodged  with  pleasure,  she  feigned 
urgent  reasons  to  induce  the  king  to  visit  it  again.  On  his  return 
to  it  and  perceiving  the  loathsome  appearance  it  wore,  she  took 
occasion  to  direct  his  thoughts  ^^  to  the  consideration  of  the  vain 
pleasures  of  this  world,  which  in  a  moment  come  to  nought ;  to- 
gether with  the  corruption  of  the  flesh,  being  a  filthy  lump  of  clay, 
tfter  it  should  once  be  dissolved  in  death."    The  historian  tells  us. 
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MANOR   OF     TAUNTON-I>£AN    ANNEXED    TO    THE 

SEE    OF  WINCHESTER. 

*  Ethelard,  succeeding  to  the  throne  of  the  West-* 
Saxons,  seems  to  have  followed  the  steps  of  his  great 
predecessor,  and  to  have  cultivated  peace,  piety,  and 
religion,  in  which  he  was  assisted  by  his  devout  queen 
Fritheswitha,  who, abandoning  all  her  splendid  posses- 
sions, devoted  herself  entirely  to  God,  and,  among 
many  other  acts  of  religious  charity,  prevailed  upon 
Ethelard  to  bestow  the  town  of  Taunton,  then  the 
seat  of  royal  residence,  on  the  church  of  Winchester, 
which  had  been  founded  by  Cynegils,  the  first 
christian  king  of  the  West-Saxons.*  To  this  dona- 
tion, which  was  made  somewhat  above  three  hundred 
years  before  the  arrival  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
was  appended  in  that  space  such  a  remarkable  share 
of  immunities,  prerogatives,  and  privileges,  as  is 
hardly  to  be  found  in  the  description  of  any  other 
manor  in  the  Norman  survey.' 

Dugdale,  in  the  Monasticon,^  says,  that  in  the  year 

that  her  persaasioos,  enforced  by  the  scene  before  him,  took  efiect. 
He  renounced  the  world,  and  his  queeu  herself  became  a  nun  in 

the  abbey  of  Barking,  where  she  was  made  abbess,  and  died. 

HoUnshead's  Chronicle^  vol.  i.  History y  p.  127,  128. — Turner^ s 
Anglo-Saxons^  vol.  i.  p.  402.     T. 

'  Collinson's  Hist,  of  Somerset,  yoI.  iii.  p.  229. 

*  Anno  721.  Ethelardus  Rex  West.Saxiae.  Hujns  conjunz 
Fritheswitha  Regina  dedit  Wintoniensi  Ecclesiae  Tantonam  dc  suo 
patrimonio. — Et  ipse  Ethelardus  de  sua  parte  addidit  ad  praedictum 
manerium,  ad  opus  ejusdem  Ecclesiae  Tii.  Mansas. — Man.  Angl, 
Toh  i.  p.  32. 

Fritheswitha  Regina,  mater  sanctae  Frethelwithae  Virginis,  dedit 
Ecclesis  Winton.  Manerium  de  Tantone^  in  qua  requiescit 
humata.— Aftf.  p.  980. 
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72!,  Ethe1ard*s  queen  gave,  cwit  of  her  patrimony^ 
the  manor  of  Taunton  to  the  ehurch  of  Winchester^ 
where  she  was  buried;  to  which  Ethelard  himself 
added  seven  manses,  or  dwellings  for  peasants.* 

It  is,  however,  asserted  by  other  historians,  that  the 
manor  of  Taunton,  was  a  grant  of  queen  Emma's,  whof 
when  a  widow,  was  accused  by  Robert,  archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  to  king  Edward  the  Confessor,  her  son,  of 
incontinency  with  Alfwin,  bishop  of  Winchester* 
Upon  this  charge  the  bishop  was  imprisoned,  and  the 
royal  lady  treated  with  rigour.  To  exculpate  her 
character,  she  offered  blindfolded  and  barefooted,  to 
pass  over  nine  red-hot  ploughshares,  placed  at  unequal 
distances.  This  mode  of  trial,  called  the  Fiery  Ordeal,. 
was  generally  adopted  in  those  times  j  and  in  this^ 
case,  the  appeal  was  considered  as  made  to  the  provi- 
dence of  Gob,  who,  it  was  supposed,  would  miracu- 
lously support  the  innocent.  The  issue  of  the  expe- 
riment, it  is  said,  evinced  the  innocence  of  queen 
Emma,  who  passed  over  them  unhurt ;  and  to  express 
her  gratitude  to  heaven,  and  to  perpetuate  the 
remembrance  of  her  vindicated  character,  gave  the 
manor  of  Taunton-Dean,  and  eight  other  valuable 
manors  to  the  bishop  of  Winchester  and  hi» 
successors/  But  Dr.  Richardson,  the  learned  editor 
of  Godwin,  treats  this  story  concerning  Emma,  as  a 
monkish  fable;  because  the  best  and  most  carefa( 
historians  near  those  times,  Roger  Hoveden,  William 

'  *So  is  the  word  mansas  explained  ia  Dugdale's  Moo.  Angt. 
1718,  p.  ll-*4ind  ia  Kelbam's  Domesday  Book  illustrated,  p.  M7. 

*  Locke's  MS.  aod  Godwin's  Catalogue  of  Bishopf. 
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of  Malmsbury,  Matthew  of  Westmiiister,  and  others, 
take  no  notice  of  this  wonderful  escape/ 

^  The  names  of  the  nine  manors,  which  queen  Emma 
bestowed  upon  the  church  ^f  Winchester,  are  given  in 
the  note  below,  from  Dugdala,*  but  Taunton  is  not 
mentioned  in  the  number,  so  that  it  is  more  probabU 
that  queen  Fritheswitha  gave  thi^  manor  to  the  sea 
of  Winchester.* 

The  religion  of  those  times  consisted  very  mach  io 
investing  religious  houses  and  characters  with  great 
estates.  We  survey  the  amazing  grants  of  this  kind 
with  astonishment  at  the  energy  of  superstition^  which 
could  thus  engage  the  great  proprietors  of  lands  to 
ytrip  themselves  and  their  heirs  of  their  patrimony  ; 
aQd  we  are  not  less  astonished  at  the  folly  of  tht 
government,  that  could  permit  the  monopolies  of 
pQwer  and  wealth,  which  sacred  institutions  thus 
obtained.  It  has  been  well  observed,  that  notwith<« 
standing  these  alienations  of  private  fortunes,  they 
were  not  wholly  lost  to  the  public,  but  sometimes  did 
eventually  prove  beneficial  to  the  community^  anj 
as  they  enabled  their  possessors  to  relieve  and  mitigata 
the  public  burdens,  so  they  were  at  times  improved 
to  these  purposes.  The  bishops  of  Winchester  ofteo 
advanced  loans  to  the  kings.  William  of  Wykeham 
paid  for  his  tenants,  three  several  times,  the  subi^diet 
granted  to  the  king  by  parliament.    Henry  Beauforl 

*  Richardson  dc  Praesulibiis  Anc^liae,  p.  57. 

*  Emma  mater  Bdwardi  Confcssoris,  dedit  BOTem  Msoeria 
WintonieDsi  Ecclesiae ;  Brandesbj^ri,  Berchefelde,  Howthtoie, 
Fjfide,  Mechelmerche^TTingeo,  W  icombe,  Weregntve^et  Haylioge. 
— Jfen.  JngL  vol.  i.  p.  980. 
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the  successor  to  William  of  Wykeham,  who  wa^ 
called  the  rich  cardinal,  lent  Henry  V.  greatly 
involved  in  debt  by  his  continual  wars,  twenty  thou* 
sand  pounds/  There  are  also  instances  on  record, 
of  the  lenity  and  liberality  of  rich  ecclesiastics  towards 
their  tenants.  William  of  Wykeham,  at  his  first 
entrance  upon  the  bishopric  of  Winchester,  remitted 
to  his  poor  tenants,  certain  acknowledgments,  usually 
paid  and  due  by  custom,  to  the  amount,  says  Godwin, 
of  five  hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  and  according  to 
Lowth,  five  hundred  and  two  pounds,  one  shilling 
and  seven-pence,  of  which  th^re  was  remitted  to 
Taunton  and  Rimpton  one  hundred  and  one  pounds, 
twelve  shillings  and  eight-pence.  Duppa,  one  of  his 
successors,  remitted  to  his  tenants,  no  less  than  thirty 
thousand  pounds.*  The  enumeration  of  the  sums 
expended,  from  the  emoluments  of  the  religious,  in 
acts  of  munificence  and  charity,  would  furnish  a  large 
volume.  Monasteries  endowed,  colleges  founded, 
schools  erected,  churches  built,  perpetual  alms  to  the 
poor,  and  exhibitions  to  students,  are  monuments  of 
the  liberality,  with  which  the  estates  that  had  been, 
in  one  sense,  alienated  from  the  community,  were 
given  back  again  to  the  public,  in  the  application  of 
them  to  objects  of  general  utility.  It  is  amazing, 
what  immense  sums  were  thus  expended.  But  the 
greatness  of  the  expenditure  proves  the  resources 
were  also  great. 

'  Lowth»8  Life  of  WUliam  of  Wykeham,  p.  300. 

*  Grangcr*s  Biogr.  Hist,  of  Englaod  8to,  toI.  iii.  p.  194;  195. 


■5  I 


*  11? 


3  -S 


i.S' 


■-■!!| 


1 

«■ 

i 

fa 

o 

■•is  -  = 

2       J 

11 

■si 

1^ 

'a  -  - 

s     =■  " 

^1 

-is  -  =  -  s     s  = 

II 
=1 

^iff  «  o  o  2*    o 
^s  -  -  -  is     iS 

1 
II 

■    a 

i  i 
's  -S  ■? 

11^ 

1 

1 

E 

■; 
■i 

\ 

1 

i 

1 

0< 

o 
CQ 


o 
H 


■  s  '^ 


^(S 


o    *    • 


"**  to  *^ 


•0  W     ^ 


^8  « 


Ok  O  •«  C  «0  tf)  ^ 

K  0»  M  O  ^  Ok  to 

^  iC  «  «  M  O  O 

•4  tH  •f)  O 


-*    <o    O 


•9    C^    O 

fe  «  8 


e 


CO 


i«M 


o 


00 


sis  « 


00 


^  «     00 
«•  «0     00 


SS 


^     00 


o 
o 


Ok 

to 


t*    o    ^ 

o  c  00 

Ok    ««(    •<4> 


00   o    o 


^  ^  tn 

«H    o    •« 


00 


00 

o 


•— ^ 


o  c  "♦ 

O     tf    Ok 


>o    <o  « 


•9 

O 


^5     «* 


99 
Ok 

o 


C^  O  r^ 
d'  9  to 
CO     '^     00 


•0 

•9 

o 


4  09    «< 


O' 
(0 


o 

00 


^   e^   o^ 

S  *  8J 


:r 


o 

8  ^ 


43 

3 

I 


S 


o    a 


a 


^  w  _ 


o 

^  I 

O  o     w 

•a  ij  -9 

«  R    (>4 


S  I  ^ 


Cm      <U 


'^      O 

i  s  a 

has 

M    NH    K 


o 
S  .o 


I 

s 


Q 
O 


•a* 

etM 

a  o 


3 

Em 


^2   ^ 
^^    I 

SS   .3 

«  a 

II    3 

""l     a- 

a  "^       a 
o  ^  ,    «* 

HA**  ^ 

OiS  s  •- 
•2  s  Is 

5  w  o  ^ 

V     V     2f        A 


88      « 
i 


a      &    . 
•  a  5  V| 

.2  o  e«  '^ 


tip: 


_     8   B 


HISTORY   OF   TAUNTON.  31 

This  sum,  being  near  seven  hundred  pounds,  ob- 
serves Mr*  Locke,  was  a  princely  income  at  the  time 
of  the  conquest ;  and  as  k  is  charged  on  one  of  the 
divisions  only,  not  contaiiiiDg  above  half  the  hundred 
of  Taunton,  it  may  be  thought  too  bountiful  a  gift  to 
any  church  or  rdigious  order,  and  too  large  a  district 
ta  be  comprehended  ia  the  idea  of  one  single  manor 
which  for  extent  and  value  cannot  be  paralleled  in 
history.  Its  annual  rent  at  present,  as  taken  from 
aa.  actual  survey,  amounts  to  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  pounds,  an  income  far  superior  to  that  of 
«ny  British  peer,  or  even  to  several  of  the  German 
princes.  If  the  fee  of  this  hundred,  burthened,  as  in 
its  present  state  with  taxes,  were  to  be  sold  at  twenty 
three  years  purchase,  it  woidd  amount  to  a  sum  littl* 
short  of  three  millions  and  a  half. 

The  grant  of  such  an  extensive  and  valuable  manor 
must  necessarily  have  advanced  the  see  of  Winchester 
to  a  pre-eminence  in  wealth  and  power  above  most, 
if  not  all,  the  other  sees.  This  diocese,  accordingly, 
was  anciently  valued^  in  the  king^s  books,  at  three 
thousand  three  hundred  eighty-five  pounds  three 
shillings  and  three-pence  farthing,  and  is  now  at  two 
thousand  eight  hundred  seventy-three  pounds  eightee/a 
shillings  and  one  penny.  It  is  natural  to  expect 
that  of  those  who  have  filled  this  see,  there  shouM 
have  been  persons  of  the  first  rank  and  dignity.  We 
are  told  it  has  yielded  to  the  church  ten  saints,  and 
to  Rome  two  cardinals ;  to  England  one  lord  chief 
justice,  nine  lord  chancellors,  two  lord  treasurers, 
one  lord  privy  seal,  one  chancellor  of  the  university- 
of  Osford,  one  chancellor  of  the  exchequer^  and 
twenty-five  prelates  of  the  order  of  the  garter. 
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DESCRIPTION   OF   TAUNTON  FROM 
BOMESDAT-BOOK. 

[compiled  in  the  tear  iOB6*J 


*  The  bishop  of  Winchester'  holds  Taunton.  Arch- 
bishop Stigand  (then  bishop  of  Winchester)  held  it 
in  the  time  of  king  Edward,  and  it  paid  the  geld^  for 
fifty-four  hides,  and  two  yard-lands  and  a  half,'  of 
which  there  was  arable  land  sufficient  for  one  hundred 

'  This  was  Walchelin,  who  is  sometimes  called  in  Domesday- 
Book,  Walkelin,  and  Valceline.  He  was  cousin  and  chaplain  to 
the  Conqueror,  and  professor  of  theology  at  Paris.  Soon  after  hia 
coming  into  England,  he  was,  in  the  room  of  Stigand,  who  had 
been  translated  to  the  archiepiscopal  seo  of  Canterbury,  consecrated 
bishop  of  Winchester,  by  Armingfrid,  the  pope's  legate,  in  tlie 
year  1073.  Walchelin  presided  o?er  that  see  twenty-four  years, 
and  died  on  the  second  of  January,  1097.  He  is  generally  sup- 
posed to  ha?e  instituted  the  customs  of  the  manor  of  Taunton.  He 
was  succeeded  in  the  bishopric  of  Winchester  by  William  Giffard, 
the  founder  of  the  Priory  in  Taunton. 

*  This  was  the  tax  called  Dane^^eld,  which  was  first  imposed  in 
the  reign  of  king  Ethelred  about  the  year  001. — See  the  Appendix 
for  a  detailed  account  of  this  tax. 

*  Virgate,  that  is,  land  which  was  held  by  the  verge^  as  most  of 

the  copyhold  land  in  the  kingdom  now  is,  copyholders  being  fre- 
quently stiled  tenants  by  the  verge  ;  the  latin  words  virgaia  terrm 
are  badly  translated  ^^  yard-land,"  but  do  not  signify  so,  the 
meaning  being  quod  tenetur  per  virgam^  namely,  that  such  land 
was  held  by  the  yard,  rod,  or  rerge. ^-Browne  fVillis's  Hist,  of 
Buckingham^  p.  362. 

The  same  author  supposes  that  the  term  yardJand,  verge4and 
could  nerer  signify  any  particular  or  certain  measure  or  quantity 
of  land,  but  on  the  contrary,  rather  signified  a  portion  of  land  of 
uocerUin  quantity  and  mevure,  such  and  so  nuoh  aa  a  lord  pleased 
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ploughs.  Besides  this  the  bishop  has  in  demesne* 
twenty  carucates  which  never  paid  the  geld,*  and 
thirteen  ploughs.  There  are  eighty  villans,  eighty-two 
bordars,  seventy  bondmen  or  slaves  [^erri],  sixteen 
colibertiy'    and   seventeen    swineherds/   who   render 

to  grant  to  his  Tillan  to  hold  at  his  lord's  will  by  the  rod  or  verge* 
—Ibid.  p.  363. 

Four  virgates  made  a  hide.  A  manuscript  quoted  by  Du  Cange 
makes  a.Tirgate  consist  of  twenty.four  acres. — Hutchins^s  Hist,  of 
Dorsety  vol.  i  p.  7. 

In  the  description  of  Taunton,  in  Domesday. Book,  two  virgaiet 
are  called  half  a  hide. 

'  Demesne  has  di?ers  significations,  but  the  more  common  one  it 
to  signify  the  lord's  chief  seat  or  mansion,  with  the  lands  belonging 
to  it,  which  the  lord  kept  and  reserved  for  his  own  use,  in  opposi- 
tion to  such  lands  as  were  held  of  him  by  serrices. — JVUlis^s  Hist» 
of  Buckingham  y  p.  359. 

*  The  Demesne  lands  of  churchmen  and  religious  houses  were 
excused  from  paying  the  geld,  in  consequence  either  of  the  elemosL. 
nary  grants  by  which  they  held  their  lands  from  the  crown,  or  by 
virtue  of  some  general  grant  antecedent  to  the  commencement  of 
this  tax. — Webh^g  account  of  Dane- geld j  p.  21* 

'  The  Coliberti  were  a  middle  rank  between  the  Servi  and 
liberie  doing  the  work  of  the  first,  but  holding  by  the  tenure  of 
the  latter.  They  were  tenants  in  socage,  and  manumitted  vlllan8| 
but  not  absolutely  free. — Nicholls^s  Leicestershire ^  p.  xlir. 

The  Coliberti  were  a  middle  sort  of  tenants,  like  the  Coloni^ 
between  servile  and  free,  or  such  as  held  their  freedom  of  tenure 
under  condition  of  such  works  and  services.  They  had  their 
patrons  to  whom  they  paid  rent,  and  were  manumitted  as  servants 
used  to  be,  but  not  absolutely  free. 

They  were  such  of  the  Servi  as  were  enfranchised,  but  still 
paid  some  duties  to  the  superior  lords. — MoranVs  Essexy  p.  27.-*- 
Kelham^t  Dotnesday^Booky  p.  176. 

^  When  bacon  was  the  chief  viand  of  Evrope,  the  Porcariui 
or  swineherd,  was  a  person  of  some  importance*   His  eoiployment 
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t^even  pound  ten  shillings,  and  amongst  them  all  they 
have  sixty  ploughs. 

yrsiS  to  saperintend  the  hogs  which  fed  on  acorns,  or  the  mast  of 
*4he  oak,  in  woods  and  forests.  In  the  manor  of  Taunton,  the 
'l)ishop  of  Winchester  had  seventeen  porcarii  or  swineherds. 

The  right  of  pannage,  or  keeping  so  many  hogs  in  certain  woods 
iras  a  privilege  of  great  consequence.  It  occurs  in  Domcsdaj- 
Book  under  every  town  or  village  where  a  wood  is  mentioned  to 
have  been,  and  this  right  was  carefully  protected  in  later  days. — 
"GilberVs  Tenures  btf  IVatkins,  p.  383. 

Since  the  conquest  we  find  Philip  Fitz. Robert  giving,  among 
'Other  things,  one  hundred  bacons  to  the  king  for  the  wardship  of 
the  lands  and  heir  of  Ivo  de  Munby. — Mag.  Rot.  1  J  oh.  Rot,  11.  a. 
^•^Madox^s  Exchequer^  chap^  10. 

When  the  woods  of  a  manor  are  said  to  have  furnished  the  lord 
with  so  many  hogs,  de  pai>nagio^  it  is  to  be  understood  of  swine 
fatted  with  the  ma^t  and  acorns  ;  and  im[)lics  in  proportion  to  their 
number,  that  those  woods  abounded  with  beech  and  oak.  On 
some  manors  the  villans  also  furnished  the  lord  with  a  like  pro- 
portion of  their  swine  de  herbagio^  that  is,  tean  szcine^  such  as 
^ere  kept  on  the  herbage  of  the  woods  and  waste, — Manning*8 
Hist,  of  Surrey^  p.  114,  note. 

It  appears  from  Domesday-Book,  that  oak  trees  were  then  of 
no  further  consequence  than  from  the  food  they  afforded  to  swine ; 
for  the  value  of  the  woods,  in  several  counties,  is  ascertained  by 
the  number  of  hogs  they  would  fatten ;  some  were  of  such  extent 
as  to  support  two  thousand.  The  survey  was  taken  so  accurate! y, 
that  in  some  places  it  is  mentioned  there  is  a  wood  sufficient  for 
one  hog — "  Silva  de  una  porco.^^ 

Swine  fed  in  the  woods  furnished  so  considerable  a  part  of  the 
€ood  of  former  ages,  that  a  scarcity  of  mast  was  one  of  the  causes 
of  the  frequent  famines  that  then  happened.  The  Saxon  Chronicle, 
after  describing  the  extraordinary  famine  and  mortality  of  the  year 
1116,  records  particularly  the  failure  of  mast  in  that  year. 

Our  Norman  kings  in  their  rage  for  extending  forests,  took 
away  the  right  of  pannage  from  those  on  whose  lands  they  had 
escroached;  this  was  one  of  th«  grievanceg.  thai  JokA  was  com* 
pelted  to  redress  in  the  Charter  of  Forests* 
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There  are  sixty -four  burgesses  in  Taunton  who  pay 
thirty-two  shillings,  or  six-pence  each,  to  the  bishop 
of  Winchester  for  his  protection. 

There  are  three  mills  which  render  ninety-five 
shillings. 

The  market  yields  fifty  shillings. 

There  is  a  mint  at  Taunton  which  yields  a  profit 
of  fifty  shillings. 

There  are  forty  acres  of  meadow,  a  common  of 
pasture  two  miles  long  and  one  mile  broad ;  and  a  wood 
one  mile  in  length  and  the  same  in  breadth. 

When  bishop  Walchelin  received  this  manor  it  paid 
fifty  pounds,  it  now  pays  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
pounds  and  tbirteen-pence,  with  all  its  appendages 
and  customs. 

These  are  the  customs  of  Taunton  ;  Burgheristh, 
Latrones,*  Hundred-pence,*  Breach  of  the  Peace,* 

'  These  two  customs  included  the  taking  cognizance  of,  and 
the  power  of  punishing  house-breakers  in  the  borough,  and  the 
judging  and  executing  of  thieves  and  highway-robbers. 

Before  the  time  of  Canute  all  criminals  might  redeem  themselres 
by  the  payment  of  money  to  the  king,  their  lords,  or  to  the  persons 
ofifended  or  injured;  but  by  a  law  of  that  king's,  breaking  into 
houses  in  that  manner,  and  with  such  intent,  as  modern  law  terms 
burglary,  committing  open  robbery,  manifest,  malicious,  or  wilful 
murder,  and  betraying  one's  lord^  are  declared  to  be  crimes  punish* 
able  with  death,  and  such  as  are  not  to  be  commuted  by  pecuniary 
mulcts  or  compensation. — 1  Gurdon^s  Hist,  of  Parliament^  p.  103* 
— Leges  Cnui,  61. 

*  The  hundred-pence  was  a  sum  demanded  and  collected  by  the 
Sheriff  from  each  tithing  within  his  county  by  way  of  subsidy. 

'  This  custom  conferred  upon  the  lord  the  power  of  adminis* 
teriog  justice  in  all  misdemeanors  and  petty  commotions. 

By  tki  3(Hh  law  of  king  Alfred,  the  fiae  for  breach  of  the  peaee 
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Heinfare,'  Church-set;*  and  St.  Peter's  Pence,^  the 

in  the  king^s  city  or  town  of  his  own  demesne,  was  one  hundred 
and  twenty  shillings,  to  be  paid  to  the  king  ;  breach  of  the  peace 
hi  the  archbishop's  town  was  ninety  shillings,  to  be  paid  to  him ; 
in  a  bishop's  or  alderman's  town,  sixty  shillings  :  and  in  like  pro- 
portion in  the  towns  of  inferior  persons.  The  bishops,  aldermen, 
•od  thanes,  had  towns  of  their  own,  and  for  breach  of  the  peace 
there,  being  a  damage  done  to  them  or  their  tenants,  the  law  was 
highly  just  in  giving  the  recompence  to  the  party  aggrie?cd  by  the 
offence.  These  privileges  were  enjoyed  by  the  prelates  and  great 
landholders,  under  the  Saxon  kings,  until  the  time  of  William  the 
Conqueror,  when  fines  for  breach  of  the  peace  were  remitted  into 
the  king's  exchequer,  and  made  part  of  the  royal  revenue. — 1  Crtir. 
don^s  Hist,  of  Parliament^  p.  97. 

'This  word  is  derived  from  /iein,  a  servant  in  husbandry,  (oar 
modern  hind)  and  fara^  a  departure.  It  signifies  the  absence  of 
a  servant  from  his  master,  and  the  forfeiture  was  paid  to  the  master 
by  any  person  who  either  killed  his  servant,  or  enticed  him  to  run 
away.  Heinfare  is  also  mentioned  in  Domesday.Book  among  the 
customs  of  Chester. 

This  custom  gave  the  lord  jurisdiction  over  servants  (bondmea 
er  slaves,  the  seroi  of  Domesday.Book)  who  absconded  from  their 
masters. — 3  CoUinsonU  Som,  p.  230. 

Heinfare  was  a  forfeiture  paid  on  running  away  for  murder. — 
Kelham^s  Domesday. 

it  was  also  a  recompence  due  to  the  lord  for  having  killed  hit 
servant. — Nash' 8  Worcestershire. 

*  This  was  a  measure  of  wheat  formerly  paid  to  the  church  by 
every  housekeeper  on  St.  Martin's  day,  in  the  name  of  first  fruits. 

Cowel  says  that  ^^  Church.set"  also  meant  provisions  paid  io 
kind. — Cornells  Interpreter, 

By  a  law  of  kinglna's  it  is  ordained  that  Church.set  (or  Church, 
rent,  or  more  properly  Church-seed)  shall  be  paid  at  the  feast 
of  St.  Martin. 

^  King  Ina,  by  one  of  his  laws,  ordained,  that  in  every  family, 
possessed  of  any  kind  of  goods  to  the  value  of  twenty  peace, 
tbroughout  the  Ungdom  of  the  West-Saxons,  one  penny  sbould  bo 
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tenants  attend  the  bishop's  courts  three  times  in  the 
year  without  being  summoned,  and  go  to  the  army 
with  the  bishop's  m6n. 

The  lands  in  the  manor  of  Taunton'  subject  to  these 
customs  are,  Tolland,  Oake,  HolfordyUpper-Cheddouy 

^  J  /  ' 

Ninehead,   Nortoa   (Fitzwariae,)  Bradford,  Halse»' 

church  of  Rome.    This  io  the  Saxon  tongue  was  called  Romescott.  *^    /  A 

It  was  first  paid  under  the  notion  of  the  king's  aims,  but  wa»  ( 


Lower  (or  South)  Cheddon,*(nowCheddon-Fitzpaine) 
Maidenbrooky  Langford^  Bishop's-Hull,  and  Heale, 


yearly  collected  at  Lammas,  and  sent  over  to  St.  Peter  and  the  XC^  ik  /  ^/^  '^  ^ 


•      ,   X  .   .  •  -  •  * 


afterwards  reqaired  under  the  name  of  St.  Peter^s  Pence.  /    , 

'  This  enumeration  of  the  Tillages  subject  to  Taunton,  gives  an  '  £  *    -   -  '  -  "     ^  «    ' 
idea  of  a  complete  Saxon  manor,  containing  a  principal  town  with  ^ 

numerous  dependencies.  The  bishop  of  Winchester,  as  lord  para, 
mount,  appears  to  ha?c  exercised  within  hfs  junsdictron  many  royal 
prif  ileges.  He  administered  justice  in  his  courts  to  his  vassals,  where 
they  took  an  oath  of  fealty  to  him  ;  he  had  the  power  of  trying  hopse. 
breakers  and  robbers,  and  if  convicted,  could  inflict  the  punishment 
of  death  upon  them  ;  and  he  had  a  mint  in  which  he  coined  money. 

^  The  lands  of  Cheddon,  Ninehead,  Orchard,  Otcerford,  and  / 
a  few  small  parcels,  with  some  lands  intermixed,  containing 
twenty-three  hides  and  a  half,  part  of  this  great  manor,  were 
granted  by  Stigand,  bishop  of  Winchester,  to  ten  of  the  Con. 
queror's  favourites  and  servants,  whose  successors  held  these  lands 
to  long  under  Walchelin  and  the  succeeding  bishops  of  Winchester, 
by  knight* s  service,  that  they  became  lay. property,  and  not  subject 
to  the  customs  of  this  manor. — hocke'*s  MSS. 

^  Halse,  although  formerly  in  the  hundred  of  Taunton  Dean, 
and  described  in  Domesday.Book  as  one  of  the  villages  subject  to 
the  customs  of  this  manor,  has  been  severed  from  it,  and  added 
to  the  hundred  of  Williton-Freemanors ;  but  WithicUFlory  and 
Rimpton,  although  locally  situated  in  other  hundreds,  at  a  great 
dbtance,  were,  as  being  the  bishopof  Winchester'*  property,  added 
to  the  hundred  of  Taunton  Dean. — Locke's  MSS* 

Although  Habe  ii  Mid  ia  the  Domesday  Surreyj  to  be  subject  to 


>^ 
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Heathfield,  Sbapnoller,  (Scobindare,)  and  Stoke j 
but  the  tenants  of  the  two  last  are  not  liable  to  go  to 
the  army. 

The  tenants  of  Bagborough  are  subject  to  the  same 
customs,  except  attendance  on  the  army  and  on 
funerals. 

The  tenants  of  all  these  lands  come  to  Taunton  to 
swear  fealty  and  to  have  justice  administered  ;  and 
when  the  lords  of  these  lands  die,  they  are  buried  in 
Taunton.* 

Bishop's  Hull  and  Heale  could  not  be  separated 
from  Taunton  in  the  time  of  king  Edward. 

Of  the  above  said  fifty-four  hides  and  a  half,  and 
half  a  yard-land,  Geoffrey  now  holds  of  the  bishop  four 
hides  and  one  yard-land  j  Robert*  holds  four  hides  and 

khe  customs  of  the  manor  of  Taunton,  yet  it  is  put  down  in  that 
record  as  belonging  to  the  fee  of  Roger  Arundel.  Ailmar  held  it  in 
the  time  of  king  Edward,  and  it  was  charged  to  the  Dane-geld  for 
ibur  bides*  The  arable  land  was  sufficient  for  se^en  ploughs. 
There  were  in  demesne  two  ploughs,  three  bondmen,  sixteen 
tillans,  and  seven  bordars,  who  had  three  ploughs  and  a  half. 
There  was  a  mill  which  rendered  ten  shillings ;  eight  acres  of 
meadow,  twelve  acres  of  woodland  ;  and  twenty  acres  of  pasture. 
When  Roger  Arundel  received  it,  it  was  worth  one  hundred  shil« 
liug^  but  afterwards,  six  pounds. — Domesdai/'Book  under 
Somerset, 

'  This  custom,  of  burying  the  lords  of  these  places  at  Taunton, 
seems  to  have  been  intended  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  lord 
paramount  to  claim  the  heriot  due  on  the  death  of  those  who  held 
their  lands  of  him. 

*  This  Robert,  according  to  Mr.  Locke's  MSS,  was  the  con- 
qeror's  constable.  His  lands  went  afterwards  to  the  Florys,  of 
Combe^Flory,  and  from  them  to  the  Meriets,  and  by  a  daughter 
of  Sir  John  Meriet  of  Hestercombe  to  the  BonviUes. — See  more 
relating  to  these  lands  in  a  subsequent  page. 
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a  half;  and  Hugh  two  hides  and  a  half.     There  are 
in  demesne  ten  ploughs, and  twelve  hondmen,'  (slaves) 

'  The  Servi  among  the  ancient  Germans  and  Saxons  were  of  the 
kind  called  prwdiales^  vrho  held  their  laud  and  all  their  property 
at  the  lord's  will,  did  his  work,  and  were  maintained  by  him. — 
1  Hutchins^s  Dorset^  p.  5, 

The  servi  and  villani  are  all  along  distinguished  from  each  other 
in  Domesday-Book ;  but  no  writer  has  fixed  the  exact  distinction 
between  them.  The  ser?i  might  be  the  pure  Tillans  and  Tillans  in 
gross,  who  without  any  determinate  tenure  of  land  were  at  the 
arbitrary  pleasure  of  the  lord  appointed  to  servile  works,  and 
recei?ed  their  wages  and  maintenance  at  the  discretion  of  the  lord. 
The  other  were  of  a  superior  degree,  and  called  villani^  Tillans, 
because  they  were  villce  et  glebas  adscripii^  that  is,  held  some 
cottages  and  lands,  for  which  they  were  bnrthencd  with  such  stated 
terrile  works,  as  their  lords  had  annexed  to  them. — 1  NichoUs^r 
Leicesi^rshtre^  p.  xliii. — 1  MoranVa  Essex,  p.  27. 

The  8er?i  or  serfs  were  bondmen  and  ser?ants  employed  in  the 
affairs  of  the  house. — Kdham^s  Domesday •Book^  p.  3^6. 

The  serti  were  pure  villans  living  under  the  arbitrary  pleasure  of 
their  lords. — Rudder^ t  Hist,  of  Gloucestershire^  p.  80. 

The  ser?!  were  predial  servants  who  performed  such  services 
and  works  as  their  lords  required,  and  had  nothing  but  what  they 
gained  or  acquired  by  the  good  will  of  their  lords,  who  fed  and 
kept  them. — Browne  fViliis^s  Hist,  of  Buckingham,  p.  360. 

Mr.  Nicholls,  in  his  translation  of  the  Leicestershire  part  of 
Domesday. Book,  calls  the  servi,  bondmen,  and  the  AncilloB,  wha 
appear  to  have  been  women  servants  under  circumstances  nearly 
similar,  bondwomen* 

We  have  the  authority  of  Bracton  for  asserting,  that  however 
unhappy  the  condition  of  the  servi  of  those  times  was  in  other 
respects,  yet  their  lives  and  limbs  were  under  the  protection  of  the 
laws  ;  so  that  if  the  lord  killed  his  bondman,  he  was  subject  to  the 
same  pnnbhment  as  if  he  had  killed  any  other  person. — 1  Nicholis^s 
Hist,  of  Leicestershire,  p.  xliii. 

In  England  slavery  subsisted  so  late  as  the  reign  of  qaeen 
Elititetli.    There  is  a  commissioa  still  extant  issued  by  her,  in 
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twenty  villans,'  and  twenty-eight  bordars  or  cottagers, 
with  ten  ploughs.  There  are  thirty-seven  acres  of 
meadow,  and  forty-three  acres  of  woodland,  and  a 
mill  which  belongs  to  the  said  Uugii,  of  the  vaUie  of 
three  shillings.  The  value  of  these  lands  altogether 
is  twenty-seven  pounds. 

Of  the  aforesaid  hides,*  Godwin  holds  under  the 

1574,  for  inquiring  into  the  lands  and  goods  of  all  her  bondmen 
and  bondwomen,  in  the  counties  of  Cornwall,  Devon,  Somerset, 
and  Gloucester,  in  order  to  compound  with  them  for  their  mann. 
mission  or  freedom,  that  they  might  enjoy  their  own  lands  and 
goods  as  freemen. — Lord  Karnes^ s  Sketches  of  (he  Hist,  of  Marty 
vol.  i.  p.  300,  note. 

'  For  an  account  of  villan  services  see  the  Appendix. 

^  This  is  as  much  land  as  may  be  tilled  and  cultivated  with  one 
plough,  and  the  beasts  belonging  thereto  in  a  year,  having  meadow, 
pasture,  and  houses  for  the  labourers  and  cattle  belonging  to  it. 
The  hide  was  the  measure  of  land  in  the  Confessor's  reign — the 
carucate  that  to  which  it  was  reduced  by  the  Conqueror's  new 
standard.  Thus  every  place  is  said  to  have  paid  geld  for  so  many 
hides  in  the  time  of  king  Edward,  and  then  follows  its  present 
measure  of  so  many  carucates,  or  by  how  many  ploughs  it  could  be 
cultivated.  Thus  in  Taunton  there  were  upwards  of  fifty.fonr 
hides  of  land  which  required  one  hundred  ploughs  to  cultivate  it* 
^-The  hide  and  the  carucate  however,  consisted  of  various  quan« 
tities,  according  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  and  the  custom  of  husbandry 
in  erery  county. 

The  hide  is  the  great  measure  of  Domesday-Book  in  most  conn*- 
ties,  bat  in  those  of  Nottingham,  Derby  and  Lincoln,  only  carucates 
are  mentioned.  In  Dorsetshire  there  are  both.  The  hide  is 
estimated  to  contain  one  hundred  and  ten  acres,  and  sometimes  one 
hundred  and  twenty. — 1  Hutchins's  Hist,  of  Dorset ^  p.  6. 

The  distribution  of  England  by  hides  of  land  is  very  ancient, 
mention  being  made  thereof  in  the  laws  of  Ina,  about  the  year  690. 
— Browne  Willises  Hist,  of  Buckingham^  p.  358. 

The  certainty  of  measuring  lands  did  not  come  in  ontii  the  realm 
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bishop  two,  wanting  half  a  yard-land  ;  Leveva  holds 
two  hides ;  Alward  holds  one,  and  one  yard-land  and 
a  half;  Aluricand  Edmer  hold  three  hides ;  and  Lewi 
half  a  yard-land.  There  are  in  demesne  seven  ploughs 
and  thirteen  bondmen,  (slaves)  thirteen  villans,  and 
twenty  bordars'  with  three  ploughs  and  a  half.    There 

-was  under  tribute  to  the  Danes,  which  was  about  the  30th  of  king 
Ethelred,  for  the  levying  of  which  tribute,  the  realm  wasadmeasared 
and  the  money  levied  by  hides,  and  all  paid  their  Dane-gcld  according 
to  the  number  of  hides  they  possessed. — Appx,  Reg,  Richm.  p.  3. 

'  The  bordarii  or  bordars  are  understood  to  have  been  cottagers, 
or  boors,  who  held  a  little  house  of  husbandry,  with  some  land,  on 
condition  they  should  supply  their  lord  with  some  small  provision 
for  his  board  or  entertainment. — Browne  Willises  Hist,  of  Buck* 
ingham    p.  360. 

Spelman  observes  that  the  word  bordariua  is  Norman,  and  in 
Domesday.Book  is  always  placed  after  vUlani^  and  probably  from 
thence,  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the  bordarii  were  inferior  to  the 
Tiilani  in  rank.  That  the  bordarii  were  employed  in  raising 
provisions  for  their  lord's  table,  seems  to  be  implied  by  the  name ; 
and  if  we  consider  that  at  the  time  of  compiling  Domesday.Book, 
the  generality  of  rents  were  reserved  in  victuals,  and  not  in  money, 
this  will  somewhat  strengthen  the  conjecture  that  the  business  of 
the  bordarii  was  probably  to  take  care  of  provision  for  their  lord's 
table. — Ibid.  p.  363. 

The  bordarii  were  distinct  from  the  servi  and  villanij  and  seem 
to  have  been  those  of  a  less  servile  condition,  who  had  a  bord  or  cot« 
tage,  with  a  small  parcel  of  land  allowed  them,-Cowel^s  Interpreter. 

The  bordarii  were  drndges,  and  performed  vile  services,  which 
were  reserved  by  the  lord  upon  a  poor  little  house,  and  a  small 
parcel  of  land,  and  might  perhaps  be  domestic  works,  such  as 
grinding,  threshing,  drawing  water,  cutting  wood,  &c. — Houardy 
Traites  sur  Us  Coutumes  Jngio^Normandesy  p.  204 — Bradys 
Pref.  Hist.  Engl.  p.  66. 

They  held  a  little  house  of  husbandry  on  the  bordi  or  outsidei 
of  the  maaoft— 1  MoranVi  Eacs^  p*  jjevU. 
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are  two  inills^  which  yield  yearly  six  shillings  and 
eight  pence.  There  are  forty-five  acres  of  meadow, 
and  sixty-one  acres  of  woodland.  The  value  of  these 
lands  altogether  is  eight  pounds,  three  shillings.  The 
tenants  who  held  these  lands  in  the  time  of  king 
Edward,  could  not  be  separated  from  the  church  of 
Winchester. 

Of  the  abovesaid  hides,  the  earl  of  Moreton'  holds 

The  bordarii  were  tenants  that  paid  poultry,  and  other  provisions 
for  the  lord's  board  or  table. — 3  BlomefielcVs  Norf.  p.  548. 

Borda  signifies  a  cottage,  with  a  small  piece  of  land  annexed, 
held  by  the  serrice  of  finding  for  the  lord,  poultry,  eggs,  &c.  for  his 
bitrddy  or  table. — 1  PennanVs  Tours  in  IVules^  p.  10. 

Some  lands  are  still  held  of  the  bishop  of  London,  the  tenants 
paying  sixpence  per  acre  in  lieu  of  sending  provisions  anciently 
for  their  lord's  table.     This  payment  is  called  bord-^service. 

'  Robert,  earl  of  Moreton  in  Normandy,  and  afterwards  of 
Cornwall  in  England,  was  half-brother  of  the  Conqueror,  his  father 
Harlowen  de  Burgh  haTing  married  Arlotte,  the  mother  of  William. 
He  contributed  to  the  expedition  against  England  no  less  than  one 
kvitdred  and  twenty  ships,  for  which  he  was  rewarded  with  seven 
hundred  and  ninety.three  manors  in  different  counties.     He  died 
in  1091,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  William,  who,  according  to 
some  historians,  being  denied  the  earldom  of  Kent  by  Henry  I. 
entered  into  treasonable  practises  against  that  king,  in  consequence 
of  which  about  the  year  1 103,  the  great  possessions  of  this  carl  in 
England  became  forfeited  to  the  crown.     His  estates  in  Normandy 
were  given  by  the  king  to  Stephen,  son  of  the  earl  of  Blois,  who 
thereupon  had  the  title  of  earl  of  Moreton,   and  was  afterwards 
king  of  England. — William,  second  earl  of  Moreton  and  Cornwall, 
left  issue  two  sons,  Adelm  and  John.     The  first  married  Agnes, 
daughter  of  Lewis  VII.  king  of  France,  by  whom  he  had  William 
Ftts.Adelm,  ancestor  of  the  De  Burghs,  earls  of  Clanricarde  in 
Ireland.     John,  the  second  son,  was  father  of*  Hubert  de  Burgh, 
earl  of   Rent. — Domesday •  Book ;   Dugdaie^s  Baronage^  vol.   i. 
^LyUaton'B  History  of  Henry  //. 
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one ;  Alured  one ;  John'  two  and  half  a  yard-land. 
There  are  in  demesne  two  ploughs  ;  and  six  bondmen, 
twelve  villansy  and  seventeen  bordars,  with  three 
ploughs  and  a  half/  There  are  two  mills  which  yield 
fourteen  shillings  and  two  pence,  and  nineteen  acres 
of  meadow,  and  a  hundred  acres  of  pasture,  and 
twenty  acres  of  woodland.  These  three  parcels  of 
land  belonged  to  Taunton  in  the  time  of  king  Edward, 
and  were  of  the  yearly  value  of  seventy  shillings ;  they 
now  pay  six  pounds,  ten  shillings. 

To  the  manor  of  Taunton  are  added  two  hides  and 
and  a  half  in  Lydeard-St.-Lawrence  and  Leigh  (now 
Anger's-Leigh)  which  a  thane  held  in  parage'  in  the 
time  of  king  Edward,  and  could  choose  for  his  patron, 
or  protector,  whatever  lord  he  pleased  ;  Ulward  and 
Alward  now  hold  these  lands,  by  a  grant  from  king 

'  This  John,  according  to  Mr.  Locke's  MSS.  was  porter  of  the 
Conqueror's  palace.  The  lands  which  he  held  in  the  manor  of 
Taunton,  under  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  passed  with  the  heiress 
of  his  family  to  Thomas  Cogao,  (caHed  Richard  by  Locke)  ^hosa 
grand.daughter  married  Sir  Fulke  Fitzwarine. — See  more  of  the 
desceni  of  these  lands  under  the  manor  of  Taunton. 

*  The  lord's  plough  was  drawn  by  four  oxen,  a  yillan's  plough 
generally  by  two,  and  half  a  plough,  which  term  frequently  occurs 
In  Domesday. Book,  means  half  the  number  of  oxen  drawing  the 
plough,  or  only  one  ox  (in  a  vilUn's  case)  to  a  plough. — Henshall^i 
TVanslation  of  Domesday •  Book ^  p.  5. 

'  I  understand  the  word  Parage  to  mean  that  the  thane  here 
mentioned  held  this  land  as  a  partitioner  or  co.parccner,  and  as  the 
portion  which  had  come  to  him  on  an  equal  division  of  the  inberi- 
tattce  among  the  co-heirs.  Or  it  might  be  that  he  was  a  younger 
brother,  and  held  his  share  of  the  fee  of  his  elder  brother,  and  h« 
of  the  lord.— Sec  Cowcts  Jntcrpr^teTf  Du  Fresne^  and  Bradjf^s 
Prtfaciy  p,  165. 
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William.  The  arable  is  sufficient  for  five  ploughs; 
there  are  six  villans,  three  bordars,  and  four  bondmeOi 
and  eleven  acres  of  meadow,  a  hundred  acres  of  pas-' 
ture,  and  forty-nine  acres  of  woodland.  These  lands 
were,  and  are  still,  worth  forty-five  shillings. 

The  customs  and  services  of  these  lands  always 
belonged  to  Taunton,  and  king  William  granted  them 
to  the  church  of  St.  Peter  of  Winchester,  and  to 
Walchelin  the  bishop,  as  he  himself  testified  in  the 
presence  of  the  bishop  of  Durham,  to  whom  he  gave 
command  to  prepare  a  writ  to  that  effect. 

HUNDRED   OF   TAUNTON-DEAN. 

The. hundred  of  Taunton-Dean  is  divided  into  three 
parts  or  districts,  namely,  the  hundred  of  Taunton 
market,  the  infaring  division,  and  the  outfaring 
division. 

The  hundred  of  Taunton  market,  is  so  called  in  all 
the  records  of  the  manor,  and  comprehends  that  part 
which  is  distinguished  as  the  borough  of  Taunton. 

The  infaring  division,  commonly  called  The  Five 
Hundreds  of  Taunton-Dean,  is  subdivided  into  the 
hundreds  of  Holway,  Hull,  Poundisford,  Staplegrove, 
and  Nailsbourne  j  all  of  which  are  subject  to  the 
customs  of  this  manor.  This  division  includes  the 
parishes  of  Taunton-Saint-James,  Ruishton,  Stoke- 
Saint-Mary,  Wilton,  Trull,  Bishop's-Hull,  Pitminster, 
Corfe,  Staplegrove,  Kingston,  and  Rimpton.' 

'  The  parish  of  Rimpton  lies  detached,  and  at  a  great  distance 
from  the  other  parts  of  the  hundred  of  Taunton-Dean,  being  Mx 
miles  north-east  from  Yeo?il,  and  about  two  north-east  from  Sher. 
borne,  in  Dorsetshire.  The  reason  of  this  spot  being  annexed  to 
the  hundred  of  Taunton,  is,  that  the  manor  has  been  from  very 
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*rhe  outfaring  division  contains  the  several  parishes 
of  Angler's- Leigh,  Bagborougb,  Bradford,  Cheddon-      I    9 
Pitzpaine,    Combe-Flory,*  Cotheleston,    Heathfield,      j    ^^^' ^^^-^yl 
Hill-Farrance,  Lydeard-Saint- Lawrence,  Ninehead, 
Norton-Fitzwarine,  Oake,  Orchard-Portman,  Otter- 
ford,  Tolland,  and  Withiel-Flory.  -^ 

In  little  more  than  three  hundred  years  after  the 
grant  of  this  manor  to  the  see  of  Winchester,  the 
last-mentioned  sixteen  parishes  belonging  to  it,  were 
given  by  king  William,  soon  after  the  conquest,  to 
his  favourites,  and  thus  became  lay-property. 

Thirty-one  hides  of  this  manor,  with  twenty  caru- 
cates  which  never  paid  the  Dane-geld,  having  been  so 
long  granted  to  customary  tenants  by  copy  of  court* 
roll,  under  small  fines  certain,  rents,  heriots,  and 
services,  the  latter  have  grown  into  customs,  and  at 
length  were  presented  as  such  by  the  jury  in  1647, 
and  cannot  now  be  altered.  This  holding  is  con- 
sidered by  the  tenants  as  equal  to  a  fee«simple  tenure/ 

The  estimated  annual  value  of  the  lands  and  houses 
in  this  hundred,  on  which  the  property-tax  was  levied 
in  the  year  1814 — 15,  was  one  hundred  and  four  thou- 
sand and  seventy-eight  pounds,  being  one-twentieth 
part  of  the  estimated  annual  value  of  the  real  property 
of  the  county  of  Somerset. 

The  proportion  of  the  county  rate  assessed  upon 
this  hundred  is  one  hundred  and  eight  pounds,  eight 
shillings,  and  three-pence  half-penny. 

ancient  time  part  of  the  estate  of  the  bishoprick  of  Winchester,  and 
the  tenants  were  formerly  bound  to  do  suit  at  the  bishop's  court  in 
Taunton. 

'  Locke's  MSS.  now  in  the  possession  of  Mr,  Josiah  Easton 
of  Bradford* 


\ 
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The  population  of  the  hundred  of  Taunton-Dean, 
according"  to  the  returns  made  in  the  year  1811, 
amounted  to  nine  thousand  two  hundred  and  twelve, 
namely,  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  eleven  males, 
and  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and  one  females. 
There  were  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  persons  employed  in  agriculture,  and  three  hun« 
dred  and  sixty-seven  in  trade  and  manufactures.  The 
number  of  houses  was  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
twenty, 

MANOR  OF  TAUNTON  AND  TAUNTON-DEAN. 

The  manor  of  Taunton-Dean  is  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  manors  of  Broomfield  and  Iton  ;  on  the 
north-east  by  the  manors  of  West-Monkton  and 
Cheddon-Fitzpaine ;  on  the  east  by  the  manors  of 
Creech-Saint-Michael  and  Thorn-Falcon,  and  the 
rivulet  called  Blackbrook ;  on  the  south-east  by  the 
manors  of  Thurlbeer,  Orchard-Portman  and  Staple- 
Fitzpaine ;  on  the  south  and  south-west  by  the  manors 
of  Yarcombe,  Church-Stanton,  Clayhidon,  and  West- 
Buckland ;  on  the  west  by  the  manor  of  Bradford  ; 
and  on  the  north-west  by  the  manors  of  Bishop's- 
Lydeard  and  Cotheleston. 

The  customary  lands  within  the  manor  of  Taunton 
and  Taunton-Dean,  are  thus  described,  namely, 

Jn  the  hundred  of  Holway^ 

The  tithings  of  Ruishton  and  Henlade  in  the  parish 
of  Ruishton ;  of  Holway  in  the  parish  of  Taunton- 
Saint-Mary-Magdalen  J  of  Stoke  in  the  parish  of 
Stoke-Saint-Mary;    of  Chipleigh  in   the  parish   of 

Ninehead ;  of  Gsdmington  and  Sherfprd  in  Uie  parish 
of  Wilton. 
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In  the  hundred  of  Hull, 
The  tithing  of  Dipford  in  the  parish  of  Trull ;  of 
Hull  and  Rumwell  in  the  parish  of  Bishop's-HuU; 
and  of  North-Trendle  in  the  parish  of  Pitminster. 

In  the  hundred  of  Poundisford, 
The  titbintr  of  South-Trendle,  of  Blagdon,  Pitmin- 
ster,  Soutb-Fulfordy  Duddleston,  and  Corfe,  all  in  the 
parish  of  Pitminster. 

Jn  the  hundred  of  Slaplegrove^ 
The  tithings  of  Staplegrove  and  Byrland,  in  the 
parish  of  Staplegrove;  of  Pyrland,    Obridge,  Mill- 
Lane,  and  Grassgrove  in  the  parish  of  Tauntou-Saint- 
James ;  of  Holford  in  Combe-Flory   and  Lydeard- 
St.-Lawrence ;  and  of  llbeer  in  the  parish  of  Kingston. 
In  the  hundred  of  Nailsbourne, 
ThetithingsofKingston,Nailsbourne,North-Fulford, 
Cushuishy  and  Tetton>  all  in  the  parish  of  Kingston. 


In  the  time  of  Walter  Curie,  bishop  of  Winchester, 
who  succeeded  bishop  Neale,  in  1632,  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment was  passed,  during  the  Cromwell  usurpation, 
authorizing  the  sale  of  all  lands  belonging  to  episcopal 
sees.  By  the  return  of  the  surveyors  appointed  under 
this  act,  for  surveying  the  manor  of  Taunton,  dated 
February  9th  1647,  in  order  to  its  being  sold,  it  was 
found  that  the  tenants  of  the  five  hundreds  paid  at  the 
first  coming-in  of  every  bishop  of  Winchester,  by 
way  of  acknowledgment,  called  recognition  money,  as 
follows:—  ^.   s.    d. 

The  tenants  of  the  hundred  of  Ilolway,  -     -  24     1     5f 

The  tenants  of  the  hundred  of  Hull,  -     -     -  10     2     6 

The  tenants  of  the  hundred  of  Poundisford,  12  15  10 

The  tenants  of  the  hundred  of  StaplegroTe,  13     1     3{ 

The  teoaQts  of  the  bmidred  of  Nailsbourne^  9  17  10 
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The  recognition  money  is  paid  by  bondland  tene- 
ments only  ;  and  the  tenants  serve  the  office  of  reeve 
in  rotation. 

Previously  to  the  sale  of  this  manor  takinj^  place,  the 
copyhold  tenants  were  anxious  to  preserve  their  rights 
and  customs,  and  accordingly  a  court  of  survey  was 
holden  at  Taunton,  by  an  ordinance  of  parliament,  on 
the  15th  day  of  December,  1647,  by  Nathaniel  Whe- 
tham,  John  Hurst,  James  Price,  and  Sylvanus  Taylor, 
surveyors  appointed  for  the  sale  of  bishop's  lands, 
when  a  jury  being  sworn,  the  jurors  drew  up  a  pre- 
sentment in  which  they  inserted  a  full  account  of  the 
privileges  and  immunities  claimed  by  the  tenants  of 
the  manor  and  liberty  of  Taunton,  or  belonging  and 
appertaining  to  them,  and  which  their  predecessors 
had  heretofore  enjoyed,  by  virtue  of  any  charter  or 
grant  made  and  granted  to  the  several  bishops  of 
Winchester.  This  jury  defended  and  preserved  from 
the  grasp  of  the  parliamentary  commissioners,  the 
customs  of  the  manor,  and  reserved  and  restored  the. 
possession  of  the  castle  to  the  then  lessee. 

Accordingly  on  the  20th  of  March  1647,  the  manor 
of  Taunton  and  Taunton-Dean,  together  with  the 
castle  and  all  the  appurtenances  belonging  to  the  same, 
were  sold  by  the  trustees,  under  the  above-mentioned 
act,  to  Brampton  6urdon,of  Assington,  in  the  county 
ef  Suffolk,  esq.  and  John  Hill,  of  Taunton-Dean,  gent. 
But  the  manor  was  afterwards  recovered  by  the  bishop 
and  is  vested  in  the  see  of  Winchester. 


The  family  of  Hill  resided  at  Spazton,  in  this  county.     The 
first  of  whom  any  mention  is  made,  is  Sir  John  Hill^  of  Hoondston, 

who  wM  mAf  ^  knighUbaoneret  hj  Edward  tho  tUrd^  ia  whoie 
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reign  he  died,  as  appears  by  an  inqoisition  takeo  ia  the  15th  year 
of  that  king. 

Robert  Hill,  Esq.  son  of  Sir  John,  married  Isabella,  sister  and 
heiress  of  Sir  Thomas  Fichet  of  Spaxton,  with  whom  he  had  the 
manor  of  Spaxton. 

This  Robert  Hill  was  a  person  of  great  note,  and  se?eral  times 
sheriff  of  the  counties  of  Somerset  and  Dorset.  To  a  deed  of  his, 
dated  4th  of  Henry  4th,  there  are  two  seals  appendant ;  the  one, 
per  pale,  a  saltire  ?airy,  between  four  mullets,  the  arms  of  Hill; 
the  other,  a  lion  rampant  debruised  with  a  bend,  being  the  coat, 
somewhat  altered,  of  the  family  of  Fichet,  The  inscriptioa 
l^iilum  I&ohmi  flivXlu  He  died  1st  of  Henry  6th,  leafing  issue 
by  the  said  Isabella, 

John  Hill,  his  son  and  heir,  who  died  13th  of  Henry  6th,  and 
was  father  of 

Sir  John  Hill,'  of  Spaxton,  knt.  who  married  Joan,  daughter 
and  heiress  of  William  Bannister,  Esq.  by  Elizabeth  his  wife^ 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Philip  Wellesleigh,  esq. 

John  Hill  of  Spaxton,  grandson  of  Sir  John  last  mentioned,  mar. 
ried  Cecily,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Robert  Aston,  esq.  whose  son 
John  Hill,  married  Cecily,  daughter  and  co-heiiessof  John  Sturton, 
esq.  by  his  wife  Catharine,  daughter  and  heiress  to  Thomas  Fitz. 
paine.  This  John  left  his  estate  to  Robert  his  heir,  who  married 
Dorothy,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Thomas  Flannock,  esq.  of  the 
county  of  Cornwall. 

William,  grandson  of  the  said  Robert,  remored  to  Yard,  in  this 
county,  and  his  son  Roger  Hill,  esq.  in  the  time  of  king  Henry 
8th,  removed  to  Poundisford,  near  Taunton,  whose  lineal  heir, 
Roger,  of  Poundisford,  esq.  (by  Catharine  his  first  wife,  daughter* 


'  This  Sir  John  Hill  appears  to  have  been  twice  married.  By 
Margaret  daughter  of  Sir  Walter  Rodney,  knt.  he  left  issue  a 
daughter  and  heiress,  Genovefa,  wife  of  Sir  William  Say,  knt.  who 
dying  without  children,  the  estate  rcYerted  to  Elizabeth,  sister  and 
heiress  of  the  last  John  Hill,  and  aunt  to  the  said  Genoyefa; 
which  Elizabeth  was  married  to  John  Cheyncy  of  Pinhoe,  in  the 
county  of  Deyon,  esq.'^Collinson's  Hist,  ofSom.  Tol.  i.  p.  244.—' 
Lodge  $  Peerage  of  Ireland,  roh  ?ii.  p.  213, 
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of  Giles  Green,  of  the  county  of  Dorset,  esq.)  had  issae  WilHtn^ 
and  by  Abigail  his  second  wife,  daui^hter  of  Brampton  Gurdon, 
of  Assington,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  esq.  had  Sir  Roger,  who 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  ^d,  settled  at  Denham,  in  the  county  of 
Bucks,  and  upon  the  death  of  his  brother  William,  without  issue, 
•became  possessed  of  the  estate  of  Ponndisford. 

Sir  Rogerilill,  of  Denham,  left  issue  an  only  daughter  and  heiresi, 

Abigail,  married  to  John  Lockay,  esq.  whose  only  daughter  and 

heiress  became  the  third  wife  of  Lewis  Way,  of  Richmond,  in 

•Surrey,  esq.  whose  only  daughter,  Abigail,  married  in  1767,  Joha 

"Baker  Holroyd,  esq.  afterwards  created  earl  of  Sheffield. 

TENURE  OP  THE  MANOR  OP  TAUNTON-DEAN. 

The  iiKinor  of  Tannton-Dean  consists  for  the  most 
part  of  customary  freehold  lands  and  tenements  of 
inheritance/  which  are  divided  into  two  kinds, 
namely,  bondlands^  which  are  the  ancient  dwelling 
-tenements,  held  by  a  customary  fine  and  rent  certain, 
and  subject  to  heriots  and  manerial  services  ;  and 
cverlandSf  where  anciently  no  dwelling  stood,  held 
by  a  fine  and  rent  certain,  but  exempted  from  the 
payment  of  heriots,  and  from  every  other  custom^ 
suit,  and  service. 

The  bondland  tenements  oblige  the  tenants  to 
■execute  the  office  of  reeve,  and  to  collect  the  bishop's 
rents.* 

Formerly  a  court  was  held  at  the  exchequer,  every 
Saturday,  before  the  steward,  or  his  deputy,  for  ad- 
justing disputes  among  the  tenants,  and  for  recover- 
ing small  debts;    but  as  the  fee  for  a  summons 

*  Lands  which  are  held  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor^ 
and  not  at  the  will  of  the  lord,  though  they  pass  by  copy  of  court* 
roll,  arc  termed  customary  freehoids.-r^ee  Salkeldy  366* 

^  Locke's  MSS.  and  Covtoms  of  Ura  Manor  0t  TaontOB-Pwii  Tt 


HISTO&T  OF  TAUNTON.  51 

\yas  only  one^penny,  for  an  attachment  four-pence,  for 
a  declaration  six-pence,  an  appearance  two-pence» 
and  so  in  proportion  with  regard  to  other  fees,  it  has  for 
many  years  fallen  into  disuse ;  for  those  fees,  having 
been  established  with  the  customs  of  the  manor,  ag 
early  as  the  eleventh  century,  cannot  be  altered,* 
though  the  value  of  money,  to  which  all  fees  should 
bear  a  proportion,  is  greatly  changed  and  reduced 
since  that  period.^ 

The  customs  and  fines  to  which  this  tenure  k 
subject,  are  many  and  various ;  and  an  accurate 
knowledge  of  them  can  be  obtained  only  by  long 
experience.  The  mode  of  succession  in  this  manor, 
U  singular,  and  is  sometimes  productive  of  very 
serious  evils  to  families  ;  for  estates,  according  to  the 
custom  of  it,  descend  to  the  widow  of  a  man,  though 
a  second  or  third  wife,    to  the  prejudice  of  the  issue 

^  These  fees  have  been  altered  for  a  century  past.     B. 

*  Mr.  Locke  published  some  years  ago  a  little  tract,  to  which 
we  would  refer  the  reader,  entitled,  ^^  The  Customs  of  the  Manor 
of  Taunton  and  Taunton.Dean,"  carefully  copied  from  the  original 
record,  to  which  are  added  the  names  of  the  jury,  a  copy  of  their 
presentment,  a  list  of  the  freehold  lords  of  manors  who  did  service  \\ 
at  that  court,  and  some  other  particulars.     T. 

This  tract  having  become  very  scarce,  it  has  been  lately  reprinted 
by  the  editor  of  this  work. 

There  has  recently  been  published,  in  an  octavo  volume,  *^  The 
Ancient  Customs  of  the  Manor  of  Taunton.Dean,  collected  from 
the  Records  of  the  Manor,  presented  by  the  Jury  at  the  Law-day 
Court,  the  24th  day  of  April,  1817,  and  published  under  their 
sanction.  To  which  are  prefixed  some  Introductory  Observations 
on  Copyholds  in  general,  and  Remarks  on  those  of  this  Manor  ia 
particular,  with  the  Origin,  History,  and  Nature  of  Court  Leet 
aftd  Ceurt  Baron,  By  H.  B.  ShilUbc^r^  Land-Surreyor;  Tauatpa.^^ 
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tinder  a  prior  marriage,  who  are  totally  precladed^ 
iJioiigh  the  lands  were  the  ancient  inheritance  of 
their  father. 

*  In  the  fourteenth  article  of  the  printed  customs  of 
this  manor,  it  is  said,  that  **  If  a  tenant  die  seized  of 
any    customary  lands   or   tenements   of   inheritance 
within  the  said  manor,   having  a  wife  at  the  time  of 
bis  death,  then  his  wife  ought  and  hath  used,    time 
out  of  mind,  to  inherit  the  same  lands,    as  next  heir 
unto  her  husband,    by  the  custom  of  the  said  manor, 
and  to   be  admitted  tenant  thereunto,    to  hold  the 
same  unto  her  and  her  heirs  for  ever,  according  to 
the  custom  of  the  said  manor,  and  in  as  ample  manner 
as  any  other  customary  tenant  there  holdeth  his  lands, 
under  the  rents,  fines,  heriots,  customs,  duties,  suits, 
and  services  for  the  same,  due  and  accustomed.'*  ^ 

*  in  the  fifteenth  article  it  is  said,  *^  If  anv  tenant  die 
seized  of  any  customary  lands  or  tenements  of  mheri- 
tance  within  the  said  manor,  having  no  wife  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  and  having  but  one  son,  then  that 
spa  ought  and  hath  used,  by  the  custom  there,  to 
inherit  the  same  land,  as  heir  to  his  father ;  but  if  he 
hath  more  sons  than  one,  then  the  youngest  son  hath 
used  to  have  and  inherit  the  same,  as  sole  heir  to  his 
father,  by  the  custom  of  the  said  manor,  and  so  like- 
wise of  daughters,  if  he  hath  more  than  one,  and  die 
without  issue  male,  the  youngest  daughter  ought  and 
hath  used  to  inherit  the  same,  as  sole  heir  to  her  said 
father,  by  the  custom  of  the  said  manor  j  but  if  such 
tenant  hath  neither  wife,  son,  or  daughter,  then  the 
youngest  brother  of  the  whole  blood  ought  and  hath 
used  to  inherit  the  same  lands,   and  if  he  hath  no 
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brother  of  the  whole  blood,  then  the  youngest  sister 
of  the  whole  blood ;  and  if  he  hath  neither  brother 
nor  sister,  then  this  is  a  rule  in  the  said  custom,  that 
the  youngest  next  of  kin  of  the  whole  and  worthiest 
blood  ought  and  hath  used  to  inherit  and  hold  the 
lands  to  him  and  his  heirs  for  ever,  or  to  her  and  her 
heirs  for  ever,  under  the  fines,  rents,  heriots,  customs, 
duties,  suits,  and  services  due  for  the  same,  by  the 
custom  of  the  said  manor." 

The  custom  by  which  the  younger  son  inherits  before 
the  elder,  this  tenure  has  in  common  with  that  called 
Borough- English.  The  learned  have  been  at  a  loss 
to  ascertain  the  origin  and  ground  of  a  custom,, 
which  thus  inverts  the  order  of  nature.  '  Sir  Williana 
Blackstone  conjectures,  with  great  judgment,  that  it 
might  be  deduced  from  the  Tartars.  Amongst  thift 
people  the  eldest  sons,  as  they  advanced  to  man*«( 
estate,  migrated  from  their  father  with  a  certaii^ 
portion  of  cattle,  and  the  youngest  son  only  remain- 
ing at  home^  became,  in  consequence,  heir  to  the 
father's  house  and  all  his  remaining  possessions.  Tbif 
conjecture  not  only  assigns  a  natural  and  rational 
reason  for  a  custom,  that  on  the  face  of  it  wears  a 
strange  appearance ;  but  is  confirmed  by  the  consi- 
deration, that  not  only  this  custom  was  long  prevafent, 
jn  Tartary  and  the  northern  nations,  but  many  other 
feudal  practices  prevail  there  ;  nay  the  whole  feudal 
system,  while  in  Europe  it  is  an  exotic  plant,  is  indi- 
genous, universal,  and  immemorial  in  the  east.' 

'  Richardson's  Dissertation  on  the  Language,  Literature,  and 
.Maaners  of  the  Eastern  Nations,  p.  153,  160,  162.     T.  ^ 

We  find  tl^it^  among  many  other  northern  nations,  it  waa  the 
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Will  not  the  same  principle  assign  also  the  origin 
of  the  other  peculiarity  in  the  succession  of  estates  in 
this  iianor?  For  as  in  the  course  of  events,  the 
younger  son  would  frequently  be  left  in  a  state  of 
minority,  the  mother,  as  his  natural  guardian,  would 
succeed  to  the  immediate  possession  and  enjoyment 
of  the  father's  estate. 

« In  tlie  twenty-eighth  article  it  is  said,  that  *'  All  the 
customary  tenants,  having  estates  of  inheritance  of  or 
in  any  customary  lands  or  tenements  of  the  said  manor, 
have  used  time  out  of  mind  to  fell  their  timber  or 
wood  o[-rowing  upon  their  customary  lands,  and  to 
spend  or  sell  the  same,  at  their  wills  and  pleasuHB^ 
without  any  controlment,  by  the  custom  of  the  said 
manor/' 

CQStom  for  all  the  sons  but  one  to  migrate  from  the  father,  which 
one  became  his  heir.  So  that  possibly  this  custom,  wherever  it 
prevails,  may  be  the  remnant  of  that  pastoral  life  led  by  the  ancient 
Britons  and  Germans,  which  is  described  by  Caesar  and  Tacitus. — 
Encj/.  Urit,  sub  voc,  Borough-English, 

Father  Dti  Halde  says,  that  amongst  the  Tartars,  the  youngest 
of  the  males  is  always  the  heir,  by  reason  that  as  soon  as  the  eldef* 
are  capable  of  leading  a  pastoral  life,  they  leare  the  house  with  A 
certain  number  of  cattle  given  them  by  the  father,  and  go  to  build 
a  new  habitation.  The  last  of  the  males  who  continues  in  the 
house  with  the  father,  is  then  his  natural  heir. — 1  Montesquieu'* $ 
Spirit  of  LavDSy  p.  401. 

Montesquieu  says,  that  he  has  heard  a  like  custom  was  alsd 
observed  in  some  small  districts  of  England.  This  was  doubtless  a 
pastoral  law,  conveyed  thither  by  some  of  the  people  of  Britany^ 
or  established  by  some  German  nation.  We  are  informed  by  Cassar 
and  Tacit  us,  that  these  last  cultivated  little  land.-/&f  J.  vol.  i.  p.  401. 

A  custom  with  respect  to  inheritance  that  prevails  among  the 
new  settlers  in  America,  may  illustrate  the  tenuire  of  TttmtOB- 
Dean.— 5ee  MomtMy  Mag.  for  J^y^  1805^  p.  547* 
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'  By  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  articles  the  payment 
of  heriots  is  thus  provided  for  : — 

^<In  case  any  customary  tenant  die  seized  of  an^ 
bondland,  within  the  said  manor^  or  make  an  absolute- 
surrender  of  the  same  bondland  there ;  then,  upoa 
such  death  or  surrender,  is  an  heriot'  due  to  the  lord^ 
by  the  custom,  viz.  for  every  bond  tenement,  except 
customary  cottages,  the  best  quick  beast  of  him  that 
80  died  seized,  or  made  surrender ;  or  if  he  had  no 
quick  lieast^  bona  fide,  then  sixpence  for  every  such 
heriot,  and  no  more.  And  for  choice  of  all  heriot 
beasts,  all  the  best  quick  beasts  of  the  same  tenant,  so 
dyin^  or  surrendering,,  ought  and  have  been  used  to 
be  brought  into  the  pound  in  the  castle  of  Taunton^ 
at  the  next  three-weeken  court  after  such  death  or 
mrrender;  at   which  time  the   clerk  of  the  castle,. 

'  The  Saxon  thane  lands  were  allodial^  and  free  from  all  bartheii»: 
and  pa>nients,  but  Canute  introduced  heriots  (which  the  translator^ 
of  his  laws  render  Releviamenta^  whereas  the  original  Saxon  word 
is  Heregeai)  which  was  contrived  by  that  monarch,  it  being  militice 
apparatus^  he  took  the  people's  arms  in  order  to  keep  his  new  con. 
quests  in    sul^ection,    and    to  support    the  strength  and  military 
furniture  of  his  newly-acquired  doroinioQi.     The  Saxon  heriot  was 
paid  in  habiliments  of  war  out  of  the  goods  of  the  deceased ;  the 
Norman  relief  was  paid  in  money  by  the  heir,    that  the  lord  might 
not  ha?e  inutilem  proprietatem  in  his  seignory.      The  heriot  was 
yielded  whether  the  son  or  heir  enjoyed  the  land  or  not,    but  the 
relief  wa^  a  composition  with  the  lord,  and  paid  to  relieye  or  redeem 
Che  land  that  was  fallen  into  the  lord's  hands,    as  renovaiio  et 
reitauralio  Feodi. — 2  Gurdon*i  Hist,  of  Pari.  p.  550. 

By  the  laws  of  Canute,  at  the  death  of  the  great  men  of  this 
realm,  so  many  horses  and  arms  were  to  be  paid  as  they  were  in 
ikm  respcctif  e  life.times  obliged  to  keep  for  the  kJ0g^s  serf k«» — 
Rel.  Spelm.  31,  32^  3$.^Leges  Cnut.  75. 
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keeping  the  lord's  court,  ought  and  hath  used  to  charge 
two  of  the  tenants  of  the  hundred,  where  the  land  lieth, 
upon  their  oaths,  to  choose  the  best  quick  beasts,  and 
to  prize  the  same  indifferently ;  and  after  prizing  the 
same,  then  the  lord's  clerk'  of  the  castle,  or  other 
officer,  is  forthwith  to  be  at  his  choice,  whether  he  will 
have  the  same  heriot  or  heriots,  or  the  money  they  are 
prized  at,  to  the  use  of  the  lord.  And  if  the  same 
officer  make  choice  of  the  heriot,  then  he  is,  by  the 
custom,  to  take  the  same  to  the  lord's  use,  and  to  ac- 
count for  the  same ;  but  if  he  make  choice  of  the  mo- 
ney, then  the  same  beast,  by  the  custom  there  used 
ought  to  remain  to  the  executor  of  the  tenant  so  dying, 
"who  ought  to  find  two  sufficient  pledges  of  the  tenants 
of  the  same  hundred,  where  the  lands  do  lie,  to  pay 
the  same  money  into  the  hands  of  the  reeve  of  the 
same  hundred,  at  some  convenient  time  before  the 
audit  next  following.  But  if  the  lord's  officer  and  the 
executor  refuse  to  take  the  heriot  beast  at  the  price  it 
is  appraised  at,  then  the  prizers  thereof  ought  and 
have  used  to  take  the  same  heriot  at  the  same  price, 
and  to  find  pledges  to  pay  the  same  unto  the  lord's 
reeve ;  and  then  the  reeve  is  to  pay  the  same  at  the 
next  audit. 

"  When  any  customary  tenant  of  inheritance  pur- 
poseth  to  make  an  absolute  surrender  of  his  heriotable 
land,  having  quick  cattle  or  beasts,  and  before  such 
surrender  do  compound  with  the  clerk  of  the  castle 
for  the  time  being,  for  the  heriot  to  be  due  upon  the 
same  surrender ;  in  such  cases,  by  the  custom  of  the 

^  At  present  the  custom  is  for  the  steward  of  the  mftnor  to  settle 
the  value  of  the  heriot.    B. 


.  ^ 
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said  manor,  the  said  lord  ought  and  hath  been  used  to 
be  answered  of  his  heriot  according  to  such  composi- 
tion, and  not  otherwise." 

'  There  is  now  paid  in  the  manor  of  Taunton,  as  a 
heriot  on  every  alienation,  for, 

«£.    t. 

A  jard.Iand,       .....     8     0 

A  half.yard.Iand,  ....  4  0 
A  fifteen.acre  tenemeDt,  .  .  3  15 
A  farthing  land,        ....     3    0 


A  ten.acre  tenement,  .  .  •  2  15 
An  eight.acre  tenement,  •  .  1  15 
A  five. acre  tenement,     ...     1     5 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


A  heriot  of  the  best  beast  becomes  due  on  deaths  and 
if  the  tenant  hath  none,  then  six-pence  only. 

'  The  ninth  article  relates  to  dormant  surrenders, 
and  is  as  follows ; — 

**  Of  this  kind  of  conditional  surrenders  customary, 
there  is,  and  always  hath  been,  a  dormant  surrender, 
often  also  in  use  within  the  said  manor ;  and  that  is, 
when  a  tenant  is  purposed  to  settle  his  land  on  any 
person  or  persons,  whom  he  intendeth  to  make  his 
heir  or  heirs,  or  to  charge  the  same  with  any  sum  or 
sums  of  money,  or  for  the  performance  of  his  last  will 
and  testament.  In  this  case,  such  tenant  hath  used  td 
come  to  the  clerk  of  the  castle,  or  his  deputy,  and  t# 
surrender  his  lands  to  the  use  of  any  person  or  persons, 
at  his  will  and  pleasure,  for  the  performance  of  such 
purposes  as  are  above  mentioned,  or  either  of  them, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  surrenderer  ;  such  surrenders 
to  be  published  and  take  effect  after  the  death  of  the 
surrenderer,  he  leaving  in  himself  nevertheless  the 
present  possession  and  interest  of  the  raid  lands  so 
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surrendered.  In  every  of  which  surrenders  there  mart 
be  a  condition  inserted,  by  which  a  power  is  always 
reserved  to  the  surrenderor  to  revoke,  frustrate,  and 
make  void  the  same  surrender,  within  the  space  of 
seven  year  ,  at  his  discretion,'  by  the  custom  of  the 
said  manor.  "* 

'  The  dormant  sarreodef  becomes  Toid  after  the  expiration  of 
seren  years.     B. 

*  The  act  of  55  Geo.  III.  cap.  102,  has  rendered  dormant  surren^ 
ders,  as  to  lands  which  are  strictly  copyhold,  unnecessary.  It  is 
therein  enacted  ^'  That  in  all  cases  where  by  the  custom  of  any 
manor  in  England  or  Ireland  any  copyhold  tenant  of  such  manor, 
may  by  his  or  her  last  will  and  testament,  dispose  of  his  or 
her  copyhold  tenements,  the  same  having  been  surrendered  to  sucb 
uses  as  should  be  declared  by  such  last  will  and  testament,  everj 
disposition  or  charge  made  or  to  be  made  by  any  such  last  will 
and  testament  by  any  person  who  shall  die  after  the  passing  of 
Ms  act  of  any  such  copyhold  tenements  or  of  any  right,  title, 
•r  mterest,  in  or  to  the  same,  shall  be  as  valid  and  effectual  to 
all  intents  and  purposes,  although  no  surrender  shall  have  been  made 
to  the  use  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  such  person,  as  the  same 
wonld  ha?e  been  if  a  surrender  had  been  made  to  the  use  of 
sach  will. 

^^  No  person  entitled,  or  claiming  to  be  entitled,  to  copyhold  landi^ 
ttnements,  or  hereditaments  in  consequence  of  any  testamentary 
disposition  shall  be  entitled  to  be  admitted  to  the  same,  1)y  Tirtiie 
of  any  thing  in  this  act  contained,  except  upon  payment  of  all  such 
stamp-duties,  fees,  and  sums  of  money  as  would  have  been  lawfully 
due  and  payable  in  respect  of  the  surrendering  of  such  copyhold 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  to  the  nse  of  such  will,  or  in 
respect  of  the  presenting,  registering,  or  enrolling  such  snrreadar^ 
had  the  same  lands,  tenements,  and  hereditaments  been  surrendered, 
to  the  use  of  the  will  of  the  person  so  disposing  of  the  same." 

It  may  here  be  obseryed,  that  this  act  does  not  contain  any 
danse  by  which  the  lord  of  a  manor  is  compelled  to  admit  any 
6opyhi»ld  tenant  oiherwiBe  than  accoHKng  to  tie  omlott  oC  ih$ 
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The  inconveniences,  Mrhich  must  sometimes  arise 
from  these  singular  customs,  are  in  a  degree,  counter- 
balanced by  the  mode  of  conveyance  practised  in  this 
manor  ;  which  is  by  a  surrender  of  the  estate,  upon 
«very  sale  or  mortgage,  into  the  hands  of  tlie  lord; 
which  surrender  is  lodged  in  the  exchequer,  or  the 
room  where  all  the  titles  of  the  manor  are  reposited, 
and  may  at  any  time  be  examined.  This  makes  it 
easy  to  prove  the  validity  of  a  title,  and  is  a  security 
against  all  frauds  in  mortgages. 


<  In  the  first  edition  of  this  work,  it  is  said  that  the 
manor  of  Taunton,  which  originally  included  the  town 
and  borough,  is  now  distinct  from  it,  the  latter  now 
standing,  for  the  most  part,  on  fee-simple  lands,  sub- 
ject to  chief  rents,  called  bishop's  rents.'  When  this 
separation    took    place   is  a   matter  of  some  doubt. 

manor.  Therefore  the  old  practice,  relatiog  to  dormant  surrenders, 
ivill  probubly  be  foond  still  to  be  the  safest. 

Customiiry  estates  parcels  of  the  manor  of  Taunton. Dean,  are 
not  held  ai  the  will  of  the  lord^  but  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
manor,  and  are  therefore  not  copyhold. — Vide  Comberb.  387; 
Qu^hewj  432  ;  Salkeld^  365. 

'  The  houses  in  that  part  of  the  borough  of  Taunton,  now  snb* 
ject  to  the  payment  of  bishop's  rent,  appear  to  hare  been  so  long 
beld  under  those  fee.farm  rents  as  to  ha?e  become  freeholds,  and 
liare  not  been  questioned  since  the  reign  of  Edward  the  fourth. 
Besides  the  abof  e  freeholds,  some  houses  are  held  by  the  customs, 
and  a  few  on  leases  for  lifes  under  Sir  Thomas  Dyke  A  eland,  bart* 
and  Edward  Berkeley  Portman,  Esq.  The  kind's  lands  were  a 
parcel  of  forfeited  houses,  now  held  by  lessees.  The  town.lan^ 
or  feoffee.latid8,  were  originally  seized  by  the  constables  to  be 
kept  for  the  heirs  of  former  owners,  who  died  of  a  pestilential 
diMAie.    Theie  are  alto  grsated  on  leaiei  for  Utc$,— ZocAre V  USS* 
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Some  are  of  opinion  that  it  was  dismembered,  1421^ 
by  Henry  Beaufort,  son  of  John  of  Gaunt,  who  wai 
translated  to  the  see  of  Winchester  in  1405.  Bat  his 
successor,  William  of  WaynjQeet,  in  the  sixth  year  of 
Edward  the  fourth,  made  a  grant  in  fee  of  the  guild* 
hall,  in  Taunton,  (some  years  since  pulled  down)  to 
Nicholas  Dixon,  the  perpetual  vicar  of  Saint  Mary 
Magdalen,  under  the  yearly  tribute  of  a  red  rose,  as 
It  mark  of  attachment  and  loyalty  to  the  house  of 
Lancaster.  In  this  grant,  the  town,  borough,  and 
market  are  said  to  belong  to  the  see  of  Winchester. 
This  shews  that  the  fee-simple  estates,  considered  as 
disjointed  from  the  Taunton-Dean  tenure,  must  have 
been  granted  to  the  freeholders  since  1467/ 

'  Locke's  MSS. 

^  Copy  of  the  Confirmation  by  Inspeximusy  of  a  grant  of  land  in 
the  borough  of  Taunton^  as  a  site  for  a  GuildUhalL 

^^  To  all  the  sons  of  holy  mother  church,  to  whom  these  letters 
shall  come,  Robert,  by  divine  permission,  prior  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  St.  Swithin,  Winchester,  and  convent  of  the  same,  sendeth 
greeting  in  our  Lord  God  eyerlasting.  Know  je  that  we  havt 
inspected  the  letters  patent  of  the  most  Re?.  Father  in  Christy 
William^  by  divine  permission,  lord  bishop  of  Winchester,  in  these 
words : — 

^^  To  all  christian  people  to  whom  this  present  writing  indented 
shall  come — William  Waynfleet,  by  di?ine  permission,  bishop  of 
Winchester,  sendeth  greeting  in  our  Lord  God  eferlasting.  Know 
ye  that  we  the  aforesaid  bishop  ha?e  given,  and  granted,  and  by 
this  our  present  writing  indented  have  confirmed,  unto  Nicholas 
Dixon,  perpetual  vicar  of  the  parish  church  of  Taunton  St.  Mary 
Magdalen,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  a  certain  parcel  cff  our  latid 
lying  in  the  middle  of  our  market-place  of  our  borough  of  Taunton 
aforesaid,  in  a  certain  place  there  where  the  ancient  water-course 
was  wont  to  run  i  the  said  parcel  of  land  containing  ia  lengAi 
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ti&tj.tbree  feet,  and  in  breadth  thirty  feet,  and  extending  itself  by  th# 
•pace  aforesaid  from  the  north  part  of  the  said  borough  towards  the 
south  thereof,  to  the  intent  nevertheless  and  always  so  as  the  said 
Nicholas  upon  the  said  parcel  of  land  granted  to  him  as  aforesaid 
shall  to  our  perpetual  remembrance  and  for  the  special  honour^ 
praise,  and  favour  of  the  burgesses  and  the  whole  people  of  tht 
borough  aforesaid,  make,  erect,  and  new  build,  or  cause  to  be 
made,  erected,  and  new  built,  a  certain  convenient  hall  or  place  of 
judicature,  there,  at  his  own  proper  costs  and  charges  in  the  best 
way  and  manner  which  may  be  for  the  honour,  commodity,  and 
profit  of  the  burgesses  of  the  said  borough  and  commonalty,  there,  to 
be  applied  or  made  most  convenient  and  profitable,  to  have  and  to 
hold  the  whole  parcel  of  land  aforesaid,  with  all  houses  and  places 
so  thereupon  built,  to  the  aforesaid  Nicholas,  his  heirs  and  assigns 
for  ever,  yielding  therefore,  yearly,  unto  us  and  our  successors,  at 
the  exchequer  in  Taunton  aforesaid,  at  the  feast  of  the  Nativity  of 
Saint  John  the  Baptist,  one  red  rose'  for  all  services  and  demands, 
reserving  nevertheless  to  us  and  our  successors,  to  all  our  servants 
and  ministers  free  ingress  and  regress  at  all  times  to  our  courts  ther* 
to  be  held  by  one  key  peaceably  remaining  in  the  hands  of  our  clerk 
and  his  successors  for  the  courts  of  the  borough  aforesaid  there  apu 
pointed  to  be  held  without  the  contradiction  or  impediment  of  th« 
said  Nicholas,  or  of  any  other  whatsoever,  and  the  said  Nicholas 
bis  heirs  and  assigns  the  said  hall  and  judicial  place  when  it  shall  be 
so  built  upon  the  lind  aforesaid  in  all  things  shall  sustain  and  main, 
tain  at  his  and  their  own  proper  costs  and  charges — And  we 
the  aforesaid  bishop  and  our  successors,  the  land  aforesaid,  with 
all  houses  and  places  so  thereupon  built,  unto  the  aforesaid  Nicholas, 
his  heirs  and  assigns,  against  all  people  shall  warrant  and  for  ever 
defend  by  these  presents,  in  testimony  whereof  to  one  part  of  these 
indentures  wholly  remaining  with  us  the  aforesaid  bishop,  the  said 


'  The  reserved  rent  of  a  red  rose  in  lieu  of  all  services  and  de» 
mands,  refers  to  the  civil  contests  of  those  times,  between  the 
houses  of  York  and  Lancaster,  and  marked  the  attachment  of 
bishop  Waynflect  to  the  latter.  Tenures  founded  on  such  customs 
are  monuments  of  the  taste  and  vanDers^  the  literature  and  party, 
feeling  of  the  age. 
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Nicholas  hath  put  his  seal,  and  to  the  other  part  of  these  indentiiTea 
wholly  remainiDg  with  the  said  Nicholas,  we  the  aforesaid  bishop 
hafe  put  our  seal.  Witness,  &c.  Dated  at  our  manor  of  Waltham 
the  sixteenth  of  March  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward 
the  fourth,  after  the  conquest,  king  of  England."' 

According  to  a  respectable  author,  the  town  is 
found  to  have  been  the  estate  of  lord  Bonville,  an 
ancient  family  of  this  county.  William  son  of 
Nicholas  Bonville,  was  knighted  by  Henry  the  third, 
in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  his  reign.  Of  him  descended 
William  lord  Bonville  of  Chewton.*  Lord  Bonville 
was  besieged  in  his  castle  of  Taunton,  says  WilHam 
of  Worcester,  in  1449,  by  the  earl  of  Devon,  and 
there  came  to  his  aid  lord  de  Molines,  (Richard)  duke 
of  York,'  (father  of  king  Edward  the  fourth)  William 
Herbert,  and  others ;  and  Bonville  delivered  himself 
up  to  the  duke  of  York,  lord  Bonville  espousing  the 
interest  of  the  house  of  York,  which  then  aimed  at  the 
crown,  and  being  taken  in  the  second  battle  of  Saint 
Alban's,  38th  Henry  VI.  1491,  was  beheaded.  Eliza- 
beth, his  widow,  had  this  manor  for  her  dowry. 

*  The  "  respectable  author"  to  whom  Doctor  Toul- 
min  here  alludes  as  his  authority,  appears  to  be  some- 
what in  error.  For  the  purpose,  therefore,  of  clearings 
up  this  mistake,  relating  to  the  alleged  manor  of  the 
town  and  borough  of  Taunton,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
give  a  brief  genealogical  history  of  the  BonviUes,  in 
which  will  be  traced  the  descent  of  the  lands  granted 

^  The  aboTC-mentioned  grant  was  translated  from  a  latla  copy 
in  the  Sanctum  Sanctorum  of  Mr.  Gray's  Alms-hoase*    T* 
^  Mag.  Brit,  et  Hib.  Somerset,  p.  808.     T. 
I  Liber  Niger  Scaccsuril;  toL  u*  p.  475.    T. 
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td  Robert  the  constable ;  after  yfhxch  ^ill  be  given 
the  descent  of  the  lands  granted  to  John,  the  con- 
queror's porter,  and  an  account  of  the  union  of  these 
two  parcels  of  land  in  the  person  of  Thomas,  the 
second  earl  of  Stamford. 

^  The  Bonvilles  held  certain  lands  which  laid  within 
the  manor  of  Taunton«Dean,  and  which  they  obtained 
by    the    marriage  of  William    lord   Bonville,    with 
Margaret,  one  of  the  daughters  and  coheiresses  of  sir 
John  Meriet,  of  Hestercombe,  knt.  and  the  Meriets 
had  them  in  marriage  from  the  Florys  of  Combe- 
Flory,  these  lands  having  originally  been  granted  by 
William  the  conqueror  to  Robert,  his  constable,  as 
has  already  been  mentioned  in  page  38,  in  the  extract 
from  Domesday-Book.     There  is  no  authority  what- 
ever for  supposing  that  the  manor  of  Taunton  was 
ever  in  the  possession  of  lord  Bonville,  or  in  the  fa^ 
inily  of  lord  Bonville  at  all,  or  that  it  was  ever  sepa- 
rated from  the  church  of  Winchester,  except  from 
1647  to  1660,  when  it  was  sold,  with  other  church' 
property,    under  an  ordinance  of  parliament,  during 
the  Cromwell  usurpation. 

'  On  lord  Bonville's  being  beheaded  in  1461,  imme- 
diately after  the  second  battle  of  Saint  Alban's,  his 
widow,  in  the  first  year  of  king  Edward  the  fourth, 
had  an  assignment  of  certain  lands  for  her  dowry,  all 
her  husband's  estates  being  then  forfeited  to  the  crown. 
This  assignment  gives  her  **  the  manor  of  Puckington, 
and  divers  lands  in  Thorney,  Pixton,  Taunton^  Glas- 
Umbary,  and  Drayton,  all  in  the  county  of  Somerset," 
but  does  not  mention  one  word  of  the  manor  of  Tawton. 
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Dr.  Toulmin  then  states  that  ^'  on  the  death  of 
Elizabeth^  lady  Bonville,  the  manor  of  Taunton  came 
to  her  grand-daughter  and  heiress,  Cicely,  the  daugh* 
ter  of  her  eldest  son,  William,  lord  Harrington,  who 
was  slain  before  at  the  battle  of  Wakefield,'  and  that 
she  married  John  Bourchier,  lord  Fitzwarine,  after- 
wards created  earl  of  Bath,  and  carried  this  manor 
into  that  family.'* 

*  In  this  short  statement  there  are  two  or  three  errors 
which  it  will  be  necessary  to  set  right. 
.  *  The  "  Cicely"  here  spoken  of  was  Cecilia,  great- 
l^rand-daughter  of  the  William  lord  Bonville,  be- 
headed at  St.  Alban's  as  above-mentioned.  Herdescent 
was  in  this  manner. — William  lord  Bonville  of  Chew- 
ton,  married  Margaret,  daughter  and  coheiress  of  sir 
John  Meriet,  knt.  and  had  i^sue  William  Bonville, 
who  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress  of  Wil-* 
liam  lord  Harrington,  and  died  in  his  father's  lifetime, 
leaving  issue  William  de  Bonville,  who  inherited 
from  his  mother  the  title  of  lord  Harrington ;  this 
William  lord  Harrington  was  killed  in  the  battle  of 
Wakefield,  1469,  in  the  lifetime  of  his  grand-father  ; 
he  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  Richard  Neville, 
earl  of  Salisbury,  and  by  her  had  the  above-mentioned 
Cecilia^  his  only  daughter,  who  on  the  death  of  her 
father  and  great-grand-father,  became  baroness  Bon- 
ville of  Chewton,  and  baroness  Harrington,  titles  now 
enjoyed  by  the  earl  of  Stamford. — On  the  death  of 
her  greut-grand-mother,  lady  Bonville,  she  inherited 
all  the  lands  of  that  lady's  dowry,  and  carried  them  iu 
t  Mag.  Brit,  et  HU).  Somerset^  p.  808. 
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marriage  to  her  husband^  Thomas  Grey,  marquess  of 
Dorset. 

*  This  Cecilia  was  twice  married,"  but  neither  of  her 
husbands  was  John  Bourchier,  lord  Fitzwarine,  as 
mentioned  by  Dr.  Toulmin.  She  was  first  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Grey,  marquess  of  Dorset,  (son  of  Elizabeth 
Grey,  queen  of  Edward  the  fourth,)  by  whom  she  had 
seven  sons  and  eight  daughters, — of  whom,  Thomas 
succeeded  his  father  as  second  marquess  of  Dorset ;  he 
married  Margaret,  the  daughter  of  sir  Robert  Wotton, 
of  Bocton,  in  Kent,  knt.  and  had  issue,  Henry  and 
John,  the  latter  of  whom  was  the  ancestor  of  the  pre- 
sent earl  of  Stamford. 

*  Henry,  the  eldest  son,  succeeded  his  father  as  third 
marquess  of  Dorset,  and  was  created  duke  of  Suffolk; 
he  married  Frances,  daughter  of  Charles  Brandon, 
duke  of  Suffolk,  by  Mary,  daughter  of  king  Henry 
the  seventh,  and  widow  of  Lewis  the  twelfth,  king  of 
France,  and  left  issue,  three  daughters,  Jane,  Catha- 
rine, and  Mary,  of  whom  Jane,  the  eldest,  was  the 
unfortunate  lady  Jane  Grey,  to  whom  the  above- 
mentioned  Cecilia,  baroness  Bonville  and  Harringtoq, 
was  great-grand-mother. — Catharine,  the  second 
daughter,  was  the  wife  of  Edward  Seymour,  earl  of 
Hertford.     Jane  and  Mary  both  died  without  issue. 

*  We  now  come  to  John,  second  son  of  Henf y  Grey, 
duke  of  Suffolk,  who  was  seated  at  Pirgo,  in  Essex. 
He  married  Mary,  daughter  of  Sir  Anthony  Browne, 

■  Cecilia  BoD?ille,  relict  of  Thomas  Grey,  marquess  of  Dorset, 
married  to  her  second  husbaod,  Heory  Stafford,  earl  of  Wiltshire, 
whom  she  surTi?ed,  and  departed  this  life  in  the  19th  of  Henry  the 
eighth,  15^,  aad  was  buried  at  Astley,'  in  the  county  of  Warwick* 
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and  had  issue,  Henry  Grey,  created  lord  Grey  of 
Groby,  who  married  Anne,  daughter  of  William  lord 
Windsor,  and  had  issue,  sir  John  Grey,  whose  sod, 
Henry,  was  created  earl  of  Stamford ;  his  eldest  son 
Thomas,  lord  Grey,  well  known  for  the  active  part 
he  took  against  king  Charles  the  first,  died  in  his 
father's  life-time,  leaving  by  Dorothy,  daughter  and 
co-heiress  of  £dward  Bourchier,  fourth  earl  of  Bath, 
Thomas,  who  succeeded  his  grand-father,  as  second 
carl  of  Stamford,  and  was,  in  his  own  right,  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  lords  Bonville,  and,  in  right  of  his 
mother,  the  representative  of  the  Bourchiers,  Hank- 
fords,  Fitzwarines,  and  Cogans. 


*  It  may  be  proper  to  mention  that  John  Bourchier, 
lord  Fitzwarine,  who  was  created  earl  of  Bath,  (and 
who  is  said  by  Dr.  Toulmin  to  have  been  the  husband 
of  Cecilia  Bonville)  married  Cecily,  only  sister  of 
Henry  Daubeny,  earl  of  Bridgwater.  The  father  of 
this  John,  lord  Fitzwarine,  is  said  by  sir  William 
Dugdale  (Baronage,  vol.  2,  p.  131,)  to  have  died  in 
the  19th  of  king  £dward  the  fourth,  seized  of  the 
manors  of  Norton,  Taunton,  (still  meaning  lands  lying 
within  the  manor  of  Taunton)  Nunnington,  Huntspill, 
Pulle,  Honystead,  and  Wigborough,  all  in  the  county 
of  Somerset. 


*  In  Mr.  Locke's  manuscripts  we  have  the  following 
account  of  the  descent  of  the  lands  in  the  manor  of 
Taunton  held  by  the  Fitzwarines : — "  The  lands  in 
Taunton  held  under  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  by 
JokUf  the  Conqueror's  part^r^  pasM^y  witb  tiie  hekefHi 
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of  Jiis  family/  to  Thomas  Cogan,  (called  Richard  by 
Locke)  whose  grand-daughter  married  sir  Fulke  Fitz* 
warine,  who  had  a  daughter  married  to  sir  Richard 
Hankford,  and  he  had  two  daughters,  one  married 
to  Thomas  Butler,  the  sixth  earl  of  Ormond,  and  the 
other  to  William  Bourchier,  ancestor  of  the  earls  of 
Bath." 

*  Edward  Bourchier,  fourth  earl  of  Bath,  who  died  ia 
1636,  left  issue  two  daughters,  his  co-heirs,  Dorothy 
and  Anne.  Dorothy,  the  elder,  married  Thomas  lord 
Grey,  who  by  her  had  Thomas  second  earl  of  Stam- 
ford, who  in  his  own  right  was  the  representative  of  the 
family  of  Bonville,  to  whom  had  descended  the  lands 
granted  by  the  Conqueror  to  Robert  the  constable; 
and,  in  right  of  his  mother,  the  representative  of  the 
families  of  Bourchier,  Hankford,  Fitzwarine,  and 
Cogan,  through  the  heiresses  of  which  families  had 
descended  the  lands  granted  to  John,  the  Con* 
queror's  porter.  These  two  parcels  of  land  having 
thus  become  united  in  the  person  of  Thomas,  second 
earl  of  Stamford,  were  purchased  in  1693,  by  James 

'  This  was  Mary,  only  daughter  and  heiress  of  Sir  Richard  de 
Wiggebere,  lord  of  the  maaor  of  Wigborough,  in  the  parish  of 
8oQth.Petherton.  The  manor  of  Wigborough  was  held  by  the 
tbote-mcntioned  John,  and  his  descendants,  who  took  the  local 
name  de  fViggebere^  or  de  Wigborough^  by  the  serjeanty  of  keep- 
ing the  door  of  the  king's  hall  or  chamber.  This  serjeauty  con- 
tinued from  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror  to  the  23d  of  queen 
Elizabeth,  for  in  that  year  John  Broome  is  certified  to  hold  the 
mtnor  of  Wigborough  with  its  appurtenances,  and  lands  in  Sooth. 
Petherton,  of  the  king  in  chief,  by  the  service  of  keeping  the  door 
of  the  king's  ch^Lmbex.-ColUnson's  Hist.  ofSomenet^iol  iii.  p.  110. 
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Grove,  esq.  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Serjeant  at  law,  who 
had  married  Anne,  his  lordship's  sister. 

*  Anne,  the  younger  daughter  and  co-heiress  of 
Edward  Bourchier,  fourth  earl  of  Bath,  was  married  to 
sir  Chichester  Wrey,  hart,  by  whom  she  had  sir  Bour- 
chier Wrey,  and  other  children.  By  a  deed  of 
partition  of  the  earl  of  Bath's  estates  between  sir 
Bourchier  Wrey,  and  the  earl  of  Stamford,  it  appears 
that  the  latter  obtained  as  his  purparty  the  lands  in  the 
manor  of  Taunton,  the  manor  of  Huntspill,  and 
other  manors. 

*  The  earl  of  Ormond's  share  of  the  Fitzwarine's 
lands  came  by  an  heiress  to  the  family  of  St.  Leger, 
the  last  of  whom  sold  them  to  Henry  Beecher,  of 
whom  they  were  purchased  by  Thomas  Ansell, 
who,  in  1616,  sold  them  to  Robert  Henley,  father 
of  Andrew  Henley^  the  first  mayor  of  Taunton  under 
the  first  charter,  and  sir  Andrew  Henley,  the  fifth  in 
descent,  in  1700,  sold  them  to  Charlton  Whitlock, 
who  died  in  1704,  and  his  trustees  sold  them  to  the 
lessees ;  but  a  mortgage  of  four  thousand  pounds  to 
Henry  Partridge  having  lain  dormant,  or  secreted, 
the  purchasers  were  obliged  to  advance  thirteen  shil- 
lings and  four-pence  in  the  pound,  in  addition  to  their 
purchase  money,  as  the  redemption  of  the  mortgage, 
and  from  this  period,  and  probably  on  this  account, 
the  endowment  of  Henley's  alms-house  hath  been 
with-held,  and  not  since  paid." ' 

'  Lockers  Maauscripts  ia  the  possession  of  Mr.  Josith  EaiCon 
cf  Bradford. 
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tlllWIMO  THB  DKICENT  OF  TBB  LANDS  OF    ROBBRT  THI  CONITABir^ 
III   THE  FAMILIES   OF  BONVILLB  AMD   GREY. 

Sir  WiUiani  de  BonvUle,  knt. 
died  1408,— 8th  Henry  IV. 

John  de  Booviile, 
died  in  his  father's  life-time. 

Sir  William  de  Bonville,  knt. 

Lord  Bonville,  of  Chewton, 

beheaded  at  St.  Alban's,  39th  Henry  VI. 

vtrried  Margaret,  daughter  and  co-heiress  of  Sir  John  Merief^ 

Lord  of  the  manors  of  Combe-Flory  and  Hestercombe. 


William  de  Bonville, 

married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  heiress  of 

William  Lord  Harrington,  and 

died  in  his  father's  life-time. 

William  de  Bonville,  Lord  Harrington, 

in  right  of  his  mother, 

flMrried  Catharine,  daughter  of  Richard  Nevill,  Earl  of  Salisbmyr 

killed  at  the  battle  of  Wakefield,  S9th  Henry  VI. 

in  his  father's  and  grand-father's  life-time. 

I 
Cecilia  de  Bonville,  daugliter  and  heiress, 

succeeded  her  great  grand-father  as 

Baroness  Bonville  and  Harrington. 

She  married  Thomas  Grey,  Marquess  of  Dorset, 

and  died  19th  Henry  VIII. 

Thomas,  Marquess  of  Dorset,  Lord  Bonville  and  HarringtODy     * 
married  Margaret,  daughter  of  Sir  Robert  Wotton^ 

aud  died  1530 

I 

f ^ \ 

1.  Henry  Grey,  Marquis  oi  Dorset,        iS.  Lord  John  Grey,  of  Pirgo* 
Lord  Bonville  and  Harrington,  | 

married  Frances, 
eldest  daughter  and  co-heirens  of 
Charles  Brandon,  Duke  of  Suffolk. 

Greyof  Grobj« 


, ^-T— — ^ 


1.  Jane,       2.  Catharine,        3.  Mary,         .  Henry  Lord 

married  married  married 

Lord  G.  Dud-  Ed.  Seymour,  M.  Keys, esq. 

ley,  and  Earl  of  ob.  s.  p. 

beheaded  Feb.   Hertford. 


1S|  1555.  s.  p. 


Sir.  John  Grey* 


I 


Thomas  Lord  Grey,  ZH   Dorothy,  daughter  &co4ir. 


Henry  Grey,  first  Earl  of  Stamford. 


eldest  8on, 
died  in  his  father's  life-time 


of  Edward  Bonrchier, 
4th  Earl  of  Bath. 


Thomas  Grey,  second 
Earl  of  Stamford,  representative  of  the  Bonvilles,  aod  by  hi» 
mother  of  the  Bourchicrf|Haokford0|Fitiwariiict,4cCogaiis» 
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fUEWING  TAB  DEICENT  OP  THE  LAND!  OP  JOHN  THE  PORTER,  III  THE 
PAMILIE8   OP  PITZWARIME  AND  BOURCHIER. 


Fulke  Fitzwarine,  Baron  Fitzwariney 
died  1407,— 9th  Henry  IV. 

I 

r  ■  ^^ \ 

Fulke,  Lord  Fitzwarine,  Elizabeth  Fitzwarine, 

died  a  minor,  8th  Henry  V.  lister  and  heiress— 17  years  old, 

without  issue.  8th  Henry  V — married 

Sir  Richard  Hankfbrd,  knt. 

r.r. ' 

Thomasine, 

daughter  and  heiress, 

Baroness  Fitzwarine  in  right  of  her  mother. 

Married  Sir  William  Bonrchier,  knt.  who  bad  summons  to  parliament  as 

Lord  Fitzwarine,— 27th  Henry  VI. 
and  died  9th  Edward  IV. 

Fulke  Bourchier,  Lord  Fitzwarine, 

Lord  of  the  manors  of  Norton-Fitzwarine,  TaMmtoMf  NunDlngtOB, 

Huntspill,  PuUe,  Honystead,  and  Wigborongh, 

all  in  the  county  of  Somerset. 

Married  Elizabeth,  sister  and  co-heiress  of  John,  Lord  Dinham. 

John  Bourchier,  Lord  Fitzwarine, 

created  Earl  of  Bath, 

married  Cecily,  only  sister  of  Henry  Daubcny,  Earl  of  Bridgwater, 

and  died  3l8t  Henry  VIII. 


John  Bonrchier,  Earl  of  Bath,  and  Lord  Fitzwarine, 

married  Eleanor,  daughter  of  Lord  Roos, 

and  died  1560. 


John  Bourchier, 
married  and  died  in  his  father's  life-time. 

'William  Bourchier,  Earl  of  Bath,  and  Lord  Fitzwarine, 
married  ElizabcUi,  daughter  of  the  Earl  of  Bedford, 

and  died  1623. 

Edward  Bonrchier,  Earl  of  Bath,  and  Lord  Fitzwarine, 
married  Dorothy,  sister  of  Oliver  St.  John,  Earl  of  Bolingbroke, 

and  died  1636. 

I 

/ ^ ^ 

1.    Anne,  S.    Dorothy, 

daughter  and  co-hciress,  daughter  and  co-heiress, 

married  married 

Sir  Chichester  Wrey,  bart*  Thomas,  Lord  Grey, 

eldest  son  of  the 

Earl  of  Stamford, 

who  died  1657. 

Sir  Bourchier  Wrey,  bart.  Thomas  Grey,  second 

Earl  of  Stamford. 
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THE    PRIORY. 

In  a  review  of  the  ancient  state  of  the  town  of 
Taunton,  we  can  by  no  means  overlook  the  religious 
institutions,  which  owed  their  origin  to  the  sentiments 
of  the  times,  and  to  the  establishment  of  which,  many 
bishops  of  Winchester,  as  of  other  sees,  consecrated 
their  wealth.  A  monastic  life  is  supposed  indeed  to 
have  particularly  suited  the  serious  and  gloomy  tem- 
per of  the  English  nation,  as  it  made  a  most  rapid 
progress  in  these  kingdoms,  and  retained  its  flrst 
fervour  here  longer  than  in  any  other  country  ;  upon 
this  account  England  is  said  to  have  merited  the 
appellation  of  the  Isle  of  Saints.  The  reign  of  king 
Stephen  was  distinguished  by  the  great  number  of 
monasteries,  both  of  monks  and  nuns,  established  in  it.' 

In  the  year  1127,  a  few  years  before  Stephen 
ascended  the  throne,  William  Giffard,  bishop  of 
Winchester,  built  and  endowed  a  priory*  in  this  town 
for  canons  regular  of  the  order  of  Saint  Augustine.^ 

'  Grosley's  Obseirations  on  England,  translated  by  Nagent, 
Tol.  i.  p.  321,  note,  and  p.  323.     T. 

*  Bishop  Giffard  endow^ed  this  priory  with  so  mnch  of  St.  Jameses 
parbh  as  lies  within  the  town  of  Taunton,  together  with  all  the 
laads  on  the  north  and  east  of  it,  quTte  to  the  rirer  Tone  and  West- 
Monkton. — Lock^^s  MSS. 

'  The  canons  regular  of  St.  Austin  li?ed  together  in  common 
under  one  roof,  and  were  bound  by  rules,  though  much  less  severe 
than  those  by  which  the  monks  were  governed. 

It  is  said  that  canons  were  brought  into  England  so  early  as  the 
seTcnth  century  ;  if  so,  then  secular  canons  only  can  be  meant ;  no 
regular  canons  were  here  till  about  the  reign  of  king  Henry  I.  when 
Rymer  says,  they  bad  a  house  at  Nostell  in  Yorkihire,  and  were 
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It  was  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  withoat 
the  east-gate ;  and  seems  to  have  stood  in  a  direct  line 
with  St.  James's-street,  about  sixty  yards  from  the 
spot,  on  which  the  new  farm-house  called  the  Priory 
stands.  Near  to  this  site  is  a  street  called  Canon- 
street,  and  there  have  lately  been  discovered  in  it  the 
ruins  of  large  gothic  arches  and  hewn  stones.'  This 
monastery  was  dedicated  to  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul. 
It  was  so  much  improved  and  increased  by  the  suc- 
cessor of  William  Giffard,  Henry  de  Blois,  brother 
of  king  Stephen,  that  he  came  in  for  an  equal  share 
of  honour  as  the  founder  of  it.* 

But  the  exclusive  claim  of  William  GifFard  to  be 
considered    in   this   light,    was    ascertained   bj   an 

bronght  thither  bj  Adalphus,  that  moDarch's  confessor^  that  is^not 
till  1114. 

On  comparing  the  accounts  of  Yarious  writers,  as  Somner,  Stefens, 
Stowe,  and  others,  it  would  appear  that  Rymer's  is  the  most  cor. 
xect,  though  Grose  is  inclined  to  place  the  introduction  of  regular 
canons  about  the  jear  1105.  Stevens  says  that,  ''  though  there  were 
regular  canons  who  embraced  the  rules  prescribed,  (as  particularly 
at  Rheims  in  1067,)  jet  the  canons  did  not  make  regular  tows  till 
the  twelfth  century."  It  is  added  that  they  took  not  on  them  the 
name  of  regular  canons  of  St.  Austin,  till  Innocent  II.  so  ordained 
it  at  the  Lateran  council  in  1139.  But  after  all,  as  Tanner  has 
observed,  it  was  so  common  to  call  collegiate  canons  Canonid 
Regularesy  to  distinguish  them  from  the  parochial  clergy,  that 
here,  as  in  most  disputed  points,  the  contest  might  arise  from  mere 
•  misunderstanding.  There  were  one  hundred  and  seTenty.five  houses 
of  this  order,  including  canonesses. 

'  Locke's  MSS. 

*  Taunton.  Prior.  Canon.  Reg.  S.  Aug.  Bathon.  Diocesis.  Gul. 
Giffarde  et  Henry  Blezance  (Blcsensis),  Episcopi  Wiatontenses^ 
fundatoreSt-r-Leland's  Collectanea,  toI.  i*  p.  81.    T. 
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inquisition'  taken  on  oath  before  the  king^s  escheator«, 
at  Taunton^  in  the  10th  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  11.  1316.  And  by  a  charter  of  confirmation,^ 

*  lEsc.  10  Ed.  2.  11.  172.] 

De  prima  fundatione  ejusdem. 

Inquisicio  capta  coram  Escaetoribus  domini  Regis  apnd 
Taunton  sexto  die  Januarii,  anno  regni  Regis  Edwardi  decimo^ 
utrum^  ?iz.  Prioratas  de  Taunton  sit  de  fundatione  progenitorndk 
domini  Regis  quondam  Regum  Angliae/  seu  progenitoris  ipsiof 
Regis  an  aliorum,  seu  alterius  ;  et  quorum,  et  cujus,  et  de  quibof 
<erris  et  tenementis,  et  h  quo  tempore ;  per  sacramentum  Johan- 
nis  Ilurtherd,  &c.  Qui  dicunt  per  sacramentum  suum,  quod 
Prioratus  de  Taurtton  non  est  de  fundatione  progenitorum  domini 
Regis  Regum  Angliae,  seu  progenitoris  alicujus  Regis,  sed  dicunt 
quod  praedictus  prioratus  est  de  fundatione  cujusdam  Willielmi 
Giffard  quondam  episcopi  Wynton,  ante  tempus^  Regis  Edmundt 
Jr^^sidcy  h  tempore  de  quo,  non  extat  memoria,  de  to(4  terrd 
8U&  in  parte  aquilonari  extra  portam  orientalem  Tillae  suae  de 
Tauntone,  ad  construendum  ibidem  monasterium  et  situm  suum,  per 
bundas  et  divisas  in  cartd  ejusdem  episcopi  contentas  et  nomina* 
tas,  in  puram  et  perpetuam  eleemosinam :  Quas  quidem  fundatio* 
nem  et  donationem  Henr.  Rex  Angliae  et  Dux  Norm,  et  Aquit.  et 
Comes  Aiideg.  per  cartam  suam  confirmavit  in  puram  et  perpetuam 
eleemosinam,  sicut  in  cart4  praedicti  episcopi  de  fundatione  et 
donatione  praedictis  plenius  continetur.  Et  dicunt,  quod  dictui 
prioratus  nullas  terras  seu  tenementa  habet  de  fundatione  sen 
donatione  cujuscumq;  progenitoris  Regis  Anglias,  seu  progenito* 
rum  quorumcunq;  Regum  Angliae.  In  cujus  rei  testimonium 
praedicti  jurati  huic  inquisitioni  sigilla  sua  apposuerunt. — Dugd, 
Monast.  torn.  ii.  p.  83. 

*  [Cart.  8  Ed.  3.  n.  12.  per  Inspex."] 

Carta   regis   Edwardi  tertii    donatorum    concessiones  recitana 
et  confirmans. 

Henricus  rex  Angliae,  et  dux  Norm,  et  Aquit.  et  comes  Andeg. 

'  Error  hie  est  mazimus ;  nam  iste  Will.  Gyffard  C0Df«critiU 
f uit  ih  Episc.  Wint.  a.  1 107.  8  H.  1 . 
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which  passed  in  the  reig'n  of  Henry  the  second,  recit- 
ing the  foundation  of  the  priory  and  the  subsequent 

Archie pisco pis,  &c.  salutem.  Sciatis  me  concessisse,  et  imperpetuam 
eleemosinam  confirmisse  Deo  et  ecclesiae  Tantoniae,  et  canonicif 
ibidem  Deo  servientibus,  omnes  doaatiooes  quae  eis  i  atiooabiliter 
fmctae  sunt. 

Ex  dono  Wiiiielmi  episcopi,  fuodatoris  ejusdem  ecclesiae,  omnes 
ecclesias  Tantoniae  cum  capellis,  et  omnibus  pertineiitiis  suis,  et 
terram  de  BlakedonUj  et  ecclesiam  de  Kingestona  cum  capeilis  et 
pertinentiis  suis ;  ecclesiam  do  Lydyard^  cum  perttnentiis  suis  ; 
ecclesiam  de  Legha^  cum  pertineotiis  suis  ;  ecclesiam  de  Uill(i^  com 
pertinentiis  suis. 

Ex  dono  Henrici  Episcopi,  ecclesiam  de  Fypemynstra^  cum 
pertinentiis  suis,  et  cum  capeilis. 

Ex  dono  Roberti  Arundelli,  duas  hidas  terrae  apud  Aissam,  et 
ecclesiam  ejusdem  Tillae,  cum  pertinentiis  suis. 

Ex  dono  Wiiiielmi  filii  Odonis,  terram  de  Wildelanda,  et  eccle. 
siam  ejusdem  TtUae,  cum  pertinentiis  suis,  consensu  Wiiiielmi 
nepotis  et  hercdis  ipsius,  sicut  carta  sua  testatur. 

Ex  dono  Wiiiielmi  de  Moi,oun,  terram  de  Lydiard. 

Ex  dono  Ricardi  de  Turbervilla,  concessu  Hugonis  fratris  sui^ 
ecclesiam  de  Dubertono,  et  terram  de  Golialanda. 

Ex  dono  Rogeri  Britonis,  terram  de  Uppecota. 

Ex  dono  Baldwini  de  Cumba,  terram  de  Mora. 

Ex  dono  Galfredi  Foliot,  unam  irirgatam  terrae  et  dimidiam  in 
terra  de  Stanton  a. 

Ex  dono  Osberti  et  Gaufridi  de  Hidona,  terram  de  Middledona. 

Ex  dono  Baldwini  deCumba,  xvi  acras. 

Ex  dono  Hugonis  de  Flnrj,  Tiginti  acras  terrae  in  Hestercumba. 

Qnarevolo,  &c.  Testibus  Ricardo  London,  et  Nigello  Eliensi,  et 
Roberto  Lincolniensi,  episcopis  ;  Thoma  cancel lario  ;  Roberto 
comiteLegecestriae;  Will.  comiteGIouc.  &c.  Dugd,  Mon»  tarn,  ii. 
p.  S3. 

The  year  in  which  this  charter  was  granted  to  the  canons  of 
Taunton,  by  which  their  possessions  were  confirmed  to  them  by 
king  Henry  II.  may  be  nearly  ascertained  from  the  names  of  the 
witnesses.— It  coald  not  be  later  than  1163^  for  in  that  year  Richard 
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grants  made  to  it,  it  appears,  that  the  endowment  of 
it,  when  first  established  by  the  founder,  consisted  of 
all  the  churches  of  Taunton,  with  their  chapels  and 
all  their  appurtenances,  the  manor  of  Blag^don,  the 
church  of  Kingston  with  its  chapels  and  appurtenances^ 
the  church  of  Bishop's- Lydeard,  the  church  of  AngerV 
licigh,  and  the  church  of  BishopVHull,  with  their 
tespective  appurtenances;  and  that  Henry  de  Blois, 
the  successor  of  William  Giifard,  augmented  this 
endowment  by  a  grant  of  the  church  of  Pitminster 
with  its  chapels  and  appurtenances. 

This  priory  had  also  many  considerable  benefactors. 

William  lord  Mohun,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  soon 
after  the  foundation,  gave  to  the  canons  of  this  house 
the  manor  of  Lydeard  in  Wiltshire. 

William  Montacute,  earl  of  Salisbury,  granted  to 
it  the  manor  and  hundred  of  Dulverton,  with  all  the 
appurtenances  belonging  to  it,  to  hold  in  fee-farm  at 
the  yearly  rent  of  ten  pounds,  which  demise  is  dated 
m  the  chapter-house  of  the  priory  of  Taunton,  March 
J8th,  11  Edward  HI/ 

de  Beaamis,  bishop  of  London,  one  of  the  witnesses,  died ;  nor 

earlier  than  1157,  for   in  that  year  Thomas  Becket,  archbishop 

of  Canterbury,  another  of  the  witnesses,  was  appointed  ehancellof. 

■  [Pfl/.  11.  Ed.  3,  p.  1.  m.  12.  per  Inspex."] 

Dimissio  Manerii  de  Dulverton  canonicis  de  Taunton  ad  feodi 
irtnam  per  Will,  de  Montcacuto  comitem  Sarum. 

Per  hoc  scriptum  indentatum  cunctis  appareat  evidenter,  quod 
mobilis  yir  Willielmus  de  Montcacuto  comes  Sarum  concessit,  ct 
ad  feodi  firmam  dimisit,  et  hoc  scripto  suo  indentato  confirmaTit, 
Religiosis  Tiris  priori  et  confentui  de  Taunton,  manerium  et  hun. 
dredum  dc  DuWerton  cnm  pertinentiis ;  habendum  et  tenendum 
eisdem  priori  et  conyentui  et  eorum  successoribus^  unk  cam  libera 
Utibus  regalibus  ac  aliis  fiberis  consaet^dintbus,  et  aliis  qnibuf* 
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Robert  Arundel'  added  the  church:  of  Ash,  with  two 
hides  of  land. 

canq;  ad  pradicta  manerium  et  hundredum  Cum  pertinentiif 
tpectantibus  seu  pertinent! bus,  tmperpetuum ;  Reddendo  inde  etdeoi 
comiti,  haredibus  et  sais  assignatis,  decern  libras  sterlingorum  ptr 
annum  ad  duos  anni  terminos ;  fii.  ad  FestaPasche  et  S.  Michaelif^ 
eqaalibns  porcionibus,  ^c, 

Dat.  in  capitulo  dictt  prioratus  de  Tanton,  xviii.  die  MarcU, 
anno  regni  domini  regis  Edwardi  tertii,  a  conquestu  xu-l)ugd,  Man* 
torn.  ii.  p.  83. 

'  In  the  time  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  Ash  was  a  part  of  ths 
manor  of  Bishops-Lydeard,  and  belonged  to  the  church  of  Weill. 
It  was  afterwards  taken  from  Giso,  bishop  of  Wells,  by  Harold^ 
earl  of  Kent  and  Wessex,  afterwards  king,  and  at  his  death^ 
became  Tested  in  William  the  Conqueror,  in  whom  it  remained  till 
he  gafe  it  to  Roger  Arundel,  one  of  his  attendants  into  England. 
In  Domesday.  Book,  at  the  end  of  the  account  of  the  possessions  of 
the  church  of  Wells,  it  is  said  that  Roger  Arundel  holds  Ash  of  tlM 
king  unjustly. 

This  Roger  de  Arundel  was  the  third  son  of  Roger  de  Montgo* 
mery,  upon  whom  the  Conqueror  bestowed  the  earldoms  of  Arundel 
and  Shrewsbury,  and  took  his  name  from  the  castle  of  Arnndely 
his  father's  residence.  He  was  afterwards  better  known  by  tin 
name  of  Roger  de  Poictou,  or  Roger  Pictaviensis.  He  was  a 
great  benefactor  to  the  clergy.  He  took  part  with  his  brother 
Robert  de  Belesme,  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  in  the  great  rebellioa 
against  king  Henry  the  first,  on  behalf  of  Robert  Curthose,  duke  of 
Normandy,  and  was  on  that  account  banished  England. 

In  Domesday.Book  he  is  put  down  as  possessing  one  hundred  and 
eighty-eight  manors  in  Lancashire;  seventy-six  in  Yorkshire; 
three  in  Essex ;  fifty.nine  in  Sufifolk ;  eleven  in  Nottinghamshire  ; 
seTen  in  Derbyshire;  ten  in  Norfolk;  forty.fourin  Lincolnshire; 
and  twenty -eight  in  Somersetshire. 

By  his  wife,  who  was  a  lady  of  Poictou,  he  had  issue  two  soDfy 
Gilbert,  the  elder,  from  whom  descended  in  a  direct  line  the  present 
lord  Arundel  of  Wardour ;  and  Robert  his  second  son,  who  in- the 
time  of  king  Stephen,  on  the  collection  of  Daoe-geld,  paid  ittj* 
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William  Pitz-Odo,  with  the  consent  of  William 
his  grandson  and  heir,  gave  the  manor  of  Wildeland, 
with  the  church  and  its  appurtenances. 

Richard  de  Turberville,  with  the  consent  of  his 
brother  Hugh,  gave  the  church  of  Dulverton,  and  the 
manor  of  Tolland. 

Roger  Brito'  the  manor  of  Upcot. 

•ight  shillings  for  the  lands  he  held  in  the  counties  of  Dorset  and 
WUts.  He  had,  by  the  gift  of  his  father,  the  manor  of  Ash,  which 
Jie  conferred  upon  the  canons  of  Taunton. 

In  the  13th  of  king  John,  upon  collecting  the  scutage  of  Wales^ 
Robert  Fitzpaine  paid  thirty  marks  for  fifteen  knight's  fees  of  the 
old  fees  of  Roger  Arandel.  (Dugd.  Bar.  toI.  i.  p.  372.)  This 
will  in  some  measure  account  for  the  statement  in  the  Wells  register, 
that  the  family  of  Fitzpaine  were  patrons  of  the  priory  of  Taunton 
in  1317. 

The  canons  had  a  house  in  the  village  of  Ash,  the  ruins  of  which 
were  taken  down  within  the  last  forty  years.  Ash  had  the  addi- 
tional name  of  Prior^s.  from  the  manor  belonging  to  the  prior  of 
Taunton,  and  to  distinguish  it  from  another  manor  in  the  same 
parish  called  Ash-Herbert's. — Dugdale*9  Baronage^  vol.  i.  p.  33. 
^^oUins^s  Peerage^  by  BrydgeSy  toI.  Tii,  p.  40. — Collinson^s 
Hist,  of  Somerset^  vol.  ii.  p.  497. 

■  The  family  of  Brito  (sometimes  called  BretJ  had  their  resi- 
dence at  Sandford,  a  village  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Watchet, 
since  called  from  them  Sandford-Bret.  In  the  reign  of  king  Henry 
I.  the  manor  of  Sandford  was  held  by  Simon  Bret,  of  the  honour 
of  Dunster,  by  the  service  of  half  a  knight's  fee.  This  Simon  had 
two  sons,  Richard,  who  was  called  BriiOj  and  Edmund,  who, 
from  this  village,  took  the  local  name  de  Sandford,  *^ 

Richard,  the  elder  son,  being  one  of  the  principals  concerned 
in  the  murder  of  archbishop  Becket,  Maud  his  daughter,  formerly 
the  wife  of  one  Gerard,  but  then  married  to  Robert  do  OuTre, 
became  in  consequence  a  great  benefactress  to  the  priory  of  Wood. 
*pripg|  at  that  time  founded  by  Robert  de  Courteuay  to  the  bonoar 
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^  Baldwiu  de  Combe'  the  manor  of  More,  and  8ix< 

'[  teen  acres  of  land. 

Geoffrey  Foliot  a  virgate  and  a  half  of  land  in  tin 
manor  of  Stanton. 
/  Osbert  and  Geoffrey  de  Hidon  the  manor  of  Mid 

I  dleton  ;  and 

t  Hugh  de  Flory  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Hester 

f  combe. 

Besides  these  donations,   William   of  Wykehas 
¥  bequeathed  to  the  prior  and  convent  of  Taunton  on 

I  ^  hundred  marks  to  pray  for  his  soul.*     And  Jaspe 

Tudor,  earl  of  Bedford  and  Pembroke,  half-brothe 
of  king  Henry  the  sixth,  gave  orders  by  his  will  tba 
his  body  should  be  buried  in  this  monastery,  and  tbi 
a  monument,  suitable  to  his  rank,  should  be  erecte 
over  it ;  bequeathing  forty  pounds  per  annum,  out  c 
his  lands,  for  four  priests  to  sing  perpetually  for  tb 
weal  of  his  soul.     He  died  in  1497.^ 

•f  the  said  St.  Thomas  of  Canterbury,  gifing  thereto  seyeral  parcc 
•f  land  in  Sandford,  Bicknoller,  and  other  places. 

The  surname  of  Brtlo  was  assumed  by  several  of  the  leaden 
the  Conqueror*8  army,  who  came  oyer  in  the  retinue  of  the  earl 
Britany,  to  denote  the  country  of  which  they  were  natives.     ] 
Domesday. Book  many  persons  of  this  name  are  mentioned,  i 
Alured  Brito,  Joscelin  Brito,  Magnus  Brito,  Ogerius  Brito,  Ra 
aald  Brito,  Tihel  Brito,  and  Waldin  Brito. 

'  This  Baldwin  de  Combe  was  the  owner  of,  and  resided 
Combe,  now  Combe-Flory.  He  was  succeeded  by  Hugh  de  Flor 
and  he  by  Ranulph  de  Flory,  from  whom  the  village  of  Com! 
rtceived  its  additional  denomination. 

•  Lowth's  Life  of  William  of  Wykeham,  p.  294.     T. 

'  Locke's  MSS.— Collinson  (Hist,  of  Somerset,  yoI.  iii.  p.  2Sfl 
••7i>  ^<  It  has  been  asserted  that  the  earl  of  Pembroke  ordered  1 
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The  priory  of  Taunton  had,  in  1293,  lands  inThorne 
(now  Thorne-Falcon,)  valued,  in  pope  Nicholas's 
taxation,  at  fifteen  shillings  per  annum  ;  in  Preston, 
near  Mil  verton,  ten  shillings ;  Ash-Priors,  one  hundred  y 

shillings ;  Ninehead,  twenty-five  shillings ;  West-  %l^^^^^^ 
Monkton,  ten  shillings ;  Lydeard-Saint-Lawrence,  i/luh^^'^^ 
twenty  shillings  ;  North- Petherton,  twenty  shillings  ; 
Bridgwater,  ten  shillings  ;  Spaxton,  thirteen  shillings 
and  four-pence ;  Stringston,  nine  shillings ;  Halsewell, 
ten  shillings ;  Dulverton,  twenty-six  shillings ;  Stoke, 
thirty  shillings.  Lands  in  Thurloxton  were  appro- 
priated to  the  pitancier  of  the  priory/ 

*  The  canons  of  this  order  wore  their  beards  j  their 
habit  was  a  black  cassock,  over  which  was  a  white 
rochet,  with  a  black  cloak  and  hood,  and  a  cap  on 
the  head. 

In  1339  there  were  twenty-five  canons  belonging 
to  this  foundation.* 

•  In  1397,  the  prior  of  Taunton  lent  fifty  marks  to 
king  Richard  the  second.' 

bod/  to  be  buried  in  (his  priory  ;  but  Keynsham  was  ia  reality  the 
monastery  wherein  he  appointed  his  interment,  and  where  his 
remains  were  accordingly  deposited." 

'  From  the  archives  of  the  cathedral  church  of  Wells,  commn. 
Bleated  by  the  Re?.  J.  Collinson.     T. 

In  the  4th  of  Edward  III.  the  prior  of  Taunton  held  the  manor 
ef  Thurloxton  of  John  de  Mohun,  of  Dunster,  by  the  service  of 
one  knight's  fee. — /n^.  ^yosi  mort.  J  oh,  de  Mohurty  4  Edw,  111. 
•^^olUnsona  iJist.  of  Somerset,  vol.  ii.  p.  14. 

•  From  the  archives  of  the  cathedral  of  Wells,  communicated  by 
the  Rev.  J.  CoIIinson.     T. 

'  De  obligationibus,  super  mutuo  regi  facto,  21  Ric.  II.  Prior 
de  Taunton,  de  quinquaginta  marcis» — Rymer^  FcBdcra^  torn.  riii. 
fo.  n. 


80  HISTORY  OP  TAUNTON. 

*  In  1444,  the  revenues  of  this  priory  were  valaed 
at  one  hundred  and  forty-six  pounds,  thirteen  shillings, 
and  four-pence. 

*  The  successive  bishops  of  Winchester  were  patrons 
of  this  priory,  and  the  priors  were  summoned  to  the 
convocation.  Dr.  Hutton,  on  the  authority  of  the 
Wells  registers,  states  that  in  the  year  1317,  Sir 
Robert  Fitzpaine,  knight,  was  the  patron  of  this 
monastery. 

In  the  24th  year  of  Henry  VIII.  a  small  monastery 
or  priory  of  canons  regular  of  St.  Augustine,  at 
Stavordale,  in  this  county,  was  united  to  the  monastery 
of  Taunton. 

'  The  priory  of  Stavordale  is  situate  about  three  miles  from  Win. 
canton,  and  was  founded  in  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  by  Richard 
LoTel,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Wincanton,  for  canons  of  the  order  of 
St.  Augustine,  and  the  regulation  of  St.  Victor.  This  priory  was 
dedicated  to  St.  James,  and  endowed  with  lands  in  Wincanton^ 
Prestley,  Rackington,  Eastrcpc,  Cuttlesham,  Thorn.Coffin,  and 
other  places  in  this  county,  and  in  Buckham- Weston^  in  the 
county  of  Dorset. 

<  In  the  24th  of  Edward  III.   1349,  it  was  found  that  it  would 

not  be  to  the  king's  damage  to  grant  licence  to  Sir  Richard  Lorel, 

knt.   to  grant  to  the  prior  and  coufent  of  Stavordale  a  messuage, 

mill,  two  carucates  of  arable  land,  twelve  acres  of  meadow,  twelve 

Acres  of  pasture,  ten  acres  of  wood,  and  the  rent  of  one  pound  of 

pepper,   with  appurtenances  in  Prestley,  to  find  a  chaplain  to  say 

divine  service,   every  day,  in  the  priory  church  of  Stavordale,  for 

the  good  estate  of  the  said  Richard  while  living,   and  for  his  soul 

ftfter  his  decease  ;  and  for  the  souls  of  his  father  and  mother^  and 

til  his  ancestors,   and  all  the  faithful  deceased. 

The  priors  of  this  house  were, 
Robert,  1263. 

Robert  de  Charleton,  died  in  February,  1309. 

Waiter  de  BtoQc^  migQ«d  Avgiut  ISth,  1332. 
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William  de  Nimesfeld  was  confirmed  August  ^gth,  1322.  lie 
died  Iq  1333;  and,  after  his  death,  Richard  Lovel,  lord  of  Castle* 
Carjy  and  piitron  of  the  priory,  gave  licence  to  the  canons  to  elect 
a  prior.     They  accordingly  elected 

Henry  de  Nimesfcld,  July  2lst,  1333. 

John  Pense,  Oct.  20th,  1418.     He  died  in  October,  1440. 

William  Pointington,  November  5th,  1440. 

Andrew  Grey,  September  22d,  1502. 

John  Legge,  Sept.  15th,  1508.     He  resigned  in  1513. 

Richard  Crne,  canon  of  Brew  ton,  August  1 1th,  1513.  He 
was  prior  in  1533,  when  this  convent  was  united  to  the  priory  of 
Tannton. 

^  The  old  church,  which  sometime  serred  for  the  conventual  one, 
was  esteemed  to  be  the  mother  church  to  Wincanton.  This  falling 
into  ruins,  a  new  one  was  built  by  Sir  John  Stourton,  knt.  and 
consecrated  June  4th,  1443. 

<  In  the  year  1409,  Ela,  the  widow  of  Sir  Richard  de  St.  Manr, 
the  elder,  by  her  will,  directed  that  her  body  should  be  buried  in 
the  new  chapel  of  this  priory,  neit  to  the  grave  dt  the  said  Sir 
Richard  de  St.  Maur,  her  husband.  There  were  also  buried  ia 
this  church,  Nicholas  and  John  de  St.  Maur,  and  many  of  the 
family  of  the  Z ouches,  one  of  whom  founded  a  chantry  here,  the 
last  incumbent  of  which,  Robert  Gulne,  received  in  1553  a  pansion 
of  five  pounds. 

<  This  priory  is  now  converted  into  a  farm-house  and  bam.  Near 
the  east  end,  at  the  springing  of  some  arches,  are  armorial  shields, 
bearing  as  follows ;  1st,  ten  bezants,  a  canton  ermine j  Zouch, 
impaling  quarterly,  first  and  fourth,  two  cheyrons,  guiesj  St.  Manr ; 
second  and  third,  a  lion  rampant.  Level ;  2d,  Zouch,  singly  ;  3d, 
Zouch,  impaling  a  cross  moline. 

<  The  cross  beams  of  the  ceilings  of  the  chambers  are  roughly 
carved  at  the  intersections  with  foliage  and  other  ornaments.  In 
the  barn,  which  was  the  chapel  of  the  priory,  are  two  good  gothic 
arches,  one  twenty,  the  other  thirty«five  feet  high  ;  the  timber  work 
of  the  roof  and  cross  beams  carved.  In  the  wall  of  the  portal  is  a 
bason  for  holy  watery  and  on  the  top  a  small  turret  with 
one  bell. 

G 
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Soon  after  the  union  of  this  religious  house  with 
the  priory  of  Taunton,  the  storm  broke  out  which 
involved  all  the  religious  houses  in  one  ruin.'  That 
in  this  town  shared  the  common  fate.  In  the  26th  of 
Henry  VIII.  a  commission  was  g-raotedto  John  Clerk, 
1)i$hop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  sir  William  Stourton, 
:knigbt,  Hugh  Powlet,  William  Poftman,  and  Roger 
Kynsey,  to  take  the  vidue  of  the  lands  beloogiug  to 
this  mMMoAery.  They  repcntod  the  dear  annual  value 
to  be,  according  to  Dugdale,  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
six  pounds,  eight  shillings  and  ten-pence ;  but  accord- 
ing to  Speed,  four  hundred  and  thirty-eight  pounds, 
nine  shillings  and  ten-pence,  including  the  priory  of 
Stavordale,  recently  annexed  to  it* 

*  Leiand,  who  saw  this  priory  just  before  its  dissola* 
tion,  takes  notice  of  the  following  books  in  the  library 
of  the  canons,  namely  Chronicon  Ivonis,  Philaretus  de 
Pulsibua,  and  Theophilus  de  Urinis. 

'  The  destruction  of  these  religious  institutions,  it  may  be  euiljic 
eoQceiTcd,  brought  an  immenn  sum  into  the  coflElirs  of  the  king. 
The  set  annoal  incouio  of  ths  religiose  houses  ki  the  coua^  of 
Somerset  oniy^  was  seven  thousand  foin*  hundred  eightj-aefeii 
pouncb  eighteen  shilUnp  and  se?es^peBC«  faalLpennj.  This  estL. 
mate  may  be  supfiosed  to  be  mich  beneath  dm  €ulL  talua,  tot  the 
estates  were  let  on  low  terms,  the  dorgj  taking  fire  pounda  rent 
for  a  farm  worth  fifty  pounds  yearly.  A  vast  treasure  alia  arose 
from  the  gold,  silver,  precious  stones,  and  fumituse,  found  kk 
these  repositories  of  pioue  munifiGence.  The  bullion,  la  gold  aod 
sllrer,.  discovered  in  the  sitigleabbey  of  St.  Edmnndsbory,  amount* 
ed  to  fire  thousand  maLrkM,-^(even9*a  Htsioriaai  Jkaommi  tf  T^ates^ 
p.  W%  914. — Ada  RegiOj  vol.  iti.  p.  380* 

*  Bacon's  Liber  Regis. 
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^  At  the  caQODt  had  a  library,  it  may  be  presamed  that  they  had 
alio  a  scriptorium  or  wriiing.room,  attached  to  it,  where  their 
Buisic  and  missals,  the  works  of  the  fathers,  and  other  religious 
bookSy  the  latin  classics,  and  such  literary  works  as  they  could 
obtain  were  copied.  By  means  of  these  scriptoria^  the  monks,  par- 
ticularly the  benedictines,  compiled  and  preserted  the  first  annala 
of  Saxon  history,  without  which,  however  strange  and  rude  the 
cempositioo  of  some  of  lliem  may  appear  to  modern  readers,  this 
would  bate  now  been  a  land  of  darkness,  as  to  any  account  of 
wbat  had  passed  therein  during  former  ages. 

*  In  foreign  monasteries,  the  boys  and  novices  were  chiefly 
occupied  in  copying  music ;  but  the  missals  and  bibles  were  ordered 
to  be  written  by  monks  of  mature  age  and  discretion.  The  scrips 
tarium  of  St  Alban's  abbey  was  built  by  abbot  Paulin,  a  Norman, 
who  ordered  many  Tolnmes  to  be  written  there,  about  the  year 
1000.  Archbishop  Lanfranc  furnished  the  copies  to  be  transcribed. 
Estates  were  often  granted  for  the  support  of  the  scriptorium  ;  that 
at  St«  Edmundsbury  was  endowed  with  two  mills,  and  in  the  year 
1171,  the  tithes  of  a  rectory  were  appropriated  to  the  cathedral 
eoBfent  of  St.  Swithin  of  Winchester,  ad  libros  transcribendoSm 
Many  instances  of  this  species  of  benefaction  occur  from  the  tenth 
century.  Nigel  in  the  year  1160,  gave  the  monks  of  Ely,  two 
dinrches,  ad  libros  Jadendos. 

*  This  employment  of  copying  manuscripts  appears  to  have  been 
diligently  practised  at  Croylaiid  ;  for  Ingulphus  relates,  that  when 
the  library  of  that  conrent  was  burned  in  the  year  1091,  seven 
Imndred  Tolomes  were  consumed.  Fifty.eight  volumes  were  tran. 
scribed  at  Glastonbury,  during  the  government  of  one  abbot,  about 
the  year  1300.  And  in  the  library  of  this  monastery,  the  richest 
uk  Elngland,  there  were  in  the  year  1348,  upwards  of  four  hundred 
Tolames.  More  than  eighty  books  were  transcribed  for  St.  Alban's 
abbey,  by  Abbot  Whethamstede,  who  died  about  1400.  At  the 
f»andation  of  Winchester  college,  by  William  of  Wykeham,  about 
1393,  one  or  more  transcribers  were  hired  and  employed  by  the 
fonnder  to  make  books  for  the  library.  They  transcribed  and  took 
their  commons  within  the  college,  as  appears  by  computations  of 
expenses  on  their  account  yet  remaining. 

<  la  the  monastery  of  Ely^  the  precentor  or  chantor^  was  the 
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principal  Hbrariao,  and  had  within  his  office,  the  scripiortam^ 
where  writers  were  employed  in  transcribing  boolcs  for  the  library, 
«nd  missals  mnd  other  books  used  in  divine  ser? ice.  This  officer 
fnmislied  the  ▼ellum,  parchment,  paper,  ink,  colours,  gum,  and 
other  necessaries  for  limners,  used  in  illuminating  their  books ;  and 
leather,  and  other  implements  for  binding,  and  keeping  them 
in  xepasr. 

-^  Some  of  the  Roman  claasici  were  copied  in  the  English  mo. 
nasteries  at  a  very  early  period.     Henry,  a  benedictinc  monk  of 
H^de  abl>ey,  near  Wincheater,  transcribed  in  the  year  1178,  Te- 
rence,  Suetonius,  and  Clandian,  and  also  Boethius ;  of  these  he 
formed  one  Tolume,  illuminating  the  initials,  and  forming  the  brazen 
bosses  of  the  covers  with  his  own  hands ;  but  this  monk  had  more 
devotion  than  taste,  for  he  -exchanged  this  manuscript  a  few  years 
afterwards  for  tour  missals,  the  legend  of  St.  Christopher,  and  St. 
Gregory^s  ^^  Pastoral  Care,"  with  the  prior  of  the  neighbouring 
cathedral  convent.     Benedict,  abbot  of  Peterborough,  author  of -the 
Latin  Chronicle  of  king  Henry  the  second,  amongst  a  great  Tariety 
of  scholastic  and  theological  treatises,  transcribed  Seneca's  epistles 
and  tragedies,  Terence,  Martial,  and  Clandian,  to  which  may  be 
added  <<  Gesta  Alezandri,''  about  the  year  1180. 

<  In  a  catalogue  of  the  books  of  the  library  of  Glastonbury^  we 
find  Lify,  Sallust,  Seneca,  Tully  <<  de  Senectute"  and  <(  Amicttia," 
Virgil,  Persius,  and  Clandian,  in  the  year  1248.  Among  the 
royal  manuscripts  in  the  British  museum,  is  one  of  the  tweWe 
books  of  StatiuS^s  Thebaid,  supposed  to  have  been  written  in  the 
tenth  century,  which  once  belonged  to  the  cathedral  conTent  of 
Rochester.  And  another  of  Virgil's  Eneid,  written  in  the  thir- 
teenth, which  came  from  the  library  of  St.  Austin's,  Canterbury. 
— Wallingford^  abbot  of  St.  Alban^s,  gare  or  sold  from  the  library 
of  that  monastery  to  Richard  de  Bury,  bishop  of  Durham^  a  great 
collector  of  books,  Terence,  Virgil,  Quintilian,  and  Jerome 
against  Rnfinus,  together  with  thirty.two  other  rolnmes,  faliied 
at  fifty  pounds  of  silver. 

^  The  scarcity  of  parchment  undoubtedly  prevented  tiie  trnn* 
scription  of  many  other  books  in  the  writing.rooms  of  the  monas. 
teiies.  About  the  year  1120,  one  master  Hugh,  being  appointed 
by  the  content  of  Saint  Edmundsbury  in  Suffelk,  to  write  and 
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illnminate  ,%  grand  copy   of  the  bible  for  their  librarj,  coald 
proiCtire  no  parchment  for  this  purpose  in  England.     It  if  to  thi8> 
scarcity  of  parchment  that  vfe  ovre  the  loss  and  destmcUon  of  many 
Tftlaable  manuscripts  of  the  ancients,  which  otherwise  might  hare 
been  preserred.    The  Tenerable  fathers  who  employed  themselfet 
in  erasing  the  writing  of  some  of  the  best  works  of  the  most 
eminent  Greek  or  Latki  authors^  for  the  purpose  of  transcribing 
upon  the  obliterated  parchment  or  Tellum,  the  lives  of  saints  or 
legendary  tales,  possibly  mistook  these  lamentable  depredations  for 
works  of  piety.     The- ancient  fragment  of  the  ninety.first  book  bf 
Lify,  discofered  by  Mr.  Bums,  in  the  Vatican,  in  1772,  wiis 
found  to  be  much  defaced  in  this- respect  by  the  pioua  labours  o£ 
some  well-intentioned  monk. 

^  We  return  from  this  digression  to  the  thread  of  our  history  : — 

Ecton,  in  bis  Tliesaarus,  says  that  there  belonged 
-to  Taunton  priory  tlie  gift  of  the  impropriate  tithes  of 
the  following  nineteen  parishes;  that  is  to  say,  Tannton- 
Saint-Mory-Magdalen,  te  which  belonged  six  chapels 
of  ease,  namely,  Taun ton-Saint- James,  Ruishton, 
Trull,  Wilton^  Stoke-Saint-Mary,  and  Thurlbeer; 
Kingston,  with  CothelestoD,.a  chapel  of  ease;  Pitmin- 
ster,  with  Corfe,  a  chapel  of  ease;  Bishop's-Hull, 
Ninehead,  AiA-Priors,  Dulverton,  Withiel,  Otterford, 
.  Saint«Michaers-Chnrchr  and  Staplegrove,  which  last 
is  a  rectory,  divided  from  Taunton,  and  made  a 
separate  parish,  by  act  of  parliament,  in  1554/ 

*  The  prior  and  convent  had  the  presentation  to  the 
rectories  of  Combe-Flory,  Lydeard-Saint-Lawrence, 
Rnnningtbn,  and  Thurloxton. — They  had  also  the 
appropriate  rectories  of  the  following  vicarages  to 
which  they  presented,  namely,  Kingston,  Cotheleston,^ 
Ninehead,  Withiel.Flory,Pitminster,  Corfe,  Otterford,, 

Ash-Priors,  and  Saint  Mary  Magdalen  in  Taunton,. 

'  Locke's  MSS. 
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with  eight  chapels  belooging  to  it,  namelyy  Saint 
James  in  Taunton,  Bishop* s-HuU,  Ruishton,  Stoke- 
Saint-Mary,  Staplegrove,  Thurlbeer,  Trull,  and  Wil- 
ton.— The  rectories  of  the  before-mentioned  parishes 
were  entirely  appropriated  to  them. 

The  church  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  was,  originally, 
only  a  chapel  dependant  on  the  conventual  church. 
There  were  also  thi^e  other  chapels,  namely,  St 
Margaret's,  situate  at  the  bottom  of  Eastreach  5  St. 
Paul's,  in  the  west  part  of  the  town,  in  the  parish  of 
Bishop's- Hull,  the  house  now  occupied  by  Edward 
Coles,  esq. ;  and  St.  Leonard's,  in  the  north  end  of  the 
town,  in  the  parish  of  St.  James.' 

At  the  reformation  the  priory  was  possessed  of  cer- 
tain lands,  tenements,  gardens,  cottag^es,  and  burgages, 
with  their  appurtenances,  situate  without  the  gate  of 
Canon-street,  in  Middle-street,  and  St.  JamesV 
street,  in  the  several  parishes  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen 
(^as  well  within  as  without  the  borough)  and  St.  James 
in  Taunton,  and  West«-Monkton,  to  the  clear  yeariy 
vmlaeof  six  pounds,  nineteen  shillings,  and  seven-pence 
Jbaifpenny,  and  also  of  lands,  tenements,  gardens, 
cartilages,  cottages,  or  burgages,  situate  as  well  within 
as  without  the  said  gate  of  Canon-street,  Middle- 
•treet,  and  St.  James's-street,  in  the  said  parishes  of 
BL  Mary  Magdalen,  within  the  borough,  St.  James, 
and  West-Monkton,  to  the  clear  annual  value  of 
twenty-nine  pounds,  twelve  shillings,  and  four-pence^* 

'  Tanner's  Notitia  Mon.  and  Grant  of  the  Priory. 

*  From  the  deed,  being  the  original  grant  of  the  lands  belong^tl^ 
^  the  priory,  in  the  possession  of  William  Kinglake,  esq.  ct 
Taunton. 
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'  On  the  fifteenth  of  September,  1534,  William 
Willyaros,  prior;  William  Gregory,  sub-prior;  Aii- 
thooy  Whytt,  and  twelve  other  canons  acknowledged 
king  Henry  VIII.  as  supreme  head  of  the  churcK' 
And  on  the  twelfth  of  February,  1589,  WiUiam  Wil- 
lyams,  prior,  surrendered  the  house  to  the  king.* 

The  priory  of  Stavordale  and  ail  the  lands  belong-- 
ing  to  it,  were  granted  by  Henry  Y III.  in  the  thirty^ 
siicth  year  of  his  reign,  to  John,  earl  of  Oxford  The 
lands  at  Blagdon,  belonging  to  Taunton,  were  givea 
to  air  Thomas  Davey ,  knt.  one  of  the  gentlemen  of  the 
privy  chamber  to  Henry  YIII.  and  Taunton  priory,. 
under  the  name  of  Tannton  miper  prioratus,  with  sun- 
dry other  lands,  by  a  grant,  which  passed  the  great 
aeal  the  fifth  day  of  March,  in  the  thirty-sixth  year  of 
Henry  the  eighth,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  four 

'  Rjmer — Fcedera,  Iom.  xit. /o.  604. 

*  Surrender  of  Taunion  priory^ 

Omnibiis  Christi  fidelibas  ad  qaog  praMens  scriptimi  perTenerft 
WiUicimus  iViUyamsy  prior  nonasterii  sire  prioratss  beatonm 
Petri  et  Panli  apostoloram  de  TaoatoB  in  com.  Somen.  OrA. 
Dis  Sancti  AngastiDi,  ct  ejusdem  loei  eowoentut  salatem,  &c 

NoTeritis  nos^  &c 

lo  cojus  rei  tcslimoiiiiun  not  prefati  prior  et  conTontus  sigtllum 
Bostnun  commane  presentibns  apponi  fecimus. 

Dal.  in  domo  noitra  capitnlari  de  1* aunton  praedicta  daodecimo- 
del  mensif  Febfiuirii,  anna  regnt  Regit  Henrici  tapradicti 
tricetimo. 

Et  memorandum  ^od  die  et  anno  predictit  tenerunt  pra^ott 
|lrioj  et  GonTentat  in  domo  tua  capitnlari  apnd  Taunton,  coram 
Johmne  Tregonwell  virtute  commitsionit  dicti  domini  Rigit 
iriilode  diiectv*,  et  recognoTernnt  scriptum  predictum  ac  omnia  et 
tisfaja  ID  eodem  conteota  in  f oma  jfirmdicti^,F^R]fmer^F(9derm, 
i^m*  JUT.  /»•  C9(^, 
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hundred  and  twenty-nine  pounds,  fifteen  shiUings,  and 
ten  pence,  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  chamber  of 
surveyors-general  of  the  king^s  lands,  andthe  sum  of 
eight  hundred  and  seven  pounds,  sixteen  shillings,  and 
eight-pence,  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  Court  of  Aug- 
mentations of  the  revenues  of  the  crown,  was  given  to 
William  Chapleyn'  and  John  Selwood,  to  be  holden 
in  free  soccage,  and  not  in  capite,  by  fealty  only,  in 
lieu  of  all  services,  like  the  manor  of  Cansford,  in  the 
county  of  Dorset.* 

'  Among  the  records  called  ^<  Originalia  et  Memonnda,''  o« 
the  lord  treasurer's  remembraocer's  side  of  the  exchequer,  there  is 
the  following. — ^^Willielmo  Chaplaine,  and  Jo.  Selwood  fliaiierluii 
de  Pj worthy  et  alia  4 pars  original.  Anno  36  Henrici  octavi^  RotidR 
93—1545.  * 

In  this  record,  mention  is  made  of  some  houses  in  Taimtoiij  hoods 
in  Monk  ton  and  elsewhere,  part  of  the  possessions  of  Tauotoa 
priory,  granted  to  Chaplaine  and  Selwood. 

*  The  same  conyeyance  included  also  the  grant  of  the  manor  of 
Pyeworthy,  in  the  county  of  De? on,  together  with  the  adTOWSon 
of  the  rectory  of  Pyeworthy,  late  the  property  of  Margaret, 
countess  of  Salisbury,  attainted  of  high  treason  ;  of  the  manor  of 
Wraogton  in  the  said  county,  late  the  property  of  the  priory  of 
Plymptoii ;  of  the  manor  and  rectory  of  Bucklngton,  late  the 
property  of  the  abbey  of  Hartland ;  of  the  manor  of  Westcombe- 
land,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  late  the  property  of  the  hospital 
of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  in  England ;  and  of  a  messuage  and 
tenement,  called  Guyrt-grange,  in  the  parish  of  Kyllynyock, 
in  the  county  of  Anglesea,  late  the  property  of  the  monastery  of 
Conway.  The  clear  yearly  Talue  of  these  lands  stood  thus,  namely^ 
of  Pyeworthy,  nineteen  pounds  eighteen  shillings  and  eleven-penee 
lialf.penny  ;  of  Wrangton,  six  pounds  fifteen  shillings  and  six.pcnee 
half. penny  ;  of  Buckington,  seven  pounds ;  of  Westcombelaofl^ 
eight  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and  siz.pence,  and  of  Guytt-gnrnge^ 
fifty  shillings.    The  manor  of  Pyeworthy  was  to  be  bold  in  capites 
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*  The  manor  oi  Taunton  nuper  priorattj»^  now  com- 
monly called  **  Chapleyn*8  Holt,"  from  the  name  of 
the  first  grantee  of  the  crown,  comprizes  nearly  all  the 
houses  in  the  town-side  of  St.  James's  parish,  and 
divers  lands  in  the  parishes  of  West-Monkton,  and 
St.  Mary  Magdalen  in  Taunton.  It  passed  from 
Chapleyn  to  the  families  of  Sweeting,  and  Rogers  j 
and  the  manor  now  belongs  to  Williani^  Kinglake^  of 
Taunton,  esq. 

'  In  the  thirty-sixth  of  Henry  Yill.  1545,  the  site 
of  this  priory,  with  its  appurtenances,  and  lands  in 
Tannttm,  Bishop's-Hull,  Staplegrove,  Ruishton, 
Trull,  Corfe,  Pitminster,  Hill-Farrance,  Nortmi, 
Kingston,  and  Cheddon,  was  granted  to  sir  Francis 
Brian  and  Matthew  Colthorst,  and  the  heirs  of  the 
said  Matthew,  to  be  held  of  the  king  in  chief,  by  the 
service  of  the  twentieth  part  of  a  knight's  fee." 

'  The  site  of  the  priory,  with  the  adjoining  farm 
was  sold  by  Colthnrst,  in  1550,  to  Thomas  More,  esq/ 

by  the  serfice  of  the  twentieth  part  of  a  knight's  fee;  and  the 
annual  sum  of  thirteen  shillings  and  seren-pence,  was  to .  be  paid 
for  tenths,  to  the  Court  of  Augmentations,  for  the  manor  of 
Wrangton ;  fourteen  shillings  for  Buckington  ;  serenteen  shillings 
and  four,  pence  for  Westcombeland ;  and  five  shillings  for  Gnyrt. 
grange. — From  ike  deed  btfore  quoted  in  the  possession  of  WiUiam 
'  Kinghtkej  esq.    T. 

'  Among  the  records  called  ^  Originalia  et  Memoranda,"  in  the 
Court  of  Eichequer,  there  is — Francesco  Brian,  Militi,  et  Mattheo 
Colthnrst,  situs  prioratus  de  Taunton,  et  alia  concessa  in  comitain 
Somerset,  6  pars  original.  Anno  36  Henrici,  octavi,  Rotulo  U^ 
1546. 

*  In  the  rolls  office  there  is  the  licence  of  alienation^  from  Colt, 
burst  to  More^  of  the  sits  of  Tsuntos  Prioiy^  ftc.-Fktt.  M  Edw.  VL 
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and  it  dencended  maternally  to  the  family  of  Bickham, 
of  whom  it  was  purchased  about  17. .  I>y  Philip  Win- 
tcTf  esq.  the  uncle  of  the  present  proprietor,  JobD 
Winter,  esq.  of  Bishop's-Lydeard. 

Justice  and  policy  seemed  to  require  that  some 
proportion,  at  leasty  of  the  riches,  which  bad  been  tbos 
wrested  from  the  public  and  religious  uses,  should  be 
applied  agaio  to  some  purposes  of  general  utility  and 
piety.  Henry  Vlll.  accordingly  endowed  some  oew 
seeSf  aud  provided  others  with  suffragan  bishops.  But 
notwithstanding  these  and  some  other  provisions  made 
for  foundations  consecrated  to  religion,  or  devoted  to 
Uterature,  the  royal  coffers  were  enriched  by  sales  nd 
grants  of  the  estates  belonging  to  monasteries*  Th^fe 
alienations  were  made  for  sums  much  below  the  rnd 
value  of  the  lands ;  and  the  opportunity  of  midoog 
very  advantageous  purchasea  more  easily  recoBciled 
the  people  to  the  violation  of  what  had  before  been 
dMmed  aacred  property." 

'  The  alieoadons  of  mooasteries  do  sot  sppear  to  bare  bsm 
SMde  by  any  regular  principles ;  but  to  haTe  dapeodod  oa  tba  pis- 
lent  humour  of  a  capricions  fciog,  who  tometioieg  ezchaog^  ti^ 
sbb^  lands  for  other  laodB  iaferior  io  quality  and  cultivaiiois ; 
fonetimsB  staked  them  at  play ;  and  at  other  times  gave  them  away, 
wilhont  thought,  or  as  a  reward  for  the  most  triTial  serr ice.  He 
transferred  a  religious  house  of  some  yalue,  to  a  woman,  booaipo 
ike  had  presented  him  with  a  dish  of  paddingf^  that  pleased  his 
palate ;  one  gtotlemaa  obtained  a  grant  of  a  priory,  without  |ta 
Mof  kaowPy  at  the  time,  on  one  side  what  was  soiicitedf  or  on 
the  other  side  what  wes  granted.  He  was  tbc  sou  of  sir  Phii|p 
Champernon,  of  Modbury,  in  Devon,  and  resided  at  court*  On 
a  day  wheo  two  or  three  other  gentlemea,  who  had  posts  at  conrt^ 
wora  waitiaa  ^  9l  iooxy  through  which  the  lung  wes  to  pMSf  vHh 
a  petition,  vequesting  the  grant  of  certain  abbey  lands^  specjM  |a 
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*  The  king  to  indaoe  the  secular  clergy  to  coun^ 
tenance  his  sacrilegious  rapacity,  made  great  pro* 
nites  of  the  spoils,  and  especially  that  the  first  fruits 
•ad  tenths  which  previously  to  the  reformatioD 
were  paid  to  the  pope,  should  be  wholly  abolidied, 
and  they  were  abolished  accordingly,  but  as  soon  as 
Jie  had  accomplished  his  purpose^  be  revived  the 
£rst  fruits  and  tenths,  and  appropriated  them  to  the 
augmentation  of  the  royal  revenue.  The  clergy  there- 
fore, as  a  body,  received  no  advantage  from  the  refor- 
mation, and  their  establishment  was  certainly  at  least 
on  as  firm  a  basis  before,  as  it  has  been  since,  that 
measure.  Indeed  the  clergy  soon  discovered  the 
danger  to  which  the  reformation  had  exposed  them. 
Kew  Hects  sprung  up  controverting  the  doctrines  and 
discipline  of  the  reformed  church,  and  assailing  epis- 
copacy itself.  The  clergy  would  have  gladly  returned 
to  the  authority,  which  restrained  such  alarming 
innovations,  but  the  possessions  of  the  religious  houses 

i^  Mr.  CbampernoD  met  with  them,  and  was  iof  aititifs  to  know 
Aeir  suit,  which  they  wei^  as  carefal  to  preterre  a  secret;  The 
king,  making  his  appearance,  they  fell  on  their  knees,  and  pre. 
seated  their  petition.  Mr.  Champernon,  confident  that  courtiers 
would  not  beg  any  thing  hurtful  to  themselres,  joined  them  In  the 
suit ;  which  was  immediately  granted.  They  returned  thanks,  and 
so  did  Mr.  Champernon.  lie  afterwards  demanded  bis  share  in  flie 
frant ;  which  the  otliers  refused.  On  this  he  made  his  appeal  to 
Ike  king,  who  established  his  claim  by  ^vowing  an  equal  meaning 
in  his  largesse.  On  this  decision  the  other  gentlemen  granted  him 
the  priory  of  St.  Germaiirs,  in  Cornwall,  Talued  at  two  hundred 
and  forty  .three  pounds  eight  shillings,  yearly  rent;  whicfa^  byUa^ 
or  his  heirs^  was  afterwards  fold  to  Mr.  Ettot.«»fWffir*^  Ckmth 
Ukiarji  0/  Brii^y  book  ?!•  p.  9Vt. 
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then  in  the  hands  of  the  leading  men  of  the  times 
rendered  their  frequent  attempts  ineffectual. 

'  The  possessions  of  the  dissolved  monasteries  waw 
an  incumbrance  to  the  crown  for  many  years.  Tha 
cautious  would  not  purchase  on  any  terms,  from  a 
persuasion  that  they  would  be  soon  restore,  and  the 
moral  and  truly  religious  would  not  accept  a  gratuitous 
grant  of  them.  The  king  therefore  sold  them  for  a 
mere  trifle,  or  lavished  them  on  his  courtiers,  his 
favourites,  and  even  on  his  menials.  The  founder  cxf 
the  house  of  Bedford  was  in  obscurity  until  Uiis  period. 
He  obtained  a  grant  of  the  monastery  of  Tavistock, 
with  all  its  possessions,  and  of  Wobum,  and  odmr 
immense  estates ;  and  many  of  the  gentry  of  Englandr 
who  pride  themselves  on  their  ancestry ,  owe  the  ori|pii 
oftheir  great  estates  to  these  sacrilegious  times* 

PRIORS  OF  TAUNTON. 

'  The  names  of  the  priors  of  Tauntoa  thai  have 
occurred  are  as  under : — 

Stephen,  1175,  1189. 

John,  1313. 

Stephen  de  Pycoteston  succeeded  about  1315.  Ifyr 
died  in  1325. 

Richard  de  Colmstoke,  elected  1325. 

Ralph  de  Colmstoke,  1331.  He  resigned  Marcji 
32d,  1338. 

Robert  de  Messingham  was  elected  April  19th, 
1339.  There  were  then  twenty-four  canons  present 
in  the  convent. 

Thomas  Cok,  or  le  Cock,  April  8th,  1346. 

Thomas  de  Pederton,  died  1361.  ^ 

Walter  de  Gretley,  elected  136L  v 
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Walter  Coke,  died  January,  1407. 

Robert  Newton  succeeded  January  18tb,  1407. 
He  died  August  12th,  1431. 

Thomas  Ufcolm  was  elected  September  14ih,  1431. 
Fourteen  canons  were  then  in  the  convent. 

Thomas  Bennet,  prior  of  this  house,  was,  in  1438, 
summoned  to  the  council  of  Florence. 

Richard  Glene,  elected  in  1448;  was  summoned  to 
th^  convocation,  in  1449«  He  died  January  31st,  1473. 

John  Ayshent,  succeeded  February  28th,  1473. 
fifteen  canons  were  then  in  the  house. 

John  Prowse,  occurs  1402.     He  resigned  in  1513. 

Nicholas  Peper  was  elected  February  23d,  1513, 
li^ben  tbirteep  canons  were  present,  and  three  absent. 
He  died  September  26th,  1523. 

William  York,  B.  D.  canon  of  Brewton,  was 
nominated  by  Cardinal  Wolsey,  October  27th,  1523. 
Twelve  canons  were  then  present,  and  one  absent. 

William  Williams  was  the  last  prior,  and  with 
twelve  canons  surrendered  the  priory  to  the  king, 
February  lOtb,  J  539,  being  allowed  a  pension  of  sixty 
pounds  per  annum,  and  a  gratuity  of  thirty  pounds. 


*  In  1553  there  remained  in  charge  six  pounds,  thir- 
teen shillings,  and  four-pence,  in  fees,  and  thirty-nine 
pounds,  six  shillings,  and  eight-pence,  in  annuities ; 
and  the  following  pensions,  namely. 

To  William  Bay  lie,  six  pounds,  thirteen  shillings, 
and  four-pence. 

Nicholas  Besam,  six  pounds. 

John  Warren,  five  pounds,  six  shillings,  and  eight- 
pence. 
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John  Hay  ward,  five  pounds^  tax  shiUingt^  -  and 
eight-'pence. 

John  Cockerham,  five  poundif  nx  shillbg^  aad" 
eigiit'pence. 

William  Pereons,  five  poimda,  ^m%  shillii^,  and 
eigtit'pence. 

And  to  William  Biynsmede,  five  poondflv  six  Ail- 
lingv,  and  eight-pence. 


*  An  annuity  of  <£— — -  is  yet  paid  by  the  tfnvm 
to  the  parish  of  Taunton-Saint^ames,  and  was  ao 
doubt  intended  as  a  provision  for  the  poor  that  were 
subsisted  at  the  gates  of  the  monastery,  wbers  reiA' 
distress  was  sure  of  relief,  chari^  bekif^  the  miia 
principle  of  these  pious  institutions. 
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^  OBNKALOGICAI.  ACCOUNT   OF  THE  fAWLLX  OW 
MORS,  OF  THE  PRIORT  IN  TAUNTON. 

In  the  jesLT  1660,  Matthew  Colthurst,  to  whom 
king  Henry  the-eighdi  g^nted  the  Priory  of  Taunton, 
8cc.  sold  the  same  to  Thomas  More,  esq.  descended 
from  the  family  of  More  of  Bagborongh.  Mr.  More 
resided  in  a  house  called  the  Priory,  in  Taunton,  where 
fae  died  in  the  year  1576,  and  was  buried  in  the 
church  of  Saint  Mary  Magdalen,  on  the  south- 
side  of  the  communion-table,  where  there  is  a  table 
monument  erected  to  his  memory,  with  many  coats 
of  arms,  and  the  following  inscription  :-^<<  Thomas 
More,  of  the  Pryory  of  Taunton,  esquyer,  hear  lying, 
departed  this  lyfe  the  28th  day  of  March,  anne 
d*nr,  1576,  and  had  two  wyfes,  by  the  first  he  left 
lyring  Robert,  Gefrey,  Francis,  Johan,  by  the  second 
Jesper  and  Florence,  and  blest  them  all/' 

His  first  wife  was  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John 
Constable,  by  whom  he  had 

I .    Robert  More,  of  Hawkchurch,  in  the  county  of 

Dorset,  esq.  who  married  the  daughter  of Bond,  of 

Purbeck,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  and  died  without  issue. 

2»    Geoffrey  More,  died  without  issue. 

3.  Francis  More,  of  the  Priory  in  Taunton,  mar- 
ried Grace,  daughter  of  John  St.  Albyn  of  Alfoxton, 
in  the  county  of  Somerset,  esq.  by  whom  he  had  two 
sons,  Francis,  who  died  in  the  lifetime  of  his  father, 
and  Thomas,  of  whom  presently. 

Thomas  More,  esq,  first  mentioned,  married  to  his 
second  wife  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  Stukeley, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
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1.  Sir  Jasper  More,  of  Heytesbury,  in  the  county 
of  Wilts,  knt.  high  sheriff  of  that  county  the  twenty- 
fifth  and  forty-fifth  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  first  of  James. 
He  married  Catharine,  daughter  of  sir  Thopias  Padc- 
ington,  of  Aylesbury,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham^ 
and  died  without  issue,  leaving  Thomas,  second  son 
of  his  half-brother  Francis,  his  heir. 

2.  Florence  More,  daughter,  married  first  Edward 
Courtenay,  son  and  heir  of  sir  Pierce  Courtenay,  knt. 
and  secondly,  Humphrey  Watson,  of  Bovey,  esq.       ^ 

We  now  come  to  Thomas  More,  esq.  second  son  of 
Francis  More,  of  the  Priory  in  Taunton,  esq.  and 
Grace  St.  Albyn,  his  wife.  He  was  heir  to  his  father, 
and  his  uncles,  Robert  More,  of  Hawkchurch,  esq. 
Geofirey  More,  and  sir  Jasper  More,  knt. — and  served 
the  office  of  high  sherifi^  of  the  county  of  Wilts,  in 
the  thirteenth  of  James  the  first.  He  died  in  1623, 
and  was  buried  at  Heytesbury,  under  a  monument  in 
the  church  at  that  place,  with  the  effigies  of  himself 
and  his  wife. — He  married  Rachel,  daughter  of  sir 
John  Wyndham,  of  Orchard- Wyndham,  in  the  county 
of  Somerset,  knt.  by  whom  he  left  issue,  one  son, 

Thomas  More,  of  Hawkchurch,  in  the  county  of 
Dorset,  esq.  afterwards  of  Sparkgrove,  in  the  county  of 
Somerset.  He  married  Elizabeth,  eldest  daughter  of 
sir  John  Bampfylde,  of  Poltimore,  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  hart,  and  died  in  the  year  1605.  He  had  by 
this  lady,  one  son, 

1.  Thomas  More,  esq.  who  died  in  the  life*time  of 
his  father,  without  issue. 

And  five  daughters, 

2.  Bridget,  who  died  unmarriedr 
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3.  Grace^  eldest  daughter  and  co-heiress,  married 
ThomB.s  Coward,  esq.  recorder  of  Winchester,  ances- 
tor of  the  Cowards  of  Sparkgrove. 

4.  Rachel,  second  daughter  and  co-heiress,  mar- 
ried Hugh  Bickham,  esq.  in  her  right,  of  the  Priory, 
in  Taunton. 

5.  Gertrude,  third  daughter  and  co-heiress,  married 
Anthony  Methuen,  esq.  of  Bradford,  in  the  county 
of  Wilts,  ancestor  of  the  Methuens  of  Corsham,  in 
the  same  county. 

6.  Margaret,  fourth  daughter  and  co-heiress, 
married  Thomas  Wyndham,  esq.  ancestor  of  the 
Wyndhams  of  Yately,  in  Hampshire. 

Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  More,  in  1695,  his  estates 
were  divided  amongst  his  four  daughters  and  co- 
heiresses as  under. — 

To  Mrs.  Coward,  the  mansion  house  and  demesnes 
of  Sparkgrove,  and  his  estates  in  Westcombe  and 
Badcombe,  in  the  county  of  Somerset ;  the  manor  of 
Tarrant-Hinton,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  with  the 
perpetual  advowson  of  the  rectory  of  that  place. 

To  Mrs.  Bickham,''the  Priory  of  Taunton,  with  the 
manors  and  demesnes  thereto  belonging;  also  the 
manor  of  Ash-Priors,  near  Taunton.  This  property 
was  sold  about  fifty  years  ago. 

To  Mrs.  Methuen,  the  manors  of  Cheddon-Fitz- 
paine,  near  Taunton,  and  Withey,  near  Huntspill. 

To  Mrs.  Wyndham,  the  manor  of  Hawkchurch  and 
Wild-Court,  in  the  county  of  Dorset^  with  the  perpe- 
tual advowson  of  Hawkchurch. 


» 
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CARMfilLlTSS. 

Tkere  appears  to  have  been  a  saiall  boose  of  WUta 
mr  Carmeltte  Friars  here,  founded  ia  1322,  by  Walter 
^  Meriet,  lord  of  the  manor  of  Combe-IWy.  The 
i|^  of  this  monastery  is  ia  that  part  of  the  parish  of 
JBishopVHuU,  which  adjoins  Taunton. 

So  lately  as  the  iast  century  the  old  house  which 
i»tood  on  this  spot,  which  htis  been  rebuilt  and  is  bow 
the  residence  of  Edward  Ck^,  es%.  was  known  by 
the  name  of  Paulas  Abbey.  The  field  i&  front,  and  Out 
tiridge  behind,  called  st  <liis  day,  FauFsField  and  Paol's 
JBridge,  appear  to  have  been  denominated  from  iL 

The  only  notices  we  have  of  these  friars  are  in  the 
Patent  Rolls  and  in  T^sner^sNotitiaMonafltioa.  Tfaey 
are  n^  mentioned  in  Leland^s  Survey ;  therefese  it  is 
probable  the  house  had  been  suppressed,  or  dissolved 
kfSwe  the  general  dissolution  of  nsonasteriis.' 

Another  rdigious  foundation  adj<Hningf  to  Taunton, 
Imt  in  fact  in  the  parish  of  West-Monkton,  was  a 
Leper-House,  near  Saint-Margaret*s  chapel,  at  the 
htottom  of  East-reach.  This  hospital  was  founded 
lu  the  reign  of  king  Henry  III.  before  the  year  l:d09,*. 
for  the  maintenance  and  support  of  poor  lepers,  by 
Thomas  Lambrizt,  or  Lambright,  a  merchant  of 
Taunton,  whose  successors,  about  1280,  annexed  ih^iff 
advowson  thereof  to  the  abbey  of  Glastonbury. 


^  Pat.  15th  Edw.  III.  p.  2.   m.  44  Tel  45.-— Taooer'^ 
Manast.  preface,  p.  ItJ,  17.— CoUinson's  ftist.  of  Somerset,  tqI.  iiij, 
p.  236. 

*  Tradition  assigns  the  foundation  of  this  house  to  the^time  when 
St.  Mary  Magdalen's  church  wti4>ailt  in  Taunton. 
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'  The  only  notice  we  hare  of  this  hospital  is  in  Tan* 
tier's  Notitia  Monastica/  It  is  situate  jast  without  the 
tnmpikfe-gate  at  the  bottom  of  East-reacht  and  has 
long  been  converted  into  an  alms-house,  for  the  poor 
of  the  parish  of  West-Monkton. 

In  the  front  wall  of  this  alms-house  Uiere  is  a 
stone,  about  two  feet  four  inches,  by  one  foot  seven 
inches,  on  which  is  carved  a  shield,  surrounded  by 
a  mitre^  richly  ornamented  with  jewels,  as  are  also 
the  strings  hanging  from  it.  On  the  shield  are  the 
letters  R.  B.  in  a  cipher,  which  some  have  supposed 
to  be  a  date,  1133,  but  they  are  the  initiats  of  Richard 
Beere,  abbot  of  Glastonbury,  from  1403  to  1544/ 

SUFFRAGAN    BTSHOP    OF   TAUNTON. 

In  the  year  1535,  an  act  of  parliament'  was  passed 
setting  forth  that  certain  dioceses  in  England  required 
the  aid  of  assistant  or  suffragan  bishops,  who  were  to 
be,  in  the  words  of  the  act,  **  honest,  discreet,  spiritual 
perscNis,  learned  and  of  good  conversation."  The 
bishop  of  the  diocese  was  to  name  a  fit  and  proper 
person  as  his  suffragan,  who  was  to  be  approved  by 
the  king,  and  by  him  recommended  to  the  archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  for  consecration.  Taunton  is  among 
the  places^  appointed  for  the  sees  of  suffragan  bishops^ 

*  Tanner^s  Notitia  Monast.  by  Nasmith — Cartalariam  Glaston* 
lis.  Macro,   fo.  119}  b. — Collinson's    Hist,  of  Som.  toL  iih 

*  Gent.  Mag.  Oct.  1785,  p.  779. 

'  This  act  was  repealed  in  1553,  soon  after  the  accession  of 
queen  Mary,  bnt  was  rerifed  in  1559,  under  Elizabeth,  and  is  still 
in  force. 

*  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  se?eral  places  in  England, 
to  which  suffrage  bishops  were  appointed,  as  directed  by  the  act, 
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4md  in  the  year  1538,  William  Fincbey  prior  of 
£remar,  in  Wiltshire,  was  consecrated  bishop  of 
Taunton,'  to  act  as  suffragan  to  the  bishop  of  Bath 
Bnd  WeHs.^ 

namely,  atJDoo^r,  for  the  diocese  of  Canterbury;  at  Nottingham 
and  liuUj  for  that  of  York ;  at  Colchester j  for  London ;  at  Berm 
zcick'Upon'Tweedj  for  Durhamj  at  Guilford^  Southampton^  and 
the  Isle  of  Wight,  for  Winchester ;  at  Bedford^  Leicester,  Gran^ 
tham,  and  Huntingdon,  for  Lincoln ;  at  Thetford  and  Jpswichy 
for  Norwich ;  at  Shaftesbury,  Milton,  and  Marlborough,  for 
Salisbury;  at  Taunton,  for  Bath  and  WelU ;  at  Bridgnorth,  for 
Hereford;  at  Shrewsbury,  for  Lichfield  and  CoTentry;  at 
Cambridge,  for  Ely ;  at  St,  Germain^s,  for  Exeter ;  and  at 
Penrilh,  for  Carlisle.  These  were  to  be  the  sees  of  suffragan 
bishops,  and  no  more  suffragans  were  to  be  allowed  than  those 
above-mentioned, 

*  Barclay,  in  the  edition  of  his  ^^  Ship  of  Pools,^'  printed  hj 
Pyoson,  in  1509,  dedicates  that  work  to  Thomas  Cornish,  bishop 
of  Tine,  and  suffragan  bishop  of  Wells. 

*  This  was  John  Clerk,  D.  D.  and  master  of  the  rolls,  who 
succeeded  Cardinal  Wolsey  in  this  see,  in  1 523.  In  the  year  1527, 
-when  king  Henry  VIII.  wrote  against  Luther,  he  sent  a  copy 
of  his  tract  to  the  pope,  by  the  hands  of  Dr.  Clerk,  who,  on  the 
occasion,  delivered  an  elegant  oration  before  the  consistory  of  the 
cardinals.  Pope  Leo  was  so  well  pleased  with  the  present,  that  he 
rewarded  the  king's  zeal  with  the  title  of  "  Defender  of  the  Faith," 
which  title  the  kings  of  England  have  used  ever  since.  The  bishop 
was  afterwards  much  employed  in  embassies,  and  in  1 540  was  sen^ 
ambassador  to  the  duke  of  Cleves,  to  assign  the  reasons  of  the  kind's 
having  divorced  his  sister,  the  lady  Anne  of  Cleves.  This  embassy 
cost  him  his  life,  for  he  is  supposed  to  have  been  poisoned. 
Having,  with  great  difficulty,  reached  home,  he  died  in  February, 
1541,  and  was  interred  in  the  burial  ground  of  the  monastery,  called 
iheMinories,  in  London. — Godzcin's  Catalogue  of  Bishops,  p.  310, 
-^Richardson  De  Frmulibus  Anglic^  Commentarius,  p.  387.     T. 
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ARCHDEACONRY   OP    TAUNTON. 

In  the  ancient  history  of  Taunton  must  be  includeif 
its  establishment  into  an  archdeaconry.  Archdeacons^ 
in  their  original  institution^  had  no  relation  to  the 
diocese,  but  only  to  the  episcopal  see ;  and  no  juris- 
diction, either  in  the  cathedral  or  out  of  it,,  was  an- 
nexed  to  their  office.  But  when  bishops,  as  barons, 
were  obliged  to  give  a  more  frequent  attendance  upon^ 
the  kings,  in  their  great  councils^it  became  expedient 
to  invest  delegates  with  authority  for  the  government 
of  their  dioceses ;  and  it  was  natural  to  enlarge  the 
powers  of  those,  who  had  been  before  more  immedi^ 
ately  connected  witli  their  sees.  This  happened  soon 
after  the  Norman  conquest,  and  the  first  prelate,  wha 
instituted  an  archdeacon  in  his  diocese,  was  Lanfranc, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  about  the  year  1075/ 

The  first  appointment  of  this  kind  in  Taunton, 
appears  to  have  been  in  1106,  the  seventh  of  Henry  1. 
In  1293  it  was  rated  at  fifty  marks. 

*  The  archdeaconry  of  Taunton  comprizes  four  dean^ 
eries,  namely,  Bridgwater,  in  which  are  thiii;y*one 
parishes  ;  Crewkerne,  containing  fiftjr-five  ;  Duoster; 
forty-four ;  and  Taunton,  forty-six ;  making  together 
one  hundred  and  seventy-six  parishes. 

'  L.IST  OF  THE  ARCHDEACONS  OF  TAUNTON.* 

Robert  is  supposed  to  have  enjoyed  this  dignity  ia 
1106. 

Godfrey  was  archdeacon  in  this  diocese,  (^supposed 
of  Taunton,)  about  1185. 

»  Grey's  Ecclesiastical  Law,  p.  353,  355,  and  Jacob's  Law 
Dictionary.    T. 
^  From  Locke's  MSS.  and  Le  Not e's  Faiti  Eccleste  AngUcaimv 
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William  de  Wrotham,  1204.  He  died  3d  of 
Henry  III. 

He  was  the  ddest  son  of  William  de  Wrotham,  warden  of  ihm 
atannaries  ia  DeTonshire  and  Cora  wall,  and  forester  in  fee  of  tbe 
forest  of  North.Petherton  in  this  county.  He  was  engaged  in  many 
secular  employments.  In  the  0th  of  John  he  was,  together  with 
Ranald  de  Cornhull,  receirer  of  the  customs  of  all  the  merchaotf 
in  the  kingdom,  and  accounted  in  that  year  for  nearly  six  thousand 
pounds.  In  the  serenth  of  John  he  obtained  a  charter  for  a  mar- 
ket to  be  held  erery  Tuesday  at  the  manor  of  North-Gurry,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  church  of  Wells,  to  which  that  manor  appertained* 
In  the  8th  of  John  he  was  a  trustee  to  Geoffrey  Fits.Piers,  earl  of 
Essex,  upon  the  founding  of  the  hospital  of  Sutton  in  TorksUre* 
On.  the  death  of  hb  father  he  succeeded  as  heir  to  hb  lands,  and  tq 
tiie  office  of  forester  of  Nortii-Petherton,  which,  on  acooont  of  fain 
being  a  clergyman,  was  executed  during  hb  life-time  bj  Us  bfotkex 
Richard  de  Wrotham. 

Hugh  de  WiltoD,  1219. 

Walter  St.  Quintin,  1244.  He  died  15th  CaL  Jan. 
(Dec.  18th,)  1263. 

William  Burnell,  it  is  believed,  was  the  next.  He 
was  archdeacon  in  1204. 

Gilbert  de  Molendinis  was  instituted  17  Cal.  Jon* 
(May  16th,)  1298. 

Peter  de  Ayeburi,  1301. 

Henry  de  Chanington,  1308. 

Robert  Hare  ward,  Dec.  12th,  1320. 

William  ThringhuU,  1371. 

Thomas  Arundel  was  made  archdeacon  of  TauatoD 
at  the  age  of  22,  1373. 

He  was  the  son  of  Robert  Fitzalan,  earl  of  Arundel^  ani  was 
consecrated  bishop  of  Ely,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1375.  In  1380  he 
was  made  lord  chancellor  of  England,  and  translated  to  tte  see 
of  York  on  the  3d  of  April,  1388 ;  and  was  the  first  that  was  ever  re. 
9MTed  from  thence  to  Canterbnrj.    Ho  receired  his  paQ  m  Oe 

19th  of  Febrnaiy^  1390.    He  resigned  to  Ridurd  Ike  99oni  Us 
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post  of  lord  eltftnceUor,  which  he  had  held  for  ten  years.  Beia^ 
conticted  of  high  treason,  (with  the  earl  of  Arundel,  hts  brother, 
who  was  beheaded,)  he  fled  to  Rome,  aad  his  see  was  gWen  to 
Roger  Walden,  deair  of  York.  Arundel  was  however  restored  by 
itenr J  the  fourth  on  his  accession  to  the  throne,  for  which  faToar 
tte  neeenarj  steps  were  taken  to  procure  of  the  clergy  a  tenth  for 
the  erowa  as  a  sabsidy« 

The  king,  not  contented  with  a  tenth,  afterwards  attempted  iot 
obtain  greater  subsidies  from  the  clergy ;  but  onr  archbishop  Tijo* 
ronaly  opposed  them,  urging  among  other  reasons,  that  thoogh  the 
clergy  did  not  serre  personally  in  the  king's  wars,  yet  tiiey  were 
aotidle,  inasmaeh  as  they  daily  proj^d  for  the  king  and  the  reaha,. 
as  well  in  Ihne  of  peace  as  war.  To  which  tiba  prolocntor  of  tlia 
bouse  of  con? ocation,  sir  John  Cleyn,^  replied,  ^  It  was  no  matter 
for  their  prayers^  sa  the  king  might  haTO  their  money.*'  Tbb 
prelate  sererely  pnoished  the  Lollards  or  Wickiiffites,  and  tothaA 
the  translation  of  the  bible  into  the  English  language.  He  dM 
Feb.  20th,  1413,  exactly  a  month  before  king  Heniy  the  foarlh,  and 
was  buried  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Canterbury ;'  to  which  he  built 

'  Arundel's  warm  zeal  for  suppressing  the  Lollards  or  Wick-^ 
liffites,  carried  him  to  several  unjustifiable  sereritics  against  the 
heads  of  that  sect,  particularly  against  sir  John  Oldcastle,  lord 
Cobham.  The  Lollards  asserted  the  immediate  hand  of  hearea  in 
the  manner  of  his  death.  Be  died  of  an  inflammation  in  the  throat, 
and  it  is  said  that  be  was  struck  with  this  dbease  as  he  was  pro. 
novneing  sentence  of  exeonHnunication  and  condemnation  on  tiio 
lord  Cobham  ;  aad  froiathat  time,  notwithstanding  all  the  assistance 
•f  laediciae,  he  could  swallow  neither  meat  nor  drink,  and  wa^ 
starTed  to  death.  The  Lolhinfe  impoted  this  lamentable  end  to  the 
just  judgment  of  Gon  upon  him,  both  fof  hts  serertty  to  that  sect^ 
and  forbidding  the  scriptures  to  be  translated  into  English  ;  and 
bisiiop  Godwin  seems  to  lean  to  the  same  opinion. — Biograpk. 

DM.  3.  p.  i^. 

There  is  an  nniqne  portrait  of  archbishop  Arundel  prescrred  in 
the  Fenshurst  coHection,  among  the  pictures  of  the  Constables  of 
Queenboroagh  castle,  (of  which  this  prelate,  it  seems,  was  one.) 
TMH  poHrait  is  hi^y  Talnable,  as  it  is  the  only  andiority  for  the 
likeness  of  the  archbiAop  laowft  to  bo  extant^  if  we  except 
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a  fine  spire,  called  to  this  day,  Arundel  steeple.  He  left  to  bb 
palace,  at  Ely,  a  magnificent  table,  ornamented  with  gold  and 
precious  stones,  originally  belonging  to  the  king  of  Spain,  and  sold 
hj  the  Black  Prince  to  this  bishop  for  three  hundred  fnarks.  He 
had  the  generosity  to  obtain,  by  his  influence,  the  see  of  Londoa 
for  Roger  Walden,  his  adYersary,  who  had  succeeded  him  in  the 
see  of  Canterbury,  after  his  flight  to  Rome,  but  was  dispossesed  of 
it  on  his  restoration. 

Neapolitanus  Cardinalis,  1383. 
Ralph  de  Ergham,  1391. 

He  was  elected  bishop  of  Salisbury  in  1375,  from  which  see  be 
was  translated  to  that  of  Bath  and  Wells,  in  1388.  He  buUt  the 
inn  called  the  George  in  Wells,  and  erected  in  that  city  a  college, 
at  the  end  of  a  lane,  called  College-lane,  for  fourteen  priests ;  gaYO 
ornaments  and  plate  to  the  church,  to  the  Talue  of  one  hundred 
and  forty  pounds,  and  appropriated  to  the  chapter  the  parsonage 
of  Pucklechurch.     He  died  in  1401. 

Thomas  Polton  or  Pulton,  Aug.  12th,  1403. 

He  was  dean  of  York ;  bishop  of  Hereford,  1420 ;  bishop  of 
Chichester,  1423;  from  which  see  he  was  translated  to  that  of 
Worcester,  1426.     He  died  at  Rome,  and  was  buried  ia  that  city* 

Nicholas  Calton,  Sept.  Ist,l416.  He  died  in  1440. 
Adam  Molines,  LL.  D.  1440. 

He  was  of  the  baronial  family  of  Molines ;  dean  of  Salisbury  ; 


an  illumination  in  the  British  Museum,  from  which,  in  the  wretched 
way  it  has  been  copied  and  engraYcd  in  Strutt's  Regal  and  Eccle* 
siastical  Antiquities,  no  idea  whateYer  can  be  formed.  The  features 
and  expression  in  the  face  of  this  picture  are  strongly  marked.  The 
archbishop  wears  a  close  cap  on  his  head,  and  a  fur  tippet  round 
his  neck ;  behind  him  are  the  mitre  and  pastoral  staff,  both  gilt, 
according  to  the  taste  of  the  times.  His  arms,  impaled  with  those 
of  the  sec  of  Canterbury,  and  a  red  rose,  the  badge  of  the  house  of 
Lancaster,  fill  the  two  upper  corners  of  the  picture. 

There  is  a  copy  of  this  portrait  in  the  gallery  of  the  archiepiscopal 
palace  of  Lambeth,  from  which  there  is  an  engraving,  coloured  ia 
imitation  of  the  original,  in  Brayley  and  Herbert's  <^  Lambeth 
Palace  illustrated/'  London,  1800,  quarto. 
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bishop  of  Chichester,  1445  ;  and  lord  priTy  seaU  He  was  slaio  at 
Portsmouth  by  mariners  hired  for  that  purpose,  by  Richard,  duke 
of  York,  1445. 

Andrew  Hales  was  admitted  Jan.  19th,  1445 ; 
archdeacon  of  Wells,  1450. 

Robert  Stillington,  LL.  D^  was  collated  April 
20th,  1450;  archdeacon  of  Wells,  1465. 

He  was  keeper  of  the  priyy  seal  and  lord  chancellor  of  England ; 
was  consecrated  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  March  16th,  1466,  in 
the  room  of  John  Phreas,  who  had  been  elected,  but  died  before 
consecration.  This  bishop  firmly  adhered  to  the  house  of  York, 
against  that  of  Lancaster,  and  countenanced  Lambert  Simnell  in 
opposing  Henry  the  seTenth,  for  which  he  was  imprisoned  at  Wind- 
sor in  1487,  and  after  four  years  confinement,  died  in  May,  1491. 
He  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  Our-Lady  in  the  clobter  of  Wells 
cathedral,  which  he  himself  had  built,  and  which  was  afterwards 
destroyed  (together  with  the  great  wall  of  the  palace,)  by  sir  John 
Yates ;  and  within  the  memory  of  those  who  had  seen  his  funeral, 
his  bones  were  turned  out  of  the  leaden  coffin  in  which  they  were 
interred. 

Richard  Langport,  May  14th,  1487. 
Oliver  King  was  installed  Jnly  12th,  1400. 

He  was  sometime  fellow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge,  and 
registrar  of  the  order  of  the  garter,  and  canon  of  Windsor ;  one  of 
the  prebendaries  of  St.  Paul's;  elected  bishop  of  Exeter  1492,  from 
which  see  he  was  translated  to  that  of  Bath  and  Wells  in  1495 ;  and 
secretary  of  state  to  Edward  IV.  and  V.  and  to  Henry  VII.  He 
laid  the  foundation  of  a  new  abbey  church  at  Bath. 

William  Worseley,  LL.  D.  was  admitted  Feb. 

18th,  1492. 
Robert  Sherburn,  A.  M.  was  installed  Dec.  16ih, 

1496. 

John  Ednam,  S.  T.  P.  was  installed  May  27th,  1 506. 

Robert  Honywood,  LL.  D.  was  installed  Aug. 
1 8th,  1509.  He  died  JaD«  22d»  1522^  and  was  buried 
at  Windsor. 
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Thomas  Cranmeri  S.  T.  P.  succeeded  in  1522  ;  aad 
in  1533  was  made  archbishop  of  Canterbury. 

He  was  born  at  Aslacton,  ia  Nottinghamshire,  and  was  feUow  ef 
Jesus  coltc^,  Cambridge.  He  was  a  theological  and  polemical  wrL 
ter,  eminent  for  his  piety  and  learning,  and  for  being  the  first  pro- 
tettant  archbkbop  of  Canterbury;  but  his  political  diaraetor, 
•n  account  of  the  Yariations  of  his  conduct,  is  diffsrecitlj  treated  hf 
historians  and  controreraial  writers.  He  assisted  in  setting  up  kdj 
Jane  Grey,  for  which  treason  queen  Mary  pardoned  him,  but  had 
him  burnt  for  heresy  at  Ozferd,  March  21st,  1556^  in  the  67th 
year  of  his  age. 

JohnRedmayne  was  archdeacon  of  Taunton  in  1647^ 

It  is  uncertain  how  long  before  tUs  he  held  this  office,  or  whether 
there  were  any  between  hira  and  Cranmer.  He  died  in  Net.  Ubl^ 
und  was  buried  in  Westminster  abbey. 

John  Fitzjsones,  A.  M.  May  22d,  1564. 
.  Justinian  Lancaster,  1560. 
PfaUip  Bisse,  S.  T.  P.  was  installed  May  28th,  1584. 

He  was  educated  at  Magdalen  college,  Oxford;  was  a  learned 
man,  and  a  great  loTer  of  books.  He  had  an  extensiye  library, 
which,  at  his  death,  he  bequeathed  to  Wadbam  coU^,  Oxford,  Aen 
newly  founded,  in  which  hi  pveserted  his  portrait  at  full  length, 
fiTen  by  the  foundiesa.  He  died  ia  1613^  and  was  buried  ill  the 
chancel  of  Bateombe  churcb  in  this  county^  where  these  is  ssa 
Inecfiption  to  his  memory* 

Matthew  Sutcliffe,  LL.  D.  was  installed  Jan.  SOtb, 
1586. 

Peter  Lilye,  S.  T.  P.  1604.     He  dTied  in  1614. 

Samuel  Ward,  S.  T.  P.  was  installed  April  29tb, 
1615. 

He  was  Vice-Chancenor  of  Oxford,  chaplain  extraonfiaary  to 
king  James  the  first,  and  one  of  the  four  diYlnes  sent  by  him^  f»  A# 
synod  of  Dort  He  wrote  seteral  tracts,  and  some  valuable  manu. 
sciifia  of  hb  are  now  in  Emmanud  coltege,  Cambridge,  of  iwUch 
ha  was  fellow.  In  IdOfk  he  became  master  of  Sidney  college,  ia 
that  uniYcrsity.  He  assisted  in  translating  the  bible,  and  was  a 
most  excellent  goyemor  and  exact  discipUnarian*  JBdtog  oM  df  Or 
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aflSemblj  of  diTines,  and  of  the  religions  committee,  be  was  therefore 
•steemed  a  puritan.  But  in  the  ciTiI  wars  of  Charles  the  first,  he 
was  one  of  those  who  consented  that  the  college  plate  should  be 
Coined  for  the  use  of  his  majesty ;  for  which  he  was  deprived  of  hia 
ecclesiastical  preferments,  March  30th,  1648,  when  he  was  plunderei 
tad  cast  into  prison,  where  he  contracted  a  disease  which  put  a 
period  to  bis  life,  in  great  poTertj,  about  six  weeks  after  hb 
release.  Sereral  of  his  letters  are  in  the  coHectbn  of  archbishop 
Usfier. 

WiUiam  Piers,  &  T.P.  was  installed  Dec  l9tIi^l64S. 

Ek  was  the  eldest  son  of  Dr.  William  Piers,  bishop  of  Bath  aad 
WtUs,  and  was  rector  of  Kingsbury*  He  was  eminent  for  his 
abilkies  and  virtues,  yet  in  1664  he  was  sequestered  from  his  pre- 
ferments, and,  for  mere  subsistence,  married  a  low  woman,  who  had 
a  fittle  farm,  on  which  he  laboured,  threshing  his  own  com,  and 
telling  his  apples,  bntter,  ^gs,  poultry,  cheese,  &e.  in  the  markets 
of  Ilminster  and  Taunton ;  but  worse  misfortunes  befel  him^  for  lie 
became  god.!ather  to  a  child  called  Charles,  and  fog  this  suffeved 
imprisonment,  from  which  he  was  not  released  till  the  sestoratien  of 
Charles  the  second,  when  he  was  made  doctor  in  diTinity,.prebendaxy 
of  Wells,  and  rector  of  Christian-Malford,  in  Wiltshire.  He  died 
in  April,  1682,  aged  70,  and  is  buried  in  Wells  cathedral,  where 
there  is  an  inscription  to  his  memory. 

Edward  Waple,  S.  T.  B.instaUed  April  22d,  1682. 
Edmund  Archer^  S.  T.  P.  was  installed  Jd j  26tht 

George  Atwood,  S.  T.  B.  1722. 
Lionel  Seaman,  M.  A.  1753. 
Francis  Potter^  M.  A.  1 758. 
William  WiUes,  M.  A.  1761. 
Thomas  Camplin,  LL.  D.  1767* 
John  Tnmer,  M.  A.  1780. 
George  Trevelyan,  LL.  Bt  son  of  Sir  John 
Trevdyan^  bart.  1817» 
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TAUNTON   COINAGE. 


'  In  Domesday-Book  it  is  mentioned  that  there  wa9 
a  mint  at  Taunton,  \i^hich  yielded  to  the  bishop  of 
Winchester  a  profit  of  fifty  shillings.  There  are  some 
coins  of  the  conqueror's  yet  extant,  which  were  struck 
in  the  Taunton  mint. 

'  The  obverse  of  the  Taunton  penny  exhibits  the 
conqueror  full-faced,  with  a  cap  of  state  ornamented 
with  pearls  and  labels.  The  whole  of  the  bust  is 
confined  within  the  inner  circle,  and  has,  on  the  right 
side,  a  sceptre  with  a  cross  pat^e,  and  on  the  left  side, 
one  with  four  pearls,  both  erect.  The  legend  is, 
WILLEM  REX  ANGI.  and  the  cross,  from  which  it 
commences,  is  over  the  head.  The  reverse  has  eight 
rays  issuing  from  a  common  centre  of  the  form  of  a 
pellet,  and  terminating  alternately  in  three  pearls  and  a 
flower  with  three  petals.  The  legend  is  BRENTRIC 
ON   TANT.-     The  weight  is  20^  grains.* 

'  The  patting  of  the  moneyer's  name  on  coins  was  a  practice 
unknown  till  the  sixth  century.  It  came  in,  gradually,  a  centurj 
after  the  Roman  mints  had  ceased  in  Europe,  with  the  empfre ;  and 
when  private  persons  contracted  with  the  king  for  the  little  mint^ 
and  put  their  names  to  identify  their  mintage. — Pinkerton*s  Medals^ 
Tol.  i.  p.  370. 

The  names  of  the  towns  are  found  added  to  those  of  the  monejers 
on  a  few  coins  of  Alfred  and  Edward  the  Elder  9  they  are  more 
numerous  in  the  reign  of  Athelstan,  and  the  practice  became  general 
after  the  time  of  Edward  the  Martyr,  A.  D.  975. 

*  The  editor  owes  this  description  of  th^  conqueror's  Taun^n 
penny  to  Mr.  H.  Norris,  of  this  town,  who  has  one  in  his  collection, 
in  fine  preserYatioo.  Mr.  Norris  had  this  coin  from  the  Rey. 
Dr.  Abbott,  who  resided  in  Bedfordshire.— Mr.  N.  has  also 
one  of  the  conqueror's  penoies,  struck  at  Exeter;  it  has  on  the 
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9;he  bishop  of  Winchester's  mint  at  Taunton  affords 
we  an  opportunity  of  giving  a  few  particulars  relating 
to  the  mints  and  coinage  in  the  towns  of  England, 
duriDg  the  Saxon  and  Norman  periods. 

In  the  laws  of  Athelstan,  the  places  of  the  mints 
in  his  reign  are  thus  enumerated : — 

•  In  Canterbury  there  are  seven  Mjffieteras  j  four  of 
the  king's,  two  of  the  archbishop's/  and  one  of  the 
abbot's.^ 

In  Rochester,  there  are  three ;  two  of  the  king's, 
and  one  of  the  bishop's. 

In  London,  eight ;  in  Winchester,  six ;  in  Lewes, 
two ;   in   Hastings,  one ;     in  Chichester,  one ;    in 

obrerse  a  full-faced  figure  of  the  king  extended  to  the  outer  circle, 
with  a  sword  in  his  right  hand,  and  a  cap  of  state,  similar  to  that 
of  the  Taunton  penny.  The  legend  is  WILLEM  REXI,  and  the 
cross,  from  which  it  begins,  is  placed  by  the  right  shoulder.  The 
reverse  has  a  kind  of  cross-potent  Surmounting  a  true-love  knot, 
with  three  bows  at  each  angle;  the  legend  is  SEWINE  ON 
lEXECI.  The  weight  is  21f  grains.  The  die  of  both  is  of  the 
same  diameter,  but  as  the  Exeter  penny  has  a  greater  breadth  of 
metal,  the  other  has  probably  been  reduced  by  clipping.-Mr.  Bluett, 
of  Taunton,  has  in  his  collection  one  of  the  Exeter  pennies  of 
William  Rufus,  in  high  preserration,  and  bearing  the  same  moneyer's 
name  as  that  of  William  the  Conqueror's  above-mentioned. 

The  names  of  the  conqueror's  mintmasters  lead  us  to  suppose 
that  they  were  all  Saxon  artists. 

'  Ecclesiastical  coins  are  extant  of  the  archbishops  of  Canterbury, 
Wnlfred,  A.  D.  804;  Ceolnoth,  830  i  Plegmund,  889.— P»fi. 
kerton's  Medals^  vol.  ii.  p.  83* 

*  The  abbot  of  St.  Augustine  in  Canterbury,  in  right  of  his 
abbacy,  had  euneum  rrionetas^  allowance  of  mintage  and  coinage  of 
money,  which  continued  until  the  time  of  king  Stephen,  and  then 
was  lost;  Sylvester,  the  forty-fifth  abbot,  who  died  in  lift], 
being  th»iast  that  enjoyed  lU^^I^ohi  onJEng.  Mwetfpp,  60.  « 
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HamptoB,  two ;  in  Wafreham,  two ;  in  'Ewiierf  two ; 
IB  ^aflesbury^  two ;  and  one  in  aeveral  of  die  oAar 
boroughs.' 

The  coins  yet  extant  ^w  that  during  the  Sazoo 
period,  there  were  very  few  considerable  to^i^  without 
a  mint,  for  besides  those  particularly  mentioned  in  the 
laws  of  Athelstan,  there  are  coins  of  Littcdn,  Exeter, 
Norwich,  Eveshanii  York,  Gloucester,  Ipswidi, 
Derby,  Bristol,  Shrewsbury,*  Worcester,  Wallingfbrd, 
l%etford,  and  others.* 

King  Edward  the  Confessor,  when  be  confirmed 
the  liberties  of  St-Edmundsbury,  gave  to  abbot 
Baldwin  a  stamp  or  die,  and  authority  to  liaye  an 
enebange  or  mint,  and  to  coin  in  his  monastery.^ 


In  Domesday-Book  we  find  the  following  placet 
mentioned  as  having  either  a  mint  or  mintmasters : — 

At  Lewes,  when  money  was  coined,  every  mintmaster 
paid  twenty  shillings. 

At  Walling^ord,  the  mintmaster  hrid  one  bouse 
free,  as  often  as  he  coined  money. 

At  Dorchester,  there  were  two  mintmasters,  eacb 
of  whom  paid  to  the  king  one  mark  of  silver,  and 
twenty  shillings  when  money  was  coined. 

At  Shaftesbury,  there  were  three  mintmasters,  each 

^  Wilkins,  Leges  Anglo-Saz.  p.  59. — Tnmei^s  Hist,  of  tibe 
Aogb-Saxons,  toI.  ii.  p.  614. 

^  On  a  coin  of  Edward  the  Confessor's,  struck  intheShrewsbary 
mint,  the  inscription  is,  Edward  Re»  AngluBy  and  on  the  rerersej 
Aelman  on  Scrobe.^^HtsL  of  Shrewsbury^  p.  5. 

*  Leake  on  English  Money,  p.  17. 

\  StoW't  Asinali^  p.  VS-^Leiikci  on  Ilngt  Monqr,  p. 
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of  whom  paid  one  mark  of  silver,  and  twenty  diillingpB 
€vwy  time  they  coined  money. 

At  Wareham,  there  were  two  mintmasters,  each  of 
whom  paid  one  mark  of  sib^r  to  the  king,  and  twenty 
shillings  every  time  they  coined  money. 

At  Bridporti  there  was  a  mintmaster,  who  paid  to 
the  king  one  maik  of  silver,  and  twenty  shillings  every 
time  be  coined  money« 

At  Bath,  the  king  had  a  mint,  which  paid  odo 
faimdred  shilKngs. 

At  Oxford,  one  Soetman  is  mentioned  as  a  mint- 
master. 

At  Worcester,  when  money  was  coined,  every 
mintmaster  paid  at  London  twenty  shillingfs  for  the 
use  of  the  dies. 

At  Hereford,  there  were  seven  mintmasters,  one  of 
whom  belonged  to  the  bishop.     When  money  was 
coined,  every  mintuMister  paid  eighteen  shillings  for 
the  delivery  of  the  dies,  and  from  the  day  they  received 
them  for  the  space  of  one  month,  each  of  them  paid 
to  the  king  twenty  shilling^.  The  bishop's  mintmaster- 
paid  the  same  to  the  bishop.    When  the  king  came  to 
the  city,  the  mintmasters  coined  as  much  as  he  ordered, 
bat  the  king  fomished  the  silver.  Each  of  these  seven 
mintmasters  enjoyed  sac  and  soc.     On  the  death  of 
any  of  the  king's  mintmasters,  twenty  shillings  were* 
paid  to  the  king,  as  a  heriot ;  but  if  he  died  withouli 
having  disposed  of  his  effects,  the  king  had  all  his  goods. 
At  Huntingdon,  there  were  three  mintmasters,  whoi 
paid  forty  shillings  between  the  king  and  the  earl,  but 
^y  are  not  tber^  now  (that  i3r  when  Domesdi^  wu: 
compiled.)  ^ 
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At  Leicester,  the  king  receives  yearly  of  the  mint« 
inasters  twenty  pounds,  of  which  the  earl  has  the  third, 
part. 

At  Shrewsbury,  the  king  had  three  mintmasterSf ' 
who,  whenever  they  received  the  dies  for  coining 
money,  paid  twenty  shillings  each  to  the  king  for  the 
first  fifteen  days,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other 
mintmasters  of  the  realm,  and  this  they  did  every  time 
they  coined  money. 

At  Chester^  in  the  time  of  king  Edward,  there  were 
in  that  city  seven  monelariif  or  mintmasters,  who, 
when  they  coined  money,  gave  seven  pounds  to  the 
king  and  the  earl,  over  and  above  their  rent. 

The  burgesses  of  Colchester  and  Maiden  paid 
twenty  pounds  for  the  privilege  of  coining  money, 
which  was  settled  by  Waleran,  and  they  appealed  to 
the  king,  that  he  remitted  them  ten  pounds;  but 
Walchelin,  the  bishop  of  London*s  tenant,  demanded 
of  them  forty  pounds. 

Thetford  paid  to  the  king  forty  pounds,  for  the. 
liberty  of  coining  money.' 


The  following  extract  from  the  records  in  the  reign 
of  king  John,  will  throw  some  light  upon  what  is  said 
in  Domesday-Book  under  Hereford  and  Shrewsbury, 
respecting  the  delivery  of  the  dies  to  the  mintmasters. 
The  mints  in  the  several  towns  of  England,  and  the. 

'  Vide  Domesdajr.Book,  under  the  several  towns  mentioned.**- 
See  also  Tamer's  Hist,  of  the  Anglo.Saxons,  toI.  ii.  p.  614. 

The  pennies  of  the  mints  of  Oxford,  Colchester,  Hereford, 
Huntingdon,  and  Thetford,  are  eogniTen  ia  Folkes'i  Tables  of 
Qold  and  Silver  Coim. 
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officers  employed  therein,  namelyt  the  moneyers, 
assay ers,  and  ot<5/(M2e5ain6orum,  were,  it  appears,  under 
the  supervisal  and  direction  of  the  chief  justicier,  or 
the  treasurer  and  barons  of  the  exchequer. 

*'  In  the  9tfa  year  of  king  John,  the  moneyers, 
assayers,  and  custades  cuneorum  of  London,  were 
commanded  to  appear  at  Westminster,  in  the  quinzime 
of  St.  Dennis,  to  receive  there  the  king's  commands, 
and  to  bring  thither  all  their  dies,  sealed  up  with  their 
seals,  and  to  summon  all  the  workers  of  money  of 
London,  and  other  persons  who  were  skilled  in  the  art 
of  making  money,  to  appear  there  at  the  same  time. 
And  the  moneyers,  assayers,  and  custodes  cuneorum 
of  Winchester,  Exeter,  Chichester,'  Canterbury, 
Rochester,  Ipswich,  Norwich,  Lynn,  Lincoln,  York, 
Carlisle,  Northampton,  Oxford,  Bury  St.  Edmunds, 
and  Durham,^  were  commanded  to  appear  at  the  same 
time  and  place.**' 

• 

'  In  the  6th  of  John,  there  is  a  grant  of  the  pri? ilege  of  a  mint 
to  the  bishop  of  Chichester : — ^^  Sciatis  quod  concessimus  yenerabili 
patri  nostro  Cicestr.  episcopo,  qnod  habeat  cuneum  sunm  ia 
eif  itate  Cicestrias,  &c.  teste  20  April." — Claus.  6  John,  m.  3.--* 
BlounVs  Law  Did.  verb.  Cuneum  Monetce.'^Leake  on  Engm 
Money ^  p.  65. 

*  Ring  Richard  the  first,  after  his  return  from  his  captirity  ia 
Austria,  granted  licence  to  Philip,  bishop  of  Durham,  to  coin 
money,  which  liberty  none  of  his  predecessors  had  enjoyed  of  long 
time  before. — Leake  on  Eng.  Money ^  p.  59. 

For  an  account  of  the  coins  struck  in  the  Durham  mint,  the 
reader  is  referred  to  ^^  Two  Dissertations  on  the  Mint  and  Coins 
of  the  Bishops  of  Durham,  by  the  Ret.  Mark  Noble,— £oii(b;ij 

1780," — quarto. 
\  Pat.  9  John.  m.  5.— Madox's  Excheq.  p.  198, 

I 
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'  Notwithstanding  the  number  of  mints  which  from 
this  record  appear  to  have  been  in  England  in  the 
reign  of  John,  there  are  no  coins  found  of  that  king, 
except  those  which  were  struck  in  Ireland.  The  same 
'Observation  applies  to  his  predecessor,  Richard  I.  of 
whom  there  are  no  coins  remaining,  but  those  struck  in 
the  Anglo-Gallic  provinces  of  Poitoa  and  Aqnitain, 
and  they  are  of  the  first  rarity.' 

^  The  captivity  of  Richard  I.  and  the  immense  sum 
{mid  for  his  redemption,  must  have  much  impoverished 
the  kingdom.  His  ransom  amounted  to  one  hundred 
thousand  marks,  which,  at  13s.  4d.  a  mark,  make 
one  million,  six  hundred  thousand  pennies,  tbcta 
the  only  coin,  a  vast  sum  in  the  currency  of  those  days^ 
and  which  prevents  our  wonder  at  the  rarity  of  the 
coins  of  Richard  I.  or  of  his  successor.  There  is  little 
doubt  but  the  public  poverty  arising  from  this  cause 
gave  rise  to  much  of  the  ferment  in  Joho*s  reign ;  anA 
perhaps  we  may  pronounce  that  it  is  to  the  captivity 
of  Richard  that  we  are  indebted  for  Magna  Charta*. 

tradesmen's  tokens. 

Before  the  reign  of  James  the  first,  when  copper 
was  first  coined  by  authority,  it  was  stamped  by  atay 
person  who  chose  to  do  it.'  The  constables  of  Taunton, 
as  did  those  of  other  towns,  exercised  this  privilege, 
and  they  continued  to  do  it  long  after  the  time  of 
James  the  first.^    This  coin  was  stamped  with  a  tau 

■  Pinkerton,  toI.  ii.  p.  84,  431.  •  Ibid.  p.  89. 

^  Priestley's  Lectures  on  History,  p.  134. 

^  I  am  incliaed  to  think  that  we  had  do  mnnicipal  coins  or 
tradesmen's  tokens  here  before  the  middle  of  the  17th  ceatnrj ;  at 
least,  all  that  I  hare  seen  with  datfi  were  struck  l^etweea  1650 
and  1670.    H.  N. 
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io  a  tUDy  (a  rebus  expressive  of  the  town's  name)  on 
one  side*  and  the  legend,  A  Taunton  Farthing  ;  on  the 
other  side,  with  an  em  battlement  of  a  castle,  and  the 
legend.  By  the  Constables,  with  the  date.  It  should 
seem  that  other  persons  availed  themselves  of  the 
privilege  of  stamping  copper,  and  it  may  be  concluded 
from  the  legends  on  this  money,  that  the  date  of  the 
year,  the  name  of  the  place,  and  the  name  of  the  person 
who  stamped  it,  were  necessary  to  a  legal  tender  of  it 
in  payment/ 

'  The  tokens  described  in  the  following  list  were  all 
struck  in  Taunton,  and  are  now  in  the  collections  of 
Mr.  H.  Norris  and  Mr.  J.  Bluett,  of  this  town.  It  is 
believed  there  are  a  few  others  extant,  which  are  not 
in  either  of  these  collections.  This  list  contains  the 
name  of  the  tradesman  issuing  each  token,  the  legends 
and  inscriptions,  and  the  sign  of  the  issuer,  printed  in 
italic,  impressed  upon  them.  The  first  line  is  the 
legend  on  the  obverse,  the  second  that  on  the  reverse. 

«  TOWN  PIECES. 

1.  A  Taunton  farthing.     Tau-in-Tun. 

By  the  constables,  1667.  Tower  triple- towered. 

2.  Taunton. — Tower. 

Tun. 

*  TOKENS. 

1.  Thomas  Andrews — tvoolpack. 
In  Taunton. 

2.  Thomas  Androsse — tvoolpack. 

Of  Tawnton,  1666.     His  halfe  penny. 

'  I  have  seen  many  \rithoat  dates ;  some  with  only  the  initials  of 
the  tradesman's  name ;  and  some  without  either  name^  date^  or 
place ;  in  particular,  one  with  this  legend,  <<  The  farthing  of  a 
mercbint  of  tho  itapte  of  EDgUad.'^  fi^V* 
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8.  John  Barton — rose  and  crofvn. 
Of  Taunton,  1666. 

4.  Samuel  Benden— /wiir  of  scales. 
Tauntoni  Somerset. 

5.  John  Bobbett  in — bale  of  goods. 
Taunton  carjer. 

6.*Willjam  Chace — tmicorti. 
In  liinton. 

7.  Christopher  Cooke — bunch  of  grapes. 
In  Tanton,  1667. 

8.  William  Coricke — shuttle,  ^. 
In  Taunton,  1655. 

9.  Abraham  Crocker  of  Taunton —  weavers  arms. 
For  nessesary  change,  1666. 

10.  Edward  Dawley — wool-comb. 
In  Tanton  James. 

1 1 .  Roger  Gale  of— grocers  arms. 
Taunton,  1652. 

]  2«  Matthew  Gaylard— rftarid  holding  a  wool-comb. 
Of  Taunton,  1666. 

13.  Robart  Gray — caldron. 
In  Taunton,  1659. 

14.  Hugh  Graye — woolpack. 
Of  Taunton,  1666. 

15.  John  Glyde — seven  stars. 
Of  Taunton. 

16.  Andrew  Greggory — globe. 
In  Taunton,  1655. 

17.  Jeffery  Grove  in — clothworkers  arms. 
Tanton  Deane,  1664. 

J  8.  Martin  Hossham — Catharine  wheel. 
In  Taunton,  1655. 

19.  Roger  How  of —  ^ 
Tauntun,  1653.                                                        ^ 

20.  Thomas  LowdeU  of — cock. 
Tanton,  mercer,  1658. 
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21.  Joseph  Maber* — clothworkers  arm$. 
In  Tauntun,  1664. 

22.  John  Meredith,  1666.    For  necessary  change^ 
Taunton . — casile. 

23.  John  Meredith,  mercer — mercers  arms. 
In  Taunton. 

24.  Robert  Midleton — crown. 
In  Tanton  Magdalen. 

25.  Thomas  Munden — tou-tii-ttin.. 
In  Taunton. 

26.  Tobias^Osborne-^^/^iAtotM. 
In  Taunton^  1666. 

27.  John  Powel  at  the — lion. 
Red  Lybn  in  Taunton. 

28.  Anthony  Reynolds^--&e//«. 
In  Taunton,  16o2. 

29.  John  Satchell— ca5<fe. 
In  Taunton,  1655. 

30.  Richard  Snow — Catharine  wheel. 
In  Taunton,.  1655. 

31.  John  Sprake  in  Taunton— jMitr  ofscalesr 
In  Somersetshire. 

32.  John  TampsoU' — 
In  Taunton,  1654. 

33.  Steaphen  Timewell — hat  and  feather^ 
Of  Taunton. 

34.  Robert  Tompson — clothiers  sheers. 
Of  Taunton. 

35.  George  Treagle  of — hook. 
Taunton  in  Sommerset.. 

36.  John  Tubb,  1666. 
In  Taunton. 

37.  At  the  3  widows. 
In  Taunton,  1665. 

'  Some  of  Joseph  Maber'8  tokeni  tre  of  brui,  and  others  of 
wUte  metal. 
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38.  Henry  Yomig  at  the — Angth 
Angel  in  Taunton. 

<  We  had  no  copper  money  in  England  under  the 
authority  of  the  government  until  the  year  1672,  with  a 
few  small  exceptions  after  the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth, 
whose  aversion  to  a  copper  coinage  is  well  known* 
Edward  the  sixth  was  the  last  prince  under  whom 
farthings  could  possibly  be  coinedof  silver,  that  metal 
being  so  much  increased  in  its  value  ^  and  though  it  if 
known  from  records,  that  he  did  coin  ftf^hings,  only 
a  very  small  number  of  them  has  been  discovered* 
The  smalliiess  indeed  of  the  silver  halfpenny,  thougli 
continued  down  to  the  commonwealth,  was  of  extreme 
inconvenience,  on  account  of  its  minute  size.  Hence, 
in  Elizabeth's  time,  there  being  no  state  farthings, 
some  cities,  as  Bristol,  Oxford,  and  Worcester,  struck 
farthings,  which  were  confined  to  the  use  of  their 
respective  inhabitants,  until  called  in  by  government 
in  1594.  Besides  these  cities,  near  three  thousand 
tradesmen  and  others  coined  leaden  tokens,  upon 
returning  which  to  the  person  who  issued  them,  he 
gave  current  coin  or  value  for  them  as  desired. 

'  In  1594  this  practice  had  got  to  a  great  length,  and 
government  had  serious  thoughts  of  a  copper  coinage ; 
for  a  small  copper  coin  was  now  struck,  of  about  the 
size  of  a  silver  two-pence,  with  the  queen's  monogram 
upon  one  side,  and  a  rose  on  the  other,  the  running 
legend  upon  both  sides  being,  the  pledge  of  a  halfpennjf. 
Patterns  of  this  occur  both  in  copper  and  silver,  but 
the  queen  not  being  able  to  resign  her  fixed  aversion 
to  a  copper  coinage,  the  scheme  fell  to  the  ground. 
It  was  not  revived  until  the  succeeding  ireign,  yfben 
upon  the  19th  of  May,  1618,  king  Jameses  roy*l 
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farthing  tokens  commenced  by  proclamation.  They 
are  mostly  of  the  same  size  with  the  above,  and  have 
upon  one  side  two  sceptres  in  saltire,  surmounted  with 
a  crown,  and  the  harp  upon  the  other.  Their  legend 
is  the  king*s  common  titles  running  upon  esich  side. 

'  These  pieces  were  by  no  means  favourably  received, 
but  continued  in  a  kind  of  reluctant  circulation  all  this 
reign,  and  the  beginning  of  the  succeeding.  In  1685 
Charles  the  first  struck  them  with  the  rose  instead  of 
the  harp.  The  vast  number  of  counterfeits,  and  the 
Ving's  deatib  in  1649,  put  an  utter  stop  to  their 
currency;  and  the  tokens  of  towns  and  tradesmen 
again  took  their  run,  increasing  prodigiously  until 
^672,  when  farthings,  properly  so  called,  were  first 
coined  by  government. 

*  Government,  however,  had  frequent  ideas  of  im* 
proving  the  copper  coinage,  for  many  pattern  pieces  for 
farthings  occur.  So  early  as  1640  one  occurs,  upom 
one  side  of  which  the  legend  \s  farthing  toakens,  and 
upon  the  other,  Typus  Maneia  Ang.  Mri^  thought  to 
be  the  work  of  Briot,  as  resembling  his  pattern  shilling. 
Trial  farthings  of  the  commonwealth  likewise  appear 
with  various  types  and  legends  ;  those  of  Oliver  have 
bis  bust  with  different  reverses,  and  one  of  his  bears 
the  singular  date  of  165 1 ,  (if  Snelling  does  not  mistake) 
when  he  was  not  protector  until  1653. 

**0f  Charles  the  second  many  pattern  farthings  are 
known  before  1672,  when  they  and  halfpence  were 
made  public  money,  of  which  the  most  remarkable  v^ 
that  with  the  king's  bust,  Carolua  a  Caroto,  and  the 
reverse,  the  figure  of  Britannia  with  Quatuor  Maria 
vindico.  The^  were  first  struck  in  1665^  and  most 
commonly  occur  in  silver;  whence  the  copper  are 
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esteemed  the  more  precious.  None  of  them  ever  were 
in  circulation^  though  we  meet  with  a  few  impressions 
both  in  silver  and  copper,  dated  1675  and  1676.  The 
halfpence  of  this  legend  are  more  common  in  copper 
than  in  silver. 

'  In  1670  current  halfpence  and  farthings  first  began 
to  be  struck  at  the  tower,  but  they  were  not  proclaimed 
until  the  16th  of  August,  1672.  They  were  of  pure 
Swedish  copper,  and  the  dies  were  engraved  by 
Roettier.  These  continued  until  the  last  year  of 
Charles  the  second,  1684,  when  some  disputes  arising 
about  the  copper,  latterly  had  from  English  mines,  tin 
farthings  of  James  the  second'  were  coined  with  a  stud 
of  copper  in  the  centre,  and  inscribed  round  the  edge, 
as  the  crown  pieces,  with  Nutnmorum  Jamtdus,  1685 
or  1686.  Halfpence  of  the  same  kind  were  issued  the 
year  after,  and  tin  continued  to  be  coined  till  1692,  to 
the  amount  of  sixty-five  thousand  pounds.  In  1693, 
the  tin  was  all  called  in,  and  the  copper  coinage 
commenced  anew/ 

'  Mr.  Henry  Norris  has  in  his  collection  one  of  Charles  the 
second's  tin  farthings,  and  Mr.  Bluett  has  the  same  farthings  of 
Charles  the  second,  James  the  second,  and  William  and  Mary. 
In  the  latter  collection,  there  are  also  the  scarce  Quatuor  Maria 
Vindico  farthing  of  Charles  the  second,  in  copper  and  silver,  and 
the  half  farthing  coined  by  king  James  the  first,  which  is  now  rare. 

In  1811,  during  the  great  scarcity  of  change,  when  shilling 
silTcr  tokens  were  generally  issued  in  all  the  principal  towns  ia 
England,  one  was  struck  for  Mr.  John  Bluett,  and  intended  to  be 
issued  at  Tauntoa,  but  it  was  neyer  circulated. 

In  1812,  Messrs.  Cox,  ironfounders  in  Taunton,  issued  pena/ 
copper  tokens.  ^ 

!  Pinkerton's  Medals,  toI.  U.  p.  105. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

PLAN  OF  THE  TOWN PUBLIC  BUILDINGS SAINT  MARY 

MAGDALEN'S  CHURCH LIST  OF  VICARS MONUMENTAL 

INSCRIPTIONS-SAINT  JAMES'S  CHURCH— LIST  OF  INCUM- 
BENTS— MONUMENTAL  INSCRIPTIONS— PAUL'S  MEETING- 
BAPTISTS'  CHAPEL TRINITARIAN  BAPTISTS'  CHAPEL 

OCTAGON   CHAPEL QUAKERS'    CHAPEL METHODISTS' 

CHAPEL-CATHOLIC  CHAPEL-CONVENT— CHARITABLE  IN- 

STITUTIONS FREE  GRAMMAR  SCHOOL ^TAUNTON  AND 

SOMERSET  HOSPITAL-ALMS  HOUSES-GRAY'S  ALMS  HOUSE 
— HUISH'S  ALMS  HOUSE-HENLEY'8  ALMS  HOUSE— POPE'S 
ALMS  HOUSE-ALMS  HOUSES  IN  MAGDALEN  LANE-WORK- 
HOUSES— CHARITABLE  DONATIONS— SAUNDERS'S  CHARITY 
—FEOFFEE  LANDS-TROWBRIDGE'S  CHARITY— SIR  GEORGE 
FAREWELL'S  CHARITY ^MOGGRIDGE'S  CHARITY MERE- 
DITH'S CHARIl^Y— SIR  HUGH  PARKER'S  CHARITY-GADD'S 

CHARITY STRINGLANDS CASTLE  AND   ASSIZE-HALL— 

TOWN-HALL BRIDEWELL MARKET-HOUSE. 

f  EW  towns  are  laid  out  in  a  superior  mode  for 
convenience  or  air,  most  of  the  streets  being  wide,  and 
the  arrangement  leaving  room,  in  general,  for  extensive 
outlets  and  gardens.  The  principal  streets  run  from 
east  to  west,  and  from  north  to  south.  The  street  at 
vi^hich  you  enter  from  the  London  road  to  East-gate, 
nearly  half  a  mile  long,  is  named  East-reach ; '  in  this 
street  stands  the  Taunton  and  Somerset  hospital,  and 
here  is  held  the  great  market  for  cattle,  on  the  first 
Saturday  in  every  month,  lately  removed  from  the 
castle-green.  At  East-gate  commences  East-street, 
which  reaches  nearly  to  the  middle  of  the  town.  The 

*  This  street  appears  to  hate  been  called  originally  East-stretdi^ 
and  to  hare  been  a  place  where  the  wearers  extended  theirchains, 
or  warps,  which  b  here  usnally  denominated  a  stretch.  At  the 
west  end  of  the  town  we  hare  a  place  applied  to  the  WAe  pnrposei 

named  Tvkqr*stret^    B.  Hi* 
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central  part  of  the  town  is  called  Fore-street,  from 
which  three  streets  branch  out;  one  to  the  north, 
deriving  its  name  from  its  aspect.  North-street,  at  the 
upper  end  of  which  is  the  parade,  or  market-place,  and 
the  market-house  and  guildhall ;  the  second  runnings 
east  and  west,  leading  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen's  church 
is  called  Hammet-street,  on  the  north  side  of  which, 
in  a  little  court,  stands  Huish*s  alms-house ;  and  the 
third  to  the  south,  called  High-street.  On  the  we^t 
side  of  North-street  is  the  castle-green,  in  which  stand 
the  assize-hall  and  the  grammar-school.  Parallel  with 
High-street  runs  another  called  Paul-street,  in  which 
ii  the  dissenters*  chapel,  called  Paol's  meeting ;  the 
tOQthern  extremity  of  which  street  is  joined  to  High- 
street  by  a  short  one  called  Mary-street,  where  is  the 
Baptists'  chapel.  From  the  west  end  of  the  latter 
runs  southward  a  narrow  street,  called  Barrack-street, 
from  its  leading  to  the  barracks. 

From  the  end  of  North-street,  by  the  side  of  the 
river,  extends  eastward,  St.  James'^-street,  so  called 
from  St.  James's  church  standing  in  it.  Parallel!  wiA 
this  lies  one  more  retired,  which  from  its  situation 
has  the  name  of  Middle-street,  where  is  the  octag^ 
chapel,  in  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baring's  congregation 
assembles,  at  the  east  end  of  which  street  there  ism 
row  of  modern  built  houses  bearing  the  name  of 
St.  James'irplace.  From  the  east  end  of  Middle-street 
there  branches  off  another  called  Canon-street,  till  it 
bends  towards  the  left,  when  it  takes  the  name  lOf 
Tancred-street,  and  terminates  at  East-gate.  ISi^fffi 
it«opens  nearly  opposite  to  another  running  ^southwmrd 
from  the  same  point  called  Silver-street,  in  which  Ii 
the  theatre,  and  the  trinitarian  baptists'  dhapeL 


On  the  weiit  side  of  the  town,  parallel  widi  High* 
street,  is  a  row  of  elegant  houses,  called  the  Crescent, 

IVom  North-street  you  pass  over  a  bridge  of  tw# 
arches,*  erected  over  the  river  Tone,  and  kept  in 
repair  by  the  county,  to  North-town,  or  Norton,*  an 
adjoining  village,  formerly  populous,  but  now  greatly 
reduced  in  the  number  of  houses  and  inhabitants. 
Another  bridge,  at  the  extremity  of  High-street,  leads 
to  Shuttern,  or  South-town,'  which  is  included  in  the 
borough,  and  was  also  once  much  more  populous  than 
it  is  at  present. 

PUBLIC  BUIUOllNGS. 

Among  the  first  objects  which  accost  the  eye  of  the 
traveller,  are  the  public  buildings  of  the  town ;  whicbf 
according  to  the  purposes  to  which  they  are  devoted^ 
may  be  classed  into  those  raised  for 

1.  Religion,  3.  Charity, 

2.  Civil  government,        4.  Pleasure. 

In  Taunton,  the  structures  consecrated  to  religion 
are  two  parish  churches,  and  seven  dissenting  meetings 
or  chapels. 

'  Lambarde  io  his  ^^  Dictionariam  Topogr.  Hist."  compiled 
about  the  year  1570,  Dotices  a  stone  bridge  at  Tauoton. 

^The  antiqoity  of  Norton  is  expressed  in  the  following  traditional 
dsfich :—  ^^  Taunton  was  a  furzj  down 

^'  When  Norton  was  a  market  town."     T. 

'  Mr.  H.  Norrb  has  favoured  me  with  anotheff;JKplanation  of 
tbh  term;  he  is  inclined  to  think  that  the  oi^i|iuAl  name  was 
Snthem,  that  is  South.cot,  from  suthy  south,  and  ern^  a  cottage. 
ti  appears,  he  obscrtes,  to  have  been  anciently,  like  many  other 
suburbs,  no  more  than  a  hamlet,  and  to  have  been  united  to  Qos 
town  by  the  gradual  progress  of  building.  This  conjecture  recei? ^ 
eoaslderable  wdght  from  the  irregularity  of  the  borough  in  this 
part,  several  of  the  intermediate  houses  being  in  the  parish  6t 
iWfltoii,  andoOms  in  the  athiog  of  Holwiy.    T. 
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ST.    MARY  MAGDAIiEN'S  CHURCH. 

Of  the  parish  churches  the  largest  and  most  magni^ 
ficent  is  that  dedicated  to  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  situate 
near  the  centre  of  the  town.  This  church  was 
originally  only  a  chapel  dependant  on  the  conventual 
church  of  the  priory.  It  is  now  a  vicarage,  valued  in 
the  king's  books  at  twenty  pounds,  three  shillings,  and' 
four-pence.  The  rectory  of  this  parish  was  rated  in 
pope  Nicholas's  taxation,  in  1292,  at  ninety  marks. 
The  original  appointment  of  the  vicarage  took  place 
in  1308,  in  the  second  year  of  king  Edward  the  second, 
under  Walter  (Haselshaw,')  then  bishop  of  Bath  and 
Wells ;  who,  upon  information  of  the  want  of  due  order 
and  discipline  in  the  parish,  and  the  frequent  danger 
to  which  the  parishioners  were  exposed  of  dying 
without  the  usual  preparatory  ceremonies  enjoined  hj 
the  church,  appointed  Anthony  de  Bradeney,  his 
official,  and  Henry  de  Chanyngton,  archdeacon  of 
Taunton,  commissioners  for  that  purpose.  Accordingly 
they  ordained,  with  the  consent  of  the  prior  auJ 
convent,  that  Master  Simon  de  Lyme,  who  had  been 
already  instituted  by  the  ordinary  as  vicar  of  the  chapel 
of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  should  have,  hold,  and  enjoy, 
for  himself  and  his  successors,  for  ever,  all  and  singulac. 
the  portions  in  which  he  had  been  so  instituted. 

'  Walter  4||bhaw  was  first  dean,  then  bishop  of  Wells ;  sat 
ten  years,  and  lies  buried  under  a  large  marble  slab,  in  the  body  of 
the  church  towards  the  north,  almost  ofer  against  the  pulpit.  Ha 
made  many  statutes,  which,  Richardson  adds,  are  yet  in  force.  His 
election  to  the  see  of  Wells  was  confirmed  by  the  royal  assent,  ia 
1503,  the  30th  of  Edward  l.^Godwin's  Catalogue  of  BishopSj. 
p.  300«— iifcAardr^n  de  Profsulibus  AnglioSy  p.  S75.    T. 
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"'  The  ordination  of  this  vicarage  is  remarkable.  It 
Bllotted  not  a  dead  salary,  or  bare  pecuniary  pension, 
but  standing  provisions  of  all  the  accommodations  for 
human  life,  as  meat,  drink,  horse,  com,  hay,  &c.  It 
is  probable  that  most  other  vicarages  were  endowed  in 
•the  same  way ;  that  the  vicar  might  be  supported  in 
plenty  and  credit.  Yet,  for  greater  encouragement, 
there  was  usually  added,  as  an  overplus,  a  pension  iD 
money. 

The  ordination  appointed,  that  the  vicar  should 
receive,  every  week  throughout  the  year,  twenty-one 
canonical  loaves,'  that  is,  three  loaves  a  day ;  and  forty- 
two  flagons  of  conventusd  ale,  that  is,  six  flagons  a  day  ; 
and  seven  loaves  of  choice  boulted  flour,  of  the  same 
weight  as  the  canonical  loaves ;  and  twenty-eight 
loaves  of  fine  wheaten  flour  ;*  and  seven  flagons  of 
brisk  ale;'  and  that  he  should  receive  every  year,  of 
the  prior  and  convent,  fifteen  marks  of  silver  ;  and  six 
loads  of  hay,  every  year,  and  seven  bushels  of  oats  per 
week,  for  the  support  of  his  horse ;  and  two  shillings^ 

'  By  canonical  loares  I  understand  the  household  bread  used  by 
the  canons,  and  appointed  by  the  rule  of  their  order — by  conren. 
taal  ale  the  common  bererage  of  the  convent.     T. 

*  Small  loaves  or  manchets,  which  in  those  days  were  generally 
called  chete  bread.    T. 

'  Ale  of  a  superior  quality,  distinguished  ancientlv  by  the  name 
of  Welch  ale.  It  is  to  be  noted,  that  at  this  pedMMur  ancestors 
were  unacquainted  with  beer ;  the  knowledge  onRich,  together 
with  the  use  of  hops,  appears  to  have  been  received  from  tlie 
Germans,  about  the  middle  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII. — Sh 
f^pelman^s  Posthumous  fVorfcSj  by  Gibson^  p.  147.     T. 

^  The  first  shillings  were  coined  by  Henry  YII.  in  1505;  but 
die  term  was  used  in  computation  for  the  twentieth  part  of  8  paaiid 
AS  early  as  the  defeiith  century.    T. 
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a  year  for  shoeing  his  horse  ;  and  likewise  all  l^^aeiM 
bequeatheil  to  him  in  the  parish;'  and  that  he  should 
have  the  house  and  curtilage  occupied  by  his  prede- 
cessors i  and  that  he  should  moreover  receive,  as  an 
angwentaiion,  two  quarters  of  bread-corn  yearly,  iron 
the  grsnge  or  granary  belonging  to  the  priory  ;  that 
the  vicar,  oo  his  part,  ^ould,  by  himself,  or  coratet^ 
at  his  proper  charge,  serve,  or  cause  to  be  served,  tha 
chapels  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  of  Trendle,^  of  the 
Castle,'  and  of  Fons-St.-George  ;^  and  that  he  should 
find  a  resident  curate  for  the  chapel  at  Trendle,  at 
soon  as  the  parishioners  should  have  provided  a 
convenient  habitation  for  him ;  but  that,  for  the  ease 
of  the  vicar,  the  prior  should  appoint,  on  separate 

*  Mortuaries,  or  bequesta  made  to  the  church,  io  compensatiop 
•f  such  tithes  and  oblations,  as  the  testators  were  supposed  to  ha?^ 
forgotten  or  neglected  to  pay.     T. 

*Now  Trull ;  part  of  which  constitutes  at  this  day  a  tithing  called 
fforth  Trendle.—- From  whatever  circumstance  the  parish  derived 
Us  name,  it  is  obserfable,  that  Trull  and  Trundle,  from  iretuU^ 
Sax.  a  bowl,  are  words  of  the  same  import,  signifying  to  roll  or 
twirl.    T. 

*  Probably  a  chapel  within  the  precincts  of  the  castle  of 
Taunton.    T. 

*  Wilton  ;  the  manor  of  which  is  still  called  the  manor  of  Esas 
George.  The  two  names  appear,  at  first  sight  widely  different ;  bat 
|f  we  consider  that  Wilton  may  be  derired  from  u>jfU  or  welle  aid 
lull,  that  is  JUUTown,  and  that  the  church  is  dedicated  to  St. 
(borge,  the^Rpmblance  is  obfious.  It  is  to  be  observed,  tk^t 
ftry  small  collections  of  houses  were  frequently  denominated  toiwm^ 
by  our  Saxon  ancestors ;  so  Riston,  or  Ruuhton,  from  ri$€^  or 
rush  that  is  Rush.Town ;  and  in  the  time  of  the  ancient  Qrifn^ 
even  the  woods,  in  which  they  fortifi^  thsoiielT^  igi^pftOt 
ittsciks  of  their  enemies,  were  hoQOorsd  Tfith  j  ths  t  spptMltigPcr 

849  Cmior  ik  BcL  GalL  Ub.  J.   T. 
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stipends^  one  secular  priest  for  the  service  of  Stoke 
and  Ruishton,  another  for  the  service  of  Staplegrove 
and  St.  James,  and  another  for  that  of  Bishop* s*Hq11; 
with  this  reservation,  that  on  Sundays  and  solemn 
days,  as  often  as  occasion  required,  it  should  be  lawful 
for  the  prior,  with  permission  of  his  diocesan,  to 
celebrate  mass  in  the  churches  of  Ruishton  and  St, 
James,  by  some  of  the  friars  belonging  to  the  convent. 
This  ordination  was  given  at  Taunton,  the  next 
Tuesday  after  the  feast  of  All  Saints,  (Nov.  dth)  1308, 
and  confirmed  by  the  bishop  at  Chew,  the  next 
Wednesday  after  the  feast  of  St.  Martin,  (Nov.  13th,) 
in  the  same  year. 

In  1314,  it  was  proposed  to  make  some  amend* 
ment,  and  accordingly,  John,  then  prior  of  Taunton, 
empowered  friar  Thomas  de  Sutton,  one  of  his  fellow 
canons,  by  a  letter  of  attorney,  dated  in  the  chapter 
of  the  convent  at  Taunton,  the  4th  of  the  nones  of 
April,  to  consent  to  such  regulations  as  the  bishop  or 
his  commissioners  should  think  proper  to  appoint. 
But  it  does  not  appear  that  any  amendment  was  made; 
for  the  original  ordination  was  confirmed  at  Wells, 
Cn  the  ides  of  April  following,  by  John  deDrokensford, 
then  bishop  of  the  diocese,  and  directed  to  be  in  all 
points  inviolably  observed. 

The  date  of  this  endowment  probably  gives  the  time 
when  this  church  was  built ;  at  least,  when  ^j^  original 
part  of  the  edifice  was  raised.  For  the  two  outer  ailes, 
as  appears  from  the  date  on  the  porch,  were  built,  (or 
perhaps  one  of  them  only,  for  there  is  a  difference  in 
the  ardiitectiire)  in  1508. 


128  HISTORY  OF  TAUNTON. 


CHANTRIES  TN  ST.  MARY  MA^BALEN'S  CHURCH. 

Amongst  the  other  enclowmentSy  dictated  by  the 
religion  of  the  times,  were  chantries;  which  were 
little  chapels,  or  particular  altars,  in  cathedral,  colle- 
giate, and  even  parochial  churches,  with  salaries  from 
lands,  or  other  revenues,  for  the  maintenance  of  one 
or  more  priests,  daily  to  sing  mass  and  perform  divine 
service  for  the  soul  of  the  donor,  and  such  as  he  should 
direct.  Seven  of  these  chantries  were  annexed  to 
St.  Mary  Magdalen's  church.  At  the  dissolution  of 
the  religious  houses,  a  reserve,  by  way  of  pension  to 
the  priests  who  had  officiated  in  them,  was  made  out 
of  the  revenues  of  these  chapels.  The  titles  of  those 
which  were  in  the  church  of  Taunton,  the  names  of 
the  last  incumbents,  and  the  amount  of  the  yearly 
pensions,  in  1553,  stood  as  follows. 
St.  Andrew,  -  -  -  Henry  Bull,  -  -  5  0  0 
St.  Michael,  -  -  -  John  Seyman,  -  4  16  Q 
Holy  Trinity,  -  -  Ralph  Wylkins,  -  5  0  0 
Holy  Cross  Fraternity,  W.  TrowbrWge,'  4  0  0 
St.  Ethelred,  -  .  .  W.  Callowe,  -  -  5  0  0 
Virgin  Mary,  -  -  -  John  Pytte,  -  -  4  0  0 
T wing's  Chantry,      -     Alexander  Maggot,  3  14    4 

In  the  21st  of  Richard  II.  Robert  Bathe  and 
Theophania,  his  wife,  gave  four  messuages  in  Taunton, 
to  the  u^rifepf  the  fraternity  of  the  Holy  Cross,  in  the 
church  ofSt.  Mary  Magdalen,  Taunton.* 

*  CollinsoD^  vol.  ill.  p.  238. 

•  From  the  archi?es  of  Wells  cathedral. 

Eeligioos  guilds  or  fraternities  vcre  associaUons  of  laymcDj  idio 
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St  Mary  Magdalen's  church  is  a  spacious  oblong 
structure,  having  a  nave,  chancel,  and  fine  and  lofty 
tower  at  the  west  end.  The  principal  entisance  is 
under  a  pointed  arch  in  the  tower,  the  area  of  which 
forms  a  kind  of  porch,  which  is  separated  from  the 
nave  hy  a  screen  of  fretwork,  in  wood  and  iron,  between 
the  doors  and  the  ends  of  which,  rise  in  the  inside^ 
Corinthian  pilasters.  These,  in  a  modern  building, 
would  be  termed  an  elegant  piece  of  workmanship, 
but  in  an  ecclesiastical  structure,  where  the  arches 
and  every  attendant  ornament  are  in  a  style  so  totally 
opposite  to  the  Corinthian  order,  these  adjuncts  require 
only  to  be  seen  and  compared  with  the  original  style 
of  the  building,  to  shew  the  absurd  taste  of  those  who 
constructed  them. 

The  nave,  or  body  of  the  church,  is  divided  into^t;e 
ailes,  by  four  rows  of  clustered  columns,  supporting 
bluntly-pointed  arches.  This  is  a  remarkable,  and 
may  be  called  a  singular,  instance  of  church  archi- 
tecture. The  Saxons,  in  their  ecclesiastical  buildings, 
constructed  them  with  only  one  aile,  in  addition  to  the 
main  body  of  the  church,  and  this  aile  was  in  genera] 
on  the  north  side.  After  the  Normans  became  esta- 
blished in  England,  they  built  a  great  number  of 
monasteries  and  churches.  These  buildings  were  of 
large  and  magnificent  proportions,  and  were  con- 
structed with  an  aile  on  each  side  of  the  mam  body  of 
the  church.     The  writer  of  these  pages  has  not  seea 

subscribed  to  a  fund  for  supporting  priests  at  a  particular  altar  in 
some  chapel  of  a  cathedral  or  parochial  church,  and  constituted 
ordinances  touching  the  same.  Thej  were  always  incorporated  by 
royal  licence  ai  a  kind  of  coUegiate  society,  haying  a  common  lea]. 
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however,  any  church  constructed  with  five  ailes^butin 
the  instance  before  us. 

The  middle  aile,  or  main  body  of  the  church,  has 
on  each  side  seven  pillars,  composed  of  four  equal 
cylinders,  supporting  eight  bluntly-pointed  arches^ 
consisting  of  several  members.  The  capitals,  if  they 
may  be  so  called,  are  formed  by  cherubs. 

Over  each  of  the  arcades  of  the  middle  aile  there  is 
a  row  of  small  windows,  composed  of  four  lights  each. 
When  the  pointed-arch  style  was  introduced  into 
£ngland  about  the  year  1250,  the  architects  of  our 
•churches  imitated  the  Normans,  in  increasing  the 
dimensions  of  every  part  of  their  structures;  and  having 
added  greatly  to  the  height,  they  were  obliged,  in  order 
to  procure  sufficient  light  for  the  middle  aile,  to  carry 
tip  the  walls  over  each  arcade,  for  the  purpose  of 
introducing  windows.  The  Normans,  on  account  of 
the  strength  of  their  walls,  formed  a  gallery  over  their 
arcades  ;  and  the  architects  of  the  pointed-arch  style, 
where  the  strength  of  the  building  allowed,  adopted 
the  same  mode. 

The  space  between  the  windows  over  the  arcade  is 
filled  with  twelve  richly-ornamented  niches,  canopied, 
and  finished  with  delicately-formed  pilasters,  and 
small  pinnacles,  with  crockets,  ending  in  a  trefoil  head. 
These  niches  are  supposed  to  have  been  occupied, 
previously  to  the  reformation,  by  statues  of  the  twelve 
apostles.  In  one  of  the  columns  on  the  north  side  of 
the  middle  aile,  there  is  a  large  niche,  highly  decorated, 
similarly  with  the  smaller  ones  just  mentioned.  This 
has  been  imagined  to  have  been  occupied  by  a  figure 
of  the  patron  saiut  of  the  church,  SU  Mary  Magdalen  ; 
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but  it  is  more  probable  that  this  niche  was  filled  with 
a  statue  of  the  Holy  Virgin,  or  with  a  crucifix. 

The  middle  aile,  and  the  two  ailes  immediately  next 
iti  are  undoubtedly  the  oldest  parts  of  the  church. 

The  two  outward  side-ailes,  and  the  porch  on  the 
south  side  of  the  church,  are  of  more  recent  construction. 
On  the  porch  there  is  the  date  1508,  from  which  it  is 
reasonable  to  infer,  that  these  parts  of  the  fabric  were 
finished  in  that  year,  and  that  the  church  had  been 
then  enlarg-ed  by  the  addition  of  these  two  ailes.  The 
porch  had  only  then  been  rebuilt  in  the  place  of  a 
former  one  pulled  down.  It  is  probable  that  as  the 
date  just  mentioned  was  the  last  year  of  the  reign  of 
king  Ilenry  the  seventh,  these  additions  might  give 
rise  to  the  opinion  that  the  tower  was  built  at  that  time. 
This  opinion  will  soon  be  shewn  not  to  be  well  founded, 
the  style  of  the  architecture  of  the  tower  being  totally 
different :  indeed  the  style  alone  will  point  out  the 
true  architect  of  such  a  beautiful  and  well-proportioned 
structure. 

The  tower  is  built  in  that  style  which  has  been 
denominated  by  the  best  English  writers  upon  the 
subject,  the  "  ornamented  gothic/'  Dr.  Toulmin  says 
that  "  it  was  most  probably  erected  by  king  Henry 
VII.  who,  when  he  came  to  the  crown,  rebuilt  many 
of  the  churches  in  Somersetshire,  in  the  style  of  the 
jlorid  gothic,  in  reward  of  the  attachment  of  that  county 
to  the  Lancastrian  party,  in  the  civil  wars  between  the 
houses  of  York  and  Lancaster." 

Dr.  Toulmin's  supposition,  with  respect  to  the  time 
of  erecting  this  tower,  is  one  with  which  the  editor  of 
these  pages  cannot  by  any  means  coincide.  The  tower 
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workmanship,  the  finials  ending  in  a  point,  the  anglesr 
ornamented  with  crockets,  and  each*  pinnacle  sur- 
mounted with  a  vane. 

This  tower  is  the  admiration  of  every  beholder, 
but  more  especially  of  those  who  have  any  taste  for 
architectural  elegance.  The  site  of  the  church  is 
indeed  peculiarly  favourable  to  its  being  seen  to  the 
gr€£itest  advantage ;  the  spectator  looking  at  it  through 
Hanimet-Street,  as  a  vista,  at  the  end  of  which  he 
sees  it,  with  its  beautiful  proportions  and  ornaments, 
its  lofty  battlements  and  pinnacles,  majestically  tower- 
ing above  all  the  surrounding  objects.' 

The  height  of  the  tower,  from  the  ground  to  the 
cornice,  is  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  feet,  and  of 
the  pinnacles,  thirty-two  feet,  making  in  the  whole 
one  hundred  and  fifty-three  feet.  From  its  top  there 
is  a  most  extensive  and  delightful  prospect  of  the  rich 
▼ale  of  Taunton-Dean,  which  may  justly  be  tiescribed 
as  '*  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,'*  The  view 
embraces  the  seats  of  the  neighbouring  gentry,  the 
windings  of  the  river  Tone,  the  spires  and  steeples  of 
numerous  village  churches,  the  beautiful  scenery  of 
the  Blackdown,  Pickridge,  and  Cotheleston  hills,  the 
pillar  at  Burton-Pynsent,*  Glastonbury  tor,andAlfred's 
tower,  at  Stourhead,  built  by  the  late  Mr.  Hoare. 

'  A  fine  etching  of  this  saperb  structure  was  made  from  actual 
admeasurement,  in  the  year  1806,  by  A.  P.  Moore,  of  London,  an 
iogenions  artist,  who  died  shortly  after.  The  plate  is  now  destroyed, 
and  the  etchings  are  become  fery  scarce  and  valuable. — A  few  of  the 
remaining  copies  may  be  had  of  Mr.  Poole,  printer,  Taunton. 

*  This  pillar  was  erected,  by  the  late  earl  of  Chatham,  as  a 
memorial  of  his  respect  for  sir  William  Pynsent,  who,  without  any 
personal  knowledge  of  him,  but  merely  from  the  high  opinion  he 
had  of  his  political  character^  had  left  him  the  property  at  Barton. 
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The  tower  is  furnished  with  a  peal  of  six  deep-toned 
bells,  and  with  chimes,'  which  play  every  three  hours. 

The  inside  of  the  church  measures  ninety-eight  feet 
in  length,  by  eighty-six  feet  in  breadth  in  the  widest 
part;  and  from  the  termination  of  that  part  to  the 
communion  table  fifty  feet  in  length,  contracting  first 
into  fifty-six,  and  then  into  seventeen  feet  in  breadth.^ 
The  roof  of  the  middle  aile  is  well  worthy  of  the 
notice  of  the  curious  observer.  In  the  centre  of  this 
aile  stand  the  reading  desk  and  pulpit,  beautifully 
enriched  with  carved  work.  In  some  of  the  windows 
are  the  remains  of  ancient  painted  glass. 

This  church  is  adorned  with  a  fine  and  well-toned 
organ,  built  by  subscription  in  1709:^  it  is  neatly 
and  commodiously  pewed,  and  with  the  galleries  is 
calculated  to  hold  a  very  numerous  congregation.^ 

The  records^  of  the  parish  are  reposited  in  the  north- 

'  June  9d,  1711,  a  new  clock  and  chimes  put  up  in  St.  Mary 
Magdalen's  tower. — Dr.  Toulmin^s  MSS, 

*  Jan.  3d,  1709,  the  organ  lately  built  in  St.  Mary  Magdalen's 
church,  was  opened. — Dr.  Toulmin*s  MSS. 

^  The  old  tattered  colours  of  the  33d  regiment  of  foot,  under 
which  they  were  engaged  in  several  actions,  during  the  refolutionary 
war  with  North.  America,  are  hung  up  in  the  chancel  of  this  church* 
On  the  arrival  of  that  regiment  in  this  town,  after  the  peace  of 
1783,  they  had  new  colours  presented  to  them,  which  were  con* 
secrated  here,  and  the  old  ones  deposited  in  the  festry.  The  actions 
in  which  the  33d  regiment  was  engaged  nnder  these  colours  iii' 
America,  were  those  of  Brooklyn,  in  Long  Island,  Aug.  %7th,  1776  ;. 
Brandywine,  Sept.  1 1th,  1777;  German-Town,  Oct.  4th,  1777  ; 
Freefield,  on  the  retreat  from  Philadelphia,  June  28th,  1777; 
Camden,  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  Aug.  16th,  1780;  Guilford^ 
March  15th,  1781 ;  and  in  the  defence  of  York-Town,  1781. 

^  Among  these  records^  there  U  an  old  diurclubook;  in  whicb 
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ea&t  pftrt  of  the  church,  where  there  is  a  small  Testry- 
room.     The  apartment  over  the   porch,  called   the 

are  the  following  remarkable  charges,  and  a  curious  inyentory  of 

the  plate  then  belonging  to  the  church  : — 

July  1,  1688.     Paid  for  ringing  on  the  thanksgiTing.da7  for 

the  birth  of  the  prince  of  Wales,   two  pounds. 

Jan.  12,  1689.     Paid  Hillard  (the  parish  sexton)  for  burying 

the  church  plate,  two  shillings  and  siz.pence. 

The  weight  and  inscriptions  of  the  communion   plate  are  as  , 

follow : — 

1.  One  large  siWer  flagon,  weighing  seyenty.seyen  oz.  one  dwt. 
haying  this  inscription  :  <<  Noycmber  the  20th,  1639.  The  goifte 
of  Mris.  Grace  Portman  to  the  parish  of  Taunton  Magdelen,  to 
bee  used  at  the  communioQ  for  eyer."  Oyer  this  inscriptioo 
there  is  engrayen  a  castle  in  an  escutcheon.  On  (he  top  of  the 
coyer  there  is  I.  H.  S.  surrounded  by  a  glory,  and  on  the  bottom 
the  initials  6.  P.  between  which  is  the  Portman  crest,  a  flenr.de- 
lys,  under  which  is  the  date,  ^630. 

2.  ^  Two  silyer  flagons,  gilt,  one  weighing  forty.three  ok.  and 
fiye  dwts.  the  other  weighing  forty.four  oz.  ten  dwts.  haying 
this  inscription  on  each :  Eccliae  parochiali  Sts.  Marie  Magdalene 
de  Taunton,  ibi  natus  educatus  Gull.  Smjth,  S.  T.  P.  coll.  Wad. 
hami,  Ozon.  nuper  guardian  us,  in  sacrosejus  usus  donayit.  1639." 
Under  this  inscription  is  the  castle,  as  on  the  large  flagon,  and  on 
the  coyers  are  the  letters  I.  H.  S.  surrounded  by  a  glory. 

4.  5.  Two  silyer  chalices,  gilt,  one  weighing  twenty  oz.  ten  dwts. 
the  other  twenty  oz.  fifteen  dwts.  haying  this  inscription  on  each^ 
^^  Deo  etecclesis  sacrum.  Robertus  Hill,  Londinensis,  olim  hujus 
parochie  alumnus,  dedit  banc  calicem  piae  memoris  ergo."  Under 
this  inscription  is  the  castle  as  before.  One  of  these  chalices  is 
dated  October  4th,  1630 ;  the  other  October  2dth,  1639.  On  the 
bottom  is  ^^  Burgus  et  yilla  de  Tauntoo."  The  coyers  of  these 
chalices  haye  on  their  tops  the  letters,  I.  H.  S.  surrounded  by  a 
glory,  and  weigh,  one  eight  oz.  ten  dwts.  the  other  nine  oz. 

6.  A  silyer  salyer,  weighing  sixteen  oz.  two  dwts.  with  this 
inscription,  surrounding  an  engraying  of  the  castle,  ^^  Christo  et 
ecclesie  sacra.     Bnrgus  et  yilla  de  Taunton*     Fatinam  haac  pab* 
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sanctum  sanctortimf  has  not  for  time  immemoriat  been 
appropriated  to  any  religious  or  parochial  use.  The 
inclosed  part  on  the  north-west,  called  the  consistory, 
is  used  by  the  archdeacon  of  Taunton,  when  he  holds 
his  visitation  here. 

The  vicarage  of  Taunton  St.-Mary-Magdalen  is 
in  the  patronage  of  Edward  Berkeley  Portman,  esq. 
of  Bryanston-hoase,  in  the  county  of  Dorset, 
f  

LIST   OF    THE   VICARS   OF  ST.   MARY  MAGDALEN, 

TAUNTON.' 

When  registers  were  first  kept  in  this  parish,  *- 

Dowel  was  vicar.     He  was  succeeded  by 

Thomas  Woodland,  Oct.  1568.     He  died  1604. 

John  Goodwin,  D.  D.   1604. 

Edward  Clark,  March,  1628.  He  is  said  to  have 
been  a  pious  and  learned  man,  and  was  succeeded  by 

George  Newton,  Jan.  1631. 

He  was  a  nati?e  of  De?onshire,  and  was  bora  in  1809.  He 
began  his  ministry  at  Bishop's-Hnll,  near  Taunton,  and  was  pre* 
sented  to  this  vicarage  by  sir  William  Portman  and  Mr.  Robert 


lico  SDmptu  obtulerunt  hnjusceecclesise  gnardiani,  in  festo  paschae^ 
anno  Domini,  1699." 

7.  8.  Two  silfer  alms  plates,  one  weighing  nine  oz.  eleven 
dwts.  the  other  nine  oz.  thirteen  dwts.  inscribed  <<  Taunton  Saint* 
Mary.Magdalen  communion  plate.*' 

The  whole  of  this  plate  is  deposited  with  the  senior  church- 
warden, and  is  well  and  carefully  preserved  in  strong  leather  cases, 
in  a  large  chest. 

'  From  the  parish  register  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  Dr.  Toul. 
min's  MSS. 

The  oldest  register  remaining  of  this  parish  for  bnrials,  begins 
June,  1558;  for  marriages,  August,  1558;  and  for  baptiima, 
February,  1558. 
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Hill.  When  the  <^  Book  of  Sports"  came  out,  by  order  of  cooncil^ 
in  the  reign  of  Charles  the  first,  and  was  commanded  to  be  read  in 
churches,  he  told  his  congregation,  that  he  read  this  book  as  the 
commandments  of  men  ;  and  he  then  immediately  read  the  20th 
chapter  of  Exodus,  as  the  commandments  of  Goo ;  but  as  these 
happened  to  be  contradictory  to  each  other,  he  acquainted  the 
people,  they  were  at  liberty  to  choose  which  they  liked  best.  In 
the  time  of  the  ci?il  commotions,  when  Taontoo  became  the  seat  of 
war,  he  spent  a  year  or  two  at  St.  Alban's,  in  Hertfordshire,  and 
preached  in  the  abbey  church  there ;  but  some  time  after  the  famom^ 
liege  was  raised,  he  returned  to  his  charge,  with  two  or  three  other 
ministers  who  had  accompanied  him  in  his  absence.^  His  preach- 
ing was  plain,  profitable,  and  successful.  He  was  eminent  for  his 
meekness  and  prudence,  and  kept  out  of  Taunton  those  divisions 
that  did  so  much  mischief  in  other  places.  In  1654,  he  was,  by 
ordinance  of  parliament,  one  of  the  assistants  to  the  commissioners 
for  ejecting  scandalous,  ignorant,  and  insuflEicient  ministers  and 
schoolmasters.  By  the  act  of  uniformity  he  was  depriYcd  of  his 
liying ;  but  after  he  was  silepced,  con?inced  that  it  was  his  duty 
to  continue  his  ministry,  he  took  care  to  preach  at  those  times 
when  he  might  be  least  exposed ;  but  notwithstanding  his  caution, 
he  was  apprehended  for  preaching,  and  imprisoned  for  several 
years.      After  he  obtained  his  liberty,  he  became  the  first  pastor  of 


'  In  Morgan's  Phoenix  Britannicus,  (¥ol  i.  p.  81,  83,)  there  is 
the  following  statement : — 

<<  St.  Mary  Magdalen^  Jug.  6,  1646.— Alexander  Hill,  of 
Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  gent,  to  settle  twenty  pounds 
per  annum,  for  ever,  upon  the  church  of  Mary  Magdalen  afore* 
said,  for  which  the  whole  fine  of  one  hundred  ninety.two  pounds 
eight  shillings,  is  remitted." 

To  understand  this,  it  is  to  be  obser?ed,  that  during  the 
Cromwell  usurpation,  all  royalists  were  termed  malignants  and 
delinquents,  and  were  heavily  fined.  At  Goldsmith's-hall,  in 
London,  there  sat  commissioners  for  compositions  with  delinquents, 
who  purchased,  by  this  means,  a  revenue  for  increasing  the  main* 
tenaace  of  the  ministers  of  the  church. 
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the  congregation  at  Paul's  meeting,  in  Paul-street,  in  tUs  town, 
fometime  between  1673  and  1677.  He  died  June  13,  1081,  aged 
79.  His  works  were,  <'  An  Eiposition  and  Notes  on  the  17th 
chapter  of  John,"  folio  ;  *<  The  Christianas  character  epitomised, 
a  sermon  on  Psalm  xci.  t.  16."  ^^  A  sermon  at  the  funeral  of  Mr. 
Joseph  AUejne,  and  an  account  of  his  life ;"  <^  A  sermon  at  the 
funeral  of  lady  Farewel ;"  and  <^  A  thanksgiving  sermon,  on  the 
11th  of  May." 

Emanuel  Sharpe,  April,  1663. 

The  father  of  this  gentleman,  dying  in  possession  of  the  rectory  of 
Badialton,  left  him  the  adrowson,  of  which  he  was  deprired  till  the 
restoration,  and  his  family,  consisting  of  a  wife  and  fife  chil. 
dren,  were  forced  to  spin  for  a  liTelihood.  During  the  Cromwell 
usurpation  he  wandered  up  and  down  DeTonshire,  teaching  school 
at  Dipford,  Ugbrook,  and  Dartmouth.  A  great  man  offered  him 
preferment  if  he  would  gife  up  his  principles,  but  he  refused  it  on 
such  terms.  He  retired  at  last  to  Marldon,  which  is  a  chapelry 
belonging  to  the  Ticarage  of  Painton,  where  he  found  quiet  and 
support  unti)  the  restoration,  when  he  not  only  enjoyed  Badialton, 
but  obtained  this  vicarage.  He  died  1679,  and  was  buried  in  the 
chancel  of  the  church.  Walker  says  he  was  a  learned  man,  of  a 
sober  and  yery  exemplary  conyersation. 

William  Cross,  B.  D.  February,  1679.     Buried  in 
November,  1683. 
Walter  Uarte,  M.  A.     November,  1683. 

He  was  also  fellow  of  Pembroke  college,  Oxford;  prebendary  of 
Wells  ;  and  canon  of  Bristol.  Refusing  to  take  the  oaths  at  the 
reyolution,  he  lost  all  his  preferments  ;  and  retiring  to  Kentbury^ 
in  Berkshire,  he  remained  there  till  his  death,  February  10,  1730^ 
at  the  great  age  of  05.^      He  was  regarded  as  a  principal  pillar  of 


'  He  had  a  son  of  both  his  names,  who  was  author  of  a  collec. 
tion  of  poems,  with  many  curious  emblematical  engrayings,  called 
^<  The  Amaranth,"  printed  in  1767,  in  an  octayo  ? olume.  He  wu 
a  canon  of  Windsor,  and  is  better  known  for  his  <<  History  of  the 
Life  of  Gustavus  Adolphus,"  a  work  very  valuable  for  the  variety 
and  authenticity  of  the  materials  which  are  there  collected,  but  vrhicb 
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the  nonjuriog  cause.  It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance,  and  deserrine 
of  being  perpetuated,  as  conferring  equal  honour  on  all  the  parties, 
that  the  three  successors  of  bishop  Ken,  the  great  friend  of  Mr. 
Harte,  Kidder,  Hooper,  and  Wynn,  all  contrived  that  he  should 
receiTe  the  profits  of  his  prebend  of  Wells,  so  long  as  he-llTed. 
There  are  two  engrafed  portraits  of  Mr.  Harte,  the  first,  whea 
lie  was  in  his  39th  jear,  1685,  engraTed  by  Hibbart,  after  Zelmaa, 
and  the  other,  inscribed  ^^  Macarius,"  a  small  head.piece,  in  his 
son's  book,   called  <<  The  Amaranth." 

Richard  Doble,  1690.     Resigned  1695. 
Nathaniel  Mark  wick,  Oct.  1695.    Resigned  1703. 

He  was  author  of  two  Yolnmes  of  tracts  on  the  Seventy  Weeks 
of  Daniel,  the  Apocalyptic  Visions,  &c.  He  was  esteemed  a  man 
of  extraordinary  piety,  and  is  said  to  have  had  no  other  motire  for 
resigning  his  Ticarage,  than  his  inability  to  effect  the  spiritual: 
improTement  of  his  parishioners  to  the  extent  of  hb  wishes. 

Thomas  Gale,  April,  1703.    Buried  October,  1727. 
John  Boswell,  A.  M.  October,  1727. 

This  gentleman  was  descended  from  the  family  of  the  Boswells, 
in  Gloucestershire,  and  was  born  at  Dorchester,  Jan.  23,  1698. 
He  was  educated  at  Abbey-Milton  school,  in  Dorsetshire,  under 
the  ReT.  George  Marsh  ;  was  entered  of  Baliol  college,  Oxford, 
and  a  commoner  in  the  same  house.  He  did  not  take  hfs  bachelor's 
degree  till  1720,  being  called  away  from  college  to  be  tutor  to  lord 
Kinnaird.  He  took  his  roaster's  degree  at  St.  John's  college, 
Cambridge  ;  was  ordained  deacon  by  Dr.  Potter,  bishop  of  Oxford, 
in  Christ.Church,  Oxford,  and  priest,  at  Wells,  by  Dr.  Hooper, 
bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  He  was  presented  to  the  hying  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  by  Henry  Portman,  esq.  in  October,  1737» 
His  other  preferment  was  a  prebend  in  the  cathedral  churdt  of 


much  disappointed  the  expectation  of  the  public,  in  respect  of  the 
style  and  manner  in  which  it  is  written.  But  the  learning  and  amiable 
qualities  of  Mr.  Harte,  added  to  his  filial  piety,  give  the  man  a  higk 
place  in  the  estimation  of  those  whose  judgments  may  dispose  them 
not  to  think  so  faTOurably  of  the  author •'^Nobk^s  Granger^  toI*. 
ill.  p.  147. 
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Wells.      He  died  id  June,  1750,  aged  58. — la  the  year  17S0,  he 
published  a  sermon,  on  Psalm  zti.  7,  preached  on  the  annirersary 
of  king  Charles  the  second's  restoration.    In  1738,  there  appeared 
from  his  ppn  the  first  part  and  first  folume  of    ^'  A  Method  of 
Study  ;  or  an  Useful  Library  :"  containing  short  directions,  and  a 
catalogue  of  books,  for  the  study  of  sererai  valuable  parts  of 
learning,  namely,  geography,  chronology,  history,  classical.learn. 
ing,    natural  philosophy,    painting,    architecture,    and  heraldry. 
The  author  professes  that  his  yiew,  in  this  work,  was  to  assist  poor 
clergymen  in  their  studies,  and  to  induce  young  gentlemen  to  look 
Into  books.  The  plan  he  pursued  was  to  point  out  the  chief  particu. 
lars  necessary  to  be  known  in  seTeral  useful  parts  of  learning,  and 
to  prescrilie  a  method  for  acquiring  them.      To  this  end  he  recom- 
mends such  books  as  treat  of  them,  lays  down  the  order  in  which 
they  should  be  read,  attempts  a  character  of  each,  and  points  out 
their  peculiar  excellencies.  In  1743,  Mr.  Boswell  gave  to  the  public 
the  second  part  and  second  volume  of  his  ^^  Method  of  Study.*'  The 
study  of  divinity  is  the  subject  of  this  volume;  and  the  particular 
topics  discussed  are  the  rise  of  the  Hebrew  tongue,  the  duties 
of  the  ministerial   functions,  natural  and   revealed  religion :   the 
chapter  on  the  last  head  includes  a  discourse  on  the  heathen  oracles, 
and  miracles,  and  some  remarks  on  Mr.  Sale's  ^^  Strictures"  on 
Dr.   Pridcaux's  ^^  Life  of  Mahomet;"  and  it  is  followed  by  a 
dissertation  on  the  resemblance  between  the  sacred  and  profane 
account  of  things.     Mr.  Boswell  designed  a  third  volume,  on  the 
reading  of  the  scriptures,  and  on  the  doctrine  and  constitution  of 
the  church  of  England,  with  a  dissertation  on  the  Assyrian  empire ; 
but  never  published  it.     This  work  shews  the  author's  learning; 
but  the  utility  of  it  is  now,  in  a  great  measure,  superseded,  by  the 
progress  of  knowledge,  and  the  publication,  since  its  appearance, 
of  many  treatises  on  the  different  parts  of  science,  much  superior 
to  those  which  it  recommends.     Mr.  Boswell  had  the  reputation  of 
being  a  good  scholar,  and  excelled  in  a  proper  and  graceful  pro. 
nunciation  in  the  pulpit  and  the  desk. 

William  Chafin,  Nov.  1756.  Resigned  June,  1803. 
Francis  Hunt  Clapp,  July  1803.    Died  Oct.  1818. 
Henry  Bower,  M.  A.  chaplain  to  the  earl  of  Rose« 
berry,  April,  1819. 
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IN  ST.  MARY  MAGDALEN'S  CHURCH. 


Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 

Major.Geoeral  ROBERT  DOUGLAS, 

Who  died  June  7th,  1798,  Aged  54, 

Sincerely  regretted  by  all  his  Relatives  &  Friends. 

After  serTing  his  Country  Forty  Years 

In  all  quarters  of  the  Globe, 

He  fell  a  Victim  to  the  faUl  effects  of  Climate. 

His  Remains  lie  interred  near  this  Spot. 

Also  to  the  Memory  of  his  Son,  John  Douglas, 

Captain  in  the  54th  Regt.  of  Foot, 

Who  died  of  the  Yellow  Fever,  at  St.  Kitt's,  July  lltb,  1796, 

In  the  22d  Year  of  his  Age. 

This  tribute  of  gratitude  is  erected  by  her 

Who  lives  to  deplore  the  loss 

Of  the  best  of  Husbands 

And  a  beloved  Son. 


Within  a  Vault  in  the  adjoining  Church.yard, 

On  the  east  side,  are  deposited  the  mortal  Remains 

Ofthe  Rev.  THOMAS   COOKES,    Rector  of  Notgrove, 

And  late  of  Barbourne. House,   in  the  County  of  Worcester. 

He  departed  this  life  in  the  74th  Year  of  his  age, 

On  the  first  of  December,  1809. 

Those  of  the  present  generation,  who  recollect  him  while  living. 

Will,  in  the  remembrance  of  his  many  benevolent  actions. 

Feel  for  the  loss  that  has  been  sustained  by  the  poor 

And  the  distressed; 
Who  invariably  recognized  in  him  their  unaffected  Friend 

And  disinterested  Patron. 

And  may  those  who  are  yet  unborn, 

And  to  whom  the  virtues  of  the  dear  Object 

Whom  we  here  commemorate  were  unknown, 

Reap  from  the  perusal  of  this  tablet 

The  only  advantage  of  the  comfortable  and  most  consoling  trathf 

That  a  Life, 

Which  was  spent  in  charitable  and  virtuous  actions, 

Was  at  length,  in  the  fulness  of  years. 

Closed  by  a  Deatli 

FoU  of  Hope  and  pious  Reslguation* 
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In  Memory  of 

GEORGE  HART,  Esq. 

R.  Admiral  of  the  White  Squadron  of  H.  M.  Fleet, 

Who  departed  this  Life  ^8th  April,  18 IS,  in  his  60th  year  * 

In  his  Profession,  zealous,  intrepid,  humane, 
A  fond  Father,  an  affectionate  Husband,  a  pious  Christian. 

Also  of  Mart.Anne, 

His  fourth  Daughter, 

Who  departed  this  Life  on  the  8th  June,  1813^ 

*  In  her  18th  Year, 

After  a  lingering  Illness, 

Which  her  amiable  Disposition  and  pious  Mind 

Enabled  her  to  bear  with  Patience  and  Resignation. 

Also  of  HENR Y.CHICHESTER, 

His  only  Son, 

Who  on  the  30th  June,  1813,  and  the  24th  Year  of  his  Age, 

A  Lt.  of  the  Royal  Navy  and  first  of  H.  M.  S.  Venus, 

Was  cut  off,  in  the  Execution  of  his  Duty, 

In  Carlisle  Bay,  Barbadoes ; 

Beloted  and  regretted  by  his  Brother  Officers, 

His  Ship's  Company,  and  all  who  knew  him. 

This  is  erected 

By  Annk,  the  Widow  and  Mother  of  the  deceased, 

A  feeble  but  sincere  Token  of  her  Affection  and  Regret. 

Also  of  ANNE  HART,  the  Wife  of 
Rear-Admiral  Hart,  who  died  the  31st  of  March,  1815, 

Aged  60  Years. 


Sacred    to    the  Memory  of 

WILLIAM  SWEET, 

Who,  after  a  long  and  painful  illness. 

Which  he  bore  with  Christian  fortitude  and  resignation, 

Departed  this  Life, 

April  20th,  1803,  Aged  56. 

He  was  an  affectionate  Husband, 

And  a  tender  Father. 

Also  of  his  two  Sons, 

William  and  Thomas, 

Whom  it  pleased  Providence 

To  take  from  this  Worid,  just  as  they  were  entering 

Upon  its  active  duties. 
William  died  August  1st,  1807,  Aged  21. 
Thomas  died  Sept.  Md,  1808,  Aged  20. 


ANNE,  the  Wife  of  William  de  Visme, 

Of  Hatch-Beauchamp,  in  the  County  of  Somerset,  Esq, 

She  died  the  Idtb  July,  1799,  aged  27  Yean« 
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Sacred  to  the  Memory 

Of  the  Reverend  MATTHEW  WARREN, 

A  most  venerable  Divine ; 

Learned  without  pride, 

Pious  without  Ostentation,  Prudent  without  Sabtiitj, 

Facetious  without  rudeness. 

Grave  without  austerity.  Zealous  without  Fanaticism  ; 

Who,  descended  from  the  ancient  Earls  of  Warren, 

Embraced  with  a  most  cordial  affection, 

liis  friends,  his  neighbours,  and  the  whole  Chvrch  of  Christ. 

He  was  of  a  graceful  aspect, 
Of  a  polite  and  gentle  disposition,  and  of  the  sweetest  maoners. 

Elegance,  Candour,  and  Modesty, 

Ran  through  his  Discourses. 

Bom  at  Otterford  in  the  County  of  DeroD, 

Educated  at  Oxford, 

Taunton  was  a  long  time  the  Field  of  his  Labours, 

Where  lie  was  Pastor  of  a  Presbyterian  Congregation. 

He  also  instructed 
Many  young  Men  in  Piety  and  sacred  Learning  ; 

Which  double  offices 

He  discharged  faithfully,  diligently,  soberly, 

Peaceably,  and  with  much  praise. 

Until  the  14th  day  of  June,    1706, 

When  Goo  called  him  to  his  heavenly  Rest. 


Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 

WILLIAM  FRAUNCEIS,  Esq. 

Son  of  John  Fraunceis  Gwyn,  Esq.  and  Sarah,  his  wife. 

Of  Ford-Abbey, 

In  the  County  of  ENbvou, 

Who    departed    this   life 

November  2d,  1815, 

Aged  41  Years. 


ELIZABETH  and  HANNAH  GARDNER, 

Daughters  of  John  Gardner,  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  Bath. 
Interred  together,  August  18th,  1665. 

Here  lie  two  plants  twisted  by  death  in  one. 
When  that  was  dead  could  this  survive  alone  ? 
They  were  heav'n  ripe,  and  therefore  gone,  we  find 
Ripe  fruit  fall  off  while  raw  doth  stick  behind. 
They  are  not  lost,  but  in  those  joys  remain. 
Where  friends  may  see  and  joy  in  them  again. 
(Their  age) 

1«  Here  Learn  to  Die  betlMes  Least  happILLIe^ 
2m  Ere  yee  begin  to  UYe  ye  CoMe  to  I>ye. 
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Sacred  to  tlie  Memory  of 

ANN, 

Third  Daughter  of  Robert  Ord, 

Late  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  Scotland, 

By  Marjr,  eldest  daughter  of  Sir  John  Darnell,  Knt. 

And  Wife  of  Anovs  Macdonald,  M.  D. 

Of  this  Place. 

In  whom  were  combined 

With  the  utmost  Suarity  of  Manners^ 

Piety  without  Bigotry, 

Good  Sense  without  Affectatbn. 

Endeared  to  all  who  knew  her. 

She  was  taken  from  this  World 

The  10th  of  October,  1801,  aged  54  Tears. 

This  humble  Tribute  to  her  Memory 

Is  erected  by  her  Affectionate  Husband. 

Also  in  Commemoration  of 

KENNETH  MACKENZIE, 

Of  Dolphinton  in  Scotland,  AdvocatiS, 

A  Young  Man 

Endeared  by  his  amiable  Qualities 

And  public  Virtues  to  all  who  knew  him. 

He  departed  this  life  at  the  House 

Of  his  Uncle,  Dr.  Macdonald, 

The  33d  of  November,   1805,  Aged  38  Years. 


Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  the 

Key.  FRANCIS   HUNT  CLAPP, 

Vicar  of  Taunton  Saint  Mary  Magdalen^ 

Who  departed  this  life 

October  19th^  1818,  Aged  59  Years. 


Major.General  ROBERT  DOUGLAS, 

Who  departed  this  life  the  7th  of  June,  1798,  aged  54  years. 

Also  the  remains  of  ANNA  MARIA, 

Daughter  of  the  aboTO, 

Who  died  May  3d,  1808,  aged  ^4. 

.  Also  the  remains  of  Mrs.  ANN  1  YNDALL, 

Aunt  to  the  above  Anna  Maria  Douglas, 

Who  died  June  94th,  1809,  aged  64. 


JOHN  BUNCOMBE, 
Apothecary,  of  this  parish,  who  departed  this  life  January  the  8th, 
1785,  ag^  61  Years.     Also  JOAN,    wife  of  the  aboTe  Johk 
JBuHCOMSBi  who  departed  this  Ufe  Dec  5th|  1787^  agid  C3  years. 

L 
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M.  $. 
GEORGU  LANGLEY, 

Filii  unjoi, 

jl^^ofesfseutis  exioijia  ¥Lrtutibas  •iQati^ 

Quippe  ciii 

Ad  Christl  Domini  nofttrl  in^HHita  scite  coleDdura, 

Ad  Christianjl  homJiQia  offiicia  hpjaestc  obenndam^ 

Uf^c-  indoles  bof^  oec  laboK 

Dpqrat  plus. 

^i^n,  q|aibttspuD<|ue  ev.9^  noa^ 

Ipse,  yelat  pM>v^cUoi;i  aelajt<;,  utam  institiiebat ; 

SoqiU  ip^riQps  Bot»  ae  geiiebat  facUjem  ; 

(J)i|ia^ii|gefMs  perditfastceDu^  qoi^ctabpitof]^ 

Nqc  id  oa,  re  animna 

tJju^ttAiD  TAcillabaA. 

Hunc  juTenem  piuro  et  propositi  tenacem 

JEtas,  sodaleS]^  emolumenta,  mores,  tempora^ 

ff  aud  facerent 

Ut  GvKim  hodierna  peteret  stnltitia^ 

Aut  mente  quati  posset  solida. 

In  Arte  Chirurgica  adeo  proflecit^^ 

Vt  omnes  uno  ore  omnia  bona  dicere  ; 

Omnes  fortunas  eorum  laodare, 

Qui  gnatam,  eheu  !  haberent ' 

Tali  ingenio  pneditum. 

Abi,  Lector, 

Ety.adlhiyiia  egregii  adolescentis 

Exemplar, 

Bisce  Tiirere^ 

Disce  morj. 

Objitr  1^?  Calend.  Janoasii,  l,n$^ 

Anno  iEtatis  ii^. 

(IN  EJ^GLISB.) 

Sacred  to  the  Memory 

Of  GEORGE  LANGLEY, 

Only  Son 

Of  Rufas  Langley  and  Elizabeth  his  Wife ; 

Ac,  Youth  adorned  with  extraordinary  Virtueay 

And  one  in  whom 
Nelth^i^  a  good  diiiposition  nor  pious  exertions 

Were  wanting 

For  a  due  obserrance  of  the  ordinanctVof  our  Lord, 

And  a  laudablo  discharge  of  the  Dnttes  of  a  Christian. 

In  whateter  company  he  was, 
He  ocmducted  himself  like  one  of  »  more  adyanced.i^; 

Aad  whOtlM  raidiiy  cempUedwitli^  tiie  wiAet  of  die  rirtimfi 
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He  brarely  resisted  tbe  importantties  of  the  profligate; 

Nor  in  this  respect  did  hts  heart  eTer  wayer, 

iToiith,  company,  adfantage,  the  times,  the  manners^ 

Were  all  equally  incapable 

Of  inditcing  this  pious  and  steady  young  maa 

To  iosutt  U eaten  with  the  folly  of  the  present  daySj 

Or  of  shakimg  his  firm  Resolution. 

Id  the  Art  of  Surgery  he  made  such  Proficiency^ 

That  all  with  one  accord  said  every  thing  in  his  phuse  j 

And  all  extolled  the  good  Fortune  of  those 

Who  had,  alas!  a  Sod 

Endow^  with  such  a  DbpositioD. 

Reader,  go,  and  after 

The  Example 

Of  this  excellent  Youth, 

*  Learn  to  live, 

Learn  to  die. 

He  departed  this  Life  the  90th  of  Dec  H^Zj 

In  the  2^  year  of  his  Age. 


fOJV  A  BRASS  PLATE.) 

Here  Christopher  Saunders  daughter  sleeps  under  this  marble  stone. 
Whose  Christian  lyfe  and  godly  end  to  God  and  world  is  known* 
She  Elenor  by  name  was  call'd,  and  eke  was  Lewis  Pope's  Wyfe, 
With  whome  in  all  humility  and  Ioto  she  led  her  Lyfe. 
Admidst  the  bitter  panges  of  death  at  no  tyme  did  she  cease. 
To  parents  and  to  husband   both  bequeathing  loTe  and  peace ; 
And  strengthned  she  abore  all  strength  did  suffer  paines  with  joye, 
Embracinge  Christ,  bid  world  adieu,  but  kept  her  unborne  boy. 

Obiit  12  Decemb.  Id95. 

SIMON  SAUNDERS,  Gentleman, 
Of  Taunton,  who  deceased  the  first  of  Maye,  anno  Domini  1  J9l. 

y  i¥it  post  Ainere  virtus. 

Thy  corpse  in  grave  enclosed, 

Cannot  thy  deeds  commend : 
Thy  hundred  pound  by  will  disposed, 

Shall  to  the  worlde's  end. 
Thou,  living,  cladst  the  naked  back. 

Thou,  dying,  didst  provide  ; 
Forever  to  supply  this  lack, 

Atth)'  appointed  tyde. 
God  grant  that  this  thy  bounty  rare 

May  good  disposers  find : 
Not  slothful  to  perform  this  caro 

According  to  thy  mind. 
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ELIZABETH, 
The  wife  of  Simon  Saunders,  i*ho  depaKed  this  life  the  5th  Day 

of  July,  1736,  aged  37  years. 
Also  CHARLES  STUBBS, 
Who  departed  this  life  the  Ist  Day  of  April,  1760,  aged  52  Years. 
Bless'd  be  the  Lord  for  all,  my  Hasbmnd  dear, 
Bless'd  be  thy  Memory  for  thy  Lore  sincere  ; 
With  Patience,  Mildness,  Charity  possest, 
•For  eTery  Goodness  by  thy  friends  caressed. 
When  all  thy  Virtues  to  my  mind  I  call, 
I  cannot  bnt  lament  thy  sudden  fall ; 
Man^s  life  b  measured  by  his  works,  not  days. 
And  life  Immortal  crowns  all  Mortal  Praise. 

Here  under  lyeth  buried  the  body  of 

RICHARD  HUISH,  Esq. 

Borne  in  Taunton,  and  anciently  descended  of  the  familie  of  the 

Huyshesof  Denyford  in  the  Countie  of  Somerset.     He  founded 

the  Hospital  in  Mawdelyn  Lane  in  Tawnton  for  thirteene  poor 

men,  Ix^unne  by  himselfe,  in  his  liTe  tyme,  and  finished  by  his 

executors  after  his  death ;  and,  (for  reliefe  of  the  said  poore  men) 

he  ga?e  by  his  last  will  one  hundred  and  three  poonds  by  the 

.yeare  for  ever  ;  yssuing  out  of  certaine  howses  aiid  tenements  in 

^the  Black  Fryars,  London,  and  also  by  his  sayd  will,  he  gave 

one  hundred  pounds  a  yeare  for  ever  out  of  the  sayd  tenements 

for  the  maintenance  of  fyve  schollars  of  his  name  of  Huysh 

and  kindred  at  one  or  both  of  the  uniTersitys  of  Oxford  or 

Cambridge,  and  dyed  in  the  true  fa3rthe  of  Christ  Jesus,  xxiiL 

day  of  February,  anno  Domini  1615. 

Orate  pro  anima  JOHANNiS  TOOSE,  Mercatoris,  Tantonie, 
qui  obiit  19  die  mehsis  Aprilis,  anno  Salutis,  1502,  cujus  anime 
propicietur  Dens,  Amen. 

Thaiis^ — Pn^for  the  Soul  of  John  Toose  of  Taunton,  merchant, 
-who  died  the  19th  of  April,  1502;  on  whose  Soul  God  have 
Mercy !  Amen. 

This  Inscription  is  on  the  first  Stone  in  the  Middle  Aile  going 
from  the  belfrey,  and  is  "die  oldest  in  the  church  except  some  few 
partly  covered  by  the  pews. 


H  F  S 
Corpus  JOHANNIS, 
Filii  Roger!  HO  ARE,  Generosi,  et  Bettis  Uzoris  ejus,  obiit  1* 
Januarij  1739.  Hie  jacet  etiam  dicta  BETTIA,  quae  obiit  17* 
Sept.  1742,  JStat.  36.  Hie  pariter  requiescit  corpus  HENRICI 
HOARE,  filii  natu  maximi  dicti  Rogeri  et  Bettiae,  obiit  19 
Januarij,  1743,  iEtat.   17. 
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H.  S.  I. 
Vir  Rererendas  JOHANNES  BOS  WELL,  A.  M.  pnebendariuf 
Wellensiset  hujus  ecclesiae  vicarias ;  quern  pastorem  attente  sedulum 
probeque  fidelem  deflent  parochiaDi,  filiam  pientissimuin  et  defen. 
sorem  eiimium  ecclesia  loget  Anglicana,  nee  aon  scriptorem 
apprime  elegaDtem,  summeque  literatum.  Obiit  Anno  Salutis 
1755,  ^Utis  58. 

nai  isy — Here  lies  the  ReTerend  John  Boswelf,  A,  M .  preben. 
dary  of  Wells  and  vicar  of  this  church,  whom  his  parishiouers 
lament  as  a  diligent  and  faithful  pastor  ;  and  the  church  of  England 
mourns  as  a  pious  son,  an  excellent  defender,  and  a  most  elegant 
and  learned  writer.  He  departed  this  life  in  the  year  1756,  iti  the 
58th  year  of  his  age. 

JOHN  MALLACK, 
Of  Follands,  gent,  who  departed  this  life  November  23d.  1678. 

Also  ROGER  MALLACK, 
Fuller,  of  this  town,  who  died  the  36  of  March,  aged  34,  in  1724. 

Also   EUZABETH   and  SUSANNA, 

His  daughters,  who  died  the  same  year. 

Also  SCARAB  BOSWELL, 

Wife  of  Roger  Mallack,  who  died  June  14th,  1741,  aged  75  years,. 

And  likewise  relict  of  the  Re?.  John  Boswell,    late  vicar  of 

Taunton  St.  Mary  Magdalen. 

Also  SARAH  PEPPIN, 

Wife  of  Sydenham  Peppin,  surgeon,  of  tbis  town,  and  daughter  of 

Roger  Mallack,  who  died  September  7th,  1783,  aged  60  years. 

Also  the  above.nam'd  SYDENHAM  PEPPIN, 

Who  departed  this  life  June  10th,  1787,  aged  70  years. 

June  18th,  1787,  Mary  Boswell  removed  her  mother  out  of  this  vault.. 


Hie  JBcet  domhiuB  JOSEPHUS  ALLEINE, 
Holocaastum,  Tauntonenses,  et  Deo  et  vobis. 
Here  Mr.  Joseph  A  Heine  lyes, 
To  God  and  you  a  Sacrifice. 

To  the  Memory  of  Mr.  EDWARD  CLARK, 
Master  of  Arts,  late  the  godly  learned  pastor  of  this  church,  who 

died  Dec.  31st,  and  ANN,  his  wife,  who  died  17th  of  the  same 

month,  1630. 

Not  that  they  need  a  monument  to  keep 

Theyr  names  from  mouldring  while  theyr  bodies  sleepe^ 

Wrapt  up  in  dark  oblivion  ;    not  that  they 

Need  trust  to  statues,  pillars,  poesy, 

Theyr  dead  memorial  from  the  dust  to  raise. 

As  if  theyr  persons  had  outlived  theyr  praise; 

Some  friends  erecting  this,  have  signified 

Theyr  love  expired  not  with  them  when  they  dyed. 
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GuHelmus,  Filius  Hcnrici  GERVAIS. 
DeTaiintoD,Gciiero8i,obiit  nono  die  Augusti,  AnnoDomini^lQM* 

iEtat.  suae  18. 

GBORGB  AT  WOOD,  B.  D. 
Archdeacon  of  Taanton,  died  15th  Dec.  A.  D.  1752,  iEtat.  68. 

MARY, 

The  wife  of  Gbobgb  Atwood,  B.  D.  Archdeacon  of  Taunton^ 

died  January  39th,  A.  D.  1733,  MtAi.  41.  ^ 

EMANUEL  SHARP, 
Who  died  the  30th  of  January,  1678,  after  he  had  been  Ylcar  of  tUa 

town  16  Years,  aged  70  Years. 

ELIZABETH, 

His  wife,  who  died  the  10th  of  March,  1689. 

MARGARITE, 
His  eldest  daughter,  who  died  the  l4th  of  June,  1684. 

Depositnm 

BERNARDI  SMITH| 

Higusce  Oppidi  bis 

Praetor  is,  Qui  obijt 

XXi  Die  Mensis 

Angusti,  Anuo  Pominl^ 

MDCXCVI, 
Et  ^tatis  suae 

Quinqna^csimo 
Secundo,  hie 
Requiescitin  Spe  * 

Beatss  resurrectionis. 

(That  is,) 

Here  rest  in  hope  of  a  blessed  resarrection 

The  reniains  of  BERNARD  SMITH| 

Twice  mayor  of  this  town, 

Who  died  the  31st  of  August,  I69a,  in  the  63  year  of  his  age. 

CHARITY  SMITH, 

,Wife  of  the  said  Bcrnard  Smith,  who  departed  this  life  the  8tli 
day  of  February,  1715,  iEtat.  sue  73,  Sihe  was  the  daughtoff 
and  last  child  of  the  Reverend  Emanuel  Sharp,  who  waa  Yi<^ 
of  this  Town  16  Years. 

MARY  SMITH, 

Daughter  of  the  said  Bernard  and  Charitt  SifiTn,  who  departed 
this  Life  the  8th  day  of  Sepk  Anno  Dom.  1714,  <£tat,  9um  31. 

WILLIAM  MILES, 
Of  this  Parish,  Mercer,  who  departed  this  life  the  30th  day  of 

April,  1767,  aged  31  years. 

Likewise  tha  Wife  of  the  above  William  Miles,  who  departed  thif 

Vk  JuM  the  nth,  1780^  aged  4%jtm. 
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Subter  himc  Uipidem  sepultae  jticeht  reliquis 
MARINE  BLIZABETH^  ^OSJE  DE  CLEROQ,  qiise  obiit 
Tjgesimo  die  Notetnbris,  anno  Domitii  1797.  aeUtis  suae  n. 

R.  I.  F. 
Cam  vixit,  mbrfens  plbrata  e^t. 

(Tkaiis.) 

Utt&e^  this  stbn^  Ar^  interred 

Themniihlsor  MARY  KLIZABETtt  ROSE  tJfe  CLERdQ, 

Who  died  the  20th  df  Ndt.  1707,  in  the  ^2d  year  of  her  age. 

May  shi^  rest  in  p^ti^  I 
She  lived  b^lo?dd,  and  djing  was  iamenteci. 

MAURICE  Hammond, 

Of  this  towne,  woollen-drafver,  whd  defMirted  this  life  the  14th  day 

of  December^  anno  ddmikii  1667* 
Aera  lies,  ye  friends^  behold  it  and  cbndole^ 
A  body  worne  out  by  aa  acti? e  soul ; 
The  sheath  cut  thorough  by  too  keen  a  blade^ 
Which  heaven  hath  wrapt  up  till  a  new  ba  aArae. 

WILLIAM  MURRAY, 
Of  fe[ydw60d,  in  the  County  of  Atinandale,  North  Britain,  Wn^ 
departed  this  life  the  10th  Day  of  April)  1719,  aged  ^  yearSr 
Like  to  a  spreadinff  rose  in  undue  time, 
Pluckt  by  the  hand  of  death  when  in  his  prime, 
So  was  this  youth,  whose  friends  do  sadly  mourn^ 
He  canhot  unto  them  again  return. 
Bat  Oh  !    where  should  spirits  be  but  above, 
Etftmally  to  praise  the  God  of  love? 

Also  JAMES  Murray, 

The  brother  of  the  above-said  William  Murray,  who  departed  this 
life  the  29th  day  of  April,  1756,  aged  68  years. 

THOMAS  NEWMAN,  tf.  P. 
Who  died  the  27th  Day  of  August,  1747,  aged  69  ^ears. 

ELIZABETH^ 
The  wife  of  Thomas  Newtnan,  N;  Pi  of  HulJ.BIshbt^s,  who  died 

the  15th  Day  of  Atlghst,  1715« 

Also  ELIZABE^rH, 

The  dfloghiet  &t  th«  said  Thotuas  Newman j  #K6  died  th«  l9tk  of 

March^  ift^i 
Move  not  this  stdne 
For  any  on* ; 
For  His  6ur  r^ti^st 
Tb  be  at  rest, 
'Till  the  great  Day 
We  must  aWay 
Togetti^r  g6 

To  blhrs  0t  w6fc: 
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THOMAS  HANCOCK, 
Son  of  the  late  Thomas  and  Haonah  Hancock,  who  deputed  thif 

life  April  7th«   1704,  ag<Hl  64  years. 

Also  HANNAH  HANCOCK, 

Daughter  of  the  abo?e  Thomas  Hancock,   who  departed  this  life 

May  25th,   1794,  in  the  Slst  year  of  her  age. 

Also   BKTTY   HANCOCK, 

The  wife  of  the  aboTe   Thomas  Hancock,   who  departed  iliis  life 

April  37,  1795,  aged  54  years. 

Also  MARY  UARMAN, 

Daughter  of  the  above  Thomas  and  Betty  Hancock,  who  departed 

this  life  December  30,  1795,  io  the  nd  yetur  of  her  age. 

ELIZABETH, 

The  wife  of  Mr.  Joshna  DrWer,  and  daughter  of  Mr.  JohnYardy 

who  departed  this  life  Feb.  15th,  1715,  iEtot.  xiii. 

Also  the  said  JOHN  YARD 

Of  this  to-  n,  twicf*  ma\or  of  this  corporation,  who  departed  thb 

life  the  15th  Angvst,  anno  dom.  1731,  ^itat.  M. 

Also  Mrs.  SARAH  TaRD, 

Daughter  of  the  said  M  r.  John  Yard,  died  Aug.  Idth,  1747,  aged  42. 

ROBERT  MORE, 
Who  was  shot  in  the  head,  and  defiarted  this  life  the  8th  day  of 

Ma\,  1645. 

Also  ROBERT  CARVIN, 

Who  departed  this  life  the  Ist  day  of  September*  1055. 

Also  MARY  HICKES,         % 
The  wife-  of  Richard  Hickt*8,  of  Hull.Bishops, 
Who  was  just  to  all,  charitable  to  the  poor, 
Last  Mnr)  Hickes  first  Mary  More ; 

Who  died  the  3d  day  of  November,  1644. 
Here  >1  ARGARET  CARVIN'S  leliques  lye, 
Whose  aged  soul  Christ  home  did  take, 
To  reignt*  with  him  :  lo !  all  must  dye, 
And  to  their  final  judgment  wake. 
Reader,  prepare,  for  thus  roust  then 
To  death's  impartial  sceptre  bow. 
Obiit  zix  die  Feb.  anno  Domini  1679,  JEtatissa»  84. 

MATTHEW  HICKES 
Of  this  town,  who  departed  this  life  on  the  35th  day  of 

December,  1666. 
Our  glasse  was  quickly  run,  lo  !  here  we  lie, 
To  tell  spectators  none's  too  young  to  die. 

ISAT, 
Late  wife  of  William  Lantrowe,  who  deceased  the  Ist  day  of 

June,    1634. 
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Also  WILLIAM  LANTROWE 
Of  TauntOD)  Vintner,  husband  of  the  said  Isat,  who  deceased  the 

2l8t  day  of  August,  anno  Dom.  1644. 

Also  WILLIAM  LANTROWE, 

Merchant,  sonne  of  William  Lantrowe,  who  deceased  the  20th 

Of  September,  anno  Domini  1654. 

MARY, 
Second  wife  of  George  Newton,  Pastor  of  the  church  in  this  place; 

was  bom  at  St.  Alban's,  in  the  county  of  Hertford,  and  died  ia 

this  town  December  31st,  1645. 

Were  there  no  gra?es  in  Alban's  ?    Could  not  hee 
That  gave  thee  ayre,  spare  earth  to  cover  thee  ? 
Had  she  that  first  posses^  thy  husband's  bed, 
Possest  thy  gra?e  where  thou  wast  born  and  bred^ 
And  forced  thee  down  to  this  remoter  place, 
To  seek  out  her's  ?    A  Tery  equal  case ; 
Thy  town  to  her,  to  thee  her*8  burial  gave, 
And  thus  you  two  did  but  exchange  a  grave. 

Hie  quoque  jacet  corpus 

GEORGII  NEWTON, 

Artis  Magistri,  quiobiit  19  Junii,  1681,  anno  aetatis  70,  postqnam 

officium  efangelistse  in  hoc  oppido  per  50  annos  fideliter  praestiterat. 

Non  fictis  maestam  lachrymis  conspergite  tumbam, 

Pastoris  yestri  nam  tegit  ossa  pii. 
Vestra  salutifero  planxit  peccata  flagello. 

Delicti  sensu  corda  gravata  levans. 
Absolfit  pensum,  sancta  et  mercede  reoepta ; 
Nunc  caell  regno,  ut  Stella  comsca,  micat. 

(IN  SJWLISH.) 
Here  also  lieth  the  body  of 
GEORGE  NEWTON,  M.  A. 
Who  died  the  12th  of  June,  1681,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age,  after 
ho  had  faithfully  discharged  the  duty  of  an  e?angelist  for  50  years* 
Sprinkle  not  this  sad  tomb  with  feigned  tears. 
For  it  coTers  the  bones  of  your  pious  pastor ; 
Who  chastised  your  offences  with  a  salutary  scourge, 
While  he  nused  the  hearts  which  were  pressed  down  with  a 

sense  of  sin. 
He  hath  finished  his  task,  and  hating  recei?ed  a  holy  reward, 
Now  shines,  like  a  glittering  star,  in  the  kingdom  of  heaTen. 

WILLIAM  BURD, 
Town.clerk  of  Taunton,  and  deputy  cferk  of  the  castle,  town,  and 
lordship  of  Taunton  and  Taunton  Dean,  in  the  county  of  Somerset, 
who  departed  this  life  the  34th  day  of  S«pt«inbcr^  anno  domlni 
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Mr.  JOBN  WaiTMASH, 
Of  diis  towB>  who  departed  this  life  the  5th  daj  of  Mnjy  watko 

Domiili  17M,  a^ed  71  years. 

Also  ANN  WHITMASH, 

Wife  of  the  aboYewnamed  John  Whitinash,  nho  de()arted  this  life 

May  96th)  1739,  aged  07  }  ears  and  7  months. 

Also  JOHN   WHITMASH, 

Late  of  Bait's  Place,  gent,  died  tOth  January,  1769,  aged  70. 

Also  ELIZABETH, 
The  wife  of  John  Whltmash,  who  departed  thb  life  Jaoe  Ist,  l^SO, 

Aged  89  years. 

Also  CHARLES  COX, 
Corrier,  son.in.law  to  the  abOfOtoiiaiiied  John  and  Ana  Whitmasli, 
who  was  mayor  of  this  town  in  1795,  and  departed  this  life 
March  i9th,  I7S9,  being  then  mayor  the  second  time  of  Tannton 
St-Mary-Magdalen,  aged  43  years  and  4  months. 

Also  EDITH, 
Wife  of  the  aboTe  Charles  Cox,  who  died  May  91st,  1761,  igcd  66. 

Also  CHARLES, 
Son  of  the  aboTe Charles  and  Edith  Cox,  who  died  No?.  98th,  1787, 

aged  50. 

Also  Mary, 

The  wife  of  the  aforesaid  Charles  Cox,  died  March  95,  itOO,  aged  73. 

JOHN  WHITMASH,  Esq.  df  Comeytrowe^ 
Major  Commandant  of  the  Tannton  Ldyal  Volnnteers. 
The  awe  and  sorrow  whioh  his  sttdden  death  occisiolied,  not  only  to 
his  immediate  f^latlTes,  bnt  t4>  all  Who  were  ieqnitoted  with  hit 
name  and  character,  afford  the  best  proof  of  the  high  estimation 
in  which  he  was  held. 
As  an  affectionate  husband,  a  kind  fkther,  and  truly  generous  and 

sincere  friend,  his  loss  will  be  long  feft  and  lamented. 
PtLuse,  reader,  and  reflect  that  thou,  like  him,  mayest  pass  in  an 
Instant,  from  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  etery  cottifort  l^hlch 
tUs  life  can  bestow,  into  an  awful  eternity. 

He  died  4th  of  May,  1801,  aged  61  jUts. 

MART, 
The  wife  of  Thomas  Gro?e,  of  Taunton,  apetheoarj^  whe  died 
the  6th  day  of  October,  1664,  aetatis  stai  39^ 
Infantes  quatuor  peperit ;  tres  morte  percnapt^ 
Qnos  secum  ad  sunimos  hasc  habet  nma  dies. 

JOHN  PEKIAM,  Esq. 
Who  departed  this  life  96th  January,  1788,  aged  79* 

MARTHA  PERI  AM, 
Wtdew  of  John  Periam,    Esq.   who  died  January   litk^  ItOt^ 

Aged  81  years. 

TOBIAS  CHUDLEIGH,  Gent. 
Who  died  15th  day  of  Noremberi  anno  Domini  1659. 


•. 
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MART  GREEN, 

Who  departed  this  life  January  1 1th,  1780,  aged  50  Tears. 

Also   ROBERT, 

Hasband  of  the  abo?e  Mary  Green,  who  departed  this  life 

September  5th,  1789,  aged  70  years. 

ELIZABETH  FOLAQUIER, 
Who  departed  this  life  the  8th  day  January,  1741,  aged  85  years. 

ROBKRT, 

Son  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth  Folaqaier,  of  this  town,  who 

departed  this  life  nd  day  of  Norember,  1743,  aged  9  years. 

LEWIS, 
Son  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth  Folaquier,  who  departed  this  life 

7th  January,  1746,  aged  5  years. 

FRANCIS    FOLAQUIER,  Esq. 

Father  of  the  aforesaid  Robert  and  Lewis,  who  departed  this 

Life  30th  of  April,  1771,  aged  6S  years. 

Also  ELIZABETH, 

The  wife  of  the  aforesaid  Francis  Folaquier,  Esq.  who  departed 

this  life  the  39th  of  January,  1773,  in  the  67th  year  of  her  agfr 

MARY, 

The  daughter  of  the  aforesaid,  who  departed  this  life  8th  of 

September,  1773,  aged  33  years. 

Also  ELIZABETH, 

The  daughter  of  the  aforesaid,  who  departed  this  life  t9th  of 

August,  1783,  aged  47  years. 

Also  FRANCIS  FOLAQUIER,  Esq. 

Brother  of  the  last.nam*d  Elizabeth  Folaquier,  who  departed  this 

Life  the  7th  of  June,  1811,  aged  74  years. 

SAMUEL  NORMAN, 
Fuller,  of  this  town,  who  departed  this  life  May  3l8t,  1751, 

aged  54  years. 

Also  SARAH  NORMAN, 

Wife  of  the  aboTe  Samuel,  who  departed  this  life  April  37th,  1756, 

aged  58  years. 

FRANCES, 

Wife  of  Mr.  John  Norman,  died  February  7th,  1793,  aged  74  years. 

ANN, 
Wife  of  Samuel  Norman,  Esq.  died  Dec.  37th,  1801,  aged  41  years. 

ALEXANDER  HILL,  Gent. 
Late  of  Taunton,   sonne  to  William   Hill  of  Pounseford,  Esq. 
Who  died  the  14th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lorde 
Christe  1013. 

FRANCIS  NEWTON, 
Who  departed  this  Kfe  NoTember  14th,  1739,  aged  61  years. 

Also  FRANCIS, 

Son  of  the  aboie  Francis  Newton,  who  deputed  ttta  life  May  Stftb, 

1731;  aged  39  yoiri* 
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MOSES  COTTLE, 

Who  died  15th  of  No?ember,  1789,  aged  35  years. 

Didst  thoa  Iluow  him,  reader  1 

If  thou  didst  not, 

Know  this; 

He  was  a  tender  husband, 

A  social  friend,  and  an  honest  man. 

SARAH  DARE, 
Spinster,  who  died  Norember  2^,  178S,  aged  40  years. 

MARY   DARE, 
Spinster,  who  died  June  I7th,  1806,  aged  80  years. 

ANN  DARE, 
Spinster,  who  died  April  17th,  1807,  aged  81  years. 

CATHARINE, 
Wife  of  Francis  Hobbart,  of  this  town,  gent,  who  died  20  July, 

1693,  setatis  snse  62. 

Also  the  aforesaid  FRANCIS  HOBBART,  Gent. 

Who  was  four  times  Mayor  of  this  to^ :  he  died  the  21st  day 

of  April,  1719,  aged  87  years. 

MARY, 

Wife  of  Francis  Hobbart,  sen.  of  Bishop's-Hnll,  gent,  who  died 

9th  of  April,  1712,  etatis  snse   53. 

Also  the  aboTe-said  FRANCIS  HOBBART,  Sen. 

Of  Bishop's-Holl,  gent,  who  died  June  8th,  1718,  setatis  saae  60* 

FRANCIS   HOBBART,   Esq. 
Who  died  February  8th,  1750,  aged  86  years. 

FRANCIS, 
His  son,  died  May  13th,  1761,  aged  22. 

And  MARY, 
His  widow,  July  Slst,  1783,  aged  70  years. 

Sacred  to  the  blessed  Memory  of 
ROBERT  GRAY,  Esq. 
Taunton  bore  him,  London  bred  him, 
Piety  trained  him,  yirtue  led  him  ; 
Earth  enrich'd  him,  heaven  carest  him, 
Taunton  blest  him,  London  blest  him. 
This  thankful  town,  that  mindful  city. 
Share  his  piety  and  his  pity. 
What  he  gare,  and  how  he  gave  it. 
Ask  the  poor,  and  you  shall  hare  it» 
Gentle  reader,  heayen  may  strike 
Thy  tender  heart  to  do  the  like ; 
And  now  thy  eyes  hare  read  the  story, 
Gi?e  him  the  praise  and  heaven  the  glory. 
~        susB  65^  anno  Domini  1635. 
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ANN  SPILLER, 
Wife  of  William  Spiller,  ifho  died  ^Ist  June,  1771,  aged  73  years. 

WILLIAM  SPILLER, 
Who  departed  this  life  Dec.  29th  1795,  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age. 

BETTY    SPILLER, 

The  wife  of  Thomas  Spiller,  who  departed  this  life  the  10th  of 

February,  1798,  in  the  06th  year  of  her  age. 

Also  THOMAS  SPILLER, 
Who  died  the  16th  of  May,  1810,  aged  74. 

Also  ANN  HARCOMBE, 
Widow,  who  died  27th  March,  1817,  aged  74. 

EMANUEL  MAYNARD, 
Of  this  towD,  serge-maker,  who  died  the  12th  day  of  April,  1730, 

aged  44  years. 

MARY,  Wife  of  Emanuel  Maynard, 

Who  died  16th  No?ember,  1751,  aged  63  years. 

JOAN  PROCTOR, 
Wife  of  Robert  Proctor,  who  died  12th  of  May,  1684. 

HENRY  PROCTOR, 
Died  10th  day  of  March,  1696,  aged  41  years. 

Also  FRANCES, 
Wife  of  the  aboTC-said  Henry  Proctor,  died  11th  day  of  October, 

anno  Domini  1732. 

HONOR  CLITSOME, 
Wife  of  Robert  Clitsome,  of  the  parish  of  Wilton,  she  departed 

this  life  ]  764,  aged  56  years. 

Also  the  abofe.nam'd  ROBERT  CLITSOME, 

Who  departed  this  life  No?ember  28th,  1776,  aged  67  years. 

WILLIAM   COLES,  sen. 
Of  this  town.  Fuller,  who  died  July  2d,  1712,  aged  45  years. 

ROBERT  CLITSOME, 
Clothier,  of  Wilton,  who  died  17th  of  January,  1736,  aged  61. 

Also  ANN, 
His  wife,  who  died  27th  of  March,  1751,  aged  72. 

Also  ANN  COLES, 

Wife  of  the  Rey.  John  Coles,  daughter  of  the  above  Robert  and  Ann 

Clitsome,  who  departed  this  life  23d  March,  1780,  aged  73  years. 

Also  JOHN  CLITSOM^l, 
Surgeon,  second  son  of  the  above-nam'd,    who  died  Dec.   5th, 

1778,  aged  74  years. 

Also  THOMAS  CLITSOME  COLES, 

Second  son  of  the  abore  John  and  Ann  Coles,  who  departed  this 

life  April  5th,  1803,  aged  52  years. 

ROBERT  DOUGLASS, 
Of  BUIiop's.HaUj  dted  NoTemlm  30tb,  178S|  ^ed  55  years. 
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PETER  CLIFFE,  Gent. 

Father  of  Walter  Cliffc,  baiir£Fe  of  the  WbeHj  of  TaimtOB  and 

Taunton.Deao,  who  departed  this  life  July  7th^  1641. 

SAMUEL    BHOWNE, 
OI  thia  town,  gent,  who  died  on  the  30th  of  March  1 7 12,  aged  6U 

Also  AGNES, 
Wife  of  the  abore  Sanrael  Browne,  who  died  June  ITSI^ 

£tatis  suae  56. 

JOHN    ROBERTS, 
Clerk,  soB.Di4aw  of  the  abore  Agnes  Browne,  who  died 

May  21st,  1775,  aged  67. 

MARY, 

WUiKw  of  the  aboTcnam'd  John  Roberts,  cTerk^  who  died  l4(h  «f 

Norember,  1779,  aged  82. 

Also  Major.General  JOHN  ROBERTS, 

Son  of  the  abore  John  and  Miary  Roberts,  who  died  Member  of 

this  borough,  the  28th  of  Fabry ary,  1782,  aged  58  jean* 

WILLIAM    ROBERTS, 
Who  departed  this  life  March  26th,    1707,  aged  8  years. 

Also  Colonel  CHARLES  WEST  ROBERTS, 
Who  depftrted  this  life  April  27th,  1801,  aged  71  years. 

BETTY  ROBERTS, 
Widdir  of  Major.General  Roberts,  M.  P.  for  this  borongh,  who 

died  July  4th,  1808,  aged  72. 
This  small  tribute  of  respect  and  affection  was  erected  by  John 

and  Ann  Chamberiaine,  IBOS. 

ALICE, 
The  wife  of  Samnel  Whetcombe,  gent,  died  March  20th^ 

anno  Domini  1654. 

GEORGE   LUCA»> 
Son  of  Robert  Lucas,  of  this  parish,  gent,  who  died 

24th  May,   1717. 

Also   HANNAH   LUCAS, 

Daughter  of  the  aforesaid  Robert  Lncas,  of  this  town,  gent  who 

departed  this  life  July  22d,  I7l8. 

HENRY  FYSH,  Esq. 
Who  departed  this  life  May  Slst,  1798,  aged  75  years. 
O  safe  from  life,  on  that  eternal  shore, 
Where  sin  and  pain  and  sorrow  are  no  more  ! 

WILLIAM   COURTNEY, 
Ofithe  parish  of  Taunton,  who  departed  this  life  Apifl  21fe^  1674* 

GEORGE  COCKER,  A.  M.    . 
Of  East-Bndleigh  in  the  connty  of  De? on^  wiio  departed  tUl  life 


mCHAUD  BICKNELI^ 
Cloihier,  of  this  town,  who  died  Jnn^  ^Oth,  1660» 
Ma^  U  like  a  thing  of  nought ; 
His  time  pass^th  away  like  a  shadow. 
Also  ALDRED  BICKNELL,  Gent.    ^ 
Who  WMJ^  twice  vayur  of  this  towa,  son  of  Richasd  Qiduisll  of  ftis 
town,,  who  departed  this  life  on  the  Mi  day  of  January^  17];C^ 
and  was  buried  tho  >Otl^  day  of  the  same  iostant  January,  bdiQgiii 
the  (^2d  yeajT  of  his  a^ 


Aha  DAYIJ)  BERRY^ 

Of  tills  parish,  who  departeid  this  life  July  4(h,  1054. 

I  know  that  my  Redeemer  liTeth. 

Also  MARTHA, 

The- relict  of  the  aforesaic^  Darid  Berry,  and  since  tike  wife  and  reict 

of  Thomas  Bradshaw,  who  died  jpeb.  8th,  1070. 

JOHN  GRANT, 
Of  Taunton  St.  Mary,  who  departed  this  life  Sept.  1st,  1(^5% 

JOHN  HOSSAM, 
Son  of  Martin  Hossam  of  thiatowa:  hewas  buried  June  21st,  1670. 

RACHEL  SPENCER, 

Daughter  of  Christopher  Spenoei  of  this  town,  salesman^  who 

departed,  this  life  April  mh,  1:750,  aged  II  years. 

Likewise  CHRISTOPHER  SP£NC£R, 

Father  of  the  aboTo  R3<chel,  who.  departed  this  life  Oct  1*6^,  1753, 

aged  74  yeafs^ 

ELIZABETH,  MARY,  aqd  ELEANOR, 
Daughters  of  John  Mieredith,  Taunton,  mercer* 

Also  ANNE, 
Daughter  of  the  abore  John  Meredith,  who  departed  this.  Ufia 

Sept.  6th,  1675. 

Also  JOHANNA, 

Daughter  of  the  above  John  Meredith,  who  departed,  this  life 

July  Sd,^  anno  Domini  1 677. 

Also  the  aboTe-said  JOHN  MEREDITH, 

Who  departed  11  th  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  God  1677. 

Also-  AGNES, 
Widow  of  the  above  John  Meredith,  who  departed  this  life  Dec.  3d, 

1701,  aged  79  years. 

ISABELLA  BERESFORD, 

UxorThomae  Beresford,  de  Bishop's^Hull,  generosi,  quae  obiitprimo 

die  Octobri9,.anoo  Domini  1719,  aetatis  sua^  45. 

HUGH  GUNSTON, 
The  8on  of  Hugli  GanBton  the  yoougei:  of  thi^  tOWD,,  iJur^d^picM 
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Infra  quiescit  corpus  GULIELMI  GILL  de  Tonodano,  mer^ 
c&tore,  qui  smnml  cum  laude  ultimo  munere  pretorio  in  prima 
sodetate  municipali  bujus  oppidi  perfunctus  est^  et  mortem  dbiit 
decimo  septimo  die  Aprilis,  anno  Domini  1683,  annoq;  aetatis  sue 
sezagesimo  nono. 

Infra  ctiam  jacet  corpus  Johannis  Gill  de  hoc  oppidn,  generosiy 
liUi  praefati  Gulielmi  Gill,  qui  mortem  obiit  undericesimo  die 
Febrnarii,  anno  Domini  1688,  annoqne  aetatis  4% 

Thmt  f>,— Underneath  resteth  the  body  of  William  Gill,  of 
Taunton,  merchant,  who  was  the  last  mayor  of  this  borough  under 
the  6rst  charter,  and  discharged  the  office  with  the  greatest  applause. 
He  died  the  1 7th  day  of  April,  1683,  in  the  69th  year  of  his  age. 

Also  underneath  lieth  the  body  of  John  Gill  of  this  town, 
gentleman,  son  of  the  abore-said  William  Gill,  who  died  llifi  19th 
day  of  February,  1688,  in  the  4^  year  of  his  age. 

MAPY  HILL, 
Wife  of  William  Hill,  Gent,  who  was  mayor  of  this  town,  dqwrted 

this  life  Sept  5th,  1674. 

JOHN  COLLABD, 
Of  Taunton,  clothier,  who  died  18th  Jan.  anno  Domini,  1609. 

MARY, 
The  wife  of  Robert  Glessell  of  this  parish,  who  departed  this  life 

NoYember  lOth,  1677,  aged  34  years. 
This  virtuous  wife's  body  here  doth  take  Its  rest. 
Her  soule  with  God,  angels,  saints  for  eTer  blest. 
She  lif'd  on  earth  in  gracious  reputation, 
And  waits  in  hope  of  the  glorious  resurrection. 

THOMAS  BAKER, 
Of  this  parish,  merchant,  who  departed  this  life  18th  Oct.  1708) 

aged  65  years. 

Also  JOHN  BAKER, 

Son  of  the  abore,  who  departed  this  life  ISth  October,  1708, 

aged  46  years. 

Also  MARY, 

Wife  of  the  aboTe  Mr.  Thomas  Bakor,  merchant,  who  departed 

this  life  November  3d,  1738,  aged  79  years. 

ELIZABETH  REYNOLDS, 
The  wife  of  Mr.  Samuel  Reynolds  of  Taunton,  who  died  June 

9th,  1663. 

SUSANNA, 

Daughter  of  Samuel  Reynolds,  died  9th  Feb.  1689,  aged  14. 

Also  the  aboTe.said  SAMUEL  REYNOLDS, 

Otthis  town^  serge-maker,  who  departed  this  life  i50k  August^ 

1690,  aged  M  years. 
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ST.  JAMESES  CHURCH. 

This  was  the  conventual  church  of  the  latfe  priory. 
It  is  every  vray  inferior  to  that  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen\ 
but  is  nevertheless  a  strong,  plain,  ancient  buildings* 
with  a  peal  of  five  bells.  It  is  well  and  uniformly 
pewed.  Near  the  top  of  the  west  side  of  the  tower, 
from  whence  also  there  is  a  fine  prospect  of  the  river 
and  the  surrounding  country,  are  two  niches,  each 
having  an  effigy,  which  have  been  called  Adam  and 
Eve  ;  though  some  suppose  that  they  represent  St. 
John  and  St.  James ;  or  more  probably  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul,  to  whom  the  priory,  founded  long  before 
this  church  was  built,  was  dedicated.  It  is  conceived 
that  it  was  erected  some  time  in  the  thirteenth  century. 

'  This  church  is  an  oblong  building,  consisting  of  a 
nave  and  chancel,  with  a  tower  at  the  west  end.  The 
nave  is  divided  into  three  ailes,  by  two  rows  of 
clustered  pillars,  supporting  five  bluntly-pointed 
arches.  On  the  south  side  over  the  arcade,  there  is  a 
row  of  small  square-topped  windows.  It  is  well  lighted, 
the  windows  being  divided  by  muUions,  into  three 
lights  each,  and  the  upper  part  formed  of  hexagonal 
tracery.  The  pulpit  and  reading-desk  are  placed 
against  the  north-east  pillar  of  the  middle  aile.  The 
font  is  ancient,  of  an  octagonal  form,  and  on  each  of 
its  sides  are  sculptured  three  female  figures,  standing 
-in  canopied  niches.  Above  them  is  a  border  of 
quatrefoils. 

'  A  fine-toned  organ  was  put  up  in  this  church  in 
1812,  made  by  Broad  wood  of  London.  The  parish- 
ioners were  indebted  for  this  appropriate  ornament 
to  the  generous  liberality  of  Frederick  Corfield,  esq. 


t>f  this  town.  ¥hi5  ^nttetlidrt  altrt)  settled  upon 
tNliteM^he  m\h  t>f  leigfat  htmtji^  poUAtk,  the  intetest 
«r  tk^Mi^H  id  t6  bie  ^stppli^  to  tbe  s\>pt)Ort  of  a  sermt>ti  lA 

tldVkftty  to  \hii  ^mdX\oh,  dWmb  s&t^ice  ooly  in  ^t 
4iitMhgi  att'd  ^t^oiD^s  of  ^U&rnate  dandays.  Mn 
-l>0]^R^  w^  also  M  tdtiicidtfable  teScpM^  infepairiti^ 
i)r^  tdmmtmi6^  tabb,  And  Oth^  ^ns  of  t!ie  cbcrrcfa. 

« Urife  Wg^ft  >er&st)]peticrdtm  Htitid^y  the  I'Zth  of  Joly, 
1*12. 

^  Tlr^  living  t>f  Tttfototi-Saiht^ Jatties  »  in  fbis 
^Mi-dtt^  6f  ^f  Thoito^s  Bucklet  Li^bbridge,  batt. 
*of  Sattdbill  5Patk,  in  this  cotinty. 


John  Godwyn,  1640«     Robert  Tarlyn,  1646. 
John  GlanvMle,  1654. 

He  was  ejected  from  tkn  liflag  by  tlie  «ct  of  uniformity,  io  1662. 
^r.  GlanTiIle  was  a  worthy  and  pious  divine ;  he  continued  to 
jpreacli  at  hn  own  house  in  St.  Jaiiies^s  parish,  to  his  death,  which 
liai^pieiied  kbbiit  1^3.  His  funeral  seiteoti  was  preached  by  Mr. 
M^rren  of  ^h  town. 

StiU  Strode^  1675^    H^  was  bui^  June  14,  16^2. 
James  Hayes,   1699.     Patrick  Macdonald,  1710. 
George  At  wood,   1714,  afterwards  arohdeaoon  of 
¥*atinton. 

JiMies  Hnrly,  B.  A.  1752. 
James  Hurly,  jun.  1784. 

fie  also  succeeded  his  father  in  the  perpetiml  curacy  of  Trull, 
and  died  tn  1788. 

Lawrence  Heard  Luxton,  A.  M.  1788. 

He  was  also  ?icar  of  Ash  JViors,  and  prel^ndary  of  Wells.    He 
«iedrnilS4l. 

John  Townsend,  1821, 
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IN  ST.  JAMES'S  CHURCH. 


In  tlie  Taiilt  beneath  rests  the  bodj  of 

WILLIAM  WALTER  YEA,  £squii«^ 

Eldest  son  and  heir  of  Sir  WHliam  Tea,  Baronet^ 

Of  Pyrlf nd  Honse,  in  this  parish* 

Tiiis  monument  is  erected 

By  his  most  affectionate  wife, 

Jane,  daughter  and  co^heiress  of  Francis  Newmaoi  esq.  of  Cadbnry 

ffoase,  in  this  county, 

As  a  tribute  of  true  lore  and  respect 

To  the  memory  of  the  best  of  husbands  uid  the  best  of  fathers. 

He  died  ^th  of  December,  1804,  aged  48. 


JANE  BLAKE, 
Daughter  of  William  and  Jane  Blake  of  this  town,  who  died 

January  15th,  1767,  aged  42  years* 

MALACHI  BISCOE  BLAKE, 

Son  of  Malachi  and  Sarah  Blake,  died  ilL^ss^  0th,  1759,  aged 

3  years  and  %  months* 

JANE  BLAKE, 

Died  January  11th,  1769,  a^od  8Q  years. 

WILLIAM  BLAKE 

Died  Janujiry  31st,  1773,  aged  84  years. 

SARA£f  BLAKE, 

Wife  of  Malachi  Blake,  died  June  4th,  1780,  aged  65. 

ABIGAIL  BLAKE, 

Who  died  October  2Sd,  1799,  aged  77. 

MALACHI  BLAKE,  esq. 

IKed  13th  April,  1795,  JEtat«71. 


MARIA  WYNDHAM, 
The  daughter  of  Sir  Charles  Wyndham  and  Dame  James  his  wife, 
who  departed  this  life  the  19th  of  January,  1719.  Her  father 
was  the  son  of  Sir  Edmund  Wyndham,  knight,  marshall  of 
England  ;  her  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Major-general  Youn^ 
and  gmnd-daughter  of  the  Lord  Shandus. 

Awake  my  soul,  awake  and  sing 
Eternal  praise  to  Hcafen's  king. 

Tfcif  AOBumeat  was  erected  by  two  of  her  sbtorf,  FftocU  VMIe 

andBefttoflAU. 
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In  Memory  of 

WILLIAM  CGRFIELD^ 

Who  died  in  September,  1814,  aged  85. 

Aud  CHRISTIAN, 

His  wife,   who  died  November  179^,  aged  56* 

Also  of  their  issue, 

WILLIAM  CORFIELD, 

Captain  of  the  47th  Regiment,  who  died  October,  1802.  aged  4t. 

WINSMORE  CORFIELD, 
Of  the  Royal  NaTj,  killed  in  America,  Jane,   1776,  aged  ld« 

CHRISTIAN, 
The  wife  of  Major.General  Shawe,  who  died  in  Italy,  Jaanarj 

1803,  aged   39. 

THOMAS  CORFIELD, 

Who  died  in  China,  in  1787,  aged  19. 

I^UIZA  BEATRICE  CORFIELD, 

Who  died  July  1786,  aged  12. 

HENRY  CORFIELD, 

X^aptain  of  the  76th  Regt.  killed  in  India,  January,  1805,  aged  29. 

Sacred  io  the  Memory  of 

ELIZABETH  CORFIELD, 

Whose  character  was  distinguished 

JBy  sincerity  of  heart,  and  gentleness  of  maonen 

To  an  exalted  and  well  cultiTated  mind. 

She  united  piety,  charity,  and  benerolence 

While  an  amiable  and  cheerful  temper 

With  which  she  was  eminently  endued, 

Made  her  the  best  of  wi?es, 

And  secured  the  affections  of  all  who  knew  her* 

She  died  deeply  deplored  by  him. 

Who  pays  this  tribute  of  lo?e  to  her  rirtues, 

The  7th  of  December,  1811,  aged  49. 

Also  to  the  Memory  of 
GRACE, 
The^second  Wife  of  Frederick  Corfield, 
Whose  goodness  of  heart  and  rectitude  of  conduct 

Manifested  in  her  religious  and  moral  duties, 
Jdade  her  truly  belofed,   esteemed,  and  lamented.    • 
She  died  the  28th  March,  1816, 
Aged  59. 

ROBERT  HOOPER, 
Late  of  Taunton.St.  James,  yeoman,  who  died  the  ^8th  day  of  May, 

In  the  year  of  our  Lord  1651. 

JOANE  HOOPER, 

Daughter  of  the  abo? e-said  Robert  Hooper,  who  dyed  the  9th  dby 

of  September,  1663. 
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JOHN  TRIPP, 
Lat*  of  this  parish,  barrister  at  law,   born  March  8th,  171  flU 

Buried  August  15th,  1766, 

JOHN  MINIFIE, 
Of  this    parish,  and   mayor  of  this   corporation.     He    departed 
this  life  the  28th  day  of  August,  anno  Domini  1709^  and  in  the, 
47th  year  of  his  age. 

ARTHUR  MINIFIE, 
A  member  of  the  corporation  and  sun  of  the  aboTo^said  John 
Minifie,  he  died  the  27th  of  October,  1710,  in  the  22d  year  of  hisage* 

JOHN  FORD, 

Of  this  parish,  merchant,  who  departed  this  life  the  25d  of  Jair* 

1736,  aged  65  years.  He  was  son  of  Giles  Ford  of  MiWerton. 

MARY, 
The  wife  of  the  above  John  Ford,  and  daughter  of  Christopher  and 
Ann  Trott  of  this  parish,  who  departed  this  life  the  Mtk  day  of 
December,  1753,  aged  82. 

MARY  SHUTE^ 
Grand.daughter  of  the  abo?e  John  and  Mary  Ford^  died  22d  June^ 

1765,  aged  28  years. 

Also  HANNAH  FORD, 

Daughter  of  the  above  John  and  Mary  Ford,  who  depanrted  this 

life  January  35th,  1784,  aged  76. 

ELIZABETH, 
The  wife  of  John  Rossiter  of  West-Monkton,  who  died  the  31st  " 

of  December,  1602. 

Also  the  abo?e.said  JOHN  ROSSITER, 

Who  was  mayor  of  this  corporation.     He  died  the  8th  of  May^ 

Anno  Domini  1708. 
JOHN  SHUTE  died  July  6th,  1760. 

SARAH  SHUTE, 
Wife  of  the  abo?e,  died  June  2d,  1764; 

JOHN  SOUTHEY,  Esq. 
Who  died  June  20th,  1806,  aged  63  years. 

ROSE  REED, 
The  daoghter  of  William  Reed,  of  this  parish,  who  dyed  the  ISth 

day  of  May,  Anno  Domini,  1696. 
Here  is  a  rose  that  was  ripened  soon. 
Was  ripe  in  morning  and  was  cropt  at  noon. 

SAMUEL  REED  and  ANNA  REED. 

Here's  two  buds  lying  in  one  grave. 

And  ere  'tis  long  a  resurrection  they  will  hafe» 

Mrs.  JANE   FARTHING, 
Who  died  the  death  of  the  righteous,  December  17tb9 1808,^ag(ed  63* 


IM  HISTORY  OF  TAUNTON. 

SAMUEL  APLIN,  Gent, 
of  tblf  iowtkf  'mho  departed  tbiilife  the  (Uh  dajof  December,  1753^ 

Aged  31. 
AlM>  HANNAH,  ELIZABETH,  and  THOMAS  APLIN, 

Three  of  bis  children. 

Also  HANNAH  APLIN, 

motii^r  of  the  aboTe  Samuel  Aplin,  who  departed  this  life  the  lith 

daj  of  June,  1767,  aged  73. 

THOMAS  COWAN,  Gent* 

Who  departed  this  life  January  the  9th,  18M.  aged  M. 

Also  ISABELLA  COWAN, 

Wife  of  Thomas  Cowao,  who  departed  this  life  Feb.  I5th,  IWHk 

FARDINANDO, 
Son  of  Fardinando  Parry,  who  departed  the  Mi  of  April,  1700. 

Also  IZAT, 
The  wifc  of  the  aboTcaald  Fardinando  Parry,  who  AepaHed  Ob 

life,  the  17th  of  August,  1705. 

_^  WILLIAM  DAVIES, 

Who  dephrled  this  life  March  the    25th,  1705,  aged  60   yeiUrtr 

Also  MART  DAVIES, 

The  wife  of  the  abore-said  William  Dayies,  who  died 

August  30th,  1813,  aged  60  years. 

THOMAS  PARISH, 

Son  of  Francis  Parish,  White  Baker,  and  Lydia  his  wife,  wte 

died  January  the  0th,  anno  Domini  1723,  aged  14  months* 

Behold  and  see  how  I  dotb^lie, 

As  you  be  now  so  once  was  t ; 

As  I  am  now  so  must  you  be. 

Prepare  for  d^th  and  fellow  me^ 

FRANCIS  iPAinSV^ 

Who  died  August  Ist,  1755,  aged  65  years. 

Also  his  Wife  LTmA, 

Who  died  January  the  Ist,  176%  a«ed  7i  years* 

And  also  dieir  sons  and  grandsons, 

-  STILL  STRODE, 

Wlib  wts  minister  of  this  parish  19  years^  who  dqpaited  ttis  tflb 
the  4th  day  of  June,  anno  Domini  160t,  aged  46  years. 

PETER  STONE, 
Who  deceased  the  33d  day  of  Notember. 

MART  GULLt, 
The  daughter  of  Henry  Gully,  who  departed  this  life  the  1st  day 

of  September,  17S7,  agcni  10  months. 
.   ^  Also  HENRY  GULLT, 

TMm  of  Iheabote  chHd,  idto  departed  tMs  lib  Ike  sm  diy^ 

September^  1734,  aged  33  yean» 
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EDWARD  BARPER,  Sen. 

Dted  Febrwf  18*,  J7|6, 4Sti|t.  ae. 

MARY  TAYLOR, 

Wife  of  ih»  abOT^Btkl  ]£|i«vi(r4  Rafliei,  ^9^.  aoj  fUi^er^ards  of 

TbQmas  Taylori  Serg?,wM^r,  died  fA^.  ?3d  daj  of  Aj^rp)  17^3^ 

FRANCIS  GARDNER, 
Of  Ait  parisli,  Fuller,  aad  sor  of  Fraveis  and  Abb  Ckirdnor,  who 
departed  this  life  the  5th  day  of  OecemlMv,  anno  Domini  1716^ 
and  was  buried  the  llth  da?,  aged  —  years. 

MAGDALEN  QULLY, 

JHsf hter  9^  TfiatraM  «ad  Aon  Gardner,  died  Iter 

1st  May^  174i,  aged  78. 

yfitk  »  pioiM  mign94im  tp^wi^\9t  GtiAf  fiiide«|peat|i  ftif  stone 

$«  ^ried  tim  kody  of 

Mri^  ¥4ftY  t-WJS, 

Widow  of  OJO^  I^wif,  V^  Pf  the  ^om^y  #f  S#ff^lJ^y  she- 
departed  this  Ufe  in  the  fftrjpip^  1h)J|^  Qf  a  M^ssiidi  r«ii|rf option 
the  23d  day  of  July,  1786,.  and  m  ^^  66th  ^ear  pf  her  age. 

Vifk  post  fwiera  virtus. 

Also  GEonai;;  ^iKfis,  Esq. 

Maof  yeaF9  9  Cojtect^r  of  JBiiuse  in  ^i|  town,  e^epp)^  jg  hi^ 
oince,  religious  in  his  ipondjict.  Qe  exchanged  this  world  for 
immortality,  the  35th  fUy  of  ^epl^nrikiery  1774,  and  in  the  86tlv 
yefu  of  his  Qgjp^ 

Also  Mrs.  ELIZABETH  SIS?S, 
Widow  of  the  abore  G^Q^g^  ^es,  |)se.  w)i^  departed  this  life- 
September  29th,  1795,  in  the  95th  year  of  her  age. 

CAROLINE, 

Daughter  of  Redmond  and  Charlotte  Barry,  who  died  on  the  16tl» 
day  of  June,  in  the  8th  year  of  her  age,  anno  Domini  1 818; 

Mrs.  JANE  St.  LO, 
Died  8th  July,  1803,  aged  78. 

JOHN  SLAP£ihe^er,Gent. 
Who  departed  this  life  the  15th  day  of  December,  1637, 

anno  aetatis  suae  78. 

Also  MARY, 

The  wife  of  the  said  John,  who  deceased  the  14th  day  of  December,, 

anno  Domini  164K  * 

Also  JOHN  SLAPE, 

The  son  of  Richard  Slape,  of  this  parish,  gent,  who  was  buried  the 

7th  day  of  December,  anno  Domini  1671. 

Also  JEANE  SLAPE, 

Relict  and  widow  of  the  aforesaid  John,  who  departed  this  lifs  the- 

14th  day  of  October,  1700.    . 
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SARAH, 

The  dftQghter  of  Captain  Brudenell  Wansborongli  and  Betty  liU 

wife,  died  May  24th,  1739,  aged  3  years  and  3  months 

CAPTAIN  BRUDENELL  WANSBOROUGH, 

Who  departed  thii  life  the  Mt\i  day  of  Jane,  1741,  aged  43  jeaLtt. 

Also  MART  MAULDA, 

The  daughter  of  the  abore-said   Captain   Bmdenell  and   Bettj 

Wansborough,  who  departed  this  life  the  10th  day  of  Dec 

1744,  aged  6  years  and  6  months. 

Also  WILLIAM, 

The  son  of  the  abo? e.8aid  Capt.  Bmdenell  and  Betty  Wansboronghy 

who  departed  this  life  the  4th  day  of  February,  1746,  aged  1% 

years  and  3  months. 

BETTY, 

The  wife  of  Captain  Bmdenell  Wansborough,  who  departed  this 

life  the  12th  day  of  January,  1783,  aged  86  years. 

Also  BRUDENELL, 

The  son  of  the  abore-said  Captain  Brudenell  Wansborough,  and 

Bet^  his  wife,  who  departed  this  life  the  9Sd  day  of  May,  1785. 

Sabtus  jacet  JOHANNES  HALL,  M.  D. 

Obiit  26th  Maij,  1710,  JEUt.  66. 

Necnon  ELIANORA, 

Uxor  prsedicti  Joliannes  Hall,  quss  obiit  3!*  die  Octobrls^  A«  D. 

1793,  iEtat.  68. 

Also  MATTHEW, 

Son  of  Matthew  and  Elizabeth  Franklin,  and  great-grandijon  of 

Ae  aboTe  John  and  Eleanor  Hall,  who  died  May  970^  176S, 

aged  1  year  and  8  months. 
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PAUL'S  MSI&TING. 

Of  th«  dissenting  meeting-houses  or  chapels  in  this 
town,  the  oldest  and  largest  is  that,  called  from  th« 
street  in  which  it  stands,  Paul's  Meeting.  Its  front 
is  extensive,  reaching  from  north  to  south  about  sixty- 
two  feet,  and  having  a  western  aspect.  Before  it  is 
an  area  about  twelve  feet  in  width,  separated  from 
the  street  by  iron  palisades.  It  is  a  quadrangfular 
building,  the  entrances  being  by  three  sets  of  folding 
doors.  It  is  very  neatly  pewed,  and  has  spacious 
galleries  on  the  north,  south,  and  west  sides.  The  pulpit 
is  on  the  east  side.  The  vestry-room  is  built  at  the 
north-east  comer,  in  addition  to  the  chapel,  and  is 
also  used  as  a  school-room  for  the  Sunday  scholars. 

The  present  chapel  was  erected  in  the  year  1797, 
on  the  site  of  a  former  one,  grown  ruinous  from  age,' 
at  the  joint  expense  of  the  principal  members  of  the 
congregation,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  upwards  of 
two  thousand  pounds.  During  the  time  occupied  in  re- 
building, divine  service  was  performed  in  the  mornings 
in  the  assize-hall,  and  in  the  evenings,  at  the  baptist 
chapel  in  Mary- Street.  The  new  chapel  was  opened 
on  Sunday,  July  8th,  1797,  by  the  Rev.  Isaac  Tozer, 
the  resident  minister. 

'  The  old  stractnre  bore  lomo  reiemblanoe  in  iti  form  to  a 
romtn  capital  T.  The  horizontal  line  conititnted  the  body  of  the 
bonding,  and  was,  including  the  walU,  fifty-one  feet  in  breadth. 
From  nearly  the  middle  of  it  a  wing  projected  almoit  behind  tho 
pnlpit,  thirtj-fiz  feet  long,  and  twentj.one  feet  wide,  answering  tm 
the  perpendicnlar  line  of  the  T.  Before  it  was  an  area  of  one 
hundred  and  tweatj-two  feet  in  width,  planted  with  a  row  of  lime 
trees. 
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The  dissenters^  who  must,  as  it  would  appear  from 
the  size  of  the  old  chapel,  have  been  very  numerous  at 
the  time  of  its  erection,  availed  themselves  of  the  respite 
tj^y  enjoyed  from  an  harassed  and  persecuted  stat^,  hj 
the  indulgence  of  Charles  II.  to  raise  this  place  of  wor« 
ship  in  1672. 

l?he  conveyance  of  the  plot  of  ground,  on  which  the 
chiqpd  stands,  is  dated  May  10th«  1672,  24  Charles  II* 
and  on  a  piece  of  wood  on  the  old  buildkig,  towards  the 
street,  the  figures  1672  were  carved ;  which  cireonip- 
stances  point  out  the  commencement  of  the  society* 
Amidst  the  confusion  and  outrages  which  were  iiie  co«» 
sequences  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth^s  feeble  and  vain 
aflRNts,  iiie  cong^regation  was  broken  up,  and  the  seats^ 
stairsy  and  galleries  being  torn  up,  were  made  into  a 
bonfire.  Sometime  between  1685  and  1687,  a  pro- 
posal was  made  to  turn  the  building  into  a  woiidMinse^ 
asid  a  vestry  was  called  for  that  purpose.  A  firiend 
of  the  dissenters  recommended  it  to  the  vestry  to 
consider  of  their  design ;  when  it  was  observed  tfaat 
no  person  laid  any  claim  to  it,  and  that  in  its  present 
state  it  was  of  no  use,  he  replied,  ^  A  ckkn  majr 
be  laid  to  it  upon  a  proper  occasion*^  This  stopt  the 
proceedings. 

This  proper  occasion  seemed  to  offer  m  a  few 
years.  Upon  king  James's  dispensation,  the  disseeters 
Msamed  spirit,  end  put  fiieir  chapd  in  onder  egeae ; 
and  Mr.  Worvea  and  Mr.  Hartford  were  dioseii 
co-pastors.  Soon  after  a  person  of  some  note  dyings 
Mr.  Hartford  proposed  that  the  deceased  should  bo 
interred  in  il^  as  that  might  effectuaUy  prevent  tfas 
buildings  being  turned  to  another  use.    For  he 


HISrrOltT  OF  TAITNTOK*  171 

ceived  that  more  reyereDce  if  ould  be  paid  to  it  as  a 
repository  of  the  dead,  than  from  iti  being  looked 
vpon  as  a  conTenticle  for  schismatics.  Many  have 
been  since  interred  in  it,  and  behind  the  bnilding  there 
is  a  spacious  burial  ground/ 

'  In  the  year  173^  a  place  of  worship  belonging  to  a  daia  of 
protestant  dissenterti  who  seceded  from  Panics  meedi^^  was  erected 
in  Tancred.Street,  called  the  New  Meeting.  This  was  a  neat, 
plain,  and  uniform  building  about  33  feet  in  front  and  nearly  50 
fe^  in  depth.  Before  it  was  an  area,  planted  with  a  row  of  lime  irees^ 
IM  feet  deep.  This  structure  owed  its  origin  to  an  attempt  made 
by  the  friends  of  the  late  Dr.  Amory,  to  fix  him  as  an  assistant  to 
Mr.  Batson,  their  aged  minister,  which  was  opposed  by  him  and 
die  miyority  of  the  people.  The  freedom  with  which  Mr.  Amory 
STOwed  his  sentiments^  that  greatly  demted  from  the  orthodox 
standard,  was  on  the  side  of  Mr.  Batson's  friends,  a  ground  of 
pnyudice  against  him,  and  with  others,  who  were  disposed  to  think 
liberally,  a  cause  of  Attachment.  But  in  this  instance,  as  is 
frequently  the  case,  other  considerations,  if  they  did  not  kindle 
religions  zeal,  blended  their  influence  with  it  Mr.  Batson  was  not 
willing  to  relinquish  any  part  of  the  salary.  The  separation,  though 
it  arose,  at  least  in  part,  from  a  trait  of  character  we  most  censuii^ 
and  as  it  forms  a  part  of  a  minbter's  character,  particularly  lamen^ 
gaye  occasion  for  opening  the  New  Meeting,  as  a  place  of  worship^ 
where  derotions  solely  addressed  to  the  One  God  ondFaiher  cjfiiU^ 
whom  the  congregation  considered  the  proper  object  of  woisUp^ 
met  with  the  support  of^  though  not  a  large,  yet  an  harmonious  and 
respectable  society* 

In  the  year  1815,  this  congregatfon  formed  an  union  witt  that  of 
the  baptists  in  Mary^treet,  and  the  chi^  in  Tancredi^treet  bei^g 
in  a  ruinous  state,  was  taken  down,  and  the  materials  sold^  Tke 
fHiob  of  Ae  baUding  was  oonyeited  Into  a  bnriaLground  stiachii 
lo  the  b^ptiili'  du^ 
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George  Newton. 

He  wai  ejected  from  St.  Mary  Magdalen*S|  Taanton,  and  becaiiw 
the  first  pastor  of  this  congregation,  between  the  years  I67t^  and 
1077  ;  with  him  was  connected  as  co-pastor, 

George  Uammondy  M.  A. 

He  was  born  \6Wj  and  studied  partly  at  Exeter  college,  Oxford, 
and  partly  at  Trinity  college,  Dublin,  where  he  was  once  met  by 
archbishop  Usher,  who  entered  into  a  familiar  conrersation  with 
him,  and  was  so  taken  with  him,  that  long  after  coming  again  to 
the  college,  he  enquired  after  him,  and  expressed  his  opinion 
that  Mr.  Hammond  would  become  a  considerable  man.  At  Oxford 
his  mind  first  imbibed  a  serious  and  deep  sense  of  religion.  He  was 
sometime  minister  of  Totness,  where,  after  he  had  been  preaching 
with  great  seriousness  about  patience  and  resignation  to  the  will  of 
God,  a  young  child  of  hb  was  killed  by  falling  out  of  the  window 
of  an  upper  chamber.  By  the  act  of  uniformity  he  was  ejected  from 
the  lif  ing  of  Trinity  and  St.  Peter,  in  Dorchester,  estimated  at  one 
hundred  and  sixty  pounds  per  annum.  The  persecutions  wUch 
preceded,  and  the  barbarities  which  followed,  the  duke  of  Mon« 
mouth's  attempt,  drore  him  to  London,  where  be  joined  with,  and 
then  succeeded,  Mr.  Richard  Steel,  as  pastor  of  a  congregation. 
He  died  1705.  He  was  an  excellent  scholar,  a  good  critic,  and 
Tery  confersant  in  the  scriptures ;  of  a  clear  head  and  faithful 
memory,  of  eminent  humility  and  meekness,  of  a  rery  even  temper 
and  a  most  peaceable  healing  spirit.  His  sermons  were  plain,  solid^ 
and  judicious;  but  for  want  of  a  lively  delivery  were  not  valued 
by  common  hearers,  according  to  their  merit.  The  ladies  Courtney 
and  Constantine,  sensible  of  his  abilities  and  qualifications,  conu 
mitted  their  sons  to  his  care.  When  the  nation  was  alarmed  with 
the  fears  of  popery,  he  was  particularly  active  and  zealous  in 
preparing  his  people  against  the  attempts  of  seducers,  and  the  day 
of  trial.  For  this  purpose  he  lectured  on  the  tenets  of  popery^ 
every  Monday  night,  at  their  own  houses,  to  the  admiration  and 
great  satisfaction  of  those  who  frequented  this  exercise.  He 
published  a  sermon  on  the  Morning  exercises ,  a  discourse  of  family 

'  From  Dr.  Toulmin's  MSS. 
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vorihip,  drawn  up  at  the  request  of  the  London  ministers;  a 
preface  to  Mr.  Richard  Sannder's  Discourse  on  angels ;  and  a 
funeral  sermon  for  Mr.  Richard  Steel,  entitled,  ^^  The  Good 
Minister  of  Jesus  Christ,"  of  which  Mr.  Bnlkley,  in  his  ^«  Christian 
Minister,"  speaks  in  high  terms.' 

Matthew  Warren  and  Emanuel  Hartford, 

Were  chosen  joint  pastors,  abont  the  year  1687,  on  king  James's 
indulgence. 

Mr.  Warren,  the  yonnger  son  of  Mr.  John  Warren,  a  gentleman 
of  a  good  estate,  who  lired  atOtterford,  in  Defon,  was  born  in  1642, 
He  receif  ed  his  classical  learning  at  Crewkerne,  and  pursued  acade. 
mical  studies  four  years  at  Oxford :  from  whence  he  removed,  with 
his  tutor  to  Reading,  where  he  spent  a  year  and  then  ceturned  to 
his  relations,  and  entered  on  ministerial  service :  from  which  he  waa 
laid  aside  by  the  act  of  uniformity,  being  ejected  from  Downhead^ 
in  Somersetshire.  On  this  event,  at  the  importunity  of  a  friend,  h«i 
opened  a  seminary  at  Taunton  for  the  education  of  youth  for  tha 
sacred  ministry :  over  which  he  presided  for  many  years,  with  great 
reputation  and  usefulness.  Though  educated  himself  in  the  logic 
and  philosophy  of  the  schools,  and  little  acquainted  with  the  modern 
improvements  of  the  new,  he  encouraged  a  freedom  of  enquiry  and 
of  reading  in  his  pupils,  and  invited  them  to  a  critical  study  of  the 
scriptures.  His  good  humour  and  pleasant  temper,  and  a  happy 
art  of  adapting  himself  to  the  various  temper  and  genius  of  youth, 
rooted  him  in  their  affections.  He  possessed  a  great  share  of  learning, 
while  humility  and  modesty  were  distinguishing  parts  of  his  character. 
He  met  with  many  difficulties  in  the  reigns  of  king  Charles  and  king 
James,  which  he  cheerfully  supported.  His  person  was  often 
sought,  and  singularly  preserved.  Once  his  wife  had  a  strong 
impression  on  her  mind,'  that  if  he  did  not  return  from  the  house, 
to  which  he  had  retreated  for  safety,  till  such  a  time,  he  wonld 
certainly  be  taken  prisoner.  Accordingly  she  sent  a  messenger, 
with  a  letter,  earnestly  requesting  his  return,  or  else  he  might  never 
tee  her  more.  Mr.  Warren,  ascribing  this  importunity  to  her 
indisposition,  immediately  took  leave  of  his  friends  and  set  off. 
But  he  had  not  gone  far  from  the  house,  before  looking  back  from 

*  Palmer's  Non.conformbt's  Memorial,  toL  i.  p.  450,  45L 
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an  atetat,  1m  law  it  wrroonded  by  parsoos,  tent  to  appfeliaod  kis*' 
He  diad  Jaaa  14,  170«,  ia  tke  04th  jaar  of  Us  age.  Hii  life  wai 
peace  and  lote :  iiif  motto,  ^  Let  four  moderation  t>e  iLiiowa  vafto 
all  men.'^  In  his  last  hoars,  he  diseorered,  aader  eitremo  fala, 
trae  patience  and  submission.  Oa  befog  asked  hov  howas^  ha 
answered,  <^  I  am  just  going  into  etemitj ;  bnt  I  Mess  Gady  I 
am  Beiilier  ashamed  te  liTOi  nor  afraid  to  die.'*' 

Emanuel  Hartford. 

Be  was  ^ected  from  Uptoo-Noble,  la  SomereetAlre.  Ho  was 
descended  from  a  creditstble  family,  bat  the  drcamstaaces  of  Ue 
lArents  were  not  eqaal  to  the  expenses  of  a  liberal  edacatioB,  so 
tfmt  he  aeqaired  Ihaming  ander  great  diftcolties,  and  by  hsad 
ttndj.  He  went  earlj  to  the  nntrersify,  aad  was  mainlalned 
ftere  by  a  gentlemaii,  wbo  was  a  stranger  to  him,  and  by  an  ande^ 
a  fldnister  of  great  repatataon  for  leamiBg  and  piety.  When  he 
left  the  anlTersity  he  supported  himself  for  eome  time,  by  teaming 
a  school :  and,  at  the  solicttation  of  many  eminent  persons,  entered 
on  the  ministry  at  aboat  twenty.one  years  of  age.  He  allerwaids 
reiected  on  appearing,  at  so  early  a  period.  In  a  pnbtic  charaetofy 
with  regret  aad  riiame.  Dnrtng  his  tronbles  for  non-^onformHyy 
whlck  were  considerable,  he  resnmed  the  study  of  that  controfwf 
wHh  a  <iBU  determination  to  conform,  if  he  coald  toleralriy  satisfy 
hiaiself  on  ^e  qaestion ;  for  he  would  not  expose  himself  to  hard- 
ships for  slight  reasons :  but  after  his  maturest  studies,  he  found 
himself  more  dissatisfied  than  before,  and  was  forced  to  take  his  lot 
among  the  non-conformists,  and  share  contempt  and  poverty  wHht 
them :  ^'  who,^  as  he  expressed  it,  ^^  were  cast  ont,  not  for  Idle* 
ness — not  for  hepesy — not  for  lasofficiency — not  for  scmiddi— 4Mit 
in  rebellion ;  but  because,  in  conscience  they  could  not  eompljr 
wMi  some  things,  wliich  their  adrersaries  titemselres  acknowledged 
to  be  of  an  tndifferent  nature."  His  circnmstaiiees  were  nefor 
great,  and  his  subsistence  was  at  ail  times  so  scanty,  that  he  knew 
not  from  wtet  sources  to  provide  tite  necessaries  of  the  next  day  t 
w%en,  by  the  hands  of  a  mere  stranger,  or  some  tmexpecled  fidesrf^ 

lonable  supplies,  as  hb  extremities  returned,  hare  been  afcided 


'  Palmer's  Non.conformisTs  Memorial,  rol.  ii.  p.  358,  350. 
Amory*s  Ofe  ef  Grore,  !n  txrore's  Works^  y^,  |,  P^^^fiice;  Tf.  14 

«ad  Sprint'i  Fonond  Semon  for  Warrai. 
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Wwu  H«  waa  alwmjrB  €oiit€«ted,  easy,  and  cheerful ;  and  whea  hit 
iaooMM  becasM  settled,  he  laid  1^  but  veFj  litde,  and  expended  tha 
•fsrplna,  above  what  rabritted  bis  small  family,  in  duiritable  €•■• 
tributions }  OMmy  timas  be  straitened  bimself  to  help  others,  and 
waa  Und  %o  the  unkind  and  Oiattkless.  Tbn  little  substance  be 
left  behind  hbn,  be  bequeathed  to  the  purposes  of  duurity  and  piety. 
His  prirate  conversation  wm  teriona  and  edifying:  he  was  an 
indelUigable  atadent :  bis  discourses  were  elaborate  and  judidons^ 
ndmirably  adapted  to  Hm  ittfeient  sta^e  of  bis  people ;  cosoprisnig 
In  a  fen  woida,  n  great  deal  of  nmiter,  dothed  in  a  graye  and 
nujeatic  style,  and  ranged  in  an  easy  and  natural  Method,  And 
bb  labours  were  eminently  auoceaaful.'  There  was  published  after 
bbi  dea^,  In  17t5,  a  small  Tolame  of  seraons,  entitled,  <<  Pmctical 
Duwourses  on  aerefnl  Subjects ;"  which  were  printed  from  copies, 
talaen  la  short  hand,  as  tliey  were  preached.  He  died  widnn  two 
months  of  his  co»eagne,  August  4tb,  1706,  aged  60. 

fidmtind  Batsoiu 

He  was  a  student  under  Mr.  Warren,  and  bqgan  to  pieadi  in 
1693.  His  first  settlement  was  at  Ilminster;  from  whence  he 
remoTcd  to  Clapham,  in  1D97 ;  where  he  rontinued  till  1700 ;  on 
the  1 1th  of  September,  of  whidi  year,  he  receired  an  inyitation  to 
succeed  the  late  two  worthy  pastoTB  of  Paul's  meetiug,  which  he 
accepted,  and  settled  with  the  congregation  in  the  December 
following.  For  some  years  be  had  a  colleague  in  the  pastoral 
office,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Comish,  who  dying  in  1714,  Mr.  Batson 
continaed  sole  pastor  till  the  year  1730,  or  1739 ;  when  his 
advanced  years  required  the  mid  of  a  cotleague,  •to  lighten  the  serrice 
of  a  numerous  sodety,  wbidi  then  consisted  of  1,500  hearers,  and 
Ibe  place  of  worship  was  so  crowded,  that  unless  persons  went 
eariy,  it  was  with  difficulty  fhey  could  get  to  tiidr  pews.  Mr. 
•sftson  wns  entirely  laid  aside  by  4ie  infirmities  tof  age  for  two  years 
before  his  d^th,  wbldi  happened  in  1735. 

Samuel  Stodden,  and Drewitl, 

The  first  gentleman  succeeded  Mr.  Batson, haTing  been  connected 
With  him,  as  co-pastor,  from  the  year  1733.  Mr.  Drewitt,  who 
was  minister  to  a  congregation  of  dissenters,  at  Bridport,  in  Dorset* 


*^  Vahnei^  Nen.confbrmisi 
(pttnt^  fmienl  SennoD  Tor 
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shire,  wu  inTiied,  in  1737,  to  be  a  co-pastor  with  Mr.  Stoddm  ; 
he  accepted  the  in? itatioo,  but  continued  in  that  relation  about  « 
year  only  ;  for  falling  into  a  consumption,  he  remo?ed  to  Beamliu 
ster,  in  Dorsetshire,  for  change  of  air,  and  there  died.  He  was 
Mcceeded,  in  the  capacity  of  assistant  only,  first  by  Mr.  Sleie^ 
and  then  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Fawcett.'     In  the  year  1746^  Mr. 

'  Mr«  Thomas  Steffe  was  the  son  of  the  Re?.  John  Steffe^  a 

worthy  clergyman  of  the  established  church,  remarkable  for  Ids 

piety,  learning,  and  moderation,  once  of  Emmanuel  College^  Ia 

Cambridge,  and  afterwards  rector  of  Wrentham,  in  Snff»lk^  where 

he  died,  August  7th,  1737.    The  subject  of  this  note  was  bom 

April  6th,  1716.  He  had  a  rery  weak  constitution  from  his  infaaqry 

but  disco? ered  an  early  solidity  of  genius,  seriousness  of  temper, 

and  fondness  for  books.     He  formed  an  acquaintance  with  the 

learned  languages  under  his  father,  an  accurate  judge  in  the  elegaiu 

cies  of  the  latin.     When  he  was  deemed  qualified  for  academical 

studies,  he  resolutely  declined,  from  principles  of  conscience,  the 

offers  made  by  a  person  of  the  first  rank,  of  being  pro?ided  for  at 

the  uni?ersity.     His  case  ha?ing  been  accidentally  meotioned  to  the 

Re?.  John  Barker,  an  eminent  dissenting  minister  at  London,  lie, 

and  another  gentleman,  unknown,  determined  to  assist  tliis  promis* 

ing  youth  with  an  exhibition  of  twenty  pounds  per  annum,  to  ielie?e 

his  father,  advanced  in  years,  and  burdened  with  a  numerous 

lamily.     In  the  year  1733,  at  the  request  of  his  friends,  he  was 

placed  under  the  care  of  the  great  and  good  Dr.  Doddridge,  at 

Northampton.     He  preached  his  first  sermon  from  2  Sam.  ?ii.  18. 

on  the  first  of  January,  1738 :  and  before  the  end  of  that  month, 

his  excellent  tutor  recommended  him  as  a  candidate  for  the  post  of 

an  assistant  to  Mr.  Stodden.     His  labours  were  uni?ersaUy  ac« 

ceptable  to  the  people,  who  gave  him  an  unanimous  and  piessiof 

in?itation  to  settle  with  them,  which  he  accepted,  and  came  to 

Taunton  in  the  following  summer.     All  the  sermons,  except  tfao 

last,  which  he  composed  during  the  two  years  he  continued  in  this 

situation,  it  appeared  from  the  fairness  with  which  they  were  written, 

and  the  care  with  which  they  were  finished,  were  written  ont  twice; 

they  were  all  serious,  spiritual,  and  candid,  upon  important  and 

practical  subjects;  and  such  as  became  a  preacher,  who  coasidered. 

that  hii  sermons  were  written  in  the  book  of  God^l 
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Stodden  resigned  his  pastoral  charge,  and  removed  to  his  estate  at 
Budleigb,  in  Deyon,  where  he  resided  till  his  death.  Hit  saccessor  was 

and  that  he  must  shortly  render  an  account  to  him,  in  whose  name 
and  presence  he  had  the  honour  to  speak.  In  May,  1740,  he  was 
seized  with  the  small-pox,  and  died  the  4th  of  June,  having  lately 
entered  into  the  25th  year  of  his  age  ;  valued  by  persons  of  all  deno« 
minations,  and  universally  lamented.  In  the  year  1742,  there 
appeared  from  the  press  a  posthumous  volume  in  12mo,  of  his 
sermons  on  several  subjects,  published  at  the  desire  of  several  o£ 
his  friends,  by  Dr.  Doddridge ;  with  an  account  of  his  life  and 
character,  and  some  extracts  from  his  letters.'  His  sermons  shew 
his  correctness,  judgment,  and  genius ;  and  they,  with  his  Iqtters^ 
testify  to  his  excellent  spirit  and  ardent  piety* 

Mr.  Benjamin  Fawcett,  who  succeeded  Mr.  Steffe,  was  bom  at 
Sleaford,  in  Lincolnshire,  1715,  was  also  educated  under  Dr. 
Doddridge,  and  came  to  Taunton  in  1741  ;  where  he  was  ordained 
and  married.  In  1745,  he  removed  to  Kidderminster,  in  Worces. 
tershire ;  where  he  continued  thirty.five  years,  sole  pastor  of  a  large 
and  flourishing  congregation  ;  and  died  Oct.  18th,  1780,  aged  65* 
He  conducted  the  public  services  of  his  ministry  with  uncommon 
zeal  and  ardour.  His  private  conversation  discovered  a  deep  and 
lively  sense  of  piety,  and  an  habitual  desire  of  impressing  the  minds 
of  his  acquaintance  with  the  same.  He  was  peculiarly  punctual 
and  regular  in  the  transactions  of  civil  life,  and  most  diligent  in  the 
improvement  of  his  time,  and  with  this  view,  was  a  constant  earlj 
riser.  His  labours  and  studies  were  animated  by  a  spirit  of  zeal, 
but  that  zeal  was  not  contaminated  by  bigotry  ;  for  he  had  a  full 
conviction,  that  the  difficulties  attending  controversial  subjects  lay 
a  just  foundation  for  candour  :*  of  this  he  gave  an  instructive  and 
amiable  proof  in  a  judicious  tract  published  by  him,  not  long  before 
his  death,  entitled,  ^^  Candid  Reflections  on  the  different  Manner 
in  which  the  learned  and  pious  have  expressed  themselves  concern, 
ing  the  Doctrine  of  the  Trinity;  in  a  Letter  to  a  Friend."  This 
was  soon  followed  by  an  appendix,  addressed  to  the  ^^  Reverend 
Ministers  and  Gentlemen,  Managers  of  the  Independent  Fund  in 

i  See  hii  lite  prefixed  to  his  sermons. 

2  From  the  commonications  of  his  son,  the  Rev.  Samuel  Fawcett,  of  Beamtn- 
ster,  and  of  the  Rev.  Richard  Darracott  of  Taunton. 

N 
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Richard  Pearsall. 

Ue  was  born  at  Riddenntnster,  in  Worcestershire,  August  n^ 
*1698  ;  and  receired  his  academical  education  under  the  learned  Mr. 
Samuel  Jones,  at  Tewkesbury,  in  Gloucestershire ;  q[)ent  the  first 
ten  years  of  bis  ministry  at  Bromyard,  in  Herefordshire;  remored 
from  thence  to  Warminster,  in  Wiltshire,  where  he  continued  hit 
ministry  sixteen  years ;  and,  towards  the  end  of  the  year  174C, 
settled  at  Taunton ;  where,  after  having  discharged  the  duties  of 
fats  character,  with  great  acceptance,  for  above  fifteen  years,  he  died 
much  respected  and  beloved  by  his  people,  Nofember  10,  170^* 
He  had  a  great  knowledge  of  mankind,  and  knew  how  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  civil  life  with  a  skill  and  address  suitable  to  the  concerns 
in  which  he  was  engaged,  and  the  characters  with  whom  he  had  to 
transact  them.  His  assistance  was  often,  therefore,  sought  in  the 
public  political  business  of  the  town  ;  especially  where  there  was 
occasion  for  an  able  and  insinuating  epistolary  correspondence. 
His  deportment  was  friendly  and  affable.  The  spirit  of  aeal  and 
|>iety  glowed  in  his  public  ministration ;  and  his  compositioiis  are 
described  by  the  editor  of  his  posthumous  pieces^  as  <^  consecrated 
with  a  rich  vein  of  deep  and  evangelical  devotion,  and  more  or  less 
brightened  with  the  traces  of  a  lively  and  pleasing  imagiiiation.^' 
He  published  a  funeral  sermon  on  Job,  xiv.  2. 1740 ;  another,  for 
Jilrs.  Tristram,  on  Psalm  xvii.  15, 1758;  in  the  same  year,  a  third, on 
2d  Chron.  xxiiv.  3.  for  Master  Henry  Peacock,  who  died  Nov.  37, 


London  3  occasioned  by  an  Anonymous  Letter  to  the  Author.** 
His  other  publications,  all  expressive  of  the  earnestness  with  which 
lie  directed  his  exertions  to  the  adfancement  of  practical  religion, 
were,  besides  several  single  sermons,  <<  A  Compassiooate  Address 
to  the  Christian  Negroes  in  Virginia  and  other  British  Colonies  in 
North  America."— <<  The  Grand  Enquiry ;  Am  I  in  Christ  or  not  ?" 
^<The  Sacred  Almoner.'*— <<  The  Religious  Weaver;  or  Pious 
Meditations  on  the  Trade  of  Weaving." — <<  Extracts  from  the 
Diary,  Meditations,  and  Letters  of  Mr.  Joseph  Williams.^ — 
^<  Observations  on  the  nature,  causes,  and  cure  of  Melancholy ; 
especially  of  that  which  is  called  Religious  Mdaiicholy." — ^And 
abridgments  of  several  of  the  practical  pieces  of  the  great  Mr* 
Baxter,  parUcularly  his  <<  Saints  Ererlasting  Rest." 
■  Dr.  Gibbon's  Prebce  to  Uy  Rdi^uic  Sacrae^  p.  3. 
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1757,  aged  15;  and  a  sermon  at  the  ordination  of  the  Rer* 
James  Rirkup,  Nov.  11,  1747,  on  Rom.  x.  15.  ^^Contemplations 
on  the  ocean,  harTSst,  sickness,  last  judgment;  on  butterflies,  on 
the  fulUmoon,  and  in  a  walk  through  a  wood  ;  in  a  series  of  letters 
to  several  friends,"  2  toIs.  12mo.  He  was  also  the  editor  of  a 
piece,  entitled,  ^^  The  power  and  pleasure  of  the  divine  life^ 
exemplified  in  the  late  Mrs.  Houseman,  of  Kidderminster,  a9 
extracted  from  her  own  papers.^'  After  his  death  were  published 
from  his  manuscripts,  designed  for  the  press,  by  Dr.  Thomas 
Gibbons,  ^'  Reliquiae  Sacrae ;  or  meditations  on  select  passages 
of  scripture :  and  sacred  dialogues  between  a  father  and  his 
children,*'  2  toIs.  l^mo.  To  which  is  prefixed  a  letter  addressed 
to  the  church  under  his  pastoral  care^  which  he  left  to  be  read  to 
them  after  his  decease;  strongly  expressife  of  his  affection  for 
them,  and  of  his  lively  and  earnest  concern  for  their  prosperity* 
The  next  pastor  to  this  congregation  was 

William  Johnson. 

He  was  born  in  1710,  near  Skeyton,  in  Norfolk,  and  recdved 
his  classical  learning  under  the  Re?.  Joseph  Nichol  Scott,  sometime 
a  dissenting  minister  at  Norwich,  and  afterwards  a  physician. 
He  pursued  his  academical  studies  under  the  direction  of  the  very 
learned  Mr.  John  Eames,  F.  R.  S.  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Abraham 
Taylor,  a  minister  of  eminence  of  the  independent  denomination^ 
at  Deptford,  near  London.  His  first  settlement  was  at  Ryegate, 
in  Surrey,  where  he  was  ordained  October  6,  1736.  He  removed 
from  that  place  to  Romsey,  in  Hants,  where  he  spent  near  five 
and  twenty  years,  and  opened  a  school  for  classical  learning,  which 
he  carried  on,  with  reputation  and  usefulness,  to  his  death.  A 
graceful  person  and  melodious  voice  set  off  his  pulpit  services  ; 
which  were  generally  acceptable  and  pleasing.  He  died  December 
4,  1768,  aged  58,  expressing  a  perfect  resignation  to  the  will  of 
God,  and  desiring,  whether  living  or  dying  to  be  the  Lord's ;  saying, 
*^  I  desire  to  life  no  longer  than  I  can  live  to  the  glory  of  God  :'' 
and  speaking  with  great  joy  and  satisfaction  on  the  blessedness  of 
the  heaTenly  state.  Amongst  his  last  words  were  these :  ^^  There 
1%  nothing  belonging  to  this  world  worth  living  for :"  and  <^  The 
consolations  of  God  are  neither  few  nor  small.''    Mr.  Johnson 
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published  only  a  charge  at  the  ordination  of  the  Rer.  Mr.  Pearson^ 
4it  Lymington.' 

Abdiel  Edwards, 

On  the  decease  of  Mr.  Johnson,  was  Invited  to  accept  of  the 
•pastoral  orifice.  He  was  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards,  the 
minister  of  the  independent  society,  at  Bradford,  in  Wilts.  He 
commenced  his  academical  studies  under  the  Rev.  John  LaTington, 

« 

and  on  his  decease,  1764,  finished  them,  at  Bridport,  under  the 
Rev.  James  Rooker.  He  first  settled  at  Glastonbury.  His  conncc. 
tion*  with  Paul's  Meeting  subsisted  about  two  years ;  when  he 
resigned  it,  and  returning  to  Glastonbury,  in  a  few  months  after 
died  of  a  consumption. 

Thomas  Reader 

Succeeded  at  midsummer  1771.  He  published,  besides  sererat 
tingle  sermons,  a  letter  to  Dr.  Priestley  on  his  appeal,  and  another 
to  sir  Harry  Trelawny,  on  'his  sermon,  preached  at  Taunton,  May 
26,  1779.  ^^  Remarks  on  the  prophetic  part  of  the  Revelation  of 
St.  John."  -Svo.  ^^  Remarks  on  the  three  first  chapters  of  the 
Revelation  of  St.  John."  And  ^'  Israel's  Salvation:  or,  an  Account 
from  the  prophecies  of  Scripture  of  the  grand  Events  which  await 
the  Jews,  to  the  end  of  time."  Mr.  Reader  died  in  1794,  haTtng 
been  assisted  in  his  ministerial  labours,  for  a  short  time  previously  to 
his  death,  by  the  Rev.  Samuel  Rooker,  who  continued  to  preach  to 
the  congregation  until  the  appointment  of  the  next  pastor, 

Isaac  Tozer, 

Who  was  assisted  during  the  last  ten  years  of  his  ministry  by  his 
son,  the  Rev.  Robert  Tozer.  Mr.  Tozer  died  in  1820,  and  was 
succeeded  by  the  present  pastor, 

Thomas  Luke. 


'  Prom  private  information,  the  services  at  Mr.  Johnson*! 
ordination,  and  his  funeral  sermon,  by  the  Rev.  John  Peacock.-— 
Mr.  Scott,  mciUioned  above,  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Scott, 
many  years  a  respectable  dissenting  minister  at  Norwich,  was,  it  is 
said,  richly  furnished  with  Greek  literature.  He  published  in  3  Tols. 
8vo.  1743,  a  series  of  very  ingenious  and  sensible  discourses,  preached 
at  the  French  church  lecture  in  Norwich,  entitled,  ^^  Sermons 
preached  in  defence  of  all  religions,  whether  natural  or  revealed.'^ 
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iHonumental  3^n£(crqitCon£( 

IN   PAUL'S    MEETING. 


HENRICUS  GROVIUS, 
Optimorum  parentum  proles  optima^ 
Patrem  enim  ex  antiqoa  Gro?ioram  familia  Wiltonensi, 
Matrem  ex  Boviorum  in  agro  Devoniensi  baud  minus  yetusta^ 
Ortos,  pietate  et  beneficentia  insignes,  habuit, 
Utrisque  Yirtutum  filius  haeres 
Bonarum  literaruin  studiis  tarn  sedulo  se  applicuit, 
\]tj  anno  aetatis  vicesimo  tertio,  in  frequenti  theologorum  coetu^ 
Ad  juYentutem  liberalibas  disciplinis  instituendam, 
Omniam  saffragiis  eligeretur ; 
Ad  quod  munus  animus  etiam  ingenuus,  morumque  sua?itas, 
Natura  ilium  finxisse  videbantur. 
Neque  spem  eyentus  fefellit ; 
Annos  enlm  amplius  triginta,  baud  minare  saa  laude 
Quam  bono  publico,  in  eo  yersatus^ 
Mentes  juveniles  omnigena  pariter  yirtute 
Ac  optimis  artibus  excolere  studiose  laborayit. 
Pastoris  interim  officio  fungens, 
Pari  fidelitate  gregi  suo  inyigilayit^ 
Eaque  quibus  salus  humana  prscipue  afficitur, 
Tam  in  concionibus  quam  scriptis,  inculcans^ 
Nihil  ad  gratiam  aut  partiiun  studio 
Dicere  sustinuit. 
Simplex  autem  yersque  studiosissimus, 
Pietatem  in  Deum,  in  homines  charitatem/ 
Capiditatum  moderationem,  ut  summa  religionis  capita^ 
Omnium  approbation!  commeuda?it* 
£a  ingenii  felicitate  nsus  est, 
Ut,  in  quodcunque  argumentum  sese  conyertit, 
Acute  cogitare,  subtiliter  distinguere,  grayiter  judicare^ 
Sensumque  animi  facile  exponere  posset. 
Tam  modestc  autem  de  se  sensit, 
Ut  nemini,  quod  in  alia  esset  sententia,  litem  moyeret» 
Sorte  sun,  licet  modica,  contentus  fuit, 
Aliorum  rebus  lautioribus  haud  inyidens, 

Ncc  cupiens. 

Tot  tantisque  virtutibus  ornatus. 

Omnibus  sibi  notis  amatus  vixit,  obiit  defletus^ 

III.  Cal.  Martii,  anno  Domini 

MDCCXXXVII. 

MiMiiB  sue  LV. 
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(IN  ENGLISH,) 

Here  lies 
HENRY  GROVE, 

An  excellent  son  of  excellent  parents* 

His  father,  who  was  descended  from  the  ancient  famii  j 

Of  the  Grofes  of  Wiltshire, 

And  his  mother,  who  came  from  the  Boveys, 

A  family  of  equal  antiquity  in  the  county  of  DsTon, 

Were  alike  distinguished  for  piety  and  beneficence. 

Their  son,  who  inherited  the  virtues  of  both, 

Applied  himself  so  closely  to  literary  studies^ 

That,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three. 

He  was  unanimously  chosen,  In  a  numerous  assembly  of  di? inei, 

To  instroct  yooth  In  the  liberal  arts ; 

An  office,  for  which  an  Ingenuous  mind,  and  sua? ity  of  manners^ 

Appeared  by  nature  to  have  formed  him. 

Nor  were  the  expectations  that  had  been  entertained  of  him 

Deceif  ed  by  the  e? ent ; 

For  engaged  in  that  duty  abore  thirty  years. 

With  no  less  honour  to  himself  than  benefit  to  the  public^ 

He  assiduously  laboured  to  adorn  the  youthful  mind, 

Not  only  with  eyery  virtue, 

But  with  the  most  valuable  knowledge. 

Dbcharging  in  the  mean  time  the  functions  of  a  minister  of  the  gospel^ 

He  watched  with  equal  fidelity  orer  his  flock. 

And  while  he  inculcated,  both  in  his  sermons  and  in  hb  writings^ 

Those  things  which  most  materially  affect 

The  salyation  of  mankind, 

He  shewed  himself  equally  incapable  of  courting  favour^ 

And  of  indulging  a  spirit  of  party. 

Sincere  and  studious  of  the  truth, 

He  recommended  to  the  approbation  of  all. 

As  the  most  important  points  in  religion, 

Piety  to  God,  charity  to  men,  restraint  of  the  passions. 

With  such  a  felicity  of  talent  was  he  endowed, 

That  to  whatever  subject  he  directed  his  attention, 

He  was  acute  in  examining,  nice  in  discriminating, 

Weighty  in  his  j  udgment,  and  ready  in  the  expression  of  his  tiioughts. 

But  so  modest  an  opinion  had  he  of  his  own  abilities, 

That  he  never  quarrelled  with  any  one 

For  differing  from  him  in  sentiment 

With  his  circumstances,  though  moderate,  he  was  contented, 

Neither  envying  nor  coveting  the  more  affluent  state  of  others. 

Adorned  with  virtues  so  many  and  so  eminent, 

He  lived  beloved,  and  died  lamented,  by  all  who  knew  him, 

Departing  this  life  the  27th  of  February,  1737^ 

In  the  55th  year  of  his  age. 

Arm9.^0vL  a  Chevron  tkr«e  Escallops. 
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Ib  Memoriam 
IMMANUELIS  HARFORD, 
Viri  admodum  rererendi,  pit,  docti, 
Annos  cirdter  XX.  Ecclesiae  hajus  pastoris, 
Qui,  laboribus  studiisque  exhaustus,  obiit 
Die  Aug.  VIII.  anno  Domini  MDCCVI. 
iGtatis  su»  LXVI. 
Monumentum  hoc  amici  posuere. 
^  The  word  that  I  ha? e  spoken,  the  same  shall  judge  him 
ia  the  last  daj^*' — John  zii.  48. 

(IJf  EJ^GLtSB.) 

In  memory  of 

IMMANUEL  HARFORD, 

A  most  rererend,  pious,  and  learned  man^ 

Who  was  pastor  of  this  congregation  about  twenty  years^ 

And  who, 

Worn  out  with  labour  and  study, 

Departed  this  life  the  8th  of  August,  1706^ 

In  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 

His  friends  have  erected  this  monument. 


In  Memory  of 
Mr.  JOSIAH  PEACOCK, 
Born  19th  June,  1695,  died  31st  May,  1775. 
Interr'd  the  body  lies,  thus  speaks  the  stone  ; 
Where  it  now  rests  must  shortly  rest  thy  own  : 
Yet  shall  this  frame  re-animated  rise. 
And  join  Its  kindred  spirit  in  the  skies. 

BETTY, 

The  wife  of  Samuel  Reed,  of  this  town,  wool-merchant,  wha 
departed  this  life  the  12th  day  of  August,  1756,  aged  44  years* 

The  abofe  SAMUEL  REED, 

Obiit  June  26th,  1770,  aged  71. 

Also  MARY  REED, 

Wife  of  the  abore  Samuel  Reed,  who  died  No? •  36, 1807,  aged  n^ 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 
THOMAS  PARSONS,  Esq.  and  MARY,  his  wife, 
Thomas  Persons  died  February  2d,  1800,  aged  76. 
Maiy  Parsons  died  Feb.  1st,  1788,  aged  80. 
^^  Behold,  I  come  quickly." — Revm  xxii.  7. 
Reader,  prepare,  death  soon  will  strike  at  thee  y 
O  seek  for  life  in  Christ,  that  you  may  be 
Prepared  in  time  for  yast  eternity. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 
Mr.  JOHN  WESTCOTT, 
Serge.miker,  who  died  July  Mi,  178],  iged  80  ye»r9w 
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BAPTISTS'    CHAPEL. 

This  chapel  is  situate  in  Mary-street,  and  is  a  large 
and  handsome  building,  erected  in  1 72 1 .  The  dimen- 
sions, including  the  walls,  are  fifty-four  feet  by  forty- 
nine.  The  roof  is  supported  by  two  strong  and  curious 
pillars  of  the  Corinthian  order.  The  pulpit  and  the 
stair-case  are  enriched  with  elegantly  carved  work. 
The  fronts  of  the  galleries  and  pews  are  made  of 
Flemish  oak,  which  gives  the  whole  a  neat  and  hand- 
some appearance.  The  seats  are  judiciously  arranged, 
so  as  to  make  the  access  to  them  perfectly  easy,  and  to 
give  every  hearer  a  view  of  the  preacher.  It  is  furnished 
with  one  large  and  handsome  brass  chandelier,  and 
two  small  ones :  and  for  the  communion  there  is  a 
complete  and  rich  service  of  plate,  consisting  of  two 
plates  for  the  bread,  two  flagons  for  the  wine,  and 
four  cups  with  feet  to  serve  it  round  to  the  communi- 
cants, the  bequest  of  Mr.  Samuel  Noble,  attorney  at 
law,  in  1745 ;  with  a  pair  of  candlesticks  with  snuffers 
and  dish,  the  legacy  of  his  mother,  Mrs.  Jane  Noble, 
in  1777.  Before  this  edifice  there  is  an  area  nine  feet 
wide,  and  behind  it  a  commodious  burial  ground. 

This  building  was  raised  by  the  generous  and  sole 
exertions  of  the  society,  nearly  on  the  spot  where  the 
old  meeting-house  stood. 

A  society  of  baptists  existed,  in  this  town,  so  far 
back  as  the  year  1646.  Some  peculiar  sentiments 
and  practices  with  respect  to  the  institution  of  baptism, 
as  the  name  denotes,  distinguish  this  congregation 
from  other  protestant  dissenters.  They  apprehend 
that  what  is  called  infant  baptism  has  no  foundation 
in  the  New  Testament ;  because  there  does  not  occur 
there  any  precept  enjoining  it,  nor  any  example  of 
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4he  practice,  to  give  it  a  sanction ;  consequently  that  it 
is  no  institution  of  Christ  It  is  also  their  opinion  tha:t 
had  the  greek  word  baptizo,  expressing  the  initiatory 
ordinance  of  the  christian  religion,  been  translated, 
it  must  have  been  rendered  to  dip,  or  immerse :  they, 
therefore,  in  the  administration  of  this  ordinance,  lay 
the  whole  body  under  water  and  raise  it  up  again.  In 
other  points,  this  denomination  of  christians  formerly 
agreed  with  other  protestant  dissenters,  particularly 
in  adopting  the  system  of  Calvin,  and,  the  doctrine 
of  the  Trinity.  Though  there  were,  originally,  in  this 
town  a  body  of  them,  who  discarded  the  sentiments 
of  Calvin,  concerning  the  power  of  human  will,  and 
were  called  Free-willers  j  who  being  reduced  to  a 
few  men  and  women,  were  united  to  the  other  society 
of  Baptists,  in  1722.  This  society,  since  that  time, 
has  assumed  a  different  cast ;  their  worship  is  con- 
ducted on  the  Unitarian  plan  of  devotion,  in  which 
all  prayers  are  addressed  to  One  God  and  Father  of 
all,  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ;  and  their  communion 
is  open  to  christians  who  differ  from  them  on  the 
questions  concerning  the  mode  and  subjects  of  baptism* 

MINISTERS  OF   THE  BAPTIST   CONGREGATION/ 

Thomas  Burgess 

Was  its  first  pastor;  but  the  date  of  his  connexion  cannot 
exactly  be  ascertained.  He  suffered  frequent  imprisonments  for 
his  religious  profession.* 

Thomas  Whinnel. 

He  resided  at  Bristol,  and  was  inyited  to  Taunton,  in  August,  1088. 
He  continued  pastor  of  this  congregation  till  March  1, 1720.    His 

'  From  Dr.  Toulmin's  MSS. 

!  Crosby's  History  of  the  English  BaptisU,  loh  Hi,  p.  126. 
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faner&l  sermoii  was  preached  bj  Mr.  Thomas  Lucas,  of  Trowbri4g9 
on  Psalm  cxix.   165,  who  says  of  Mr.  Whinnel,  that  *^  he  was  aik 
example  of  lofiog  the  law  of  God,  and  of  the  pleasure  aod  peace 
which  result  from  theoce.      He  began  to  be  religious  betimes,  and 
betook  himself  to  the  reading  and  studj  of  the  scriptures,  the  biUe 
being  generally  before  him ;  and  in  this  study  he  continued  to  tlia 
last;  by  which  means  he  became  familiarly  acquainted  with  the 
re? ealed  will  of  God.      His  religion,  as  he  did  not  place  it  in  little 
niceties  and  singularities,  was  far  from  bigotry  or  enthusiasm  :  nor 
did  he  think  that  it  obliged  him  to  a  stiff,  starch  behaviour,  to  a 
dinnure  look,  or  an  unsociable,  sullen  reserTe ;  but  an  agreeable 
mixture  of  chearfulness  and  gravity  sat  in  his  aspect.     His  addreii 
was  easy  and  smooth ;  an  endearing  freedom  and  facetiousnest^ 
happily  blended  with  an  air  of  seriousness,  ran  through  his  demeanoi^ 
which  at  once  drew  respect  and  reyerence.     He  had  learnt  the  art^ 
which  but  few  can  attain,  of  conversing  with  familiarity,  without 
danger  of  throwing  himself  into  contempt.      About  the  age  of  two 
and  twenty  he  was  called  to  the  work  of  the  ministry,  and  continued 
in  it  two  or  three  and  forty  years  ;  his  whole  soul  was  engaged  in  H, 
and  to  fulfil  it  he  suffered  persecutions,  fines,  and  imprisonments* 
His  gesture  and  mien  in  the  pulpit  were  graceful,  his  pronunciatioh 
sweet,  hb  explanation  of  the  scriptures  clear,  and  his  applications 
apt  and  pathetic.    He  had  an  admirable  skill  in  reproving  offenders, 
so  as  to  convince  and  engage  at  the  same  time.    His  preaching  &nd 
practice  were  of  a  piece.     His  graces  were  rendered  more  bright 
and  conspicuous  by  the  admirable  sweetness  of  his  natural  temper. 
It  was  difficult  to  throw  him  into  a  passion,  but  easy  to  reduce  him 
to  a  calm.     He  was  made  up  of  tenderness  and  compassion,  and 
seemed  to  have  made  the  griefs  and  sorrows  of  others  his  own.     He 
was  of   a  generous    temper,  would    sacrifice    his    own   private 
interest  to  the  public  good  ;  and  his  purse,  us  well  as  his  lalioura^ 
was  at  the  service  of  the  cause,  in  which  lie  embarked.    Nor  were 
his  good  offices  confined  to  those  of  his  own  sentiments  in  rdigfon  ; 
he  was  ever  ready  to  express  his  love  to  all  that  feared  Ged^ 
and  laboured  to  be,  without  distinction,  extensively  useful.     He 
was  singularly  serviceable  to  the  town  of  Taunton,  and  generally 
beloved.  As  far  as  could  be  perceived,  his  mind  was  always  peaceful, 
calm,  and  serene :    especially  did  his  peace  abound,  when  ii^  ^ame 
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witliin  flew  of  death.  <<  My  work,"  sud  he,  « is  Wished,  and  I  am 
prepared  for  death.  I  do  not  desire  to  return,  but  had  rather  depart 
and  be  with  Christ.  I  know  in  whom  I  have  belicTed.  I  have  no 
doubt,  no  cloud  upon  my  mind.  Death  is  not  terrible.  I  know 
its  sting  is  taken  away  ;  and  though  the  passage  is  dark  and  gloomy, 
yet  I  must  pass  through  it ;  which  I  am  willing  to  do,  since  it  leads 
to  those  blissful  mansions,  where  I  shall  be  for  OTer  with  the  Lord.'** 
Mr.  Whinnel  published  one  sermon,  entitled,  ^^  The  best  poitlon  ; 
being  a  sermon  preached  at  the  funeral  of  Mrs.  Mary  Steed,  in  tite 
city  of  Exun,  Not.  16,  1699."  4to.  In  the  dedication  he  thnt 
expressed  himself;  ^^I  know  not  whether  it  be  my  unhappinees^ 
that  I  cannot  please  myself  in  any  thing  that  I  do  for  Jesus  Christ ; 
^et  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  God  accepts  my  sincere,  thongk 
mean,  endeavours  for  his  glory  :  my  whole  design  (as  far  as  I  know 
my  own  heart)  is  to  promote  charity,  tmth,  and  peade,  amongst  all 
with  whom  I  am  concerned." 

Joseph  Jeffries. 

He  was  a  natiye  of  Tannton,  and  was  ordained  co-pastor  wlCk 
Mr.  Whinnel,  Aug.  6,  I7l7.  On  the  death  of  the  latter  he  came 
to  the  sole  care  of  this  congregation.  Mr.  Jeffries  left  behind  him 
a  respectable  and  amiable  character  for  piety,  a  generous  and 
actiTe  zeal  in  promoting  OTery  public  design  for  the  adrancement  of 
religion,  and  for  his  condescending  affability  and  liberality  to  Oa 
poor.  Towards  the  close  of  his  life,  he  was  led,  by  further  enquiry 
and  reflection,  into  a  conviction,  that  the  Calvlnistic  sentiments  ht 
had,  in  an  early  period,  espoused,  and  to  that  time  preadied| 
were  not  well  founded  in  the  holy  scriptures ;  and  he  displayed  hit 
candour  and  integrity  by  an  avowal,  from  the  pulpit,  of  the  change 
in  his  sentiments,  and  by  his  endeavours  to  lead  his  people  into  the 
views  he  then  entertained.     He  died  in  April,  1740. 

Richard  Harrison,*  A.  M. 

He  preached  Mr.  Jeffries'  funeral  sermon,  and  was  chosen  to 
succeed  him.  He  was  a  native  of  the  city  of  York,  and  the  yonngoft 
of  twelve  children.      His  father  for  many  years  was  a  member 

'  Extracted  from  the  funeral  sermon. 
*  Thb  article  is  drawn  np  from  priTatc  information  and  penonal 
knowledge. 
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of  the  established  church,  and  educated  his  eldest  son  to  the  mintstrjT 
in  it ;  but  afterwards  joined  the  protestant  dissenters.  Mr.  Hanisod 
recei?ed  his  academical  learning  at  the  university  of  Edinbargh* 
The  first  years  of  his  public  ministry  were  spent,  partly  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  London,  when  he  was  librarian  to  Dr.  Williams'f 
library,  and  preached  at  Newington  Grcien  ;  and  partly  at  Colchester. 
He  was  afterwards  minister  of  a  pacdo-baptist  congregation  atOxford. 
From  that  city,  having  been  interrupted  one  Lord's  day  in  his  public 
•errices,  by  rudeness  and  bigotry,'  he  removed  to  Thame,  in  the 
aame  county;  where  he  served  a  small  society,  who  knew  and 
respected  his  worth.  Though  before  he  settled  there,  he  had  changed 
his  sentiments,  on  the  questions  concerning  the  subjects  and  mode 
of  baptism,  this  people  liberally  dispensed  with  those  ministerial 
functions  he  could  not  conscientiously  perform.  From  Thame  ho 
removed  to  Moreton-Hampstead,  in  Devonshire;  and  from  that 
place  to  Bridgwater,  in  Somersetshire  ;  from  whence  he  was  invited 
to  Taunton  ;  where  he  continued  eighteen  years,  till  1764,  having 
generously  resigned  his  connexion  to  make  room  for  the  late  Dr. 
Toulmin,  who  also,  about  that  time,  saw  reason  to  declare,  on 
conviction,  against  the  practice  of  infant  baptism.  Mr.  Harrisoa 
continued  to  reside  at  Taunton  for  six  years ;  when  he  remoyed  to 
Nailsworth,  and  then  to  Tewkesbury,  in  Gloucestershire.  From 
^e  last  place  he  went  to  live  at  Liverpool,  and  preached  for  some 
time  at  a  chapel  in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  town.  His  last 
settlement,  as  a  minister,  was  at  Leek,  in  Staffordshire,  The 
congregations  which  he  served,  after  he  left  Taunton,  were  all 
pedo-baptists.  In  every  place,  he  left,  in  the  minds  of  the  people^ 
an  affectionate  sense  and  a  respectful  remembrance  of  his  worth  and 
goodness.  When  he  had  resided  some  time  at  Leek,  he  was 
incapacitated  for  public  services  by  a  paralytic  stroke,  which^ 
though  slight,  affected  the  organs  of  speech.  On  this  he  returned 
to  York,  after  an  absence  of  many  years,  <<  to  lay  his  bones," 

'  As  he  was  preaching,  a  man  of  the  congregation  rose  up  and 
asked  aloud,  what  that  he  delivered  had  to  do  with  the  edtficatfoa 
of  souls?  to  which  Mr.  Harrison  replied  with  great  readiness^  and 
ealm  firmness,  ^^  What  I  hare  said,  I  have  said  under  a  sense  of  his 
presence  in  whose  name  I  speak."  On  the  information  of  Mr*  Ward*^ 
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as  ke  expressed  it,  ^^  where  he  first  receWed  them."  Here  he  spent 
the  remainder  of  his  days.  About  the  beginning  of  Dec.  1781y 
he  was  yisited  with  a  more  general  paralytic  seizure,  which,  as  & 
respected  mutual  friend'  writes,  ^^  gradnally  increased  npon  him 
for  about  three  weeks,  then  took  him  off  without  a  struggle,  and, 
it  is  believed,  without  a  pain  Through  the  whole  of  his  illness  he 
retained  his  wonted  serenity  and  cheerfulness  of  mind,  and  died  aa 
a  good  man  would  wish  to  die,"  between  seyenty  and  eighty  yeartf 
of  age.  He  was  a  man  of  great  simplicity  and  integrity ;  deli? ering 
hb  sentiments  from  the  pulpit  with  an  undisguised  frankness,  and 
maintaining,  in  all  his  conduct,  probity  of  character.  A  gentleman^ 
who  well  knew  mankind,  often  said,  ^^  That  he  had  rather  hare 
Mr.  Harrison's  hearty  than  lord  Bacon's  head."  He  was  scarcely 
known,  amidst  all  the  freedoms  of  social  converse,  to  speak  evil 
of  any  man.  Such  was  his  modesty  and  humility,  he  ever  expressed 
a  deep  and  grateful  sense  of  every  instance  of  respect  and  kindness 
shewn  to  him,  as  if  beyond  his  merit.  So  far  was  he  from  envying 
the  talents,  or  being  jealons  of  the  popularity  of  other  ministers, 
that  he  took  a  pleasure  to  introduce  into  his  pulpit  those  whose 
ministrations  he  thought  would  be  more  pleasing  than  his  own.  His 
generosity  was  great,  and  he  has  been  known  to  give  a  garment  away 
before  he  was  furnished  with  another  in  its  place.  His  sermons 
were  judicious  and  instructive,  though  not  popular.  Great  was  his 
candour  towards  those  who  differed  from  him  in  religious  sentiments  : 
large  and  diffusive  was  his  charity.  His  publications  were,  a  letter 
in  the  White-Hall  Evening  Post,  Sept.  17,  1747,  to  the  authot 
of  the  dissenting  gentleman's  letter  to  Mr.  White.  In  1747,  ^'  Ai| 
humble  and  free  address  to  the  most  noble  president,  &c.  of  the 
Foundling  Hospital ;"  signed  Veraz.  It  discussed  the  question 
concerning  infant  baptism.  A  letter  by  way  of  reply  to  it  was  sent 
to  be  inserted  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  but  was  not  allowed 
a  place. 

Joshua  Toulinin,  D.  Df 

A  memoir  of  Dr.  Toulmin,  the  author  of  the  first  edition  of  the 
History  of  Taunton,  is  given  in  a  subsequent  chapter. 

Job  David. 

Dr.  Toulmin  was  succeeded  in  the  year  1803,  as  the  pastor  of 

this  congregation,  by  the  Rev.  Job  Darid^  who  Was  bora  at 
'  RoTr  Mft  Cappe^  of  York. 
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NewtDD.Nottage,  in  the  county  of  GlamorgaD,  in  1740.  His  fiitker^ 
iirho  was  a  baptist  minister^  and  had  the  saperint^ndanoe  of  a  chnreli 
at  P6n^y*fai)  in  the  Ticinity  of  Bridgend,  died  October  23d,  17(MI| 
ia>  his  59th  year  ;  and  his  name  and  cliaracter  are  highly  spoken  of 
in  that  part  of  the  principality,  even  to  tlie  present  day.  Tlie  son 
baring  been  sometime  before  Imptised^  and  commenced  preachm*! 
was  sent  in  1706,  to  the  baptist  academy  at  Bristol,  under  the  care 
of  Messrs.  Hugh  and  Caleb  Erans,  both  then  in  the  senith  of  their 
reputation.  Here  he  remained  till  1771,  and  afterwards  went  bpick 
to  Wales,  officiating  at  Pen.y.fal.  He  was  afterwards  inrited  to 
Frome^  in  this  county,  toaucceed  Mr.  Ledgfield,  and  was  ordained 
Oct.  7th,  1773.  Being  thus  settled,  he,  in  1774,  married  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  John  AUen,  a  reputable  tradesman  of 
that  town,  by  whom  he  had  sereral  children.  His  wife  dying  in 
1704,  he,  in  1798,  married  the  amiable  and  truly  respectable  widow* 
of  the  late  Richard  Wilson,  esq.  At  Frome,  Mr.  DaTid  continued 
for  thirty  years,  discharging  his  pastoral  office,  with  leal  and 
industry.  In  1803,  he  succeeded  Dr.  Tonlmin  at  Taunton,  on  hit 
remoTal  to  Birming^m.  Fire  years  he  continued  the  assiduous 
pastor  of  this  congregation,  but  the  disorder  of  the  stone  had,  by 
tills  time,  grieTOusly  undermined  his  constitution.  Sea-bathing 
was  recommended  by  the  faculty ;  and  he  accordingly,  towards  the 
close  of  the  year  1809,  retired  with  his  family  to  Swansea,  where 
he  receired  benefit  from  bathing.  In  the  spring  of  the  year  1813, 
a  sercre  illness  seized  him,  brought  on  by  his  original  complaint, 
and  he  expired  without  a  struggle  or  a  groan.  Though  he  had 
suffered  much  pain,  yet  no  murmur  escaped  his  lips.  To  aU  abont 
him  he  expressed  the  most  deTOut  resignation.  He  waa  interred  at 
Pen.y.fai,  in  a  vault  belonging  to  the  family,  amidst  a  lai^e 
concourse  of  mourning  relatires  and  friends.  The  Re?.  Thomas 
Jenkins  of  Swansea,  and  the  Rer.  John  Eiwards,  minister  of  that 
place,  addressed  the  people  in  the  ancient  British  language ;  whilst 
the  Rer.  Evan  Lloyd  of  Wick,  dKrered  an  oration  at  the  inter- 
ment in  the  adjacent  cemetery.  At  Swansea  on  the  succeeding 
Sunday,  two  funeral  sermons  were  preached ;  the  one  in  Welsh,  by 
the  Rey.  T.  Jenkins,  the  other  in  English,  by  the  ReT.  Richard 
Ef ans,  at  the  presbyterian  chapel.  Some  few  publications  pro- 
ceeded from  Mr.  Dayid^i  pen,  which  excited  at  the  time  conMerable 
attention.    These  were,   i.  <<  A  Utter  on  the  Uie  of  SaiiptaraL 
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.Doxologies,  addressed  to  the  MiDisters  of  the  Western  Association 
of  Particalar  Baptists ;"  which  occasioned  a  controTersy  between 
him  and    the  late  Dr.   Caleb    Eyans,  who    had  ordained  him* 

3.  <^  A  Sermon  preached  before  the  Unitarian  Society  in  the  West 
of  England."  3.  ^^  An  Assembly  Letter  on  the  Evidences  of 
Christianity,  drawn  up  at  the  desire  of  the  General  Baptists, 
when  met  at  their  annual  general  Assembly  in  Worship.street.'* 

4.  ^'  A  Reply  to  Dr.  Priestley,  on  the  subject  of  Infant  Baptism." 

5.  ^^  A  Letter  to  Dr.  Thomas  Coke  of  the  Wesleyan  Connection." 

Henry  Davies,  LL.  D. 

He  succeeded  Mr.  Dafid,  as  pastor  of  this  congregation,  in  1810. 


ildonttmental  Sxatti^tiansi 

IN  THE  BAPTISTS'  CHAPEL. 


Near  this  place  lieth  the  body  of 

Mr.  JOHN  NOBLE, 

Of  this  town,  merchant,  who  departed  this  life  May  1 5th,  1733, 

in  the  53d  year  of  bis  age. 

Also  Mrs.  JANE  NOBLE, 

Wife  of  the  above  John  Noble,  who  died  the  3d  of  October, 

1777,  aged  90.. 
Also  SAMUEL  NOBLE, 
Their  son,  who  died  the  6th  of  March,  1744,  aged  27. 

Also  MARY  TOTTERDELL,  •  * 

Their  daughter,  who  died  the  l9th  of  August,  1780,  aged  67. 

Also  LUKE  NOBLE, 

Merchant,  of  this  town,  son  of  the  above  John  and  Jane  Noble, 

who  died  the  I4th  of  July,  1804,  aged  83. 

Sacred  to  Memory. 

Near  to  this  pier  lieth 

Mr.  JOHN  CAPON,  jun. 

Who  died  Dec.  Wtb,  1801,  aged  39. 

Also  Mr.  JOHN  CAPON. 

Father  of  the  above  John  Capon,  who  diea  September  37tb, 

1806,  aged  73. 

Also  Mrs.  SALOME  CAPON, 

Wife  and  mother  of  the  two  above«named  John  Capon,  who  diecl 

October  the  15tb,  1815,  aged  92. 
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Id  Testimony  of  parental  and  Qoceasing  affectioD, 

For  a  most  belofed  and  amiable  youth, 

Lieut.  ROBERT  SMITH, 

Who,  in  the  pursuit  of  military  fame,  died  of  a  fever  in  the  West 

Indies,  16th   of  August,  1796,  in  his  16th  year, 

This  stone  is  erected  by  his  afflicted  father,  Captain  Smith, 

Of  this  congregation,  and  in  the  ministry  of  his  uncle^ 

The  ReF.  Dr.  Joshua  Toulmin. 

Sacred  to  the  Memory  of 

ELIZABETH    PaRR, 

Wife  of  the  Rer.  H.  Daries,  LL.  D. 

Minister  of  this  chapel. 

And  daughter  of  the  ReT.  T.  Edwards,  many  years 

Minister  of  the  Mint  congregation,  Exeter, 

Who  died  Nor.  9,  1820,  aged  35  years 

And  whose  remains  are  interred  in  the  adjoining 

Burying.ground. 


CALVINISTIC  baptists'   CHAPEL  IN 
SILVER-STREET. 

In  the  'year  1814,  a  society  of  calviDistic  baptists 
was  formed  in  this  town.  They  at  first  assembled 
for  divine  worship  in  a  room  in  East-street,  which 
was  opened  for  that  purpose  on  the  21st  of  Aug^ust, 
in  that  year,  and  was  well  attended.  During  the  time 
the  congregation  assembled  in  this  place,  they  erected 
a  neat  chapel  in  Silver-street,  fifty  feet  by  thirty-six, 
which  was  regularly  vested  in  the  hands  of  trustees, 
and  on  the  front  of  which  is  inscribed  '^  Baptist 
Chapel,  1815/*  This  was  opened  for  worship  on  the 
20th  of  September,  in  that  year,  and  on  the  same  day 
the  Rev.  R.  Horsey,  of  Wellington,  was  ordained 
to  the  oflice  of  pastor,  he  having  preached  to  the 
society  from  its  commencement. 

THE    OCTAGON    CHAPEL. 

This  chapel,  as  its  name  imports,  is  built  in  the  form 
of  an  octagon.  It  stands  in  Middle-street^  St,  Jame8% 
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and  was  erected  Id  the  year  ITTS,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Rev.  John  Wesley,  for  the  use  of  a  cong^r^ga^ 
tion  in  the  connection  of  that  celebrated  preacher. 
Mr.  Wesley's  congregation  having  removed  to  a  more 
convenient  chapel,  in  Upper  High-street,  the  octagon 
is  now  rented  by  the  Rev.  George  Baring,  for  the 
use  of  a  congregation  of  protestant  dissenters,  the 
followers  of  the  doctrines  preached  by  that  minister. 

This  chapel  is  a  neat  building  forty  feet  in  diameter^ 
and  is  conveniently  pewed.  Twelve  handsome  win- 
dows, six  of  which  are  circular,  render  it  light  and 
cheerful.  It  has  the  accommodation  of  a  good  vestry 
room.  Before  it  is  a  spacious  area,  inclosed  towards 
the  street  with  a  large  iron  gate  and  palisades. 

QUAKERS'    CHAPHL. 

'  The  quakers'  chapel  is  situated  towards  the  west 
end  of  Hunt's  Court.  The  ground  on  which  it  stands 
was  the  gift  of  Mr.  Robert  Button,  and  the  first  build- 
ing was  erected  in  1693.  This  edifice  having  become 
much  out  of  repair,  it  was  taken  down,  and  the  present 
chapel  erected  by  subscription  in  1814.  It  is  about 
sixty-five  feet  in  length,  and  thirty  in  breadth.  Tht 
front  faces  the  west,  and  the  entrance  is  under  a  stone 
portico.  The  interior  is  fitted  up  in  the  usual  neat 
and  appropriate  style  of  this  society.  At  the  south 
end  there  is  a  spacious  gallery. 

^  The  society  of  Friends  have  a  burial-ground  near 
the  first  mile-stone  on  the  road  to  Bridgwater. 

WESLEY  AN  METHODISTS*    CHAPEI.. 

*  This  building  is  situated  in  Upper  High-street, 

and  was  erected  in  the  year  1806,  by  the  late  Mr. 

^  James  Lackingtoui  who  sold  it  about  five  years 


4l(Wf  lo  the  Widdeyftti  M«tliodi»U^  WbM  ibt  oMi« 
^^Iregttltoft  Removed  thither  fram  the  Odagon  ch(l|>«l^ 
ih  Itiddle-Atreet.  Before  it  theiie  te  iui  M(ea  abMt 
tW^V«  liMt4n  Widths  sej^rMed  ffotti  the  istraeC  bjr  vrM 
^ftHtde*;  Thfe  <Hiapel  ^kteods  to  d«]^  dboot  s»i^ 
ft«t,  find me  <t^0t,  ^hich  filces  the  doMh^  ii  ftboil 
fefty^fetM  ih  htefidth.  The  «Dtl%iieiB  ii  by  two  didMf 
doe^  ^  ii  neuktly  Md  «l*iiMtttty  p^iir&d,  and  kai 
f&ltefieg  «h  Ihfe  «Mth,  e«M,  4Mnd  weisl  Mdasi  The 
^pttl^tt  Iti  on  lh«  north  side.  Umkr  ^  dmpA  wn 
mpteioM  ^ttiilla,  abd  m  Ihe^m,  Hod  Wert  sidte  tihitfe 
J8  It  MirAH  hittiat-^'g  iH^WId. 

'  The  t^tfthoKcs  ate  hfrilding  it  diap^,  while  thiM 
.^ages  are  going  through  the  press  in  the  Cresc^it. 
Tfartfe  aetvicdi  of  the  -calftolic  chnrch  are  cekbiatedf 
imVA  this  straetnre  sh^l  he  Goaipleted,  kt  a  private 
tMJM  tn  C^non^reet. 

CONVENT* 

m 

^  The  Convent'  stands  on  a  delightfiii  enraencc^  at 

"*  This  building  was  originally  intendod  for  a  general  tiotpftnty 
4(nr  the  'relief  of  the  rick  poor.  Tie  feaiiAatloii^toae  wat  teM  bf 
lord  N^itli,  attended  by  severai  noblemea,  aad  a  aaaRnral  ca«. 
^ftEOj  of  tlie  geintry  aad  <;l^rgy>  and  of  the  relpedtai^le  iahaMaali 
^  the  tovra,  oa  Michaelmas.ds^  1772.  The  following  inacriptioa 
was  engraTen  on  the  first  stone : — 

<<  On  the  day  of  the  feast  of  Saint  fillchael  and  all  angdsy  in  ttt 
yeirr  a  (sttt  i^tA  Chi^st,  MDCCLXXlt,  this  «tone  was  Idd,  the 
^ief  cortier.^«>ne  oT  m  ^aifHd  iMte^ilaS  forAo  i^lkf  ofMtoHdk 
poor.  The  Lord  givdJi  medicine  to  Ireal  Uteir  Mamm.  Stowey 
aad  ioviMj  ai'cbitectt.*' 

In  the  year  177^1  the  building  was  covered  in — but  here  wa 
must  stop— {£b  ftttkis  Vere  azhausted  hefare  ft  could  be  completei 

-^U  it'A^iiift'lttftth  loii^  d4!rty  tliiiMliittMtt|liMl  Mft| 

eroctioa. 
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m  ffaort  distance  from  the  town,  oi>  the  Shoreditch 
road,  and  is  open  on  every  side  to  the:heaUhy*ait.Qf 
the  sorronnding  country «  It  is  iohabil^  t>y  a  society 
pf  Auns,  of  the  order  of  St.  Francis,  who  took  ap  their 
residence  here  in  the  year  1807.  They  emigrated 
from  Brnssek  during  the  mdancholy  period  of  the 
French  revelation,  when  Robespierre  and  his  merci» 
leas  partizans  proscribed  the  clergy, and  whenFlandera 
had  become  the  seat  of  war  between  the  French  audi 
Allied  Armies.  On  the  arrival  of  these  nuns  in  England  . 
in  1794,  they  settled  at  Winchester,  where  theyrended 
iiatil  their  removal  to  Taunton.  The  superior  of  tins 
eonvMt  is  Madame  House. 

CHARITABLi:  INSTITUTIONS. 

The  second  class  of  public  buildings,  namely,  0ipM 
which  have  been  erected  fpr  the  purposes  of  charky^ 
are  the  Grammar  School,  the  Taunton  and  Somerset 
Hospital,  the  Alms-houses,  and  the  parish  Work-houseSf 

GRAMMAR  SCHOOL. 

The  first  place^  in  our  review  of  the  structoref 
erected  by  private  munificence  to  public  utility,  Most 
be  given  to  the  Grammar  School,  both  on  accouni 
of  liie  antiquity  and  the  object  of  it,  as  it  is  consecrated 
to  literature. 

This  is  a  large  and  strong  building  situated  on  the 
sooth  «ide  of  the  lenlrance  into  the  Castle^e^i. 
Adjoining  to  the  school  is  a  house  for  the  master. 
It  was  founded  in  1522,  by  Richard  Fox,'  bishop  of 

'  Dr.  'Toalnia  wys  that  ^^  tilts  appears  by  an  anthenfic  roister 
fapt  ia  Corpas  Cbristi  College,  Oxford."— -On  enquiry,  Aere  Is 
mot  aaj  docnmeat  ^wtmlerer  bekmgiiig  io  that  college  which  has 
reference  to  this  school. 
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Winehester,*  who  directed  that  the  warden  of  NeW 
tI!ollege,  Oxford,  should  have  the  nomination  of  the 
Inaster  for  ever.  Above  the  entrance  are  the  arms  of 
that  bishop,  namely,  Azure^  a  pelican  with  wings 
disclosed,  viilned,  feeding  her  yonng/ 
*  The  founder  not  having  provided  for  the  support 
of  the  school  or  of  the  master,  William  Walbee,  clerki 
who  appears  to  have  resided  at  Oxford,  by  his  will, 
dated  the  11th  of  July,  1554, 2  Philip  and  Mary,  and 
proved  in  the  Prerogative  Court  the  1st  of  February 
following,  gave,  *'  towards  establishing  a  stipend  for 
the  school-master  of  Taimton,  twenty  marks  la 
land,  or  so  much  money  as  may  purchase  the  said 
twenty  marks  after  twenty  years  purchase,"  and 
appointed  the  president  of  Corpus  Christi  College, 
the  warden  of  New  College^  Oxford,  Bdward  Napper, 

*  Richard  Fox,  LL.  D.  was  translated  from  the  see  of  Darham 
to  that  of  Winchester  in  1502.  He  was  also  keeper  of  the  prifjr. 
teal,  secretary  of  state,  one  of  the  pfify.council,  and  godfather  to 
Henry  VIII.  He  built  Corpus  Christi  C(illege,  Oiford,  151tS ;  the 
school  at  Taunton  in  1529  ;  and  a  free.school  at  Grantham,  wliere 
lie  was  born.  After  a  number  of  other  pious  acts,  he  died  Sept.  14^ 
1528y  and  was  buried  in  a  sumptuous  monument  on  the  south^side 
of  the  high  altar,  in  his  cathedral  church  of  Winchester.  To  the 
wisdom  of  this  prelate  may  be  traced  back,  as  its  first,  and  remote 
cause,  the  union  of  the  crowns  of  England  and  Scotland,  For 
with  a  view  to  the  contingency  of  such  an  event,  he  adrised  fleniy 
VIII.  to  marry  his  elder  daughter  to  James  IV.  king  of  Scotland ; 
and  a  commission  to  treat  of  such  a  marriage  was  according  to  that 
advice  made  out  to  him,  at  the  castle  of  Winchester,  Sept.  11,  1499. 

*  Dr.  Toulmin  says  that  there  are  also  the  arms  of  Hugh  Oldham, 
bishopof  Exeter;  iSa6/c,  a  chevron,  Or,  between  three -owls,  proper/ 
4>n  a  c\\\e(  Argent y  three  roses,  GkUe$ ;  bat  these  arms  are  not  tkfife 
now.  (1821.) 
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Edward  Friar,  and   Henry   Baily,  of  Oxford, 
executors* 

*  On  the  12th  of  June,  1655,  the  said  president  and 
warden,  and  Edward  Friar  and  Henry  Baily,  tbd 
executors  and  residuary  legatees  of  the  testator,  con- 
tracted with  William  Pole,  esq.  of  Colyford,  for  the 
purchase  of  divers  lands  in  tlie  parish  of  Uawkchurcb^ 
in  the  county  of  Dorset,  for  the  sunt-  of  four  hundred 
marks;  and  the-  said*  William  Pole,  fn  consideration 
of  the  said  sum,  granted,  sold,  and  conveyed 4o  Sir 
William  Portman,  knt.  lord  chief-justice  of  England^ 
Henry  Portman,  esq.  his  son,  Robert  Morwent,  clerk, 
S.  T.  P.  president  of  Corpus  Christi  College,  and 
Thomas  White^  clerk,.  LL^  Di  warden  of  New 
College,  Oxford,  and  witb  the  said  Edward^Friar  and 
Henry  Baily,  and  William  Hill  and  Robert  Hill,  of 
Taunton,  gentlemen,  all  those  his  messuages,,  cottagesy 
lands,  tenements,  rents,  reversions,  services,  commons^ 
wastes,  and  all  other  big  hereditaments,  called^CoffinSr 
bayes  and  Castle,  in  the  said  parish  of  Hawkchurch, 
excepting  the  lands  called  Chekeridge  and  Pennerell's 
Common,  fying  in^  Hawkchurch  aforesaid,  to  hold  die 
same  to  the  said  sir  William  Portman,  knt*  &c.  to 
the  use,  and  for  and  towards  the  finding  and  susten*- 
tation  of  a  school-master  for  ever,  within  the  Free 
GraoMnar  Sehool,  then  newly  built,  and  edified  in  the 
town  of  Taunton,  to  be  nominated  and  appointed  fo^ 
ever  by  the  warden*  of  New  College,  Oxford,  and  his 
successors,  wardens  for  the  time  being; 

'  And  the  grantor  covenanted  that  the  then  lessees  of 
the  premises,^^  at  the  end  of  their  terms,  should  leave 
growing  on  the  said  lands  two  hundred  oak  and  ^ 
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trees  at  the  least ;  and  he  further  coveDanted  that  the 
lands  thereby  conveyed  were  then  of  the  clear  yearJg 
value  of  thirteen  pounds,  six  shiUinys,  and  eight^pence, 
above  all  charges  and  reprisals.* 

*  And  be  also  covenanted  that  he  would  deliver  tht 
title  deeds  of  the  premises  before  ChristmasHlay  thea 
next  following,  at  the  house  of  the  warden  of  New 
College,  Oxford. 

'  From  this  time  none  of  the  subsequent  conveyanca^ 
to  D#w  trustees,  or  copies  thereof,  are  to  be  fctind^ 
until  the  year  1683,  being  a  period  of  one  hondred 
and  twenty-nine  years.  In  that  year,  by  indentures 
of  lease  and  release,  dated  the  1 5th  and  I  Olh  of  Octobov 
Samuel  Thomson,  of  Taunton,  doctor  of  phytie,  the 
t>nly  surviving  trustee  of  the  said  messuages,  landif 
and  tenements,  belonging  to  the  said  Free  GramHunr 
School  of  Taunton,  in  performance  of  the  trust  in  him 
reposed^  and  for  continuance  of  the  same  nsesaccordingp 
to  the  will  6f  the  said  William  Walbee,  grants  and 
conveys*   to  sir  William  Portman,  bart.  sir  Williaitt 

'  This  shews  that  by  the  leases  then  existing,  the  fnll  ySsiff 
Tslue  of  the  premises  was  reserf  ed,  and  not  granted  under  tmaU 
Tents  bj  waj  of  fines. 

*  In  this  conTejrance  these  lands,  containing  together  onelinndradl 
and  seven  acres,  are  described  as  follows  >— 

1  •  A  messuage  and  tenement  containing  by  estimadoasetenaets^ 
in  the  tNxapation  of  Ann  Mhchell. 

%  AH  those  closes,  containing  by  estimation  thirty-two  aciei,  in 
the  occupation  of  Robert  Pinney. 

3.  A  messuage  and  tenement  containing  by  estimation  siztaen 
acres,  in  the  occupation  of  Nicholas  Willis. 

4.  A  messuage  and  tenement,  containing  by  estisuitfM  rft  adti^ 
la  the  octopation  i>t  Robert  Moore. 
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Wytidh^ni,  hart,  sir  Francis  Wurre,  b^rt,  F^aapii^ 
Lattrell,  Nathaniel  Palmer,  and  John  Sanfo^d^  e^^rs^ 
^nd  their  assignsi  the  same  lands  as  are  gvanted  \>\  tjbp 
said  William  Pole  to  the  said  lord  phi^f-justioePQrtmiMI^ 
and  others^  by  the  deed  of  tlie  2d  of  Philip  p^nd  M^ry* 
*  By  indenture  of  r^l^se^  dated  Ju^q  Igth^  1718^ 
31?  Francis  Warr^,  bwt  W  the  only  surviving  trustee 
of  the  sfkid  liinds^  grants  and  cpi^yeys  th§  same)  ^nUt^ 

f •  A  oottsgt  Mid  teii«Bi«iit,  eontaioingaae  aere^  io  ths  o^eefiatfon^ 

pf  Mwy  Hrnit. 

C.  A  ^ttfi^ind  teqemeat^  In  the  occppatiQi^  of  Joba  jpippcn.. 

7.  4  messuage  and  tenament,  contaiDiqi^  by  astiipation  t^f^ 
cipht  acres,  iq  the  occupatipn  of  John  Wakelj» 

8.  A  messuage  and  tenement,  containing  bj  estimation  seTea- 
acfoi,  in  die  oeevpation  of  Bosan  Hodder. 

9.  Ail  those  fi^e  acre*  of  l^d  ifi  t}io  ocpupi^i^n  qf  WiIUmi^ 
Rliymond. 

This  conveyance  states  that  these  lands  and  tenements  are  hejd^ 
in  trnst  ^'  for  and  towards  the  finding  ai)d  sastentation  of  a  scJiooU 
auter  of  or  in  the  Free  Grammar  School  of  Taunton,  or  the 
repairing  of  the  seheohheusey  or  tohoot^master^ $  hofite  of  the  toikt 
scheel,  itandmgin  or  near  the  said  tamn;**  but  it  is  proper  to 
a^filifii  tbpit  i»  Walbee's  wiU  no  direction^  ^re  given  to  e^peqd  ^,nJf 
pjilf  pf  his  bequeat  in  repairs  either  of  the  spliool-h^use  or  school^ 
master^s  house. 

The  first  lease  of  the  aboTe-mentloned*  lands  and  tenements^ 
granted  by  the  master  of  the  school,  was  in  the  time  of  the  Crora-> 
wall  mparpatioo,  and  io  that,  and  many  other  of  the  subsequent 
liii#i9if  4Mva  ta  the  depith  of  Mr.  Up^p,  ih^  late  piaster,  the  frnps; 
fM  PP  f r^qtinj^  M^b  Lef ^es  f^re  expresse4  to  be  paid  to  thie  master 
t9w/irds  tbe  reparation  of  the  schooUhouse  and  schoQUmas^pr> 
house ;  in  many  others  the  fines  are  said  to  be  paid  to  the  master^. 
wlAinit  expressing  for  what  purpose ;  and  in  others  the  fines  are^ 
saii  lobe  paid  io  the  traitees,  but  mthout  mentiontog  h^w  they  wcrr 

tt  to  afyiifd.     In  ^  t'mt  of  Mr,  ifuriy,  all  tbe  fines  pf  ^eascf 
Hffftm^  tAl^  fW4  to  bi%  but  Yf  Hiu^u^  sayiof  far  wbal  piirpoit.. 
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and  to  the  use  of  Henry  Porttnan,  Thomas  Dyke^ 
William  Sanford,  and  Thomas  Palmer,  esquires,  and 
t6  Arthur  Parsons,  doctor  of  physick,  their  heirs  and 
assigns  for  ever,  upon  the  same  trusts  as  before 
mentioned. 

*  On  the  20th  of  August,  1720,  Henry  Portman  and 
Thomas  Palmer,  esquires,  grant  the  said  lands  to  John, 
earl  Poulett,  sir  William  Wyndham,  and  sir  John 
Trevelyan,  baronets,  Francis  Gwynn,  and  Edward 
Piiddaux  Gwynn,  esquires,  for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

'On  the  9th  of  June,  1743,  sir  John  Trevelyan,  of 
Nettlecombe,'  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  hart,  the 
then  only  surviving  trustee  of  the  lands  and  tenements 
belonging  to  this  school,  grants  and  conveys  the  same 
unto  the  earl  Poulett,  Francis  Gwynn,  Edward 
Dyke,  and  George  Trevelyan,  esquires,  their  heinr 
auid  assigns  for  ever,  upon  the  trusts  aforesaid. 

'  On  the  20th  of  October,  1770,  the  said  Francis 
Gwynn,  esq.  as  the  only  surviving  trustee,  conveys 
the  same  lands  and  tenements  to  Copplestone  Warre 
Bampfylde,  John  Fraunceis,  James  Bernard,  Richard 
Combe,  and  John  Collins,  esquires,  Alexander  Malet 
and  Francis  Warre,  clerks,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
for  the  purposes  aforesaid. 

*In  1797,  James  Bernard,  of  Crowcombe,  esq.  the 
surviving  trustee,  conveys  the  said  lands  belonging 
to  this  school  to  sir  Charles  Warre  Malet,  and  sir  John 
Lethbridge,  baronets,  H.  W.  Sanford,  John  Tyndal 
Warre,  and  Francis  Popham,  esquires,  and  James 
Camplin,  (now  James  Bernard)  clerk,  their  heirs  and 
assigns  for  ever,  as  trustees  for  the  purposes  aforesaid^ 
This  is  the  present  deed  of  trust,  and  Mr.  Popham 
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and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bernard,  are  the  only  two  surviving 
trustees. ' 

'  In  the  year  1647,  at  the  court  of  survey  hoklen  at 
Taunton,  for  the  sale  of  bishops*  lands,  the  jury 
presented,  that  the  schooUhouse,  standing  within  the 
precincts  of  the  castie  of  Taunton,  time  out  of  mind 
hath  been  enjoyed  and  kept  as  a  free  school,  the  master 
thereof  paying  unto  the  lord  of  the  manor  of  Taunton, 
in  lieu  of  his  rent,  four-penee  per  annum. 


'  LIST  OF  MASTERS  OF  THE  FREE  GRAMMAR 

SCHOOL   AT   TAUNTON. 

John  Bond,  A.  M.  occurs  about  1580. 

He  was  born  at  TruU,  a  village  two  miles  from  Taunton,  in  1 550, 
and  was  educated  at  Winchester.  In  1569  he  was  entered  a  student 
of  New  College  in  Oxford,  where  he  became  highly  esteemed  for 
bis  academical  learning.  In  1578  he  took  the  degree  of  B.  A.  and 
In  1579  that  of  M.  A.  and  soon  after  the  warden  and  fellows  of  his 
ooUege,  to  which  he  was  chaplain,  appointed  him  master  of  the  Free 
Grammar  School  of  Taunton.  Here  he  continued  many  years, 
and  several  of  his  scholars,  among  whom  was  Dr.  Gilbert  Sheldon, 
archbishop  of  Canterbury,  became  eminent  both  in  church  and  state. 
Being,  at  length,  however,  tired  with  the  fatigue  of  this  irksome 
employment,  he  turned  his  thoughts  to  the  study  of  physic,  and 
practised  it  with  great  reputcition,  although  without  taking  any 
degree  in  that  faculty.  He  died  at  Taunton  the  8d  of  August,  1013, 
and  was  buried  in  the  chancel  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen's  church,  with 
the  following  epitaph  :— 

Qui  medicuB  doctus,  prudentis  nomine  clarus, 

Eloquii  splendor,  Pieridumque  decus, 
Virtutis  cultor,  pietatis  vixit  amicus, 
Hie  jacet  in  tumulo ;  spiritus  alta  tenet. 

No  traces  of  this  monument  remain  at  present. 

*  From  documents  commanicated  by  the  Rer.  J.  Towniabd,  i»f 
Taunton,  the  kt«  imiten 
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Mr.  Bond  hu  left.^^  Anuotatioiiea  in  Poemalft  Qainti  Ror^tif^'^ 
Lond*  1006,  8vo;  Han.  1621,  8vo;  and  Leydeo,  1653,  9f^^ 
Tht  best  edition  is  that  of  Amsterdam,  1686,  Hmo. 

Hif  Persins  was  not  printed  tHl  tw»  years  after  liii  deatb^  nndir 
a^  following  title,  ^  Anli  Persii  Placet  Satyrs  sex,  enm  pAth^nrf^ 
cosmioiitariii  Joliannii  Bond,"^  16^14,  8fo»  Ii  was  pnblislMd  ]fw 
Roger  Prowse,  wbo  liad  married  liis  daughter  Eliaabeth,  gpd  wki^ 
in  the  dedication  to  Dr.  Montague,  bishop  of  Bath  and  WfitlM^ 
informs  ns,  that  his  father-in-law  bad  not  put  the  last  liaod  io  thoi^ 
Commentaries ;  which  may  be  the  reason  of  those  eoniidertbio 
defects  io  some  points  of  history  aqd  philosophy  which  aia  to  bo 
fotod  in  them.  Wood  is  of  opinieo  tiiat,  besides  these,  lie  wroto^ 
se? eral  other  pieces^  which  wore  never  pnbiishod.' 

Mr.  Bond  is  iaid  to  have  been  chief  secretary  to  lord  chancellor 
Egerton. — One  of  his  name  occurs  twice  as  a^ember  Ibr  TiiniltoD^ 
in  the  parliaments  of  1601  and  1603. 

£dward  Allenson,  gent,  occars  1062* 
WUliam  HarriwD,  gent,  oceans  from  1671  tp  )077|, 
Rtv.  Tbomai  Jenkios  occurgfrom  1694 19  1717. 
Itev.  James  Upton,  A.  M.  occars  1130-^^1749^ 

He  was  the  fourth  son  of  a  gentleman  of  Cheshire,  and  was  bom 
at  Winslow,  in  diat  county,  Dee.  10,  1670.    He  was  edneated  at 
Eton,  and  became  a  fellow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge.    Mr* 
Upton  afterwards  returned  to  Eton  at  the  request  of  Dr.  MewbofOBgia 
the  head  master,  and  was  appointed  tutor  io  sir  WilliaBi  WyndiuiM^ 
bart.    He  married  a  lady  of  a  respectable  family  in  that  neighbour^ 
hood,  of  the  name  of  Proctor,  by  whom  he  had  so? eral  ehlldros. 
From  Eton  he  remoTed  to  Ilminster,  in  this  eovnty,  upoa  lii# 
inritation  of  die  earl  Poulett,  (who  soon  afterwards  appofntsi  him 
his  cliaplain,)  and  seferal  respectable  gentlemen  of  tlie  county,  whosv 
he  remained  a  few  years,  and  taught  the  learned  languages.    From 
Ilminster  he  came  to  Taunton,  and  all  his  pupHi  with  him;  and 
here  so  great  was  his  fame,  and  so  well  deserved,  that  he  §ow» 
became  master  of  the  largest  prorindal  school  at  tbat  time  known 


'  Biof.  Bift.^Wood'i  Ath,  vol.  l^Bircb's  Uk  of  Pftncw 
Henry,  p.  73.~Chalmer8's  Biographical  Dktmi^i  f^  ^'^  P*  ^^ 
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ia  England,  amounting  to  abo? e  two  hnndned  boyi,  almott  aToqr 
§ ontleman  of  distinguished  fortune  and  abilittet,  of  this  and  the 
floighbouring  counties,  haTing  receifod  his  classical  cdocatios 
Imder  him. 

In  1719  he  was  presented  to  the  fectory  of  MonksiWer,  in  thia 
county,  and  after  he  became  master  of  the  school  io  Tanntoo,  kt 
atrred  thfi  parish  church  of  Blshop*s.Hull  for  many  years.  He 
died  at  Taunton  on  the  13th  of  August,  1740* 

In  the  year  1006,  Mr.  Upton  published  at  Cambridge  an  ezoelleal 
edition  of  Aristotle's  Art  of  Poetry,  with  notes.  In  170f,  be 
published  ^t  Eton  Dionysins  Halicamasseos ;  and  in  the  year  ITW^ 
his  niiMiXit  *It^»j  a  most  useful  and  much  approTod  selectioii  of 
passages  from  Greek  authors,  with  a  latin  translation.  He  waa 
the  author  of  scTeral  single  sermons  upon  particular  occasions^  and 
republished  in  1711  Ascham*s  School.maater,  with  notes. 

The  first  edition  of  this  book  was  printed  under  the  title  ot 
<^  The  School.master ;  or  a  plain  and  perfite  way  of  teaching  cUldree 
to  understand,  write,  and  speak  the  latin  tongue ;  but  especially  pur# 
posed  for  the  prirate  bringing  up  of  youth  in  gentlemen  and  noble* 
men's  houses ;  and  commodious  also  for  all  such  as  hare  forgot  the 
latin  tongue,  and  would  by  themselres,  without  a  schole^master,  is 
abort  time,  and  with  small  paines,  recoTer  a  sufficient  abilitie  to  uiu 
derstand,  write,  and  speak  latin,  by  Roger  Ascham,  1 670.  London^ 
printed  by  John  Daye." — This  work  was  inscribed  by  Ascham'i 
widow  io  sir  William  Cecil,  principal  secretary  of  state.  The  desige 
originated,  as  we  are  informed  in  the  preface.  In  a  con?ersatioa  e» 
education,  which  took  place  at  secretary  Cecil's  apartments  in  Wind* 
aer  Castle,  in  1563.  This  book,  which  contains  the  best  adyiee  ever 
glren  for  the  study  of  languages,  was  reprinted  by  Daye,  1671 ;  by 
Jeffes,  1580 ;  and  by  Mr.  Upton,  as  abo?e.mentioned,  in  171i»«» 
Aicham  was  latin  secretary  to  king  Edward  VI.  and  the  qneasi 
Mary  and  Elizabeth ;  he  was  also  tutor  to  the  latter  queen  In  the 
learned  languages,  reading  some  hours  with  her  every  day.  Be. 
waa  remarkable  for  writing  a  fine  hand,  and  taught  that  art  to  priaee 
Edward,  the  lady  Elizabeth,  the  two  brothers  Henry  and  Chailefy 
dukes  of  Suffolk,  and  several  other  persons  of  diatlnctioa. 

Rev.  James  Hurly,  A.  B,  appointed  17499  died  178& 
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his  early  education  at  Lydeard.St. -Lawrence,  and  rather  late  in  UH 
entered  upon  academical  studies,  at  Baliol  College,  Oxford,  wliw» 
he  took  the  degree  of  B.  A.  In  1752  he  succeeded,  on  the  deatk 
of  the  Re?.  Mr.  Strode,  to  the  liTing  of  Taonton.St..Janie9,  nA 
was  abo  incumbent  curafe  of  Wilton  and  TruH,  botb  in  the 
Ticinity  of  Taunton.  • 

Mr.  Hnrlj  was  author  of  the  four  following  publicattom  >-^ 

1st.  ^^  The  Divine  Mission  of  the  Messiah  demonstrated  from  the 
elerenth  Chapter  of  the  Prophet  Daniel,  Cor  the  cooTiction  of  Jews 
and  Debts.'*     quarto.  » 

4d«  ^^  A  History  of  the  Creation ;  wherein  is  shewn  that  the 
Copemican  Philosophy  b  contradicted  by  Pha^nomena,  end  that 
the  Mosaic  System  is  confirmed  from  Phasnomena."    9  toIs*  8fa;^ 

Sd.  ^^  The  NatcuFal  Motion  of  the  Suo  practioally  explaintd^ 
which  dbcorers  the  Longitnde  in  all  Parts  of  the  World.''"    8fo« 

4th.  Ecliptical  Astronomy  restored  to  its  natural  Simplicitjr^ 
in  theory  and  practice,  upon  Mosaic  principles ;  whose  uses  ar6 
also  specified  in  naTigation.''  8vo.  Mr.  Hnrly,  actuated  by  i, 
reference  for  the  Mosaic  account  of  the  creation,  and  not  considering 
that  Moses  and  the  scriptures  speak  the  language  of  appearances^ 
while  Copernicus  and  sir  Isaac  Newton  investigated  the  causes  of 
those  appearances,  is  an  advocate  for  the  theory  that  the  earth 
occupies  the  centre  of  the  universe,  and  is  quiescent — that  the  snur 
is  hurled  with  immense  velocity  about  the  earth — and  that  every 
planet  shines  without  assistance  from  a  brighter  luminary.  To  these 
notions  he  added  others  peculiar  to  himself,  and  which  strongly* 
mark  the  eccentricity  of  which  the  human  mind  is  capable.  Such 
as  these :  that  tides  are  occasioned  by  the  sun — ^that  eclipses  are  tho 
effects  of  a  vapour — and  that  the  lucid  portion  of  the  moon  is  abeA 
of  ice-^that  the  moon  is  a  composition  of  cold,  as  the  sun  b  of  fire-^ 
that  the  height  of  tiie  moon  b  one  mile  and*  one  sixth  part  of  a  mile— 
and  that  the  fixed  stars  are  very  near  the  earth,  becausehis  telescope^ 
of  eighteen  inches  focal  length,  which  could  not  command  objects 
ten  miles  distant,  shewed  distinctly  the  smallest  stars  in  the  pleiadeil 

It  may  gratify  curiosity,  to  lay  before  the  reader  a  specinien  d 
the  manner,  in  which  Mr.  Hurly  illustrates  some  of  hb  extraoT^Bnary 
positions ;  for  instance,  his  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  moon's  light, 
r-^^  If  yon  can  see  the  moon/'  he  says^  <f  ^^f^  i'^  ^^^  neaa^thft 


:• 
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jtvn,  a  little  before  or  after  a  new  mooo,  yon  may  perceive  very 
distinctly  the  face  of  the  old  moon,  which  is  gradually  covered  by 
€he  new  growing  over  it     It  is  a  curious  and  pleasing  sight  .to 
observe  these  different  phases,  by  the  telescope.     Once  or  twice,  I 
have  seen  the  old  moon  white;  wheq  it  resembled  white  paper. at 
viewed  by  a  magnifying  glass;  but  it  generally  happens,  that ^ the 
old  moon,  though  sensibly  discerned,  has  only  a  faint  light,  or  a 
dusky  appearance,  like  the  dinginess  observable  on  a  full  moon. 
The  new  grows  over  the  old,  more  and  more,  daily  ;  till  at  last  the 
4>ne  is  totally  covered  and  hid  within  the  other.     The  covering  is  iccy 
•which  spreads  in  this  manner ;  on  the  left  side,  where  the  hollow  of 
the  growing  moon  .appears,  crystals  shew  themselves,  distinctly  and 
separately,  some  in  lines,  others  in  small  surfaces ;  and  in  many  parts 
)thereis  no  visible  shoot,  or  linear  extension  of  the  crystal,  but 
points  and  specks,  or  greenish  vivid  spots  of  different  sizes.      The 
next  evenini;  the  crystals  of  the  preceding  day  are  lost  in  the  increase 
of  the  new  moon^s  dimensions :   and  then  other  crystals  appear, 
onward  the  same  way,  and  in  the  same  manner,  as  before  ;  which 
submit  likewise,  in  their  turn,  to  the  spreading  ice.      Thus  it  con- 
tinues till  the  moon  b  full,  only  the  crystallization  is  net  performed 
in  so  minute  a  manner  as  at  the  first.    When  the  full  moon  is  com- 
pleted, the  ice  begins  to  break  on  the  right  side,    and,    as  it  wears 
away,  presents  the  same  phaenomena,  on  the  decreasing  side  of  the 
moon,  as  were  before  seen  by  the  increase.*'    Essay  on  the  Hist. 
4>f  the'Creaiion^  p.  ^53 — ^265. 

The  effect  of  exposing  a  piece  of  ice  to  the  air,  in  the  heat  of 
summer,  being  an  aqueous  vapour,  which  presently  appears  col- 
lected about  its  surface;  (Boerhaave,  p.  436.)  Mr.  Hurly  concludes 
from  thence,  the  moon  being  invested  with  a  covering  of  ice,  ^^  that 
at  the  time  of  a  lunar  eclipse,  when  the  sun's  rays  issue  directly 
against  the  moon's  surface,  although  at  a  very  great  distance  from  it, 
they  have  power  to  excite  this  aqueous  vapour,  or  cloud ;  which, 
according  to  the  different  proportions  of  its  density,  must  affect  the 
moon's  surface  in  a  different  manner ;  and  may  quite  obscure  it,  or 
leave  it  more  or  less  perceptible.  And  in  a  solar  eclipse,  the  moon, 
when  on  that  side  of  the  sun  which  is  turned  from  us,  by  a  powerful 
*  AttractioQ  of  the  lays  from  the  place  of  our  dwelliDg,  leaves  us  but 
a  gloomy  UglU.'>    AM.  p.  ?e{N-274. 
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His  Umiy  <rf  tiK  tm  U  difn  esplauied  s  ^^  Tte  AmI  ^f  Hm  tn 
aclf  ms  9M  mirjpvHp  nptm  tlM  waten  it  paites  mww^  eitnoHag  ikm 
«ir  Mge4  ftm  the  dbptk  ofdM  sea,  by  atteovathf  tluit  wUch  b 
ioliject  to  the  eakr  ire,  ••  weU  ebeTe  m  benetth  the  soHeoe  eflfee 
4mp»  Whee  the  m^fft  air  is  dilated  lif  the  natnial  pewier  of  tfie 
fiOy  aed  ceoteqaeBtljr  Made  to  awead,  the  lower  air  Htev  briitly 
afltor  it,  wtiieh  mm  bclere  leclMd  down,  ••  it  were,  at  the  iMiHeai  af 
tfia  tvalers ;  mmi  fa  fercfag  ite  way  upwards,  It  eamet  a  fialeat 
i^Mi4»n,  likethecbiiniaeiiaCwater  when  heeled  and  Mbjeotodta 
the  power  oC  the  air.poaip.  The  iaiaeaoe  the  aioaa  has  opea  tto 
lidei  k§  ee  clheck  the  ewdllag  of  tlM  waves,  by  Iwr  ooM  eeadearfaf 
fWBlfty.'*    Boiiptiotd  JHrommy^  p,  Itt,  184. 

Mr.  HwHy  died  oa  theVSdof  Oecetfber,  1783,  agedW,  aad  was 
karied  ia  Wilton  ehureh-yard,  where  Aeie  Is  the  MIowing  Iaicirip» 
tlon  to  his  meaKiry  t-— 

Underneath  this  stone  are  deposited  the  remains  of 

JAMES  HURLy,  B.  A. 

Incumbent  jcurate  of  this  parish,  of  Tanoton  St.  James,  jsnd  <^TniU i 

Also  master  of  the  Grammar  School  in  Taunton  ; 

A  man  of  genius  and  literature. 

Of  unaffected  piety,  and  unsullied  integrity  ; 

Who,  haying  performed  the  offices  of  his  sacred  functloB^ 

And  attended  the  duties  of  his  school. 

With  unremitted  diligence,  upwards  of  thirty  yeacs^ 

Was  called  to  receive  the  reward  of  his  labouriy 

Dec.  23d,  1783,  aged  70. 

His  six  surTiring  children. 

With  the  highest  gratitude  and  reference, 

Offer  this  tribute  of  duty 

To  (he  memory  of  their  honoured  and  much-bdoyediaUi^ 

Rev.  NaChanid  Hitie,  appointed  1784. 
Itev.  George  Townsend,  1784,  died  1796. 
ReF.  John  Townsend,  1796,  resigned  1820. 
Siev«  Alfred  Barker,  tbe  prefient  masker,  1S80. 

Se  !hai  puhlisiMd  <<  Senma  preaohed  in  Urn  parriMi  <lwi<h  %t 
St.  Msry  Magdalen^  TaonleD,  1«K)^"  «T4i«  9ff. 
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BOTS'   AND  OIRLS*   CHARITY  8CttOOI*« 

^  A  school  for  eighty  boy^  and  fifty  girls  is  supported 
by  Tolantary  contribution  in  Middle^^street.  They  are 
clothed  annuallyi  and  educated  in  the  principles  of  the 
christian  religion.  The  girls  are  also  taught  to  work 
iritfa  the  needle,  and  receive  such  other  useful  instmo- 
CiOb  as  appears  best  ealcolated  to  render  them  fit  to  be 
placed  out  to  aerrice. 

VAf  NTON  AND  SOSCSmSSST  BOSfrlTAX.. 

*  This  institution  owes  its  origin  to  the  cdebration 
in  ikm  town  of  the  jvbtulb,  qu  the  the  S6th  of 
Octeberi  1809,  being  the  day  on  which  his  late 
majesty,  kingOEORe&  the  Third,  entered  into 
the  fiftieth  year  of  his  reig^* 

In  the  beginning  of  October  in  that  year,  every 
ttewqmper  teeoMd  with  advertisements  announcing 
pablvc  meetings  of  various  descriptions,  to  be  holden 
for  the  purpose  of  celeforating  euch  an  important  day; 
In  the  Tinmtofi  Ckmrkrj  of  the  dth  of  October,  ap- 
peared the  following  c-r- 

IVk  Kmg's  AcoenUn^^^**  The  puUic  are  informed, 
%y  the  desire  of  many  gentlemen  of  the  town  and 
aeighbourfafood  of  Taunton,  that  there  will  be  a  dinner 
«t  the  Castle  Inn«  on  Wednesday  the  Sdth  instant, 
Mng  the  day  on  which  his  majesty  enten^  on  the 
AftiMh  yteer  tsf  his  mgtu*' 

In  the  saoc^eding  paper  appeared  the  Mfayoined 
lntter>  re^nesting  tiie  establidhrment  of  some  menwrial^ 
\ff  wluch  the  r^nembrance  of  the  virtues  and  hen6«- 
^%ienoe  of  st  senreireign,  of  whom  it  may  be  traly  said, 
thai  he  reignpsd  in  the  hearts  ^f  km  people,  might  he 
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perpetuated  in  a  more  solid  and  darable  manner^  than 
by  the  mode  previously  proposed. 

Sir, — Having  observedi  in  your  paper  of  last  week^ 
an  advertisement,  giving  information  to  the  public, 
that,  by  the  desire  of  many  gentlemen  of  the  town  and 
neighbourhood  of  Taunton,  there  will  be  a  dinner  at 
the  Castle  Inn,  on  Wednesday  the  25th  instant,  the 
day  on  which  his  majesty  enters  the  fiftieth  year  of 
his  reign,  I  beg  leave  to  express  my  regret,  that  no 
better  modeof  celebratingso  important  aday  sogg^ested 
itself  to  the  minds  of  the  gentlemen  above  alluded  to. 

Had  I  been  present  at  the  above  meeting,  I  shoold 
have  endeavoured  to  inculcate  the  propriety  of  advising 
some  means,  by  which  the  remembrance  of  a  day,  so 
remarkable  in  the  history  of  this  country,  might  be 
perpetuated  in  a  much  more  solid  and  lasting  manner 
— that  its  celebration  should  not  be  merely  ephemeral, 
but  that  it  should  be  made  the  opportunity  of  giving 
rise  to  some  benevolent  institution,  whose  efiects  might 
be  experienced,  not  only  by  a  portion  of  his  majesty's 
subjects  at  present,  but  also  be  felt  and  acknowledged 
by  future  generations.  It  would  be  no  difficult  task 
to  point  out,  and,  in  my  opinion,  even  to  accomplish, 
this  desirable  object;  for  although  many  charitable 
institutions,  greatly  to  the  credit  and  honour  of  the 
place,  already  exist  here,  yet  a  very  important  one  is 
still  wanting ;  and  as  health  is  one  of  the  most  inva- 
luable blessings  that  can  be  given  to  man,  so  the  means 
of  preserving  it,  of  obviating  and  removing  diseases, 
must  be  ranked  amongst  the  greatest  benefits  that  can 
be   bestowed.     Sincerely  wishing^  then,   to  see  a 
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scheme  of  this  nature  carried  into  effect  in  the  town 
of  Taunton,  I  take  the  liberty  of  offering  my  indi- 
vidual wishes  that  a  meeting  of  the  inhabitants  shoold 
be  convened  on  the  25th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of 
proposing  and  taking  into  consideration  the  best  and 
most  effectual  plan  for  establishing  in  Taunton  a 
public  Medical  Institution,  for  the  use  of  its. poorer 
inhabitants,  making  that  day  the  birth*day  of  the 
undertaking  ;  and  1  recommend  the  scheme  with 
confidence,  being  fully  persuaded  that  it  would  be 
most  congenial  to  the  benevolent  feelings  of  his  majesty, 
the  father  of  his  people,  and  decidedly  the  most  bene-^ 
ficial  to  the  welfare  of  his  subjects. 

"  Taunton,  October  9th,  1809." 

'This  communication,  for  which  the  county  and 
humanity  in  general  are  indebted  to  the  benevolent 
mind  of  Malachi  Blake,  M.  D.  of  Taunton,  produced 
a  public  notice  from  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty^ 
residing  in  Taunton,  which  was  announced  on  the 
19th  of  October,  as  follows  : — 

<<  To  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Taunton,  and 
the  county  of  Somerset, 

**  We  whose  names  are  undersigned,  highly  ap- 
proving of  the  plan  recommended  in  the  last  Taunton 
Courier,  for  celebrating  the  25th  day  of  the  present 
month,  and  sincerely  wishing  to  see  a  medical  insti- 
tution established  here  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  take 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  offering  to  the  public  every 
aid  in  our  power  for  commencing  and  continuing  the 
same. 

**  We  earnestly  hope,  therefore,  that  a  meeting  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  county  will  be*  called 

p 


-<»  WQ4nedby»  the  35tb  uvslant.  for  ihepurp^M^ 
^comid^riQg  the  best  meaas  by-  wKkk  suich  a  If^pdsibtib 
msA  benevolent  design  niay  be  carried  iato  dXefiU 
IS.  B.  Metfordei,  Mi  D.       J%  BimMmbi^. 
A.  Meoifeiiald,  M.  Ik         H.  Trolt^ 
&.  KiBgiake,  M.  IX  W.  Bug^ter, 

14.  Blake,  M.  O.  €.  Widick^ 

-Jc  Bryant,  H^  C.  fi^t^ndwlf 

T.  Woodforde,  Jos.  W^W 

J,  Welcb^ 


^  In  &ctberaii(^.o£  die.  abore,  haodrbiUp  :wem  cireivn 
^ated  under  the  sanction  of  the  ReT^  Jolili>Q9kl)^  o£ 
Taunton,  and  the  Rev.  Vrwicis.  Wmee,  ,o€  Cbeddon- 
iUtzpainef  two  magistrates  of,  tfae  diYiaioni,  cowwmg 
a. meeting  oatiie2fitbL  of  October^  totakethf^i^fe^l 
into  consideration.  A  meeting  accocdrnglyr  tuofcplefie 
at  the  ^uildhaH  in  Ta^inton,  on«  the  2fi^lH  Jeba: 
Tyndale  Warre,  esq.  of  Hesterirombe,  in  the  cliairt 
when  a  liberal  subscri[4ion  was  immediately  entered 
into,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  carry  the  plan 
into  execution. 

■*  The  public  dinner  at  the  Castle  was  very  fuHy  and 
respectably  attended,  and  the  subscriptions  entered 
into  on  that  day  were  sufficiently  largpe  and.  npmerous 
to. induce  a  well-founded  confidence  in  the  foture 
success  of  the  undertaking,  and  a. determination, to 
persevere  in  it  A  committee  having*  been  formed  of 
the  principal  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  coimty;  pre- 
sent, and  the  preliminary  steps  having  been  taki^hy 
them,  the  foundation  stone  was.  laid  with  masonic 
honours  on  the   11th  of  Aprils  181(V  oa  gremid 
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mutiificently  given  to  the  iDstitation  for  the  parffose^ 
by  George  Sheppard,  esq.  of  Bishop's-HalK 

'  This  interesting  event  was  attended  by  a  great  coi»» 
coarse  of  peojdey  who  thronged  into  Tannton  from  the 
more  distant  parts  of  the  coanty,  to  witness  the  cere* 
mony.  The  grand  masonic  procession  moved  forward 
from  the  market-house  at  eleven  o^clock,  to  St.  Mary's 
church,  wberie  an  excellent  and  approptiate  discourse 
was  delivered  by  the  Rev.  J.  Guierin,  of  Bajgborougb. 
From  the  church  the  procession  proceeded  to  the 
ground  where  the  building  was  to  be  erected.  The 
grand  chaplain  here  offered  up  a  prayei^  suitable  to  the 
solemn  occasion,  in  an  address  to  the  Grand  Architect 
of  the  universe,  to  bless  and  protect  the  present  under- 
taking ;  and  the  provincial  grand  master,  John  Leigb^ 
esq.  of  Combhay,  after  a:  short  but  impressive  oration, 
laid  the  foundation  stone  in  regular  masonic  form  ; 

*^  And  lo !  a  goodly  hospital  ascends.'* 

^^  It  18  a  worthy,  edifying  si|;ht, 

And  giTes  to  human  kind  peculiar  grace, 
To  see  kind  hands  attending  day  and  nigfit. 

With  tender  ministry  from  place  to  place. 
Some  prop  the  head,  some  from  the  pallid  face 

Wipe  off  the  faint,  cold  dews  weak  nature  sheds. 
Some  reach  the  healing  draught,  the  while  to  chace 

The  fear  supreme,  around  their  softened  beds 
Some  holy  man  by  prayer  alUopening  heaven  dispreads." 

^  The  hospital  was  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients 
on  the  25th  of  March,  1812.  It  contains  four  wards, 
namely,  two  for  men,  and  two  for  women,  and  will 
accommodate  twenty-six  in-patients.  There  is  an 
aptftheoary's  shop,  neatly  fitted  up^  a  committee^'rooB^ 


313  HISTORY   OF  TAUNTON* 

4knd  suitable  apartments  for  the  matron  and  other 
attendants  upon  the  sick ;  and  a  well-lighted  and 
•convenient  operation-room,  lately  erected. 

^  Since  the  hospital  was  opened,  there  have  been 
admitted  to  the  25th  of  October,  1820, 1414  patients, 
^f  whom  were  cored,    -----    826 

Relieved, 255 

Made  out-patients,  -  -  -  153 
Discliai^ed  by  desire,  -  -  24 
:For  misconduct,  -  .  -  13 
incurable,  «  -  .  •  .  38 
Not  benefitted,   -     -     .    .       30 

Dead,        - 42 

In  the  hospital  Oct  25th,   -       24 


Total, 1414 

'  There  have  been  7557  out-patients  admitted  daring 
the  same  period.  Patients  are  admitted  on  Thursdays 
onfyf  before  twelve  oVIock,  excepting  cases  of  acci- 
dents, when  the  matron  may  take  them  into  the  house 
without  delay. 

*  The  foUowing  are  the  medical  and  other  officers  of 
this  benevolent  institution  : — 

President — Right  hon.  John,  earl  Poulett. 

Chairman — Edward  Bury,  esq. 

Treasurer — Malachi  Blake,  M.  D. 

Auditors — Mr.  Buncombe  and  Mr.  Badcock* 

Chaplains — Rev,  H.  Bower;   Rev.  J.  Townsend; 

Rev.  Alfred  Barker. 
Secretaries—Mr.  Pinchard  and  Mr.  W.  P.  PinchaiA* 
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Consulting  Physician — Dr.  Macdonald, 
Physicians — Dr.  Blake,  Dr.  Kinglake, 

Dr.  Metford., 
Consulting  Surgeons— Mr.  Bryant,  Mr.  Woodforde^ 

Mr.  Welch. 
Surgeons — Mr.  Standert,  Mr.  Liddon^ 
Mr.  Joseph  Welch. 
Medical  Steward^Mr.  Billet^r 
Matron — Mrs.  Warren. 
'  The  expenses  of  this  establishment  for  the  year 
ending  October  25th,  1820,  anoiounted  to  nine  hundred 
and  four  pounds,  five  shillings,  and  nine-pence.     It 
Iiad  at  that  date  a  capital  in  the  public  funds  of  one 
thousand  and  ten  pounds,  five  shillings. 


AI.MS-HOVSES. 

Of  the  alms-houses  in  Tauntoa  only  two  are,  at  pre- 
sent, endowed ;  these  are  Gray's  and  Huish's.  The 
others  areHenley's,Portmaa's  or  Pope's^  and  Magdalen- 
lane  alms-houses. 

gray's  aois-uouse. 

The  largest  of  these  alms-houses  is  that  founded  by 
Robert  Gray,  esq.  situated  at  East-gate.  It  is  in  length 
one  hundred  and  thirty  feet,  having,  besides  the  chapel 
and  school-room,  seventeen  separate  apartments,  with 
a  small  garden  belonging  to  each.  On  the  front  of  this 
house  are  two  coats  of  arms,  the  first  of  which  is  the 
founder's,  Barry  of  six,  argent  and  azure,  on  a  bend^ 
gules,  three  annulets,  or.  Tlfe  other  coat  is  that  of 
the  Merchant  Tailors'  company  of  London,  of  whicln 
Mr,  Gray  was  a  member. 
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The  ibllowing  iMcription,  on  a  stone  in  the  front 
of  the  bnildingy  records  the  commencement  of  this 
charitable  institation,  and  the  general  design  of  the 
founder. 

'^  Laos  Deo.  This  charitable  work  is  founded  by 
Robert  Graye,  of  the  cittie  of  London^  esquier,  borne 
in  this  towne^  in  the  house  adjoyning  hereunto, 
i^ho  in  his  ^fe-time  doth  erect  it  for  tenn  poore  aged 
syngle  women;  and  for  their  competent  livelihood, 
and  daylie  prayers  in  the  same,  provided  sufficient 
maintenance  for  the  same.     1635.*' 

The  nature  of  this  maintenance,  and  the  extent  to 
which  the  charity  was  afterwards  carried,  are  repre- 
sented on  a  tablet  set  up  in  the  church/  in  the  year 
1751.  It  relates  that  Robert  Gray,  of  London,  mer- 
chant, gave  ^to  the  parish  of  Taunton  St  Mary 
Magdalen,  an  alms-house  for  six  poor  men  and  a 
reader,  and  ten  poor  women,  with  a  house,  orchard, 
and  garden  adjoining  to  the  said  alms-house;  and  also 
two  thousand  pounds  to  be  laid  out  in  land,  in  fee- 
simple,  the  profits  thereof  to  be  paid  to  the  poor 
persons  at  the  rate  of  eight  shillings  to  each  person, 
the  first  Monday  monthly,  and  a  gown  every  three 
years;  and  he  also  enjoined  the  said  reader,  who  in  the 
decree  of  cluhicery  is  styled  chaplain  or  schoolmaster, 
to  teach  ten  poor  children  to  read  and  write. 

Mr.  Gray,  in  his  life-time,  besides  having  purchased 
the  ground  for  his  alms-house,  and  erected  the  chapel 
and  the  apartments  for.the  women  and  the  reader,  had 
also  named  his  trustees ;  but  as  he  died  before  his  will 
was  perfected  and  his  executors  appointed,  the  heir  ttfc 
law,  (Catherine  Gray)  took  possession  of  hh 


Tfaw  led  Mr.  Robert  Moggiidge^  at  that  fittie  mayor 
of  Taanton,  to  n^ke  i^n  applidttion  to  the  ebutt  6f 
chaneery,  to  liavie  ttiat  part  ^  Mr,  Gray'^s  in^tYI/whidk 
relatecl  to  tte  htAMag  Md  endowinent  cffliii  Utriii-^ 
house^  in  thi§  tl^wn,  t;iifti<ed  itfto  faU  effect.  Atcbffd- 
iiigly>  (as  the  Mcfrchant  Tailots'  bom^hy  ii^LoWddn^to* 
wiKnn  Mr.  Gray  left  the  gdV^irtneat  of  hisfhstitutioii,. 
on  account  of  the  distance,  and  hecHMt  n6  ettibhiment 
was  to  be  allowed  for  the  trouble  of  th^  dh^ctiori,. 
declined  the  traifti)  thk  alttia4ioti8e  wds  settled,  by 
the  authority  of  Edward^  lord  Lyttekdn^  and  by  a^ 
decree  of  cbandery,  oto  penbt^  mkKng  ia  Tduntoti^ 
in  trusty  Id  the  tates  6f  the  te^ator^a  wilk  To  them, 
was  paid  th«  stun  ef  two  th6«r8iaikd  pbofnds,;  tefi  by 
Mr.  Gray,  for  the  pur^dfe  6(  ^itrcha^g:  knds,  tfab 
net  rent  of  which,  M^  in  the  flftkhb  fira^  tbe  ititereisit 
of  tfa6  ttiMay^  was  #lfoUy  id  b6  a^^  ta  ihis  suj^jVort 
of  the  foundation/ 

'  It  appears  from  ther  wiH  of  Mr.  Gray,  dist  he  left  two  hundred^ 
pdands  to  tbe  towa  af  Bererlej,  ia  the  county  of  York,  apoir 
condition  to  pay  to  the  town  of  Hoil^den,  in  the  saine  county ,  sik 
poandi  yterly,  for  ever,  to  the  relief  of  th^  podr  of  the  latter 
town,  payable  yearly  at  the  fair  holden  at  Howden,  and  that  the 
to#n  of  BeTeiiey  should  gi?e  sebdtity  to  the  town  of  fiowden,  for 
Ihe  perforthttfaeift  of  the  yekrly  piiyMekitii  bt  t^  six  j^dnds  for  erer. 
•—Hid  1Ai6  bieqaeathed  to  th%  cbmpany  of  Merchant  Taifors  ia 
London  on^  thonland  {k^aflds,  that  tiie]r  should  for  ever  pay  to* 
tw^lte  pi>&t  altniuwdm^a,  li?itig  In  the  alths-Hbiise  newly  erectisd  in 
or  near  East  Smithfield,  in  London,  eight  shillings  a.piece  monthly^ 
oa  fte  firBt  Aloi^day  of  eV^ry  ihonth  ;  and  should  also  giTO  every 
fliird  year.  Id  every  bf  these  alms.Wq|gien,  a  good  cloth  gown,  at 
bine  f^illiiigs  |i^r  yatd  it  least,  the  same  cloth  to  be  of  good  sad 
new  oolonf,  with  a  cognizatice  df  silter  of  his  arms  as  they  tlien 
hadt«— Among  other  legacies,  Mr.  Gray  Uft  to  theHerchaatTailossr 
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Tfae  number  of  trustees  is  twenty ;  who  from  tbe 
produce  of  the  money,  partly  laid  out  on  lands,  and 
partly  invested  on  government  and  other  seGorities, 
folfil  the  will  of  the  donor  as  far  as  relates  to  the  sap- 
port  of  the  house,  the  payment  of  the  pensions,  and 
teaching  the  children  to  read.  When  by  death  the 
number  of  trustees  is  reduced,  to  eight,  those  eight 
surviving  trustees  are  empowered  and  enjoined  to 
elect  twelve  others. 

In  1735  a  charitable  commission,  which  was  obtained 
for  making  enquiries  into  the  management  of  this  and 
other  charities  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  brought  on 
against  Mr.  Gray's  trustees  a  suit  in  chancery,  which 
expended  two  hundred  pounds  of  their  fund.  The  loss 
that  the  original  stock  thus  incurred  was,  in  a  great 
degree,  made  good  Jby  the  generosity  of  Mr.  John 
Noble,  merchant  of  Bristol,  and  Mr.  John  Coles, 
fuller,  both  natives  of  Taunton,  and  the  latter  a  iresi- 
dent  in  it,  the  former  of  whom  endowed  this  charitable 
institution  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,'  and  the 
other  with  fifty  pounds. 

'In  the  return  of  charitable  donations,  made  to 

compan J,  for  a  dinner  on  the  day  of  his  faneral,  forty  pounds ;  to 
ills  parishioners  twq  hundred  pounds,  for  a  dinner  for  them  and  their 
whes,  on  the  day  of  his  funeral;  to  his  workfolks,  namely  the 
calendrers  and  cottoners,  sixty  pounds  for  a  dinner  for  them  and 
their  wires,  on  the  day  of  his  funeral ;  and  to  his  other  workmea 
thirteen  pounds  six  shillings  and  cight-pence. 

'Mr.  Noble's  donation  was  by  a  deed  of  gift  to  tlM  tmtteet, 
dated  May  4th,  1754,  and  on  this  consideration,  ^<  That  the  fond  or 
capital  stock  belonging  to  the  charity  had  of  late  been  considerably 
reduced  by  means  of  defending  a  litigious,  unjust^  and  espeniiYa 
prosecution^  and  other  ine? itable  accidents."  t^*  ; 
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the  House  of  CommoDs,  ia  1787,  Gray*8  alms-house 
is  thus  mentioned: — 

^  Robert  Gray,  in  the  year  1636,  gave  by  will,  to  iett 
poor  alms- women  and  six  poor  alms-men,  of  the  parish 
of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Taunton,  and  for  reading 
prayers  to  them,  and  for  teaching  ten  poor  children, 
a  certain  parcel  of  land,  the  clear  annual  produce  of 
which  is  seventeen  pounds,  thirteen  shillings,  and 
five-pence  halfpenny — and  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  in  money,  now  vested  in 
the  four  per  cent  consols ; — and 

^  John  Noble,  in  the  year  1754,  gave,  by  deed,  to  the 
said  poor  alms-women,  &c«  the  sum  of  five  hundred 
pounds  in  money,  afterwards  secured  on  the  tolls  of 
Taunton  market; — ^and 

*  John  Coles,  in  the  year  1772,  gave,  by  will,  to  the  said 
poor  alms- women,  &c.  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pounds 
in  money,  afterwards  secured  on  the  tolls  of  theTaunton 
turnpikes ;  which  three  sums  of  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  five  hundred  pounds,  and 
three  hundred  pounds,  produced  annually  eighty-six 
pounds,  making,  with  the  produce  of  the  above-men* 
tioned  land,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  three  pounds, 
thirteen  shillings,  and  five-pence  half-penny;  and 
the  same  is  vested  in  Luke  Noble,  Joseph  JeffrieSi 
John  Norman,  John  Clitsome,  George  Musgrave, 
Benjamin  Jeffries^  Francb  Folaquier,  John  Noble, 
John  Jeffries,  John  Uayne  Bovet,  Samuel  Norman, 
John  Way,  John  Capon,  Peter  Bryant,  and  John 
Bluett. 

'  The  allowances  to  the  poor  men  and  women  in  thiif 
alms-house  have  lately  been  increitfed.  by  the.ti;urtee^ 
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from  two  diiUings  to  three  shttlingft  per  week.  Tim 
has  been  owing  to  the  funds  of  this  Parity  bayii^ 
recti'rad  many  additions  by  legacies  and  donations^ 
from  several  gentlemen  who  had  beea  troMees^  aitid  it 
is  expected  that  the  allowance  will  shortly  be  fiother 
hiereased. 

The  other  alms-hoose,  which  has  a  ftund  ibr  ita  tap* 
portf  is  sitaated  on  the  north  «ide  of  itaa[imet*slrectr 
and  derives  its  nanie  from  its  fbttnder,  Riehai4  fioisb^ 
esq.  who  was  of  the  family  of  the  Haishes,  ef  Dettiferd^ 
in  the  comity  of  Somerset,  smd  of  8and»  in  the  parish  of 
Bidbory,  in  the  county  of  Devon.  It  is  a  lajfge,  good 
house.  The  front  of  it  is  aboat  ninety-flVe  IbM  Uk 
length.  Over  the  door,  in  the  court  leading  ttif  it  fihote 
Hammet-street»  theM  is  the  foUowii^  eoat^  namely^ 
itowteiiyf  first  and  fSroftb,  afy^M^  on  a  beiidt  $Mt^ 
thfce  fishes,  of  ^e  field;  second  at^  lAkird^  ^trf^i^ 
a  £ms  lozengy,  saNe.  Crest,  en  elephantV  betid^ 
argentf  armed  and  crowned  wttii  a  doeal  covonef,  &t. 

The  bnitding  is  laid  oat  into  a  chapel  and  t^jHeei^ 
separate  rooms,  for  thirteen  poor,  ne^y^  meittied^ 
impotent,  or  aged  men,  who  have  been  of  honest  fttm^ 
and  good  report,  especially  true  working^  or  labdditeg^ 
people,  who  have  been  brought  up  in^  tome  manoel 
occupation,  husbandry,  or  daily  labour.  OtHb  of  the 
most  discreet  of  this  number,  wlio  can  write  a^  ttiA 
Bnglish,  it  is  appointed  by  the  will,  shall  be  president 
or  reader ;  and  to  him  is  assigned  the  upper  chambiSf^ 
next  to  the  study,  which  is  a  room  appropriated  fdr 
keeping  the  records,  accountSi  and  other  matters  con« 

Mnmg  the  aIms4KNise«  The  pensiMi  0f  th^  praritert^ 
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ilkree  MWings  and  four-pence,  and  that  of  ea€li  of  the 
other  twelve,  two  shillings  and  eight-pence,  is  paid  by 
a  treasurer,  who  is  appointed  to  receive  one  hundred 
and  three  pounds  per  anoum,  a  ground-rent,  charged 
on  houses  in  Black-Friars,  London.  The  surplus  of 
this  ground-rent  is  assigned  to  the  repairs  of  the 
building,  and  the  purchase  of  doth,  to  be  made 
up  into  coats  for  the  pensioners.  That  for  the  presi* 
dent  to  be  made  of  tliree  yards  of  broad  lion-tawny 
cloth,  of  London  measure,  at  eight  shillings  per  yard, 
lined  with  black  cotton,  or  other  light  stuff,  at  the 
price  in  the  whole  of  five  shillings  for  the  said  lining, 
and  the  coats  of  the  other  twelve  to  be  made  of  the 
same  cloth,  at  six  shillings  and  eight-pence  per  yard, 
lined  as  aforesaid. 

'  In  consequence  of  the  increaslllg  value  of  the  pro- 
perty in  London,  belonging  to  this  charity,  the  trustees 
were  enabled,  in  December,  1817,  to  advance  the 
weekly  allowance  of  the  president  or  reader  from  three 
shillings  and  four-pence  to  seven  shillingii^  and  the 
weekly  allowance  to  each  of  the  alms-men  from  two 
shillings  and  eight-pence  to  five  shillings. 

The  direction  of  this  institution  is  vested  in  twenty-^ 
two  governors,  who  must  be  gentlemen  resident  in 
Taunton,  or  within  twelve  miles  of  it.  The  first 
governors,  appointed  by  Mr.  Huish*s  will,  were, 
sir  Henry  Portman,  of  Orchard-Portman,  bart. ; 
sir  George  Speke,  of  White- Lackingtoh,  knt. ;  sir 
Nicholas  Halswell,  of  Halswell,  knt. ;  John  Poulett, 
of  George-Hinton,  esq. ;  John Malet,  of  Enmore, esq.; 
Edward  Rogers,  of  Cannington,  esq. ;  sir  Bartholomew 
Ifidiel,  knt ;  sir  George  FareweB,  of  JMsbop^e^IaDi 


v» 


t20  HlSTO&Y  OF  TAUNTON* 

knt. ;  JobnFraanceiSy  of  Comba-Flory,  esq. ;  Richwdl 
Warre,  of  Hestercombe,  esq. ;  Thomas  Warre,  of 
TauntoD,  esq. ;  John  Symes,  of  Poundisford,  esq. ; 
John  Coles,  of  Barton,  esq. ;  Alexander  Brett,  of 
Taunton,  esq. ;  Humphrey  Wyndham,  of  Wivelis- 
combe,  esq. ;  Thomas  Brereton,  of  Yard,  esq. ;  George 
Dodding^on,  of  Doddington,  esq. ;  Robert  Caffe,  of 
Creech,  esq. ;  James  Clarke,  of  Norton-Fitzwarine^ 
esq. ;  Rowland  Hoish,  of  Sand,  in  the  county  of  Devon, 
esq. ;  Robert  Hill,  of  Holway  Lane,  near  Taunton, 
gent. ;  and  Roger  Prowse,  of  Taunton,  gent. 

By  Mr.  Huish*s  will  it  was  directed,  that,  as  nearly 
as  could  be,  the  number  of  sixteen  governors  should 
always  be  kept  up,  to  be  chosen  for  ever  out  of  the  ' 
families,  or  of  the  heirs  of  the  preceding  gentlemea, 
being  thirty  years  old  at  least ;  or  in  default  of  any  of 
these  houses,  then  the  choice  to  be  made  of  some 
gentlemens*  houses  within  ten  miles  of  Taunton,  not 
being  any  of  the  devisees  for  the  time  being. 

If  any  doubt  or  question  arise,  upon  any  clan^ 
or  article  of  the  will,  the  determination  on  it  is 
left  with  the  majority  of  the  governors,  or  at  least 
eight  of  them;  or,  if  they  cannot  agree,  with  the  vicar, 
or  chief  minister  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  TauntOQ; 
or,  in  default  of  his  determination,  with  the  bishop  of 
Bath  and  Wells,  whose  decision  is  to  be  binding ; 
and  if  he  declines  giving  his  opinion,  the  appeal  is  to 
be  made  to  the  lord  chancellor. 

When  the  number  of  governors  is  reduced  by  death 
to  sixteen,  the  survivors,  it  is  appointed,  shall  ele^ 
others  in  their  room.  The  power  of  electing  perspnc 
into  the  house,  and  of  discharging  them  from  it^.  lypt 
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urith  any  nine  governors,  acting  with  the  advice  of  the 
vicar. 

The  will  of  the  donor  directs,  that  the  minister  shall, 
on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  quarter,  examine,  in  the 
chnrch,  the  several  persons  admitted,  with  regard .  to 
their  progress  in  the  divine  life;  in  order,  with  the 
concurrence  of  eight  governors,  to  expel  the  profane 
and  unteachable.  The  minister  is  to  receive,  for  the 
performance  of  this  duty,  six  shillings  and  eight-pence, 
and  the  clerk,  one  shilling  per  quarter. 

The  like  examination  is  also  required  previously  to 
the  admission  of  any  pensioner,  who  is,  at  the  same 
time,  openly  to  promise  obedience  to  the  president. 

The  election  of  poor  men  is  limited,  besides  the 
qualifications  before  stated,  to  such  as  are  unmarried, 
are  full  threescore  years  of  age,  and  incapable  of  pro« 
curing  a  livelihood  by  any  trade  or  labour ;  as  have  not 
a  certainty  of  fifty  shillings  per  year,  have  lived  full 
seven  years  in  either  of  the  parishes  of  Saint  Mary 
Magdalen  or  Saint  James,  in  Taunton;  are  free  from 
every  infectious  disease,  leprosy,  venereal  distemper, 
or  lunacy ;  and  have  not  been  convicted  of  any  notori- 
ous crime. 

And  the  donor  in  his  will  further  ordered,  that  if  at 
any  time  there  should  not  be  found,  in  those  parishes, 
persons  strictly  qualified  according  to  these  limitations, 
then  the  election  should  be  made  out  of  the  neighbour- 
ing parishes  of  Kingston,  Trull,  Wilton,  Staplegrove, 
and  Bishop's-Hull,  of  poor  old  men  so  qualified.  In 
any  case,  preference  it  is  enjoined  should  be  given  to 
any  of  the  kindred  of  the  donor,  born  within  the 
coooties  of  Somerset  and  Devon,  and  who  may  have 
fallen  into  want. 


Tbe  cdeelioi^  of  penindn^^^  ir*  tobe  m^i^  opMly  ii 
the  cbarch  of  St  Mary  Magdalen^  by  at  least  iAm 
^Tefners,  witk  the  vinr ;  the  pr6eeediBg»  aM  t(r  be 
figned  by  att  tbe  goyerndrs  preMUt,  ami  reguteMi  hf 
tbe  president  of  tbe  lLhns-bmlie^;  aflid*  ar  depy  of  fMi 
register,  spe^fyiiig  ftom timetb titfie^tfie name^  agM^ 
deetioDs,  refnioYalk,  and  dIMbei  of  the  peoakmeMt  u^Hi^ 
be  given  tof  the  coniCabtes^  and  two  offieem^of  thefb^Mi^ 
and  to  the  yicar,  to  be  deposited'  with  (lie  reeordiH  of 
the  town  and  pariilh; 

The  regulations  of  the  dondr's^^,  with  respect  to 
the  government  of  this  alms-hbnfefe,  are  strict^  ThUf 
forbid  the  pensioners,  under  the  pendty  of  ex^fedsiAi^ 
to  harbonr  or  lodge  in  theif  a^pttrtment  any  wonian, 
diild>  or  other  person^  whalatoever ;  they  forbiift'tlMil 
carrying  on  any  noisbme  or  ofFedslvb  t'Mde^  poitledlafly 
the basinessof  a  victtiriler; or'of  selftiifg beer';  itkfftth^ 
siotiers  are  not  to  play  at  tkrdsi^ce,  or'ilny  nidlawfdl 
game,  or  to  frequent  any  aie-housfe  oi^  smpected  j^oe. 
They  are  ep joined  to  obiserve  a  peaecttibli^y  foYhearing 
deportment  one  towards  another;  alid'are  required  to 
attend  in  their  livery  gowns  of  coltts-y  at  commoii 
prayers  and  sermons,  if  there  be  any,  moMiBg"  8^ 
evehing,  every  Stmday,  \1^ednesdajr,  ailid'Priflky,and 
on  holidays,  at  the  church  of  St.  Mktf  Me^gdMent, 
sitting  and  kneeling  in  some  place  appokited  by  thfe 
chfirchwarderis,  near  tbe  donoi^s  gftiveV  ntidei^-  thfe 
penalty  of  fotfeiting,  in  defkult  of  such' attendance, 
unless  through  sickness  or  jitet  dtuise' t6  befaHeWed- by 
the  vicar,  six^penee  outofthfeirwfedByslipiifldfcir**^ 
offence,  to  be  paid  to  the  clerk  of  the  pairish.  The 
regulations  also  direct,  that  on  tbe  d&ys  \rbeft^  tte 


peo^ionarB  we  noti  booocl:  to  attend  at  the  church  a£ 

S^  Muy  MsigdaleOf  there  shall  be  prayers  in  the  ahas^ 

housey.aBd' the  president  is  to  read  tvro  chapters  in  tha 

bibleji  ata'Convenient  time  enr^y  qaoroing  andevening^ 

Mr.  Hoisby  before  the  date  of  his  wilU.Jan.aO^ 

1615,  had  built  and.  finishied: his  alms-house  ;  he.  had 

appointed  the  governors,   established'  the  rules,  and 

provided  foe  il»  support.     Sem^  after,  thia  he  died. 

Uia  be^evol^nt  design  tpok  efieot  and^  conturoed.  in 

fonce  till  the  drcadfol  fire,,  vnhich  laid  waste  the  cityr 

of  JU>qdon^.  in^VSS&t  desjtro]ped  the<hause84rom  which 

the  income^  of  the  almsfhowe.  was^  derived,  and  no 

profit  accrued  for  the  suppjort  of  the  charity.     On  the 

11th  of  December,  1672,  an  inquisition  was  taken 

at  Clifford's  Inn,  relating  to  the  premises,  and  the 

situation^  boundaries,  and  abuttals  oi  the  same  were 

ascertained,  and  the  property  was  again  vested,  by  a 

decree  of  chancery,  in  trusty,  according  to  the 

direction  of  the.  founder's  will. 

In  little  more^  however,  than  sixty  yeurs,  tha 
institution  was  again  suffered  to  ruut  into  decay^  The 
person,  tp  whom  the  lands  belonging  to  it  were  leased, 
was  allowed  to  neglect  the  piemisesi  and  the  payment 
of  the  rents,  so  that  the  nnwber.  of  the  pensioners! was 
reduced  to  three,  and  their  weekly  payments  lessened 
from  two  shillingf^  and  eight-pence  to  two  shillings 
a^^d  sriE-pence.  per  we^ ;  besides  which  the  parish  of 
St.  Mary  Magdalen  had  expended  eighty  ponnds,  and 
thait  of  Si(  James  forty  pounds,  in  support.of  the  alms- 
hpuse.  Thisrsituation  of  the  institution  being  discovered 
by  a  charitable  commission  in  1735,  a  dewee  ci 
chancery,  dated  the  21st  of  June  in  that  year^  appointed 
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^be  nuiiil>er  of  governors  to  be  filled  up,  inclodingr  five 
persons  residing  in  or  near  London,  and  the  ordinal 
endowment  to  be  re-established ;  the  governors  were 
also  empowered  to  allow  their  ag^nt  in  London  -one 
shilling  in  the  pound  for  the  money  he  should  pay 
them,  instead  of  forty  shillings  yearly  appointed  by 
Mr.  Huish*s  will. 

Besides  the  endowment  of  this  alms-house,  Mr. 
Huishleft  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum,  charged 
upon  his  estates  in  Black-Friars,  towards  die  mainte- 
nance of  five  persons  of  the  name  of  Huish,  and  nearest 
in  blood,  as  sdiolars,  at  one  of  the  universities  of  Oxford 
Or  Cambridge,  to  each  person  twenty  pounds,  ibr  the 
puipose  of  studying  there,  provided  that  they  pn>ceed 
within  two  years  to  the  study  of  divinity;  this  annual 
Sum  of  twenty  pounds  to  be  enjoyed  by  them  till 
they  shall  have  become  bachelors  in  divinity,  or  fdlows 
of  houses,  so  that  the  benefit  of  the  house  shall  be  treble 
to  that  of  his  exhibition  ;  or  till  they  marry,  or  shall 
be  preferred  to  a  benefice.  And  by  the  founder's  will 
it  is  directed,  that  in  default  of  five  persons  of  the  name 
of  Huish,  nearest  in  blood  as  ieiforesaid,  then  the 
governors  of  his  alms-house  shall  prefer  those  of  his 
kindred,  and  in  default  of  such,  then  again  others 
born  in  the  county  of  Somerset. 

*  The  annual  allowance  to  these  five  students  in  the 
University  was  increased  by  the  trustees,  at  Christ- 
mas, 1820,  from  twenty  to  thirty  pounds. 

*  In  the  return  of  charitable  donations  made  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  in  1787,  this  charity  is  thus 
mentioned : — 
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'  In.  1616,  Richard  Hnish  gave  by  will,  for  clothings 
asid  maintaiiiing  thirteen  poor  men,  in  the  pariah  of 
St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Taanton,  certain  property,  the 
clear  annual  produce  of  which  is  one  hundred  and* 
forty-one  pounds,  and  the  trustees  of  which  Bpe  sir  Joki 
Trevelyan,  hart,  sir  John  Lethbridge,  baft.  Edwaid 
Phelips^  James  Bernard,  John  Collins,  Henry  WilliaA 
Sanford,  Alexander  Popham,  of  London,  Alexander 
Popham,  of  Bagborough,  Matthew  Brickdale,  Richard 
Crosse,  John  Mallack,  John  Cabbell,  and  John  Warren^ 
esquires ;  Abraham  Gkpper,  and  Roger  Cole,  clerks. 

HBNI«EY-8     AUfS-HOOSE. 

Opposite  the  west  end  of  Saint  Mary  Magdalen's 
church,  there  formerly  stood  another  alms-house,  con- 
sisting of  eighteen  separate  rooms.  It  was  founded  by 
Dorotliy  Henley,  in  1687;  but  has  for  many  years^ 
at  least,  been  destitute  of  any  funds^  either  for  the 
maintenance  of  its  inhabitants  or  the  repairs  of  the 
building.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  originally 
endowed ;  and  on  the  testimony  of  some  very  aged 
persons,  it  is  said  that  two  estates,  one  in  Bishop-a 
Hull,  called  Henley's  Bam,'  and  the  other  in  Ash- 
Priors,  called  "  Late  Henley's/'  were  settled  on  it* 
There  was  some  years  ago  a  woman,  upwards  ot 
eighty,  who,  when  a  child  about  twelve  years  of  age, 
was  a  constant  attendant  on  an  old  man,  her  great- 
uncle,  named  John  Matthews,  and  a  resident  ia  the 
house,  that  remembered  having  herself  received,  with 
other  inhabitants  of  it,  one  shilling  and  six-pence  each, 
every  Saturday  morning,  paid  by  a  person  who  usuisilly 

'  Now  the  hoate,  on  the  road  from  Tsuaion  to  Bishpp'nHalif 
occupied  by  ThomM  Pittas^  em* 

a 


"wiwp  it  goldrlffCful  w»i«tcM|.    The  4mEiii  on  the  fMft» 

^^Wh  mMi  4^cM9#f},  were  the  feme  vith  Ifceie  en 

^4nI  twe  ^MW-b^mieii^     Sot  -the  keoriptMNi  en  e  fltone* 

q^i^WAWg  ^  tlie  armf  geve  uo  ceiartaiiiuice  4o  the 

^^WPO^i^^  ^f  ^  hefieir  heee  origiaaHy  eedowed^. 

YhllWver  Umefiielieiipi  •ome  benevolent  peneoe  mq^ 

-ift  luijr  4ii^fa  haw  bellowed  on  the  tiendeeto  in  iL 

Tiwi^  hvd  f9f  mwj  yean  feiidn«4  this  iBsceifition 

^ttflfgiHW;  hel^«9  a  record  vf  a  cof^y  oiitUkm  fat. 

'M^Kf  If  IQH  by  Kr  ISemmel  DeH,  weareeveUeA 

to  giye  it  ^  the  pablk.    I^  imjfk  4hoa ;  "^  Mri.  PeeeAy 

Henley,  of  tbUiowiiy  widow,  did,  in  her  life-timey  at 

^lifrt  fklm  pi?!^^r  ee«t  end  charges,  ereet  and  ^e^ 

^eif hte^  flktuhboufe^  to  ^iMnain  4n  pecpetHtfgr,  le  and 

for  the  "Me  of  eoch  peof  people  of  the  borMfhuMA 

p]in^H>f  VeiiBtoa  Megd^ep,  asehnH  be  plaoed  lii^M 

^eame,  fnom  tame  to  tune,  for  ever  he0eafteii»  hj  Bnhert 

vHenlcgi^y  tmh  ^^  his  heirs.    Anne  Deasina^  ItfdBi.**^ ; 

'  Robert  lledejr,  ^esq.  wss  liviog  in  leie,  mad  wn  flrdkor  «^' 
Andrew  Hetilej^tlie  first  mayor  of  TauotoD,  vndertke  first  charter^  * 
from  wkom  descended  sir  Andrew  Henley,  bart.  win  wit  living  la 
IZOO,  end  sold  the  femUj  e4t«tes  to  Charlton  Whlttod^  who  died  ia 
1704,  and  hk'trnltees  sold  them  to  the  then  lessees ;  bat  awortgime 
^Cfonr  thoosaq^  pounds,  to  Henry  Partridge,  haTlnglaladaffnauit^ 
*or  secreted,  the  pevclMuers  were  obliged  to  ad?anoe  tkirteea  shilHngs 
and  Ibnr.penoe  in  the' pound,  in  addition  to  their  pnrcbas>  meney, 
itf  the  redemption  «f  tlie  mortgage,  and  from  thb  pAiod,  and 
panbably  on  tUs  aoconot,  the  endowaMnt  of  Henlqr's  aloniAoase 
lialh  been  with.beld  and  not  since  paid.— LociU't  MSSk  m  ikf 
possession  of  Mr.  Josiak  Emsion^  ff  Bradford. 

pr.  Tonlmin  says  there  h  an  inscription  on  a  fiat  stone  near  the 
font,  in  St.  Mary  Magdalen's  chnrch,  of  which  tiie  following  is  a 
e^j  : — ^^  Under  this  stone  lyeth  entombed  te  Kody^  of'  Jobn 
Benley,  gent,  and  dtiicn  of  Loados^  whoee  graadiitlnr 
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The  a|miimeiite  for  a  hamb^r  bf  y ekrs  i^kri  ottnpHi 
hj  ^iBLVtpih^  pUceA  in  ihem  hy  ihe  overiiS^ers  6t  ili& 
piiHsfa.     tfafe  btiirdifa^,  thHMgh  tlie  ^aDft  of  A  fOki 
ipprir^^Bt^  io  iMt  repair,  i*r^r^  in  a  roihotift  toite, 
and  ihrotfgh  th6  ntrinber  <if  ii^  ihhibitaUtii,  iind  tti^it^ 
dit^j^  fltfUts,  thd  hodse  had  betotn^,  frdtn  itd  sitdd^lda 
niit  th6  deiitre  of  the  town,  and  in  tke  great  piti[  t6' 
ihe  fehuf  ch,  a  (mblic  ntiitMice.  It  h^  ther«fd^e,  gdth^' 
years  before,  been  in  contemplation  id  pdl  down  tiiis 
hoose,  but  without  effect,  till  August,  1788,  whefn 
it  appeared,  at  a  pnblic  vestry,  on  an  estimate  deli- 
vered in  on  the  oktfas  of  two  builders,  that  the  necessary 
repairs  would  require  one  hundred  pounds.    Oii  the 
credit  of  the  v6te  df  the  vestry,  engaging  16  pdy  hiol^ 
that  sum,  sir  Benjamin  Hamn&et,  the  representative 
of  the  town,  purchased  and  fitted  up,  at  bis  oWa 
expense,  fdr  the  use  of  the  paribh,  in  the  fddtl  df 
Henley*s  alms-house,  more  eommddioiis  ienemirits, 
for  a  greater  number  of  poor  persons,  in  Etolway-lane, 
East-reach,  on  a  spot  more  healthy,  and  more  remote- 
from  public  view',  which  bear  the  name  of  ^*  H^nleyV 
alms-house/' 

f  n  the  return  df  charitable  donations  laid  before  the 
If  ouse  of  Commons,  in  1787,  there  is  no  mention  made 
of  this  alms-house. 

POl'B'lJ   AXiMS-BfOtrSE. 

l^is  is  anothei'  alms-house,  eastward  of  that  foundedf 
by  Mr.  Gray,  consisting  of  fourteen  separate  rooteft* 
This  is  not  at  present  endowed,  and  it  is  uncertain  by 

religion  in  queen  Mary's  days,  and  he  hatli  left  behind  him  Mrf • 
Elizabeth  Henley^  his  second  wift :  deceased  6fh  of  AngOMt^  amio 

tromttf,  im.'t 
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whom  it  was  originally  founded.    If  a  tradition  pre- 

*  wrved  among  some  old  people  merit  credit,  it  was  .the 
gift  of  Mrs.  Grace  Portman,  of  Orcbard-Portman, 
who  left  an  estate  in  Cornwall  to  support  it.    In  the 

'  civil  wars  of  Charles  I.  as  it  adjoined  to  East-gate,  it 
^  suffered  much ;  and  g'reat  part  of  it  was  burnt  by 

•  lordiGoring.  It  was  afterwards  rebuilt  by  one  Pop^ 
^ron  whom  it  was  called  ^^  Pope's  alms-house.^  It  is 
not  mentioned  in  thexetum  of  charitable  ilonations, 

-in  1787. 

AUfS-HOUSES  IN  ^fAGDALKN  LANfl« 

In  Little  Magdalen  Lane  there  is  a  range  of  small 
'tenements,  4>f  which  no  more  is  known  than  what  is 
found  in  an  ancient  parish  book,  on  the  first  pi^  of 
Avhich  is  the  following  order,  namely,  ^^  It  was  ordered 
by-  an  act  of  vestry,  held  in  the  church  of  Titunton  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  on  Easter^Monday,  167  U  .that  a  list 
of  the  public  charities  given  to  the  poor  of  Tauntoo 
be  catered  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  for  the  purpose  io 
the  parisli  chest,  amongst  the  records  of  the  parish.** 
In  this  book  there  is  a  memorandum,  ''That  seven- 
teen houses  in  Little  Magdalen  Lane,  4ind  two  in 
^t.  PaulVstreet,  have  been  standing  time  out  of  mind, 
and  have  been  constantly  repaired  by  the  Feoffees  of 
the  town  lands,  and  that  the  constables  of  the  borough 
have  always  had  the  placing  and  displacing  the  poor 
there.'*  .These  houses  are  not  mentioned  in  the  return 
of  1787. 

WORKHOUSES. 

Amongst  the  structures  devoted  to  the  relief  and 
accommodation  of  the  indigent,  must  be  reckoned  th^ 
two  workhouses.    That  for  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
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St.  Mary  Magdalen  is  situated  near  the  churcfi,  and 
was  Built  at  the  expense  of  the  parisbl    There  are- 
generally  about  sixty  paupers  in  this  house. 

The  workhouse  for  the  parish  of  St.  James  is  in 
East-reach;  part  of  which  is  very  ancient.  There 
are  generally  about  twenty  paupers  in* this  house. 

CHAKITABLE  DONATIONS  TO  THE  POOR  OF  THE 
PARISH  OF  TAUNTON  ST.  UAKY   MAGDALEN; 

As  there  are  many  charitable  dbnations,  not  con-^ 
nected  with  the  buildings  previously  described,"  it  ma}r 
be  proper  to  exhibit  a  distinct  detail  of  them. 

SAUNDERS^S  CHARITY. 

The  most  ancient  of  these  donations  is  that  of 
Simon  Saunders,  of  Taunton,,  gentldmati,^  who  by 
bis  last  will,  bearing  date  the  2l8t;  of  Aprif;  159t;. 
93d  of  queen  Elizabeth,  left  '^ORehundi'ed' pounds 
to  be  employed  in  suck  sort,  tBat  the  yearly  profit 
arising  from  the  same  should  be  annually  laid  out  m 
woollen  cloth,  and  ttte  sam^  be  disposed  and  delivered 
to  certain:  poor  inftabitiints  of  the  borough'  of  Tauntoik. 
Magdhfen,  for  the  time  being,  upon  the  17th  day  of 
November,  forever.*** 

After  his  decease,  his  brother,  Mr.  ChristopBer 
Saunders,  with  eighty  pounds  of  this  sum,  purchased 
of  John  Towse,  of  Stockland,  gentleman,  a  burgagCt 
miessuage,  or  tenement,  with  all  its  aj^purtenances,  in^ 
the  borough  of  Taunton,  bounded  on  the  north  by  the 
land  of  sir  Hugh  Portman,  on  the  south  by  the 
shambles,  on  the  west  foy  the  Guildhall  of  the  borough; 
and  on  the  east  by  a  little  street,  called  Shambles-lane,, 
which  extended  from  the  Comhill  (now  called  the 
Farade,)  to  the  south  side  of  I\)re-street«.   fitkfUst^ 
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urardf.  h^ttoyr^  the  ■om  of  thirty-thrM  poimdtt  m 
r^emption  of  the  lease  of  the  said  premiaest  and  ip 
eoovertio^  them  into  and  buikUng  three  ranks  of  skm? 
blest  which  came  to  be  called ''  The  New  ShamUeSt** 
and  made  twelve  ctandiogs  for  batchers,  containing 
in  length  thirtjf  feet  and  a  half^  and  in  breadth  tlpuisr 
feet  Fdither  to  eflSect  the  good  porpoaea  of  laf 
brother's  will,  this  Mr.  Christopher  Sannden^  bj  • 
4^  dated  Dec.  80,  in  the  41st  of  qneen  |ili«ahetii, 
nnd  in  the  year  1509,  conveyed  those  tanks  of  s^^ajgoblet 
into  the  hands  of  seven  trustees ;  that  th«  yeaHy  net 
produce,  after  the  deduction  of  ordinary  repairs,  and 
•pc-  ahiUingsand  eight-pence,  should  b(^  appliedl  Ift  the 
Biirchase  of  woollen,  cloth,  to  be  made  into  waisjtCOito 
^stockiniPf  and  to  b9  distributed  yearly  00. tti;  17^ 
pi  November,  or  withi^  three  days  b^foK  of  aftai^ 
to  tl^  poor  peo]de  of  the  borough  of  Twuiten*  Tlw 
panse  4M  empoweired  and  directed  tl^  spiriri^niii^ 
tjroitoe%  when  any  four  were  deadr  ^  noqfiBalw  w) 
^ect  s^ven  other  penjonp,  *'  of  the  best  oir  better aoct  of 
til^e  inhabitants  of  t^  borough  of  TaootpRilM(agdAiMy'' 
to  be  substituted  in  the  place  of  ^  ^MPm^r  trusteea» 
!I^he  fix,  shillings  and  eight*pence,  mentioned  to  be 
il^ncted  from  th^  yearly  rent  pf  tfieae  invievtiMl 
4iambles,  wa^  directed  to  be  applied,  to  diaqhar^^ 
^y  exifeoses  a  feoffee  might  incmv  by  the  pqrdww 
and  distribution,  of  the  woollen  cloth.  ThA  dpqd 
li^i^ise  allowed- and  appointed  a  deductiQii.o£tw|ei|^ 
ahillingfl^  and  of  that  sim  only,  fqr  th^exp;(fff|MUQffSt 
new,  feoffment. 
T^e  aqt  of  parliamo^t  {<vf.  erecting  a  mi^dn^lipjaifv 


twwiiii  widep  tlM»  aM  to  pardHMS  ill  tM  juifeWiHy^. 
ihike liM<b»nidl> er«ol8Mi»  Mi  Ite  fMondf <MlMr#llle- 
■i—fcat  liBMli!  t»iii  ta^brbbika-  It^ptttammi at  HHkk- 
fdmmnfy.  th»  wriM  tKlflM*  bcMif& V  tif  ^M  vkttWtig  • 
UnuteM  of  S^LiOii&nfn  diMrHif,  4h«'ilUr  tlHKJ^  NHdEi  4f 
dMiMel'  fir  thirty  i^tHirttfAr  F<MI>  ftMii{f  yMlV  fKWy. 
Wm^  b«ew  •wkjiMipwl'^  blMMise  Uti  kteif  fWi^v^M  ihUt 
]^*»—  MtMd'  pfordOM'  pMyirislnii  AHiblli  dnaipef  -lit^ 
tfete  oalcv  andi  mvmMltl  ahiMog»i  tdlMif  «  «Mie<4£> 
iwmden'ir  cbaf%p  ««§•  cioMM^jMilti;  filfte  dK-«>> 
adranfags  oMnied  firota' tiiiHit 

I»  the  r^ttra>  of  eharitaMe  dobatiwM^  HkMi^  «»  #!»  - 
HaiHe  e<GoiiinroM»frott  liainiMtttili  VJ^^itHtttOA* 
IbAt  Sanndov^a  eltevHf  0od8iMdi(tf.tli{i^giMii^>ifk< 
adbe;^  tiilB  adaaMpr«idoicv oe#M«li»  fU»^M«^ptf«kM^ 
Im^  abaiiofs^  a*A  liatt the- imtovtrai  lai»4tit'itf  tlil 
parcbase  of  waisteo«t»  iliili  ilM:lriii||iB  Ah^  4W' |MlibA 
Vke  trusteed  at  tiiat  tiriw- iMr^  bakel^oMi^TllbMiasi 
Neipoomai,).  Josafili'  JeffMes,  B«i>|iiii^itf-  MRAM^. 
WittfanbStMM^aiid  BobartSlmw^ 

■Bhoogb  Smnderti'ii^fodttMwtibA^u  tBtf  MHtaitidtt^ 
tlotiJno#  o»re«Ml<d^  yMk  iftj^nrihat'viMMrllbiiMii' 
aNdrbnidvmttftt  iMMTe  I^MMdevfMd  (JefM^e'dttVi^i^liM 
AflMv  «l  gnw*  nkilMMi^  <Mlt^  tke'  |»lii^tl&,^  4H^MM 
kMMPafldlttMiirhiM'tllgillitfl  tiM««(l^^y  aatti!  gidtylllM 
men  of  the  town  had  seized  them  for  4le'  iMIbliAf '4f 
Ibdm  fatf  r«>;  md  «!n:«r  thejr  hfidibe«l»lEep*«  Iwigf  t^e^^ 
ifith  tbii'Titjw,'«iid^no  clainiaffrt«  OEppetttted;  >  tl^  fditti 
iBror»a]»plied'tb  the  relief  of  the  poor.  All  l^glb^. 
)Hli«9thi:  MliO,  a  bill  in  cbanberj^  Wa*-  ^tieMieiiSi'  By 
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Alexander  HilU  the  treasurer^  to  acceopt  fiwr  thelwto 
and  profits.  It  stated,  that  divers -metiiiageip  Mtodky 
and  tenementsy  situated  in  Taunton  St  Mary  MagJa 
len  and  St.  James,  in  the  county  of  Somersetf  aari  in 
the  parities  of  St;  Mary  Ottery  and*  Up*Otteiy,'  in 
ibe  county  of  Devon,  had  then  been,  time  out  of  Blind, 
called  '*  Town  Lands,**  and  belonged  tor  the  town  of 
*  Tannton,  by  virtue  of  feoffments  made!  of  those  kukb 
to  certain  persons  called  Feofiees,  who*  applied  the 
.  profits  to  the  uses  of  the  borough  only.  Se«ie*neigli» 
bonring  gentlemen,  objecting  thereto,  were  desiroiiB  df 
becoming  feoffees ;  but  were  refused  by  tiie  townsmen, 
who  resolved  not  to  permit  any  others  to '  be  joined 
with  them.  After  a  full  hearing,  it  was  dooreed,  Oell 
8<tth,  161 1,  that  the  former  feoffments  should  imeaikd 
in,  and  that  a  new  feoffment  dboidd  be  made,  hefcia 
Christmas-day  then  next  following. 

•  The  new  feoffment  invested  these  lands  m 
geiitlemen  living  out  of  the  town,  and  in 
townsmen ;  and  empowered  each  class  to  fill-  op,  hf 
their  own  nomination,  any  vacancies  in  either,  occa* 
sioned  by  death.  It  directed  that  wmy  ymtf  wboa 
the  account  of  the  issues  and  profits  of  the  landa 
belonging  to  the  town  should  be  given  in,  the  gentk* 
nen  feoffees  should  have  fourteen  days  warning  theieel^ 
that  they  might  be  present  at  tiie  taking  of  the  acoomrti^ 
if  they  would. 

And  as  no  particular  uses,  in  many  of  *  the  deeds 
thereof,  did  appear,  and  the  court  did  not  allow  that 
any  of  the  profits  of  the  said  lands  should  be  employed 
to  maintain  pastimes,  feasting  of  gentlemen,  or  \Mm 
causes,  nor  for  any  other  employment  to  easetka 
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ttfWDsmen^s  purses,  nor  to  discharge  them  from  cmi- 
tribntions  to  the  poor,  nor  to  give  relief  to  maimed 
soldiers,  who  are  to  be  provided  for  by  the  state  j 
bnt  that  all  the  issues  and  profits  of  the  said  lands 
should  be  employed  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said 
town; 

The  decree  therefore  ordered,  that  three  parts  of  all 
the  yearly  issues,  fineSf  and  profits  of  the  said  lands, 
shmdd  be  whoUy  employed  to  the  poor  ijf  the  town  and 
horouffh  of  Taunton,  and  that  the  same  should  be 
divided  and  distributed  by  the  constables  of  the  town, 
for  the  time  being,  they  giving  yearly  an  account  thereof 
to  the  feoffees ;  and  that  a  fourth  part  of  the  issues, 
fines,  awl  profits  of  the  said  lands  should  be  employed 
to  other  good  and  charitable  uses,  as  poor  maids'  mar* 
riages,  lending  it  to  poor  tradesmen  upon  security  fot 
the  payment  thereof  again,  and  each  Kke,  asthe  feoffees 
AmM  think  fit ;  and  for  no  other,  unless  it  were  for  the 
defence  of  the  title  of  the  said  lands^  or  any  other  suit 
which  might  afterwards  arise  upon  the  neglect  of  this 
order  and  decree.  It  was  also  decreed,  that  thirty 
pounds  per  annum  should  be  paid  for  ever  to  the 
preacher,  by  the  purchasers  of  the  rectory,  in  reference 
of  a  farm,  that  had  been  latdy  purchased  of  the  rectory 
of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  5  and  that  the  purchasers  of 
the  said  rectory  should  make  such  assurance,  for  the 
perpetual  continuance  of  the  said  thirty  pounds  per* 
annum,  as  by  learned  counsel  should  be  devised,  and* 
raquired  by  the  preacher  or  any  of  his  successors. 
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A  Particubur  pf  the  teidlr  mul  tenewmmli  fahiyii|^ 
ik^Fe0ffee9  0f  Tomtom  Tawm  Lmidi^Ss^  imk^ 

In  Fore^reet. 

1.  A  burgage  or  tenement,  with  a  ciirtilligi  m 
garden,  on  die  nortb*east  part  of  the  said  atree^ 
lat  to  Mr.  John  Onnston  ]M[«agfa?»~irent^  o^e  fittd» 
ox  skiHmgSi  and  eiglifc^penee* 

2.  ▲  burgage  or  tenament^  and  a  cwtSafi^  ab-lite' 
aautfi  fide  of  the  said  atreeti  now  lei  to  Hit,  iiomfh 
Fitt^  Allen — rent,  six  poondi. 

In  East'^reet. 

K  Two  burgagesror  tenements,  (now  aMiap*ciie^^ 
w4tb  the  eortflages  and  gardens  tbaMto"  bdoagjag^ifc 
the  south  side  of  the  said*  sdiset^  niew  let  ta^MiwiMbi 
Wride — rent,  one  pound,  fifteen  shillfngak 

3w  A  burgage  or  teneoaent,  and'  the  gmde^  thasato 
hdoi^ingt  with  the  appurtenance^  on  the  mtolj/t  lUt 
af  the  said  street^,  now  let  to  Mr«  WilUam  BlatebCaa  u 
xentr  one  pound. 

3.  A  burgage  or  tenement^  and  fptgdeop  with*  tha 
afqi^urtenances,  on  the  soutk  side  of*  the  same  staaet^ 
now  let  to-  Samuel  Norman,  esq« — rentyona^pooadb^ 

4«  A  messungef  burgage,  or  tenetfMit^  aadr  tte 
garden  thereunto  belonging,  w4th<the  «|ipBvlMuale^ 
OQitbe  nwthside  of  the  said*  sttoetf,:  now- let  tb*2lc 
James^  GiU — rent,  one  pound,-  three  shittiagiQr  aa4 
ftmr-pande« 

5.  A  messua^,:  burgfige,,orv  tenemenC,!  aUdTfaMtaar 
adjoining,  with  the  appurtenances,  on  the  north  side 
of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  the  Misses  Welch — renl^ 
one  pound,  six  shillings,  and  eight-pence» 


6.  Two  tenemento  Of  biirgage«9  (now  used  as  one,) 
l^i(h  curtilageflw  wi^  a  garden  th9remit0  bdoiigii)g«  on 
tine  noJTth  )»kle  of  tlie  said  streeti  now  l«k  to  Robert 
Pa/sQM-rrreatt:  two  pounds,^  six  shilUngs,  and  eigluU 
pence. 

7^  Ome  hnrgage  or  tenementu  a^d  gardeni,  with  the 
apportenffxiipest  on  the  noftfi  side  of  the  said  strc^t^  naw 
let  to  MaiQr  gioaU-^ieot,^  one  pomid^ 

8.  One  burgage  or  tenenient»  mtHk  %  curtilage,  and 
|pii4en«  on  the  north  wdeof  the  said  street^  new  let  to 
Charles.  Pool^  es^^r^rent,  one  pannd»  mx  shillings^and 
eighfr<pence» 

0«  Two  messuages^  bnt^ages^  or  tenemsats^  with 
f^artilaf^  and  8|arden%  oathe  north  side  of  the  aaid 
street  now  let  taCharlesFeols^esq^^-cenf^  one  poondi 
six  shillings  and  eight*pence. 

IrO.  One  messnaget  bnrga^Ot,  or  tenement^  and  a 
QAQtilage  and  garden  thereto  beloaginfl^  ea  the  north 
side  of  the^said  street,,  now  let  to.Mr^  Thomas  LaksHn^ 
rentt  sixteen  shillings. 

%X.  One  burgage  or  tenement^  and.  a. curtilage  and 
garden*  with  the  appuitenanfes*,  oa  the  north  side  of 
the  said  street,  nqw  lejt  to  John  Hammet^.  esq^  and 
e^pcapied  by  BCr.  James  Tjocbe?^rentiai3rtean  shiUiu^ 

1%  One  burgage^  ojrtenementf.and'g^en,  with^the 
ajj^Qurtenances^  on  the  sonthr  side  oft  the  <Aurch*jardof 
St.  Mary  Magdalen,  now  let  to  Mr.  Robert  BeadoUi^ 
Inniflt^m^t  six  shiUinga  and  eigfit-pence. 

18f ,  A  garden  or  plot  of  ground,  with,  the  appnrte:^ 
nances,  at  the  east  end;  of  the  chnrclbyard  a0St,Mais 

lilagdalw,  part  let  to  Mr.  JameaFoy^  andfiartrtQlihe 
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In  High-street. 

1.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  with  the 
appurtenances,  on  the  west  side  of  the  said  street,  now 
let  to  Mr.  John  B.  Capon,  and  occupied  by  Mr.  W« 
!•  P.  Wilkinson — rent,  two  pounds. 

2.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  and  garden 
thereunto  belonging,  with  the  appurtenances,  on  tho 
west  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  Mrs.  Ponnsbery 
— rent,  sixteen  shillings. 

3.  A  burgage,  messuage,  of  tenement,  and  gtfdenv 
with  the  appurtenances,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said 
street,  now  let  to  John  Jeffries,  esq. — rent,  ten  shillings; 

4.  A  messuage,  burgnge,  or  tenement,  and  gardi^, 
with  the  appurtenances,  on  the  east  side  of  Ae  said 
street,  now  let  to  Mr.  Thomas  Jacobs — rdot^  teia 
shillings. 

6.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  and  garden, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  io  Mr. 
Thomas  Golsworthy — rent,  thirteen  shillings '  and 
four-pence. 

6.  A  messuage,  burgtige,  or  tenement  and  garden, 
which  runs  up  against  Paul-street,  at  the  end  of  which 
are  two  little  dwellings,  and  one  other  messuage,! 
burgage,  or  tenement,  and  garden,  on  the  east  side  of 
High-street,  now  let,  one  part  to  Mr.  WiUiam  Stone, 
the  other  part  to  John  Badcock,  esq. — rent,  eighteen 
shillings. 

7.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  and  garden, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  td  Mr* 
Richard  White — rent,  four  shillings. 

8.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  and  Ifti^ 
garden,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street,  nbiT  let  iXit 
George  Brown—rent,  twelve  shillings. 
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'9.  A  messuage  or  burgage,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
^said  street,  now  let  to  William  Chaplin — rent,  eight 
shillings. 

10.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  said  street,  now  also  let  to  William  Chaplin 
— rent,  ten  shillings. 

In  Starjf'itreeL 

A  messuage,  cottage,  or  tenement,  formerly  con- 
taining five  dwelling^,)  with  the  orchard  and  garden 
thereunto  belonging,  now  let  to  William  Kinglake, 
epq. — rent,  three  shillings. 

In  North-street. 

if 

J .  A  burgage  or  tenement,  formerly  called  the  Lamb 
Inn,  situate  on  the  east,  near  the  said  street,  now  let 
to  Mrs.  Betty  Knight,  and  in  the  occupation  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Hitchcock«*-rent,  one  pound. 

2.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  with  the 
appurtenances,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street,  now 
let  to  Mr.  Frederick  Da  we — rent,  one  pound. 

3.  Two  messuages,  burgages,  or  tenements,  with 
the  appurtenances,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street, 
now  let  to  Mr.  Harry  Stone-^-rent,  one  pound,  six 
shillings. 

4.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  with  the 
appurtenances,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street,  (now 
called  the  Duke  of  Wellington  Inn,)  let  to  Mr  John 
Besley— rent,  thirteen  shillings  and  four-pence. 

6.  A  messuage,  burgage,  or  tenement,  with  the 
appurtenances,  and  a  garden  thereunto  belonging,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  said  street,  now  let  to  Mr.  John 
Locke,  (and  occupied  as  a  bank  (or  savings}— ^rent, 
thirteen,  shillings  and  four-pence. 
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6.  A  memitige  of  ieMmtmtf  tnd  gtM^JM,  witk  Ae 
appuftetmnceii,  <m  the  eut  nde  «f  the  ind  ittMi^  iiti#^ 
let  to  Mr.  James  SutUm — rant,  one  poondL 

7,  8,  9.  Mortuagr^  tfold  ill  ftt  to  ttettHilMr  Of 

Taaatoii  mafket,  aod  polled  dowo.    TiM  ^ttwAMi ' 

money  is  invested  in  the  fbnds,  to  the  eMiof  ttedUtti^. 

/n  iVortii-TofM. 

1.  A messiiage  atid  gwdeo^  with  the  a^pttMei^^ 
ott  the  east  side  of  Nofth-To#iit  oow  AfiMf  tfae 
north  part  n^hereof  is  let  to  the  ftustae*  of  IRuuilatt 
tampikes,  and  nsed  as  a  tnrlipike*hoiise ;  dttf  oftef 
part  is  let  to  Aaron  ftice, — ekitire  rent,  one  pound. 

2.  A  messuage  or  tenement^  and  garden.  With  die 
appurtenances,  now  let  to  the  said  Atfoil  Bloe—^Mtty' 
ten  shillings. 

3.  A  messuage  or  tehemenity  and  g^erdefly  tfitfi  Ab* 
appurtenances,  now  also  let  to  the  stid  AifWIf  Hloe^— 
rent,  fen  shillings. 

4.  5.  Two  messuages  or  tenements,  iftd  gudibii 
with  the  appurtenances,  now  let  to  Robeif  BreWef— 
rent,  twenty  shillings. 

On  Tone  Bridge. 
A  cottage  and  curtilage  on  Tone  bridge^  ntfW  let  tb 
Mr.  John  Bluett — rent,  one  pound,  she  skiRbg^  tftid 
eight-pence. 

Al  Ottery  St.  Mary,  JDevtm. 

1.  A  messuage  and  tenement  cbnteinibg  alkrtlf 
thirty  acres  o£  land,  metidow,  and  pastoey  W^  the 
appurtenances,  called  MiddTe  Woodforde,  tUMf  ttii  W 
the  Rey.  J.  Browne-rent,  two  pounds  and  foiu^^ce  j,' 
and  for  a  heriot,  the  best  beast,  of  fire  poirndsIL 

2.  Butts's  Acre  in  Oftery  Stt  Maryi^oW  let  ftf  tftT 
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VbeVf  Wn  W^Xkff,  sttd  i^cenpicd  bj  the  Rev.  J. 
BDOwil0^^Hr«iit»  two  skillmf^. 

At  UfhOUergf,  Dewm. 
h  A  uniinng^  or  tmemMtt  «id  sereral  doaet  of 
Iwdf  MMdow*  tod  p«Btiire»  hevetofort  called  Denene 
XMld%  sod  cmdomi  of  paatuw  ou  Beacon^hiil,  now 
let  to  Joho  E  veleigh — rent^  three  powide^  one  shiUing*, 
and  fojif^fOiH^t  ^^  ^  ^  heffioty.  the  best  beast^  or 

tbroo  poiidb. 

%  AmairaageortfiBeiiienlyWiththeappartiCBanees, 
ottod  Nwldi-IuiyBy  eoBlaiDuig  by  estimation  tw€x^ 
eight  acres  of  laod,  meadow^  aod  pasture,  late  Bag- 
sttrv  ^mI  common  of  pasture  for  twenty  shetp^  upon 
Beafion^hiUt  now  let  to  Thomas  Helyar — rent,  two 
poondsy  six  shillings,  and  eight-pence ;  and  for  a  heriot, 
the  best  beast,  or  three  pounds. 

S.  A  bam  or  o«t»liouse  (now  a  smithes  shop,)  with 
a  curtilage,  dirided  and  enjoyed  distinct  and  apart 
from  the  dwtlling^hoase,  orchard,  and  garden ;  and 
several  doses  of  land,  meadow,  and  pasture,  and 
common  of  pasture  for  eight  sheep,  on  Beacon-hilI> 
now  let  to  John  Erdeig^, — rentr  one  pound,  four 
shilUngs ;  and  for  a  heriot,.  the  best  beast,  or  three 
pomidflk 

4.  A  dose  of  hmd  called  Snnderly,  containing  two 
acres;  anodmp  cloaa  of  land,  called  Clippermead, 
coniataing  one  acre  and  a  half;  another  close  of  land, 
called  lEsadland,  containing  two  acres  and  a  half; 
two  otfier  doses,  edied  Sreen  Ktwht  and  the  T woAcres, 
cesitaming  fonr  acres ;  with  common  of  pasture  for 
ten  dheep,  on.  B<aeon-hillt  now  let  to  John  Bveleigh 
-^aanty  thirlaan  shiUmg^  and  fonr-peace ;  and  for  %\ 
lierioto|iop0aid» 
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6.  A  mesfloage  or  tenement,  and  leren  closet  (ifbir 
more)  of  land,  meadow,  and  pasture,  oontaising  by 
estimation  fourteen  acres,  with  the  appdrtenaneei^ 
with  common  of  pasture  for  twenty  sheep,  on  Beaon- 
hill,  now  let  to  John  Eveleigh — rent,  one  pomid^iw^ 
shillings,  and  four-pence ;  and  for  a  herioty>  tlie  best 
beast,  or  three  pounds. 

6.  A  messuage  or  dwelling-house,  garden,  and 
•rchard,  with  the  appurtenances,  encompassed  with 
a  common  in  Up-Ottery,  and  sheep  leazes  oq  Beaoon- 
hill,  now  let  to  Hugh  Brown — ^rent,  fonr  sfaillk^ ; 
and  for  a  heriot  four  shillings. 
.  7.  A  tenement,  and  four  closes  of  land,  meadow; 
and  pasture,  with  the  appurtenances,  called. Hadandsy 
containing  seven  acres,  now  let  to  Hngh  Brown^— 
re6t,  twenty  shillings* — No  heriot. .        . 

All  the  premises  are  let  on  leases  for  ninety-nine 
years,  determinable  with  three  lives  respectivdy,  at 
quit  rents.  The  lives  are  renewable  on  paying  finss^ 
to  be  agreed  on  between  the  feoffees  and  the  tttiants 
or  applicants. 

Trowbridge's   charitt. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  1614^  Thooms  Trow- 
bridge the  elder,  of  Taunton^  Merchant-taiior,  granted 
and  assigned,  unto  ten  trustees,  two  closes  or  pieces  of 
ground,  called  Ttmaways,  (the  one  consisting  of  fire 
acres,  and  the  other  being  one  acre,)  lying  in  West- 
Monkton,  for  the  residue  of  a  term  of  one  thooanad 
years,  commencing  on  the  28th  of  September,  1618^ 
upon  trust,  that  out  of  the  rents  and  prefite  of  the  said 
closes,  then  worth  six  pounds  per  annum  elear  to 
pasture,  there  shoM  he  paid  an  St.  Andrmv'Mkf 
yearly,  unto  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  cfSnnt 
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Mary  Magdalen^  six  paundSf  thereof  they  were  to 
pay  on  that  day  yearly,  to  the  churchwardens  and 
overseers  of  St.  James,  in  or  near  Taunton,  ybr/y 
shillings,  to  be  by  them  distributed  amongst  forty  of 
the  poorest,  oldest,  most  honest,  and  imp6tent  poor  of 
that  parish,  by  a  shilling  a*piece ;  the  same  distribution 
to  be  made  on  SLThomas's-day,  before  Christmas ;  and 
within. a  month  after  such  distribution,  the  said  over- 
seers of  St.  James  to  give  a  note  of  the  names  of  those 
that  received  the  said  benevolence,  to  the  church- 
wardens and  overseers  of  St  Mary  Magdalen  aforesaid. 

And  that  the  residue,  being  four  pounds,  should  be 
distributed,  by  the  said  churchwardens  and  overseers 
of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  amongst  eighty  of  the  like 
poor  of  that  parish,  by  one  shilling  a-piece,  the  same 
day ;  and  a  note  kept  of  the  names  of  the  said  po^r, 
and  such  names  delivered  in  at  Easter,  before  the 
constables  of  the  borough  of  Taunton,  two  or  more  of 
the  trustees  being  called  in.  And  if  the  profits  amount- 
^  to  more  than  six  pounds,  the  residue  to  be  in  like 
manner  distributed  amongst  the  poor  of  Taunton  St. 
Mary  Magdalen,  and  to  be  accounted  for  as  aforesaid. 

And  if  the  profits  should  not  amount  to  six  pounds, 

then  a  proportional  abatement  to  be  made  on  each 

parish,  and  the  residue  to  be  distributed  as  aforesaid. 

And  when  the  number  of  trustees  should  come  to  four, 

:  then  a  new  deed  to  be  made  to  some  person  or  persons, 

who  should  assign  their  interest  back  again  to  these 

^four,  and  as  many  more  as  they  should  think  expedient, 

the  major  part  to  be  the  most  sufficient  and  honest 

inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Taunton  ;  so  that  the  term 

^might  be  preserved  to  the  uses  aforesaid.    And  ^bat 

R 
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"this  gift  should  go  to  the  increase  of  the  relief  of  dm 
.poor,  and  not  to  ease  any  rate  or  taxation.  And  tilt 
dbnor  desired  that  the  poor  should  be  assembled  ^Mi 
St.  ThomasVday,  at  divine  service,  at  their  respectii% 
parish  churches,  except  such  as  could  uot ;  and  aftertiM 
distribution  made,  the  donor's  name  to  be  mentioMiif 
'^imd  they'pnt  in  mind  to  thank  Gob  for  his  mercy. 

'  In  the  return  of  -charitable  donations,  m  ]787» 
this  benefaction  is  said  to  produce  the  annuial  nm  of 
eight  pounds,  and  the  trustees  were  Joseph  HaoriMiit 
WHliam  Pring,  and  Thomas  Locke. 

SIR  GEORGE   FAREWELL'S   CHARTTY. 

In  1623,  sir  George  Farewell  surrendered  tw9 
closes  of  overland,  in  the  tithing  of  Hull,  one  eaUed 
Doubles f  containing  two  acres  and  a  half,  and  tlie 
other  WkippleSf  five  acres,  to  George  Farewell,  bit 
son,  and  his  heirs,  according  to  the  custom  of  the 
manor  of  Taunton-Dean,  on  condition,  that  lie  or  his 
heirs,  into  whose  possession  they  should  come,  shoidd 
pay  out  of  the  same,  for  ever,  at  Christmas,  forty- 
eight  shillings,  in  the  following  proportion ;  namely^ 
twenty-four  shillings  to  the  churchwardens  and  over- 
seers of  Bishop's-Hnll,  sixteen  shillings  to  the  aalne 
officers  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen^  and 
•^ight  shillings  to  those  of  the  parish  of  St.  James  in 
Taunton,  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  each  parish ;  with  an 
obligation  of  five  shillings  forfeiture  for  non-payment 
within  fifteen  days,  to  be  recovered  by  entry  of  distreiK. 

'  In  the  return  of  charitable  donations  in  1787,  these 
lands  are  said  to  be  vested  in  Stephen  Dyke. 

WORK-HOUSE  NEAR  TONB  BRIDGE. 

In  1626,  a  work-house  near  Tone  Bridge  ^OQW 
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a  coaUyard  occupied  by  Mr.  Henry  Trood)  was 
purchased  by  the  constables,  with  the  annual  rent  of 
the  town-lands. 

The  occasion  of  the  purchase  of  this  work-house 
was  a  gift  of  one  hundred  pounds,  by  Mrs.  Margaret 
Ackland,  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  borough  of 
Taunton.  To  this  the  constables,  Roger  Hill,  gent, 
and  Robert  Moggridge,  added,  out  of  the  rents  of 
the  town-lands,  fifty-eight  pounds  fourteen  shillings, 
to  complete  the  purchase  of  a  cottage  and  garden, 
with  the  appurtenances,  in  the  tithing  of  Grass-croft, 
in  the  hundred  of  Staplegrove,  of  the  yearly  value  of 
twenty  pounds.  These  premises  were  conveyed,  ia 
trust,  to  the  constables,  for  the  alone  help  and  use, 
and /or  the  most  profit  and  advantage  of  the  poor  of 
the  borough  of  Taunton,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
constables,  and  other  magistrates  of  the  said  town 
and  borough,  or  the  major  part  of  them.  It  has  been 
customary  to  apply  the  issues  and  profits  of  the  above 
premises,  exclusively,  to  the  benefit  of  widows. 

*  The  premises  are  held  ( 1 82 1 )  by  Mr.  Henry  Trood, 
under  a  lease  for  fourteen  years,  at  the  annual  rent  of 
forty-two  pounds. 

MOGGRID6E*S    CHARITY. 

On  the  10th  of  May,  1645,  Mr.  Robert  Moggridge 
did,  by  his  last  will,  bearing  date  on  that  day,  give, 
out  of  his  lands,  called  Frethy,  in  Bishop*s-Hull,  five 
pounds,  ten  shillings,  to  be  paid  to  the  churchwardens 
of  Taunton  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  on  the  first  of  March 
annually  ;  five  pounds  thereof  to  be  by  them  given  to 
the  hotiest  and  religions  poor  of  the  parish,  on  the  30th 
of  March,  at  their  discretion ;  so  as  not  to  give  moi*e 
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than  ten  shillings,  nor  under  five  shillings,  to  any  one 
person.  The  other  ten  shillings  he  assigned  to  die 
churchwardens,  for  their  trouble  in  distributing  the 
^ame,  and  giving  an  account  thereof  to  the  execators. 
^  In  the  return  of  charitable  donations  in  1787,  this 
benefaction  is  said  to  be  vested  in  Betty  Dewberry. 

MEREDlTH^S  CHARITY. 

In  1677,  there  was  a  liberal  bequest  to  the  poor,  by 
the  will  of  Robert  Meredith,  who  died  the  I  Ufa  of 
October,  that  year  ;  which  was  afterwards  subjected 
to,  and  settled  by  a  decree  of  chancery,  dated  May 
23d,  1688,  4  James  II.  This  decree  sets  forth,  that 
Robert  Meredith,  by  will,  dated  in  September,  1677, 
gave  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  four  limidred  pounds, 
to  be  laid  out,  by  his  executors,  in  lands,  or  a  rent- 
charge  in  fee-simple,  and  the  conveyance  to  be  iii 
their  names,  and  such  others  as  they  should* appoint, 
in  trust,  that  the  rents  and  profits,  or  rent-charge, 
should  be  taken  by  the  constables  of  the  borough,  and 
by  them,  between  Michaelmas  and  St.  Thomas*s-day, 
yearly,  be  laid  out  in  cloth,  and  making  it  into  coats 
land  waistcoats  for  poor  people,  inhabiting  within  the 
borough  and  parish,  and  distributed  amongst  the  poor 
there ;  and  directed  that  on  St.  ThomasVday,  or  such 
other ^ay  as  the  feoffees  of  the  town-lands  of  Taunton 
should  meet  the  constables,  and  give  the  feoffees  an 
account,  on  their  voluntary  oath,  of  their  receipts  and 
disbursements,  and  to  whom  by  name  given;  for 
which  purpose  a  book  should  be  kept,  and  the  account 
be  allowed  or  disallowed  bv  the  feoffees,  and  that  the 
executors  might  be  present  and  join ;  and  that  the 
'Barnes  of  the  clothiers,  and  the  quantities  of  the  doth 
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of  tbem  bought,  and  the  rates  of  the  same,  should  b^ 
entered  in  the  said  account,  or  the  same  not  be  allowed  >; 
and  that  the  money  otherwise  laid  out  should  be  taken 
as  not  laid  out ;  and  that  till  the  money  were  laid  out 
in  a  purchase,  the  produce  thereof  should  be  accounted 
for  as  aforesaid.  It  was  also  ordered  and  decreed,  that 
the  trust  and  charity,  and  all  things  declared  in  the  wilL 
concerning  the  same  and  management  thereof,  should, 
stand  good  and  be  observed ;  and  that  the  four  hundred, 
pounds  at  Michaelmas  ensuing,  should  be  paid  to  the 
order  of  sir  William  Portman,,  hart.  K.  B.  and  the 
rest  of  the  Taunton  feoffees,  or  the  major  gart  of  them«^  ' 
tabe  laid  out  in  purchasing,  lands,,  called  Grass-croft,^ 
or  Grass-grove,  or  other  lands,  Annuity ,  or  rent-charge,, 
and  the  same  be  settled  and  continued  ia  the  feoffees^ 
or  other  trustees,  as  by  the  will,  and  as  thereby  directed ; . 
and  that  the  interest^  fponv  St^  Thomas's-day  pre- 
ceding, to  the  time  of  payment^  should  be  paid  to  the 
constables,  and  laid  out  as  aforesaid:  and  that  the 
defendants,  the  executors,,  should  be  saved  harmless, 
and  have  their  costs  out  of  the  four  hundred  pounds^ 

'  In  the  return  of  charitable  donations,  in  1787,  this 
benefaction  is  described  as  consisting  of  four  hundred 
pounds  in  money,  producing^  the  annual  sum  of  sevens 
teen  pounds,  twelve  shillings,  and  ten-pence,  and  as 
being  employed  in  the  purchase  of  clothes  for  the  poor. 
It  is  vested  in  the  feoffees  of  Taunton  town-lands. 
SIR  HUGH  Parker's  charity. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1694,  sir  Hugh  Parker 
gave  to  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses,  of 
Taunlon,^  five  pounds  per  annum,  out  of  his  tene«- 
ment,  called  the  Three  Nun$x  ia  Patemoster-Row» 
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liOndoDf  to  be  employed  as  follows }  namely,  fifl 
dulling  to  the  vtcar  of  Taaoton  St.  Mary  Mag 
len,  for  preaching  a  sermon  on  the  first  of  M: 
two  shillings  and  six-pence  to  the   clerk,  and  t 
diillioga  and  six-pence  to  the  sexton ;  and  the  ot 
fonr  pounds  to  be  given  in  bread  to  the  poor,  » 
tiie  sermon,  as  the  minister  and  churchwardens  s 
see  fit.     And  in  case  there  shall  be  any  default  m 
tiie  ^id  five  pounds  are  wholly  forfeited  to  the  g< 
nors  of  Christ's  Hospital,  London,  for  the  use  ( 
Blue-^oat  children.  And  in  case  the  said  five  po 
clear  in  money,    free  from  all  deductions,    tf 
unpaid  for  the  space  of  twenty  days  after  the 

day  of  March,'  the   aforesaid   mayor,    &c.    oi         

governors  aforesaid,  may  enter  and  distrain  tm  dw 
premises  with  costs. 

*  In  the  return  of  charitable  donations,  in  1787,  Uni 
benefaction  is  said  to  be  vested  in  Thomas  Eriu; 
gadd's  cha&xtt. 

In  1694,  Mr.  Philip  Gadd,  by  his  will,  did  apponit 
Mary  his  daughter,  and  her  heirs,  to  pay  otrt  of  six 
acres  of  meadow,  being  in  the  tithing  of  Hidwaf,  on 
8t.  Thomas's-day,  three  pounds  and  ten  thflling^  ai 
follows;  namely,  two  pounds  ten  slriUingt  to  4ie 
churchwardens  of  Taunton  St.  Mary  Magddeoy  and 
twenty  shillings  to  the  churchwardens  of  Wert-Honfc- 
ton,  to  be  distributed  on  St.  Thomas's^^y,  by  oM 
shilling  to  each  poor  person  of  Tauntra,  and  two 
shillings  to  each  poor  person  of  West-Monktoo. 

'  That  portion  of  this  benefaction,  which  nlatM  t6 
the  parish  of  Taunton  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  is  a 
tioned  in  the  return  of  1787. 
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London,  to  be  employed  as  follows ;  namely^  fiftecB 
sbillings  to  the  vicar  of  Taunton  St.  Mary  Magda* 
len,  for  preaching  a  sermon  on  the  first  of  May; 
two  shillings  and  six-pence  to  the  clerk,  and  two 
shillings  and  six-pence  to  the  sexton ;  and  the  other 
four  pounds  to  be  given  in  bread  to  the  poor,  after 
the  sermon,  as  the  minister  and  churchwardens  shall 
see  fit.  And  in  case  there  shall  be  any  default  mad^ 
the  said  five  pounds  are  wholly  forfeited  to  the  gover- 
nors of  Christ's  Hospital^  London,  for  the  use  of  the 
Blue-coat  children.  And  in  case  the  said  five  pounds, 
clear  in  money,  free  from  all  deductions,  remain 
unpaid  for  the  space  of  twenty  days  after  the  26th 
day  of  March,  the  aforesaid  mayor,  &c.  or  the 
governors  aforesaid,  may  enter  and  distrain  on  the 
premises  with  costs. 

*  In  the  return  of  charitable  donations,  in  1787,  this 
benefaction  is  said  to  be  vested  in  Thomas  Evans. 

gadd's  charity. 

In  1694,  Mr.  Philip  Gadd,  by  his  will,  did  appoint 
Mary  his  daughter,  and  her  heirs,  to  payout  of  six 
acres  of  meadow,  being  in  the  tithing  of  Holway,  on 
St.  Thomas*s-day,  three  pounds  and  ten  shillings,  as 
follows;  namely,  two  pounds  ten  shillings  to  the 
churchwardens  of  Taunton  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and 
twenty  shillings  to  the  churchwardens  of  West-Monk* 
ton,  to  be  distributed  on  St.  ThomasVday,  by  om 
shilling  to  each  poor  person  of  Taunton,  and  two 
shillings  to  each  poor  pei-son  of  West-Monkton. 

'  That  portion  of  this  benefaction,  which  relates  to 
the  parish  of  Taunton  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  is  not  men- 
tioned in  the  return  of  1 787, 
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RXTNOI^BS'S  CHAKITY. 

In  1694,  Mr.  Samuel  Keynolds  gave  to  the  use  o^ 
the  poor  of  the  town  half  the  profits  of  three  acres  of 
meadow,  lying*  in  Holway,  to  be  distributed  to  the 
poor  aforesaid,    by  the  churchwardens,  on  Easter- 
Monday  yearly. 

*  The  produce  of  this  benefaction  in  1 787  was  thre? 
pounds  ten  shiUtngs,  and  the  trustees  Joseph  Harman^ 
William  Pring,  and  Thomas  Locke. 

MRS.  Cornish's  charity. 

In  1604,  Mrs.  Margaret  Cornish  gave  the  profit)^ 
of  a  meadow  to  the  poor,  for  ever ;  but  this  gift  has 
not  been  received  for  some  years.  There  is  no  mention- 
of  this  in  the  return  of  1787. 

STRINGLANDS. 

This  charity  has  been  for  many  years  under  the 
direction  of  trustees,  elected  from  the  protestant 
dissenters,  and  the  iipplication  of  it,  except  its  limita« 
tion  to  the  poor  of  the  borough,  is  discretionah  It 
consists  of  various  parcels  of  land,  and  some  dwellings,, 
belonging  to  the  manor  of  Taunton-Dean,  and  con-^ 
vfyed' under  six  different  surrenders ;  first,  two  acres 
•f  overland ;  second,  three  acres  and  a  third  part  of 
an  acre  of  overland,  called  Meadland  ;  third,  two 
cottages^  with  the  curtilages,  of  bondland,  heretofore 
made  or  converted  into  six  dwellings,  with  six  gar- 
dens, in  the  tithing  of  Extra-Portam,  and  now  made 
into  twelve  dwellings ;  fourth^  one  acre  of  land  and 
meadow  of  overland,  called  Meadland ;  fifth,  three 
a<;res  and  a  third  part  of  an  acre  of  land  and  meadow 
of  overland,  called  Meadland ;  sixth,  five  acres  of 
overland  ia  the  Winmead.— Of  these  parcels,  all  but 
the  fourth  are  described  as  situated  ia  the  tithing  o£ 
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Holway  ;  and  as  being  heretofore  of  Robert  Taylor, 
except  the  sixth,  in  which,  before  his  name,  stands  that 
of  William  Gill.'    They  have  been  all  invested  in  the 

■  Copy  of  the  surrender  of  Stringlands^  Holway. — William 
Gill|  merchant,  doth  sarrender  into  the  hands  of  the  lord  tw« 
acres  of  land  of  overland,  in  the  tithing  of  Holwajr,  some-time  of 
Henry  West,  and  late  of  William  Chaplin  and  Hugh  Gnnston^ 
deceased,  to  the  nse  and  behoof  of  John  Whetham  the  elder| 
Thomas  Patten,  John  Hucker,  Robert  Taylor,  their  heirt  and 
assigns  for  ever,  according  to  the  custom  of  the  manor  of  Taunton. 
Dean,  to  have  and  to  hold  to  the  sole  use  and  behoof,  and  to  the  most 
profit  of  the  poor  of  the  borough  of  Taunton  aforesud,  to  whoso 
hands  soever  the  said  lands  shall  happen  to  fall.  Taken  the  7th  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  second,  now 
of  England,  the  thirty  .fourth,  1681,  in  the  presence  of  Nicholai 
Marshall,  gent.  John  Hannon,  &c.  tenants  of  the  lord. 

There  are  three  surrenders  more  on  the  same  conditions. 

The  original  surrender  of  these  lands  was  made  by  Henry  West 
to  Chaplin  and  Gnnston,  in  trust  to  permit  and  anffer  the  constables 
and  other  the  masters,  magistrates,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  to  dis« 
pose  of  the  issues  and  profits  thereof  to  the  poor  of  the  borough  of 
Taunton. — From  a  MS*  book  in  the  possession  of  the  Rev*  H* 
Bowery  vicar  of  Taunton  St,  Mary  Magdalen. 

In  the  same  book  there  are  the  follomng  particulars  : 

Archibald  Thomson's  Gift. — ^^  Archibald  Thomson  gara 
to  the  poor  of  Taunton  Magdalen  ten  pounds,  the  interest  to  be 
given  in  bread ;  which  ten  pounds  I  did  receive.     BER.  SMITH. 

<^  The  interest  is  ten  shillings,  to  which  I  add  two  shillings,  tha( 
the  poor  might  have  a  dozen  of  bread  e?ery  first  Sunday  in  the 
month ;  but  at  last  there  were  not  poor  to  receive  it  that  came  to 
the  church,  since  which  I  gave  two  years'  interest,  January  the  ftidy 
anno  1693,  being  sixty  loaves  at  four.pence  per  loaf. — B.  S.'' 

^^  1671.  It  was  ordered  at  the  meeting  of  the  parish  of  TanntoB 
St.  Mary  Magdalen,  on  Easter  Tuesday,  that  a  book  be  kept  to 
register  all  the  public  gifts  for  pious  and  charitable  uses,  and  that 
it  be  kept  in  a  chest,  with  three  locks,  in  the  church  ;  one  key  to 
be  kept  by  the  minister,  a  second  by  the  wardens^  and  a  third  Vf 
the  oveneers  of  the  poon'^ 
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same  trustees,  to  the  only  use  and  behoof,  and  to  and 
for  the  most  benefit  and  advantage  of  the  poor  of  the 
borough  of  Taunton,  without  any  specification  of  uses. 
The  third  and  fourth  deeds  of  surrender  are  however 
differently  expressed,  and  contain  a  clause,  which  will 
afford  the  managers  a  clue  to  discover  the  original 
grantee,  and  his  intentions,  if  the  surrenders,  to  which 
there  is  a  reference,  are  in  being ;  the  premises 
described,  under  those  numbers,  are  conveyed  upon 
condition,  and  to  and  for  such  uses  and  purposes  as 
appear  in  and  by  a  surrender  of  Thomas  Pope  the 
elder,  bearing  date  the  twenty-third  day  of  November, 
in  the  thirty-third  of  the  reign  of  queen  Eliizabeth, 
and  in  the  year  1591.  The  number  of  trustees,  in 
whom  this  charity  is  vested,  is  seven. 

^  In  the  return  of  charitable  donations  made  to  the' 
House  of  Commons  in  1787,  this  benefaction  is 
described  as  having  been  made  in  the  year  1591,  by 
Thomas  Pope  the  elder,  by  deed,  to  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  Taunton  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  and  that  the 
clear  annual  produce  of  the  land  is  said  to  have  been 
then  thirty  pounds.  The  trustees  were  William  Stone, 
Luke  Noble,  and  Thomas  Hill. 

'  In  1796,  the  value  of  land  being  much  increased^ 

and  the  lease  of  these  premises  about  to  expire,  the 

trustees  let  the  same  by  auction  to  the  best  bidder,  at 

the  annual  rent  of  seventy-nine  pounds,  the  trustees 

'  agreeing  to  pay  the  poor^s  rate  and  lord's  rent. 

'  The  premises  belonging  to  this  charity  are  now 
(1821)  let  at  a  rent  of  fifty  pounds  per  annum.  The 
trustees  are  William  Stone,  John  B.  Capon,  Downing 
Blake,  Frederick  Dawe,  Thomas  Noblet  Thomas^ 
Jacobs^  and  Harry  Webb  Stone. 
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boroughf  every  Christmas-eve.  The  money  for  the 
purchase  of  the  wheat  is  paid  to  the  constables  by  the 
feoffees  of  the  town-lands. 

^  CHARITABIiE  DONATIONS  TO  TUB  POOR  OF  THV 
PARISH   OF   TAUNTON   ST.  JAMES. 

<  In  the  return,  made  in  1787,  to  the  House  of  Com-* 
mons,  of  charitable  donations  for  the  benefit  of  poor 
persons  in  the  several  counties  of  England,  there  is  the 
following  account  of  donations  to  the  poor  of  the  paridi 
of  Taunton  St.  James.  To  this  account  is  now  added 
some  extracts  from  an  old  book  of  overseers*  disburse- 
ments, relating  to  these  charities.  These  are  copied 
with  an  intention  of  promoting  some  enquiry  into  tbose 
which  are  now  unpaid. 

1 .  Robert  Moggridge,  in  the  year  1645,  gave  hj 
will  to  the  poor  of  the  said  parish  an  annual  rent* 
charge  of  four  pounds,  vested  in  1787  in  Mcs.  Dew^ 
berry. — Parliamentary  JSetom,  1 787* 

2.  Thomas  Trowbridge,  in  1619,  gave  by  deed  t^ 
the  said  poor  a  portion  of  land,  the  clear  annual 
pmduce  of  which  is  two  pounds.  This  land  waB 
vested  in  1787  in  John  Chave. — Ibid. 

3.  Joan  King  gave  by  surrender  to  the  said  poor 
a  rent-charge  of  two  pounds,  vested  in  1787  inRobect 
Moggridge. — Ibid. 

4.  Sir  George  Hooper  gave  by  will  to  the  said  poor 
a  certain  portion  of  land,  the  clear  yearly  value  of 
which  is  two  pounds,  ten  shillings.  This  land  in  1787 
was  vested  in  sir  William  Yea,  bart.  or  his  repre- 
sentatives*— Ibid. 

1667.  Received  of  widow  Hooper  two  pounds  and 
ten  shillings,  being  a  gift  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of 
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St.  James,  by  Mr.  Warman,  deceased,  and  if  disposed 
of  according  to  the  intent  of  bis  will. — Parish  Book* 

1684.  Received  of  Robert  Hooper  fifty  shillin^^ 
being  the  yearly  gift  of  Mr.  Warman,  deceased,  &c. 
—Ibid. 

1701.  Received  Mr.  Warman's  gift,  two  pounds, 
ten  shillings. — Ibid. 

In  the  return  of  J  787  there  is  no  mention  of  Mr* 
Warman,  and  in  the  parish  book  there  is  nothing  said 
of  sir  George  Hooper ;  it  iherefore  seems  doubtful 
which  of  the  two  was  the  donor. 

5.  Florence  Stone,  in  1638,  gave  by  will  to  the  said 
poor  a  portion  of  land,  the  clear  yearly  value  of  which 
Ts  one  pound,  which  is  now  vested  in  Matthew  Frank- 
lin.—Par/,  Return,  1787. 

1 67  7.  Received  of  Mr.  Thomas  Godsall  the  sum  of 
twenty  shillings,  given  by  will  to  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  St.  James,  by  Mrs.  Florence  Stone,  deceased, 
and  is  disbursed  according  to  the  same. — Parish  Book. 

1688.  Received  of  Mr.  Charles  Godsall  twenty 
shillings,  being  the  yearly  gift  of  Mrs.  Florence  Stone, 
deceased,  to  forty  poor  women  of  the  parish  of  Taun- 
ton St.  James,  which  was  received  and  distributed 
according  to  her  will. — Ibid. 

6.  Samuel  Reynolds,  in  1690,  gave  by  will,  to  the 
said  poor,  a  parcel  of  land,  the  clear  yearly  value  of 
which  is  three  {bounds,  ten  shillings,  which  is  now 
vested  in  Thomas  Hurford.— Par/-  Return,  1787. 

1694.  Received  of  Mr.  Nicholas  Marshall  forty- 
eight  shillings  and  two-pence,  being  the  yearly  gift  of 
Mr.  Samuel  Reynolds,  deceased,  to  the  poor  of  the 
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parish  of  Taunton  St.  James,  wbich  was  distribatai* 
by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  according^  to  his  wiiL 

7.  George  Farewell,  in  1G22,  gave  by  will,  to  the 
said  poor,  a  snm^  money,  the  annual  produce  of  whi<A 
is  eight  shillings,  now  payable  by  Stephen  Dyke.-^ 
Pwl  Return,  1787. 

1667.  Received  of  Mr.  Farewell  his  yeariy  gift  tm 
the  poor,  eight  shillings. — Parish  Booh. 

1702.  Received  Mr.  George  Farewell's  gift,  beiii|f 
eight  shillings,  and  distributed,  according  to  his  wiB, ' 
by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Taunton 
St.  James. — Ibid. 

8.  Mr.  Risdon  gfave  by  will,  to  the  said  poor^  m 
parcel  of  land,  the  dear  yearly  value  of  which  ir  one 
pound,  fifteen  shillings,  which  is  now  vested  in  or 
William  Yea,  hart  or  his  representatives.~-P«r/. 
Betum,  1787. 

9.  A  person,  of  the  name  of Grabham,left 

tbe  sum  of  four  pounds,  ten  shillingps^,  to  die  said  poor^ 
which  has  been  lost  for  many  years,  but  it  cannot  be 
set  forth  by  what  means. — ParL  Return,  1787. 

1667.  Received  of  Mr.  William  Bacon  the  swat 
of  four  pounds,  eleven  shillings,  which  was  a  legacy 
given  by  esq.  Grabham,  deceased,  for  the  use  of  the 
poor  of  the  parish  of  St.  James,  and  is  disbursed 
according  to  his  will. — Parish  Booh. 

1702.  Received  of  Mr. Hurtnell  the  sum  of 

five  pounds,  being  the  yearly  gift  of  esq.  Grabhantr, 
deceased,  to  the  poor  of  the  parish  of  Taunton  St. 
James,  which  was  distributed  by  the  overseers  accofd^' 
ing  to  his  will.— -/We/. 
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This  legacy  is  accounted  for  regularly  every  year, 
from  1667  to  1702,  but  in  different  sums,  sometimes 
four  pounds,  eleven  shillings,  and  at  other  times,  five 
pounds.  It  is  always  charged  as  being  received  by 
the  overseers,  and  distributed  according  to  the  will 
of  the  donor,  and  never  charged,  as  is  the  case  witli 
4iome  other  bequests,  in  aid  of  the  poor's  rate. 

There  are  seven  small  houses,  at  the  east  end  of 
St.  James*s«street,  intended  for  the  use  of  the  second 
poor,  which  are  now  inhabited  by  paupers. 

In  the  before-mentioned  book  of  overseers'  accounts, 
belonging  to  the  parish  of  Taunton  St.  James,  there 
are  the  following  entries  : — 

1667.  Received  of  John  Slape,  gent,  five  pounds, 
fifteen  shillings,  for  the  interest  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  given  by  Mr.  Clark,  deceased,  towards  the 
relief  of  the  poor. 

1675.  Received  of  Mrs.  Joan  Slape,  widow,  for 
the  interest  of  Mr.  Clark's  one  hundred  pounds — six 
pounds. 

1677.  Received  of  Mrs.  Slape  the  interest  of  Mr. 
Clark's  one  hundred  pounds — six  pounds,  ten  shillings. 

1678.  Received  of  Mr.  Gale,  for  the  interest  of 
Mr.  Clark's  one  hundred  pounds — three  '  pounds, 
eighteen  shillings. 

1692.     Received  four  pounds,  ten  shillings. 

1701.  Received  five  pounds. 

1702.  Received  the  interest  of  Mr.  Clark's  one 
Irandred  pounds,  of  Mr.ThomasDunster,  of  Sevington, 
the  sum  of  five  pounds,  which  was  distributed  accord- 
ing to  his  will,  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor  of  the 
parish  of  St,  Jamest 
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1703.  Memorandam,  that  Mr.  Simon  Stacy  has 
the  mortgage  writings  which  Mr.  Thomas  DaiMtar, 
of  the  parish  of  Sevington,  grave  for  security  of  Mr* 
Clark's  hundred  pounds,  to  the  parish  of  St.  James^  as 
was  acknowledged  by  the  said  Mr.  Simon  Stacy^  in 
the  presence  of  us, 

Peter  Slape,  Thomas  Grannt, 

John  Brownjohn,        Thomas  BeUringer. 

1702.  Memorandum,  That  the  hundred  poond 
above-mentioned,  is  paid  for  the  use  of  the  pariahy  and 
lent  out  again  to  Mr.  Thomas  Ford,  on  his  house  in 
this  parish.  Witness,  Peter  Slape,  John  Blake. 

1667.  Received,  for  the  rent  of  the  parish  meadow, 
one  pound,  ten  shillingrs. 

This  sum  is  accounted  for  reg^ularly  every  year 
from  1667  to  1702. 

1676.  Received  of  the  widow  Daniel,  for  a  parish 
meadow,  two  pounds,  ten  shillings. 

1667.  Received  of  sir  William  Portman,  knt.  and 
bart.  his  yearly  gift  of  two  pounds,  five  shillings. 

1668.  Received  of  sir  William  Portman,  knt  and 
bart  the  sum  of  ten  pounds  in  money,  and  forty 
bushels  of  wheat,  which  said  money  and  wheat  were 
disposed  of  according  to  his  pleasure,  and  a  list  of  the 
names  of  the  persons  to  whom  it  was  distributed 
returned. 

1669.  Received  of  sir  William  Portman,  knt.  and 
bart.  ten  pounds  in  money,  twenty  bushels  of  wheat, 
and  half  an  ox,  which  said  money,  wheat,  and  beef, 
were  disposed  of  according  to  his  pleasure,  and  a  list 
of  the  persons*  names  to  whom  it  wns  disbrtbuted 
returned  to  sir  William. 
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1667*  Received  of  sir  John  Warre,  knt.  his  yearly 
^ft  to  the  poor,  one  poand. 

J  683.  Paid  poor  housekeepers,  per  the  order  of 
the  mayor,  in  the  very  cold  and  severe  weather,  as  per 
a  list  of  their  several  names  at  large  appeareth^  fifteeu 
pounds. 

1691 .  Paid  the  poor  housekeepers  in  the  hard  frost 
and  deep  snow,  by  the  mayor's  order,  as  per  a  list 
appeareth,  twenty-nine  pounds. 

1685.  Paid  Mr.  Bernard  Smyth,  mayor,  for  Col. 
Rirke,  seven  pounds. 

From  the  date,  which  many,  and  by  far  the  most 
valuable,  of  the  preceding*  donations  bear,  it  may  be 
remarked,  that  in  general,  they  took  place  before  the 
poor's  rate  was  established  by  act  of  parliament.  The 
mode  of  relieving  the  poor  by  taxation  was  adopted 
as  a  substitute  for  the  loss  which  they  suffered  by  the 
alienation  of  the  religious  houses,  from  whence  they 
had  derived  their  principal  support.  The  legislature, 
not  trusting  to  the  unconstrained  exertions  and  natu- 
ral force  of  the  principle  of  benevolence,  which  the 
Caeator  has  implanted  in  the  human  breast,  and 
which  revelation,  with  its  powerful  sanctions,  calls 
into  exercise,  judged  it  proper  to  bind  every  estate  to 
the  payment  of  a  proportional  quota  to  the  relief  of 
the  necessitous.  It  may,  however,  be  questioned, 
whether  taxes  levied  for  this  purpose  have  not  proved, 
on  the  whole,  more  injurious  than  beneficial  to  the 
poor,  by  encouraging  in  their  minds  a  dependence  on 
legal  claims  to  a  support,  very  unfavourable  to  their 
own  industry  and  ceconomy ;  by  giving  occasion  to 
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expensive  litigations  aboat  settlements;  by  plaeing 
indigent  merit  on  the  same  footing  with  demerit ;  bj 
investing  overseers  with  a  power^  that  generates  an 
inhuman  turn  of  mind ;  and  by  the  burden  they  lay, 
eheckinfl;*  the  free  natural  disposition  of  the  mind  to 
acts  of  numanity.  It  is  certain^  that  the  records  of 
almost  all  towns  abound  with  proofs  of  the  various 
•and  liberal  donations,  which  the  bene  volenti  in  former 
times,  either  by  in  vestments  in  their  lives,  or  by  beqneste 
in  their  wills,  provided  for  want  and  age.  Bat  since 
the  full  operation  of  the  poor  laws,  such  donations  have 
in  a  manner  ceased :  and  we  find  in  fact  that  no  charities 
are  so  generously  supported,  or  so  properly  condnctedy 
as  those  which  owe  their  maintenance  to  annual  volan- 
tary  subscriptions.  Such  is  the  advantage  of  leaving 
the  human  mind,  in  its  benevolent,  and  it  may  be  added 
in  its  pious,  feelings,  to  its  freedom. 

In  this  view  of  the  matter,  it  may  at  least  admit  of 
a  doubt,  whether  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  would 
not  have  more  effectually  secured  its  benevolent  ends 
by  laws,  which,  instead  of  enacting  a  tax  from  every 
one,  had  been  framed  to  secure  a  faithful  distribution 
of  money,  granted  by  the  dictates  of  a  voluntary 
humanity.  It  is  a  ground  of  just  complaint,  that  ii| 
roost  places  many  charitable  donations  have  been  lost 
through  fraud  or  negligence  3  and  many  more  have 
keen  perverted  from  their  original  design,  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  party,  or  to  gratify  the  appetite  of 
luxury. 

In  a  borough,  constituted  like  that  of  Taunton^  they 
are  very  liable  to  be  employed  to  advance  eleeU- 
oneering  designs,  rather  than  to  relieve  indastrioas 
persons  in  distress.  The  annals  of  past  times,  it  is  to  be 
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fearedf  could  furoisb  sfeny  sbamefal  instances  of  a 
clandestine  and  partial  distribution  of  charities^  by 
urbicb  tbe  voters  of  the  lower  class  have  been  evea- 
tuaUy  and  insidioody  cut  off  from  tbe  use  of  their 
valuable  franchise*  The  decision  of  Mr.  Hobhouse, 
the  returning  officerV  counsel^  at  the  election  of  1790^ 
deserves  to  be  receded  bere^  aa  founded  in  wisdom 
and  equity,  and  as  a  bar  ia  future  against  such  corrupt 
abuses  of  the  town  cWrities^.  It  was  this-That  charities 
must  be  given  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  donor  ; 
and  any  other  giving  of  money  could  not  be  considered 
as  the  distribution  of  the  charity,  the  name  of  which  i]t 
might  bear ;  but  would  subject  the  distributor  to  au 
action  for  the  recovery  of  the  money  given  under  such 
pretences,  and  consequently  could  not  disfranchise 
those  who  had  received  it. 

PUBLIC  BUILDINGS. 

The  next  class  of  public  buildings  includes  those 
which  are  employed  for  the  purposes  of  justice  and 
civil  government.  The  principal  of  these,  both  for 
magnitude  and  use,  is  the  assize-hall,  which  formv 
part  of  the  castle,  adjoining  the  town,  though  situated 
in  tbe  parish  of  Bishop VHulL 

TUS   CASTLB   AND  ASSIZE-HALL. 

The  castle  stands  on  the  west  side  of  the  town,  and 
the  original  foundation  of  it,  as  has  been  said  before, 
was  laid  by  king  Ina.  The  present  building  is  part 
of  a  stately  edifice,  erected  by  William  Giffard,  bishop 
ef  Winchester,  and  lord  of  the  town  in  the  time  of 
king  Henry  the  first.  By  several  documents  of  the 
bishops  of  that  see,  dated  at  Taunten  castle,  it  seems 
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lo  have  been  a  place  of  their  frequent  residence.*  TIm 
access  to  it  is  tbroagh  an  open  coartt  called  the  Cuds* 
green,  where  the  dead,  in  time  of  war,  were  buried* 
It  was  formerly  inclosed  with  gates :  that  od  tiie  west 
•was  destroyed  some  years  ago ;  hot  that  od  the  east, 
criled  the  Porter*s  lodge,  has  latdy  beoD  eenverted 
into  ^  dwelKng-lioiise.  The  an^es  are  very  straag, 
and  the  grooves,  in  which  the  portcalKs  was  let  down, 
are  qnite  perfect.  Fsrt  of  the  south  wall  was  taken 
down  some  years  ago,  to  open  a  passage  to  the  gfnm- 
mar-sehool. 

In  passing  to  the  principal  gate,  the  path  was  over 
the  moat,  where  the  drawbridge  formeriy  Stood.  This 
tBoat  was  twenty-£ve  feet  wide,  and  twdre  fieetdeq^: 
it  imHosed  the  castle  on  the  south  side,  and  rt  the  efst 
and  west  ends,  a  branch  of  the  river  Tone  bonndtng 
it  on  the  north.  Besides  this  there  was  an  outer 
moat,  which  took  a  circuit  round  the  Porter*8  lodge  and 
the  gflrte  near  the  present  Winchester  Arms  Inn,  and 
inclosed  the  castle-greeo.  In  1495,  die  whole  buildKng 
was  repaired,  and  an  embattled  gateway  bmk  by  bidhop 
Thomas  Langton,  who  presided  *over  liie  see  of 
Winchester  from  1493  to  1502.  This  gate  is  still 
standing,  and  has  over  it,  fronting  the  easlle<f  reen, 
two  escutcheons,  one  bdow,  and  the  other  above  the 
window  of  a  room  which  formeriy  was  used  as  the 

'  Warion  in  his  Historj  of  Englisb  Poetry,  toL  L  p.  58, 
menlioDS  the  repairs  of  TauDton  castle  in  the  year  1888.  **  Co«p. 
J.  Gemeys,  Episc.  Wint  Tantonia.  Ezpens.  doMoram.  In 
mercede  cementarii,  pro  mnro  erigendo  jazta  tarrim  ez  parte  orlen- 
Mi,  cnm  keraellis  et  archeriis  faciendis,  x? i  8.  fi  d.*'  (la  Aldiif • 
WoUes;  apud  Wint) 

The  kerndUi^ndarcherUi  here  meatiaBsd  wtiS  bMlmmti  uA 

loopJkoks. 
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grand-jury-room.  The  lower  escutcheon  is  placed 
between  four  roses,  and  charged  with  a  cross,  on  which 
are  five  roses,  with  this  inscription;  ^^ILbm  tM  Wft^^^ 
that  is,  <«  Praise  be  to  thee,  O  Christ.  %^  iMajf^ 
VKntOf  1495/'  Above  the  window  are  the  arms  of 
king  Henry  the  8eTenth,supported  on  the  dexter  side  by 
a  greyhound,  mud  on  the  sinister  by  a  dragon,'  with  this  < 
motto;  ^^WUImklMfllttttk**  that  is, '« Long  live  king 
Henry/'  On  the  north  side  of  tke  gateway,  &cing:tha 
assize-haUt  is  the  first  esontcbeon  repeated».wtth«tbe 
date  1405. 

In  1577  the  building  received  considerable  improve-* 
ments^  from^  bishop  Robert  Home,,  who  built  the 
assize-hall  as* it  now  stands^,  and  whose  arms  ai^  in 
front  of  the  grand«jury*room ;  namely^  parted  per 
pale  two  coats;  first,  two  kay s. addoned  in. bend, « a 
sword  brtween  diem  in  bend  sinister^  the- arms  of  the 
see  of  Winchester  ;  second,.three  bugle  boms,  for  the 
name  of  Home ;  the  whole  within  the  garter,  with  the 
motto,  Hani  mnt  qui  nud  y  peMe,  and  four  cherubs  at 
the  corners.  Underneath  is  '^  CBUX  sx  vanitas/' 
that  is,  **  Vexation  and  vanity.  1577/' 

The  remains  oithe  ancient  castle  were  deserving  of 
notice.  The  old  baiMing,  being  one  hundced  and 
ninety-fire  feet  in.  front,  had  a  circular  tower  at  each 

'  The  dragon  and  the  greybovnd  were  the  topporters  of  the 
armt'ef  En^and  daring  the  reignr  of  Henry  VII.  and  part  of  that 
of  Henry  VIU*  The  first  was» borne  by  Henry  VIL.  as  a  badge 
of  the  House  of  Tndor,  which  derited  itself  from  Cadwallader,  the 
last  king  of  Britain,  who  bore  on  his  standard  a  red  dragon.  Heorj, 
in  imitation  of  him,  at  the  battle  of  Bosworth,  carried  on  his  stan. 
dard  a  red  dragon,  painted  on  white  and  green  silk,  which  afterwards 
gave  rise  to  the  office  of  Rooge^ragon  among  the  Heraldsi-*^ 
Pemumfft  Tourt  in  fVahiy  ? ol.  L  p.  4a. 
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end ;  of  wbich  one  only  is  now  remaining*  Th^  Mher, 
with  the  east  end,  has  been  long*  since  destroyed,  mid 
a  large  house  built  in  its  room,  that  has  been  for  many 
years  n  Inmrding^school  for  yonng  ladies.  The  welt 
end  or  wing  is  the  shortest,  being  sixty-six  feefc  m 
length,  and  was  lately  standing  as  it  was  originally 
bnilt,  allowing  for  the  injuries  it  had  snflRdfed  from  Ae 
cannon  of  its  enemies^  or  rather  fiNim  its  greater  ehetty, 
time.  The  whole  bnilding  had  a  flat  roof,  with 
parapet  walls  and  embraznres  for  gnns;  bnt^rttyf 
that  roof,  within  the  memory  of  man,  has  beeti  taken 
down,  and  the  present  erected  in  its  stead.  On  viewing 
the  back  part  of  it,  there  conld  be  lately  discerned 
some  breaches  made  by  cannon  in  the  old  wiill,  wUdl 
Was  judged  from  its  appearance  to  be  part  <lf  tlie  cUMk 
built  about  the  eleventh  century. 

This  castle  has  been  held  by  different  fieraon^  to 
bailifis  of  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  under  a  griudt  er 
patent  fi*om  him,  ever  since  the  18th  of  Edward  lY. 
In  the  year  1 785,  by  the  decease  of  the  last  life,  ilk 
the  patent,  by  which  it  had  been  granted  to  the  Lucas's^ 
an  ancient  and  respectable  family  in  this  town,  it  fell 
again  into  the  hands  of  the  bishop.  This  drcntoistance, 
and  the  ruinous  state  into  which  the  assfze-hiBA  bad 
been  permitted  to  fall,  threatened  the  removal  of  Hht 
assizes  and  sessions  from  Taunton,  unless  some  speedy 
and  vigorous  measures  were  adopted.     It  was  the 
subject  of  deliberation  and  of  repeated  meetings^  t6 
take  proper  measures  for  securing  to  the  town,  in 
future,   the  weight,   importance,    and  advantage  of 
being  the  seat  of  these  public  transactions;  but  no 
determination  was  formed,  and  this  place  was  on  Ae 
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•point  of  \ofmg  Ait  aasizes*  when  sir  Benjumin 
Hamm^  one  of  the  repreeeatatives  of  the  borough^^ 
.applied  for  and  obtaiiled  a  graot  of  the  office  of  keisper 
of  the  castle  and  its  appmrtenaiices,  and  also  the 
Oft&ce  of  bailiff,  from  the  bishop  of  Winchester.  He 
.mmediately  eo^loyed  architeots  and  aokasons  to  pot 
it  in  a  state  of  Mattd  and  decent  repair,  to  range  anew 
the  conrls^  aad^  to  fit  op  a  loaoiniodiotts  and  elegant 
g^rand^jury-room.  The  ^expenses  of  ttese  works 
amounted  to  fov  hundred  and  seventeen  pound*, 
nine  shillings,  and  four-peaoe;  towards  which  suai 
Mr.  Popham^  the  other  representative,  made  a  present 
of  one  hundred  .and  &m  'poundst  and  some  of  the 
more  generous  mtid  pliUic-efl{>irited  inhabitai^  «ib* 
scribed  ninety  *four  pounds^  The  balance,  twohondred 
and  eighteen  poundsi  nine  shBiingft,  and  £»ur«*pence,. 
was  paid  by  sir  Bfer^amtn  Ham  met  himself.  He 
afterwards  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  moat,,  to  lay  out 
the  ground  round  the  castle,  and  to  fit  up  a  handsome 
suite  of  rooms;  rearing  again  the  decayed  walls,, 
con  verting  the  pile  of-  ruins  into  a  mansion,,  and^ 
restoring  the  castle  in  a  style  of  no^agnificence  and 
elegance. 

In  1816,  the  hall  Jkavingagfain^  gone  consideraUy  to^ 
decay,  and  the  town  being  once  more  in  danger  of  losing 
the  assizes,  a  subscription  was  entered  into  by  the 
principal  inhabitants,  amounting  to  about  two  hundred 
pounds,  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  of 
ihe  necessary  repairs.  The  two  courts  underwent 
several  judicions  alterations,  for  the  better  accommo* 
dation  of  the  judges,  counsel,  and  jurors,  and  the 
.varipus  officers  conueqted  with.the.proc0e^i|ig^of  tho- 
assizesand  quarter  sessions,^    , 
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The  priocipal  part  of  die  boiUing  as  it  stood,  pw» 
vioosljr  to  the  alterations  in  1785,  was  the  gpreat  hali,oiie 
bnndred  and  nineteen  feet  and  a  half,  by  thirty  feet  and 
a  half,  and  twenty  feet  and  a  half  high.  In  this  hall,  in 
1G85,  lord  cbief-jnstice  Jeflfreys  opened  his  comasissioii, 
written  in  letters  of  blood,  for  the  trial  of  the  insDrgenti 
engaged  with  the  dnke  of  Monmouth,  the  history  of 
which  has  carried  down  his  name  to  posterity  covered 
iirith  everlasting  infamy.  On  that  melancholy  occasion 
be  ordered  it  to  be  hong  with  red  doth,  symbolieal  of 
the  tragedy  which  a  few  days  after  succeeded,  and  Ilia 
remembrance  of  which  fiUed  the  west  of  Eogiaiid 
with  tears  and  grief  for  many  yearsi  Let  Am  reader 
picture  to  himself  an  Englidi  judge,  sittiflig'  in  tins 
hall,  eithw  perpetually  drunk,  or  in  the  mostoetrageous 
passion,  acting  like  one  of  the  furies,  shewing  neitlMr 
pity  nor  mercy;  surrounded  by  military  guards* 
headed  by  Kirke,  a  man  capable  of  perpetrating  the 
most  horrible  cruelties. 

In  the  hall  are  annually  held  the  Lent  aarisei^  the 
Michaelmas  general-quarter^sesrions  of  the  peace  ibr 
the  county  of  Somerset,  and  the  manerial  courts  of 
the  bishop  of  Winchester.  At  the  time  of  its  re-edifi- 
cation by  sir  Benjamin  Hammet,  it  was  divided,  the 
west  end  being  fitted  up  for  the  crioiiaal  court,  abd 
jtfie  east  for  that  of  Nisi  Prius. 

The  grand-jury *room  is  in  front  of  the  hall,  and  is 
supported  upon  pillars,  forming  underneath  a  scnrt  of 

'  Jeffreys't  shards  were  composed  of  Kirke^t  nglmmt^  fh«i 
called  the  Tangier  regiment,  from  bating  been  in  ganrifoaal  Tangier, 
and  now  the  second  foot.  They  were  cantoned  doring  the  trial  of  the 
prisoners  on  a  piece  of  ground,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Castlcgreea, 
adjoining  the  assiie-hall,  which  yet  bears  the  name  of  ^TaogMr^*^ 
In  memoqr  of  tliese  transactions. 
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piazza,  and  affording  shelter,  in  case  of  isdmnent 
weigher,  to  those  whom  bosiiiess  or  curiosity  draws  to 
the  courts. 

Besides  the  hall  and  the  grand-jary-room,  there  is 
in  the  castle  an  apartment  called  the  Exchequer,  in 
which  the  records  of  the  manor  of  Taunton-Dean  are 
reposited ;  a  large  room  which  has  formerly  been  used 
as  an  assembly-room,  as  a  theatre,  as  an  armoury  for 
the  militia,  and  for  other  purposes;  and  a  dungeon 
anciently  used  for  priscmers.  The  west  end  of  ^ 
castle  is  occupied  as  a  dwelling-Jiouse  by  SU  Albyo 
Gravenor,  esq. 

Tradition  reports,  says  Mr.  Locke^  that  there  was 
a  subterraneous  passage  from  the  inner  court  to  the 
powder-mills,'  at  present  the  town-miUs;  and,  if  so, 
doubtless,  when  the  town  was  besieged,  supplies  were 
thrown  in  by  that  communication.  This  traditioa  if 
supported  by  a  disco¥ery»  made,  a  few  years  since,  of 
an  underground  arched  way,  in  a  garden  adjoining  to 
the  castle,  *  now  in  the .  occupation  of  Mr.  Javes 
Chorley,  of  North-street 

OFFICERS  OF  THJB  CASTUB  OF  TAUNTON. 

23d  Edward  I.  1294.  Nidiohs  de  BouTille  was 
constable  of  Taunton  castle. 

14th  Edward  II.  1 320.  John  de  Bnckland,  constable. 

'  This  wsB  probably  nothiog  bot  the  common  fewer  of  the  ceiUe. 
Tradition  delights  in  the  marrellous.  Efery  sncient  boilding, 
whether  castle  or  monastery,  is  said,  by  the  common  people,  to  hare 
had  subterraneous  passages ;  and  many  a  l^ndary  story  Is  prodi^ced 
to  confirm  the  truth  of  their  asserttoos.  The  most  instteiitifo 
tra? dlsr  most  hare  noticed  this.— JDr.  TaulminU  MSS. 
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0th  Bdward  IIL  13a4.    Hagh  de  Taunton. 

He  WM  jamUor  castri  de  TamUne^  gatekeeper  of  the  ctslU-ef 
TaoQtoo,  and  held  lands  in  Taunton  under  Adam  de  OdetoBy 
hishop  of  Winchester. 

6th  Henry  y.  1417.    Thomas  Chaucer,  constable. 

He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Geoffrey  Chancer,  the  celebrated  poet. 
In  iheSd  of  Henry  the  IV.  he  was  Speaker  of  the  Honie  of  Coambai, 
ind  In  the  6th  of  that  king  waa  sent  ambassador  to  Franee.  laiMs 
0th  of  the  same  reign,  the  eommons  elected  him  their  tpeaker  agais^ 
as  they  did  also  in  the  11th  aad  iSth  year  of  that  king,  and  m  tim 
3d  of  Henry  V.  In  Um  last  mentioned  year,  he  was  seat  by  the 
king  to  treat  of  a  marriage  with  Catharine,  daught^  of  the  duka  of 
Bargundy,  and  in  the  6th  year  bf  the  same  reign,  ke  was  wtat 
ambassador  to  treat  of  peace  with  France.  He  passed  throogh  stmai 
other  pttUk  ststioas.  Hie  chief  place  of  hb  reaideaee  was  at 
Ewelme,  in  Oxfordshire,  where  he  died  in  1434,  aod  lies  bailed  la 
the  church  of  that  town^  under  a  black  marble  tomb,  with  Us  eSgy^ 
and  that  of  his  wife,  cut  in  brass.  His  only  daughter,  Alice,  BianieS 
^niltam  de  la  Pole,  duke  of  Suffolk,  this  unhappy  laToiiiMe  <rfkiog 
Henry  YL 

18th  Henry  Wl.  1434.  Sir  John  Daobeny^  cm. 
itable. 

17th  Henry  YI.  1438.  Sir  John  Stradlthg^,  con- 
stable. 

He  had  an  annuity  of  twenty  pounds  granted  him  out  of  the 
borough  or  manor  of  Taunton. 

18th  Edward  lY.  11th  September,  1478.  WUUam 
Bodell  had  a  grant  of  the  office  of  steward  and  bailiff 
of  the  franchises  of  Taunton. 

J%e  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Coi^rmaiion  of  hit  patent  of 

appointment : — 

*^  To  all  the  sons  of  holy  mother  church,  to  whom  these  letters 
shall  come,   Thomas,  by  dirine  permission,  prior  of  the  cathedral 
church  of  St.  S  within,  Winchester,  and  the  content  of  the  lame^ 
sendeth  greeting  in  our  Lord  ererlastiog.    Know  ye,  that-wa  kaia 
inspected  the  ktters  patent  of  the  noBt  reverend  faOer  in  Caainr^ 
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VTUliam,  hj  difine  permiiiliM^  Mihop  of  WiDcbettor^  of  Ae  tenolr 
fc^owitigt— -* 

<  To  all  tbe  faitkAil  in  CHRlftT^to  ithotn  theie  lettert  sbmll  como, 
Willitm,  by  diTfoe  penniMloiii  bisbop  of  Wincbester,  wi^edi  bwltb 
In  tbe  Lord  ererlMtiog.  K*oW  ye^  tiMt  we,  fery  mucb  CDHtding 
ia  tbe  fidelity  and  dtligenoe  Of  our  flervaat,  Williaai  Bodell,  bate 
ordained,  constituted,  and  appointed,  and,  by  tbese  preeeott^  do 
ordain,  constitute,  and  appoint,  tbe  said  William  Bodell,  etoirajrd 
and  bailiff  of  tbe  franobiseand  liberty  of  our  castle  and  lordsbipoC 
Taunton,  in  tbe  county  of  Somerset^  witballand  singular  the  manors 
belonging  to  the  same,  giving  and  granting  to  the  said  Williatti  Bodiell 
Kill  power  and  authority  to  bold,  enjoy,  abd  ^iercise  tbe  oftees  of 
steward  and  bailiff  aforMiid,  by  bidiself  and  hb  sufficient  deputy,  aid 
to  require  and  claim  for  us  and  our  successors,  in  our  name,  all  and 
singular  fines,  amerciaments,  and  forfeitnrea,  dueand  belonging  to  us 
and  our  successors,  in  any  court  of  our  lord  the  king ;  also  all  other 
things  which  to  tbe  aforesatd  offices  of  steward  and  bailiff  do  belong, 
or  Which  ought  to  belong  in  any  wise  wb^tioOter ;  to  batie  and  to  bold 
tbe  offices  of  steward  and  bailiff  by  bteself,  and  bis  sufficient  detmtf , 
for  tbe  term  of  the  life  of  tbe  said  William,  recei?iug,  in  and  for  the 
offices  aforesaid,  tbe  wages  and  fees  to  the  said  offices  of  old  and 
anciently  appertaining.  In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  put  our 
seal  to  these  presents.  Dated  at  our  manor  of  Waltbam,  the  ele?eotb 
day  of  September,  in  tbe  eighteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  king 
Edward  the  fourth,  after  tbe  conquest  of  England,  and  of  ovr 
cobsocration  the  tblrty^iecottd.' 

<<  Which  said  letters,  with  e?ery  thing  therein  eontalnedy  as  far 
as  in  us  lies,  for  us  and  our  successors,  we  i^pprpTe,  openly  ratify^ 
and  strongly  confirm  by  these  presents,  saving,  nevertheless,  the 
rights,  dignities,  pritllegOs,  and  immunities  of  our  aforesaid  churcb 
in  all  things.  In  testimony  whereof,  our  dOminon  seal  ift  affixed  to 
these  presents.  Dated  in  our  chaptef-bouie,  at  Wincbesler^  tbo 
sixth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1478." 

13th  Henry  YIL  1497.  Giles,  lord  Daubeny^ 
constable,  with  an  annuity  of  twenty  ponnds. 

This  year  tbe  Cornish  rebels,  under  tbe  command  of  Pitkhi 
Warbeck,  who  laid  daim  to  tbe  crown  of  Eoglftnd,  imdir  tbo 
prelMrt  of  being  RMMtiKl  dnkt  of  T«rk|  Meott^ 
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lY.  cane  to  TauntoD,  and  laid  t^ge  to  the  casUe ;  wUch  thej  took, 
but  were  toon  repulied ;  and  their  leader,  being  pamed  by  leiA 
Daabeojy  to  Beaalieu,  Id  Hampshire,  was  there  takes,  seat  to 
Loadoo,  and  ezecated.  The  Cornish  insvigenti  had  the  year  befeio 
Infested  the  place,  and  mnrdered  in  the  castle  the  provost  of 
Penrjm,  who  had  been  appointed  a  comalssloner  <rf  the  new 
subsidies. 

10th  Henry  VIU.  1626.  Robert  HiU  and  WiOiam 
Payne  had  a  grant  of  the  office  of  feodary  and  bailiff 
of  Tannton. 

22d  Henry  YIII.  1529.  Thomas  and  Maithtw 
Arnndel,  had  the  office  of  constable  and  gate-keeper 
-of  die  castle. 

24th  Henry  YIII.  1631.  Poole  and     i 

Dnbles  had  a  grant  of  the  same  office. 

86th  Henry  YIIL  1644.  Robert  Hill  and  Walter 
Halse,  bailifis  of  the  bailiwick  of  the  whole  lordship  or 
manor  of  Taunton  and  Taunton-Dean^  and  sealeis  of 
all  measures  within  the  castle^  borou^»  and  ferAftip 
aforesaid,  for  life« 

4th  Edward  YL  1549.  Walter  Hake,  constable 
for  life. 

4th  and  6th  Philip  and  Mary,  1667.  Nicholas 
Lenthall  and  Hugh  Lyddon  had  a  grant  of  the  office 
•f  woodward  of  Taunton. 

4tb  Elizabeth,  1661.  Hugh  Norris  and  his  two 
SMS  had  a  grant  of  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  castle 
and  bailiflb  of  Taunton. 

la  tfie  presentment  made  by  e  jury,  assembled  at  TauntoD,  en 
Oe  If  th  of  December,  1647,  to  the  sarrejors  appointed  for  tie  sale 
of  bishops'  lands,  it  is  said,  that  the  bailiff  of  the  ca^Ue,  for  the  (|mo 
being,  claims,  as  a  fee  belonging  to  his  office,  the  yearly  snm  of 
fonr  pounds,  and  two  quarters,  three  bnshels,  and  one  pedL  of 
fresn  peas,  and  fifty  shillings  more  of  the  loid|  and  twelfs  lesdsior 


atSTOEY  OF  TAtTNTOII.  200 

thrlde  wood,  aod  one  loftd  for  the  tolsey .bouse  for  the  lord's  feir 
ia  the  borough,  and  another  load  for  the  tolsey.honse  at  the  lord'a 
f$lf  in  Norton. 

17th  Elizabeth,  1574*  Jerome  and  Edmund  Home 
had  a  grant  of  the  bailiwick  and  constableship  of 
T&nnton. 

18th  Elizabeth,  1575.  Richard  Rosewell  was  wood- 
ward of  Taunton. 

In  the  said  presentment,  it  is  said,  that  the  woodward  should 
hafe  two.pence  a  daj  for  life,  tops  and  rind  of  trees  felled  for 

ropairing  the  castle-mills,  and acres  in  the  seignoiy,  and 

windfalls,  starred  trees,  and  herbage  of  the  woods. 

d9th  Elizabeth,  lfi06.  Edward  Lancaster  and  his 
assigns  had  a  grant  of  the  bailiwick  and  constableship 
of  the  castle  for  three  lives. 

10th  James  1.  1612.  Sir  Francis  Popham^  knt 
constable. 

In  the  said  presentment,  it  Is  fnrdier  stated,  that  the  constable  of 
the  castle  of  Taunton,  for  the  time  being,  claims,  as  belonging  to 
his  office,  the  yearly  fee  of  twenty  pounds,  and  also  a  meadow  ealkd 
Hoaey-croft,  containing  tre  acres,  and  tiiat  the  constable  may 
l^rant  replerins.  They  also  presented  that  sir  Francis  Popham,  knt. 
was  the  late  constable  of  the  castle. 

20th  Charles  I.  March  10th,  1644.  FrancisKeene, 
of  Wells,  gent,  constable,  by  grant  from  Walter, 
bishop  of  Winchester. 

He  was  the  last  constable  of  this  castle. 

4th  Charles  1.  25th  November,  1628.  George 
Browne  and  Robert  Browne,  and  the  survivor  of 
them,  had  a  grant  of  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  castle, 
town,  and  lordship  of  Taunton,  on  the  surrender  (ait 
the  request  of  the  said  George  Browne,)  of  sir  John 
Homer,  knt.  John  Symes,  and  Thomas  Malet,  esqrs. 

The  said  Geoige  and  Robert  had  also  a  gnuit  it  t^s  MIAS  tiias 
of  the  office  of  gateJieeper  of  the  csttle. 
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9tli  Charles  I.  May  Uth,  1833.  George  Browiia 
beiog  deadf  Robert  Browne  surrendered  the  Mid 
grants  and  took  a  new  gr^nt  to  himself  and  John 
Browne,  for  their  lives. 

lo  the  said  presentment,  December  15,  1647,  it  fo  laid  Hit 
John  Browne  the  younger,  of  Frampton,  in  the  county  of  Dofiei^ 
esq.  claims,  by  virtue  of  letters  patent,  granted  bjr  Walter,  |ate 
bishop  of  Winchester,  the  office  of  clerk  of  the  eastle  of  Taanloa 
and  Tannton.J)ean,  with  a  fea  of  twenty  shillings  per  annnm,  and 
all  other  accustomed  Uo^  and  the  other  half  of  the  porter's  meadf 
lying  in  Bishop's»Hnll,  and  eighteen  loads  of  shride  wood,  deUreriA 
out  of  the  lord's  wood  yearly,  and  also  paper  and  ink,  and  pairch-t 
ment,  and  also  four  pounds,  twelre  shillings. 

And  the  said  John  Browne  the  younger  further  daimi,  for  the 
term  of  his  life,  by  virtue  of  other  letters  patent,  granted  by  the 
said  Walter,  late  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  confirmed  by  tbe 
dean  and  chapter  there,  the  office  of  porter  or  keeper  of  the  gate 
•f  the  castle  of  Taunton,  with  the  manor  and  garden  witkki  tht 
same  castle  being,  aad  to  tiie  same  office  belonging,  witk  the  feei  of 
two»peo€e  per  day,  to  be  paid  by  the  hands  of  the  reeai?eiv  AnA 
also  the  caitle-green,  aad  caatle«ditch,  the  keeping  of  the  pewida 
and  wards,  with  the  fees  thereof;  also  the  halfendeal  of  the 
meadow,  lying  in  Honey-Croft,  containing  three  acres  and  a  half^ 
tailed  the  Porter's  Mead,  and  one  stable,  and  twenty.two  loads  of 
shride  wood,  to  be  delirered  out  of  the  lord's  wood  yearly. 

The  said  jury,  in  their  presentment,  further  state,  that  the 
receif  er  of  the  castle  was  to  have  four  loads  of  wood. 

That  the  overseers  of  the  water  works  were  to  recdTe  three  poaadt^ 
six  shillings,  and  eight-pence,  yearly,  and  four  loads  of  wood. 

That  the  French  weare,  Town.mills  weare,  Obridge  weare^  and 
Fire.pool  weare,  were  to  be  kept  by  the  lord. 

They  also  presented  that  all  the  officers,  namely,  the  clerk  of  the 
aastle,  the  bailiffs,  the  porter,  the  woodward,  the  surrey^^r  of  the 
water. works,  weares,  and  banks,  and  the  receiver  of  the  caatie, 
attending  on  the  steward  at  the  law.days,  have  alwayr  had  theh 
meat  and  drink  during  the  time  of  the  steward's  abode  diere^  la 
kae|dDg  of  flie  law-days  and  courts,  and  hava  Ukewbe  ksd  allow- 


HISTORY   OW<  TAXfJgXOHL  271 

«nce  of  their  hones'  meat,  and  shoeing  ol  their  horseSyaad  meniiDg 
of  their  |addles,  and  other  furnitare,  belonging  to  thetr  hones. 

And  that  all  the  beadles  of  the  seignory  have  used  to  have  th^ 
dinners  at  the  law.day,  or  four. pence  in  lien  thereof. 

That  two  rooms  in  the  castle  of  Taunton  do  belong  nnto  the 
tenants  of  the  manop^  for  the  keying  of  the  records  and  court-rolls 
of  the  said  manor. 

They  alio  presented  that  the  law^ay  courts,  and  all  other  courts 
for  the  said  manor  and  liberty  of  Taunton  and  Taunton. Dean,  haye 
been  time  out  of  mind  kept  in  the  great  hall,  within  the  said  castle  ; 
only  the  law.days  and  courts  for  the  borougli  of  Taunton  are 
constantly  kept  in  the  Guild-hall  thcfi:e. 

And  that  all  the  court-rolls,  court-booki,  surrender-books,  and 
all  other  writings,  commonly  called  the  records  of  this  mahor,  and 
remaining  in  the  custody  of  the  clerk  of  the  castle  of  Taunton,  do 
properly  belong  unto  the  tenfints  of  this  manor,  and  not  unjto  the 
lord  of  this  manor. 

And  that  the  courts  for  the  said  manor,  borough^  and  liberty, 
are  as  follow ;  namely,  two  law-days  yearly  for  the  manor  of 
Tannton-Dean,  kept  by  the  steward  of  the  bishpprick  ;  one  court 
erery  three  weeks,  for  the  tenants,  kept  by  the  clerk  of  the  castle 
of  Taunton ;  two  law-days  for  the  borough,  and  a  conrt  there  every 
fortnight,  kept  also  by  the  said  clerk ;  and  two  law-day  courts,  and 
another  court  every  three  weeks,  for  the  lil^erty,  also  kept  by  thr 
said  clerk. 

And  they  alsd  presented  thai  the  tithingmen  of  Withiel,  Tolland, 
Leigh-Flory,  Ninehead.FIory^ombe-Flory,  Heathfield,  Lydeard. 
SaintXawrence,  Bagborongh,  Cotheleston,  Lydeard-Pancherton, 
Pizton,  Holcombe,  Oake,  Bradford,  Holford  Coursley,  NineheadL 
Monkton,  Rnights-Leigh  (now  Anger's-Leigh,)  Hill-Farrance, 
Heale,  Cheddon,  Prior's- Blagdon,  Fcichampton,  Norton,  Orchards 
Obridge,  Fons  George  (Wilton,)  Extra  Portam,  and  Langfordy 
do  gire  yearly  one  shilling  each,  for  not  bringing  in  their  measures 
in  their  sereral  tithings,  on  the  two  several  law-days,  to  be  tried 
by  the  standard. 

And  that  all  treasure-trove  and  coinage,  within  the  liberty  of 
Tannton-Dean,  belong  to  the  lord  of  tfie  manor. 
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health  iQ  the  Lord  eyerlastiog.     Know  yc,  that  we,  ihe  aforesaid 

bishop^  for  difers  good  causes  and  considerations  us  especially 

moTing,  have  given,  granted,  and  confirmed,  and  for  us  and  our 

successors,  do  by  these  presents  give,  grant,  and  confirm  to  our 

bdofedand  faithful  John  Ilamraet,  esquire,  James  Esdaile  Hammet^ 

•squire,  sons  of  sir  Benjamin  Hammet,  knt.  alderman  of  the  city 

of  London,  and  to  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  son  of  William  Esdaile^ 

of  the  said  city  of  London,  banker,  the  office  of  bailiff  of  the  whole 

bailiwick  of  (he  lordship  or  manor  of  Taunton  and  Taunton. Deao^ 

in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  also  the  office  of  bailiff  of  the  whole 

liberty  of  Taunton  and  Taunton.Dean  aforesaid,  and  the  office  of 

sealing  of  all  the  measures  and  weights  within  the  castle,  borough^ 

and  lordship  of  Taunton  and  Taunton.Dean,  and  full  power  and 

authority  of  doing  and  executing  all  other  things  which  to  the  said 

offices,  or  any  of  them,  do  or  ought  to  belong  in  any  manner  what- 

soever.     And  them  the  said  John  Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hamroety 

and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  bailiff  and  bailiffs  of  the  whole  liberty 

aforesaid,  for  us  and  our  successors,  we  make,  depute,  ordain,  and 

constitute  by  these  presents,  to  have,  hold,  occupy,  and  exercise 

the  office  aforesaid,  and  every  of  them,   to  the  aforesaid  John 

Hammet,  James  Esdaile   Hammet,  and   Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile^ 

and  their  assigns,  and  to  either  of  them,  for  and  during  the  lives  o£ 

the  said  John  Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward  Jeffries 

Esdaile,  and  of  either  of  them  longest  living,  by  himself,  or  by  his 

and  their  sufficient  deputy  or  deputies,  or  by  the  deputy  of-  either 

of  them.     We  give  also  and  grant  by  these  presents,  for  us  and  our 

successors,  to  the  aforesaid  J(ffin  Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet^ 

and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  and  their  assigns,  and  to  either  of 

them,  for  and  during  the  lives  of  them  and  either  of  them  longest 

living,  for  the  exercise  and  execution  of  the  offices  aforesaid,  one 

annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  four  pounds,   issuing  and  payable  out  of 

our  manor  and  lordship  of  Taunton-Dean  aforesaid,  and  also  all 

other  fees,  regards,  profits,  commodities,  and  emoluments  whatso. 

ever  to  the  said  offices  or  to  either  of  them  belonging  or  appertain* 

ing,  or  which  have  been  held,  enjoyed,  or  used,  with  the  offices 

aforesaid,  or  either  of  them  ;    To  have,  hold,  enjoy,  and  yearly  to 

rcceire  the  aforesaid  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  four  pounds,  and 

the  profits,  fees^  regards^  and  commodities  aforesaid,  to  the  before^ 

T 
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Tkqr  alio  pwt— led  Htm  foUowiag  mnimal  rents,  due  from  dw 
freeholderi  nndefi-iiieDtioned :  . 

Sari  of  Hertford,  for  land  lying  in  LaarenceaLydeard,      -SO 

Karl  of  Bath,  for  land  in  Norton, OS 

Sir  John  Stawd,  for  land  in  Cotlieleiton,  •  .  •  .  .  1  O 
Arthar,  lord  Capel,  for  land  in  Kni|(hti.leigh,  ...SO 
John  Maiet,  eeq.  for  land  in  Nethe  and  Lydeard-Pancherton,  3  0 
Late  sir  William  Portman,  hart  for  land  in  Orchard,  .-10 
John  Warre,  esq.  for  land  at  Hestercombe,  .....  8  0 
I  Frannoeis,  for  land  in  Comhe-Flory,  ...  2  0 
Sir  Edward  WaldcgraTO,  kni^t,  for  land  at  Hamam,  ..SO 
*  Sanford,  esq.  for  land  at  Ninehead-Fiory  and 

Withiel, 14 

John  Pjme,  esq.  for  land  in  Fideoak,       ......30 

Edward  Warre,  esq.  for  land  in  Chipley,     .....    1    0 

William  ,  esq.  for  land  at  Hilfarrance,    ...10 

■      ^    ■      Lnttrell,  esq.  for  land  at  Heathfield,  .    ...    1    0 

Edward  Moigan,  esq.  for  land  in  East^Lydeard,     ...10 

Richard  Farthing,  for  lands, ...10 

Jcriin  Cofontiy,  esq.  for  Corfe,     ........10 

1785.  BeDJamiii  Hammet,  esq.  afterwards  sir 
Benjamin  Hamraet,  knt.  had  a  grant  of  the  office  of 
keeper  of  the  castle,  and  bailiffof  the  manor  and  liberty 
of  Taimton. 

Oct  12th,  1786.  John  Hammet^  James  Esdaile 
Hammety  and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  esquires,  had 
a  grant  of  the  office  of  bailiffof  the  bailiwick  of  Taunton 
and  Taimton-Dean,  and  of  sealers  of  measures  and 
Weights^  within  the  castle,  borough,  and  lordship  of 
Taunton  and  Taunton-Dean,  and  keepers  of  the  castle 
of  Taunton. 

ThefoUawingii  a  copy  of  the  Patent  by  whkk  they  wen  ofpoMod^ 

and  the  Cot^fimuUion  of  the  uune : — 

^<  To  all  christUo  people  to  whom  this  present  writing  AaH  cimbo^ 
Brownlow,  by  di? Ine  pennifsioD,  bishop  of  Windicste^  sendoCh 
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health  in  the  Lord  eyerlastiog.     Know  yc,  that  we^ihe  aforesaid 
bishop^  for  difers  good  causes  and  considerations  us  especially 
moTing,  have  given,  granted,  and  confirmed,  and  for  us  and  our 
successors,  do  by  these  presents  give,  grant,  and  confirm  to  our 
bdofedand  faithful  John  Ilamraet,  esquire,  James  Esdaile  Hammet^ 
•squire,  sons  of  sir  Benjamin  Hammet,  kot.  alderman  of  the  city 
of  London,  and  to  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  son  of  William  Esdaile^ 
of  the  said  city  of  London,  banker,  the  office  of  bailiff  of  the  whole 
bailiwick  of  (he  lordship  or  manor  of  Taunton  and  Taunton-Deao^ 
in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  also  the  office  of  bailiff  of  the  whole 
liberty  of  Taunton  and  Taunton.Dean  aforesaid,  and  the  office  of 
sealing  of  all  the  measures  and  weights  within  the  castle,  borough^ 
and  lordship  of  Taunton  nnd  Taunton.Dean,  and  full  power  and 
authority  of  doing  and  executing  all  other  things  which  to  the  said 
offices,  or  any  of  them,  do  or  ought  to  belong  in  any  manner  what, 
soever.     And  them  the  said  John  Ilammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet^ 
and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  bailiff  and  bailiffs  of  the  whole  liberty 
aforesaid,  for  us  and  our  successors,  we  make,  depute,  ordain,  and 
constitute  by  these  presents,  to  have,  hold,  occupy,  and  exercise 
the  office  aforesaid,  and  every  of  them,   to  the  aforesaid  John 
Hammet,  James  Esdaile   Hammet,  and   Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile^ 
and  their  assigns,  and  to  either  of  them,  for  and  during  the  lives  o£ 
the  said  John  Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward  Jeffries 
Esdaile,  and  of  either  of  them  longest  living,  by  himself,  or  by  his 
and  their  sufficient  deputy  or  deputies,  or  by  the  deputy  of-  either 
of  them.     We  give  also  and  grant  by  these  presents,  for  us  and  our 
successors,  to  the  aforesaid  J(An  Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet^ 
and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  and  their  assigns,  and  to  either  of 
them,  for  and  during  the  lives  of  them  and  either  of  them  longest 
living,  for  the  exercise  and  execution  of  the  offices  aforesaid,  one 
annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  four  pounds,   issuing  and  payable  out  of 
our  manor  and  lordship  of  Taunton.Dean  aforesaid,  and  also  all 
other  fees,  regards,  profits,  commodities,  and  emoluments  whatso. 
ever  to  the  said  offices  or  to  either  of  them  belonging  or  appertain* 
ing,  or  which  have  been  held,  enjoyed,  or  used,  with  the  offices 
aforesaid,  or  either  of  them ;    To  have,  hold,  enjoy,  and  yearly  to 
rcceite  the  aforesaid  annuity  or  yearly  rent  of  four  pounds,  and 
the  profits,  fees,  regards,  and  commodities  aforesaid,  to  the  beforOii 
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Jolm  Uuamtty  James  Etdaile  H«iMMt,  and  Sdward  JcAmS 
Fidbiie,  mod  tkeir  misiguf,  for  and  during  ilie  liv«i  •f  Umv  tiM  ttti 
gr#iia  Hanmei,  Jaaes  Eftdaile  UaaBet,  and  Bd wand  Jeffiies  EadMl% 
mnd  U  eitker  of  tkem  i^sgest  iiTiiig,  at  the  feasts  of  the  AoMiacHilaMi 
tof  dM  blettwd  y Uim  Mary  aod  Su  Mtcbael  the  AnJwafaly  lij  Ike 
luHida  of  the  reocif ers  and  eoikctors  of  the  seats  ol  oar  miiifr  m 
JordaUp  of  Taaoton  and  Taunton. Dean  aforesaid,  by  o^nai  ^miimm^ 
ito  be  [imid ;  aod  if,  aad  aa  often  as  it  ahail  iionP^9  ^  Mid  anamilgr 
^r  yourlf  rent  of  four  pounds,  or  any  part  tbereef,  or  anj  Ibc  ym* 
^ta,  tfccfl,  Tegardi,  aod  conmodkies  aforeaaid,  alwlt  be  in  arrenr  Hi 
^K  or  in  (tie  whole,  after  either  W  tbe  leaste  aforaaaii,  or  vhicfc 
ns  nfbreaaid  onght  to  be  paid,  hy  tiie  space  of  ifteeada]ra,tbfiAn«l 
-no  often  it  shall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  aforesaid  John  Hammt^ 
^naes  EsdMie  UasMnet,  and  Edwaid  Jeffnes  Esdatte^  and  Adw 
nstigns,  md  either  of  them,  daring  the  li? es  #f  thea,  and  eiibor  oC 
Hktm  longest  firing,  luto  our  afofiesaid  lordship  or  manMr  ofTMnhan 
and  Tannton-Dntn  aforesaid,  or  into  any  part  tbereof,  lo  osder  and 
iistrsin,  «iid  the  distfesses  so  there  ialten  lavfidl|r  to  take,  diife| 
"Oarry  nway,  «nd  detain,  aod  keepi,  until  tbe  taid  ansmity  «r  J«ur^ 
veni,togcdier  witb  the  nrroarages  thereof  (if  anj  shall  be)  shall  bo  to 
then  fttlij  paid  aod  satisfied.  And  moreoTor  know  yo^  tbat  we^  tbf 
aforesaid  bishop,  hare  given,  granted,  and  confirased,  and  for  ns  and 
•nr  ancceasoTS  by  these  presents  do  give,  graut,  aod  coninn  to  tbe 
•aforesaid  John  Hamraet,  James  fisdaile  Hammet,  and  Edvaid 
•^feffrics  Esdaile,  the  ofike  of  keeper  of  our  Casde  of  Tanoteo  9£ot€» 
•aid,  and  all  and  singular  the  houses  and  ediioes  to  the  said  Castle 
teiosigtng  or  appertainiog.  And  them  tbe  said  Joha  Hammet^ 
James  Csdaile  Uaaimet,  and  Edward  Jeffries  fisdaile,  and  eidiec  of 
then,  keeper  and  keepers  of  tbe  said  Castle,  and  of  aQ  and  slogsdar 
Hw  houses  aod  edifices  aforesaid,  we  ordain,  make,  and  constitete 
1^  these  presents,  to  have,  hold,  aod  enjoy  the  saidoAceof  keeper 
^f  the  Castie  of  Tannton  aforesaid,  to  (hem  the  said  John  Hsmmft, 
James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdaile,  and  to 
«f  them,  for  and  during  the  lives  of  then,  and  either  of 
living,  by  themselves,  or  by  thdr  suificient  deputy  or  daputks,  In 
fee  exercised,  with  all  and  singular  the  profits,  fees,  advanta^ea^  aadl 
commodities  whatsoever  to  tht  said  office  belonging  or  apperlmnb^ 
m  f«Uy  aad  ^hMj,  and  in  as  ampks  and  beMficaal 
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form,  as  James  Lucas,  and  Simoa  Lucas,  and  Thomas  Dewey,  and 
either  jof  tbem,  of  any  odier  keeper  or  keepers  of  the  aforesaid  Castle 
had  hdd  aod  enjoyed  the  same.  We  will  also,  and  for  us  and  our 
successors  we  grant,  that  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  th€ 
said  John  Hammet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward  Jeffries 
Eidaile,  and  either  of  them,  for  aad  during  ^he  lives  of  them  fte 
said  J^a  Hanmiet,  James  Esdaile  Hammet,  Edward  Jefirief 
Bsdaile,  a«d  oMier  pf  them  lot^^  H?ing,  to  inhabit  and  dwell 
within  the  houses  and  edifices  of  the  said  Castle  at  the  will  of  Ihem 
and  either  of  them,  together  with  his  wife  and  whole  family,  with* 
out  any  rent  or  anj  thing  else  to  be  yielded,  paid,  and  done  thereforw 
to  us  or  our  successors.  In  witness  whereof  we  hate  caused  our 
episeepat  wA  to  be  set  to  iliese  presents.  Dated  Ae  twelf  tii^ay  of 
October,  In  the  tdth  year  ef  the  rdgn  ef  ^nr  most  tlUstrious  pri^ctf 
and  lord,  George  the  third,  by  the  gmco  of  God,  of  Great  Britain^ 
France,  and  Ireland,  kiog,  defender  of  the  faith,  and  so  forth,  and 
in  the  year  of  our  lord,  1786^  and  of  our  translation  the  sixth. 

^^  We,  Newton  Ogle,  doctor  in  divinity,  dean  of  the  catiiedrsft 
church  of  the  Holy  Trinity  of  Winchester,    in  the  county  o€ 
Southampton,  and  the  chapter  of  tiie  same  church,  betng  in  out 
chapter.house  at  Winchester  aforesaid  capitulaify  assembled  aad 
making  a  chapter  there,  have  ratified  and  confirmed,  and  for  us  and 
our  successors,  do,  by  these  presents,  by  our  capitular  authority^ 
ratify  and  confirm  the  grant,  donation,  and  concessfon  of  tiie  office 
of  bailiff  of  the  whole  baiKwick  of  the  lordship  or  manor  of  Tarqufeli 
and  Taunton.Dean,  in  the  comty  of  Somerset,  and  also  of  taUMF 
ef  Ae  whale  liberty,  and  office  ef  eealing  of  all  weights  and  measwrai 
within  liie  castle,  borough,  and  lordsh^)  of  TauAton  aforesaidln 
by  the  honourable  and  right  reverend  father  in  God,  Brownlow^ 
by  divine  permission,  lord  bishop  of  Winchester,  to  John  Hammet^ 
James  Esdaile  Hammet,  and  Edward  Jeffries  Esdafle,  In  the  letteiv 
patent  to  these  presents  annexed,  made  and  granted,  uoider  the  saoflr 
manner  and  form  as  in  the  said  letters  patent  is  recited,  specified^ 
and  contained,  hereby  approving  and  holding  as  firm  and  valid,  9m 
far  as  in  us  lies,  and  by  the  laws  and  statutes  of  this  realm  we  can  or 
may,  all  and  every  thing  herein  contained.    In  testimony  whereof 
we  have  caused  our  common  chapter-seal  to  be  affixed  to  these 
presents.    Given  in  our  chapter.house  at  Winchester  aforesaid^  the 
dfithdayofNoTcmber^  1780.'*^ 
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TOWN-HALL. 

The  next  place  devoted  to  the  purposes  of  civil 
govemmebt  is  the  towD-hall.  This  is  a  room  properly 
fitted  up  for  the  purpose,  on  the  ground-floor  of  a 
large  and  elegant  building,  called  the  Market-house. 
The  magistrates  acting  for  the  Imndred  of  Taunton- 
Dean  sit  here  every  Wednesday  ami  Saturday,  at 
twelve  o*clock,  For  the  purpose  of  hearing  and  redress- 
ing complaints. 

BRIDEWELL. 

There  was  formerly,  near  Tone-bridg*e,  a  brideweU, 
belonging  to  the  county  of  Somerset.  As  it  was  found 
too  small,  and  had  fallen  into  great  decay,  so  that  it 
was  difficult  to  keep  prisoners  safe  therein,  the  justices 
lor  the  county,  in  the  years  1753  and  1754,  directed 
that  it  should  be  sold,  and  a  large  gaol  erected  in  the 
adjoining  parish  t)f  Wilton,  on  a  piece  of  ground 
purchased  of  John  Mallack,  esq. 

MARKET-HOUSE. 

Though  there  are  not  in  this  town  structures  sepa- 
rately erected  for  the  purposes  of  entertainment  and 
pleasure,  the  building,  called  the  Market-house,  is 
formed  on  a  plan  comprehensive  of  rooms  for  these 
uses,  as  well  as  of  a  neat  town-hall  for  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice.  In  the  chapter  devoted  to  an 
account  of  the  present  state  of  the  town,  this  building 
will  be  more  particularly  described. 
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CHAPTER  Iir. 

CIVIL  coNSTrrunoN  of  the  town— the  late  CORPOR/T- 

TION— PARLIAMENTARY  REPRESENTATION— UST  OF  MEM- 
BERS RETURNED  TO  PARLIAxMENT  FOR  THIS  BOROUGH. 

JL  HE  police  of  this  town  is  subject  to  the  authority 
and  direction  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  of  Sooiersety  but  more  especially  of  those  acting 
for  the  hundred  of  Taunton-Dean»  and  under  them, 
of  the  officers^  annually  chosen  at  the  bishop  of  Wia-^ 
Chester's  court  leet. 

The  court  leet  is  of  early  date,  and  arose  out  of  the 
connection  of  the  town  with  the  see  of  Winchester. 
In  this  court  there  are  annually  chosen  by  the  jury 
two  portreevesi,  two  bailiffs,  two  constaMes,  and  six 
tythingmen,  or  petty  constables. 

The  province  of  the  portreeves  is  to  collect  the 
bishop's  rents^  and  they  formerly  enjoyed  the  privilege 
of  granting  leases  of  standings  in  the  market.'     This 

*  The  portreeves  were  origiDally  the  bishop^s  officers,  who 
collected  his  customs  and  tells.  In  such  of  the  king's  towns,  or 
towns  in  ancient  demesne,  which  were  held  In  fee.farm,  the  ba^« 
gesses  were  all  jointly  bound  for  the  true  payment  of  the  fee.farm 
rent,  and  chose  one  of  their  own  body  to  collect  the  rents  and 
answer  the  fee.farm  to  the  king,  and  this  officer  was  called  portreeve j 
who  in  time  grew  up  to  be  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  borough,^— 
€hirdon^$  HM.  of  Pari.  io\.  u  p.  228,— Brocf^  on  Boroughs^  p.  16^ 
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was  lost  by  the  operation  of  the  late  market-honse  aetf 
and  as  a  compensation  for  it,  they  are,  under  the  same 
act,  entitled  to  an  annual  rent,  or  yearly  sum  of 
eighteen  pounds,  clear  of  all  taxes  and  deductions 
whatever ;  for  the  payment  of  which,  the  rents  and 
profits  of  the  market  are  bound. 

Since  the  dissolution  of  the  corporation,  the  bailifit, 
by  a  resolution  of  the  house  of  GommoDS,  are  the 
returning'  officers  of  the  borough.  Tll«y  am  tfie 
principal  peace-officers  of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary 
Magdalen,  and  the  organs  by  which  all  public  meetiiigi 
6f  the  town  are  called,  dt  which  they  usually  ppemde. 
They  als6  attend  the  lord  of  the  manor's  courts. 

The  constables  formerly  enjoyed  the  chief  mttlioritjr 
of  the  town,  and  were  generally  invested  wtth  the 
power  of  distributing  the  charities  left  to  the  po&t. 
This  last  privilege  they  still  retain,  id  many  fnattDCOS 
derived  from  the  appointment  of  the  respective  donors. 

rTAE    LAT£    CORPORATION. 

Taunton,  though  a  very  ancient  and  populoos  towtly* 
was  not  incorporated  by  royal  charter,  till  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  first,  1627.  This  deed  changed  tlie 
constitution  of  the  borough,  and  invested  the  civil 
power  in  the  hands  of  a  mayor,  justice,  aldenHMy  fttid 
burgesses. 

This  instance  of  royal  favour  was  not,  however, 
sufficient  to  attach  them  to  the  interests  of  the  king  in 
the  civil  wars ;  for  in  this  town  a  spirited  stand  was 
made  against  the  unconstitutional  measures  of  ClMftai 
I.  and  the  cause  of  the  parliament  found  here  flrtti 
adherents,  and  a  most  important  support.     This  con- 

*  Valde  aniiqaa  et  popHlost,  is  the  tonsmifQ  of  tkf  chlirisf «    % 
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duct  drew  cm  it,  afterwards,  the  resentment^  and 
'  a^wakened  the  jealousy  of  Charles  II.  who  demolished 
its  walU,  and  took  away  its  charter,  by  a  quo  warranto, 
in  1660*  It  is  reported  he  also  seized  and  ga?e  away 
an  estate  in  Ireland,  of  which  the  corporation  waa 
then  possessed.  A  certificate*  found  among*  the  records 
of  the  parish,  and  written  above  a  hundred  and  thirty 
years  since,  faTOur»  the  supposition,  that  it  had  then 
such  an  estate.  It  continued  without  its  charter  for 
seventeen  years,  when  the  same  king,  at  the  suit  and 
intercession  of  Dr.  Peter  Mew,  then  bishop  of  Batk 
and  Wells,  granted  it  a  new  charter. 

This  charter  enlarged  the  boondaries  of  the  borough 
beyond  ita  ancient  limits,  and  imparted  to  the  body 

'  The  certificate  ntns  thus : — <^  Bargo   de  Tatiolon,  hi  ca.. 
Sofaenet.    We,  tlie  mayor,  aldSemiea,  and  burgeMet^  oC  tks  towa 
and  corporatiaa  of  Tauatoa,  ia  tbs  conoty  of  Somenst,  do  bere¥j 
certify  wlK>ai  it  dotli  or  aisiy  cooceni,  tluit  we  do  not  know  of,  or- 
can  find  entered  in  aoj  books  or  writings  belonging  to  the  corpora^ 
tion  aforesaid,  that  cither  Col.  John  Gorges^  op  his  son,  or  any. 
other  person  or  persons,  hare,  or  erer  bad*,  any  grant  from  the  said 
corporation,  of  any  of  tbe  lands  lying  in  the  bonows  of  Ratb| 
Coamtb,  in  tbe  conoty  of  Wett-Meath,  in  Ireland.'* 

N.  B«  Thonai  Gorgee  and  John  Gorges  were  Feoffses  of  tho- 
town  lands,  in  l^^.— Locke's  MSS.    T. 

Thomas  Gorges  was  member  for  Taunton  in  1654,  1656,  and 
1658;  and  John  Gorges  in  1654.-— Edward  Gorges  was  member 
for  Somerset,  in  1688* 

la  te  Supplementary  Return  of  Qutritable  Donations,  178^ 
there  is  inserted  the  following  statement  relating  to  this  property :~ 
^^  There  i»  an  account^ of  some  land  lying  in  Borrou|||  of  Ruthcoa^ 
Rntts,  in  the  cuunty  of  Westmeath,  in  Ireland,  belonging  to  the 
corporation  of  Taanton ;  for  what  purpose  cannot  learn.  It  seems- 
a  Col.  John  George,  or  his  son,  claimed  it  under  false  pretensioflfr 
of  a  gtaatfrem  corporation ;  ishich  tbey  totally  dcny.'» 
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corporate  a  jurisdiction  through  not  only  the  towri^ 
bat  the  parishes  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  and  St.  James; 
and  in  the  most  ample  manner  and  form^  GO-extensiye 
with  their  boundaries. 

It  appointed  that  the  corporation  should  consist  of  a 
mayor,  two  aldermen,  fourteen  capital  burgesses, 
(including  the  mayor  and  aldermen)  chosen  from 
the  more  upright  and  discreet  of  the  burgesses  or  free- 
men of  the  borough,  and  ten  inferior  burgesses ;  and 
that  the  aldermen,  capital  and  inferior  burgesses, 
should  bear  the  name  of  **  the  common  council'*  of  the 
borough,  whose  province  should  be  to  aid  the  mayor 
in  all  causes  and  transactions  relative  to  the  boroogh. 
The  capital  burgesses  were  invested  with  their  office 
for  life,  unless  removed  for  misconduct;  as  were  also 
the  inferior  burgesses,  unless  removed  for  miscondact, 
or  advanced  to  the  office  of  capital  burgesses. 

The   charter  directed  the  election  and   nomina- 
tion of  a  person,  discreet  and  skilled  in  the  laws  of 
England,  to  hold  during  royal  pleasure  the  office  of 
recorder;  who,  by  himself,  or  deputy,  should  perform, 
within  the  precincts  of  the  borough,  all  the  services  of 
that  office.     It  assigned  to  them  also  the  power  of 
choosing  a  man  of  discretion  and  probity,  to  act  as 
town-clerk,  during  the  pleasure  of  the  mayor,  alder- 
men, and  burgesses ;  and  who  should  be  allowed  all  the 
fees  and  profits  of  office  belonging  to  the  town-clerk 
in  any  borough  or  city.   As  the  charter  nominated  the 
first  gentlemen,  who  filled  under  it  the  posts  of  recorder 
and  town-clerk,  so  it  provided  that  no  one,  in  fatore, 
elected  to  either  of  these  posts,  should  be  allowed  to 
act  in  it  before  he  were  sworn,  and  the  nomination 
bad  been  approved  by  the  king  under  his  sign  manoaL 
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The  charter  assigned  the  corporation  the  name  of 
**  The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the 
Borough  and  Town  of  Taunton,  in  the  County  of 
Somerset/'  It  granted  to  them  the  right  of  using  a 
common  seal,  and  of  changing  it  for  one  they  might 
judge  better,  from  time  to  time.  It  also  allowed  them 
one  or  two  servants,  under  the  name  of  Serjeants  at 
mace,  to  execute  warrants  and  precepts,  to  attend 
the  mayor,  to  carry  before  him  g^lt  or  silver  maces, 
with  the  king's  arms  engraven  on  them/  and  to  perform 
other  business  within  the  precincts  of  the  borough. 

There  was  in  this  charter  a  remarkable  clause, 
which  provided  that  there  should  always  be  six  justices 
of  the  county,  nominated  and  appointed,  from  time  to 
time,  by  the  chancellor  or  keeper  of  the  great  seal, 
who  should  be  justices  within  the  borough  and  its 
precincts,  to  act  as  the  other  justices  of  the  borough, 
but  that  no  one  of  them  should  be  compelled  to  accept 
the  mayoralty  or  any  other  office  in  the  borough ;  or 
be  subject  to  any  punishments  or  penalties  imposed  by 
the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses.  This  appoint- 
ment was  evidently  intended  as  a  check  upon  the 
magistrates  incorporated  by  the  charter;  and  was 
strongly  expressive  of  the  king's  disgust  and  suspicions. 
The  last  commission,  appointing  such  adjunct 
justices,  bears  date  the  4th  of  March,  1767.  The 
former  commission  had  expired  several  years  before, 

'  Duriug  the  usurpation  of  OliTor  Cromwell,  the  mace  carried 
before  the  mayor  had  on  it  the  arms  of  the  Protector,  but  under 
the  new  charter,  the  arms  of  Charles  II.  engraf en  on  silver  platef^ 
were  screwed  oter  the  other  arms.  In  this  state  the  maces  «zUt 
nowy  or  did  iiery  lately. 
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mt  tba  death  of  nr  William  Fjrnicot,  bart  the  murvitrnv 
mider  a  former  nomiciatioD.  Oo  aa  applicatioa  made 
by  some  of  the  inhabitaats  of  the  boroogph,  a  new 
eommiision  constituted  Henry  William  Portmaiif 
Coplestotie  Warre  Bampfylde^  Jaha  CoUiiWt  WilUaaa 
Hawkey  John  Halliday,  eaqrsw  and  Fraacia  Warre^ 
clerk,  ^*  Justices  to  keep  the  peace  from  time  to  timBg 
within  the  boroogfb  and  town  of  Taanton,  and  Taoakan 
at.  James,  and  the  liberties  and  precincts  of  the  aam^ 
according  to  the  tenor,  form,  and  effect  of  oertahi 
letters  patent,  granted  to  the  said  borough  and  tow% 
bearing  date  the  iSth  day  of  September,  in  the  20th 
year  of  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  late  king  of  England."' 

*  This  commission  alto  appointed  that  these  six  gentlemea  ^^  thevUl 
bave  fuU  power  and  auihorHy^  together  with  tiie  mtfor  sad  eflber 
jwtioet  of  the  aakl  borough  and  town,  and  liberties  aad  piwinfissf 
the  same,  to  perform,  do,  and  eiecate  M  amd  nmguiar  As  fhfcys 
miihin  ike  $aid  borough  and  townj  and  liberties  andpredmeie  ^fik$ 
iome^  which  to  the  office  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  beloBg,  in  at  ampta 
manner  and  form  as  the  said  mayor  of  the  aforesaid  borongh  and 
town,  and  the  other  Justieet  of  the  same  boron^  and  town,  or  at^ 
one  ef  them^  within  the  aforesaid  borongh  aad  tows,  or  tie  iiberlisi 
aad  precincts  of  the  same,  maj,  or  ought  to  d^  bf  rirtoe  of  the 
•aid  lettert  patent,  or  an j  other  letters  patent  in  that  behalf  i^nuited^^ 
or  to  be  granted,  any  thing  in  the  said  letter»  patent  contained  or 
specified  to  the  contrary  in  any  wise  notwithstanding.'* 

It  also  <^  commanded  the  mayor,  and  other  justices  (of  the  borongh 
and  town,  for  the  time  being,  to  admit  into  thefr  eodety  tbeahete* 
mmnai  justioet^  as  well  to  the  sessiom  of  the  peace,  to  be  held  wiMs 
the  borongh  and  town,  as  to  do  all  other  things  which  belong  or 
appertain  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  within  the  hetvngh 
and  town  aforesaid,  and  (he  liberties  and  predmctB  of  the  iSSM; 
sad  tiiat  all  and  sfaigular  the  seijeants  at  mace,  the  constables^  whm 
bidfiifii,  keepers  of  prisons  and  gaols,  and  all  other  ofioert  sad 
ministers^  whom  it  doth  or  may  concern,  ia  the  eiecntlea  of  the 


Tlioogli  Taunton  in  a  town  of  high  antiquity^  and 
has  been,  tbrough  many  ngm,  a  very  flourishing  plaee, 
and  of  great  importance  in  the  county;  and  though 
the  second  charter  gave  the  corporation  the  power  of 
holding  estatesi  to  the  clear  anmial  value  of  three 
handred  pounds ;  yet  it  had  neither  land,  nor  housetr, 
nor  joint  stock  of  money. 

'  The  corporation  existed  ander  this  charter  until  the 
year  1792,  when  the  members  thereof  being  reduced 
to  deven^a  number  less  than  the  majority  of  the  capital 
and  inferior  burgesses  together,  the  charter  became 
nulliied,  and  the  corporate  body  virtually  dissolved 
and  divested  of  its  powers.  The  cireomstances,  which 
ttore  immediately  led  to  the  dissolution  of  the  corpo^ 
ration,  are  detailed  in  the  following  account  of  the 
proeeedingv  under  a  writ  of  mtndanMis  from  the 
coart  of  king^s  bench,  for  electing  a  mayor  in  the 
above-mentioned  year. 

'  On  the  death  of  the  earl  of  Guilford,  in  July,  1792, 
who  was  the  recorder  of  the  borough  and  town  of 
Taunton,  that  offiee  became  vacant,  and  disputes  arose 
about  choosing  his  suecessor*  Sir  Thomas  Oonston, 
and  some  other  member  of  the  body  corporate,  pro- 
posed to  elect  Mr.  Pitt,  as  the  future  recorder,  whilst 
the  then  mayor,  Dr.  Cabbell,  and  some  others  of  the 

prtmbe^,  should  be,  from  time  to  tk&e,  attendant  upon  and  obedKent 
tB  flie  taid  Jttitkei.** 

It  farthtr  commanded  tkeao  tlx  jullosi,  <<  ts  apply  tbemiiltei 
ts  all  and  singalar  the  premiaet  to  be  done  and  eteeated  in  fona 
aforesaid,  and  to  do  and  exeonte  the  same  with  efect**'-*Frosi  f 
^Py  ^f  ^^  commisiion  in  the  hands  of  the  laie  Mr.  John  Jfomum^ 
mho  fitvoured  the  author  with  an  opporiuniijf  to  tn^ct  and  (ramm 
er<»e«»    T. 
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burgesses^  wished  that  either  William  Moreland^  esq^ 
or  the  earl  of  Guilford,  the  late  recorder's  son,  shoaM 
fill  the  office. 

<  These  disputes  continued  till  the  day  came  on^ 
(August  27th,)  for  electing,  according  to  the  terms 
of  the  charter,  the  mayor  and  other  officers  of  the 
corporation.  On  that  day,  the  mayor,  Dr.  Cabbell, 
did  not  attend  at  the  Guildhall,  the  place  of  election, 
but  absented  himself,  for  the  purpose,  as  it  was  asserted, 
of  preventing  the  common  council  from  choosing 
either  a  mayor  or  recorder,  or  doing  any  other  busineai 
on  the  charter-day,  thinking  that  such  person  would 
not  have  been  elected  to  fill  the  office  of  recorder,  a^ 
he  wished,  and  knowing  that  when  the  mayor  and 
common  council  should  assemble  the  next^day,  in 
pursuance  of  the;  power  given  under  the  aet  of  tlie 
11th  of  Geo.  I.  they  could  only  choose  a  mayor  and 
two  aldermen,  and  could  not  elect  a  recorder  or  any 
capital  or  inferior  burgess. 

'  Accordingly  the  next  day,  the  28th  of  August,  tbe 
mayor,  eight  capital  burgesses,  and  two  inferior 
burgesses,  being  the  whole  number  of  the  corporate 
body  then  in  existence,  assembled  at  the  GuiidhaU,  in 
pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  11th  of  George  I.  and 
elected  sir  Thomas  Gunston,  knt.  into  the  office  of 
mayor,  and  Thomas  Foy  and  William  Pring,  both 
capital  burgesses,  into  the  office  of  alderman  for  the 
year  ensuing,  to  commence,  according  to  the  charter, 
on  the  Monday  after  Michaelmas-day  then  next  fol- 
lowing, on  which  latter  day,  being  the  first  of  October, 
1792,  the  mayor  and  two  aldermen  elect  attended  at 
the  Guildhall,  for  the  purpose  of  being  sworo  inti^ their 
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respective  offices.  Dr.  Cabbell,  the  mayor,  whose 
daty  it  was  to  administer  the  oaths  on  this  occasion  to 
the  persons  elected,  refused  so  to  do^  without  assigning 
apy  reason  for  the  same,  further  than  by  saying,  ^*  he 
was  advised  by  his  counsel  not  to  do  it/' 

*  On  the  first  of  November  following,  the  late  mayor. 
Dr.  Cabbell,  served  sir  Thomas  Gunston,  the  mayor 
eject,  with  the  following  notice  : — 

'<  To  sir  Thomas  Gunston,  knight. 
^*  Sir  Thomas, — I  give  you  this  written  notice,  that 
my  reason  for  refusing  to  swear  you  into  office,  as 
mayor  of  the  borough  and  town  of  Taunton,  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,  on  the  first  day  of  October  instant, 
was,  because  at  the  time  when  your  supposed  election 
took  pla'ce,  there  was  not  in  existence  a  major  part  of 
the  select  body  of  the  corporation  of  the  said  borough 
and  town,  and  for  that  I  was  advised  I  should  not  be 
justified  in  so  doing,  having  been  previously  informed 
of  the  decision  of  the  court  of  King's  Benc|i,  in  the 
case  of  the  King  against  Belringer,  determined  last 
Trinity  term,  and  reported  by  Durnford  and  East^  in 
the  reports  of  that  term. 

**  Your  humble  servant, 
Taunton,  27th  October,  1792.  J.  Cabbell. 

*  Immediately  after  the  receipt  of  this  notice,  sir 
Thomas  Gunston  applied  to  the  court  of  King's 
Bench  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  Dr.  Cabbell, 
the  late  mayor,  to  swear  him  into  office  as  mayor  of  the 
borough  of  Taunton,  for  the  year  ensuing,  or  to  shew 
cause  to  the  contrary ;  whereupon  Dr.  Cabbell  in  the 
return,  made  in  obedience  to  the  said  writ  of  mandamus, 
after  setting  forth  the  substance  of  the  charter,  pleaded^ 
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^  Tliat  of  the  Mcnmmi  ^otmcfl  in  the  begtmiUig^  ef  * 
the  year  1791,  there  were  io  existenee  only  derAi 
membeniy  Aamely,  ierea  capital  and  torn  iufefkli 
bm^esses.  Oq  the  charter-day  in  that  yesr.  Dr. 
Cabbell  was  chosen  mayor,  wane  ealy  oet  of  Ae 
eleven  beingf  present,  when  two  of  the  raf^rior  wore 
chosen  cafMtal  bnrgesses,  and  from  that  tiflM  tliere 
have  been  only  eleven,  namely,  nine  capital  nnd  two 
inferior  burgessea. 

'  Dr«  Caiibell  was  sworn  in  by  Ihe  acting  mayof  of 
the  preeedmg  year,  and  in  conseqnence  acted  wt 
naayor,  but  iras  absent  on  the  last  charter-day,  thmtg/h 
with  BO  sodi  view  as  stated  in  the  efidavit.  At  thio 
time  he  had  received  an  intimation  of  tlie  case  of 
<*  The  King  against  Belringer,*'  whidi  it  fXtt  con- 
ceived pnt  an  end  to  (he  body  corporate.  On  the  6nf 
after  charter-day,  however,  he  attended  nt  the  OnM- 
faaU,  where  ell  the  eleven  members  of  the  common 
coancil  wcm  present.  No  act  was  done,  or  nttenkpted 
to  he  done,  bnt  the  election  of  a  mayor,  when  sir 
Thomas  Gnnston  was  chosen  by  a  majority  of  six  to 
five,  he  voting  for  himself. 

"  On  the  printed  report  of  the  case  of  "  The  King 
against  Belringer""  coming  eut.  Dr.  CabbcB  sent  a 
case  to  I^ndon,  with  qneries  fts  to  the  existence  of  the 
body  corporate,  as  to  his  acting  as  a  m^^istrate,  and  at 
to  his  swearing  in  sir  Thomas  Gnnston.  In  answer 
he  was  advieed  that  the  corporation  was  at  an  end,  at 
Inst  so  as  there  conid  be  no  e^tion  of  a  raaynr,  hif 
wan  DO  longer  to  act  as  such,  and  not  to  swear  in  nt 
Xhamas  Ckmston. 

?  8w  4tkTerm  Reports,  by  Durtford  anfl  Bift,  p.  tltn 
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^*  At  t&e  time  he  refused  to  to  do*  he  was  lot  triced 
the  reeson  of  his  refusaU  aor  at  any  time  afterward^ 
but  he  seat  the  notice  to  Mr  Thomas  Gunstoi^'  as 
before-mentiofied.'* 

^  The  grounds  on  which  sir  Thomas  Gmiston 
s^>peared  to  rely,  in  support  of  the  mandamus,  wera^ 

<'  First,  That  the  conuDon  conndl  is  not  consti toted 
as  in  the  Bodmin  case  of  **  The  Kingr  against  Bel- 
ringer — the  words  in  the  Taunton  charter, — Qui 
^pddem  aldermanni,  capitales  burgenses,  fcc.  pro  tem- 
pore existentes,''  adhnittii^theoonstnietion^^lmtany 
mimber,  however  redaced,  of  the  capital  and  inferior 
burgesses  are  the  common  council  for  the  time  being. 

^  Secondly,  That  though  this  may  not  be  the 
coDstruettoo,  yet  as  the  mayor  was  absent  on  the 
charter-day^  wlien  burgesses  might  have  been  chosen, 
to  &d  up  the  number  of  thirteen  or  more,  who  n^ght 
then  faaTC  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  mayor,  and 
as  it  may  -be  coutended  this  could  not  be  done  on  tbe 
statute-day,  that  the  number  rieren  assembled  on  that 
day  were  soificieut  to  electa  mayor,  bat  the  act  1 1th 
Greorge  I.  cap.  4.  sect,  i  •  empowers  acts  to  be  done  on 
the  statute-day  as  on  the  cfaarter-ds^r,  in  order  to  tlie 
election  of  a  mayor,  or  other  head  officer;  aaid  the  6th 
section  (^  the  same  act  also  provides  that  as  great  a 
number  should  be  present  and  concur  on  the  statute,  as 
as  well  as  on  the  charter  day." 

'  la  consequence  of  the  then  recent  determination  of 
the  case  of  the  King  against  Belringer^  which  has 
been  already  alluded  to,  in  which  it  was  decided  that 
there  uoust  be  a  mogority  of  ^  membeis  composing  a 
MrporatiMi  to  foroi  any  eleetiTe  assensUy^  and  ikert 
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being  at  this  time  but  eleven  members  of  the  corpora^ 
tion  of  Taunton  existing  out  of  the  twenty-four,  tlie 
rule  for  a  mandamus  was  abandoned,  and  do  recorder, 
mayor,  or  any  other  officer  was  afterwards  choaeOf 
and  the  corporation  has  ever  since  the  year  1792,  when 
Dr.  Cabbell^s  (the  last  mayor*s)  functions  ceased, 
been  utterly  extinct  and  dissolved. 


^  In  the  year  1810,  a  large  proportion  of  the  inhm- 
bitants  of  Taunton  wishing  to  see  the  corporatioQ 
revived,  a  public  meeting  was  held  on  the  20th  of 
December,  in  that  year,  for  the  purpose  of  considering 
'Uhe  expediency  and  means  of  obtaining  a  renewal  of 
the  charter  of  incorporation ;"  at  which  mdbting  the 
question  of  expediency  being  carried  in  the  affirma* 
tive,  the  following  resolutions,  which  briefly  explain 
the  steps  that  led  to  the  dissolution  of  the  late  corpo* 
rate  body,  and  the  reasons  for  the  proposed  revival  and 
renewal  thereof,  were  agreed  to  and  adopted : — 

**  That  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  and  its  precincts, 
extending  over  the  parishes  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen 
and  Taunton  St.  James,  were,  by  a  royal  charter, 
granted  in  the  29th  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Charles 
the  second,  incorporated  into  one  body,  politic  and 
corporate,  by  the  name  of  *'  mayor,  aldermen,  and 
burgesses  of  the  borough  and  town  of  Taunton,  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,"  such  body  consisting  of  fourteen 
capital,  and  ten  inferior  burgesses,  the  vacancies 
occurring  in  that  body  to  be  supplied  by  election  of 
new  members,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  charter, 
which  mayor  and  aldermen,  for  the  time  being*,  and 
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the  former  for  one  year  after  the  expiration  of  hip 
mayoralty,  were,  by  the  said  charter,  invested  with  the 
full  powers  of  justices  of  the  peace,  within  the  said 
parishes,  and  possessed  a  franchise  of  holding  quarter* 
sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  town ;  and  were,  gene« 
rally,  by  means  of  the  said  charter,  the  resident 
guardians  and  protectors  of  the  property,p  eace,  and 
police  of  the  town. 

^'  That  there  was  a  power  reserved  by  the  said 
charter,  to  the  crown,  to  appoint,  from  time  to  time, 
by  special  commission,  six  justices  of  the  peace  of  the 
county,  to  act  as  justices  of  the  peace,  within  the  said 
town  and  precincts,  in  like  manner  as  the  local  magis- 
trates ;  which  six  justices  have  been  commonly  called 
adjunct  justices. 

^  That  such  body  having  decreased  in  its  membtrs, 
for  want  of  timely  elections,  below  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  originally  incorporated,  it  became  ia 
law  dissolved  or  divested  of  its  functions. 

<<  That  such  decrease  gradually  took  place,  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  existing  members  of  the  body 
of  the  legal  consequences  of  such  neglect. 

*<  That  this  populous  town  is '  indebted  for  the 
administration  of  justice  to  the  occasional,  and  as  it 
may  be,  casual  aid  of  county  magistrates ;  and  that 
such  a  magistracy,  from  it%want  of  locality  and  super- 
intending eye,  is  not  so  adequate  to  the  police  and 
internal  order  of  the  town,  as  a  bench  of  resident 
magistrates,  organised  exclusively  for  the  attainment 
of  these  desirable  objects. 

**  That  this  town  may,  by  the  death,  change  of 
residence,  or  declining  to  act  of  the  neighbouring 
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tiounty  mugistrateSy  or  by  a  relactance  to  pnblic 
jNtoation  in  any  men  who  might  be  looked  to  as  the 
8ii€ce9Bor9  of  the  now  acting  magistrates,  be  placed 
m  the  possible  predicament  of  having  no  bench  at  aH> 
or,  of  beti^  so  far  from  justice,  as  to  be  tn  a  state 
ef  comparative  prohibition  to  its  benefits — an '  e?0 
against  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  town  to  endeavoar 
to  indemnify  itself. 

''  That  Taunton  is  a  populous  town,  and  destitute 
of  eflfectual  police. 

**  That  the  renewal  of  the  charter  would  create  e 
yeaident  bench  of  four  magistrates,  and  thm  secure  to 
the  town  the  certainty,  at  all  times,  of  a  ready  access 
to,  and  prompt  administration  of  justice,  andaregnlar 
police. 

*  '*  That  this  town  is  in  a  state  of  growing  improve- 
ment  and  extending  popnlation,  and  that  in  proportion 
to  snch  advances,  its  claim  to  a  resident  magistracy  is 
increased  and  strengthened. 

•  *•  That  the  office  and  important  duties  of  clerk  of 
the  market,  also  cognizance  of  weights  and  measures, 
and  the  assize  of  bread,  would  by  a  renewal  of  the 
charter,  devolve  on  the  mayor  for  the  time  being,  w}io 
would  be  thus,  in  a  particular  manner  called  upon^ 
judicially  in  his  own  person,  and  ministerially  by  the 
vigilance  of  his  officers,  to  enforce  a  due  observance 
of  the  law  in  these  respects — objects  important  to  all, 
especially  to  the  poorer  classes  of  the  tovm. 

*^  That  the  renewal  of  the  said  charter  is  frragfat 
with  the  preceding  and  many  other  local  advantages; 
and  that  it  would  tend  to  the  increased  provincial  and 
general  importance  of  the  town. 
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^'  That  a  petition  be  prepared  for  the  signature  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  be,  with  all  convenient  despatch, 
presented  to  his  majesty  in  council,  humbly  praying*, 
that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  renew  the  charter 
of  incorporation  of  this  town,  with  such  powers^ 
franchises,  immunities,  rights,  and  privileges  as  to 
his  majesty  shall  seem  meet  and  expedient :  but  that 
it  be  humbly  submitted  to  his  majesty,  if  he  shall 
deem  the  said  petition  of  his  loyal  subjects,  the  said 
inhabitants,  worthy  of  his  royal  favour,  graciously  to 
condescend  and  consent  to  the  omission  in  the  new 
charter  of  the  provision  creating  the  adjunct  justices, 
and  to  the  substitution  of  a  clause  precluding  the 
intervention  in  the  jurisdiction  of  the  local  magistrates, 
of  any  other  control  than  that  of  the  ordinary  visitation 
of  his  majesty  in  his  honourable  court  of  King's 
Bench,  and  to  grant,  if  he  shall  see  fit,  by  such  new 
charter,  a  franchise  of  holding  plea  of  debt  in  the 
mayor's  court,  in  causes  of  action  arising  within  the 
aforesaid  parishes,  to  the  amount  of  twenty  pounds  in 
each  cause,  and  also  to  enlarge  the  capacity  of  the  new 
body  of  taking  lands  and  goods  by  devise,  bequest, 
grant,  or  purchase,  from  the  clear  annual  value  of 
three  hundred  pounds,  as  limited  by  the  former  charter, 
to  the  clear  annual  value  of  one  thousand  pounds. 

"  That  the  newly  to  be  incorporated  body  should 
consist  of  fourteen  capital  burgesses,  from  whom  the 
mayor  and  two  aldermen  for  the  time  being,  shall  be 
chosen,  and  ten  inferior  burgesses  to  be  selected  from 
the  substantial  inhabitants  and  householders,  now  resi- 
dent within  the  said  parishes,  or  either  of  them ;  that 
the  names  of  the  first  twenty-four  persons  desiraiiui  of 
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becoming  members  of  such  body,  and  subscribing  Vhe 
sum  of  fifty  pounds  apiece,  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
approbation  of  bis  majesty's  privy  council,  and  all  doe 
means  taken  ^to  procure  the  incorporation  'of  aacb 
twenty-four  persons,  of  whom  foufteen  persons  ^haH 
be  proposed  and  marshalled  by  seniority  of  age,  to  be 
the  first'and  modern  capital  burgesses,  and  the  remain- 
ing ten  dhdl  be  proposed  for  the  first  and  modem 
inferior  burgesses,  and  be  also  marshalled  by  seniority 
of  age.  But  if  more  than  twenty ^oor  persons  shall 
oBTer  a  subscription  of  fifty  pounds  each,  with  a  view 
Co  become  members  of  the  new  body,  then  tbencimber 
of Iwenty-four  shall  be  composed  of  the  twenty-four 
seniors  of  the  whole  number  of  such  subscribers  having 
been  resident  within  thelimits  of  the  aforesaid  parishes 
for  seven  years, '  the  supernumerary  sdbscriptioDs  to 
be  returned  to  the  subscribers,  or  applied  to  the  per- 
manent fund,  as  they  desire. 

**  That  a  committee  oftwelve  gentlemen  be  now 
appointed,  and  that  any  five  or  more  of  them  be  a 
quorum,  and  that  such  committee  or  quorum  shall 
have  power  to  call  general  meetings,  and  to  iiold 
committee  meetings,  to  prepare  and  procure  signatures 
to  the  necessary  petitions,  to  direct  the  expenditure  of 
the  subscriptions,  and  any  part  of  the  donations,  if 
necessary,  to  the  proposed  object,  to  do  all  other  acts, 
and  pursue  such  means  as  such  committee  or  qoomm 
ithall  think  essential  to  the  furtherance  and  attainment 
of  the  object  of  this  meeting. 

''That  Mr.  Henry  James  Leigh  be  appointed 
secretary  and  treasurer,  and  be  attendant  <m  the 
general  and  committee  meetings. 
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*<  That  the  office  of  recorderi  if  the  townl  *  be 
re-iacorporatedy  shall  be  offered,  so  far  as  this  meet* 
ting  can  offer  it,  to  the  lord  lieutenant  of  the  county^ 
earl  Poulett." 

'A  petition  was  accordingly  drawfiup,  embodyiag 
the  preceding  resolutions,  and  presented  to  his  majerty 
in  council,  which  was  referred  tathe  law  officers  of  the 
crown,  to  report  their  opinion  on  the  propriety  of 
renewing  the  charter.  But  before  the  report  was  ready^ 
a  numerous  body  o£  the  inhabitants  of  Taunton,  who 
were  hostile  to  the  proposed  revival  of  the  corporate 
body,  presented  a  counter-petition  to  the  king  in 
council,  praying,  that  his  majesty  would  graciously  be 
pleased  not  to  grant  a, new.  charter  of  incorporation  to 
the  town. 

•  These  petitions  were  at  length  refer  redby  the  privy 
council  to  the  attorney  and  solicitor-general,  to  hear 
evidence  and  report  their  opinion  upon  the  merits  of 
the  case.  At  the  first  hearings  which  took  place  before 
the  attorney-general,  sir  William  Garrow,  in  1818,  that 
officer  having  declared,  that  he  should  not  report  that 
a  new  charter  was  necessary,  on  the  ground  taken  by 
the  petitioners,  the  latter  were  induced,  for  reasons 
that  occurred  in^the  hearing  before  the  attorney- gene- 
ral, to  present  a  new  petition,,  upon  a  different  grouml; 

'  A  new  petition  was  accordingly  presented'  to  the 
Prince  Regent^  signed  by  eight  hundred  and  four 
inhabitants,,  which  was  met  by  a  counter-petition, 
sigfned  by  five  hundred  and  sixty-four  inhabitants. 
These  petitions  being  also  referred  to  the  legal  advisers 
of  the  crown,  those  officers  were  attended,  on  the  2 1st 
of  May,  J  814,  by  the  counseli  agents,  and  witnesseis^ 


4d4  HISTORY  OF  TAUNTOiri* 

of  the  petitioners,  and  counter-petitionew.  The  lnw 
officers  shortly  after  made  their  report,  in  which  they 
recognized  the  existence  of  the  inconveniences  com- 
plained of  in  the  want  of  a  resident  magistracy, 
and  represented  their  inability  of  accurately  judging 
whether  the  arrangements  for  a  regular  attendance  of 
the  magistrates  of  the  county,  under  a  new  com- 
mission, would  effectually  remove  the  evils  complained 
of,  and  render  a  new  charter  unnecessary.  They  also 
recommended  certain  provisions  to  be  inserted  in  Ae 
new  charter,  if  his  royal  highness  should  think  fit  to 
grant  one  The  report  being  considered  on  the  whole 
rather  favourable  to  the  prayer  of  the  pettticfDers,  and 
the  latter  requiring  to  be  heard  by  counsel,  before  ilie 
privy-council,  a  day  was  at  length  fixed  on  for  that 
purpose,  and  on  the  29th  of  April,  1815,  the  petitioners 
by  their  counsel,  Henry  Tripp,  esq.  and  the  coanterw 
petitioners,  by  their  counsel,  James  Barroogb,  esq. 
were  heard  at  length  before  the  privy-council,  whea 
the  latter  came  to  the  determination,which  was  shortly 
after  communicated  to  the  agents  concerned,  that  they 
did  not  think  it  expedient  to  advise  his  royal  highness 
to  grant  a  new  charter  to  the  town  of  Taunton. 

*  The  police  of  the  town  was  thus  left  to  the  super- 
intendance  of  the  county  magistrates,  and  a  new 
commission  of  the  peace  being  shortly  after  issued, 
the  names  of  several  gentlemen  of  Taunton,  and 
the  immediate  vicinity,  were  inserted  therein,  who 
soon  afterwards  qualified  themselves  to  act  as  justices^ 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  the  bench 
of  Taunton  is  now  filled  with  a  highly  respectable  and 
active  magistracy,    who  administer  the  laws   with 
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promptness  of  decUioji  and  with  an  honourable  an4 
conscientious  rectitude,  which  proves  of  great  advc^Rr 
tage  to  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

BOROUGH   OF  TAUNTON* 

Taunton,  as  far  as  the  matter  can  be  traced,  was  ^ 
borough-town  as  early  as  the  common  people  became 
privileged  with  a  represeoXation.  It  sends  two  memr 
bers  to  parliament  The  powers  of  election  ar^  subject 
to  the  following  restrictions.  This  right  is  limited  to  tb^ 
borough,  the  bounds  of  which,  as  to  the  right  of  election, 
so  far  from  co-extending  with  those  of  the  town,  do  not 
coincide  even  with  those  of  the  parish  of  St.  Marjr 
Magdalen,  which  lies  within  the  town.'  The  right  is 
further  confined  to  the  parishioners  of  the  parish  of 
St  Mary  Magdalen, .  who  have  been  inhabitants  for 
six  months,  and  not  paupers,  nor  receiving  any 
share  of  the  alms  distributed  from  the  funds  of  the 
respective  charities  left  to  the  town.  These  restrictions 
excepted,  the  right  of  voting  is  the  privilege  of  all  the 
inhabitants,  who  dress  their  own  victuals  in  their  own 

'  In  the  early  histofj  of  the  house  of  cdmaions,  the  members 
were  paid  wages  for  their  attendaoGe  in  parliament,  knights  of  shires 
receiving  four  shillings  a  daj,  and  citizens  and  burgesses  two 
shillings  a  daj,  for  as  many  days  as  the  parliament  continued.  The 
regular  clergy,  to  aroid  this  burden,  would  not  allow  their  tenants 
te  exercise  the  prifilege  of  toting  for  representatives,  andthereCofc 
it  will  be  found  In  all  cases  where  any  house  stands  within  the  parish 
of  St.  Mary  Magdalen,  in  Taunton,  and  is  situated  without  the  pre. 
sent  limits  of  the  boroagh,  that  the  site  of  such  house  did  anciently 
belong  to  the  prior  and  con? ent  of  Augustine  Canons  In  this  town, 
and  this  b  the  reason  why  the  boundaries  of  the  parish  and  those 
of  die  borough  do  not  coincide. 
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house  or  rooniy  or  keep  a  table  to  themselvea.    Hence 
"they  are  generally  called  Pot-wallen** 

The  constitation  of  this  borough,    as  £ur  as  iii 
e{>eration  extends,   appears  to  be  founded  on  jost 
principles.      For  every  one  who  is  liable  to  be  called 
upon  to  bear  arms  in  defence  of  the  state,  and  to 
contribute  his  direct  quota  towards  the  burdens  of 
government,  and  who  has  personal  rights  to  g^aidy 
{those  valuable  ones  in  particular  of  conscteoce  and 
liberty,)  is  properly  invested  with  a  power  to  protect 
himself  against  the  encroachments  of  authority,  and  the 
exactions  of  tyranny.     Such  popular  constitotiona  cf 
boroughs  may  have  their  inconveniences  and  evik ; 
hut  the  bribe  cannot  rise  so  high,  nor  the  spirii  of 
Tonality  become  so  abandoned,  as  where  the  r^^ht  of 
choosing  members  of  ^parliament  lies  in  fewer  hands. 
The  poorest  inhabitant  of  a  borough  so  constitnted 
feels  his  importonce  in  the  political  scalct  ^nd  is  ahk 
to  hold  up  his  head  against  the  insolence  of  wealth  and 
rank.     Many  of  the  lower  class  are  known,  on  the 
trying  occasion  of  a  contested  election,  to  act  with  a 
firmness  and  a  regard  to  their  word,  when  once  pledged, 
which  do  them  honour.  The  disposition  to  wish  for  and 
favour  a  contest  is  not  peculiar  to  popular  boroughs ; 
apd  the  evils  of  which  a  contest  is  ever  productive 
'  are  not  to  be  imputed  to  a  number  of  persons  who 

'  Pot-waller,  Pot.  walloner,  Pot.  walloper,  lignifiet  one  that  boils 
lib  owD  pot,  aod  dresses  his  own  victuals.  Each  of  thflM  termf  is 
derived  from  tveoArn,  SaxoD,  to  boil ;  bat  Pot. waller  seens  to  be 
most  proper.  It  is  observable  that  waliy  and  waUopy  aie  provindal 
expressions  of  the  like  import  at  this  d^y.^Lock^i  3ISS*    T« 
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have  noty  in  themaelves,  either  weight,  or  anion,  or 
skill  in  management,  to  effect  one ;  but  to  those  of  ^ 
higher  station,  whose  resentment  is  fed,  or  whose  love 
of  power  is  gratified,  or  whose  interest  is  advanced  by 
it.  The  peculiar  mischief  of  a  contested  election,  in 
such  a  town  as  Taunton,  arises  from  the  habits  of  idle*- 
ness  and  drunkenness,  into  which  it  draws  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  people. 

The  author  must  be  permitted  to  add,  that  he  shall* 
think  this  history  will  answer  a  most  important  end,  if 
he  could  by  it  convey  into  the  minds  of  the  rising 
generation,  in  the  town  of  Taunton,  a  deep  and  full 
conviction,  that  a  right  to  vote,  in  the  election  of  the 
national  representatives,  is  a  trust  of  the  greatest  value f 
and  of  the  most  serious  influence  on  the  welfare  of  hb 
country  >  a  trust  for  the  public  good,  not  to  be  disposed 
of  merely  to  serve  or  oblige  those  who  wish  to  advance 
themselves  in  the  community,  as  a  matter  of  favour  to 
them  ;  but  to  be  employed  in  the  support  of  men  of 
ability,  or  ^t  least  of  honest  minds  and  disinterested 
virtue,  though  they  possess  not  shining  talents;  in 
support  of  those,  who,  from  their  known  princijdetf 
and  character,  it  may  be  hoped,  will  approve  them- 
selves faithful  guardians  of  the  national  welfare ;  the 
consistent  and  firm  friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  j 
in  a  word,  a  trusty  to  be  used  not  merely  to  meet  the 
wishes  of  a  candidate,  but  to  serve  our  country. 

It  cannot  be  foreseen  what  consequences  may  be 
connected  with  the  return  of  one  single  gentleman  to 
parliament ;  or  with  the  application  of  one  single  vote 
in  a  borough.  So  totally  improper,  so  exceedingly 
mbchievous  is  the  language  often  held  out,  '<  Whi^ 
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day  appointed,  provided  with  full  and  sufficient  poweiv 
from  the  community  of  such  county,  city,  or  borougb, 
to  consent  and  agree,  in  the  name  of  the  said  commo- 
nity,  to  such  things  as  the  king  and  his  council  sbonld 
require  of  them,  and  the  earls,  barons,  and  peers  of 
the  realm  should  ordain.  From  this  time  is  to  be 
dated  the  first  regular  general  summons  of  knighti^ 
citizens,  and  burgesses  to  parliament.' 

*  The  first  returns  now  extant  of  knights,  citizen^ 
and  burgesses,  to  serve  in  parliament,  are  of  the  26th 
year  of  king  Edward  the  fiirst,  1297.  At  that  period 
the  sheriffs  of  the  several  counties  made  the  return  to 

'  The  expenses  attending  the  multiplied  wan  ef  Edwsid  ]^ 
joined  to  alterations  which  had  insensibly  and  pregtesslfely  iMkmx 
place  at  home,  obliged  him  to  have  frequent  recourse  to  tiM  gicit 
eonncil  of  the  nation,  and  afterwards  to  his  parliaments,  for  the 
necessary  supplies,  which  the  ancient  mode  of  rauing  money  had 
rendered  requisite,  and  therefore  that  part  of  the  people  who  Were 
sore  immediately  engaged  in  trade  and  manntkctures  were  ■d# 
introdneed  into  the  public  councils,  and  laid  the  fontfdation  of  gract 
and  important  changes  in  the  govemment. 

In  this,  his  first  parliament,  the  king  met  with  great  opposition 
on  the  part  of  the  clergy  :  he  demanded  as  a  subsidy  the  Afth  part 
ef  their  moTcables,  which  they  absolutely  refused,  and  it  was  not 
until  a  second  meeting,  on  their  persisting  in  this  refusal,  that  he 
was  willing  to  accept  of  a  tenth,  which  they  granted. — ^The  eavls^ 
barons,  and  knights  of  the  seyeral  counties,  sat,  treated,  and  con. 
Csried  together,  and  they  ga? e  the  kiog  an  elefenth  part  of  all  tkeir 
moveable  goods* — The  citizens  and  burgesses  sat  and  acted 
separately,  and  granted  a  seventh  part  of  all  their  moTeables.  There 
Were  no  laws  made,  or  other  business  transacted,  in  this  parliament; 

In  this  parliament,  of  which  the  citisens  and  bnigesses  irst 
formed  a  part,  it  may  be  observed,  that  the  writ  directed  that  tfiey 
should  haTC  a  power  to  act  separately  from  the  knights  of  counties^ 
and  do  what  by  common  council  should  be  ordained. 
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the  writ,  as  well  for  the  cities  and  boroughs,  as  for  the 
coonty  •  The  citizens,  or  burgesses,  or  the  select  body 
of  each  city  or  borough,  notified  the  names  of  the 
persons  elected  to  the  sheriff,  who  returned  all  the 
knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  elected  in  his  county, 
sometimes  by  indenture,  and  sometimes  by  way  of 
schedule,  annexed  to  the  writ ;  and  among  other  returna 
in  this  manner,  we  find  some  for  Taunton.  There  is 
not  found  any  returning  ofiicer  for  this  borough  until 
the  12th  of  Edward  the  fourth,  when  the  return  was 
made  by  the  bishop  of  Winchester's  chief  ofiicer  for  the 
liberty  of  Taunton  and  Taunton-Dean,  namely,  the 
bailiff  appointed  by  patent,  who  is  the  first  returning 
officer  on  record  for  this  borough. 

*  In  the  11th  of  Henry  the  fourth,  the  return  of  the 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Somerset  is  yet  preserved  in 
the  Tower  of  London,  but  from  age  it  is  in  a  mutilated 
state  and  much  defaced;  there  is,  however,  enough 
left  to  shew  that  this  return  is  by  indenture  between 
the  sheriff  and  the  different  burgesses,  and  that  Thomas 
Edward  and  Thomas  Barat  were  in  that  year  elected 
burgesses  for  the  borough  of  Taunton.  The  return  in 
the  first  of  Henry  the  fifth  is  by  the  sheriff,  by  schedule 
annexed  to  the  writ,  in  which  he  names  the  manu- 
captors  or  sureties  of  the  burgesses  who  were  then 
elected  for  their  appearance  in  parliament. 

^  It  was  not  unusual  in  the  first  period  of  the  parlia- 
ments of  this  kingdom,for  the  members  for  the  cities  and 
boroughs  to  be  elected  in  the  county  court  on  the  same 
day  with  the  knights  of  the  shire,  and  jointly  returned 
by  the  sheriff  in  one  indenture,  especially  before  the 
Mt  of  the  2dd  of  Henry  the  6tb,  and  in  some  instasces^ 
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after  that.  That  thitt  was  the  case  can  be  proved  hj 
the  retams  jet  extant*  There  were  commonly  sent  to 
the  county-court,  four  or  five  citizens  or  bargesida 
from  the  respective  cities  and  boroogbs^  of  whom  tho 
mayor  or  chief  magistrate  was  usually  one,  who  by  the 
assent  of  the  whole  community  of  the  city  or  boroogh^ 
from  which  they  were  sent,  did  choose  citizeiis  and 
burgesses,  to  represent  them  in  parliament*  and  thea 
gare  them  full  and  sufficient  power  for  themselvee^- 
and  the  community  of  such  cities  and  borooghs*  to  do 
and  consent  to  such  things  in  parliament,  as  by  com- 
mon council  should  be  ordained.  An  example  of  this 
mode  of  return  for  the  cities  and  boroughs  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,  occurs  in  the  2d  year  of  king 
Henry  the  fifth,  and  is  as  follows : — 

**  This  indenture  made  at  Ivelchester,  on  Monday 

the  12th  day  of  November,  in  the  second  year  of  the 

reign  of  king  Henry  the  fifth,  after  the  conquest^ 

between  Walter  Hungerford,  knt.  sherifi^of  the  county 

of  Somerset,  in  full  county  assembled,  on  the  one  partf 

and  Ralph  Hunt,  mayor  of  the  city  of  Bath,  John 

Skittish,  John  Savage,  and  John  Haygoby,  citizens 

of  the  said   city,  who  by  the   assent  of  the  whole 

community  of  the  said   city,   have  elected  Richard 

Wydecombe  and  William  Radestoke,  two  citizens 

for  the  community  of  the  said  city,   to  be  at  the 

parliament  of  our  lord  the  king,    to  be  holden  at 

Westminster  on  Monday  next  after  the  octave  of  St« 

Martin,  then  next  coming,  according  to  the  form  of 

the  writ  to  the  same  sheriff  directed : — 

**  And  John  Herewoode,    John  Russel,   Walter 
Dyere^  and  lioke  Wilton,  burgesses  of  the  boroc^ 
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of  Wells,  who  in  form  aforesaid,  have  elected  Thomas 
Pyot  and  John  Hindoo,  two  burgesses  of  the  said 
borough,  to  be  at  the  same  time  and  place  for  the 
community  of  the  borough  aforesaid,  according  to  the 
form  of  the  said  writ :  — 

/'  And  John  Ward,  William  Goffe,  Richard  Ward, 
and  Thomas  Cave,  burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Bridg- 
water, who  in  form  aforesaid,  have  elected  WHliam 
(Grascoigne  and  John  Redwelly,  two  bui^esses  of  the 
borough  aforesaid,  according  to  the  form  of  the  said 
writ : — 

*'  And  Thomas  Wiger,  Walter  Porttnan,  Edmund 
Tailleur,  and  John  Northmore,  burgesses  of  the 
borough  of  Taunton,  who  in  form  aforesaid,  have 
elected  John  Merchant  and  Edmund  Dyere,  two 
burgesses  of  the  said  borough,  to  be  at  the  same  time 
and  place  for  the  community  of  the  borough  aforesaid, 
according  to  the  form  of  the  said  writ : — 

**  Giving  and  granting  to  the  said  citizens  and  bur** 
gesses  full  and  sufficient  powers  for  themselves  and  the 
community  of  the  said  city  and  boronghs,  to  do  and 
consent  to  such  things  as  shall  then  and  there  by 
common  council  be  ordained.     In  testimony  whereof, 

'  If  I  do  not  mistake,  the  election  of  burgesses  for 
Taunton  was  also  made  in  the  county  court,  in  the  9th 
of  Henry  the  fifth.  The  return  of  diat  year  for  this 
borough,  is  by  indenture  of  the  sheriff,  and  also  includes 
the  return  for  the  city  of  Bath.    It  is  as  follows : — 

''  This  indenture  made  at  Yvelchester,  on  Monday 
:the  3d  day  of  November,  in  the  ninth  year  of  king 
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Htory  the  fifth,  (1420)  between  John  Newborgh^ 
iheriff  of  Somerset,  of  the  one  part,  and  Radlin  Hunt, 
teayor  of  the  city  of  Bath,  and  other  citizens  of  the 
city  aforesaid,  who  have  chosen  Walter  Riche  and 
Robert  Newlyn,  two  citizens  for  the  commons  of  the 
city  aforesaid,  to  appear  at  the  parliament  to  be  bolden 
at  Westminster  the  1st  day  of  December  next  following. 

^^  And  between  the  sheriff  aforesaid,  and  Robert 
Crock,  William  Payne,  Ralph  Sarger,  and  Thomas 
Osborne,  bnrgesses  of  the  borough  of  Taunton,  who 
have  chosen  John  Bowen  and  Walter  Portman  two 
bnrgesses  of  the  borough  aforesaid,  to  appear  at  the 
parliament  above  named.  In  witness  whereof  as  well 
the  aforesaid  sheriff  as  the  mayor,  ciiizens,  and  hwryesiei 
aforesaid,  to  these  present  indentures  alternately  hme 
put  their  seals,  the  day,  place,  and  year  above  named/* 

*  Thus  the  sheriff  of  the  connty  appears  to  have  been 
the  returning  oflicer ;  and  the  bnrgesses,  being  the 
electors,  joined  in  the  indenture  to  shew  their  assent. 
At  this  period  the  sheriffs  of  counties  did  not  make 
out  any  precept  to  the  mayor  or  bailiffs  of  cities  and 
boroughs,  and  of  course  no  particular  officer  was  called 
on  to  make  the  return/ 

The  commons  were  for  a  long  time  so  ikr  from  bong  consi* 
dered  as  an  essential  branch  of  the  legislature,  tliat  we  find  in  the 
reigns  of  the  three  first  Edwards,  and  e?en  to  flie  reiga  of  Edward 
4he  fourth,  that  they  were  not  constantly  and  regularly  sanmoiied 
as  a  distinct  order,  the  sheriffs  omitting  them  at  pleasure,  and  tlie^ 
king  sometimes  in  the  writ  of  summons  expressly  naming  the  reprtm 
sentatires  which  the  sheriffs  were  to  return ;  (See  CI.  R.  45  Edw. 
III.  m.  2.  dors.)  and  from  the  indefinite  and  general  words  of  the 
writ  directed  to  the  sheriff  of  each  county,  <<  To  cause  ta  lie 
ck9mk  two  citizens  of  eferj  dtj^  and  two  baifeiiei  i^  twy 
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« 

*  It  was  ia  consequence  of  the  act  of  the  23d  of 
Henry  the  sixth,  chapter  14,  that  the  sheriffs  first  made 
out  their  precepts;  and  the  mayor  or  bailiff  of  the  town 
was  called  on  to  act  as  the  returning  officer ;  and  it  is 

borongb,"  it  was  left  to  the  sheriff  to  name  and  direct  which  were 
boroughs,  and  which  were  not.  This  will  be  best  illustrated  bj  an 
example  or  two  from  a  neighbouring  county* 

In  the  36th  of  Edward  I.  in  the  return  by  the  sheriff  of  Wiltshire, 
anneied  to  the  writ,  he  returned  two  knights  for  the  county,  two 
citizens  for  New  Sarum,  two  burgesses  for  Downton,  two  for 
Derizes,  two  for  Chippenham,  and  two  for  Malmesbury,  with  t&eir 
manuoaptors  or  sureties  for  their  appearance  in  parliament ;  and  in 
his  return,  he  further  says,  that,  ^^  the  writ  was  sent  to  the  con- 
stable of  the  castle  of  Marll)orough,  (because  it  could  not  be 
executed  by  the  sheriff  in  that  liberty)  and  to  the  bailiffs  of  the 
liberty  of  Calne  and  Worth,  who  each  of  them  returned  no  answer.** 

Here  it  is  apparent  that  the  sheriff  of  Wiltshire  sent  only  to  one 
city  and  six  boroughs  in  that  county  ;  but  three  years  previously 
to  this,  Old  Sarum,  Bedwin,  Cricklade,  Ludgershall,  and  Wilton, 
all  ia  the  same  county,  had  been  summoned,  and  returned  members 
to  the  first  parliament  of  king  Edward  the  first. 

In  the  returns  of  knights,  citizens,  and  burgesses  to  serve  for  the 
same  county,  in  the  12th  year  of  Edward  III.  in  a  parliament 
holden  at  York,  the  execution  of  the  writ  was  in  a  schedule  annexed 
to  it.  After  the  return  of  the  knights  for  the  county,  the  sheriff 
returns  two  citizens  for  New  Sarum,  two  burgesses  for  Wilton,  and 
two  for  Downton,  with  their  manucaptors  or  sureties.  ''  And  for 
two  burgesses  for  Marlborough,"  the  sheriff  says,  ^^  he  sent  the 
writ  to  the  constable  of  the  castle  of  Marlborough,  for  the  reason 
above  given,  but  that  he  received  no  answer" — and  immedialely 
concludes,  <^  there  were  no  more  cities  or  boroughs  within  his 
bailiwick,^* 

The  reader  will  here  observe  that  the  sheriff  sent  only  to  one 

city  and  three  boroughs,  although  the  boroughs  of  Old  Sarum, 

Bedwin,  Calne,  Chippenham,  Cricklade,  Devizes,  LudgershaU,  and 

Malmesbury,  had  elected  and  returned  members  to  parliament 

before  this  time.— J3r«Miy'#  Hist,  of  Boroughs^  p.  5% 
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nanifest  from  the  act,  that  in  every  borongh  (where  no 
mayor  presided)  the  bailiff  was  the  proper  officer  to 
whom  alone  the  precept  could  be  directed,  and  who 
was  to  make  the  return,  and  no  one  else  could  tegalfy 
assuqie  the  dutfe9  of  returning  officer. 

Mn  the  7th  of  Edward  the  fourth,  1466,  there  is  na 
indenture  extant  for  Taunton,  but  in  the  scbedafe  of 
the  names  returned  for  the  county  of  Somerset,  it  runs 
>hus :  **  The  manucaptors  of  William  Danvers  and 
Jlobert  Ashetill,  two  burgesses  chosen  for  jtbe  said 
.borough  of  Taunton,  are  Richard  Bunton  and  Thomas 
Wareyn. 

'  The  ne\t  return  is  in  the  1 2th  of  Ed waitd  the  fpHrtb, 
1471,  and  for  the  first  time  shews  the  qharadter  of  ttie 
returning  officer  for  this  borough.  It  is  in  these 
words: — 

'*  By  this  indenture,  William  Bodell,  bailiff  of  tb^ 
town  and  borough  of  Taunton,  delivered  to  John 
Cheverell,  sheriff  of  Somerset,  the  names  of  the  bur- 
gesses  of  the  same  town  and  borough,  chosen  for  the 
parliament  to  be  holden  at  Westminster,  the  6th  day 
of  October  next  following,  as  in  the  king*s  writ  to  the 
said  sheriff,  dated  the  18th  day  of  September,  in  the 
12th  year  of  Edward  the  fourth,  is  directed. 

'^  Burgesses  elected,  Edward  Aysheton,  William 
Danvers. 

"  The  electors  of  the  burgesses  above-named  are 
John  Best,  John  Wyse,  Thomas  Wareyn,  and  others. 

*'  In  witness  whereof,  to  these  indentures,  as  well  the 
bailiff'  aforesaid,  as  the  said  sheriff,  have  alternately 
put  the  seals  of  their  offices.  Dated  a(  Taunton  ib» 
22d  day  of  September,  the  year  aforesaid." 
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^  Tbe  next  return  that  is  found  is  in  the  I7th  ef 
Edward  the  fourthi  and  that  is  the  latest  return  for 
thid  boroug^b  to  be  found  jn  the  Tower.  Prom  that 
period  to  the  Reformation,  not  a  sing^le  return  is  to  be 
discovered,  either  there  or  in  any  other  place. 

'  This  return  is  as  follows : — 

'^  This  indenture  made  between  William  Berkeley, 
sheriff  of  Somerset,  of  the  one  part,  and  the  bailiffs  of 
the  borough  of  Taunton,  and  John  Grobham,  John 
.Wynne,  James  Boys,  and  John  Sarger,  burgesses  of 
the  same  borough,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth,  that 
the  same  baiUffs  and  burgesses  have  chosen  Edwacd 
Ashton  and  Robert  Lovelord,  burgesses  of  the  said 
borough,  to  be  present  at  the  parliameut  to  be  holden 
at  Westminster,  on  the  16th  day  of  January  next^&c. 
In  witness  whereof,  as  well  tne  seal  of  the  sheriff  afore* 
said,  as  the  seals  of  the  bailifis  and  burgesses  aforesaid, 
alternately  are  put,.  &c." 

*  That  these  bailiffs  were  the  head  officers  of  the 
town  there  can.  be  no  doubt,  and  as  the  bishop  of 
Winchester  was  lord  of  the  manor,  he  has  the  right  to 
appoint  the  bailiff;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
exercised  the  right  of  nominating  that  officer  until 
the  following  year,  when  for  the  first  time  he  appointed 
the  said  William- Bodell,  who  was  the  bailiff  of  the 
town  before  he  was  the  steward  and  bailiff  of  the  whole 
lordship  and  town ;  and  the  bishops  of  Winchester  have 
continued  to  exercise  the  right  of  appointment  from 
that  time  to  the  present. 

'  The  next  returns  which  can  be  found  for  this 
borough  were  made  by  the  bailiff  appointed  under 
letters  patent,  by  the  bishop  of  Winchester;  and 
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the  future  returns  were  all  made  by  this  officer,  with 
Ihe  interruption  of  about  thirty  years,  until  the  town 
obtained  a  charter,  from  which  period  the  mayor  be- 
4^me  the  returning  officer,  under  the  act  of  the  23d 
of  Henry  the  6th. 

'  The  first  return  to  be  found  after  the  Reformation 
is  in  the  first  year  of  queen  Mary,  1553,  and  is  as 
YoUows: — 

^<  This  indenture,  made  the  22d  daye  of  Septemb* 
in  the  fyrste  year  of  the  reigne  of  our  most  dreade 
soveraign  Ladye,  Mary,  by  the  grace  of  Gob,  of 
England,  France,  and  Ireland,  Quene,  defender  of 
the  faythe,  and  in  earthe,  of  the  Church  of  England 
.and  also  of  Ireland  the  supreme  head,  Betwyxte  John 
.fiogers,'Knyghte  of  Shyre  of  the  county  of  Som*  of 
-thonepartye,and  the  bailifiTand  other  inhabytants  of  the 
bucrough  of  Taunton  aforesaid,  of  the  other  partye, 
wytnesseth,  that  the  said  baylifi^,  with  the  expresse 
assent,  consent,  and  agreement  of  all  the  then  haby- 
tants  and  burges  of  the  said  burrough  of  Taunton,  in 
the  county  aforesaid,  have  nomynated,  appointed, 
elected,  and  chosen,  and  by  these  our  presents  doe 
nomynate,  electe,  appoint,  and  chuse,  James  Basset 
and  Jacques  Wyngfyeld,  esquires,  burgesses  of  and 
fbr  the  said  burrough,  to  attend. the  qoene*s  majesty 
most  high  court  of  parlyament  next  to  be  holden, 
which  shall  begyn  at  Westminster,  the  vth  daye  of 
October  next  coming,  then  and  there  to  doe  those 
thing's  to  the  uttermost  of  theyr  power,  which  to  the 
said  parlyament  shall  ap'teign  and  belonge.  In  witness 
whereof  to  theyse  said  indentures  we  have  set  the 
ammum  seal  of  the  said  burrough  of  Taunton.  Ye?en 
the  daye  and  year  abovesayd." 
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*  The  next  return  is  made  in  the  first  and  second 
of  Philip  and  Mary,  1554,  by  Walter  Halse,  the 
bailiff  appointed  under  letters  patent  of  the  bishop  of 
Winchester,  and  confirmed  by  the  dean  and  chapter 
of  the  same,  and  is  as  follows : — 

''  This  indenture,  made  at  the  boro*  of  Taunton, 
in  the  county  of  Somerset,  the  28th  day  of  Octoberr 
in  the  1st  and  2d  years  of  the  reign  of  Philip  and  Mary^ 
by  the  grace  of  God,  king  and  queen  of  England, 
France,  Naples,  and  Jerusalem,  and  Ireland,  defenders 
of  the  faith,  princes  of  Spain  and  Sicily,  archdukes  of 
Austria,  dukes  of  Milan,  Burgundy  and  Brabant, 
earls  of  Haspurge,  Flanders,  and  Tyrol,  bet*  sir  John 
Tregonwell,  knt.  sheriff  of  the  county  aforesaid,  of  the( 
one  part,  and  Walter  Halse,  bailiff  of  the  borough  of 
Taunton,  and  the  burgesses  of  the  same  burrough,  in 
the  aforesaid  county,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth,  that 
the  aforesaid  bailiff  and  burgesses,  by  virtue  of  a  pre- 
cept of  the  sheriff  of  the  county  aforesaid,  to  them 
directed,  have  elected  for  the  borough  aforesaid,  two 
burgesses,  that  is  to  say,  Thomas  Eden  and  John 
Norrys,  esqrs.  who  have  full  power  for  the  boro* 
aforesaid,  to  do  and  consent  to  those  things  which  at 
the  parliament  of  the  said  king  and  queen  at  West- 
minster, the  12th  day  of  November  next,  shall  be  then 
and  there  to  them  enjoined.  Tn  witness  whereof,  as 
well  the  aforesaid  sheriff,  the  seal  of  his  office,  as  the 
aforesaid  bailiff  and  burg-esses^  their  common  seal^ 
have  interchangeably  put  to  these  indentures,  the  day 
and  year  aforesaid/' 

^  And  in  the  4th  and  5th  of  Philip  and  Mary,  1558^ 
there  is  another  return  by  the  same  Walter  Halse^ 
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the  patent  bailiff,  and  the  burgesses,  which  return  i^  in 
the  following  words : — 

'<  This  indenture  made  the  16th  day  of  Jannaryt  hi 
the  4th  and  dtb  years  of  the  reign  of  Philip  and  MarjF^ 
by  the  grace  of  God,  of  England,  Spain,  France,  bothe 
the  Sicilies,  Jerusalem,  and  Ireland,  king  and  quefen, 
defenders  uf  the  faith,  archdukes  of  Austria,  dukes  of 
burgundy,  Milan,  and  Brabant,  earls  of  Uaspnrgv^ 
Flanders,  and  Tirol,  between  Walter  Halse^bailiffdf  th^ 
boro*  of  Taunton,  and  the  burgesses  there,  of  the  oiife 
part,  and  Humphrey  CoUes,  esq.  sheriff  of  the  conh'ty 
cf  Somerset,  of  the  other  part,  witnesseth,  that  we  lUe 
jaid  bailiff  and  burgesses,  with  the  unanimoos  coflient 
and  Bssent  of  us  and  of  the  whole  commonklty  of  ibe 
boro*  aforesaid,  haye  made,  ordained,  aind  in  onr  pUsct 
pnt  Valentine  Dale,  Doctor  of  Laws»  and  fiicbltrd 
Myrfyelde,  gent,  for  the  parliament  of  the  afoiPesftid 
lord  and  lady,  king  and  queen,  on  the  SOtb  day  df 
January  next  ensuing,  to  be  holden  at  WestminMlV^ 
(6oD  willing')  giving  to  the  aforeiiaid  Valentine  Dtffe 
and  Richard  Myrfyelde  full  power  and  adtbority,  for 
iis  and  in  our  name,  to  consent  to  those  things  wbfcifa  in 
the  aforesaid  parliament  shall  happen  to  be  ordained* 
In  witness  whereof  we  have  put  our  seal  to  these 
presents.  Dated  at  Taunton  aforesaid^  the  day  s^d 
year  aforesaid/* 

*  It  has  already  be^n  observed,  that  from  the  12th  df 
Edward  the  fourth,  to  the  I4th  of  Elizabeth,  the  blsillff 
appointed  under  letters  patent  by  the  bil^hop  6f  Win- 
chester, either  in  his  character  of  bailiff,  or  by  his  ifiik^, 
made  the  returns  either  separately  Or  \Vith  the  btii^l^es; 
M  daring  ihe  latter  part  of  the  itiignofE^zkhtXh,  il 
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seems,  from  some  cause  unexplained,  there  was  a  non^^ 
user  by  the  patent  bailiff  of  his  office  of  returning^ 
oflSlcer,  and  the  common  constables,  (chosen  in  the 
bishop's  court-leel,)  with  the  burgesses,  exercised  tb^ 
right  of  returning  the  members  for  the  borough,  arid 
from  jthe  14tb  of  Slizabeth^  to  the  30th  of  her  reign, 
made  four  returns. 

^In  the  first  year  of  king  Charles  the  first,  the 
constables  were  joined  in  niiaking  the  return  by  the 
baiJilTs  of  tjie  borough,  chosen  also  in  the  bishop's 
court-leet,  the  Jbs^ilifi^s  signing  after  the  constables. 

'  {n  the  second  year  of  Charles  the  first,  1G27,  the 
town  obtained  a  charter  of  incorporation,  whiclf^ 
although  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  right  of  election, 
nor  wit;h  the  returning  o^cer,  changed  however  the 
constitution  of  the  town  and  borough,  and  invested  the 
civil  power  in  the  hands  of  a  mayor,  justice,  aldermen, 
and  burgesses.  In  1660  the  town  lost  this  charter, 
but  in  the  year  1677,  the  inhabitants  obtained  a  new 
one,  as  has  been  already  mentioned,  which  expressly 
confirmed  to  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  his  succeSr 
sors,  all  the  privileges,  pre-eminences,  and  emoluments 
enjoyed  by  any  of  bis  predecessors. 

^From  the  grant  of  the  first  charter  in  1627,  until 
the  year  1792,  the  mayor,  as  chief  magistrate  of  the 
borough,  acted  as  returning  officer,  sometimes  making 
(he  return  jointly  with  the  burgesses,  and  at  other 
times  under  the  seal  of  the  corporation ;  but  in  the 
latter  year,  the  corporate  body  having  become  less  ii^ 
mimber  than  the  majority  of  the  mayor  and  capital  and 
infeiior  burgesses  together,  the  charter  became  n^]X&^ 
£ed,  and  the  corporation  virtually  dissolved^ 
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<  At  the  next  general  election^  howeveriin  1796,  sir 
Thomas  Gunston,  the  person  who  had  been  elected 
mayor  on  the  expiration  of  the  mayoralty  of  Dr. 
Cabbell,  in  1 792,  and  who  considered  himself  the  mayor 
defactOj  made  the  return^  but  Mr.  Moreland,  then 
one  of  the  members^  doubting  his  right,  had  another 
return  made  by  the  constables  and  bailiffs^  cfaoMa 
in  the  court-leet. 

Since  the  election  of  1796,  there  was  a  single 
one  in  1800,  on  the  death  of  sir  Benjamin  Hammet, 
when  his  son  Mr.  John  Hammet,  being  the  only 
candidate,  and  the  old  mayor  {de  facto)  being  dead, 
he  was  returned  by  the  constables  and  bailifis. 


Previous  to  the  revolution,  Charles  II.  and  James  IL 
made  every  effort  to  extend  and  establish  that  pren^^ 
tive,  in  the  abuse  of  which  their  royal  father  had  lost 
hb  life.  After  the  settlement  of  the  prince  of  Orange 
on  the  throne,  and  the  accession  of  the  houseof  Hanover, 
Tery  vigorous  struggles  were  made  by  the  friends  of 
the  Stuarts,  to  bring  in  the  supposed  representative  of 
that  family.  These  oppositions  of  course  extended 
themselves  to  the  boroughs;  and  the  seasons  of  election 
were  the  opportunities  which  each  side  warmly  endea- 
voured to  improve,  to  the  advancement  of  their  own 
views  and  interests,  by  setting  up  and  supporting,  as 
candidates,  gentlemen  of  very  different  sentiments  and 
attachments.  With  these  political  and  public  objects^ 
personal  prejudices,  partialities,  and  interests  are  often 
blended,  to  foment  contests  and  heighten  animosities. 
Some  of  the  more  interesting  of  these  oppositions  and 
circumstances  of  importance  connected  with  the  returns 
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at  other  times,  it  may  be  expected,  should  undergo  a 
review  in  a  history  of  the  town. 

The  gentlemen  elected  to  represent  this  borough  in 
the  parliament  called  immediately  after  the  restoration 
were  Thomas  Gorges  and  William  Wyndham,  esqrs. 
who  owed  their  seats  to  the  management  and  influence 
of  the  crown.      The  long  sitting  of  the  pensionary 
parliament  of  1 661,  while  it  tended  to  rivet  on  the  people 
the  chains  of  slavery,  precluded  the  efibrts  of  a  contested 
election.     The  vigorous  and  distinguishing  part  taken 
in  the  election  of  1681,  by  Mr.  John  Hucker,  a  serge- 
maker,  eventually  drew  upon  him  the  severest  effects 
of  royal  indignation.    He  was  a  captain  of  foot  in  the 
duke  of  Monmouth's  army,  and  was  taken  prisoner  in 
the  day  of  battle.   Oreat  intercession  was  made  for  his 
life;  but  his  having  been  a  principal  person  in  the 
management  of  elections  was  a  bar  to  his  pardon.  In  a 
letter  to  a  friend,  a  little  before  his  execution,  he  left  this 
manly  and  proper  vindication  of  himself  in  this  respect. 
**  As  to  elections  of  members  of  parliament,  I  judge  it 
my  birth-right,  and  therefore  was  industrious  in  it; 
but  I  hope  never  did  (I  am  sure  never  intended) 
troublesomeness  to  any  in  it,  but  especially  to  my 
superiors.    I  had  ever  a  venerable  and  due  esteem 
of  magistrates,   as  the  ministers  of  God,  and  they 
administering  an  ordinance  of  God.** 

The  illegal  and  cruel  proceedingsof  judge  Jeffreys 
and  of  colonel  Kirke  naturally  filled  the  country  with 
terror,  and  made  it  easy  for  the  court  to  carry  two' 
members  favourable  to  their  views.  But  in  1090, 
beings  the  first  parliament  of  king  William,  two  gen* 
tlemen  were  elected^  attached  to  the  principles  of  the 
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revolution ;  namely,  Mr.  Clarke  and  l!^r.  Speke. 
Mr.  Speke  had  escaped  frooi  ^he  kiqgdopi),  andspeqf 
his  time  in  travel,  till  the  revolution  ;  a  proclamation 
ha^ying  been  issued  against  him,  in  the  proce^n^ 
ag;^st  the  adherents  to  the  duke  of  Monmou^l}.  Qi| 
f^ipily  suffered  heavily  for  that  cause. 

]||r.  Claf*k^  v?as  the  gentleman  at  whp^  dejiire  tl|^ 
gr^t  Mr.  Locke  wrote,  and  to  whopi  fa^  dedicat^ 
^  e^ce^ent  tr^tise  on  <^jUi/ca;t^n.     Th^e  dediipatio^ 
90|iclu4es  wi;th  a  testimony  to  th^  char^ter  of  ]^|u 
Clj^tke,  which  will  reflect  lasting  ho^u/r  op  jbi^s  ]i^^« 
mfijcf.    "  My  affctctifpn  to  you,"  b^^s  Itfr.  Lq^^^ 
^(^ing  of  hi^  tract,  **  gave  ^e  fi^j^  r\3^  to  it,  ^gofl  ^ 
aifi  .plefkaed  tl^at  I  can  leave  t^  postarijty  Uuf  mf^ljf^  f^ 
^^  friendship  4^t  ^as  been  bcAwis^t  us.    Fof  \  jb^^l^ 
no  gi^ter  pleasure  in  this  life,  nor  a  ^tter  ,r^fDei|i- 
brf^Qce  .to  be  left  behind  o^e,  t\ian  a  ^g  cf^timu^ 
fr^tpflship  with  wi  ^iief<,  tffg^ui,  on^  nnfrtj^^  iffOf^  ^ 
kfoer  qfhif  Cfnu^.    7th  M^rcb,  ^§p»,"     J^t  ^ 
cr^it  to  the.tpixrn  of  Taunton,  ^at  ^^pfi  a  .ipi^p  .^m 
its  represi^nt^fiYe  in  seven  pair|iaai^nts;  ^dit  ,is  a 
pf^sqmption,  that,  inuring  that  peifjod,  a  gr^t  {)um^<^ 
of  tlie  electors  p^id  a  just  reg^^  to  $!?/?  ffiftl^l  m4 
pql^^ic^l  coijdftct  of  their,  p)ieijib/er,and,jrefe  in^g^j^^ 
by  triily  patriotic  principles.     He  did  not,  ,in4^» 
regain  his  seat  without  oppo^||;jion.    Ip.th^^.ele9(^f}p,9f 
X^J^f  there  M^as  a  thjrd  candidate,  JM[r..Pjqicfiy^ni,^d 
ip  J698,  four  gentlemen  o^ered  thef^sj^lyj^js  .f;p  ^pfe^: 
sfmt  the  borough ;   the .  two  who   ^aii  b^ eq  .fijitk^ 
mf m^bers  in  ^he  preceding  p^rlidif^^  .aijd  ]^M¥ 
SeywQur  JPortBR?!^,  e^.  ^nd  Frs^icifii  jip!tMur|,jeaq, 
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Oeneral  Electionf   1714. 

The  dissolution  of  parliament,  by  the  death  of  queen 
Anne,  and  the  accession  of  George  I.  to  the  throne, 
bh>ught  on,  at  Taunton,  and  in  maay  places,  a  violent 
contest,  betv^een  the  parties  into  which  the  kingdom 
wa§  then  divided.  The  members  returned  by  the 
mayor,  as  duly  elected  for  this  borough,  were  sir 
Francis  Warre,  bart.  and  Henry  Portman,  esq.  The 
number  of  votes  for  the  former  gedtleman  was  stated 
to  be  637,  and  for  the  Istter  696.  The  other  candU 
dfttes  were  Witlisim  Pynsent  and  James  Smith,  esqts. 
imd  the  votes  fer  eacb  of  them  were  reokoned  at  9S1. 

William  Pynsent  and  James  Smith,  esqps.  and  their 
friends,  ^were  greatly  dissatisfied  witfh  the  conduct  of 
the  mayor,  and  petitioned  against  bi#  return.  The 
petitions  of  the  candidates,  and  of  the  inhabitants 
attached  to  their  interest,  severally  set  forth,  in  genemi, 
the  pdrtiality  <yf  the  returning  officer,  in  refusing  the 
rotes  of  several  persons  who  had  a  right  to  vote,  and 
offered  the  same  for  the  petitioners^  and  in  admit* 
ting  others  to  rdte  for  sir  Francis  Warre  and  Jf  r. 
Portman,  who  had  no  right  so  to  do  :  and  that  other 
corrupt,  undue,  and  unwarrantable  practices  were 
miiuie  use  of  by  «ir  Francis  Warre  and  Mr.  Portman, 
and  their  lagents,  before,  lit,  and  after  the  election,  to 
the  great  wrong  and  injury  of  the  petitionera. 

The  petition  of  the  inhabitants  particularly  repre« 
iented,  thltt,  by  the  illegal  conduct  of  the  mayor.  Use 
poll  of  the  borough,  which  nsualiy  in  time  past  bad 
eonsifeCed  of  about  six  hundred,  now  amounted  to 
above  one  thousand ;  and  thM  he  refused  to  grants 

ftcMtSny  to  <he  ^i  fhofttgb  «leaMiided  by  Mr;  PyrneMt 
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and  Mr.  Smith,  and  frequently  desired  by  several  of 
tbe  petitioners. 

The  counsel's  brief  formed  on  these  petitions  pro^ 
ceeded  on  the  ancient  constitution  of  the  borough, 
particularized  the  ille^l  practices  complained  of,  and 
classed,  as  well  as  ascertained,  the  namber  of  votes^ 
which  the  petitioners  proposed  to  disqualify. 

With  regard  to  the  constitution  of  the  borough  it 
was  pleaded,  that  the  borough  of  Taunton  was  a 
borough  by  prescription,  consisting  of  six  tythiogs; 
namely.  East-street,  Fore^street,  North-street,  High- 
street,  PauFs^treet,  and  Shuttem  ;  containing  aboat 
three  hundred  distinct  houses  and  no  more;  and  had  sent 
two  members  to  parliament  from  time  immemorial; 
and  that  the  ^rtreeves,  before  the  town  was  incorpo- 
rated by  king  Charles  the  first,  were  the  retomiog 
officers. 

That  since  that  charter,  and  the  charter  of  king 
Charles  II.  (neither  of  which  charters  meddle  with 
tbe  right  of  election,)  the  mayors  had  retmtied  the 
precept ;  which  power  of  returning  the  petitioners  did 
not  controvert ;  and  that  by  those  cliarters  tbe  corpo- 
ration was  extended  through  the  two  whole  parishes 
of  Taunton  Saint  Mary  Magdalen  and  Taunton  Baint 
James,  which  are  large  parishes ;  so  that  tbe  corpo- 
ration is  very  much  larger  than  the  borough. 

That  the  right  of  election  is  in  the  inhabitants, 
potwallers,  of  the  said  borough,  not  receiving  alma 
nor  living  in  alms-houses,  whether  settled  parishioners 
or  not ;  or  whether  they  bad  certificates  from  other 
parishes  or  not :  and  the  right  of  election  had  always 
stood  upon  this  footing,  till  the  year  1700,  when  the 
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inhabitants,  under  discharges  or  certificates,  were  first 
denied  to  vote,  on  one  side ;  while,  on  the  other  side, 
inhabitants,  under  the  same  predicament,  were  received 
to  vote,  their  discharges  being  suppressed  or  refused 
to  be  produced.' 

The  particular  allegations  of  unwarrantable  prac- 
tices, set  forth  in  the  petition,  were, 

1st.  That  now,  and  at  former  elections,  many 
foreigners  had  been  encouraged  to  come  into  the 
borough  a  short  time  before  the  election,  leaving  their 
families  and  goods  in  other  parishes;  that  ten  or 
twenty  of  this  description  had  been  in  it  house,  where 
there  had  not  been  above  two  or  three  chimneys,  and 
had  polled,  and  as  soon  as  the  elections  were  over, 
went  away  again. 

2d.  That  previously  to  the  election,  a  number  of 
poor  men  had  been  struck  out  of  the  parish  pay-roll, 
and  maintained,  by  the  bye,  till  the  election  was  over, 
and  then  entered  in  the  pay-roll  again. 

3d.  That  licences  had  been  taken  away  from  inn- 
keepers and  ale-house-keepers  on  account  of  their 
votes ;  that  four  pounds  a  piece  had  been  paid  for  them 
again ;  and  some  were  not  yet  restored  to  them. 

4th.  That  some  had  been  raised  and  others  abated 
in  their  rates,  on  account  of  their  votes. 

6th.  That  some  had  been  threatened  to  be  starved, 
in  case  their  necessities  should  oblige  them  to  apply 
for  parish  aid ;  and  others  had  been  denied  relief  on 
casual  wants. 

'  This  was  a  contest  between  sir  Francis  Warre  and  Mr.  Baker, 
on  Mr.  Portman,  who  had  been  chosen  both  for  Taunton  an^  Wells^ 
choosing  to  stand  for  the  latter  place. 
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6th.  That  several,  after  the  election,  had  beea 
iwirarded  for  their  votes,  by  parish  pay. 

7ih.  That  oat  of  .jdiesame  house,  one  vote  had'beea 
refused,  on  the  plea  that  the  boose  was  .not  ia  the 
borough ;  and  yet  another  admitted. 

6th.  That  many  had  been  made  ifreeoo^i  gratis^  in 
order  to  multiply  votes. 

f9th.  That,  for  the  same  fmrpose,  stningMni  had  been 
taken  in,  and  made  parishioiiers,  and  the'paf!ish.dam» 
rii6ed  thereby. 

10th  That  poor :  men  had  been  rated,  to  inoveaie 
the  aainber«if  sootand  let  men,  on  one  side  ;<  and  others, 
on  the  other  ;side,  had  been:  struck  out. 

11th.  That  at  the  time  of  the  dection,  the  upaj^or 
would  not  giv^the  agents  of  the  petitioners*  time  to 
make  ofajectiojui. 

'  TJie  npetttion:  further . alleged,  that  though -.abare 
enethousand:  were  admitted  to. pcdl  at.  this  elec^n, 
yet,  on  a  narrow  scrutiny  made  into  the  whole  parish 
by  the  surveyors  of  the  highways,  there  were  not 
one  thousand  housekeepers  in  the -whole-  paridh ;  nor 
full  seven  hundred  within  the  borough. 

The  petitioners  proposed  to  disqualify  voters  for  the 
gentlemen  returned  as  members, 

1.  Of  Minors  and  apprentices,    36 

2.  Alms^^men,     -     .    -    «    60 

3.  Out4ivers,     ...     .:  108 
:  4.        Not  housekeepers,   *    -  107 

5.         Charity-men,      ...  139 

Total, 600' 

'  From  the  peQUons  and  the  coanid's  brief^  commuicBted  by 
Mr.  Norris. 
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The  hbase  received  the  preceding  )>etition8,  aiid^pro- 
ceeded  to  the  hearing'  of  the  merits  of  the  election  for 
the  borough  of  Taunton,  on  Thursday,  July  28th,  i1ll6. 
The  petitions  were  read,  and  counsel  on  both  elides 
were  heard,  and  withesdes  were  examined,  cunc^min^ 
the  right  of  election.     After  the  counsel  withdretr, 

//  w(ts  r€9dlvedt  That  the  right  of  election  of  bur- 
gei^ses,  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  bdroogh  -6f 
Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  is  in  the  itk'habtMnts  , 
within  the   said  borough,  being  potwaltirs,  and  mot 
receiving  alms  or  chariHy.^ 

The  further  hearing  of  the  merits  of  the  eleetioh 
Was  then  adjourned  mitil  Saturday  morning'  next. 

On  Thursday,  August  I  Ith,  the  house  proceeded ; 
when  the  petitioners*  coutt^el  insisted  upon  the  ^dis- 
qualifying several  peiisons  who  voted  for  the  sittSiig 
members,  on  account  of  their  having  received -ihe 
charities,  called  the  Tcilvn  C%o9%,  which  is  Vcl^fiedin 
feoffees,  and  Meredith's  Charity :  rind  a  bo6k '  was 
produced,  wherein  was  entered  the*  account  of  %he 
disposition  of  the  ihwn  charity.  The-  counsel  for  the 
sitting  members  objected  to  tfad  ifaid  bo6k  beikig lifted 
as  evidence.  When  the  counsel,  on  both^ sides/' had 
beeii  heard,  and  were  withdrawn, 

It  was  resolved,^  That  the  a'ceoont  o^Jeffer^  Pysing^ 
steward  and  bailiff  of  the  lands  and  tenements  belohg- 
'  ing  to  the  town  of  Ihuntan^  in  the  county  of  S&mirset, 
fr6mDec.2Tst,  1713,  toDec.2l«t,  17M,  (in^«id  in 
a  book  entitled,  Tdiinton;  'An  Acccftrnt^book  of  the 
Ptqfitsofthi  Tmn  J>inii^;i6to,)  although  not  allowed 

'  These  termi^  wilt  be  found  precisely  defined  by  ibe  hovse^  when 
"we  cotn^  tb  tbe  p^tltioti  of  Topbaiii  md^  flsDMay . 
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and  signed  by  the  feoffees,  be  admitted  to  be  read  as 
« evidence. 

The  connsel  were  called  in  again,  and  Mr.  Speaker 
acquainted  them  with  the  said  resolution. 

Then  the  petitioners'  counsel  proceeded  to  diaqualify 
several  persons  named  in  the  said  account,  as  having 
received  the  said  charity  money ;  and  also  examined 
witnesses  to  prove  persons  having  worn  the  cloaths 
given  by  Meredith's  charity ;  and  also  to  some  persons 
coming  into  the  borough  by  certificate;  and  also 
examined  witnesses  to  prove,  that  several  persons,  who 
lived  in  the  borough  and  were  housekeepers  and  pot* 
wallers,  offered  to  poll  for  the  petitioners,  but  were 
refused  ;  and  also  to  some  particular  proceedingpi  (as 
was  insisted)  of  the  mayor  and  Mr.  Yard,  (who  was 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  borough:)  after  which 
die  petitioners'  counsel  summed  up  their  evidence,  and 
the  counsel  were  directed  to  withdraw. 

The  further  hearing  of  the  merits  of  the  election 
was  then  adjourned  till  Saturday  morning  next. 

Thursday,  August  18,  1715,  the  house  proceeded 
(according  to  order)  to  the  further  hearing  of  the 
merits  of  the  election  for  the  borough  of  Taunton,  and 
the  counsel  on  both  sides  were  called  in,  and  the  sitting 
members'  counsel  examined  several  witnesses  to  justify 
several  others  of  the  voters,  which  the  petitioners* 
counsel  had  objected  against;  and  also  insisted,  that  all 
such  persons  as  were  of  that  part  of  the  parish  of  Saint 
Mary  Magdalen  Taunton,  which  lies  within  the 
borough,  and  come  into  the  borough  and  boil  a  pot 
before  the  teste  of  the  writ  for  electing  members  to 
ierve  in  parliament,  have  a  right  to  vote  at  such 
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elections,  and  examined  several  witnesses  teaching  the 
same;  and  the  petitioners*  counsel  examined  witneMtes 
in  contradiction  thereof;  and  the  counsel  on  both 
sides  were  heard  thereto,  and  then  they  withdrew. 

And  a  motion  being  made,  and  the  question  being 
put,  that  persons  living  in  that  part  of  the  parish  of 
St  Mary  Mi^dalen,  in  the  town  of  Taunton,  which 
lies  out  of  the  limits  of  the  borough  of  Taunton,  who, 
at  any  time  before  the  issuing  of  writs  for  calling  a 
new  parliament,  take  a  room  and  boil  a  pot,  within  the 
said  borough  of  Taunton,  do  thereby  acquire  a  right  of 
Yoting  in  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia-^ 
ment  for  the  said  borough ;  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  counsel  were  called  in  again,  and  Mr.  Speaker 
acquainted  them  with  the  said  resolution ;  and  the 
sitting  members'  counsel  proceeded  to  examine  wit- 
nesses to  justify  other  voters  to  which  the  petitioners*^ 
counsel  objected^  and  then  the  counsel  were  directed 
to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  that  the  further  hearing  of  the  merits  of 
the  election  for  the  borough  of  Taunton  be  adjourned 
till  Saturday  morning  next. 

Saturday,  August  27th,  1715,  the  house  proceeded 
to  the  further  hearing  of  the  merits  of  the  election  fo^ 
the  borough  of  Taunton,  and  the  counsel  on  both  sides 
were  called  in ;  and  the  counsel  for  the  sitting  members 
proceeded  to  examine  witnesses,  to  disqualify  some  of 
the  voters  for  the  petitioners,  upon  account  of  their  re- 
ceiving charity,  and  particularly  as  to  a  charity,  called 
Saunders's  charily :  and  the  sitting  members'  counsel 
insisting  to  examine  as  to  that  charity  being  givJBn  ia 
the  year  17 13y  and  the  petitioners'  counsel  opposing 

y 
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tiiiir  examiiiiog  as  to  any  persohs  who  had  ndi  raoaiTad 
4hik  charity^  withm  a  year  before  the  election ;  Urn 
^omoteidy  ojk  both  sidet,  were  heard,  tovchh^Ae  tmmm^ 
aod  tbeto  tbey  withdrew. 

And  a  ttotion  being  mafde,  and  the  qiieation  facing 
pot)  tiiot  the  coteisel  for  Ihe  sitAng  memlMMi  fc« 
admitted  to  give  evidence  of  persons  harii%  tfecJ<Tdl 
^aiiDden*8  charity  before  the  2d  of  Fiefbraai^,l7W»'M» 
(whieh  was  exaetly  a  year  heibre  iHe  ^^i&dkm,}  it 
|pnsed  hi  the  tiegktive. 

The  rounsel  were  «alldd  in  agfciti,ttej  Mt,  Bpekkir 
"ac^ainted  them  with  the  said  resolotita. 

Then  the  Intiifig  urenfrbers*  comfsel  ipfcNfee&l  ttk 
^exitiirine  witnesses,  tonching  other  v<fte^4tMr11ie%kti* 
ticklers  having  ifeceived  other  dfaarities,  '*and  Vbb  for 
^dtng  two  voteis  io  the  sitting  meftibei%*fk]lH^iuldlAi» 
iktirder  to  disi^ualify  several  of  the  ^titidiiers'  fotem 
fer  bribery,  and  tonching  threats  aod  othbr  midiie 
proceedings  in  relation  to  the  election. 

Ordered,  that  the  further  hearing  of  the  merits  of 
the  election  for  the  borough  of  Taiinton  be  adjoumed 
to  Tuesday  morning  next. 

Toraday,  August  30th,  1715,  the  house  proceeded 
{according  to  order)  to  the  further  hearhig  of  the 
mMtM  bf  the  election  for  the  borough  of  Tanntoii ; 
and 'the  counsel  on  both  sides  ivere  called  in,  and  the 
petitioners*  counsel  ^amined  two  witness^  in  oidw 
to  discredit  two  of  the  sitting  itiembdrs*  witncssei. 
After  which,  the  isitting  members* 'counsel  sominad 
«p  the  evidence,  and  the  petitioners'  codnsel'i^ied, 
and  then  the  troonsel  1vithdl*ew. 

Tbetpiestion  heing  put.  That  sir  Frailcis  WanVf 


btrt.  U  duly  .elwt€4  a  burgess  to  serve  ip  this  pneieiit 
porliMieiitf  for  the  borough  of  Tauutoo,  in  the  county 
4>f  i^merset^  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  like  quertion  being  put,  with  respect  to  Hmry 
Portman,  esq.  it  also  passed  in  the  negative/  . 

Resolved,  that  William  Pynsent,  esq.  is  duly  elected 
to  serve  in  this  present  parliament,  for  the  said  borough 
of  Taunton. 

Resolved,  that  James  Smitib,  esq.  is  duly  elected  a 
IwrgMs  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament,  for  the 
borough  of  Taunton. 

Ordered,  that  the  clerk  of  the  crown  dp  attend  thvi 
Jmuse  to-morrow  morning,  to  amend  the  return  for  t|ie 
borough  of  Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Spmerset,  by 
razing  out  the  names  of  sir  Francis  Warre,  hart,  and 
Hi^nry  Portman,  esq.  and  inserting  the  names  of 
William  Pynsent,  esq.  and  James  Smith,  esq.^ 

The  parliament,  to  which  these  gentlemen  were 
thus,  in  consequence  of  their  petition,  returned,  rend^- 
ed  itself  remarkable  in  the  Unglish  history;  for, 
being  elected  to  sit  three,  they  passed  an  act  to  con- 
tinue their  Mats  for  seven  years.  This  has  been  thpoght 
a  violation  of  the  constitution,  aqd  a  stretch,  if  not 

'  Oa  ^ach  guettion  the  houie  ditided,  aod  the  nqe$  went  forth.  Oa 
the^rst  qaestioD,  the  tellers  for  the  j'eas  were  Mr.  Elford  and  Mr* 
Rolt,  thirtj.two.  Tellers  for  the  noes,  lord  William  Poulett  and 
Mr«  Minshnll,  serenty.two.  On  the  second  question,  the  tellers  for 
the  jreas  wece  Che  earl  of  Hertford  and  Mx.  Trela^wnj,  tUrty^oas. 
l^ftfep  for  1|m  n/9es,  Mr.  Yonge  and  Mr.  Drake,  siztj.n^i^e.    T* 

*  The  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and 
determinations  of  the  honourable  House  of  Commons  concerning' 
elections,  communicated  by  Mr.  Norris.    T. 
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a  breach,  of  the  trust  investted  in  them ;  the  eflfect 
^f  which  has  been,  perhaps,  to  increase  the  influence  of 
the  crown,  and' to  render  a  seat  in  parliament,  in  pro- 
portion as  it  lengthens  the  term  of  eojoyment,  a  more 
^important  object  of  acquisition. 

General  EtectioHf  1722. 
The  dissolution  of  the  first  septennial  parKameiit 
-was  followed  with  a  new  contest.  The  candidates 
^ere 'George  Dean,  esq.  <)f  Pyrland,  and  Goodenong^ 
Earle,  esq.  of  Barton,  near  Taunton ;  James  Smiih^es^. 
the  late  sitting  member,  and  John  Trenchard,  esq.  of 
'Dorsetshire.  The  numbers  that  voted  at  the  election, 
according  to  the  mayor's  books,  were^ 


JPor  Mr.  Trenchard,     432 
Mr.  Smith,       -    432 


Mr.  Dean,       -    -    205 

Mr.  Earle,      -    -    289 


Mr.  (Frenchard  and  Mr.  Smith,  according  to  this 
^rtatement  of  the  poll,  were  returned  representatiyes 
for  the  borough.  The  other  gentlemen,  Mr.  Dean  and 
Mr.  Earle,  demanded  a  scrutiny,  which  was  refused. 
They  then  petitioned  the  house,  complaining  of  the 
partiality  of  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  body  corporate^ 
professing  to  disqualify  two  hundred  and  sixty  of  the 
sitting  members'  votes,  and  to  add  to  their  own  poll 
sixty-six  persons,  whose  votes  had  been  refused  by  the 
mayor.*  But  the  petition  did  not  come  to  a  hearing, 
and  the  gentlemen  returned  kept  their  seats. 
«  Mr.  Trenchard,  descended  from  an  andent  and 

.    '  The  caaa  .f  th.  Ttanton  petittonen,    cmmtotcd  by 
Mr.  Way.    T. 
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^w^^lthy  family  of  Boxworth,  in  the  coanty  of  Dorset^ 
was  the  son  of  sir  John  Trenchard,  secretary  of  state 
la  William  III.     He  was  born  in   1669.     He  wasr 
designed  for  the  law,  and  applied  himself  with  great 
diligence  to  his  proper  studies^  till  he  was  called  to  the 
bar.     He  soon  laid  aside  his  profession,  but  gained 
great  eminence  of  character,  by  his  political  writings 
and  patriotic  conduct      In-  1698,  assisted   by>  Mr; 
Moyle,'  he  published  a  remarkable  pamphlet,  entitled, 
**  An  Argument  shewing  that  a  Standing  Army  is  in-* 
coos^stent  with  a  free  Government ;  and  absolutely  de- 
structive totheConstitittion  of  the  EnglishMonarchy/^ 
This  argument  was  further  enforced  by  '<  A  short 
History  of  Standing  Armies  m  England/^     These* 
pieces  attracted  attention,  and,  by  the  conviction. they 
carried  with  them,  contributed  greatly  to  the  procuring 
of  a  majority  in  parliament,  which  obliged  the  king,^ 
though  with  the  utmost  reluctance,  to  send  home  his 
Dutch  guards,  and  reduce  the  army  to  a  moderate- 
standard.     Several  occasional  pamphlets,,  as  various 
state  occurrences  arose,,  came  from  his  pen,  and  met 
with  a  respectful  reception  from  the  public.     But 
his  two  most  distinguished  works  were  his  '^  Cato*s 
Letters/*  and ''  The  Independent  Whig.''  The  object 
at  which  the  former  pointed  was  the  administration  in. 

■  Mr.  BiToyle,  the  son  of  sir  Walter  Moyle,  was  bora  at  hii 
father's  seat,  near  Loo,  in  Cornwall,  1673,  and  died  in  1736.  He 
was  a  gentleman  of  a  lerj  amiable  priTate  character,  and  possessed 
of  manj  excellent  virtues  :  he  had  the  cause  of  citII  and  religions 
liberty  so  much  at  heart,  that  he  never  omitted  any  fair  oppevtooity: 
of  contributing  to  its  support.  His  learning  was  deep  and  extent 
uwty  and  his  literary  reputation  was  great,  abroad,  as  well  as  at 
home.— BrUUh  Biography y  toL  Tiii.  p.  202}  320.   .T. 
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state ;  the  latter  was  directed  against  the  hierardbf  ttf 
the  church.  They  both  made  their  appearance  iti  At 
year  1 720.  The  former^  after  Mr.  Trenchard^a  death, 
Were  collected  together,  and  published  under  the  tidfe 
of  <'  Cato's  Letters ;  or  Essays  on  Liberty,  cinl  mid 
rdigious,  ahd  other  important  Subjects  t**  in  4  voludMl 
12mo.  The  editor,  in  his  preface,  recoMOiettds  thm 
to  the  public,  as  containing  impartial  lessoils  of  liberty 
and  virtue,  that  will  at  all  timet  be  found  fteaaonAfelA 
and  useful.  Many  papers  of  '<  The  Itade)^ndttiit 
Whig'*  were  written  at  Fluke-hmlite,  Taunton,  WliBB 
Mr.  Trenchard  Was  there  on  the  business  of  his  elMtkMl. 
They  also,  after  his  decease,  were  eoUecUMl  m^lfteir 
and  continued  by  his  assoeiale,  Mr.  GordoOf  iiWlttfft 
of  North-Britain ;  whom  Mr.  Trehchaird  AM  tMk 
into  his  hons^  afs  his  amanuensis ;  anld  wHi  WhMH  hH 
beieame  i!knited  by  the  closest  ties  of  ftietaidMup,  by  k 
kindred  spirit,  ^y  similar  studies,  and  Mited  UkUMSi} 
Mr.  Trenchard,  while  he  sat  in  the  hoWne^  IMfe  a 
leading  member ;  but  he  *tieore  oQt  the  spring^  of  9ih 
by  intenseneflis  of  mind  and  close  study ;  for  h^dife^  in 
the  55th  yedr  of  his  age,  on  the  Ktth  of  December, 
1723.  The  excellent  virtues,  which  his  private  life 
diq[>layed,  were  united  to  an  ardent  concern  for  libit 

'  Mr.  Gordon  was  editor  of  the  following  works :  <^  A  Cordial 
for  low  Spidts,"  in  S  toIs.  ISmo ;  and  <^  The  Pfttart  of  PrimlcMt 
and  Orthodoxy  Aaken,**  in  2  toIs.  These  hi^e  lieeli  sisto  iNb 
published,  and  the  latter  enlarged  into  4  vols,  by  the  Rev,  M n 
Baron,  Mr.  Gordon's  chief  work  was  the  iranstalioD  of 
with  additional  discourses.  He  was,  for  manj  yeatSy  ilit 
missloner  of  wine  licences  :  he  was  twice  murried  t  Mft  i«e6«l^%M 
Was  the  widow  of  bis^grtet  friend  Mr.  Tfenchahi.  Hii  dMlMOd^ 
British  Biograp^f  Vdl.  Viil.  p.  ei«tl,  M$.  nM.    9. 
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iater^t  of  mankiqfl,  Md  of  the  British  natioi^  and 
goreriiiiieot.  His  name  is  handed  do^n,  in  the  page*- 
i)f  biography,  as  that  of  '?  one  qf  the  worthiest,  one  of 
tbf  aM^tt  oee  of  the  most  useful  men  that  ever  adorned 
aiid  h^  bis  eomitrj :  bis  abilities  were  extraordinary^ 
tlHTiftiies  eflsinfnt,  and  bis  feiliaga  few  and  inconsi- 
denble/" 

The  town  of  Taonton  enjoyed  the  honour  and 
I enrii^  o^  such  a  representative,  pis  we  have  s^en,  only 
p^r  h  very  short  time ;  and  soon  found  itself  involve^ 
Hftifi  in  the  evils  and  feuds  of  an  election  contest.  Oa 
bi#diisi:^eas^f  (SeorgeDean,  esq.  and  Abraham  Ekon^  etq^ 
$tl90d  candidates  for  the  borough.  On  which  occasion 
tbere  vere  two  returns ;  one  executed  by  the  mayor,. 
HI  ft#«>lir  .of  Abraham  Elton,  esq.  the  other,  by  the 
C(M)s^bto»  wd  baHiffs,  and  several  of  the  inbabitantt, 
in  &four  of.  George  Dean,  esq.  This  last  was  tendered 
to  Walter  Robinson,  esq.  high  sheriff  of  the  county  of 
Somierset^  who  refused  to  accept  the  same,but  accepted 
imd  /executed  the  indenture  of  return  offered  by  the 
niayojr.* 

General  Eleciian,  1741 . 

9^  two  socceedipg  elections  of  1727  and  1734^ 
by  a  coalition  of  parties,  were  peaceable.  But  the 
yioLeBAB  of  party,  or  the  views  of  interest,  or  both, 
threw  the  town  into  tumult  and  confusion,  at  the 
general  election  of  1741 ;  when  sir  John  Chapman, 
of  London,  baronet,  and  John  Buck,  of  Bideford,  esq. 
W4M  elected,  in  opposition  to  Francis  Fane,  esq.  the 


P  Pr|tii)i  Bii^9p)i7,  vol.  tUL  p.  Ml— US.  8to.    T. 

^  The  coDsUbles'  petition  to  the  Commons  of  Great  Brittiof 


«>  *^ 
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representative  in  the  two  preceding  parliamentSy  wad 
Joshua  Iremonger,  of  London,  esq.  who  was  a  gentle- 
man of  established  reputation  for  virtuei  and  a  stricst 
regard  to  religion.'  But  the  virtues  which  form  the 
private  character,  and  the  integrity  which  distingfoishet 
the  member  of  parliament,  have  frequently  too  little 
weight  in  turning  the  scale  of  elections. 

General  EtecHon^  1754. 

The  parliamentary  history  of  Taunton  presents  • 
period  of  unanimity  from  1741  to  1754.  The  genenJ 
election  in  the  latter  year  was  conducted  on  the  prin- 
ciples of  a  coalition.  John  llalliday,  esq.  one  of  the 
representatives  then  chosen,  had  but  a  very  transient 
enjoyment  of  his  new  dignity.  His  friends  had  formed 
great  expectations  from  the  knowledge,  expeilbtoce^ 
and  integrity,  with  which  he  had,  for  many  years,  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  one  honourable  and  usefuloffice  in 
the  nation ;  and  promised  themselves  that  hewooldhave 
carried  into  a  higher  and  more  extensive  inhere  the 
same  activity  of  mind,  and  the  same  firm  attachment 
to  the  cause  of  religion  and  liberty,  which  he  had 
manifested  in  a  former  post.  But  death  disappointed 
their  hopes,  and  buried  his  rising  honours  in  darkness. 
He  was  returned  the  15th  of  April,  and  died  on  the 
0th  of  June  following,  without  having  taken  his  seat 
in  the  house.* 

The  death  of  Mr.  Halliday  was  followed  by  one  of 
ilie  most  severe  contests  that  ever  disturbed  a  town* 
The  parliament  being  prorogued,  when  Mr.  Halliday 

*  Dr.  Hughes's  Funeral  Sermon  for  Mrs.  Iremonger,  1744^ 
p.  C7,  68.     T. 

f  Dr.  Amory '8  Funeral  Sermon  for  John  Halliday^  mq*  p.  9S.  T% 


BISTORT  OF  TAUNTOlSr.  329 

1,  a  new  writ  wfus  not  issued,  till  the  time  of  its  meet« 
ing  in  winter.  But  two  gentlemen  soon  declaring  thenr^ 
sd  ves  as  candidates  to  represent  the  borough,  the  oppo- 
sition was  supported  with  spirit  for  about  half  a  year;  a; 
space  of  time  which  gave  full  scope  for  the  display  of 
every  manceuvre,  and  the  exertion  of  every  power,  by 
which  the  parties  could  counteract  each  other's  vie ws. 
The  houses  of  entertainment  were  kept  open  during  all 
this  time;  by  which  enormous  expenses  were  incurred ; 
habits  of  idleness  and  licentiousness  were  formed,  to 
the  great  injury  of  families,  and  of  the  woollen  manu- 
factory of  the  town,  (for  orders  could  not  be  executed, 
but  were  returned ;)  and  the  passions  on  each  side  were 
inflamed  to  that  degree,  that  the   election  did   not 
terminate  without  blood,  and  the  loss  of  several  lives» 
The  candidate  whom  the  country  party  supported  was 
sir  John  Pole,  hart,  of  Shute,  in  the  county  of  Devon : 
the  gentleman  to  whom  the  court  party  was  attached 
was  first  Robert  Webb,  esq.  a  representative  in  a 
former  parliament ;  and  on  his  declining  the  contest, 
they  took  up  Robert  Maxwel],  esq.  (afterwards  earl 
of  Farnham,)  who  was  returned ;  but  so  gfreat  was  the 
rage  of  a  disappointed  mob,  that  he  was  carried  from  the 
poll  to  his  lodgings,  at  the  great  risk  of  his  life,  which 
had  a  narrow  escape  from  their  violence.     The  mis- 
chiefs of  this  election   left  in  many  minds  a  painful 
remembrance;  and  should  teach  future  generations 
the  evils  of  a  long  and  premature  contest. 

General  Election,  1768. 

A  like  scene  of  tumult  and  commotion  was  opening 
again  in  the  year  1768.  The  candidates  were  lord 
Farnham  and  lord  Tbomond,  in  conjuncti<m;  and 
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Edward  Willes,  esq.  solicitor-geneFal,  and  Alexander 
PopbaiDt  69q.  Nearly  as  soon  as  the  canvass  was 
finished,  Mr.  WiUes  was  made  a  judget  and  to  hiai 
succeeded,  as  a  candidate,  Nathaniel  Webb,  esq.  The 
two  lords,  disgusted  with  some  perfidious  treatment 
they  had  received,  in  the  desertion  of  one  of  their  princi- 
pal friends  and  managers,  retired  from  the  eonteslr 
ami  left  the  field  to  Mr.  Popham  and  Mr.  Webb  ;  who^ 
without  any  other  obstruction  than  a  faint  oppoeitmi 
firpm  sir  William  Yea,  hart,  of  Pyrland,  were  returatd 
on  the  18th  of  March. 

Mr.  Popham,  who  now  for  the  first  time  had  a  seat 
in  the  house,  was  of  the  family  of  sir  John  Pophanou 
the  eminent  apd  qprigfit  lor4  chief  justice  of  the  king** 
bench,  in  the  reign  of  queen  ElizaJbeth.  The  cmae  of 
bumanity  owes  him  great  ^ligations  for  his  shans  in 
sey^al  public  acts  of  parLiament,  of  a  benoToleiit 
tendeoey ,  of  which  he  was  tbe  parent ;  particidarly  fior 
two^  both  passed  m  1 774 ;  one  for  preaejry  ing  the  hea&tli 
of  prisonei^  in  gaolsj  and  itfoe  ptber,  for  abolishing  the 
fsctt  that  k^  been  t;aken  from  prisoners  acquitted,  or 
discharged  by  prpkcJamation  for  want  of  prosecution  ; 
who,  by.iaw,arep£^(umed  to  be  innocent,  and  are  there- 
fore, under  jthe  prpteetion  wd  fXQfWPa  of  this  act, 
imaediately  set  4*ree  on  such  a^quittaH  or  discharge. 
There  was  a  :^g^fir  cirQumstance  attending  these 
bm^r/oleiit  stc^tnt^ ;  wJbidi  was,tiiat  Mr.  Popham  iiad 
occasion  to  call  the  tate  Mr.  Howard  to  the  bar  of  the 
house,  to  prove  the  state  and  condition  of  the  gaols, 
Wihicihhehfid  thenyifited  in  his  neigbbounhoodrinosder 
to  ishew  idle  necessity  of  die  regulations  recommended 
t^^mrUament.  Tiiisfirstintroducedthatpfailattliiropist 
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te  puUio  notice^  who  received  the  thanks  of  the  bouse 
Ibf  his  extraordinary  homanity;  which  encouraged 
him  to  proceed  in  his  humane  exertions,  and  to  carry 
his  enquiries  into  the  state  of  gaols,  to  the  wonder- 
fol  extent  to  which  he  afiterwards  pursued  them. 

To  Mr.  Popbam  also  the  alms-men  of  Mr.  Hntsh's 
diarity  were  indebted  for  the  advance  of  their  weekly 
allowance  to  two  shillings  and  eight-pence  per  week,  « 

the  original  appointment  of  the  founder,  from  two 
shillings  to  which  it  had  fallen ;  as  are  all  the  felons  ia 
the  different  prisons  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  for 
the  addition  of  one  penny  a  day  to  the  g^ol  allowance, 
which  originated  from  a  motion  made  by  him  when 
chairman  of  the  quarter-sessions  at  Bruton,  in  1 789« 

General  Eleetian^  1774. 

At  the  next  election^  Nathaniel  Webb,  esq.  offered 
himself  in  conjunction  with  Edward  ^ratferd,  esq* 
under  the  countenance  of  the  prime  minister  (who  was  * 

the  recorder  of  the  town,)  and  with  the  support  of  the 
corporation :  on  the  other  side,  Alexander  Popbam,  esq. 
and  John  Halliday,  esq.  appeared  as  candidates:  which 
opposition  drew  on  a  serious  and  axpeosiiFe  contestf 
fbe  final  decision  of  which  received  the  aw«nl  of  a 
committee  of  the  House  of  Commons.  The  proceed* 
ings  relating  to  this  election  are  too  interesting  to  be 
passed  over  without  a  miMite  detail 

Nsrthaiiiel  Webb  and  Edward  Stratford,  esqrs.  wbtb 
ffjtnmed  representatives  of  the  borough,  the  V%A  of 
October,  1774;  against  which  return  Alexander  Pop* 
ham  and  John  Halliday,  esqrs.  and  several  electors  of 
the  borough  of  Taunton,  lodged  a  petition  with  iha  %. 

hanoiinaile  dBoose  of  iJommona,  4hi  Fndt^  4k^  M4A 
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of  February 9  1775,  the  committee  was  dniseii,'  mni 
OD  Saturday  the  25th  of  Febroary  it  m^;  when  tlj^ 
petitions  were  read,  setting  forth/ 

'  The  comBitlee  coasisted  of  the  foOowios 
Frederic  Montigve,  eiq.  chumao,^ 
Sir  Janet  Pean  jmaB^  bart.  ... 

Abel  Smith,  etq 

Heibert  Mackworth,  esq.  ... 
Hon.  Charies  Marshan,  .... 
Sir  Watkin  WOliaiBS  Wynne,  bart. 
Bcamnont  Hodiaa,  esq.  •  •  .  • 
Sir  Henry  Bridseman,  bart.  ... 
Francis  Anneslej,  esq.    .    .    •    • 


4- 


Aldboroi^y  TorksUi«» 

CardiC 

Kent. 


W%an. 

Wcnlock. 

Readiif. 

Siaibrdshire» 

BeAsUre. 


^Newton, 


IJ  St.  MidiML 

I] 

n  I  Cardiganshire. 


Sir  William  Bagot,  bart.  .  . 
Christopher  Griffith,  esq.  -  - 
Jacob  Wilkinson,  esq.     ... 

Anthonj  James  Keck,  esq.  •    . 

Nominees* 

Of  the  petiUoiurM. 
Hon.  Thomas  Howard,    ... 

Of  the  titting  wtembers. 
Ylscoimt  Lisbume,     .... 

ConoseL 
For  the  petitioners.  |         For  the  sitting  members*. 

Mr.  Lee  and  Mr.  Morris.        I    Mr.  Gonld  and  Mr.  Hotchkim^ 

*  The  petitions  also  brought  forward  some  special  charges  against 
the  majoryoamelj,  That,  as  returning  officer,he  had  procured  himself 
to  be  appointed  mayor,  to  answer  election  purposes,  and  had,  from 
unnecessary  adjournments,  protracted  the  poll  from. the  10th  of 
October,  when  it  began,  to  the  1 8th. 

It  was  admitted,  by  the  counsel  for  the  petitioners,  that  the  mayor 
was  legally  elected ;  but  a  great  deal  of  eridence  was  gone  into,  to 
shew  that  he  was  not  ad? anced  to  the  mayoralty  in  regular  rotation^ 
but  had  got  into  the  office  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interest 
of  the  sitting  members,  and  had  acted  as  the  petitions  stated,  at  the 
election. 

After  a  considerable  time  had  been  spent  in  hearing  tins  sort  of 
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^^  That  the  mayor  had  rejected  many  legal  Votes, 
ivliich  were  tendered  for  the  petitioners,  and  admitted 
many  illegal  votes  for  the  sitting  members : 

**  That  the  petitioners  were  duly  elected,  by  a  great 
majority  of  legaL  votes,  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned : 

**  That  the  sitting  members  previous  to,  and  during, 
the  election,  were  guilty  of  bribery  and  corruption,  by 
themselves  and  agents. 

The  last  determination  of  the  right  of  election  in 
Taunton,  28th  July,  1715,'  proves,  that  in  the  borough 
of  Taunton  there  is  a  clear  distinction  between  alms 
and  charity ;  which  was  admitted  by  the  counsel  on 
both  sides.  **  Alms*'  means  parochial  collection,  or 
parish  relief :  '^Charity"  signifies  sums  arising  from 
the  revenue  of  certain  specific  funds,  which  have  been 
established,  or  bequeathed,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  poor. 

It  was  agreed  on  both  sides,  according  to  the  deter- 
mination of  the  house,  on  the  27th  of  August,  1715, 

ertdence,  the  chairman,  by  the  direction  of  the  committee,  asked 
the  counsel,  whether  they  wished  to  lay  such  a  charge  against  the 
returning  officer,  as  might  induce  the  committed  to  report  specially 
against  him  ;  or  whether  they  intended  to  affect  the  numbers  on  the 
poll,  by  any  undue  act  or  acts  of  the  returning  officer.  The  answer 
to  both  questions  was  in  the  negatiTe.  They  said,  they  only  meant 
to  gif  e  a  general  idea  of  his  partiality.  The  committee,  therefore, 
neither  acquitted,  nor  condemned  the  returning  officer  ;  but  were 
•f  opinion,  that  the  enquiry  into  his  conduct  was  not  necessary  to 
the  decision  of  the  merits  of  the  election,  and  consequently  waived 
pmch  enquiry.  Douglas's  History  of  the  Cases  of  ControTcrted 
Elections,  toI.  !•  p.  307-^369*  7. 
!  See  page  319. 
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on  the  petition  then  before  it^  ^  That  tteitber  etes  Mr 
charity  disqualify  an  elector  in  TaoBtaiiy  m}e«i  ll^f 
have  been  received  within  a  year  before  the  deetioK.*' 

It  «vfla  aspneed,  that  a  poi^wMer*  k  a  fi^mm  y^fh& 
focQJshes  Ms  own  diet,  whether  he  he  a  heasakeepirp 
or  only  a  lodger. 

Aad  it  was  agwped,  feat,  to  he  a  potp«aH(cr»  qMaiifled 
to  vote  at  TanatMif  it  tea  been  always  understood,  beiii 
before  and  since  the  deter minatioa,  io  iTlfi,  That  audb 
person  must  haire  a  i^fol  pmwskM  iettbmmi  im  Ike 
hffmigfk.  TbecanaseiforiheaitfingiDaiiibenAoagb^ 
that  ^eBtteoien  af  iortiHie  ^were  <exceptod  ant  ef  thb 
rale;  bat  ihcore  does  juit  aeamtto  be  any  fi^ukOfieMk 
which  ^ttoh  a  idistinietion  can  be  snf^fiorted. 

Tfbe  •QQoascd  Air  (lie  petitioners  ^Maii,  that  llie  jo«rw 
mdb  of  the  iiQiise  ikave  aecogviisedt  that  ajyiwlisai 
oamDitijie  fet.iwsAleni  qualified  to  vote. 


'  Before  the  refocmation  there  was  iQ.erery  pariih  a  chvjrfiu 
heme,  to  Which  belonged  spits,  pots,  crocks,  ike.  for  dressing  pfOb. 
visions.  Here  the  housekeepers  met,  and  were  merrj,  and  gave 
their  charity.  See  Holt's  Characters  of  the  Kings  and  Qaeens  of 
Eagland,  .ml.  ii«  p.-l'SO.  Query,  whether  this  eostom  doee  aei 
point  oat  the  origin  «m1  the  precise  idea  of  thep^itical  distinoliosi 
•f  lank  implied  by  the  word  pot* waller.  By  this  castom  it 
a^viiible  characteristic  of  »spec{fic  ability  and 
to  thoie  who  fitraished  their  own^protisions^;  k«ppoddott  toAaai 
wha^aat  of  thei£ood  of  othersas  servants,  or  partook  of  itaabona^ 
Iciaries.  TiM^castom  probably  arose  from  the  seardtyafcMsM^fS^ 
•aJioiMes  were  bailt^itkonly «ne»fire^plaoe.  laeariy  tiaMi^iUs 
distinctMNi  m^  carry(fpeatwoight«nd-*espect  iait,  pnao^paal 
af  ihasearcity.  of  moneyoaad  (to  prevtlenee  <tf  a^-slato  df-tUkSMiie, 
whibh  wanld  readerA.^ cf  tictMls^-valaaUs  4dad  ^e|mi|Sa< 
aMke  a  power  of  protidiog  th4ir  own  tftMo-toibt  ctaiiteid  ai^ 
degree  of  opulence.    T, 
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The  numbers  on  the  poll,  as  prodaced  by  the  return- 
ing officer,  were  as  follow : — 

FW  Nathaniel  Webb,  esq.       ...    260 
H^n.  Edward  Stratford,       .    .    240 

John  Halliday,  esq 202 

Alexander  Popham,  esq.       -    -    201 
The  counsel  for  the  p^tioners  proposed  to  disqualify 
of  the  voters  for  the  sitting  members. 

As  having  rcfceived  the  town  charity,     -  1 14 

-^ ^  the  churchwardens*  ^larity,  -      2 

Chelsea  pensioners  .......      3 

Not  having  settlements  in  Taunton  .    .     19 
Not  answering  the  definition  of  pot- 

Widlers       .---.----     16  or  16 

Certificate-*men  .....i*..      2  or    3 

Afiprentices        ........      2 

Bribery  agents  .----..-      2 

Total  -  169 
If  they  succeeded  in  this,  they  said  there  would  be 
m  clear  minority  for  the  petitioners ;  but  that,  at  all 
events,  for  they  did  not  foresee  what  objections  there 
iDight  be  to  their  own  votes,  they  would  proVe  the 
chaige  of  bribery  so  directly  and  palpably,  as  to 
4lisqualify  the  sitting  members  and  make  the  election 
void  as  to  them. 

In  the  eoiirse  of  the  proceedings  it  was  settled,  that 
Chekea  peitiUmers  might  vote. 

Posterior  to  the  determination  in  1715,  in  the]pro-' 
|;te88  ofthe  same  cause,  it  was  made  an  objection  to 
certain  Toters,  that  they  were  certificate-men.  From 
this  eircumstance  the  counsel  for  Mr,  Jlalliday  and 


336  HISTORY  OP  TAUNTONi 

Mr.  Popham  inferred,  that  it  was  understood,  at  t&at 
time,  that  such  persons  were  not  entitled  to  vote ;  and 
after  some  argument,  it  was  agreed  by  the  counsel  for 
the  sitting  members,  that,  by  the  lex  foci,  certificate^ 
men  cannot  vote/or  this  borough. 

The  counsel  for  the  sitting  members  endeavoured 
to  prove  fraud  in  the  distribution  of  the  charities,  with 
a  view  to  election  purposes;  and  they  brought  witneasei 
to  impeach  the  credit  of  those  who  had  given  positive 
evidence  of  bribery,   by   the  agents  of  the  sitting 
members. 

On  their  part  they  proposed  to  disqualify  of  the 
votes  for  the  petitioners. 

On  account  of  the  town  and  Meredith's  charities    2 
As  having  received  alms,  and  the  town  charity    1 
On  account  of  the  town  charity,  and  having  no 
settlement        ---.......7 

As  having  received  the  town  charity,  though 
their  names  were  not  entered  in  the  constable*8 
book,  who  is  the  person  appointed  to  distribute 
that  charity    -.-.......3 

As  being  the  turnpike-man 1 

As  having  no  settlement  -•-.•..7 
As  not  answering  the  definition  of  pot-wallers  7 
As  certificate-men    ....-.--.3 

Total    -  31 
They  also  endeavoured  to  prove  bribery  on  the 

petitioners. 

The  cause  lasted  from  the  24th  of  February  to  the 

19th  of  March.    On  the  latter  day,  the  committee,  by 

their  chairman,  informed  the  house,  that  they  had 

determined ; 
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That  John  Halliday,  esq.  and  Alexander  Popbam, 
esq.  were  duly  elected,  and  ought  to  have  been 
returned.*'* 

This  determination  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the 
country,  as  well  as  to  that  portion  of  the  electors,  who 
had  asserted  their  own  privileges  against  the  combined 
influence  of  the  minister  and  the  corporation.  On  the 
18th  of  March,  Mr.  Halliday  and  Mr.  Popham  made 
their  public  entry  into  Taunton,  accompanied  by  a 
great  number  of  gentlemen,  forming  a  cavalcade  of 
nearly  a  thousand  horse  and  many  coaches.  They 
alighted  at  the  bottom  of  the  parade,  and  walked 
under  a  triumphal  arch  up  to  the  market-house,  where 
an  entertainment  was  provided  in  the  assembly-room : 
the  day  was  spent  with  great  joy  and  convivialityy^ 
and  concluded  with  a  crowded  ball  and  a  general 
illumination. 

The  occasion  indeed  was  singular,  and  the  grounds 
ofjoy*  considered  in  a  constitutional  view,  just ;  and 
to  the  members,  and  those  other  gentlemen,'  who, 
animated  by  patriotic  principles,  were  particulftrly 
active  in  supporting  the  petition,  public  gratitude waii 
due  for  their  exertions  at  that  season. 

This  election  brought  after  it  serious  consequences. 
It  was  followed  by  various  actions  for  bribery  ;  and 

'  Douglas's  History  of  the  Cases  of  Controferted  Elections^  toL  i. 
p.  366—375.     T. 

*  From  a  memorandum  communicated  by  Mr.  Norris.     T. 

'  Posterity  should  know  their  names :  amongst  others  Mr.  Joha 
Norman,  Mr.  Joseph  Mclhuish,  Mr.  John  Clitsome,  grocer,  Mr. 
Joseph  Jeffries,  Mr.  Luke  Noble,  and  Mr.  John  Noble,  will  be 
particularly  remembered,  for  their  vigour  and  zeal  in  the  public 
cause,  at  that  time.    T. 

z 
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'tli0  mitydry  at  the  suit  of  e^ch  member,  wu  proMtatedl 
fur  a  faltt  retnrn  :  on  ono  he  wa«  acquitted,  and  mi  ^km 
other  convicted.  He  was  also  convicted  on  an  aetiiiB, 
(&r  refusing  the  vote  of  a  reputable  housekeeper,  vho 
at  th9  time  was  also  chnrphwarden,  on  the  plea  of 
having  before  admitted  io  poll  a  partner  in  the  eaiBa> 
Iiuuse,  and  having  laid  it  down  as  a  mlo,  to  roeeiT^ 
enl  J  one  vote  out  of  the  same  house.  Suph  actions  moat 
be  considered  as  important,  because  they  tei|d  to 
gnafd  the  invaluable  rights  of  election,  and  teaeh  a 
IfMon  of  great  caution  and  impartislity  to  retaroiag 
oiSeors. 

At  t}ie  general  eieotion  in  1780,  the  eaadidatea 
were  Aleiander  Popham,  esq.  John  Haltiday,  omj. 
ao^  John  Roberts,  esq.  afterwards  major*general 
Soberts,  who  had  been  the  mayor  in  1774.  Mr, 
Popham  declining  to  stand  the  poll,  the  other  two 
gentlemen  were  of  course  returned. 

In  1782,  the  death  of  general  Roberts  brought  on* 
another  election,  when  sir  James  Langbam,  bart. 
apd  Mr.  (afterwards  sir  Benjamin)  Hammet,  offered 
tfiemselves  to  represent  the  borough,  and  the  latter 
was  elected. 

In  1784,  a  sudden  dissolution  of  parliament  renewed 
lihe  struggles  of  electioneering.  The  candidates  wero 
Alexander  Popham,  esq.  Benjamin  Hammet,  esq. 
and  John  Halliday,  esq.  The  last  of  the^e  gentlemen 
now  judging  fit  to  retire  befDre  the  poll  commenced, 
the  other  two  were  declared  duly  elected,  and  resnmed 
their  seats  in  the  house. 

General  Election^  1790. 

The  dissolution  of  parliament  io  1790  brraght  <Mlf 
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with  a  new  election,  a  spirited  content.  The  candi- 
date* were,  on  one  side,  sir  Benjamin  Hammet,  and 
Alexander  Popbam,  esq.  the  representatives  of  the 
town  in  the  preceding  parliament ;  and  on  the  oiher 
side,  John  Haltiday  and  William  Moreland,  esqrs. 
The  poll  opened  on  Jane  the  28th,  1790,  and  did  not 
close  till  the  18th  of  Jaly,  having  lasted  fourteen  days, 
and  having  been  carried  on,  by  the  mayor,  with  unre- 
mitting assiduity,  for  every  day,  except  Sundays,  from 
nine  in  the  morning  till  seven  o* clock,  or  later,  in  the 
evening.    At  the  final  close,  the  numbers  were  found 

tebe. 

For  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet,     891 

Alexander  Popbam,  eeq.  257 
John  Halliday,  esq.  -  -  239 
William  Moreland,  esq.  183 
Upon  which,  the  first  two  gentlemen  were  declared 
duly  elected.  The  contest,  however,  did  not  terminate 
here ;  but  was  resumed,  and  followed  up  by  petitions^ 
lo^ed  with  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the  first  of 
December ;  one  from  the  unsuccessful  candidates,  and 
the  other  from  six  electors,  complaining  of  an  undue 
Section  and  return  for  the  borough.  On  the  4th  of 
December,  an  order  was  made,  for  taking  the  said 
petitions  into  consideration  on  Thursday  the  24th  of 
February,  1791.  On  the  16th  of  December,  the 
speaker  acquainted  the  house,  that  the  petitioners,  the 
candidates  and  electors,  had  not,  nor  had  either  of 
them,  entered  into  a  recognizance  in  respect  of  such 
petitions,  according  to  the  directions  of  the  act  of  the 
20th  Geo.  III.  entitled,  ''  An  Act  for  the  further 
regulfttien  nf  the  trids  of  coottroverted  elections,  or 
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returns  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament/*  UfKis 
thisi  the  said  act,  on  a  motion  of  the  house,. was  rend^ 
add  the  oiviers  for  taking  the  same  petitions  into 
-consideration  were  discharged/ 

A  short  time  previously  to  the  general  election  im 
1796,  Mr.  fopfaam  addressed  his  constituents,  inform^ 
ing  them  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  offer  himself 
again,  as  one  of  their  representatives,  on  which,  sir 
'Benjamin  Hammet,  knt.  William  Moreland,  and 
Walter  Boyd,  esqrs.  stood  forward  as  candidates,  and 
canvassed'the  borough ;  but  before  the  day  of  election, 
Mr.  Boyd  retired,  and  the  other  two  gentlemen  w^eM 
^returned  as  duly  elected. 

General  Election^  1 802. 

Parliament  having  been  dissolved  on  the  29th  of 
June,  1802,  and  a  new  one  summoned  to  meet  on  the 
8Ht  of  August  following,  the  sheriff's  precept  for  the 
election  of  members  for  Taunton  arrived  on  Thursday 
the  first  of  July,  which  was  indorsed  by  the  bailiffs  and 
constables,  and  proclamatioa  made  the  next  day,  fixing 
the  election  to  commence  on  Tuesday  the  6th  of  that 
month. 

-  On  this  occasion  the  candidates  were  John  Ham- 
met,  esq.  William  Moreland,  esq.  and  Robert  Robinson, 
Mq. 

This  election  proved  of  great  importance  in  settling 
the  disputed  question  as  to  the  right  of  exercising  the 
duties  of  returning  ofiicer  for  this  borough.  In  con<« 
sequence  of  the  dissolution  of  the  corporation,  and 
there  being  no  mayor,  Mr.  Robinson,  and  his  legal 
advisers,   contended  that  Mr.  Hammet,  who  held, 

'  From  the  votes  of  the  house;  for  the  IGtfa  of  December,  1790. 


^ 
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under  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Taunton  and  Taunton-Dean,  the  office  of  one  of  the 
patent  bailiffs  of  the  said  manor,  was  the  legal  return^ 
ingf  officer  of  the  borough,  and  therefore  ineligible  to 
stand  as  a  candidate  at  this  election.  That  the  readec 
may  the  better  understand  the  nature  of  this  contest, 
the  proceedings  will  be-detailed  at  some  length. 

Tuesday,  July  6th,  1802,  the  candidates  and  their 
friends  being  seated  on  the  hustings,  proclamation  was 
made  for  silence.  The  precept  was^  then  read,  which 
was  in  the  following  form  : — 

*'  To  t^e  mayor,  aldermen,  and  burgesses,  the 
bailiffs,  portreeves,  and  constables,  of  the  borough  of 
Taunton,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  and  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern,  &c." 

This  precept  was  indorsed  by  Thomas  Woodforde 
and  Charles  Cox,  bailiffs,  and  John  Hill  and  John 
Coles,  constables ;  all  these  officers  having  been  chosen 
by  a  jury,  in  the  lord  of  of  the  manor's  court-leet. 

The  act  of  the  2d  of  Geo.  cap.  24.  against  bribery, 
having  been  read,  the^  bailiffs  and  constables,  and 
William^  Saunders,  who  claimed  to  be  the  returning 
officer  of  this  borough,  in  right  of  his  having  been  a 
member  of  the  former  corporate  body,  took  the  oath 
required  by  that  act  to  be  taken  by  returnilig  officers, 
which  was  administered  to  them  by  James  Coles,  esq. 
a- magistrate  of  the  county  of  Somerset* 

The  above-mentioned  five  persoas,  claiming  fo  be 
the  returning  officers  of  the  borough  of  Taunton,  then 
chose  John  Brickdale,  esq.  for  their  assessor. 

The  several  candidates  were  next  proposed  by  their 
CMpective  friends,,  after  which  a  shew  of  hands  was. 
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called  for,  and  Mr.  Woodforde,  tha  actotoT  bmlilT 
chosen  in  the  court-leet,  declared  the  same  to  ba  ill 
favour  of  .Mr.  Moreland  and  Mr.  HaoiEneC  A  poll 
itaH  then  demanded  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  RobinaoVf 
after  which,  the  ag^ent  of  that  gentleman  deliyerad  to 
th^  avseaaor  the  following  notice : — 

*'  To  the  returning  officer  or  officers  of  thaboroQgb 
of  Taunton,  in  the  connty  of  Somerset. 

**  1  request  you  to  nominate  and  appoiat  two  or 
more  persons,  to  administer  the  oaths  of  aUagiailCi^ 
supreniacy,  the  declaration  of  fidelity^  the  oadl  of 
abjnrationt  and  the  declaration  or  affirmatioii  now 
required  by  law  to  be  taken,  made,  or  sobacribed  bj 
voters,  at  elections  of  members  to  serve  in  parluoBMi^ 
and  to  ceitify  the  names  of  the  rei^ctive  aloctonk 
who  shall  take  such  oaths,  or  subscribe  ami  maloi  tach 
declaration  or  affirmationf  respectively. 

Witness  my  band  this  6th  day  of  Joly,  1809* 

«« ROBERT  ROBINSON/' 

Three  commiasioners  were  then  appointed  to  admi- 
nister the  oaths,  and  had  a  room  assigned  them  at  tba 
market-house,  where  they  sat  for  that  purposOb 

When  the  first  tally  came  to  the  hustioffs^  Mr. 
Rol>inHon's  agent,  understending  that  the  commission- 
ers  had  not  administered  the  oath  against  bribery  tatho 
electors^  insisted  on  that  oath  being  takea  by  OMb 
voter,  previously  to  his  giving  his  vote;  whi^  was 
accordingly  done  by  them  at  the  hostingSt  tad  tliey 
were  not  sent  back,  as  by  law  reqakred^  t^  tika  H 
before  the  commissioners. 

Mr.  Meade^  the  agent  for  Mr.  R#biMa9»  W^ltre 
tbat  Mr.  Hammel  was  one  of  liie  paliiil  bftilift  <^  At 


hnhap^ft  Windbcister^  tendered  to  \Atti,  as  the  alleged- 
Idgml  retortiingf  officer^  the  first  ten  totes,  at  tht  sdttie 
time  saying  that  all  the  votes  he  should  offer  for 
Mr*  Robinson  sbouM  ht  considered  nn  offered  ia  Mr. 
HimiBct ;  but  tbef  letter  gentleman  declined  receifhf|^ 
tbem,  as  it  iroold  hav^  been  adttiittmg  his  &Wh  ineligi- 
bility ;  it  having  been  long  ago  defdd^,  '<  Th^t  sh^f^ 
of  c^untiest  mnyors^  or  bMltffji  of  boroaglis^  fire  not 
eligible  in  their  respective  jnrisdictioM^ as  being  r^tMil* 
kig  offiicers;"  And  by  a  resolution  of  tbe  Honse  of 
Commons^  Jane  3^  1066,  **  No  mtiyor,  bailiff,  or  other 
oA<^r  of  tbe  borough,  wbo  i§  a  proper  officer  to  vl4iMi 
tbo  preMpt  <nigbt  to  be  directed,  is  capable  ot  iM^ktg 
^iMUid  to  serve  in  parliament  i&r  the  same  boftm^^. 
of  wbieh  be  in  nrayor,  haiUf,  ot  oSiett  at  tbe  tiiM  Af 
the  etoction/ -   With  le^et  to  thef  pftcept,  the  sbeiiff< 
is  bound,  by  the  stntMe  of  7th  and  8th  of  WiUi^M  III. 
to  deliver  that  dociffnent  to  the  proper  officer,  and  tto- 
other.    Mr*  Hammet^  it  vras  stuted,  iras  in  the  towti^ 
of  Tmmtoa  when  tbe  precept  came,  but  he  did  not 
indorse  it  as  one  of  the  patent  haSifi  of  the  hisbo]^  or 
Winehester. 

After  this  statemewt  bod  h«M  m«d«  by  Mr.  Robitf* 
son^s  agent,  the  votes  were  taken  by  the  five  perMifs 
ctMttilog  to  be  fetmiAA^  ofteen^  saving  dll  legal 

Wddoesda^,  July  7tl»,  HiwnA  (hrjr.  Before  tike 
|l^  «MMn«neecl  thtt  raorniDg,  Mr.  dmidb,  eotm^  for 
Mr.  Ha(iiiii«V  flUatecT^  **  Tim  Mr.  fhomi»Wo<Miforde, 
M»cCharle»Cox,  Mr.  John  HiH,  and  Mr.  John  Cbl^ 
«r«  the  rctommg  officem,  setkig  kere  m  sncb,  md  tlittt 
ibey  ataa  to  ax;!  t»fS9tth^t\M  Mr.WiUnMtt  »imid«(!» 
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feepd%abamtedmyietffromthdpoUyiiidifcr#d»dwi^ 
any  farther  atteodance  there,  on  this  oceaiieo^  1  tfMM^ 
fore  beg  to  inform  you,  that  I  am  determined  fii  a  Ugli 
way  to  feek  that  redress  which  the  law  allawa,  betbfbr 
yoa  and  myself,  aod  the  spirited  independent  iMa 
vliose  privileges  have  this  day  been  so  grossly  vielale^ 
mkI  whose  perMHis  have  been  so  sbasMfolly  aseaoliedL 
jbid  1  assure  yoo,  that,  on  the  first  opportonity  tlMft 
shall  present  itself,  I  again  intend  offering  myself  an  a 
candidate  to  represent  yoo  in  parliament^  and  do  ninat 
aalemnly  aarare  yon,  that  if  the  freedoes  of  election  hni 
Bet  now  been  interrupted,  I  sbonld  hate  eontkined  it 
the  poll,  as  long  as  any  voters  woold  have  polled  Ibr 
■m ;  and  1  pledge  myaslf  to  stand  the  poll  on  any  ftrtnre 
opportunity,  as  long  as  a  voter  will  offiN*  for  nM|  ai  I 
ana  fully  confident  of  being  soppetted  by  n  t erf  gMat 
■Mfority  among  yon, 

I  am,  gentlentra, 
Yoor  nracfa  obligied,  and  twy  kmMmMmxAf 

ROBERT  MOitHmmr 
"^  Tannton,  7th  Jnly^  1802.*' 

This  band^nll  being  printed  and  cirMbledL  the  peM 
was  kept  open  abont  half  an  hour  itfknr  Bir.  Peil  Isft 
the  hustings;  bnt  no  person  toted  afterwande  that 
■^1^,  and  the  proeeedinga  were  adjenraed  te^  thenen 
mornings 

Thursday,  Joty  8th,  tUrd  ^.-^YnvUmkf  to  ti|# 
enurt  sitting  this  day,  the  poll-dlerk  eaaM  %(p  Mn 
Robinson*s  committee-room,  and  toM  hiie  agents^  tiMit 
thn  returning  oficers  were  about  te  open  the  peil,  and 
desired  Mr.  Robinson's  attendaapee,  wlrteb  he  refineit 
agroesbky  ta  the^  adfiee  of  Ma  oennsei.  Ti»fell  trie 
kept  epea  tins  day  pitslisiy  in  tk» 
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on  tbe  foriMr  days,  until  about  five  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  commissioneni,  appointed  to 
administer  the  oatha  to  the  Totera,  shut  their  booki, 
aa  thej  bad  done  on  the  former  days,  aboot  that  time, 
thinkin|r  the  poll  would  be  opened  again  the  nest 
morning.  A  little  after  five  o'clock,  the  poU-deric 
made  a  prodamation,  that  onleai  ?oterf  came  forwwd 
and  polled  within  five  minotea,  the  poll  wonid  be 
deaed.  One  voter  polled  within  the  fiveminutei^  and 
the  returning  officers  closed  their  hooka  within  two 
minutes  after  this  vote  waa  tak^i,  without  making 
another  proclamation  for  volera  to  come  in,  altheqgh 
^y  were  told  there  were  a  great  naany  voters  to  pell, 
and  that  they  wonU  come  aa  eoon  m  tiiey  could  be 
sworn. 

The  poll»  however,  finally  closed  here,  and  Mr. 
Horeland  and  Mr.  Hammet  having  the  majority  of 
votes,  separate  retnma  were  made ;  one  by  the  conata^ 
bks  and  bailiffii,  and  the  other  by  Mr.  Samders^  who 
claimed  to  be  the  retnming  officer,  in  rigbl  of  having 
been  an  alderman  of  the  late  corporatioa ;  and  tlioQgk 
there  were  then  resicfing  within  tbe  bovougii  tlirao  ef 
the  capital  bui^gesaea  of  the  foimer  body  corporate,  not 
the  least  application  was  made  to  them  on  tkia  occasion. 

On  the  meeting  of  pariiamont  in  tbe  spring  of  tke 
year  1803,  a  petition  was  presented  to  tbe  Hoaws  of 
Commons^  by  Mr.  Robinson,  and  also  by  certain 
efeetors  of  die  borough  of  TannCon,  oempkinng  of 
ike  undue  election  and  return  of  John  Hammet, 
and  William  Moreland,  esq.  the  two  sitting 
fiar  this  boroogb. 

Tke  allegations  on  wkiek  fh*  pelMiUMni  WBglt  ir 
set  aside  this  ^Mllo*  wtfiy 
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First,  that  the  two  returns  which  were  made,  iSm 
one  by  the  constables  and  the  bailiffs  of  the  boroogir^ 
(called  in  the  petition  **  summoning  bailiffs**)  and  die 
other  by  a  man  styling  himself  an  <<  alderman  of  the  late 
corporation/*  were  neither  of  them  naade  by  the  legA 
returning  officer;  that  both  returns  were  conseqaently 
void ;  and  that  ihe  legal  returning  officer  far  the  bmtn^ 
of  TawfOon  i$  ihe  person  holding  ihe  ojffioe  of  baiUff^ 
Mider  a  grani  or  paienifrom  ihe  bishop  of  Winchester^ 
the  lord  of  ihe  manor. 

Secondly,  that  the  bribery  oath  was  not  administered 
by  the  commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose  (as 
well  as  to  administer  the  other  oaths)  bat  by  (he  pc^ 
clerk,  who,  it  was  submitted  after  the  passing  of  the 
42d  of  Geo.  III.  had  no  authority  to  administer  it« 

Thirdly,  that  the  persons  assuming  the  office  of 
returning  officer  acted  improperly  in  closing  the  pofl 
in  the  manner  they  did,  as  they  only  gave  five  minutes 
notice  for  the  voters  to  come  in,  though  they  were  toMl 
there  were  upwards  of  forty  who  remained  unpolled, 
and  at  a  time  too,  when  the  commissioners  for  admini- 
stering the  oaths  had  shut  their  books  for  the  nighty 
and  sent  away  voters  till  the  next  morning. 

In  support  of  the  first  allegation,  the  petitionee 
^entered  into  a  history  of  the  ancient  elections  of  this 
borough,  and  of  the  persons  who  had  exercised  ihm 
duties  of  returning  officer.     They  alleged,  first. 

That  in  the  earliest  period  of  the  history  of  par* 
liament,  the  sheriff  made  the  return  for  cities  and 
boroughs,  as  well  as  for  the  county  : — 

That  by  the  23d  of  Henry  YI.  sheriffs  first  made 
out  precepts,  and  the  mayor  or  bailiffs  of  the  town 
were  constituted  the  returning  officer ; — 
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That  not  any  returning  officer  for  this  borough  is 
found  till  the  12th  of  Edward  IV.  in  which  year 
William  Boddl,  bailiff  of  the  town  and  borough  of 
Taunton,  made  the  return  to  the  sheriff: — 

That  in  the  17th  of  Edward  IV.  the  bailifis  of  die 
borough,  and  four  burgesses^  made  the  return  to  Ae 
sheriff*: — 

That  the  next  returns  for  this  borough  were  made 
by  the  patent  bailiff,  appointed  by  the  bishop  of 
Winchester,  and  continued  to  be  so  made,  with  the 
interruption  of  about  thirty  years,  until  the  town 
obtained  a  charter ;  from  which  period  the  mayor 
assumed  the  duties  of  returning  officer : — 

That  from  the  12th  of  Edward  lY.  to  the  14th  of 
Elizabeth,  the  bailiff,  by  character  or  name,  made  the 
returns  either  separately  or  with  the  burgesses;  but 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  there 
was  a  non-user  by  the  patent  bailiff  of  his  office  of 
returning  officer,  and  the  common  constables  with  the 
burgesses  usurped  the  right  of  returning  the  members 
for  the  borough,  and  made  four  returns : — 

That  by  this  non-user,  and  by  the  interposition  of  the 
act  of  12th  Cha.  II.  abrogating  feudal  tenures  and 
some  ancient  offices,  it  is  pretended  the  patent  bailiff 
is  precluded  from  ever  again  resuming  the  right  with 
which  the  statute  of  23d  Hen.  YI.  expressly  invested 
him : — 

That  in  the  1st  year  of  Charles  I.  the  constables 
were  joined  by  the  bailifis,  chosen  in  the  court-leet,  in 
making  the  return  :— 

That  in  the  2d  of  Charles  I.  the  town  obtained  a 
charter,  and^the  mayor,  by  the  23d  of  Henry  YI. 
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beoiiiM  the  retorniiiif  officert  and  so  oontiiiiiidl  till 
179Sf  wfaeD  the  corporation  was  dissolved : 

That  after  the  disMlution  of  the  corporate  bodyt  Hm 
constables  and  baili0s»  ehosen  in  the  coort4eeCp 
4ie  return. 

It  was  fnrther  eonteoded  in  support  of  the 
allegation,  that  the  precept  for  this  election  fanTiny 
been  directed  ^^  To  the  mayor*  atdermenv  and  bor- 
gesssst  the  hmUff$9  portreeves,  and  constaUeSt  of  tiM 
bofoogh  of  Taontoot  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  mmk 
others  whom  it  may  concern/*  fcc.  and  the  hmt^ 
being  named  before  the  portreeves  and  eoostaUes,  the 
polenl  bailiffs  or  the  superior  offieer  of  the  bishop  of 
Winchester,  was  evidently  meant,  and  not  the  bailiflb 
ohosen  by  the  jury  in  the  court^leet,  who  in  the  fink  ef 
Charles  I.  were  named,  in  the  return  then  mnd^  aftsr 
the  constables,  and  shews  that  they  were  eoundered  Totj 
inferior  officers  even  to  the  portreeves  and  eonstaUes, 
and  are  not  therefore  to  be  taken  for  thebailift  attnded 
to  in  the  sheriff's  precept,  and  ought  to  have  given  a 
receipt  for  such  precept. 

The  petitioners  then  stated,  that  <^  the  persons  who 
claimed  to  be  the  returning  officers  were  the  bailifib 
chosen  by  the  jury  in  the  bishop's  conrt-leet,  and  that 
the  two  constables  were  also  chosen  in  the  said  court* 
leet,(^Ofie  of  the  candidates  being  the  patent  haU^  of  the 
bishop :)  that  the  precept  was  delivered  to  them  bjf 
mistake  instead  of  the  patent  bailiff,  Mr.  Hammetr  who 
was  at  Uiat  time  in  the  town :  that  proclamation  wi« 
made  by  the  bailiffs  chosen  in  the  conrt-leet,  and  th#f 
alone  indorsed  the  precept ;  but  when  the  dbction 
came  ottf  a  person  named  WilUam  Sanidiii^  iHmi  i^ 


rmded  tha  preceding  Rfieen  years  at  Brtstol  and 
other  places  fifty  milet  distaat  from  Taunton,  and 
who  then  held  the  otfice  of  inspector  of  duties  on 
windows  under  the  crown,  (which  disqoalilied  him 
from  voting*)  appeared  on  the  hustings,  and  claimed 
to  be  a  returninf  officer  distinctly,  as  havinsi  been  ant 
<jf  the  aUkrmen  ((f  the  old  oorparmtUm  in  1789,  thai/ffh 
he  was  not  in  thai  o§i/oe  when  the  corporation  ceased  to 
egdst  in  1799,  and  had  never  acted  in  any  corporate 
character  since.  In  the  scramble  for  the  office,  every 
person  who  made  a  claim  for  it  was  admitted,  and 
these  five  persons,  the  petitioners  stated*  therefore 
took  upon  themselves  to  preside  as  the  returning 
ojfficers. 

It  was  f\irther  contended  en  the  part  of  the  peti- 
tioners, that  the  election  of  Mn  Hammet  is  a  void 
election  on  these  grounds— *lt  is  manifest,  both  from 
the  history  of  the  town  and  its  present  state,  that  the 
bishop  of  Winchester  has  from  time  immemorial  bcen^ 
not  only  the  lord  of  the  bailiwick,  lordship,  and  manor, 
but  exercised  by  himself  or  his  officers,  whilst  no  charter 
existed  vesting  the  civil  power  in  the  corporation,  the 
whole  civil  power  over  the  town,  market,  and  borong^h 
of  Taunton  j  that  so  long  since  as  the  reign  of  £d  ward 
the  fourth,  his  bailifi^  (which  office  Mr.  Hammet  one 
of  the  candidates  holds)  acted  as  the  returning  officer, 
and  continued  so  to  act,  with  the  exception  of  thirty 
years  in  the  reign  of  queen  Eliaabeth,  up  to  the  period 
when  the  first  charter  of  incorporation  was  g^nted  : 
that  from  that  time»  namely,  from  1627,  to  the  year 
X709»  the  mayor,  as  chief  magistrate  under  the  chttter^ 
exQrciaeitbejright9fin«lungib6ratani;  andilwae 


jI. 


952  HISTORY  OF  TAUNTON. 

submitted^  that  when  that  officer  no  longer  existed  in 
&ct  or  in  law,  the  right  reverted  to  the  patent  bailiff 
of  the  bishop  by  prescription ;  and  that  there  being  but 
one  solitary  instance  of  the  summoning  bailiffs,  (as  the 
petitioners  called  them)  that  is,  the  bailiffs  chosen  in 
the  court-leet,  which  was  in  the  first  of  Charles  L 
diey  cannot  be  considered  as  officers  competent  to  have 
made  the  return  at  the  last  general  election,  noi 
heing  the  deputies  of  the  patent  bailiff^:  that  the  present 
grrant  of  the  office  being  to  three  persons  can  make  no 
difference,  for  it  is  an  appointment  to  the  office  of 
bailiff,  but  instead  of  one  life  it  is  for  three,  and  they 
are  bound  to  execute  it  either  by  themselves  or  their 
deputies  :  that  it  is  precisely  the  same  sort  of  patent 
office  as  the  bailiff  of  Westminster,  the  bailifik  of  the 
bishops  of  Peterborough  and  Winchester,  or  the  bailiff 
of  the  bishop  of  Durham.  Northallerton  is  a  case 
exactly  in  point ;  for  that  place  being  an  ancient 
borough  without  a  corporation,  it  is  governed  by  a 
bailiff  deputed  by  patent  for  life,  and  authorized  by  the 
bishop  of  Durham,  as  lord  of  the  manor;  and  his  bailiff 
or  deputy  presides  at  the  election  of  members  of  par- 
liament (vide  Oldfield,  vol.  ii.  p.  285.)  Aldborough, 
in  the  county  of  York,  is  another  case  in  point :  that 
borough  has  no  corporation,  and  the  lord  of  the  manor's 
bailiff  is  at  this  day  the  returning  officer. 

The  petitioners  therefore  contended,  that  in  all 
towns  and  boroughs,  subject  to  manerial  rights,  and  to 
the  authority  of  the  lord,  where  there  is  no  charter 
existing,  and  where  there  is  such  an  officer  as  a 
bailiff  appointed  by  the  lord  of  the  manor,  who 
exercises  a  jurisdiction  over  the  town^  snch  bailiff 
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bi  tx  o^ciOf  the  legal  retarDing*  officer,  and  that  whilst 
such  an  officer  remains,  no  inferior  officer,  either  con- 
stable, or  summoning  bailiffs,  (meaning  the  bailiffs 
chosen  in  the  court-leet,)  can  be  the  legal  returning 
officer.  The  office  being  in  commission,  or  granted  to 
one,  can  make  no  difference :  it  is  still  the  office  which 
has  existed  immemorially,  and  the  person  exercising  it 
to  be,from  before  time  of  memory, the  returning  officer: 
even  if  there  were  a  mayor,  it  has  been  doubted  whether 
a  charter  from  the  crown,  giving  a  new  order  of  govern- 
ment to  the  civil  administration  of  the  borough,  could 
supersede  the  ancient  elective  administrator  or  return* 
ing  officer.  The  petitioners  therefore  submitted  under 
all  the  circumstances,  that  the  proper  returning  officers 
for  the  borough  of  Taunton  are  those  persons  who  hold 
the  office  of  bailiffs  of  the  town,  as  described  in  the 
patent,  or  their  deputies,  and  not  the  annual  summoning 
bailiffs,  or  those  chosen  in  the  court-leet. 

*  The  petitioners  next  adverted  to  the  return  made 
by  the  constables,  for  the  purpose  of  invalidating  that 
return.  There  were  four  returns  made  by  the  consta- 
bles, in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth,  but  the  petitioners 
submitted  that  those  could  not  legally  establish  the 
right  of  exercising  the  duties  of  returning  officer  to 
be  in  them  ;  for  though  there  are  cases  to  be  met  with 
in  borough  towns,  where  the  constables  are  acknow- 
ledged as  returning  officers,  yet  this  happens  where 
the  civil  power  of  the  borough  is,  by  prescription, 
vested  in  the  constables,  and  where  no  superior  officer 
or  magistrate  was  known.  At  Taunton  the  fact  is 
different ;  for  even  during  the  existence  of  the  charter, 
when  thp  mayor  was  the  presiding  officer  over  the 
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'boroogh,  the  justices  of  the  couDty  had  6?er  accmmr^ 
Tent  authority  and  jurisdiction^  and  the  patent  bsUiA 
•still  continued  to  be  appointed  by  the  bishop  of  Wuk 
Chester. 

<  The  petitioners  then  stated,  thi^  the  cbarCen  of 
incorporated  towns  generally  providet  that  no  j wtioes^ 
but  those  of  the  body  corporate,  shall  interfere  in  their 
proceedings  and  jurisdiction ;  but  there  is  in  the  leCten 
patent  of  the  29th  of  Charles  II.  inoorporatiiig  thi 
inhabitants  of  the  borough  of  Taunton,  a  wmrhtd  dm^ 
fmcltofi,  m  Ihis  respect,  from  all  oiher  ekarler$.  Far 
the  letters  patent  appoint  that  there  shall  alwaj^  to 
six  justices  of  tkepeaee  of  the  coimtyf  nominated  froai 
time  to  time,  by  the  chancellor,  or  the  keeper  of  tilt 
great  seal,  who  shaH  be  justices  withui  the  borouglii 
and  its  precincts,  to  act  as  the  other  justices  of  Ae 
borough ;  but  that  no  one  of  them  ihdl  be  compdM 
to  accept  the  mayoralty  or  any  other  office  ia  the 
borough,  or  be  subject  to  any  puoidiments  or  penalties 
imposed  by  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  borgpesses.  The 
petitioners  then  state  tliat  two  of  the  county  magistrates 
so  appointed  were  then  living,  whose  warrants,  &c. 
the  constables  executed,  and  under  whom  they  per- 
formed a  great  part  of  their  duty,  thus  smpersedinfff  it 
is  imagined,  the  consiables,jurisdictHm  aver  the  boroughp 
as  peace  officers,  and  consequently  invalidating  their 
return  of  members  to  serve  in  parliament.  Besidea 
this,  there  are  more  forcible  reasons  why  the  coostabieai 
above  every  other  class  of  officers,  should  never  be 
permitted  to  act  as  returning  officers :  Taunton  is  m 
borough,  where  the  right  of  voting  is  in  the  /wAvoUsrtf 
and  this  right,  according  to  the  last  reMhltiM  of  tl» 
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House  of  Commons,  (28th  July,  1715,)  is  in  the  inha« 
bitants  beiugf  potwallers,  and  not  receiyingf  alms,  or 
charity.  A  potwaller  is  a  person  who  furnishes  his  own 
diet,  whether  he  be  a  householder,  or  only  a  lodger. 
To  be,  however,  a  potwaller  qualified  to  vote  for  the 
borough  of  Taunton,  such  person  must  have  a  leg^ 
parochial  settlement  in  the  borough.  **  Not  receiving 
Alms**  is  understood  to  prohibit  persons  from  votings 
who  have  received  alms  within  a  year  before  the  teste 
of  the  writ  ^  Charity**  signifies  suais  arising  from 
the  revenues  of  certain  specific  funds,  which  have  been 
established  or  bequeathed  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  poor.  The  constables  have  the  distribution  of  some 
of  the  principal  charities  of  the  town,  and  in  a  borough 
constituted  like  that  of  Taunton,  these  funds  are  very 
liable  to  be  employed  to  advance  electioneering  designs, 
rather  than  to  relieve  industrious  persons  in  distress ; 
and  that  they  have  been  so  employed,  (though  not  at 
this  day  by  the  constables,)  will  appear  from  the 
following  extract  from  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery, made  in  the  year  1729,  in  a  suit  instituted  about 
the  town  charities;  which  decree  emphatically  recites, 
**  That  there  are  several  public  charities  in  the  said 
te^ln,  that  ought  to  be  annually  paid,  all  which,  within 
these  twelve  years  past,  have  been  either  concealed 
and  turned  into  private  advantages,  or  misapplied,  and 
particularly  about  the  time  of  elections  of  members  of 
pariiament." 

*  By  the  annals  of  past  times,  the  impolicy  is  learnt 
of  suffering  any  persons,  who  have  the  distribution  of 
these  charities,  to  act  so  principal  a  part  as  that 
#f  retanmig  officer  in  a  boroagh,  where  the  right  of 
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voting  is  in  the  potwallers.  There  are  a  thoofaiid 
instances,  since  the  resolution  of  the  house  dedaring 
those  disqualified  from  voting  wlio  have  received 
charity  9  of  a  claadestine  and  partial  distribution  of  the 
charities,  by  which  the  voters  of  the  lower  class  have 
been  eventually  <and  insidiously  cut  off  from  the  exercise 
of  their  valuable  franchise.  There  is  hardly  any  method 
to  prevent  the  misapplication  of  the  charities  a  year 
before  an  expected  election,  and  if  the  constables  are 
to  preside  as  returning  officers  for  the  borough,  this 
conclusion  is  inevitable — That  whatever  objections 
^should  be  made  against  them,  in  the  scandalous  distri- 
bution of  these  charities,  they  will  still  be  the  judges  of 
their  own  venal  conduct,  and  have  the  sole  power  of 
deciding  on  the  votes  of  others  at  elections,  so  that 
the  voters  would  be  cut  off,  or  not,  just  as  the  consta- 
bles pleased.  In  short»  they  would  be  the  witnesses 
in  the  cause,  and  the  judges,  and  no  one  could  contra- 
dict them  with  effect. 

'  The  next  return  to  be  observed  upon  is  that  made 
by  William  SSaunders,  calling  himself  an  **  alderman** 
of  the  late  corporation  of  Taunton.  Upon  this  return, 
it  is  conceived,  a  single  observation  will  be  sufficient. 
There  is  not  any  borough  throughout  England,  whdlher 
by  prescription  or  charter,  the  constitution  of  whiok 
recognises  such  a  character  as  an  **-  alderman**  for  the 
returning  officer.  The  petitioners  stated,  that  they 
should  be  able  to  prove,  that  the  corporation  had  ceased 
to  exist  ever  since  the  year  1792,  and  that  Saunders^ 
who  came  to  Taunton  from  Bristol,  upon  the  occasiom 
of  the  late  election,  had  not  done  any  act  as  a  member 
of  the  old  corporation^  for  fourteen  years  past*   In 
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vddftion  to  this,  it  could  be  shewn  by  the  receipt  givei> 
for  the  precept  to  the  sheriff,  that  Saunders  was  not  in 
the  town  at  the  time,  or  at  least  that  he  gave  no  receipt 
for  the  precept,  and  on  that  account  alone,  it  was 
apprehended,  under  the  act  of  7th  and  8th  of  Willianr 
III.  be  was  incapacitated  from  acting  as  returning^ 
officer. 

•  '  Under  these  circumstances,  the  petitioners  presum- 
ed to  hope,  that  the  conMnittee  would  be  of  opinion^ 
that  none  of  the  returns  were  good,  and  that  the  legab 
returning  officer  for  the  borough  of  Taunton  is  the 
baiUff  (tppointed  by  patent^  by  the  bishop  of  Win* 
Chester* 

'  The  petitioners  then  stated,,  that  they:  were  ready  to 
prove,  by  evidence,  the  other  two  allegations,  relatii^ 
to  the  undue  administration  of  the  bribery  oath,  and 
the  illegal  mode  of  closing  the  polk 

*  Wednesday,  May  6tbr  1803,  the  committee  pro- 
ceeded to  take  into  consideration  the  petitioss,  comw 
plaining  of  an  undue  election  and  return  for  the 
borough  of  Taunton,  John  Lowther,  esq.  in  the  chair. 

'  Mr.  Adam,  on  tbe  part  of  (he  petitioners,  havitig 
summed  up  his  case,  the  committee  deliberated  there- 
i^ln ;  and  a  statement  having  been  delivered  in  by  the 
petitioners  and  read,  and  also  a  statement  of  the  sitting 
members,  the  committee  came  to  the  following  deter-- 
minations : — 

^  Determined,  That  the  legal  and  most  ancient  return* 
ing  officer  for  Taunton  is  not  the  bailiff  appointed 
by  the  bishop  of  Winchester,  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Taunton  and  Taunton-Dean. 

'  Determmed,  That  the  bailiffs  aiid  constables  of  the 
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borough  of  Taunton  appointed  at  a  comi-le^  hM 
annually  in  and  for  the  said  borough,  are  not  tiM  legal 
returning  ofiicers  of  the  said  borough, 

*  Determined,  That  the  constables  of  the  boroogil  ef 
Taunton  appointed  at  the  court-leet^  held  annoallj  m 
and  for  the  said  borough,  are  not  the  legal  reUumhkg 
officers  of  the  said  borough. 

'  Determined^  That  the  bailiffii  6[  the  boroogil  of 
Taunton  appointed  at  a  coort-leet»  hdd  aonaally  m 
and  for  the  said  borough,  are  the  legd  reitaniiii|^ 
officers  of  the  said  borough. 

« Determined,  That  the  petition  of  Robert  BobiiMNr, 
esq.  did  not  appear  to  the  said  select  ooramitiee  to  b# 
frivolous  and  vexatious. 

'  Determined^  That  the  petitioo  of  the  eleetora  of  tha 
aaid  borough  of  Taunton  did  not  appear  to  die  laidl 
select  committee  to  be  frivolous  or  vexatMNiSw 

'  Determined,  That  the  opposition  to  the  «dd  pMHi-^ 
CDS  did  not  appear  to  the  said  select  commitlea  to  hft 
frivolous  and  vexatious. 

General  Ekcticn,  1806. 

'  On  the  dissolution  of  parliament  in  1 806^  soon  after 
the  death  of  Mr.  Pitt,  and  the  coming  into  office  of 
Mr.  Fox  and  Lord  Grenville,  a  strong  contest  trfMi 
place  at  Taunton.  The  candidates  were  John  Ham- 
met  and  William  Moreland,  esqrs.  tiie  late  menaberSy 
and  Alexander  Baring,  esq.  second  son  of  Sir  Frascia 
Baring,  hart.  At  the  final  close  of  the  p<^f  the 
numbers  were. 

For  Mr.  Hammet,  -  370 
Mr.  Baring,  -  -  341 
Mr.  Moreland,  -    310 
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*  Upon  which  Mr,  Hammet  and  Mr.  Baring  were 
returned. 

<  On  the  meeting  of  parliament,  Mr.  Moreland  pra>^ 
sented  a  petition  to  the  house,  complaining  of  this 
return,  which  being  referred  to  a  committee,  they 
reported  that  the  sitting  members  were  diriy  elected, 
and  that  Mr.  MorelandV  petition  was  frivolous  and 
Texatioos. 

'  Ib  the  fqllowtng  year,  on.  the  dissolution  of  Lord 
GreiiviUe*s  administratiouy  a  new  parliament  was 
called,  when  Mr.  Hammet  and  Mr.  Baring  were 
returned  without  opposition* 

^  The  death  of  Mr.  Hammet,  id  181 1^  occasioned  a 
short  contest  between  Henry  Powell  Collins^  esq.  pf 

liatch  Coort,  near  this  town,  aad  -m Dashwood^ 

esq.  for  the  vacanl;  seat,  when  Mr.  Collins  was  elected 
by  a  large  majority. 

'At  the  general  election  in  1812,  a  sudden  and 
unexpected  opposition  took  place.  Samuel  Colleton 
Graves,  esq.  son  of  Reac-Admiral  Richard  6rave% 
of  Hembury  Fort,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  offered 
h^imself  as  a  candidate  against  the  two  former  members. 
After  keeping  open  the  poll  for  three  days,  at  the  final 
civile  the  numbers  stood  thus  :— 

For  Mr.  Baring,  .  .  268 
Mr.  CoUins,  -  -  214 
Mr.  Graves,    -    -      62 

When  the  two  formejr  were  returned  as  duly  electedr 

General  Ekctum,  1818. 

<  The  general  election  in  1818  brought  on  a  severe 
centeft  for  this  borough.  The  candidates  were 
AkiMder  Bwiogt  esq.  and  Sienry  PoweU  CoUin«r 
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Mq.  the  two  late  membera,  and  Sir  William  BommglMi^ 
bart.  formerly  a  judge  in  India.  The  poll  comineaMll 
on  Friday  the  19th  of  June,  181H,  and  continued  £▼• 
days,  the  progress  and  termination  of  which  were  «l 
follow  : — 

BmrlM§.      Bmrmigkt.        CilBftii.  ' 
Firstdaj,    June  IQ, 243  •••••.138 lU 

Second  daj, 20, 80 66  •••..     38 

Third  day,    22, 76 56 48 

Fourth  daj, 23, 12 16  38 

Fifth  day,     24, 30 28 M 

441  304  299 

<  Mr.  Baring  and  Sir  William  Bnrroogfas  were 
accordingly  returned ;  but  on  the  merting  of  parlin- 
ment,  a  petition,  signed  by  six  electors,  on  behalf  of 
themselves  and  others,  inhabitants  of  the  borough  of 
Taunton,  was  presented  to  the  house  of  commims  oik 
the  4th  of  February,  1819,  setting  forth, 

**  That  at  the  last  election  of  members  to  serre  ia 
parliament  for  the  said  borough,  Alexander  Barfaigv 
esq.  Henry  Powell  Collins,  esq.  and  Sir  William 
Burroughs,  bart.  were  candidates,  and  that  the  said 
Alexander  Baring  had  at  such  election  a  majority  of 
good  and  legal  votes  over  the  said  Henry  Powell 
Collins  and  Sir  William  Burroughs;  that  at  sn^ 
election  Thomas  Woodforde,  surgeon,  and  William 
Cox,  ironmonger,  the  then  returning  officers  of  th8 
said  borough,  illegally,  improperly,  and  unduly  ad- 
mitted many  persons,  who  were  not  qualified  to  vote 
at  the  said  election,  to  poll  for  the  said  Sir  WiUiam 
Burroughs,  and  refused  and  rejected  the  votes  of 
many  persons,  who  were  well  and  duly  qualified  to  vote 
at  the  said  election,  and  who  offered  and  teft^ered 
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votes  for  the  said  Henry  Powell  Collins ;  and 
that  thereby  an  undue,  illegal,  and  colourable  majority 
of  votes  was  put  upon  the  poll  for  the  said  Sir  William 
Burroughs;  that  the  said  Thomas  Woodforde  and 
William  Cox,  the  said  returning  officers,  have  illegally 
and  unjustly  returned  the  said  Sir  William  Burroughs 
as  one  of  the  members  to  represent  the  said  borough 
in  parliament,  although  the  said  Henry  Powell  Collins 
had  a  great  majority  of  good  and  legal  votes,  and 
ought,  in  justice,  to  have  been  returned  as  one  of  the 
members  to  represent  the  said  borough,  instead  of  the 
said  Sir  William  Burroughs,  to  the  great  prejudice  of 
the  petitioners.  The  petitioners  therefore  humbly  pray, 
that  the  house  will  take  the  premises  into  their  con- 
nderation,  and  declare  the  said  Henry  Powell  Collins 
to  be  duly  elected  as  one  of  the  members  to  serve  in 
parliament  for  the  said  borough,  instead  of  the  said 
Sir  William  Burroughs,  and  grant  such  relief  in  the 
premises  as  to  the  house  shall  seem  meet." 

'  This  petition  having  been  read,  the  house  made  an 
order  to  take  the  same  into  consideration,  on  Thursday 
the  1st  of  April. 

<  March  17th,  1819,  the  order  for  considering  the 
fetitibn  of  the  voters  on  Thursday  the  1  st  of  April, 
relating  to  the  election  for  Taunton,  was  read  and 
discharged,  and  the  same  was  ordered  to  be  taken  into 
consideration  on  Thursday  the  6th  of  May. 

*  Thursday,  May  6th,  three  hundred  and  forty-two 
members  being  present  in  the  house,  the  petition  of 
James  Bryant,  and  other  voters,  complaining  of  the 
Section  for  the  borough  of  Taunton,  was  considered  ; 
the  names  of  members  ware  dmwn  oot  of  the  glasseify 
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and  the  Dumber  of  forty-nipe  names  being  contj^^ste^ 
the  list  was  delivered  to  the  parties,  who,  havini^ 
returned  to  the  bar,  the  reduced  list  was  delivered  in  > 
to  which  the  name  of  Mr.  Holmes,  the  nominee  for 
the  petitioners,  and  the  name  of  Mr.  Bennet,  the  no- 
minee for  the  sitting  member,  being  added,  the  same 
was  called  over  as  follows : — Mr.  Agar  Ellis,Mr.  Miles^ 
Sir  George  Cockbprn,  Mr.  Fitzhugh,  Mr.  Bagwellt 
Mr.  Protheroe,  Mr.  Samuel  Smith,  Mr.  Turton,  Mr. 
Lowndes,  Mr.  Webb,  Mr.  Hamilton,  Mr*  Alexander, 
Mr.  William  Cust,  Mr.  Holmes,  and  Mr.  Bennet; 
and  then  the  committee  were  sworn. 

'  Friday,  May  7th,  the  house  was  informed^  tiiat  the 
telect  committee  had  determined, 

<<  That  sir  William  Burroughs^  bart.  is  not  dolj 
elected  a  burgess,  to  serve  in  this  present  parliament^ 
for  the  borough  of  Taunton  : — 

''  That  Henry  Powell  Collins,  esq.  is  duly  elected^ 
and  ought  to  have  been  returned,  a  burgess^  to  serve 
ia  this  present  parliament,  for  the  said  borough : — 

^*  That  the  opposition  of  the  said  sir  William  Bur* 
roughs  to  the  petition  of  voters  did  not  appear  to  the 
committee  to  be  frivolous  and  vexatious : — 

**  Orderedf  That  the  deputy  clerk  of  the  crown  d^^ 
attend  on  Monday  next,  to  amend  the  return." 

'Monday,  May  10th,  1819,  the  deputy  clerk  of  the 
crown  attended  the  house,  according  to  order,  and 
amended  the  return  for  the  borough  of  Taunton. 

'  On  this  decision  being  made  known,  Mr.  CoUine 
made  a  grand  public  entry  into  Taunton,  attended  by 
an  immense  concourse  of  persons  in  carriageSf  mi 
horsebackt  and  on  foot.  The  day  was  celehrated«  by 
the  friends  and  supporters  of  that  gentleo)^  by  dinners 
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at  the  principal  inns,  and  the  populace  were  regulcd 
OD  the  parade  with  several  hogsheads  of  strong  beer 
and  cider. 

'  ItDiay  not  be  improper  to  mention,  that  air  William 
Burroughsdid  not  enter  into  any  defence  of  his  election 
before  the  committee,  notwithstanding  he  was  strongly 
urged  so  to  do  by  the  principal  persons  who  had  given 
bim  their  support  in  this  contest. 

General  Eleclion,   1820. 

'  The  death  of  his  majesty  king  George  III.  on  the 
29th  of  January,  1820,  and  the  accession  of  George 
IV.  to  the  throne,  brought  on  s  dissolution  of  parlia- 
ment, and  one  of  the  most  severe  contests  took  place 
at  Taunton,  that  had  ever  been  known.  Mr.  Collins 
now  retired  from  the  representation  of  this  borough, 
and  the  candidates  for  the  suffrages  of  the  electors 
were  Alexander  Baring,  esq.  Henry  Seymour,  esq. 
and  John  Ashley  Warre,  esq.  The  poll  commenced 
on  Thursday,  March  9th,  1820,  aod  continued  fur  th« 
following  fourteen  days,  Sundays  excepted.  The 
progress  of  this  contest,  and  the  unceasing  activity 
with  which  it  was  carried  on,  nearly  every  vote  under- 
going the  most  rigorous  investigation  as  to  the 
qualifications  of  the  elector  before  the  returning  offi- 
cers, except  on  the  last  day,  will  best  appear  from  the 
following  statement  of  each  day's  poll : — 

B«ri»g.        WwTt.    Srynmr. 

FirttSar,     Thunday,  March  Bth,  ....     0 0....     0 

f omipM  n  prrpatatani  procttiUigtO 

Second  Day,  Frida}',    43  ....  30  ....  Sd 

Third  Day,    Satarday,     4g  ....  39  ....  30 

Fourth  Day^MoDday,.,.., 13  ••••  10  ....   If 

Fifth  Day,     Taetday, «  ....  SO  ....  30 

SUtbDay,    WedaeidBy,   40  ....  38  ....  31> 
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Baring.        Wmrt.    St^mmtr^ 

Serenth  Day,      Thnnday, 50  ••••  50  ••••  2T 

Eighth  Day,       Friday, • U  ..••  24  ••••  17 

NiathDay,         Saturday, ,..••  64  ••••  50  .^.  SS 

Tenth  Day,         Monday,  ••• 2  ••••  1  •••«p    4 

Elerentb  Day,    Tuesday,    ••••••• 10  ••••  8  ••••  n 

Twelfth  Day,      Wednesday, 35  ....  8  •  •  •  •   14 

Thirteentii  Day,  Thursday, 18  •  •  •  •  0  •  •  •  •  35 

Fonrtecnth Day,  Friday, ••••••••  4  .•••  2  .•••   IS 

Fifteenth  Day,   Satnrday, 41  ••••  38  ..••  4g 

Total,    407  336  321 

'  At  the  close  of  the  poll,  on  the  27th  of  March,  and 
after  the  numbers  had  been  declared,  Mr.  Seymour 
demanded  a  scrutiny,  to  which  the  returning  officers 
assented.  The  assizes  intervening,  the  scrutiny  waa 
postponed  to  the  4th  of  April,  when  it  commenced  in 
tlie  guildhall,  before  the  returning  officers  and 
counsel,  and  the  counsel  for  the  respective 
namely,  for  the  returning  officers,  James  Manning, 
esq.  for  Mr.  Baring,  William  Adam,  esq.  for  Mr. 
Warre,  Serjeant  Pell  and  C.  C.  Bompass,  esq.  and 
for  Mr.  Seymour,  6.  F.  Williams  and  H.  A.  Mere- 
wether,  esqrs.  On  the  morning  of  the  third  day^ 
April  7th,  Mr.  Williams  stated  that  Mr.  Seymour  did 
not  wish  to  proceed  further  with  the  scrutiny ;  when,  on- 
casting  up  the  numbers,  it  appeared  that  Mr.  Warre*a 
majority  bad  increased  from  five  to  nine.  Mr.  Baring 
and  Mr.  Warre  were  then  declared  duly  elected,  and 
returned  accordingly. 

'  The  number  of  voters  at  this  election  was  631 ; 

or  WHOM  THCKl  WEBE 

For  Mr.  Seymour,  plumpers....  208 

Mr.  Baring,  plumpers  ••••..     11 

Seymour  and  Bariog  88 

—— Seymour  and  Warre  •••...     19 
—  Baring  and  Warn •••  905 


> 
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Rejected  Totes  •«•••• 44 

or  WHOM   THERE  WSRV 

For  Mr.  Seymour,  plumpers  •  •  •  •  13 

Mr.  Baring,  plumpers    ••••  1 

Seymour  and  Baring    ••••••  d 

Seymour  and  War  re    ••••••  1 

Baring  and  Warre  •••••••«  83 

Members  of  Parliament  for  Taunton. 

# 

[Compiled  from  Pryone,  Browne  Willis,  and  other  AatlMiiUss.] 

HENRY  IV. 
1409  Thomas  Edward— Thomas  Barat 

HENRY  V. 
1414  John  Merchant — Edward  Dyere. 
1421  John  Bowen — Walter  Portman. 

EDWARD  IV. 
1466  William  Danyers— Robert  Ashetil). 
1471  William  Danfers — Edward  Aysheton. 
1476  Edward  Aysheton — Robert  Lordord. 

EDWARD  VI. 
155§  John  Mason. 

QUEEN  MARY. 

1553  James  Bassett — Jaqnes  Wingfield. 
1^54  William  Barne— Olifer  Vachell. 

1 554  Thomas  Eden — John  Norrys. 

1555  Valentine  Dale,  LL.D. 

1 557  Valentine  Dale,  LL.  D.— Richard  Myrfield. 

QUEEN  ELIZABETH. 
155$  Valentine  Dale,  LL.  D. 
1563  Miles  Sandys — Anthony  Leigh. 
1571  Robert  Hill— Richard  Blount. 
1573  Roger  Hill— Richard  Blount. 
Edward  Hodges,  vice  R.  Blonnt,  deceased. 

1 585  Maurice  Horner— William  Goldwell. 

1586  Francis  Bacon— John  Goldwell. 
1 588  Thomas  Fisher— John  GoldweU. 

1593  WiUUm  Aubrey,  LL.  D.— John  DaTidgt. 
1597  Edward  HeztT-Edwaid  Barker. 

1601  DvM  Poimei  LL.  D^pha  Boad^^  ^    -* 


waanoMY  4>9  nAmnmx^ 

JAMES  I. 
1509  Sir  Edwftid  Hext,  knt^-Jebn  Bond. 
1614  Sir  Maorioe  Berkd^s  knt. 
1810  TkomM  Brereton— Lewis  Hap«. 
lOU  TiiomM  BrareCoo~Ilog«r  Prowie* 

CHARLES  I. 
10U  Edwaid  Br0NvtM»-*-Sir  Hogli  Portmuii  tert. 
less  Sir  Roliert  Gofget,  knt— George  Browne. 
1028  Sir  Hogh  Portnnn,  bftrt.-*George  Browne. 
IMO  Winiam  Pdrtmnn—Roger  HIiL 
1640  Sir  William  Portman,  boH — Geoige  Searle. 
.— —  Jolin  Fdner,  trice  Sir  W.  Portmao^  belt. 

INTERREGNUM. 
UB4  Thomas  Gorges— John  Gorges. 
1666  Robert  Bkike,   (one   of  Oie  genemla  at  sea] 

Thomas  Gorget. 
1658  Sir  William  Wyndham,  bart— Thomas  Gorges. 

CHARLES  II. 

1660  Thomas  Gorges— William  Wjndham. 

1661  Sir  W.  Portman,  bart  K.  R— Sir  W.  Wjndham,  bart. 
1678  Sir  W.  Portman»  bart.  K.  B.— John  Trenchaid. 
1681  Bdmond  Prideanx«-John  Trenchard. 

JAMES  IL 

1685  Sir  W.  Portman,  bart.  K.  B.— John  Sanford. 

CONVENTION  PARLIAMENT. 

1688  Sir  W.  Portman,  bart.  R.  B John  Sanford. 

WILLIAM  III. 
1600  John  Speke— Edward  Clarke. 
1605  John  Speke— Edward  Clarke. 
1608  Henry  Seymonr  Portman — Edward  Clarke. 
1701  Sir  Francis  Warre,  bart— Edward  Clarke. 

QUEEN  ANNE. 
1708  Sir  Francis  Wane,  bart— Edward  Clarke. 
1705  Sir  Frands  Warre,  bart— Edwaid  Clarise. 
1708  Sir  Fraads  Warre,  bart— Edward  Clarke. 
1710  Sir  Francis  Warre,  bart— Henry  Portmaiu 

1713  Sir  Francis  Warre,  bart— Henry  PoHmaa. 

%      GEORGE  I. 

1714  James  Smiik-Sir  WJDiaa  PyneeBt,  bart 


1722  James  Smith — John  TrencharcU 

1725  Abraham  Elton,  vice  J.  Trenchard,  deoeased. 

GEORGE  11. 
1727  George  Speke — Francis  Fane. 
1734  H.  W.  Berkeley  Portman— Francis  Fane. 
1741  Sir  John  Chapman — John  Buck. 

1746  Percy  Wyndham  O^Brien    ^afterwards  Earl  of 

Thomond,)  vice  J.  Buck,  deceased* 

1747  Robert  Webb— Sir  Charles  Wyndham,  bart 

1740  William  Rowley,  vtee  Sir  C.  Wyndham,  succeeded  to 

the  Peerage. 
1754  Lord  Carpenter— John  Halliday. 
1754  Robert  Maxwell,  (afterwards  Earl  of  Farnham,)  vfce 

John  Halliday,  deceased. 
GEORGE  III. 

1761  Lord  Carpenter,  (afterwards  Earl  of  Tyrconnd,)-— 

Lord  Famhanu 

1762  Lawrence  SnlliTan,  vice  Lord  Tyrconnel,  deceased. 
1758  Alexander  Popham^Nathaniel  Webb. 

1774  Alexander  Popham— John  Halliday. 
1780  General  John  Roberts^ John  Halliday. 
1782  Benjamin  Hammet,  vice  General  Roberts,  deceased. 
1784  Alexander  Popham — Benjamin  Hammet,  who  receiTed 

the  honor  of  knighthood  in  1787. 
1700  Alexander  Popham — SiiF  Benjamin  Hammet. 
1706  William  Moreland— Sir  Benjamin  Hammet 
1800  John  Hammet,  vice  Sir  Benjamin  Hammet,  deceased. 
1802  William  Moreland — John  Hammet. 

1806  John  Hammet — Alexander  Baring. 

1807  John  Hammet — Alexander  Baring. 

1811  Henry  Powell  Collins,  vice  J.  Hammet,  deceased. 

1812  Alexander  Baring— H.  P.  Collins. 

1818  Alexander  Baring— Sir  William  Burronghst  bart. 
1810  H.  P.  Collins,  on  petition,  vice  Sir  W.  Burroughs. 

GEORGE  IV. 
1820  Alexander  Baring^John  Ashley  Warre. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


ON  THE  TRADE,   BfANUFACTURES,   AND  MATIOATIOK   OF 

TAUNTON ^THE  WOOLLEN  MANUPACTOKT THE  8IUL 

MANUFACTORY ^NAVIGATION  OF  THE  RIVER  TONE. 


WOOLLEN    MANWA.CTORT. 

JL  HIS  town  has  been  noted  for  its  woollen  manu- 
factory, in  which  it  carried  on,  for  a  number  of  year^ 
a  very  large  and  extensive  business.  Its  trade  may 
be  traced  back  for  fonr  hundred  and  eighty  years,  to 
the  reign  of  Edward  111.  to  whose  wise  counsels 
belongs  the  glory  of  first  bringing  the  woollen  manu- 
factories into  this  kingdom.  Previously  to  his  reign, 
though  England  was  famous  for  the  growth  of  wooU 
it  does  not  appear,  that  the  people  knew  how  to  make  it 
into  cloths,  unless  of  a  very  coarse  kind,  called yrt^ze^. 
Our  wool  was  exported  to  the  Netherlands,  and  en« 
riched  that  country;  which  gave  occasion  to  the 
institution  of  the  order  of  the  <'  Golden  Fleece,''  by 
the  duke  of  Burgundy.  The  king  availed  himself  of 
the  opportunity  which  ofiered,  through  the  increasing 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries,  in  consequence 
of  his  marrying  the  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Hainault, 
to  send  over,  without  suspicion,  emissaries  to  the 
Netherlands,  to  ingratiate  themselves  with  the  Flemish 
manufacturers.    Every  allurement  was  thrown  out  to 
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this  class  of  men,  who,  in  their  own  country,  earned  with 
hard  labour  a  poor  and  scanty  maintenance,  to  invift 
them  to  transport  tbemselres  and  their  art  to  England. 
On  the  fair  prospect  of  living  in  a  superior  style,  enjoy* 
ing  a  proportional  profit  of  their  labour,  and  formiai^ 
conjugal  connexions  with  the  best  families,  numbait 
came  over,  bringing  with  them  their  tools  and  their 
trade.  Royal  protections  were  granted,  to  enconr^^ 
their  settlement.  One  was  given  by  the  king,  at 
Lincoln,  the  23d  of  July,  1331,  to  John  Kemp, 
of  Flanders,  a  weaver ;  and  a  like  protection  was 
afforded  by  the  king,  at  Westminster,  the  3d  of  May, 
1336,  to  fifteen  weavers,  of  Zealand,  who  came  here 
to  exercise  and  teach  their  art.  One,  who  settled  in 
Gloucestershire,  and  was  peculiarly  eminent,  as  a 
clothier,  had  the  surname  of  Webb  given  him  by  the 
king.' 

The  persons,  who  left  the  Netherlands,  coming 
some  from  one  part,  and  some  from  another,  made 
no  sensible  want  of  hands  in  their  own  country  ;  but, 

'  In  1353  king  Edward  III,  remored  the  staple  of  English  wool 
from  Flanders,  and  fixed  it  in  seyeral  cities  in  England,  particularljr 
at  Westminster*  Brbtol  was  one  of  the  first  towns  in  the  west^ 
where  the  woollen  manufacture  had  been  encooraged.  Some  of  the 
Flemings  settled  at  Taunton  in  1336.  From  the  person  abore. 
mentioned,  wh(^m  king  Edward  named  Webb^  a  familj  of  the  same 
name, lately  resident  in  Tannton,  is  supposed  to  haye  been  descended. 

A  staple  for  wool  was  fixed  at  Exeter  in  1 354.  West^conntrj 
plain  cloths  are  first  mentioned  in  the  13th  of  Richard  11.  ISOO, 
and  their  dimensions  settled. 

From  Taunton  the  woollen  manufacture  was  probably  introduced 
into  Tif erton ;  but  notwithstanding  the  ? icinity  of  these  towns,  we 
hafe  no  certain  account  of  any  progress  made  in  the  latter,  during 
Ae  fearteeath  ceotary. — DunsforfPi  Hut.  of  Tiverton^  p.  3S.  t9i 

Bb 
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collected  together  here,  they  formed  a  great  oamfaen 
it  was  judged  best,  in  order  to  prevent,  on  any  di** 
content,  a  general  resolution  of  returning,  and  ta 
diffuse  the  benefits  of  their  art  over  the  kingdom,  to 
disperse  them  into  different  and  remote  counties,  that 
they  might  establish,  in  each,  different  manufactorieai 
The  making  of  fustians  was  set  up  in  Norwich ;  of 
baize,  at  Sudbury,  in  Suffolk  ;  of  8ays  and  serges,  at 
Colchester,  in  Essex ;  of  broad  cloths,  in  Kent ;  of 
kerseys,  in  Devonshire ;  of  cloth,  in  Worcecitershire 
and  Gloucestershire ;  of  Welch  friezes,  in  Wales ;  of 
doth,  at  KendaU  in  Westmoreland,  and  at  Halifax^ 
in  Yorkshire ;  of  cloth,  in  Hampshire,  Berkshire,  and 
Bussex ;  and  of  serges,  at  Taunton.  The  manuiiBiCtory 
was  greatly  promoted  by  the  discovery  of  f«]lier*s  earth, 
of  superior  quality  to  any  in  Europe.  A  new  acces* 
sion  of  foreigners,  and  the  advancement  of  the  wooUea 
trade  in  England,  were  the  consequences,  in  another 
period,  of  the  cruelties  of  the  duke  of  Alva ;  whose 
tyranny  drove  over  more  Flemings  to  settle  in  this 
country/ 

The  woollen  manufactory,  since  it  was  introduced  and 
^established  in  this  country,  and  has  become  the  staple 
trade  of  the  kingdom,  has  suffered  great  changes  and 
fluctuations.  The  wars  of  the  emperor  Charles  V. 
occasioned,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  a  great  stag« 
nation  of  trade.  The  merchants  could  not  venture 
into  Spain  for  nearly  a  year ;  and  the  goods,  sent  from 
the  different  counties,  to  Blackwell-hall,  for  sale,  found 
no  vent :  few  or  no  merchants  were  disposed  to  pur- 

'  Acta  Regis ;  or  an  Accoant  of  the  Treaties  in  Rjmer^a  FcederSk^ 
ToL  i.  8ro.  p,  19d|  and  Fuller'f  Church  fiistoij;  kUL  p.  Ill,  119^ 
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f^ase^  their  warehouses  being  filled  with  cloths  lyings 
on  hand.  The  labourers,  of  consequence,  were  thrOwa 
out  of  employ ;  and  great  discontents  arose,  especially 
in  Suffolk,  where  they  would  have  fallen  into  some 
riotous  acts,  if  the  duke  of  Norfolk  had  not  wisely 
afppe9sed  them.  The  merchants  were  summoned  to 
appear  before  Cardinal  Wolsey,  who,  in  the  name  of 
the  Jcing*,  reprimanded  them  in  an  angry  tone^  for  not 
fvrchasing  the  goods  brought  to  market ;  and  threat- 
ened them,  that  his  majesty  would  open  a  new  mart  at 
Whitehall,  buy  of  the  clothiers,  and  sell  again  to 
foreign  merchants.  To  which  menace  one  of  them 
pertinently  replied ;  "  My  lord,  the  king  may  buy 
them  as  well  at  Blackwell-hall,  if  it  please  him,  and 
the  strangers  will  gladlier  receive  them  there,  than  at 
Westminster."  *'  You  shall  not  order  that  matter," 
said  the  cardinal ;  **  and  I  shall  first  send  into  London, 
to  kiiow  what  cloths  you  have  in  your  hands,  and  that 
done,  the  king  and  his  counsel  shall  appoint  who  shall 
buy  the  cloths,  I  warrant  you."  With  this  answer 
the  Londoners  departed.' 

After  this,  the  woollen  manufactory  revived*,  and 

'  Grafton^s  Chronicle^  toI.  ii.  p.  1167,  68. 

*  It  may  be  inferred  that  the  trade  of  Taunton  vas  in  a  very 
flourishing  state,  so  as  to  raiikAiith  that  of  Bristol,  in  the  time  of 
Ed>¥ard'VI.  for  when  lord  Russell,  ih  a  rebellion  of  the  people  of 
Cornwall  and  Devon,  was  quite  dispirited,  because  he  had  not 
rcceiTcd  the  expected  supplies  for  suppressing  it  from  the  court, 
three  merchants  of  £xeter,  Prestwood,  Bodlie,  and  Periam,  assisted 
him  with  such  a  sum  of  money,  borrowed  on  their  credit  from  the 
merchants  of  Bristol,  Lyme,  and  Taunton,  as  quite  dispelled  his 
iordibip's  heaviness.— <-Fii//^'#  CAwc/i  Hiiiortf^-'^Uisior^  of 
Exeter,  p.  S^^^^r.  Toulnrn's  MSS. 
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^e  trade  between  England  and  the  Netherlands  (if 

we  may  believe  Camden)  amounted,  in  bis  timey  to 

above  twelve  millions  of  gold  ducats.     But,  in  1564, 

'it  was  almost  entirely  sunk.     This  was  owing  to  the 

•  artifice  of  Cardinal  Granville,  who  had  persuaded  the 

^^verness  of  the  Netherlands  to  prohibit  the  impc^ta- 

tation  of  English  cloth.  This  led  the  English  to  settle 

a  cloth  staple  at  Embden,  in  East  Friesland.     Bat, 

by  the  influence  and  management  of  a  new  ambassador 

from  Spain,  the  two  nations  were  reconciled ;  and  it 

was  agreed,  that  the  treaty  of  commerce,  made  in  die 

4ime  of  Maximilian  1.  called  intercursus  marines,  should 

be  observed  on  both  sides.' 

New  •encouragement  and  support  were  afforded  to 
4he  woollen  manufactory,  in  1622,  by  a  commission, 
which  passed  ihe  21st  of  October,  for  re-establishing 
it.*  But  the  sources  of  commerce  lie  deeper  than  m 
4he  language  and  promises  of  acts  of  state,  and  national 
ordinances ;  and  must  be  sought  in  the  wants  of  man- 
kind, and  the  freedom  of  their  mutual  intercourse.' 

Some  years  after  this,  the  war  with  Spain,  breaking 
out  in  1655,  operated  greatly  to  the  disadvantage  of 
the  woollen  trade.  Before  this,  we  find,  that  Taunton 
serges  were  in  great  reputation  and  demand,  as 
fashionable  wearing,  being  lighter  than  cloth,  and  yet 
thicker  than  many  other  stufi^s.  But  such  was  the 
effect  of  that  war,  that  **  trade,'*  says  my   author, 

*  Acta  Regia,  vol.  ir*  p.  7K 

*  Acta  Re^a,  loL  It.  p.  310. 

'  In  the  4th  of  James  I.  chap.  2.  ^^  An  Act  for  the  tme  mkiog 
of  woolloo  cloth'*  mentioni  broad  cloths,  commonlj  called  ZV 
tom^  Bridgwaters,  and  Dunilers.— Dr.  TQutmin^U  JUSS» 
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**  loDg  sinee  coinplBiiied  of  to  be  dead,  is  now  lamented 
generally  as  buried,  though  hereafter  it  may  have  a: 
resurrection."' 

This  hope  was  afterwards  realized ;  for  trade  re- 
rived,  and  was  carried  to  a  great  extent,  after  our 
civil  distractions  were  composed.     William  III.  grave 
his  utmost   countenance  to  every  undertaking  that 
promised  its  advancement :  several  amendments  were 
made,  and  many  useful  manufactories  were  established.^ 
By  the  year  1704,  trade  arose  in  Taunton  to  a  very 
flourishing  height ;  for  we  are  told,  that  eight  thousand 
Ave  hundred  persons  were  weekly  employediii  making* 
its  cloths.'     The  population  of  this  tewn^  about  that 
period,  was  so  great  and  rapidr  that  it  was  called  the- 
nursery  for  queen  Anne's  wars  i  but  the  number  of  its. 
inhabitants  would  scarcely  have  been  sa  considerable^ 
had  not  the  state  of  trade  been  prosperous. 

The  circumstance,  which  gave  Taunton  the  advlin* 
tage  in  pomt  of  nianofactory,  invited  clothiers  to 
settle  in  it,  and  drew  on  it  the  envy  of  other  towns^ 
was  the  peculiar  tenure  of  its-  estates..  For  everyi 
mortgfage  being  entered  in  the  €asde  books,  which, 
was  a  security*  against  frauds,  money  could  be  borrowed 
there,  above  a  hui^dred  and  thirty  years  agOj^  at  five 
pounds  per  cent.^ 

'  Faner'»  Worthies  of  England,  p.  18,  19. 

*  Gee  on  Trade  nnd  Na? igation ;  a  new  edition,  1707^ p«  90^  ^U, 

'  Chamberkiync'8  Present  State  of  England,  p.  37. 

^  Yarranton's  England's^  Improvement,  by  Sea.  and  Land,  1677» 
<<  The  manor  of  Taunton.Dean,  in  Somersetsbice,"  says  this  aathor^ 
<<  is  nnder  a  register,  and  there  the  land  is  worth  33  years*  pufchast^ 
altkongh  bat  a  copyhold  manor ;  and,  at  any  time^  he^  that  had^ 
100  pottiids  a  year  ia  ths  manor  of  Tanton^  may  go  ta  tks  sasda 
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Since  this,  the  manufactory  hath  undergone  great 
changes ;  of  this  the  different  sums,  with  which  the  re-- 
ceivers  for  the  county,  at  different  periods,  contracted 
to  supply  the  town  weekly,  afford  a  proof.  From  1727 
to  1 734,  the  cash  delivered,  on  contract,  to  the  trades* 
men,  for  bills  of  exchange,  amounted  to  one  thousiind 
five  hundred  pounds  per  week  ;  and  the  trade  seldom 
produced,  at  thq  same  time,  less  than  five  hundred 
mdidores,  (six  hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds,)  froofr 
Falmouth.  For  ten  years,  from  1734  to  1744,  there 
Was  not  more  than  about  three  hundred  pounds  in  cash 
delivered  weekly ;  and  for  the  next  seven  years,  iroai- 
1744  to  1751,  it  did  not  amount  to  more  than  two 
hundred  pounds  per  week.' 

and  take  ap  2000  pounds  upon  his  lands,  and  bny  stuffs  witb  the 
money,  and  go  to  London  and  sell  his  stn£fs,  and  retom  dowii  lii» 
moneys,  and  pay  bat  fife  pounds  in  the  hundred  for  his  moseySy 
and  discharge  his  lands.  This  Is  the  cause  of  the  great  trade  and 
riches  about  Taunton.Dean.  (O  happy  Taunton-Dean !)  What, 
gentleman  can  do  thus  with  free.lands  ?  No,  it  is  not  worth  sixteen 
years'  purchase  all  England  over,  one  place  with  another ;  and,  if 
not  timely  put  under  a  register,  it  will  come  to  twehe  years'  pur- 
chase before  long."     P.  27,  and  also  p.  31,  34,  100,  109*     T. 

'  In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  March  1743,  p.  139,  142y 
there  is  a  paper  copied  from  "  The  Champion*'  of  the  3d  of  tkat 
mpnth,  entitled  "  The  Cries  of  the  Woollen  Manufacturers  in  the 
West,  particularly  in  Somersetshire  and  Devon,  with  the  lamentable 
consequences  of  them.  From  the  Vale  of  Taunton,  between  Taun- 
ton  and  Exeter." 

It  may  be  concluded,  that  at  that  time  the  woollen  trade  was 
peculiarly  dull ;  but  there  is  nothing  in  this  paper  that  applies 
particularly  to  the  state  of  it  in  Taunton.  The  discouragements, 
-which  it  states  as  affecting  the  manufacturers,  are  general,  not  local ; 
such  as  the  smuggling  of  wool  to  foreign  parts ;  the  practice  of  tmck, 
first,  from  the  merchant  to  the  serge-maker|  and  from  tke 
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The  woollen  manufactory  of  Taunton  is  now  reduced 
to  a  low  ebb,  whilst  in  other  places,  and  in  the  north 
particularly,  it  has  grreatly  flourished.  There  is  not 
at  present,  (1821)  it  is  believed,  more  than  ten  or 
twelve  looms  employed  in  this  trade,  and  not  above 
SIX  or  eight  persons  as  woolcombers.  The  decay  of 
it  here  must  therefore  be  sought  in  causes  that  have 
had  a  local  operation.  Contested  elections,  by  no 
means  friendly  to  industry,  it  is  highly  probable,  have 
proved  particularly  prejudicial'  to  a  trade,  which,  at 
times,  could  admit  of  no  delay,  in  the  execution  of 
orders  for  goods,  that  must  be  ready  for  the  sailing  of 
abips,  and  the  seasons  of  foreign  fairs.  The  miscbil^ 
of  Uieir  influence,  in  this  respect,  was  particularly  felt 
in  the  continued  and  violent  opposition  of  the  yeeir 
1754;  The  demand  for  its  goods  was  then  great ;  but 
through  the  idleness  and  drunkenness  of  the  season,  it 
could  not  be  answered.  The  orders,  being  returned 
lo  the  merchants,  were  sent,  for  execution,  to  other 
towns;  with  •which  the  int^course,  thus^  opened^ 
was  continued.  The  high  price  of  labour,  affixed  to^ 
some  particular  articles,  at  the  first  inventtorr,  though 
then  an  encouragement  to  ingenuity  and  industry, 

all  under  workers  ;  the  tax  upon  soap  and  candles ;  the  ladies  not 
wearing  articles  of  woollen  manufacture  more  than  they  did ;  the 
gentlemen  of  the  court  buying  their  clothes  in  France ;  the  denial  of 
letters  of  marque,  and  delay  of  convoys  for  the  merchant  ship^;  an4 
the  prohibition  of  Spanish  wool.  One  discouragement  indeed  was 
local,  but  that  related  to  Tiverton  only,  which  arose  from  the 
recelTership  of  the  land-tax  being  gi?en  to  a  sergc-maker,  through 
corporation  interest,  who,  having  so  much  public  money  lying  in  his 
tknds,  forestalled  the  markets,  and  could  undersell  all  other  trades-- 
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^▼eiitiially  bas  operated  to  the  g^eral  detriment  of 
trade.  It  furnished  some  of  the  more  carefel  moA 
provident  labonrers  with  the  means  of  becoming  ma«* 
nofacturers  themselves^  and  of  setting  up  looms  in 
their  own  houses.  The  number  of  competitors  was  thm 
greatly  niultipliedy  who  not  haying  capitak,  that  woidd 
enable  them  to  give  credit,  and  to  carry  on  buaineas 
with  ease,  were  obliged,  by  abatements  on  the  prkae^ 
to  procure  a  speedy  return  for  their  goods.  The  Talas 
of  the  articles  being  thus  reduced  at  market,  a  redne^ 
tion  of  wages  necessarily  followed.  This  could  not 
be  effected  without  warm  struggles  between  the  diA> 
i«nt  classes  of  manufacturers;  nor,  when  earned^ 
without  bringing  on  a  deterioration  of  the  quality  of 
tbe  goods,  which  must  sink  their  estimation  in  fsfeign 
markets.  The  taste  of  those  markets  has  also  changed^ 
and  a  preference,  at  them,  is  given  to  woollen  goods 
of  a  different  kind ;  or  to  the  various  articles  of  the 
cotton  manufactory.  But  the  decline  of  the  wcNillen 
trade  of  Taunton  must  be  also  ascribed,  in  a  g^reat 
degree,  to  the  advantages,  which  the  manufacturers  in 
the  north  have  derived  over  us,  from  the  introduction 
and  use  of  spinning  machines ;  which  would  have  been 
peculiarly  useful  here,  not  only  to  secure  the  exact  and 
true  execution  of  this  part  of  the  trade,  but  to  supply 
the  want  of  hands  for  conducting  it,  which,  for  a 
number  of  years,  was  very  sensibly  felt. 

To  these  causes,  it  is  conceived,  may  be  traced  the 
decline  of  the  woollen  manufacture  in  this  town.  It 
is,  however,  a  pleasure  to  those,  who  feel  an  attachment 
to  its  interest,  to  reflect,  that  though  that  trade  has 
greatly  declined,  the  town  haanot  wholly  lost  its  weigbl 
and  importance  as  a  town  of  trade. 
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THE  SII.K  MANUFACTORY. 

Among  other  sources  of  employment  for  the  poor, 
mnd  as  causes  giving  a  new  and  increased,  though  a 
different  motion  to  the  springs  of  trade  in  this  town, 
■Mist  be  mentioned  the  erection  of  silk  mills,  and  the 
introduction  of  silk-weaving. 

The  art  of  making  fine  Italian  organzine^  or  thrown 
silk,  out  of  fine  raw  silk,  which  was  formerly  boogM 
with  our  money,  ready  wrought  in  Italy,  was  first 
discovered  with  the  utmost  ditiiculty  and  hazard,  and 
introduced  into  this  kingdom  by  sir  Thomas  Lombe. 
The  brother  of  this  gentleman,  whose  head  was  well 
turned  for  mechanics,  supported  by  sir  Thomas's  foK 
tune,  went  to  Savoy,  to  make  a  discovery  of  the 
structure  of  a  large  and  curious  machine  there,  hf 
which  all  the  organzine  silk  was  made,  and  which  was 
guarded  with  the  utmost  jealousy  from  the  knowledge 
and  inspection  of  other  nations ;  for  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia made  it  death  to  discover  the  invention,  or  to 
attempt  to  carry  it  out  of  his  dominions.  Mr.  Lombe, 
after  a  long  stay  and  great  expense  in  that  country, 
formed  means  to  see  this  engine  so  often,  and  to  pry 
into  the  nature  of  it  so  narrowly,  that  he  made  himself 
master  of  its  structure,  and  of  all  the  different  parts 
and  motions  belonging  to  it.  After  his  return  to 
England,  Sir  Thomas  Lombe,  under  the  protection 
of  a  royal  patent,  in  1718,  erected  a  machine  on  thcf 
same  plan,  at  Derby.  It  was  three  years  in  building, 
and  contained  twenty-six  thousand  five  hundred  and 
eighty  six  wheels,  and  ninety-seven  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  forty-six  movements.  A  water-wheel 
gave  motion  to  tdl  the  other  wheels  and  movemtilts^ 
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of  which  any  one  might  be  stopped  sepai^tely.  Thw 
wheel  went  round  three  times  in  one  minute,  and 
worked,  every  time,  seventy-three  thousand  seven 
fiundred  and  twenty-six  yards  of  silk  thread.  One 
fire-engine  conveyed  warm  air  to  every  part  of  the 
machine,  and  one  regulator  governed  the  whole  woiib 

The  whole  term  of  fourteen  years,  for  which  the 
patent  was  granted,  through  the  various  difiioulties 
attending  so  new  and  great  an  undertaking,  was 
almost  expired,  before  the  manufactory  could  be 
brought  to  perfection.  On  this  account,  on  January 
the  28th,  1732,  Sir  Thomas  Lombe  applied  to  parlia- 
ment to  take  his  case  into  consideration,  and  to  gprant 
him  a  further  term  of  years  for  the  sole  making  and 
using  the  said  engines,  or  such  other  recompense  as  to 
the  house  should  seem  meet. 

To  prolong  the  term,  or  to  grant  a  new  term,  waa 
considered  as  a  measure  which  would  invest  the  patent 
tee  with  a  power  to  disturb  all  other  inventions,  any 
way  resembling  his  own,  and  prevent  the  nation^a 
making  any  benefit  of  his  invention.  A  bill,  therefore^ 
for  granting  fourteen  thousand  pounds  to  sir  Thomaa 
Lombe,  as  a  recompense  for  his  introducing  the 
machine  for  working  Italian  organzine,  passed,  and 
received  the  royal  assent,  the  3d  of  April,  1732. 

•  ^  HattoQ)  in  his  History  of  Derby,  gives  a  somewhat  differsaC 
apcoant  of  the  introduction  of  this  machine,  and  of  the  machida 
itself : — 

<^  The  Italians  had  the '  exclusive  art  of  si  Ik.  throwing,  and 
conseqnently  the  absolute  command  of  that  lucratife  traffic.  The 
wear  of  silks  was  the  taste  of  the  ladies ;  and  the  British  merchsat 
was  obliged  to  apply  to  the  Italian,  with  ready  money^  for  tiir 
aiiide,  at  an  exorbitant  price. 
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^<  JohD  Lombe,  a  man  of  spirit,  a  good  draughts-man,  and  an 
•zcelleDt  mechanic,  tra? elied  into  Italy,  with  a  ? iew  of  obtaioiof 
tho  secret.  By  perseferance  and  bribery  he  acquired  the  whole; 
when  his  plot  being  discoTcred,  he  fled,  with  the  utmost  precipitSp 
tion,  on  board  a  ship,  at  the  hazard  of  his  life,  taking  with  him  two 
natiTes,  who  had  faTonred  his  interest  and  his  life,  at  the  risk  of 
their  own. 

^^  Arriving  safely  with  his  acquired  knowiedge,  he  fijKed-  opott 
Derby  as  a  proper  place  for  his  purpose,  where  he  erected  th« 
present  works. 

^^  Being  established  to  his  wish,  he  procured,  in  1718,  a  patent 
from  the  crown,  to  secure  the  profits  during  fourteen  years.  Mr» 
Lombe  soon  after  died,  as  was  supposed  by  poison,  administered 
by  an  Italian  woman,  sent  ofer  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  him^ 
He  died  a  bachelor,  aud  his  property  fell  into  the  hands  of.hii 
brother,  William,  who  only  lived  a  short' time.  These  works  thea 
became  the  property  of  his  cousin.  Sir.  Thomas  Lombe.  This  waft 
about  1736. 

^<  In  1732  the  patent  expired;  when  Sir  Thomas  petitioned 
parliament  for  a  renewal,  pleading  that  <Mhe  works  had  taken  a^ 
long  time  in  })erfecting,  and  the  people  in  teaching, and  that  there  had 
been  none  to  acquire  emolument  from  the  patent."  But  he  omitted 
to  inform  them  that  he  had  already  accumulated  more  than  eightjr 
thousand  pounds  by  means  of  his  machinery. 

^<  GoTemment,  willing  to  spread  so  nsefal  an  InTentioa,  gave* 
Sir  Thomas  fourteen  thousand  pounds,  to  suffer  the  trade  to  b^ 
laid  open,  and  a  model  of  the  works  taken,  which  was  for  manf^ 
years  kept  in  the  Tower,  and  considered  a  great  curiosity." 

^  Hutton  says  '^  the  number  of  wheels  in  Sir  Thomas  Lombe's 
machine  is  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty.four.  The 
moTements  (an  indefinite  word,)  will  bear  a  large  deductlom 
What  number  ot  yards  are  wound  erery  rerolution  of  the  wheal, 
no  man  can  tell,  nor  is  the  number  open  to  calculation.  The  wheel 
revolfes  about  twice  in  a  minute.  The  superb Jir^^ngine^  which 
blazes  in  description,  was  only  a  common  stoTe,  that  warmed  one 
comer  of  the  large  building.  The  regulator  is  a  peg  in  the  master* 
wheel,  which  strikes  a  small  bell  eyery  reTolution:  near  It  Ism 
pendulum  that  librates  about  fifty  times  in  a  midut«.  Twenty 4Mdr* 
▼ihimtioiis  of  the  peodoUm  te  tite  mMm^nMUf^t4im^9^kmL 
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^<  Althoagli  there  are  a  great  number  of  parts,  may  ona  of  wHdi 
aoaj  be  stopped,  and  separated  at  pleasure,  yet  the  whole,  eslenA^f 
through  five  large  rooms,  is  one  regular  machine,  which  movea  and 
stops  together.  Every  minute  part  is  attended  with  two  wheels^ 
one  of  which  turns  the  other.  If  two  are  separated,  the  last  stops 
of  course,  while  the  former  moves  gently  on. 

<<  The  raw  silk  is  brought  in  hanks^  or  skains,  called  slips,  aai 
would  take  five  or  six  days  in  winding  off,  though  kept  nuiviog  tarn 
hours  a  day.  Some  are  the  produce  of  Persia ;  others  of  Caatoi^ 
coarse,  and  in  small  slips ;  some  from  Piedmont,  of  a  yellowish 
colour;  and  some  from  China,  perfectly  white.  The  work  passes 
Arough  three  different  engines  ;  one  to  wind ;  the  second  to  twbt ; 
and  the  third  to  double.  Although  the  thread  is  fine,  it  is  an  acau 
mulation  of  many  fibres.  The  workman's  care  is  chiefly  to  tnitOy 
hgr  a  knot,  a  thread  that  breaks ;  to  take  out  tlie  burs  and  uneifeft 
parts,  some  of  which  are  little  bags,  fabricated  by  the  silluworai 
as  a  grave  for  itself,  when  nature  inspires  the  instinct  of  preparing^ 
for  death.  The  bags  are  neatly  closed  up,  and  hung  to  a  thready  to 
the  last  effort  towards  its  own  funeral.  They  generally  moulder  to 
a  darkish  dust;  sometimes  they  are  totally  gone;  but  Mr.  Huttoir 
says  he  has  frequently  taken  them  out  alive.  The  threadsavo' 
continually  breaking;  and  to  tie  them  is  principally  the  buriness 
of  children,  whose  fingers  are  nimble.  The  machine  continually 
turns  a  round  bobbin,  or  small  block  of  wood,  which  draws  the- 
tiiread  from  the  slip,  while  expanded  upon  a  swift,  suspended  on  a 
centre.  The  moment  the  thread  breaks,  the  swift  stops.  One  persoft 
commands  from  twenty  to  sixty  threads.  If  many  cease,  at  the 
same  time,  to  turn,  it  amounts  to  a  fault." 

The  act  of  parliament  for  granting  a  recompense  to 
air  Thomas  Lombe  left  the  way  open  for  ingenuity  and 
industry  to  avail  themselves  of  the  invention,  and  to 
erect  similar  works  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom; 
which  was  done  at  Sherborne,  in  Dorsetshire,  and  sit 
other  towns.  In  1781,  Messrs.  Yansommer  and  I^tuI^ 
silk-mercers,  in  Pall-mall,  London,  purchased  of  Mr.. 
Noble,  of  Taunton,  a  large  brew-house  and  the  adyoinf-^ 
ing  premises^  situated  in  Upper  High-ttreet ;  and  of 
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Mr.  Pounsbery,  baker,  a  right  to  use  the  water  of  the 
contignous  mills.   Here  they  erected  a  large  building, 
within  which  extensive  machinery  was  placed,  with 
suitable  wheels,  for  making  thrown  silk  out  of  fine  raw 
silk,  on  the  model  of  that  at  Derby.     In  1 783,  Mr. 
Wilmot,  the  proprietor  of  a  similar  silk  mill  at  Sher« 
borne,  and  Mr.  John  Norman,  of  Taunton,  purchased, 
of  the  assignees  of  Messrs.  Yansommer  and  Paul,  this 
machine,  and  the  premises  on  which  it  was  erected; 
and  continued  to^ork  it,  in  partnership,  till  the  death 
of  Mr.  Wilmot,  in  1787 ;  after  which  time  it  became 
the  sole  property  and  concern  of  Mr.  Norman,  and  it 
now  ( 1 82 1 )  the  property  of  his  son,  Samuel  Norman, 
of  Wilton,  Esq.    It  is  an  advantage  belonging  to  such 
works,  that  they  employ  a  number  of  hands,  and  of 
children  from  a  very  early  period  of  life.  The  machine^ 
of  which  we  are  speaking,  generally  supplies  with 
labour  from  sixty  to  eighty  persons. 

Mr.  Vansommer  was  not  disheartened  by  the 
unfortunate  circumstances  which  obliged  him  to  relin* 
quish  his  first  undertaking.  In  1781,  he  purchased 
some  new  buildings  in  Canon-street,  and  converted 
them  into  houses,  for  carrying  on  the  different  branches 
of  the  silk  manufactory;  which  afterwards  became 
the  property  of  Mr.  John  James,  of  London,  These 
works  consisted  of  machinery,  on  a  small  scale,  for 
throwing  silk,  which  was  set  in  motion  by  a  woman 
treading  the  large  wheel ;  and  of  thirty-two  looms  for 
weaving.  Mr.  James  employed  here  about  sixty  per- 
sons in  the  manufacture  of  Barcelona  handkerchief^ 
tiffanies,  Canterbury  muslins,  modes,  florentines,  and 
ladies*  shawls.    This  establishment  continued  in  some 

Mctintj  for  tea  or  twel?e  years,  foid  ww  tben  girra  vp. 
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'It  was  in  1778  that  the  weavinor  of  silk  was  fint 
introduced  into  Taunton,  by  Messrs.  Forbes  and 
Wasdaie,  and  the  manufacture  carried  forward  by 
ihem  upon  a  small  scale.  In  1795,  Mr.  Leney  Smith, 
of  Xiondon,  was  induced  by  sir  Benjamin  HammeC 
to  .commence  here  the  weaving  of  crape ;  and  aboat  the 
y^ar  1 80(>,  the  silk  manufactory  was  much  augmented 
by  Mr.  £very.  It  has  been  constantly  increasing  since 
that  period,  and  is  now  carried  on,  upon  an  extensit^ 
scale,  by  Messrs.  Ingleby,  Jones,  and  Co.  of  Wood- 
street,  London;  and  by  Messrs.  Stokes,  Meat,  and 
Parsons,  of  Gutter-lane,  Cheapside,  London.  The  prin- 
cipal articles  which  are  manufactured  at  Taunton 
are  crapes,  persians,  sarsnets,  and  dttFerent  sorts  of 
mixed  goods,  figured  and  plain.  The  gentlemen  con- 
cerned in  this  trade  have  lately  made  great  improve- 
ments in  the  variety  and  beauty  of  the  several  fabrics: 
The  number  of  looms  employed  amounts  to  about 
eight  himdred  in  Taunton,  and  two  hundred  in  the 
vicinity.  There  are  about  one  thousand  persons  en- 
gfaged  in  weaving,  one  hundred  as  winders,  and  two 
hundred  as  quillers.  The  throwing  mills  employ  about 
five  hundred  persons ;  making-,  in  the  whole,  about 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  persons. 

*  The  throwing  mills  are  those  of  Mr.  Norman,  in 
Upper  lligh-sti-eet;  of  Messrs.  Balance  and  Co.  in 
£astreach,  Taunton ;  of  Mr.  Blinkhorn,  at  Staple- 
grove;  and  of  Mr.  Swift,  at  Preston,  near  Mil verton. 

It  may  be  reckoned  an  advantage,  which  the  town 
of  Taunton  has  gained  in  point  of  trade,  that  besides 
ihe  establishment  of  such  works,  it  is  become,  of  late 
years,  much  the  resort  of  persons  of  independent  for* 
tone;  great  part  of  whicb^  as  fw  as  coneenis  die 


tiecefsary  articles  of  life,  must  be  expended  ui^  the 
tov(^n  and  its  neighbourhood,  and  occasion  a  considartk- 
ble  circulation  of  cash,  notwithstanding  the  ungena* 
rops,  if  not  n^istaken,  economy ,wbich  prevails,  not  only 
her^,  but  in  several  other  places,  of  purchasing  many 
articles  in  the  metropolis,  to  the  discouragement  and 
injury  of  hoqie  exertioiis  and  industry.  The  accession 
of  genteel  families  to  the  town  is  much  owing  to  the 
modern  improvements,  in  various  respects,  which  hfive 
taken  place,  s^nd  which  will  be  described  in  anoAher 
chapter. 

NAVIGATION    OF    THS   mVER   TONS. 

The  first,  who  formed  the  public-spirited  scheme 
of  rendering  the  river  Tone  navigable,  was  JoliB 
Malet,  of  Enmore,  esq.  the  last  heir  male  of  an  ancient 
baronial  family  in  this  county,  of  whom  Thomas 
Malet,  esq«  was  sheriff  of  Somersetshire  in  the^  18th  of 
queen  Elizabeth.  In  the  13th  of  king  Charles  the 
first,  a  commission,  under  the  great  seal,  was  granted 
to  John  Coventry,  esq.  and  other  gentlemen,  to  treat 
and  compound  with.all  the  owners  of  mills,  lands,  and 
tenements,  that  compensation  might  be  made  for 
such  parts  of  their  property  near  the  river,  as  Mr* 
]V)[alet  would  want  for  making  the  river  navigable 
from  Bridgwater  to  ^aunton,  and  from  thence  to 
Bradford  bridge.  The.  work  was  undertaken  at  the 
sole  expense  of  Mr.  Malet,  and  all  persons  concerned 
were  satisfied  out  of  his  estate.  A  warrant,  to  be  afters 
wards  passed  into  a  patent,  was  also  granted  by  the 
king^  to  secure  to  this  gentleman  the  quiet  enjoyment 
of  the  ifayigation  which  he  had  effected.     Mr.  Male^ 

at j^diNbf:  Wi  «a  only  dftUghteri  £lizabetb>  muded 
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to  John  Wilmoty  the  cdebrated  and  last  eari  of 
Kocherter,  of  that  family,  to  whom  she  carried  the 
great  estate  of  the  Malets.  This  lady  had  issue  tiiree 
daaghters,  Anne  Wilmot,  afterwards  married  to  the 
Hon.  Francis  Greville,  son  and  heir  apparent  of  Fidke 
lord  Brooke ;  Elizabeth  Wilmot,  afterwards  coontess 
of  Sandwich ;  and  Malet  Wilmot,  who  became  Tis- 
eountess  Lisbume.  The  warrant,  which  had  been 
granted  to  the  g^ndfather  of  these  ladies,  having  by 
some  neglect,  or  otherwise,  miscarried,  they  obtained 
from  king  Charles  II.  while  they  were  unmarried, 
letters  patent,  dated  the  6th  day  of  November,  in  the 
86th  year  of  his  reign,  g^nting  to  them,  their  hmtm 
and  assigns,  to  their  own  use,  without  any  aceonnt 
whatsoever,  the  sole  navigation  of  the  said  river,  as 
far  as  Ham  Mills,  and  no  farther ;  and  the  full  benefit 
and  advantage  thereof  in  the  most  ample  manner. 

In  the  year  1608,  some  gentlemen  of  the  town  of 
Taunton,  to  the  number  of  thirty,  formed  the  useful 
scheme  of  making  and  completing  the  navigation  of 
the  river  Tone  from  Bridgwater  to  Ham  Mills,  and 
from  thence  to  the  town  of  Taunton ;  and  entered  into 
a  mutual  agreement  to  apply  for  an  act  of  parliament 
to  effect  the  same,  and  to  purchase  of  the  countess  of 
Sandwich,  the  viscountess  Lisbume,  and  the  lady 
Anne  Greville,  all  their  rights  in  the  navigation  of  the 
river.  A  transfer  of  them  was  accordingly  made  by 
these  ladies  and  their  husbands,  by  a  deed,  bearing 
date  the  4th  of  March,  in  the  10th  year  of  the  reig^ 
of  king  William,  to  John  Friend,  gentleman,  in  trust, 
who  was  one  of  those  that  engaged  in  this  undertaking. 
The  sum  of  three  hundred  and  thirty  pounds  was  paid 
for  this  purchase. 
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In  the  parliament  of  the  10th  and  1 1th  years  of  king 
William  the  third,  an  act  was  passed  for  the  improve^ 
mentof  the  navigation  of  this  river.  The  preamble  of 
this  act  recites.  That  John  Malet,  esq.  in  pursuance  of 
a  commission  from  king  Charles  I.  in  the  13th  year  of 
his  reign,  made  the  river  Tone  in  some  sort  navigable 
from  Bridgwater,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  to 
Ham-mills,  in  the  said  county ;  in  consideration 
whereof,  king  Charles  II.  by  letters  patent,  dated  in 
the  36th  year  of  his  reign,  granted  to  the  heirs  of  the 
taid  John  Malet  the  sole  navig-ation  of  that  part  of  the 
lAlid  river;  and  that  all  the  interest  of  the  said  John 
Malet  and  his  heirs  therein  is  conveyed  and  assigned 
to  John  Friend,  Thomas  Baker,  Christopher  Cook, 
Francis  Hobart,  Charles  Totterdell,  Jedidiah  Saf- 
ford,  James  Reed,  Thomas  Mundy,  Arthur  Towill, 
Thomas  Westcombe,  jun.  Benjamin  Risdon,  Thomas 
Whinnell,  Samuel  Peacock,  John  Amory,  Peter  Aplin, 
John  Gray,  Matthew  Warren,  Francis  Newton, 
William  Smith,  Thomas  Gunston,  Joseph  Helliard, 
Thomas  Ford,  Joseph  Way,  Maiirice  Hamond, 
Robert  Webb,  William  Willner,  John  Foy,  John 
Kirkpatrick,  Thomas  Purkis,  and  Thomas  Butler, 
inhabitants  of  the  parishes  of  Tartntbn  Saint  Mary 
Magdalen,  Taunton  Saint  James,  Bishop*s-Hull,  or 
Wilton,  in  the  said  county,  who  have  purchased  the 
same,  and  who  are  willing  at  their  own  expense,  until 
they  can  be  repaid,  to  keep  the  said  river  navigable. 

It  is  then  enacted,  that  the  said  John  Friend,  Thomas 
Baker,  &c.  &c.  and  their  successors,  shall  be  conser- 
vators of  the  said  river  Tone,  and,  by  themselves  or 
agents,  may  deanse  and  keep  the  same  navigable  frfHtt 

c  c 
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-Qmigw^ar  to  Ham-mills,  and  thence  to  the  towB  ^ 
TtootoD ;  and  for  that  purpose  may  dig  the  groimd  mv 
a^oiningfy  and  remove  aoy ^biog  tbfit  «9ay  1>^  an  impft-* 
^meDt  to  the  said  passag^e ;  and  may  cat  a  new  cham^L 
if  occasion  be,  throug^h  any  ground,  making  recempcpfUL 
for  the  same ;  and  may  cat  any  other  stream  for  ma^jiy. 
the  said  river  navigable,  and  bpild  bridges,  whwl|%v 
locks,  wears,  turnpikes,  or  other  works  in  or  msiur  thft- 
same,  and  bring,  lay,  and  work  lUl  materiala  rjaqMiitt^ 
thereunto,  and  make  a  path  or  way  on  the  ndea  of  tjht^ 
'Siid  river,  for  watermen,  boat,  or  bargemen,  of  otiiMqk 
It  is  further  enacted,  that  the  said  cpn^rvpi^qB^  ^, 
liie  major  part  ^ef  them,  before  they  medfle  with  tipp. 
person's  land  or  inheritance,  shall  agree  with  Htfe  QWkp. 
«ei9i  tf>r  the  loss  or  damage  they  may  receive  Ih^cJIiy:  j 
•and  if  they  cannot  agree  on  the  value,  or  if  tl^  tUk^i 
10  Ui  an  infant,  feme-covert,  ecclesiastical  peraM)it  pt 
corporation,  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  within  tftiftfl 
•days  after  such  request  made  by  the  sa^  conservatjapR*^ 
in  writing,  and  at  their  charge,  by  a  jury  of  twenty- 
four  disinterested  persons,  and  examining  witnessef 
upon  oath,  and  hearing  the  parties  interested,  (if  tbejr 
appear,)  may  order  in  writing,  after  public  notice  set 
up  at  the  market-cross  in  Taunton,  and  left  with  the 
occupiers  of  the  said  lands,  twenty  days  b^ore  such 
inquiry,  what  satisfaction  such  owner  or  tenant  <^H 
have,  and  the  same  shall  be  binding  to  all  parties; 
which  agreement  of  the  parties  interested,  or  deter- 
mination of  the  jury,  or  major  part  of  them,  being  pat 
in  writingunder  the  hands  and  seals  of  the  conservatQi^ 
or  major  part  of  them,  and  the  proprietorif,  or  of  iha 
jnJ7#  or  major  part  of  them,  withwi  few  d»j[*  ftftlC jtl^ 
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mtkiog  thereof,  shall  be  enrolled  amongf  the  recordt 
of  the  sessions  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Somerset : 
and  then,  upon  payment  of  the  money»  or  a  tender 
according  to  the  act»  the  conservators  may  enter  on 
the  said  lands,  and  do  any  act  pursuant  to  such  agree- 
ment or  order.  And  the  better  to  ascertain  the  value 
of  such  land,  the  jury  shall  and  may  summon  any  per- 
sons before  them,  as  often  as  it  shall  be  necessary,  aa 
well  interested  as  others,  and  take  their  information 
on  oath,  and  thereupon  order  in  writing  on  parchment, 
under  hand  and  seal,  what  satisfaction  shall  be  made; 
ifHiich  determination  shall  be  good,  notwithstanding 
the  absence  of  the  parties  interested,  or  their  not  being 
heard. 

It  is  also  further  enacted,  that  for  reimbursing  the 
conservators  the  principal  money  of  the  said  purchase, 
and  what  they  shall  lay  out  in  making  and  keeping 
the  said  river  navigable,  &c.  with  interest,  at  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  till  they  shall  be  repaid  ;  every  boat, 
barge,  or  vessel,  that  shall  pass  up  the  said  river,  from 
Bridgwater,  or  other  part  thereof,  towards  Ham-mills, 
shall  pay,  to  the  use  of  the  said  conservators,  a  toll  of 
not  above  four-pence  for  every  weigh  of  coals  so 
carried,  of  forty-eight  bushels  Bridgwater  measure, 
which  is  equal  to  two  chaldrons,  or  seventy-two  bushels 
Winchester  measure,  and  two-pence  for  every  ton  of 
other  goods,  as  often  as  they  shall  so  pass,  and  so  pro- 
poftionably  for  a  greater  or  less  quantity,  to  be  paid 
and  received  at  Knap-bridge  or  bridges,  with  power 
to  the  said  conservators^  for  non-payment,  to  detain 
sued  vessel  with  its  apparel»  tackle^  and  lading,  till' 

be  paid#  And  every  boat,  bargi^  or  TOnelt 
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passing  from  the  said  Ham-mills,  or  other  psitt>f  Ae 
said  river,  towards  Taunton,  shall  pay  at  the  firotor 
lowermost  lock  on  the  said  river,  above  the  place  (near 
the  said  Ham -mills)  called  Coal-harboar,  a  further 
toll  not  exceeding  four  shtllingfs  for  every  weigh  of 
coals  so  carried,  and  two  shillings  for  every  ton  of  other 
goods,  as  often  as  they  shall  so  pass  through  such  lodk» 
and  so  proportionably  for  a  greater  or  less  quantity, 
vnih  the  like  power  for  non-payment  to  detain  sudi 
vessel  as  aforesaid,  till  the  toll  be  paid. 

It  is  also  further  enacted,  that  every  vessel  that  shatt 
pass  down  the  said  river  from  Taunton,  or  other  part 
of  the  said  river,  towards  Bridgwater,  shall  pay  a  tcrfl 
not  exceeding  twelve-pence  per  ton  for  the  goods,  &C. 
at  the  first  or  uppermost  lock  next  the  said  town  of 
Taunton,  with  like  power  for  non-payment  as  aforesaid* 
And  after  the  said  conservators  have  been  re«imburded 
their  principal  and  interest  for  the  said  purchase,  and 
making  and  keeping  the  said  river  navigable  from 
llam-mills  to  Taunton,  and  perfecting  the  navigable* 
ness  thereof  from  Bridgwater  to  Ham-mills,  then  but 
one  penny  for  every  weigh  of  coals,  and  one  penny  for 
every  ton  of  goods,  &c.  passing  between  Ham-mills 
and  Bridgwater,  to  be  paid  at  Knap-bridge  or  bridges 
aforesaid,  and  but  one  shilling  for  every  weigh  of  coals, 
i>nd  six-pence  for  every  ton  of  goods,  &c.  passing 
between  Ham-mills  and  Taunton,  to  be  paid  at  the 
first  or  lowermost  lock  above  Coal-harbour  aforesaid. 
The  said  tolls,  and  ail  gifts  and  grants  to  the  said 
conservators,  to  be  applied  to  the  repairing  the  bridges, 
wears,  turnpikes,  ways,  and  passage  for  hauling  boats, 
&c.  made  by  the  conservators,  and  be  accounted  for. 
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knd  the  surplus  disposed  of  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of 
Taunton,  and  of  the  parishes  of  Taunton  Saint  Mary 
Magdalen,  and  Taunton  Saint  James  aforesaid^  \m 
building  one  or  more  hospitals,  or  otherwise  for  the 
poor  children  of  the  said  places,  to  be  governed  by  the 
said  conservators  ;  their  rules  being  first  approved  oi^ 
by  one  or  both  of  the  judges  of  assize  and  Nisi  Priua^ 
for  the  county  of  Sonaerset. 

It  is  also  further  enacted,  that  vi^atermen,.  boatmens 
bargemen,  and  others,  may  use  winches,  ropes,  &c.  te 
draw  up  vessels  through  the  said  river,  with  men  or 
borse»  going  on  the  banks  thereof. 

And  it  is  further  enacted^,  that  a  true  account  of  aH 
expenses  and  charges  of  the  conservators,   and  of  the 
money  received  by  them,  on  account  of  the  said  river, 
shall  be  entered  in  a  book,  to  be  kept  by  the  said  coiip- 
servators,  and  brought  every  year,  with  the  vouchers^ 
before  the  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wei  is,  and  five  of  the 
justices  of  the  said  county,  at  Taunton,  or  withto  tea 
miles  thereof,  there  to  be  stated  and  allowed,  and  the 
surplus  to  be  distributed  among  the  conservators,  their 
executors,  &c»  in  proportion  to  the  money  advanced  by 
them,  first  iu  discharge  of  interests  and  next  of  the  priii«* 
cipal,  till  the  whole  be  discharged ;.  each  year  to  be  made 
up  to  the  24th  of  June  inclusive,,  and  the  distribution 
thereupon  to  be  at  the  next  general  quarter-sessions^ 
And  the  said  bishop  and  justices  may  examine  the  said 
receipts  and  disbursements  upon  oath,  and^  being  stated 
and  allowed,  shall  transmit  a  duplicate  thereof,  undev 
their  hands  and  seals,  to  be  kept  amongst  the  records 
of  the  said  sessions  of  the  peace. 
And  it  is  further  enacted,  that  there  shall  always  be 


conservators  of  the  said  river,  and  the  said  John  Fnendf 
Thomas  Baker,  &c.  are  hereby  constituted  conserviton^ 
of  the  said  river  Tone  during  their  lives,  untesf  re- 
moved for  misbehaviour  by  the  major  pari  of  the  mid 
conservators.  And  when  the  number  shall  be  reduced 
to  twenty,  the  surviving  conservators,  after  six  dajf 
public  notice  in  Taunton,  shall  make  op  the  number 
thirty.  And  the  conservators  are  enabled  to  raoeivc 
any  gift,  legacy,  or  grant,  for  the  uses  aforesaid,  mhh^ 
out  licence  of  alienation  in  mortmain.  And  any  fivir 
of  the  conservators,  being  appointed  a  committee,  may 
make  cmh tracts  or  leases  under  their  hands  and  sealer 
which  shall  be  good  and  binding.  And  the  ssid  con* 
aervators  may  sue  and  be  sued  on  such  coatracfes^  by 
the  name  of  the  conservators  of  the  river  TooCt  in  the 
county  of  Somerset,  and  may  appoint  senraale  aad 
officers  to  manage  their  estates,  and  receivers  of  the 
eaid  duties,  and  a  cashier  or  treasurer,  and  change  Aa 
same  at  their  pleasure,  and  appoint  them  their  sahry 
or  wages,  subject  to  the  correction  of  the  said  bishop 
and  justices,  at  their  first  meeting  after  such  appoint- 
ment. And  the  said  conservators  are  to  be  diligent  ia 
the  afllair,  and  at  their  public  meetings  (not  being  lese 
than  the  major  part  of  the  whole  number  then  living) 
may  execute  the  powers  placed  in  them. 

And  it  is  further  enacted  by  the  said  act,  that  peraons 
prosecuted  for  any  thing  done  in  pursuance  of  this  act 
may  plead  the  general  issue,  and  give  this  act  and  the 
special  matter  in  evidence ;  and  if  upon  the  trial  a 
verdict  pass  for  the  defendant,  or  the  plantiff  be  noo* 
suited,  the  defendant  shall  have  double  costs.  And 
tiiis  act  shall  be  taken  in  aU  courts^  as  a  public  ftct^ 
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hM  requiring  special  pleadingf^  And  aU  iiiay6ra^ 
jdtticesi  sherifik,  bailiffs^  constablesy&c.  are  to  be  aiding 
and  aasisting  to  the  said  cotidervators,  their  ofllceniy&^*^ 
ID  the  execation  of  this  act. 

The  justices  of  the  peaee  for  the  eoanty  of  Somerset^ 
it  the  qnarter^sessiobS)  held  at  Bridgwater,  in  the  yeat 
1710^  made  an  order,  **  that  any  trader  on  the  rivet^ 
Tone  should  be  at  liberty,  from  time  to  time,,  and  ai 
tcobvenient  and  seasonable  times,  to  view  and  inspect 
th^  accounts  of  the  conservators  y  and  that  any  conser- 
vator, to  whom  application  should  be  made  by  any 
^ader  for  this  purpose,  should  direct  him  to  the  proper 
i^ffieer  keepings  such  accounts.'^ 

t^he  toHs  appointed  under  this  act,  and  the  powers'^ 
wMth  it  invested  in  the  conservators,,  did  not  pvove  so- 
^eient  as  was  expected.  The  amount  of  the  ttKMiey 
expended  on  thescfaeme^  to  the  24th  of  June,  1707^ 
tDyethfef  with  the  interest^v^as  the  sum  of  diree  thousand 
Ave  faundne^  akid  fifty-^six  pounds,  nine  shilling,  and: 
five«-pence  farthing.  Yet  their  uDdertaking^so  far  from 
being  productive,  was  not  completed :  the  river  waH- 
not  navigpable  in  the  winter,. much  less  in  llie  summer^- 
lor  want  of  a  lock,  or  half-lock,,  at  a  place  called 
Round  Island,  and  removing  a  shoal^  called  Broad 
Shoal.  In  consequence  of  this  state  of  things^  a  petition^ 
#as  presented  to  parliament  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
ttOther  aet,  to  enable  ^be  conservators  to  enlarge  and 
k&prove  the  navigation  of  the  river,  and  to  increatt^ 
llie  lolls.  In  this  application,  though  it  n\et  vnth  great 
^tpp^ition,  they  were  supported  by  petitions,  sanction^ 
ing  tbeir  case  and  request,  from  the  justices  of  the 
ptMb  at  akte  ^piarter-iessiona  for  the  ooanty^  fam 
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the  corporation  of  Bridgwater,  from  the  principal 
inhabitants  of  both  the  parishes  in  Taunton,  of  the 
towns  of  Chard,  Ilminster,  Wellington,  Milverton, 
Wiveliscombe.  Laiigport,  Collumpton,  and  Tiverton* 
The  petition  was  acceded  to,  and  a  second  act^  to 
secure  the  proposed  objects  of  it,  was  passed  in  the  6th 
year  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne.  So  that  at  present, 
barges  of  about  fifteen  tons  each,  laden  with  coals,  and 
other  heavy  goods  and  merchandize,  shipped  for 
Bridgwater  from  Bristol,  and  other  ports,  are  brought 
quite  home  to  North-town  bridge* 

The  preamble  to  this  act  recapitulates  the  first  act^ 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  tolls  it  enacted,  and  the  applica- 
tion of  them ;  and  states  the  objects  of  the  new  bill, 
namely,  a  power  to  erect  a  lock,  or  half-lock,  at  Knap^- 
bridge,  near  Round  Island,  to  cleanse,  dig,  and  deepen 
a  certain  shoal,  called  Broad  Shoal,  and  to  levj 
additional  tolls  to  defray  the  expenses  of  these  new 
works.  The  act,  accordingly,  authorizes  the  censer* 
vators  to  execute  these  works ;  and  from  the  building 
or  erecting  of  the  said  lock,  or  half-lock,  it  appoints 
them  to  receive,  at  the  same,  an  additional  toll  of  one 
shilling  for  every  weigh  of  coals,  and  of  six-pence  on 
every  ton  of  goods  contained  in  any  boat  or  vessel,  that 
shall  pass  through  the  said  lock,  or  half-lock,  and  so  in 
proportion  for  greater  or  less  quantities ;  which  tolls, 
after  the  conservators  shall  be  reimbursed  their  principal 
money  and  interest,  shall  be  reduced  to  two-pence  on 
every  weigh  of  coals,  and  one  penny  on  every  ton  of 
goods.  The  tolls  to  be  received  at  Coal-harbour, 
which  before  were  left,  in  a  degree,  to  the  discretion 
of  the  conservators,  were,  by  this  act,  fixed  at  two 
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ifailliDgfand  eigfht-pence  for  every  weigh  of  coals^  and 
one  shilling  and  six-pence  for  every  ton  of  goods^. 
.  This  act  also,  in  order  to  remedy  certain  disputes 
and  controversies  that  had  arisen  on  the  constraction  of 
the  former,  relative  to  liberty  granted  to  boatmen,  &e. 
of  going  on  the  banks  and  grounds  near  the  river,  to 
haul  up  boats,  &c.  enacts,  that  it  shall  not  be  lawful  foir 
them  to  do  this,  till  a  path  shall  be  set  out  for  that 
purpose  by  the  conservators,  and  satisfaction  shall  bi 
Unade  to  the  owners  of  the  land. 

But  notwithstanding  the  aids  afforded  by  this  act 
of  parliament,  the  undertaking  did  not  prove  pro- 
ductive until  the  year  1717;  when  the  debt  on  the 
irtver,  including  the  interest  at  six  per  cent,  on  the 
money  expended,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  five  thousand^ 
six  hundred,  and  ninety-seven  pounds,  eight  shillings^ 
end  ten-pence ;  and  on  this  sum,  the  dividends,  ever 
liince  that  time,  have  been  made. 

When  the  affairs  of  the  conservators  were,  appa* 
Tcntly,  placed  on  a  firm  footing,  and  they  beg^n  to 
reap  some  advantage  from  that  useful  scheme,  they 
met  with  an  unfriendly  opposition  to  the  enjoyment 
of  the  fruits  of  their  expenses  and  exertions.  It  had 
been  originally  included  in  their  plan,  and  enacted  by 
the  first  act,  as  appears  by  the  abstract  before,  that 
when  the  tdlls  should  prove  sufficient  to  discharge  all 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  money  advanced  to 
make  the  river  navigable,  then  the  produce  should 
be  applied  to  the  support  of  a  charity  school. 
>  On  the  ground  of  this  provision,  Mr.  James  Dare^ 
of  Taunton,  goldsmith,  exhibited  a  petition  in  1734, 
to  the  commissioners  for  charitable  uses  for  the  coonty 
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tot  Sotneri^  teUiog  feftb^  that  die  coMniraiken  ^Hr 
river  Tone  had  beeo  paid  the  princijpal  HioAi^»  Mid 
totereirt,  by  them  disbarsed^  for  makiof  the  said  ri^ar 
wtvigable.  lo  comequenee  of  this  petiticm^  a  dodEM 
was  made  by  Thomas  Carew,  esq.  and  other  co— iip^ 
aiooers  for  eharitable  uses,  against  the  ooaserndola 
IV)  this  dedree  the  ^iisernKtors  made  An  tppeal.  Tkk 
aflbct  of  the  decree  Was,  that  for  fotir  jiear^  while  llift 
aihir  was  pending  in  Chancery^  the  jiMtdes  at  Alt 
quarter-sessions  sospeilded  the  allowii^  aAd  sigluB^ 
of  the  accounts  of  the  cooaervators^  tUI  July,  1737| 
when,  by  an  order  of  the  high  court  of  Chan^ny^  Aa 
decree  had  been  reversed.  This  order  gave  a  leglk 
aMhority  to  the  proceedings  of  the  coaservAtorsp 
iflbrded  an  honourable  testioKmy  to  the  truth 
int^rity  of  their  accounts.  \ 

The  following  tecount  of  this  decree  is  extraMad 
from  the  ^'  Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  iaN|uiffm|^ 
into  the  present  state  of  Charities**  in  the  e&mXf  of 
Somerset,  and  printed  by  order  of  the  Honse  of  Cmi^ 
aMUSi   1821. 

^'  It  appears  that  by  a  decree  of  Ike  coBEmiissionen^ 
hi  virtue  of  a  commission  under  the  statute  of  chari^ 
table  uses,  passed  in  the  43d  of  Ehzab^h,  dated  tbfr 
6th  day  of  Augtist,  1 734,  and  which  decree  was  dated 
the  21st  day  of  June,  1735,  it  wsts  sfdjndged  ahid 
decreed^  that  the  said  conservators  having  ifiqgrali^ 
tetered  and  charged,  in  therr  books  of  account  of  the 
receipts  and  disbursements  in  relation  to  the  making 
and  keeping  the  said  river  navigable,  several  ex6rbi» 
taat,  unnecessary,  and  unwaitantaUe  ehavgesy  hf 
Means  whereof  the  <Aarity  intelnded  and  mws tNdl  h^ 
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jUw  nid  two  acts  of  parliamebtf  for  the  benefit  of 
the  said  poor  of  Taunton,  was,  and  had  been  long  pro- 
tracted and  delayed ;  and  particularly  id  that  the  said 
conservators  hAd,  in  the  prog^ress  of  their  said  accouati, 
charged  the  tolls  of  the  said  river  Tonie  to  foe  debtor 
unto  thein  the  said  conservators,  in  thb  sum  of  Ibof 
tkousand  and  eighty-seven  pounds,  thk-ee  shillings,  and 
jken-pience,  as  and  for  the  interest^  and  ihterest  UpOA 
interest,  of  the  sum  of  one  thousated  and  forty-sevAi 
pbunds,  and  twenty  pounds  eight  shiUibgs ;  which  sum 
of  twenty  pounds  eight  shillings  appeared  to  be  undiify 
charged,  and  the  said  sum  of  one  thousaiAl  and  forty^ 
ttven  pounds  to  be  only  interest  due  for  a  former  sum 
by  them  expended  in  making  and  keeping  the  Mid 
river  navigable ;  ^ind  also  in  that  the  siBiid  conservatMS 
had,  in  the  year  1708,  charged  the  said  river  debtor  ia 
the  sum  of  five   hundred  alid  twenty*eight  pounds^ 
fifteen  shillings,  and  eleven  pence,  as  and  for  the  costs 
and  expenses  of  obtaining  the  said  act  of  parliamettt 
of  the  6th  of  queen  Anne,  and  likewise  with  intereil 
upon  interest  for  the  same  sum,  home  to  the  tiofte  of 
making  up  their  last  accounts,  to  wit,  the  24lh  day  of 
June  then  last  past;  which,  with  the  ssdd  ktereat 
diereof,  as  the  said  commissioners  coib|Nited  the  sams^ 
amounted  to  two  thousand,  five  hundred^  and  forty-fiv4 
pounds,  ten  shillings,  and  six-pence ;  and  farther  in  that 
Ae  said  conservators  had  in  their  said  adcounts  chained 
the  said  river  debtor  in  one  hundred  and  twenty-dvM 
founds,  eleven  shillings,  and  one  penny,  for  monies  paid 
to  tile  sheriffii  and  juries,  and  treating  and  entertaining 
Aem,  and  drmking  themselves,  tod  other  auoh  tu^mll 
OMoesiary  eacpense^  aaia  their  Mid  afdMalti 
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mentioned  and  specified,  and  were  found  by  the  sail! 
inquisition  therein  recited ;  which  said  sums  of  four 
thousand  and  eighty-seven  pounds,  three  shillings,  and 
ten-pence — two  thousand,  five  hundred,  and  forty*five 
pounds,  ten  shillings,  and  six-pence — and  one  hundred 
#nd  twenty-three  pounds,  eleven  shillings  and  one 
penny,  being  added  together,  make  the  sum  of  six  thou- 
gand,  seven  hundred,  and  fifty -six  pounds,  five  shillings 
Ifnd  five-pence ;  which  being  deducted  from  the  sum  of 
seven  thousand,  one  hundred,  and  thirty-one  poundfl^ 
fifteen  shillings,  and  two-pence,  being  the  sum  pre- 
tended or  charged  by  the  said  conservators  to  be  the 
balance  of  their  last  accounts,  home  to  the  24th  day 
of  June  then  last  past,  would,  as  the  said  commission- 
ers  computed  the  same,  reduce  such  balance  to  three 
hundred,  and  seventy-five  pounds,  nine  shillings,  and 
nine-pence,  but  in  regard  the  said  conservators  most 
have  been  at  some  considerable  necessary  expenses,  in 
obtaining  the  said  last-mentioned  act  of  parliament, 
they,  the  said  commissioners,  did  think  fit  to  allow 
them  three  hundred  pounds  for  the  same,  which  they 
adjudged  to  be  a  sufficient  sum  for  that  purpose;  wbicb, 
with  the  simple  interest  for  the  same,  which  they  also 
thought  fit  to  allow,  made,  as  they  computed  the  same, 
one  thousand,  one  hundred,  and  forty-three  pounds, 
nine  shillings,  and  nine-pence ;  which  said  sum  of  one 
thousand,  one  hundred,  and  forty -three  pounds,  nine 
shillings,  and  nine-pence,  they,  the  said  commissionen, 
adjudged  and  decreed  to  be  the  just,  true,  and  only 
balance  of  accounts  due  to  the  said  conservators  from 
the  i^id  river,  or  the  tolls  or  duties  thereof,  on  the  said 
24th  day  of  June  then  last  past,  and  that  the  said  river 
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Tone,  or  the  tolls  and  daties  arising  thereupon,  should 
be  accountable  or  answerable  to  the  said  conservators 
for  no  more  or  otherwise. 

'^  And  it  was  farther  adjudged,  ordered,  and  decreed, 
that  after  deducting  the  current  necessary  expenses  of 
keeping  the  said  river  navigable,  and  collecting  tbd 
said  tolls,  the  said  conservators  should,  on  making  up 
their  yearly  accounts  every  year,  pay  off  and  discharge 
rtie  interest  of  the  then  preceding  year's  balance  of 
accounts,  and  forthwith,  from  time  to  time,  apply  and 
pay  the  overplus  of  the  preceding  year's  revenues  of  the 
said  river  towards  the  sinking  such  principal  balance^ 
until  the  whole  should  be  discharged ;  and  from  that 
time  apply  and  employ  all  the  future  revenues,  tolls, 
and  duties,  arising  from  the  said  river,  or  the  naviga- 
tion thereof,  in  and  about  the  charitable  uses,  and  in 
such  manner  as  by  the  said  acts  of  parliament,  or  either 
of  them,  was  enacted  and  directed. 

**  By  another  act  of  44th  George  III.  it  is  provided, 
that  after  the  conservators  should  be  reimbursed  their 
principal  monies  and  interest,  then  the  tolls  should  be 
reduced  as  therein  mentioned ;  and  it  was  thereby 
directed,  that  the  clause  of  the  former  act,  respecting 
auditing  the  accounts,  should  be  repealed,  and  instead 
of  the  powers  thereby  given,  the  accounts  of  the  con- 
servators, and  the  vouchers  for  the  same,  if  and  when 
,  required  by  the  said  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  or  any 
five  of  the  said  justices  without  the  said  bishop,  should 
be  brought  before  the  said  bishop  and  justices,  or  any 
five  of  the  said  justices  without  the  said  bishop,  between 
the  first  of  August  and  the  next  general  quarter-sessions 
of  the  peace,  to  be  held  in  and  for  the  said  coantyt  at 
well  place  as  by  the  said  bishop  and  josticeiy  Or  my 
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five  of  the  said  jastice^  without  the  said  bishop,  sIiohM 
beapppintedy  to  be  then  and  there  examined  and  cor* 
rected ;  and  that  the  said  accounts  so  made  up,  whether 
or  not  the  same  should  have  been  examined  and  cor<« 
rected  by  the  said  bishop  and  justices,  or  any  of  theuit 
ahrald  be  brought  before  the  said  bishop  and  justices^ 
or  any  five  of  the  said  justices  in  the  absence  of  the 
•lod  bishop,  at  the  opening  of  the  court  of  the  next 
quarter-sessions  of  the  peace,  to  be  held  for  the  said 
county,  after  the  first  of  August,  ye«r)y,  there  to* 
remain  during  the  whole  of  the  sessions,  for  the 
inspection  of  any  person,  without  fee  or  reward. 

**  The  accounts  of  the  conservators  appear  to  have 
proceeded  from  the  year  1 735,  upon  the  footing  of  the 
balance  of  seven  thousand,  one  hundred,  and  thirty-one 
pounds,  due  the  24th  of  June,  1734,  and  not  of  the 
reduced  balance  of  one  thousand,  one  hundred,  and 
forty-three  pounds,  nine  shillings,  and  nine-pence. 

^*  At  the  foot  of  the  account  for  1734,  ending  the  24tb 
of  June,  1735,  and  which  was  allowed  at  the  general 
quarter-sessions,  in  1739,  there  is  a  minute,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy :  By  reason  of  the  decree,  made 
by  virtue  of  a  commission  for  charitable  uses,  this 
present  account  was  suspended,  and  not  allowed  or 
signed,  according  to  the  date  thereof;  which  decree, 
by  an  order  of  the  high  court  of  Chancery  being 
reversed,  we  have  now  inspected,  examined,  allowed, 
and  signed  the  said  account,  the  1 0th  day  of  July,  1 739.'* 

''  And  the  accounts  for  173(5,  1736,  and  1737,  were 
passed  by  the  justices  at  the  same  sessions.  In  like 
manner  the  accounts  proceeded  to  the  24th  of  June, 
1796,  when.there  was  a  balance  due  to  the  cooaeryatore 
0fjw4|r-iuiie  diouiaDd;  sayoi  hoodiidy  aodaeFeet^-i 


^p9piill«  sixteen  shiUiogSy  and  fi?e-peoce  halfpeimy. 
7be  jos^ces  4id  not  pass  any  other  account  till  the 
yi^f  )803,  and  in  the  iotermediate  time,  the  statute  of 
44th  George  III.  ^bove  notiiced  passed,  reducing  the 
h9lfM^^  thee  clainijed  hy  the  conservators  to  be  due  to 
thfm  pfninety-niu^thpn9^nd,eight  hundred,  and  elevMi 
pownds,  fourteen  shillings,  and  three-pence,  to  thirteen 
t|^p)i«and  ponnds ;  and  the  acQpunts  from  the  year  1808 
t9  tho  present  time  have  proceeded  upon  this  reduced 
hal^ncie,  and  haye  b^^n  regalarly  passed  by  the  justices 
^t  4hpi>*  qn^^rter-se^sions.  The  trustees  receive  the  pro- 
dj^e  of  ji^  itQ)ls,  witbpult  ^y  other  charges  upon  theoa 
than  the  original  debt,  which  o"  the  24th  of  June,  1819, 
was  ten  thousand,  and  sixty -seven  pounds,  two  shilling^t 
and  ten-pence.  They  paid  off  that  year  six  hundred  and 
thirty-three  pounds,  five  shillings,  and  ten-pence  of 
the  principal.  The  tolls  from  24th  June,  1819,  to 
24th  June,  1820^  andoimted  to  two  thousaud,  one  hun- 
dred, and  seventy  pounds, two  shillings, and  four-pence; 
out  of  which  they  had  to  pay  six  hundred  and  four 
pounds,  and  six-pence,  being  one  yearns  interest  oq  th^ 
ten  thousand,  and  sixty-seven  pounds,  two  shillings^and 
ten-pence«  at  six  per  cen;t.  The  yearns  disbursements 
amounted  to  one  thousand  i^kl  ninety-three  pounds, 
seventeen  shillings,  and  eleven-pence ;  and  the  surplus 
to  go  in  reduction  of  the  ten  thousand,  and  sixty-seven 
p<UfndSf  two  shillings,  and  ten-pence,  would  be  four 
hundred  and  seventy-two  pounds,  three  shillings,  and 
eleven-pence,  leaving  the  debt  on  the  24th  of  Jonef 
18^4  nine  thousand,  five  hundred,  and  ninety-foor 
pounds,  eighteen  shillings,  and  eleven-pence.  Whan 
^ii  debb  is.qi^te  paid  off,  the  tolls  are  to  be  xedoced 

«ccordiiig.4a  Hit  act  joi  4Aiie;  -and  Um^  after  Mm 
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necessary  expenditure  of  the  year,  the  sarplos  will 
be  applicable  to  the  poor.  It  is  difficult  to  My  witk 
certainty  within  what  time  there  will  be  any  available 
surplus ;  but  it  seems  that  if  the  tolls  increase,  as  they 
have  done  for  some  years  past,  there  is  some  reason  to 
expect  that  there  will  be  a  benefit  for  the  poor;  though 
such  an  event  must  be  considered  as  remote,  sincei 
when  the  debt  is  paid  off,  the  tolls  will  be  so  reduced 
under  the  act,  as  nearly,  if  not  entirely,  to  be  covered 
and  exhausted  by  the  necessary  current  expenditare.** 
The  following  tables  will  enable  the  reader  to  form 
an  idea  of  the  utility  of  the  navigation,  and  its  increase. 


The  toiU  for  eleven  yean /rem 
June,  1717. 

1718 379  4  b\ 

1719 347  «  lOi 

1720 368  9  1^ 

1721 342  13  10 

1722 430  7  9i 

1723 407  5  6 

1724 361  12  lOi 

1725 390  14  bi 

1726 431  16  Of 

1727 404  15  11 


I 


The  ieXU  far  dean  ymn^  Jrem 
June,  1778. 

1779 620  11  1 

1780 667  14  1 

1781 587  13  8 

1782 621     5  6 

1783 '.  633    4  1 

1784 668  13  % 

1785 594  17  3 

1786 693     9  3 

1787 710     7  11 

1788 737     5  3 

1789 668     3  4 


1728 387  12    4i 

1820,  -     -     c£2,161     2*.     4d. 

1821,  .     -     c£2,368  19*.     Sd. 

The  preceding  statement  clearly  proves,  that  the 
navigation  of  the  river  Tone  is  greatly  on  the  improve- 
ment, and  is  productive  of  increasing  benefits  to 
Taunton  and  its  neighbourhood.  The  town  of  Bridg- 
water must  have  derived  from  it  essential  advantages. 
It  is  certain,  that  the  coal  trade  has,  of  late  yean^ 
much  increased  both  tliere^  and  at  Taontoiu 
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CHAPTER  V. 

THE    POLITICAL    TRANSACTIONS    AND     REVOLUTIONS    IN 

WHICH   TAUNTON   HAS    BEEN   THE  SCENE  OP  ACTION 

TRANSACTIONS  IN  THE  REIGN  OF  HENRY  THE  SEVENTH- 
CIVIL  WAR  IN  THE  REIGN  OF  CHARLES  THE  FIRST-«IEG£ 

OF  TAUNTON SIEGE  RAISED THE  SIEGE  RENEWED. 

REBELLION  UNDER  THE  DUKE  OF  MONMOUTH ^MON- 
MOUTH PROCLAIMED    KING   AT  TAUNTON BATTLE  OF 

SEDGEMOOR DUKE  Oli  MONMOUTH   AND   LORD   GREY 

TAKEN  PRISONERS-EXECUTION  OF  MON MOUTH- JUDOB 
JEFFREYSS  BLOODY  ASSIZES— SUFFERERS  AT  TAUNTON-*^ 
ANECDOTES  OF  PERSONS  CONCERNED  IN  THE   DUKE  OF 

MONMOUTH'S   REBELLION BRIEF  SKETCHES  OF  JUDOK 

JEFFREYS,  COLONEL  KIRKE,  AND  LORD  FEVERSHAM. 

?T  E  must  now  turn,  from  the  view  of  the  mild  and 
enriching  operations  of  trade  and  commerce,  to  scenes 
of  tumult,  distress,  and  blood.  Taunton  has  not  been 
more  noted  for  the  former,  than  it  has  been  distinguished 
for  the  latter.  The  few  particulars  and  short  accounts 
of  the  different  fates  of  its  castle,  which  we  have  been 
able  to  collect,  are  sufficient  to  shew  that  it  had  a  share 
in  the  contests  of  the  Saxon  kings,  and  in  the  civil  wars 
between  the  houses  of  York  and  Lancaster. 

TRANSACTIONS    IN    THE    REIGN    OF    HENRY    VII. 

Taunton  became  particularly  the  theatre  of  military 
action  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  seventh.  After  this 
prince  had  been  seated  about  twelve  years  on  the  throne, 
he  met  with  a  competitor  for  the  crown,  in  a  person 
who  bore  the  name  of  Perkin  Warbeck.  He  was 
represented  Id  the  proclamation  issued  out  agi^iost  hiin» 

Dd 
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by  the  order  of  Henry,  to  be  the  son  of  John  Osbecke,  a 
converted  jew,  comptroller  of  Tournay,  in  Flanders, 
But  he  himself  founded  his  pretensions  to  the  crowB, 
'on  his  beinor  the  real  duke  of  York,  Richard,  the 
younger  son  of  king  Edward  IV.  who,  with  his  brother, 
had  been  supposed  to  have  been  nfiurdered  in  the  Tower, 
by  the  order  of  his  uncle  Richard  III ;  and  the  curiow 
investigations  of  an  ingenious  modern  trriter'  hare 
^ven  plausibility  to  his  claims.     It  is  certain,  that, 
whether  it  was  owing  to  a  conviction  of  this  being  his 
real  character,  or  to  jealousy  and  resentment,  he  was 
patronized  and  assisted,  on  the  authority  of  these  pre- 
tensions, by  the  duchess  dowager  of  Burgundy,  sister 
of  JEdward  lY.  and  by  the  king  of  Scotland,  who 
consented  to  give  him  in  marriage  the  lady  Catbarine 
Gordon,   daughter  of  the  earl  of  Huntley,   of  the 
blood  royal  of  Scotland.     Assisted  by  this  patronage, 
Perkin  Warbeck,  for  five  years^  harassed  the  govern- 
ment, and  alarmed  the  mind  of  Henry  ;  and  involved 
him  in  a  war  with   the    Scottish  king.     This  war 
afforded  him  a  pretext  for  demanding  of  bis  subjects  a 
subsidy  of  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds^   to 
enable  him  to  defend  the  nation. 

These  measures  involved  the  town  of  Taunton  in 
their  operation.     The  subsidy  was  raised  with  great 

■  Mr.  Horace  Walpole,  in  his  "  Historic  Doubts ;»'  a  work, 
which  goes  to  clear  up  the  character  of  king  Richard  HI.  from 
seTeral  charges,  which  hare,  for  ages,  entailed  an  odium  upon  it. 
The  lord  treasurer,  Oxford,  who  read  as  much  of  history,  and  witk 
as  much  judgment,  as  any  man  of  his  time,  thought  the  arguments 
adduced  by  Mr.  Walpole,  to  prove  that  Perkin  Warbeck  was  the 
real  duke  of  York,  had  the  appearance  of  being  condnBife.— - 
Granger's  Biographical  History^  toL  I.  8to.  p.  %4.  naie^    T. 
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rig^onr;  and  the  provost  of  Penryn,the  receiver  of  this 
tax  in  Cornwall,  rendered  himself  particularly  ob- 
noxious to  the  poor,  but  robust  and  spirited,  people 
of  that  county  ;  a  great  number  of  whom,  under  the 
conduct  of  Thomas  Flammock,  a  lawyer,  and  Michael 
J^oseph,'  a  blacksmith,  took  arms,  and  rose  up  against 
the  provost,  who  fled  from  their  rage  to  Exeter,  and, 
being  pursued  thither,  withdrew  into  Somersetshire, 
and  sought  security  in  the  castle  of  Taunton.  Here 
he  was  seized  by  his  countrymen,  and  killed.  Elated 
with  this  success  and  revenge,  they  continued  their 
march  to  Wells,  where  they  were  joined  by  lord  Aud- 
ley,'  a  nobleman  of  an  ancient  family,  popular  in  his 
deportment,  but  vain,  ambitious,  and  restless  in  his 
temper.  He  had,  from  the  beginning,  maintained  a 
secret  correspondence  with  the  first  movers  of  the 
insurrection,  and  was  now  joyfully  received  by  them 
as  their  leader.    Proud  of  the  countenance  given  them 

'  ^^  At  liar  wood,  in  the  county  of  Def  on,  as  people  talk,  that 
▼aliant  blacksmith,  Michael  Joseph,  (so  might  I  call  him,  had  it 
been  in  a  better  cause,)  when  he  passed  in  his  journey  to  Tamiton^ 
left  a  badge  of  his  trade  in  the  chnrchmdoor,^* -^Risdoh* 8  Survey  of 
Devoriy  p.  285. 

*  This  lord  Audley  was  of  a  very  ancient  and  honourable  family* 
Jle  married  Joan,  daughter  of  Fulke  Bourchier,  lord  Fitzwarioe, 
and  sister  to  the  earl  of  Bath,  by  which  he  became  popular  ia 
Deronshtre  and  Cornwall.  In  the  8th  of  Henry  V II.  he  attended 
that  king  at  the  siege  of  Boulogne,  and  four  years  after  had  smn. 
mons  to  parliament.  Joining  with  the  Cornishmen  in  their  insurrec* 
tion,  as  aboverocntioned,  and  being  taken  prboner,  he  was  drawa 
from  Newgate  to  Tower.hill,  in  his  own  coat  of  arms,  painted  oa 
paper,  but  reversed  and  torn,  and  there  beheaded,  the  ?8th  of  June^ 
1497.  His  body  was  buried  in  the  Blackfriars^  ocar  Ludgate.— 
CoUin$'9  Peeragey  1812)  vol.  ?}•  p.  55%. 
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t>y  so  considerable  a  nobleman,  they  proceeded  from 
Wells,  under  his  lordship^s  banners,  through  Salisbwy 
and  Winchester,  to  Blackheath,  where  the  king  drew 
up  his  forces  to  give  them  battle.  Being  \  igoroosly 
attacked  by  lord  Daubeny,  who  commanded  one  body 
of  the  royal  army,  they  were  routed,  two  thousand 
were  killed,  and  the  rest  were  forced  to  surrender. 
liOrd  Audley  was  beheaded  on  Tower-hill,  and  Flam- 
mock  and  Joseph*  were  executed  at  Tyburn,  the  24tb 
of  June,  14i»7. 

This  defeat  only  irritated,  instead  of  subduing,  the 
spirit  of  the  Comishmen ;  and  urged  them  to  new 
effi>rts  against  oppression.  They  looked  out  for  a 
popular  leader,  and  their  views  turned  to  Peikin 
Warbeck.  There  was  wisdom  in  this  choice,  as  the 
nature  of  his  claims  gave  dignity  to  the  cause,  and  was 
calculated  to  draw  a  great  part  of  the  nation,  still 
attached  to  the  house  of  York,  into  the  same  measures. 
fie  was  invited  from  Ireland,  whither  he  had  retired, 
after  a  defeat  which  the  Scottish  king  had  received. 
Acceding  to  the  proposal  from  Cornwall,  he  landed  at 
Whitsand-bay,  on  the  southern  coast  of  that  county, 
assumed  the  title  of  Richard  IV.  and,  by  public 
proclamation,  invited  the  people  to  his  standard.  He 
raised  a  considerable  force,  and  attempted  to  take  the 
city  of  £xeter  by  storm.  Failing  in  that  design,  he 
advanced  to  Taunton ;  where,  on  the  20th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1497,  he  mustered  his  forces,  threw  the  town  into 
great  consternation,  seized  the  castle,  and  seemed  de» 
iermined  to  make  a  stand.    But  being  closely  pursued 

*  Joseph  seemed  to  exalt  in  his  end,  and  boasted,  with  a  prepoa- 
ierous  ambition,  that  he  should  make  a  figwrt  in  Uatoiy. 
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by  Edward  Courtenay,  earl  of  Devonshire,  while  the 
king  advanced  against  him  with  a  formidable  army^ 
and  finding  himself  deserted  by  his  men,  who,  disheart- 
ened by  the  spirited  defence  made  at  Exeter,  withdrew 
from  him  secretly,  in  various  companies,  his  firmnesir 
forsook  him,  he  deserted  his  army,  and,  with  sixty 
horsemen,  fled  to  the  New  Forest,  in  Hampshire^ 
where  he  took  sanctuary  in  Beauliea  monastery,  not 
far  from  Southampton. 

Previously  to  his  flight,  circumstances  threatened^ 
that  Taunton  would  become  the  scene  of  a  bloody* 
action.  Desperation  bad  inflamed  the  Cornishiaen, 
and  they  had  appeared  determined  to  gtMn  a  victory, 
or  not  live  a  day  longer.  The  king,  upon  hearing 
that  Warbeck  was  gone  to  Taunton,  hastened  thither 
with  all  speed,  attended  by  Edward,  duke  of  Buck- 
ingham,, who  had  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  troop  of 
young  nobility  and  gentry,  who  served  as  volunteers^ 
and  who  longed  (or  an  opportunity  of  displaying  their 
courage  and  their  loyalty. 

Amongst  those  who  formed  the  king's  army  were^ 
sir  Alexander   Baynham,  sir  Maurice  Berkeley,  sir 
Robert  Tame,  sfr  John  Guise,  sir  Robert  Poyntz^  sir' 
Henry   Vernon,    sir    John   Mortimer,    sir  Thomar 
Tremayle,  sir  Edward  Sutton^  sir  Amias  Paulett,  sir 
John  Bicknell,  sir  John  Sapcote,  sir  Hugh  Luttrelf^ 
and  sir  Francis  Cheyney.  When  the  king  approached 
the  town,  whether  he  were  averse  to  delay,  or  feared 
the  turn  of  fortune's  wheel,  he  sent  before  him  Robert 
lord  Brooke,  lord  steward  of  the  household;  Giles^ 

« 

lord  Daubeny,   lord  chamberlain;   and  sir  Rice  ap 
Thomas;  to  make  the  attack^  and  begin  the  haMe^ 
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while  he  followed  with  his  forces,  either  to  refresh 
themt  after  the  armies  should  have  come  to  action, 
■with  new  succours,  or,  before  he  were  seen,  to  beset  the 
enemy  in  the  rear.  But  the  flight  of  Warbeck  super- 
seded his  policy,  prevented  the  risk  of  an  engagement 
and  left  to  the  king  the  enjoyment  of  a  bloodU* 
triumph.^ 

These  transactions  serve  to  give  us  an  idea  of  Um 
importance  in  which  Taunton  was  held  for  centnriee 
back,  by  the  different  parties  in  our  civil  contest^.  It  re- 
Hiained  a  place  of  considerable  strength  till  the  unbappj 
civil  wars  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  when  it  became  an 
object  of  vigorous  struggle  between  the  royal  and  pajr* 
liamentary  forces,  which  should  possess  its  fortress;  f^r 
it  wa9  considered  as  tlie  key  of  the  west  of  JBnglaiid^ 

CIVIL  WAR  IN  THE    KEIGN   OP   CHABLBS  I. 

It  is  remote  from  the  nature  and  design  of  this  work, 
to  enter  into  a  minute  and  full  account  of  the  grounds 
of  the  war  which  took  place  between  Ch?irles  I.  and 
his  parliament.  We  would  only  observe  in  general, 
that  the  design  of  that  monarch  to  extend  the  prero- 
►>gative  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  constitution  gave  rise 
to  a  long  and  bloody  contest,  which  ended  in  the  violent 
death  of  the  king,  and  in  throwing  the  nation  into  a 
state  of  anarchy.  This  design  appeared  in  varions 
arbitrary  and  oppressive  measures.  The  king,  in 
different  instances,  invaded  the  privileges,  and  at-r 
tempted  to  annul  the  power,  and  even  the  existence^ 
of  the  parliament ;  frequently  dissolving  it  in  displea- 
sure,  and   governing  twelve  years  without  it.    He 

'  Graftoa'8  Cbronicle^  toI.  ii.  p«  024|  926. 
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M«€teil  money  of  his^subjects^  in*  di<Menent  illegfai  wk^ifr 
pavticiiUf ly  under  the  titles  of  ship^monep^  and   l6tm9. 

The  former  was  raised  by  a  writ,  in  form  of  9^  \BiWr 
a^d  directecl  to  every  eoui^y  in  Cngland,  tor  provide 
^  ship,  of  war,  and  send  it  by  si>ck  a  day,  to  snch  a' 
^aooy  amply  equipped  and  manned.  Of  Somersetshire 
was  required  one  ship,  of  si](  bund  red  c^nd  forty  tonsjr^ 
and  two  hundred  and  fifty -$i$  men.    IpHese  writs  w^^ 
nceompani^d  with  ifistroctioa^  to  the  sbenfft  to  levy 
upon  his  cqunty^  instead  of  a'  ship;  snch  a  sum  oT 
money;  from  whence  this  tax  had  itis('detlotninatiodl  It 
produced'  to  the  king's  co^rs,  for  sopie  years,  tlier 
ai^nual  sum  of  two  hundred  $)iousand  pounds.     It  i^^ 
I'eiparks^ble,  that  the  kin^  was  advised  to  adopt  thia 
method  of  bringing  money  into  hb  exchequer,  oil  the 
authority  of  some  old  precedents,  by  his  attorney*^ 
general,  Mr.  Noy ;  who,  before  he  was  preferred  by 
the  court,  bad  distingyished  himself  by  his  opposition 
to  it,  and  had  **  always  been  ready  to  entertain  any 
cause,  whereby  he  might  clash  with  the  prerogative."^ 

Another  mode  of  supplying  his  wants,  without  the 
aid  of  parliament,  which  the  king  pursued,  was  by 
letters,  under  his  privy  seal,  into  the  several  countie^^^ 
of  England,  directed  to  those  who  were  supposed  best 
able  to  lend,  requiring,  by  way  of  loan,  such  suoois  a» 
each  was  taxed  at.  They  were  accompanied  with 
letters,  by  one  of  the  king^s  servants,  exacting  an  im» 
mediate  attention  to  his  majesty's  requisition,  under 
the  threat  of  being  summoned  before  the  king  in  person. 
A  specimen  of  these  letters,  from  one  sent  to  Robert 
Jjucas,  esq.  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

■  Hewell's  Lsllers,  1754.  p.  i48^  1t49. 


^- 
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Taunton,  is  given  in  the  note  below.*  The  terrors  held 
forth  in  these  requisitions  were  not  meant  to  raise  vain 

•  CHARLES  R. 

Trusty  and  Wel.belofed,  We  greet  yon  welL  Whereas  all  Onr 
Subjects  of  the  Kingdome  of  England  and  Dominion  of  9Valet^  art 
both  by  their  Allegiance  and  the  Act  of  Pacification  bound  to  reiiit 
and  supprcsse  all  such  of  Our  Subjects  of  Scotland^  as  hafe  ia  a 
hostile  manner  already  entered  or  shall  hereafter  enter  into  this 
Kingdome.  And  by  Law,  your  Personal!  serfice,  atCendf^  in  a 
warlike  manner  for  the  resistance  of  this  iuTaslon,  may  be  reqidred 
by  Vs,  which  We  Desire  to  spare,  Chnsiog  rather,  to  Invite  yoar 
asristance  for  the  maintenance  of  Our  A  rmy  in  a  free  and  ToluDtaiy 
expression  of  your  Affections  to  Our  Senrice  and  the  safety  of  this 
Kingdome.  And  whereas  the  Members  of  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
inent  Assembled  at  Oxford^  hare  taken  into  their  Consideration  the 
necessity  of  supporting  Our  Army,  for  the  Defence  of  Vs  and  Oar 
People  against  this  inr  asion,  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  Religion^ 
Lawes,  and  Liberties  of  this  Kingdome,  and  thereupon  hart  agrred 
upon  the  speedy  rabing  of  the  Summe  of  One  Hundred  Thousand 
pounds  by  Loane  from  particular  Persons,  towards  the  which  then, 
selves  have  advanced  a  very  Considerable  Proportion,  and  by  thdr 
Examples  hope,  That  Our  well-affected  Subjects  throughout  the 
Kingdome  will  in  a  short  time  make  np  the  Remainder,  whereby 
We  shall  not  only  be  enabled  to  pay  and  recrulte  Our  Army,  but 
likewise  be  enabled  to  put  our  Armies  in  such  a  condition,  as  Our 
Subjects  shall  not  suffer  by  Free-Quarter  or  the  nnrulinesse  of  Our 
Soldiers,  which  is  now  in  present  Agitation,  and  will,  (We  no  way 
doubt,  by  the  Adrice  of  the  Members  of  both  Houses  assembled)  be 
speedily  effected.  We  doe  towards  so  good  a  Work,  by  the  Ap- 
probation and  Advice  of  the  said  Members  of  both  Houses  here 
assembled,  desire  you  forthwith  to  lend  Vs  the  Summe  of  Twenfjf 
Pounds^  or  the  value  thereof  in  Plate,  toucht  Plate,  at  five  shilliogSi 
untoucht  plate  at  foure  shillings  foure  pence  per  ounce ;  and  topaj 
or  deliver  the  same  within  seren  daies  after  the  Receipt  hereof,  to 
the  Hands  of  the  Uigh.Sheriffe  of  that  Our  County,  or  to  such  whom 
he  shall  appoint  to  receive  the  same,  (upon  his  acquittances  of  the 
Receipt  thereof)  who  is  forthwith  to  retume  and  pay  the  sane  at 
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fears ;  but  were  actually  productive  of  severe  evils  to 
those  who  opposed  this  measure.  In  London,  some 
aldermen,  who  refused  to  deliver  in  a  list  of  those  who 
in  their  wards  might  be  judged  able  to  lend,  were 
committed  to  prison ;  and  divers  gentlemen  throughout 
the  kingdom,  who  denied  the  loan,  (in  the  whole 
twenty-two  knights,  and  others  of  birth  and  character, 
to  the  number  of  seventy-eight,)  were  thrown  into 
gaols,  where  many  of  them  contracted  such  diseases 
as  cost  them  their  lives.' 

Corpus  Christi  Colledge,  in  Oxford,  to  the  hands  of  the  Earle  of 
JBolA,  the  Lord  Seymour^  Mr.  lohn  Athburfiham^  and  Mr.  lohn 
Fettipiacej  or  any  of  them,  who  are  appointed  Treasurers  for  iht 
receif  ing  and  issuing  thereof  by  the  said  Members,  (by  whose  Order 
only  the  said  Money  is  to  be  disposed)  and  to  gi? e  Receipts  for  the 
same,  tbS  which  We  promise  to  repay  as  soone  as  God  shall  enable 
Vs;  This  Summe  being  to  be  adyanced  with  speed,  We  are  neces- 
sitated to  apply  Our  SeUes  to  such  Persons  as  your  selfe,  of  whose 
Ability  and  Affection  We  faaTe  Confidence,  gif  ing  you  this  Assu- 
rance, that  in  such  further  Charges,  that  the  necessity  of  Our  lust 
Defence  shall  inforce  Vs  to  require  of  Our  good  Subjects,  your 
forwardnesse  and  disbursements  shall  be  considered  to  your  best 
Advantage.  And  so  presuming  you  will  not  faile  to  expresse  your 
Affection  herein.  We  bid  you  farewell.  Given  at  Our  Court  at 
Oxford,  the  14  day  of  February,  tn  the  Nineteenth  year  of  Our 
Raigne.     1643. 

By  the  Jdoice  of  the  Members  of  both  Houses  Assembled  ai 
Oxford.  ED.  LITTLETON  C. 

Somerseit,     To  Robert  Luckis  of  St,  Deacons, 

The  demand  in  the  above  letter  may  appear  to  be  sanctioned  by 
parliament.  The  reader  will  observe  therefore,  that  the  members 
mentioned  by  the  king  were  such  as  had  deserted  the  parliameut 
which  met  at  Westminster,  or  had  been  disabled,  and  had  joined  the 
king  at  OjLford.—fVhitelocke's  Memorials^  p.  76.     T. 

'  Wei  wood's  Memoirs,  p,  393,  308  j  and  Oldmixon'i  Hbtoiy  •( 
Ike  Stttsrti,  p.  90,  9t. 
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Such  measures  could  not  fail  to  route  the  Jni^igTm 
tion  of  a  free  people.     The  whole  kingdom  hemmi9 
the  seat  of  war :  some  joioed  the  parliameptt  othaiv 
enlisted  under  the  royal  standard*  and  eyery  coiin^ 
flowed  with  the  blood  of  fellow  citiMn^ 

In  164S  the  king  had  all  the  coqnty.  o.f  Somenet  ia 
his  power,  except  Taunton.  The  town  hi^i  been  tnkm 
by  the  parliament's  forces,  ip  August,  1643.  Aboul 
this  period,  sir  Ralph  (afterwards  lord)  HoptpOf  % 
jg^entleman  of  great  mental  and  bodily  accompliBhuieat^ 
and  trained  to  war  in  the  Low  Cquntries,  had  rendered 
the  king  most  important  services  in  the  west ;  whert^ 
i^  a  few  months,  he  raised  a  formidable  army,  and 
fortified  no  less  than  forty  garrisons4'  To  check  the 
progress  of  his  influence,  and  to  prevent  the  dangers 
threatened  by  his  growing  fortunes,  sir  WiUiam  Waller 
advanced  into  these  parts,  with  a  well  furnished  army  ^ 
and  taking  possession  of  Taunton,  was  particularly  the 
object  of  the  direction  given  to  one  body  of  the  puw 
liament's  forces.  The  views  of  the  parliament,  in  the 
west,  were  greatly  assisted  by  the  conduct  of  sir  John 
Homer,  Mr.  Alexander  Fopham,  and  other  gentlemen. 
Mr.  Sandford,  the  higli-sberifi^  of  Somerset,  was 
attached  to  its  interest.  The  principal  gentry  of  the 
neighbourhood,  the  trained  bands,  the  mayor  and  prin- 
cipal inhabitants  of  the  town,  aided,  with  horse  and 
foot,  the  intention  of  securing  this  place  for  the 
parliament.*  When,on  taking  it,the  houses  of  suspected 

'  Graoger's  Biographical  History,  toI.  ii.  p.  336 ;  and  H«Uk*s 
Chronicle,  p.  46. 

*  Oldmizon  says,  (Hist,  of  the  Staarts,  p.  208,)  that  <<  sir  WiHiaak 
Fortman,  Mr.  Coles,  Mr.  Pyne,  and  others,  eotertd  Taaataa  mUh 


peniQC^  were  a^ajrched»  ia  thajb  of  JVbr^  Browne^  a  popish 
r^pwapt^  4;bey  found  aroiour  foe  sixty  men ;  ia  aldeff* 
r^skim  Skinner's^  arias  for  twenty  m^n ;  and*  in  Mr. 
Tupker's,  the  coUector  of  re»t(ss  and>  steward  to  the 
Vishop  of  Winchester,  arma  ior  one  hundred  nent 
l|9Pls^  and  fpott  tw^s^y  hairels  of  gunpowder,  6% 
gf  eat  saddles*  and  iriiot  of  aU  soirta.  The  search,  ^ms 
made  through  the  neighbourhood^  andeven^the county; 
and  from  various  places,  including  the  towna  of  Btidg*- 
vator,  WellSf  Bath,  Ilehester,  Glastonbury,  Ilminstei^ 
und  others,  they  collected  stones  of  aanuunitiou  and 
arms  for^  at  least*  eighteea  hundred  men;  gi\eafc 
vddles,  one  hundnediand  fifty ;  light  horsey  one  huUfi^ 
4red  and  fifty ;  and  ten  thousand  pounds  in  money. 
All  these  articles  were  conveyed  to  the  castle  ia 
Taunton,  and  lodged  there  under  the  custody  of  the 
mayor  and  aldermeq,  with  a  sufficient  guard/ 

This  attempt  to  secure  and  fortify  Taunton  in  the 
interest  of  the  parliament  soon  met  with  a  temporal^ 
iinpediment  and  defeat.     For,  in  the  next  year,  the 

Embody  of  horse  and  foot,'t  and  got  possession  of  tke  anns,  ammuni- 
tV>a,  and  money,  as  mentioned  in  tke  text*  These  had  been  providel^ 
b^  adds,  by  bishop  Curie,  M  as  a  proof  t)i%toobody  bad  ey^r  rtyng^i 
of  making  war  for  church  a^d  king,  till  tb^  ear)  of  Essex  Wf^  on  the 
march." 

^^  Thus  was  thirpopulous  trading  county,'*  he  continues,  <^  secured 
fdr  the  parliament ;  but  through  the  corruption  of  the  leading  meo, 
aii4  the  inconstancy  of  the  people^  so  many  deserted  this  cause  afHer. 
wai^s^  as  gate  great  trouble  to  the  w^l^afiiBcted  in  tbope  parts.  Tiioif 
deserters  were  not  the  Horners,  the  Pophams,  the  Harbyns^  the 
Hippesleys,  the  Wroths,  who  condnued  In  the  interest  and  serTice 
of  their  country." 

'  Vicars'  JehoTah  Jireb^  or  PsrUamentirjr  CkroBicbi   1044. 
p*  135.  '-*  ■ ' 
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marqaess  of  Hertford  drove  from  hence  the  pariia-^ 

mentis  forces,  and  took  p(»8se8sion  of  it  in  favour  of  the 

king.     But  the  fruits  of  this  victory  were  not  lasting; 

For  in  IG44,  on  the  8th  of  July,  soon  after  the  battle 

of  Marstou-rooor»  colonel  Blake  and  sir  Robert  Pye 

again   took  Taunton   for  the  parliament.      Colon^ 

Reeves,  who  commanded  the  castle  for  the  king,  and 

his  soldiers,  had  quarters  g^ven  them  to  march  to 

Bridgwater.     There  were  found   in  the  castle  one 

demi-culverin  and  ten  other  small  pieces,  two  tons  of 

match,  eight  barrels  of  powder,  store  of  arms  and 

ammunition,  with  much  household  furniture,  and  plenty 

of  provisions.'  This  gave  great  strength  to  the  interest 

of  the  parliament  in  the  west ;  which  was,  about  the* 

same  time,  joined    by  four  thousand  volunteers  at 

Chard,  three  thousand  more  at  CoUumpton,  and  two 

thousand  raised  by  colonel  Ware,  and  entertained  at 

Barnstaple.     Colonel  Popham  was  ordered  to  Tann- 

ton,  to  take  charge  of  a  regiment  raised  for  him  by 

the    county.*     But    the  violent   spirit  of  the  roytd 

party,  nevertheless,  shewed  itself  in  outrageous  acts. 

Sir  Francis  Dodington,  meeting  with  a  minister  on 

the  road  near  Taunton,  asked  him,  ''  Who  art  thoa 

for,  priest  ?'*    who  answered,   "  For  God   aiid   his 

gospel.*'     Upon  which  Dodington  shot  him  dead.' 

Military  efforts  were  also  made  to  recover,  for  the 

king,  this  strong  town ;  for,  in  the  same  year,  three 

thousand  of  his  forces  besieged  it ;  but  the  governor^ 


'  Rushworth's  Collections,  part  iiL  toK  ii.  and  vol.  i.  p.  68flL. 
Whitelocke's  Memorials,  p.  90y  91. 
*  Whitelocke,  p.  01. 
'  WUtelocke^  p.  06. 
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colonel  Blake»  sent  out  a  party  against  the  besiegers, 
which,  falling  upon  them,  killed  and  took  many  ;  and 
among  the  rest  some  officers/ 

SIEGE    OF   TAUNTON. 

For  some  following  months,  things  remained  in  a 
quiet  state  at  Taunton  ;  but  early  in  the  spring  of 
1645,  a  large  body  of  forces,  to  the  amount  of  ten 
thousand,  marched  to  the  attack  of  the  town,  under 
lord  Goring,  *'  a  man  of  ready  wit,  good  understand- 
ing, and  a  clear  head ;  but  too  mercurial  to  be  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  and  too  vicious  to  be  in  a  station^ 
where  example  could  corrupt/'  He  led  his  forces 
with  valour  and  resolution,  but  kept  them  under  na 
discipline.  '^  That  part  of  the  country,  where  his  army 
lay,  was  a  scene  of  ravage  and  licentiousness/'*  The 
butcheries,  rapes,  and  robberies  they  committed,  fixed 
on  them  the  opprobrious  name  of  ^'Goring's  crew;" 

*  Whitelocke,  p.  102. 

*  George,  lord  Goring,  was  the  son  of  sir  George  Goring,of  Hurst. 
Pierrepoiit,  in  Sussex.  The  father  was  raised  to  the  peerage  bj  the 
title  of  lord  Goring,  4th  of  Charles  T.  and  hating  faithfnUy  and 
eminently  served  the  king  in  his  troubles,  was  adfanced  to  the  titla 
of  earl  of  Norwich,  8th  of  Noyember,  20th  Charles  I.  His  eldest 
son,  George,  lord  Goring,  (called,  before  his  father's  adfancemaiU 
to  an  earldom,  colonel  Goring,  and  general  Goring,)  is  well  known 
as  general  of  horse,  in  the  civil  war;  and  when  all  was  lost,  went 
into  the  Netherlands,  and  serfed  the  king  of  Spain,  as  lieutenant, 
general  of  his  forces  in  Flanders,  and  afterwards  in  Spain.  He 
married  lady  Lettice  Boyle,  daughter  of  Richard,  earl  of  Cork, 
but  had  no  issue ;  and  sunriving  her,  is  said  to  have  assumed  the 
habit  of  a  Dominican  friar  in  Spain,  where  he  died  duriag  his 
father's  life-time.  The  earl  sur? ifed  till  January  6th,  1662,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  his  surriTing  son,  Charles,  second  earl  of 
Norwich.— Co//fit#'f  Peerage^  by  Brydga^  ToU  ix»  pr  4M. 
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and  left  an  abhorrence  of  tliem  in  the  miiidlB  ef  Ae 
pec^le  of  Taontony  for  several  generatioAs.  The 
jfirmness  and  conduct,  with  which  colonel  BMce 
sapported  the  siege,  lengthened  its  duration.  At  the 
opening  of  the  siege,  cblond  Edmiind  Wyndham, 
then  governor  of  Bridgwater,  and  the  commander  of 
a  royal  regiment,  sent  a  threatening  summon  to 
colonel  Blake,  requiring  him,  *^  upon  pain  of  fire  and 
sword,''  to  surrender  the  town  and  castle ;  and  per- 
suading him  to  it  from  the  ^*  indefensibleness  of  the 
place,  and  to  prevent  the  efiusion  of  more  christiaii 
blood."  To  which  demand  Blake  returned  this 
spirited  answer : — 

''  These  are  to  let  you  knoit,  that  as  we  neldier 
fear  your  menaces,  nor  accept  your  profiers,  so  we 
wish  you  for  time  to  come  to  desist  from  all  overtorei 
of  the  like  nature  unto  us,  who  are  resolved,  to  the 
last  drop  of  our  blood,  to  maintain  the  quarrel  we  have 
undertaken  :  and  doubt  not  but  the  same  Gob,  who 
hath  hitherto  protected  us,  will  ere  long  bless  us  with 
an  issue  answerable  to  the  justness  of  our  cause  :  how- 
soever, to  him  alone  shall  we  stand  or  fall/'' 

The  resolution  of  the  governor,  and  the  fortitude  of 
the  inhabitants,  were  put  to  full  trial  by  the  extre- 
mities to  which  a  long  siege  reduced  them.  For,  though 
soon  after  the  above  determination  was  formed,  a 
strong  party  of  the  parliament's  forces  broke  through 
the  besiegers,  and  supplied  the  town  with  store  of 
provisions,  and  those  articles  of  which  they  were  most 
in  want,*  yet,  before  the  siege  was  raised,  their  ammu- 

■  Whitelocke'8  MeliiorMiy  p.  1I9,  and  Lock^s  MS. 
*  Ut  tats. 
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nitioii  was  spent,  the  country  roond  depo|^1»ted,  and, 
their  fyrovisions  so  exfaausted,  that,  as  tradition  r^orti, 
there  was  bat  one  bog  left  in  the  town ;  which  half- 
starved  animal  was  whipped  round  the  walls^  and 
made  to  cry^  in  different  places,  to  deceive  the  beaiegcta 
into  a  belief,  that  fresh  supplies  had  been  thrown  in* 
The  fidelity  with  which  the  town  adhered  to  the  caose 
it  espoused,  and  die  calamities  which  its  perseverance 
drew  on  it,  led  Larry,  a  French  writer^  to  call  Tannton 
^'  the  Sag^iRitum  of  the  parliament^"  in  allusion  to 
Baguntum  in  Spain.  But  the  distresses  of  the  former 
had  a  more  happy  termination  than  those  of  the  latter ; 
which  Hannibal  took  and  demolish<!i^,  but  Tauoton 
was  effectually  relieved/ 

At  the  time  Tannton  was  besieged  by  the  king's 
forces,  the  army  of  the  parliament  had  been  new- 
modelled,  and  sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  eldest  son  of  lord 
Fairfax,  of  Denton,  in  the  county  of  York,  had  been 
called  from  the  north,  which  had  been  the  scene 
of  his  military  exertions,  to  take  the  command  in 
the  south  and  west.  This  gentleman  had  been  formed 
as  a  soldier  under  Horatio,  lord  Yere,  in  the  Nether- 
lands, and  was  at  the  taking  of  Bois-Ie-duc  from  the 
Spaniards.  Lord  Yere,  his  master  in  the  art  of  war, 
Was  remaikable  for  doing  great  things  with  few  men ; 
and  Fairfax  widi  the  loss  of  few.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  characters  of  his  times  for  integrity  and  military 
accomplishments.* 

When  the  army,  which  sir  Thomas  Fairfax  was  to 
lead,  was  formed  and  fitted  for  the  field,  he  was 

'  Oldmixoti's  History  of  the  Staftrtt,  p.  i78« 

*  Granger's  Biogim|>ia<iil  Hi»tM7>  f^.  &  p.  %d9,  UU 
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comma  tided  to  advance  into  the  west,  with  the  forces 
for  the  relief  of  Taunton,  eight  thousand  horn  mnd 
foot ;  and  care  was  taken  to  furnish  them  with  money 
and  provisions ;  two  thousand  pounds  being  voted  for 
this  purpose.  It  had  been  debated,  whether  sir  Thomas 
Fairfax  should  march  with  his  newly-raised  army  to 
Oxford,  or  the  west.     Oxford  was  the  king's  hetd- 
qaarters  and  garrison ;  and  there  all  his  ordnance  and 
artillery  were  lodged.     That  it  was  also  a  midland 
garrison  in  the  heart  of  the  kingdom,  and,  being  the 
constant  seat  of  war  from  the  beginning,  the  coonty 
had  suffered  longer  than  any  other  place  in  the  king- 
dom, were  powerful  arguments  for  a  direction  of  all 
the  forces  of  the  parliament  to  that  place;  but  the 
great  distresses  that  Taunton  suffered  from  a  close 
siege,  and  the  importance  of  that  town,  as  the  asylnm 
of  the  best  affected  to  the  cause  of  the  parliament, 
determined  in  favour  of  the  western  expedition/ 

While  sir  Thomas  Fairfax  was  on  his  march  to  the 
west,  the  king,  availing  himself  of  this  destination  of  the 
parliament's  forces,  drew  his  artillery  out  of  Oxford, 
to  embody  himself  in  the  field.  And  at  the  same  time, 
the  princes  Rupert  and  Maurice,  at  the  request  of  the 
king,  marched  with  all  their  forces  to  Oxford,  to  aid 
his  majesty's  plan  of  operations.  On  these  accounts  it 
was  judged  necessary  to  recal  sir  Thomas  Fairfax 
from  the  service  of  the  west,  and  to  assign  only  a  part 
of  his  army  to  the  relief  of  Taunton.  When  he  had 
reached  Blandford,  he  received  two  expresses  to  this 
purpose,  from  the  committee  of  both  kingdoms. 

Accordingly,  a  brigade  only  was  sent  on  to  Taunton, 

'  Sprifge's  EogUuid's  RecoTsry^  p.  13^  14. 
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while  the  rest  of  the  army  was  directed  to  march  back 
to  join  lietitenant-g^eneral  Cromwell,  and  major-general 
Brown,  then  near  Oxford,  and  to  attend  the  king's 
motions  with  their  united  forces.  The  brigade, destined 
for  the  relief  of  Taunton,  consisted  of  four  regiments  of 
foot,  namely,  colonel  Weldon*s,  colonel  FortescQe's^ 
colonel  Floyd's,  and  colonel  Ingoldsby's,  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Weldon,  the  senior  colonel* 
These  were  joined  at  Dorchester  by  six  companies  of 
foot,  belonging  to  the  garrison  of  Chichester;  and  after 
that,  by  as  many  from  Lyme.  These  forces  amounted, 
in  the  whole,  to  four  or  five  thousand  foot ;  besides  a 
body  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  or  two  thousand 
horse,  consisting  of  the  regiments  of  the  colonels 
Graves,  Cook,  and  Fitzjames,  and  the  Plymouth  regi- 
ment. All  of  whom,  being  animated  with  the  same 
resolution  against  the  royal  party,  and  associated  ia 
mutual  affection  to  each  other,  proceeded  without  delay 
or  halting,  till  they  came  \vithin  a  few  days'  march  of 
Taunton.' 

When  (as  Sprigge  relates  the  particulars  of  this 
expedition)  they  were  come  within  ten  miles  of  the 
town,  having  the  advantage  of  the  hills,  they  discharged 
ten  pieces  of  their  artillery  ;  which  peal,  according  to 
the  information  they  had  previously  given  by  theirspies, 
was  a  signal  to  notify,  that  they  were  advanced  within 
that  number  of  miles.  But  they  were  defeated  in  this 
intention  ;  for,  some  few  days  before,  the  royal  forces 
had  divided  themselves  into  two  parties, each  consisting 
of  horse  and  foot,  with  some  pieces  of  cannon.  These 

'  Sprigge's  England's  Recovery,  p.  17.     Rashworth'f  Colloc* 
tioiif|r  p*  29;  or  pari  ii»  toU  i.  p.  30. 

s  e 
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skirmished  with  each  other,  with  powder  ooly,  ia  th# 
sight  of  the  town,  to  make  the  garrison  and  inhabi* 
tants  believe,  (as  they  gave  out,)  that  the  forces  of  the 
parliament,  coming  to  their  relief,  were  there  encounter- 
^  and  defeated.  This  was  a  manceavre  to  draw  a  party 
oat  of  the  town  to  the  succour  of  their  friends,  which 
they  might  cut  off  by  an  ambuscade.  This  stratagem 
proved  unsuccessful.  The  besieged  kept  close  to  their 
works;  and  the  royal  forces,  dis&ippointedin  the  e&ct 
of  their  mock- fight,  returned  to  storm  the  town,  firing 
it  with  grenades  and  mortars,  by  which  two  long  streets 
of  fair  buildings  were  burnt  to  the  ground ;  but  though 
they  entered  the  line,  they  were  driven  back  by  the 
valiant  resistance  of  colonel  Blake,  who  gave  them 
such  showers  of  balls,  as  filled  the  trenches  with  their 
dead  bodies.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  11th  of  May,  which  was  Sunday,  the  royal  army 
having  drawn  off  their  artillery,  and  the  rear  of  it  being 
on  the  march,  a  party  of  colonel  Weldon*s  horse  was 
sent,  which  juivanced  to  the  very  works.  The  town, 
being  now  assured  of  the  approach  of  their  friends  to 
their  relief,  sallied  out,  and  fell  upon  the  rear  of  the 
king's  forces,  of  whom  they  killed  some,  and  took 
others  prisoners.' 

At  the  very  time  when  affairs  were  taking  a  turn  so 
favourable  to  the  relief  of  the  town,  an  amiable  and 
respectable   man,  Mr.   Thomas  Welman,*  vicar  of 

•  ■  The  king,  who  was  then  at  Oxford,  was  much  perplexed  at  the 
raising  of  the  siege  of  Taunton.  Goring's  heart  had  been  set 
upon  the  reduction  of  the  place,  that  he  might  bring  that  rich  and 
populous  town  and  county  under  contribution,  and  indulge  himsdf 
ia  rapine  and  not—Oldmixon's  Hist,  of  ike  Stuarts,  p.  «•• 
*  This  gentleman  was  born  at  Ilchester^  1000;  and  edncatdl  it 
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Lappit,  near  Honiton,  who  had  fled  to  Taunton  for 
security  from  the  rage  and  cruelty  of  6oringf*s  forces^ 
and  whose  prayers  and  sermons  had  greatly  encouraged 
the  people,  under  all  the  ditiiculties  and  dangers  of  the 
siege,  to  trust  in  GoD,  was  preaching  in  St.  James's 
churchy  on  Mai.  iii.  6.     The  doctrine,  on  which  he 

Oxford,  where  he  spent  seven  years.  He  was  cpifcopallj  ordained^ 
and  was,  for  a  considerable  time,  curate  to  Mr.  Eedcs,  of  Honiton  ; 
where  he  was  greatly  beIo?ed  for  his  useful  labours,  and  amiable  con« 
Tersation.  There  he  married  the  daughter  of  Mr.  Isaac  Northcote, 
of  that  town,  a  pious  woman,  who  was  his  wife  almost  fifty  yearf^ 
and  survived  him  about  twelve.     The  vicarage  of  Luppit  was  be» 

stowed  on  him  by Southcot,  esq.  a  gentleman  of  the  paruh. 

When  the  county  was  free  from  the  ravages  of  the  royal  army,  he 
returned  and  though  he  had  offers  of  better  preferment,  continued  ; 
to  labour  there,  till  he  was  ejected  by  the  act  of  uniformity  in 
1662.     He  had,  at  that  time,  seven  children,  and  no  large  estate 
to  maintain  them  ;  but  he  professed,  that  if  he  had  nothing  to  leave 
them,   he  would   rather  commit  them  to  the  care  of  Divine  Provi* 
dence,  than  act  against  the  conviction  of  his  own  mind.    There  were 
many  weeping  eyes  when  he  preached  his  farewell  sermon.     He  died 
in  1685,  aged  eighty.    After  he  was  ejected,  he  continued  to  preach 
as  opportunity  offered,  in  his  house  ;  and  in  difficult  times,  either  in 
the  morning  before  day,  or  some  hours  after  night.     Informers  and 
officers,  allured  by  sums  of  money,  often  endeavoured  to  apprehend 
him,  but  were  disappointed.  Many  scholars,  designed  for  the  ministry, 
were  indebted  to  him  for  his  encouragement,  direction,  and  friendl/ 
services  ;  and  among  others,  his  cousin. german.  Dr.  Simon  Welman, 
a  noted  physician,   but  who  was  educated  for  the  pulpit.      The 
heavenly  and  spiritual  frame  of  his  mind  diffused  such  an  unction 
through  his  discourses,  that  it  was  said  ^^  he  spoke  rather  like  an 
angel  than  a  man."      His  singular    humility,  modesty,   and   mild- 
temper,  made  him,  when  he  heard  of  his  peopIc*s  miscarriages,  prefer 
convincing  them  of  their  faults,  rather  by  letters,  than  by  a  reproof 
to  their  face.     He  lived,  and  died,  a  non.conformist,  with  a  great 
deal  of  comforti  though  he  did  not  leate  his  family  jrkh. — Palmer^s 
Non-QonformUVi  Mcmariaip  toI.  L  p.  378—380.    T. 
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m^n.  Two  hundred  of  the  royal  army  were  made 
prisoners,  and  two  hundred  antl  sixty  stand  of  arms 
were  taken.  In  the  advance  of  Fairfaxes  bri^de  to 
the  town,  ten  of  it  fell  upon  one  hundred  of  the  king'*8, 
and  killed  and  took  some  of  them. 

On  receiving  the  news  that  Taunton  was  relieved, 
the  commons  appointed  a  day  of  public  thankagiving^ 
for  the  same.'  Letters  of  thanks  were  sent  to  sir 
Thomas  Fairfax,  for  sending  relief  to  it,  and  recom- 
mending to  him  colonel  Weldon,  for  his  good  services; 
and  to  the  governor,  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and 
16  the  soldiers  in  it,  for  their  spirited  and  gallant 
M[ertions  in  defending  it  throngh  a  siege  of  fifty-font 
days.  An  order  was  also  issued  for  bestowing  on  tile 
garrison,  for  its  valiant  and  faithful  defence,  two 
thousand  pounds ;  and  to  colonel  Blake,  in  particulate 
a  grant  of  five  hundred  pounds  was  made  • 

The  natives,  for  many  years,  retained  and  cher^bed 
a  lively  and  devout  sense  of  their  deliverance,  and  of 
the  wonders  that  distinguished  it ;  **  wonders,**  it  was 

■  In  the  jear  1645,  in  allasion  to  the  successes  gained  by  the 
armies  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  parliament,  (here  was  licensed 
and  printed  a  sermon,  in  which  the  preacher,  in  triumph,  exclaimed 
to  his  congregation — 

^^  O  gi?e  thanks  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  is  gracioos,  and  bit  mercy 
endureth  for  e?er ; 

*^  Who  remembered  us  at  Nasebj,for  his  mercy  enduretb  for  ever; 

*^  Who  remembered  us  in  Pembrokeshire,  for  his  mercy  endureth 
for  ever ; 

**  Who  remembered  us  at  Tauntow,  for  his  mercy  endaredi  for 
ejer.''— Walker's  Sufferings  of  (he  Clergy,  p.  18. 

*  The  preceding  particulars  are  related  in  Whitelocke's  Memo« 
rials,  p.  140,  and  141  ;  Sprigge»s  England's  Reco?ery,  p.  17,  18; 
and  Rushworth»8  Collections,  vol.  ? i.  p.  29,  or  part  h.  vol.  1.  p.  29. 
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said,  ^*  that  might  even  fill  a  volume,  and  give  life  to 
a  story  that  should  outlive  the  world."     The  11th  of 
May  was  celebrated  for  some  years  by  acts  of  public 
devotion,  and  anniversary  sermons ;'  and  the  merciek 
of  it  conveyed  down  in  historical  song.* 

'  Three  of  these  sermons  are  in  print:  one  entitled  Man's  Wrath 
and  God's  Praise,"  on  Psalm  Izzvi.  10.  by  George  Newton,  A.  M». 
1646.     The  second,  ^^The  Waters  of  Marah  sweetned,"  by  T.  B. 
A.  M.  and  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  the  county,  1647.  The  third,. 
*^  The  Works  of  Heaven  upon  Earth  ;  or  the  Excellence  of  t^ralse 
and  Thanksgivin^,  hi  part  displayed,"  by  Henry  Jeans,  minister  of 
God's  word,  at  Cbedioy,   1648.     The  circamstanceB  of  the  siege, 
and  of  the  deliverance,  being  then  recent  in  the  meoMry  of  the  people, 
these  discourses  contain  no  narrative  of  either.     Each  of  them  if 
dedicated  to  the  mayor  of  the  year,  as  well  as  to  the  inhabitants* 

*  The  following  is  the  roost  exact  copy  of  the  song,  which  w^* 
have  been  able  to  procure : — 

Before  day-light  appear*d  in  view, 
Thie  news  to  tbem  was  come. 

That  Gorinr,  and  his  cursed  crew, 
Were  all  cbspers'dand  gone. 

Bat  who  can  tell  what  Joy  was  tbeit. 
And  what  content  ofmind 

Was  pat  inta  the  hearti  of  tfaote. 
Who'd  been  so  long  conlln'd  ? 

Oor  bread  was  fotirteen-pence  per 
And  ail  things  sold  fall  de«r  Jpqandr 

Which  made  our  soldiers  make  short 
meals. 
And  pinch  themselves  full  near. 

Oar  beer  was  eit^teen-pence  per 
(As  for  a  tmth  was  told,)     [qaarf. 

And  butter  el^hteen-pence  per  pound 
To  cliri»tiaDS  there  was  sold. 

llie  cavaliers  dispersed  with  fear. 
And  forced  were  tu  nm. 

On  the  eleventh  of  May,  by  break  ff 
Ere  rising  of  the  son.  [day. 

Let  l^ionton  men  be  mindfiil  then   - 

Inkeepipgofthisda^:   .  , 

We'll  give  C^D  praise  wi  thjoy  aluairli.. 
)1     Upon  th'  eleventh  of  May. 


• 
The  eleventh  of  May  was  a  joyful  day. 

When  Tamiton  i^ot  relief; 
Which  tiirn'd  oni*  sorrows  into  joy, 

And  eas'd  um  of  our  grief. 

The  Taunton  men  were  valiant  then, 

In  keeping  of  the  town. 
While  many  of  those,  who  were  6w 

Lay  gastpm^  on  the  ground,    [foes, 

When  colonel  Massey,  of  the  same. 

Did  understand  anght. 
He,  like  a  man  of  counige  bold, 

Prepared  himself  to  t^ht 

With  that  oar  soldiers,  one  and  alt. 
Cast  up  their  caps,  and  cry'd. 

What  need  we  fear  what  man  can  do. 
Since  God  is  on  our  side. 

Long  time  did  Goring  lie  encamp'd 
Agaipst  fair  Taimton  toi(ni.: 

He  made  a  vow  to  starve  us  out. 
And  hatter  our  castle  down. 

Wlthm  our  castle  did  remain 

(A  garrison  so  strong) 
niose  Uhaly  teds  whii&  did  nnto 

Our  parliament  belong. 
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THE  SIEGE  RENEWED. 

Ere  the  gladness  and  triumph  of  the  people,  in  thip 
deliverance,  could  subside,  or  they  could  recover  from 
the  distresses  of  the  siege,  lliey  were  again  attacked^ 
and  reduced  to  new  extremities.  Before  the  end  of 
May^the  king's  forces  under  Goring,  Uopton,  Beiice- 
ley,  and  Grenville,  about  ten  thousand  in  all,  joined 
together,  engaged  with  colonel  Weldon*s  brigrade, 
and,  overpowering  them  with  numbers,  obliged  them 
to  retreat  into  the  town ;  which  thus  was  ag^in  cloadj 
besieged,  and  lord  Goring  continued  to  lie  with  hit 
Bnny  about  it,  with  the  sanguine  hope  of  subduing  the 
parliament's  forces  there,  and  of  settling  the  west  of 
Unglaod  in  an  absolute  posture  for  the  king's  service. 
Governor  Blake,  in  several  sallies,  gained  the  advan- 
tage over  the  royal  &;eneral,  (colonel  Ingoldsby,  in 
particular,  fell  upon  the  royal  quarters,  and  slew 
divers  considerable  men;)  yet  found  hiinself  beset 
with  difficulties,  and  was  obliged  to  write  to  the 
parliament,  in  the  most  pressing  terms,  for  immediate 
assistance.  His  letters  represented,  **  that  if  relief 
came  not  speedily  to  them,  they  should  he  put  into 
great  straits  for  provisions  and  ammunition:  they 
assured  the  house,  they  never  accepted  a  parley  from 
the  enemy,  but  scorned  it ;  and  they  had  some 
ammunition  left,  and  were  resolved  to  feed  upon  then: 
horses :  they  requested  the  house  to  take  consideration 
of  their  condition ;  and  left  all  to  the  Ai.mighty,  who, 
they  doubted  not,  would  relieve  them.''  The  par- 
liament returned  for  answer,  '<  that  relief  should 
speedily  come  to  them,  and  what  money  they  took  up 
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the  house  would  pay  ;  and  desired  them  to  go  on  in 
their  yigfilance  and  valour,  and  they  should  never 
want  the  encouragement  of  the  parliament/* 

The  situation  of  Taunton  accordingly  met  with 
attention  and  support.  An  ordinance  was  sent  to  the 
lords  to  raise  a  regiment  of  dragoons  for  its  relief. 
Divers  officers,  left  out  of  the  new  army,  offered  to 
enlist  themselves  for  the  s^me  purpose;  and  the  house 
directed,  that  such  as  should  enlist  themselves  should 
have  a  fifth  part  of  their  arrears  paid  them  within  a 
month  after  their  advance;  and  those  who  did  not 
perform  their  proposal  should  forfeit  all  their  arrears.* 

The  town  was  encouraged  by  the  information  they 
received  of  the  aid  the  parliament  was  about  to  afford 
them,  and  by  a  small  supply  of  powder  from  Lyme. 
A  party  of  the  garrison  issued  out  on  the  besiegers,  and 
took  and  slew  above  four  hundred  of  them,  with  the 
loss  of  one  hundred.  The  royal  forces,  in  consequence 
of  this,  drew  back,  and  the  quarters  were  enlarged  five 
or  six  miles  in  compass. 

Besides  the  assistance  which  the  parliament  afforded^ 
the  common  council,  and  others,  of  London,  entere^f 
into  an  association  for  the  relief  of  Taunton  ;  and  by 
voluntary  subscriptions,  collected  four  thousand  pounds 
for  raising  one  thousand  horse,  to  join  colonel  Massey,' 
who  had  been  sent,  by  the  order  of  the  commons,  into' 
the  west.* 

But  what  most  effectually  contributed  to  the  relief 

of  the  town,  and  raising  the  siege,  was  the  intercepting" 

»• » 
■  Whitelocke'f  Memorials,  p.  144— l46.«^ldinb[OQ's  Hist  of 

the  Stuarts,  p.  983. 

!  WUtiloQke's  McBM^rials,  p.  144^  145. 
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of  a  packet- from  lord  Goring  to  the  king,  discoTeTRig^ 
the  state  of  thingti  in  the  west,  and  ufiving  thekifig 
hopes  of  his  being  able  soon  to  march  to  his  asfiistance 
Ht  Leicester,  with  a  considerable  army,  and  urging 
bim,  in  the  mean  time,  to  stand  only  upon  a  defensive 
poiiture.  The  person,  to  whom  the  despatch  was  en- 
trusted, carried  the  letters  to  sir  Thomas  Fairfax,  and 
delivered  them  to  him  the  day  after  Itis  victory  over 
the  royal  army  at  Naseby ;  the  disastrous  fate  of  whieh 
battle  the  king  would  probably  have  avoided,  by  de- 
clining to  fight,  had  the  packet  been  faithfully  presented 
to  him.  The  intelligence  derived  from  the  letters 
quickened  sir  Thomas  Fairfax  to  relieve  Tannton  with 
speed. 

Having  besieged  and  taken  Leicester,  and  settled 
afiairs  there,  after  its  surrender,  which  engaged  bim 
only  for  four  days,  the  general  marched  to  Warwick^ 
doubtful,  whether  to  follow  the  king,  and  prevent  hi» 
raising  a  new  army  in  Wales,  or  to  proceed  to  the 
assistance  of  the  parliament's  army  in  the  west;  where 
according  to  common  report,  the  king's  forces  were, 
twelve  thousand,  while  general  Massey,  who  was  sent 
to  the  relief  of  Taunton,  had  only  three  thousand.  Tbia 
superiority  of  numbers,  it  was  rightly  judged,  would 
enable  lord  Goring  both  to  keep  off  Massey,  and  to 
shut  up  the  parliament's  forces  in  the  town ;  and  threat- 
ened a  blow,  which  would  prove  ruinous  to  their  cause; 
for  success  there  would  give  the  king's  army  the 
entire  possession  of  Lyme,  Poole,  and  Weymouth.  The 
consequences  to  be  apprehended,  on  account  of  the 
trade  and  riches  of  those  counties,  and  of  the  conside- 
rable towns  and  ports  on  each  aide^  either  towards 
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France  or  Ireland,  were  powerful  inducementB  with  the 
general  to  pursue  his  march  thither.  But  in  a  businefis 
of  such  moment,  being  cautious  of  acting  on  his  own 
judgment  only,  he  sent  expresses  to  the  parliament, 
and  the  committee  of  both  kingdoms,  and  submitted 
his  motions  to  their  advice  and  counsel. 

Yet,  that  no  time  might  be  lost,  he  proceeded  on  hi^ 
inarch  as  far  as  Marlborough,  which  he  reached  on 
Saturday,  the  28th  of  June ;  and,  while  he  rested 
there,  on  the  next  day,  having  received  the  consent 
of  the  house,  and  of  the  committee  of  both  kingdoms, 
to  march  westward,  he  sent  forward  spies  to  Taunton, 
to  give  notice  of  the  army*s  advance  for  their  relief. 

He  accordingly  bent  his  course  that  way,  and  arrived 
at  Blandford,  on  the  second  of  July,  where  he  joined 
colonel  Massey,and  where  intelligence  met  him,  that 
the  spies  had  got  into  Taunton,  and  communicated  the 
welcome  news  of  his  advance,  and  that  lord  Goring 
had  drawn  off  to  Blackdown,  and  burnt  his  huts. 

On  the  next  night,  at  Dorchester,  a  confirmation  of 
this  intelligence  was  received ;  and  it  was  added,  that 
it  had  been  discovered,  that  the  intention  of  lord  Gk>» 
ring's  drawing  off  his  men  to  Blackdown  was  to  tempt 
the  forces  in  the  town  to  sally  out,  that  he  might  tak^ 
advantage  to  surprize  them  ;  but,  failing  in  his  expec- 
tation, he  had  returned  again  to  his  former  quarters 
about  Taunton,  and  had  made  some  slight  andineffec** 
tual  attempts  on  the  parliament's  party  there.  Sir 
Thomas  Fairfax's  foot,  hearing  that  lord  Goring  had 
renewed  the  siege,  were  eager  to  march  all  that  night, 
after  twelve  miles'  march  in  the  day,  which  wai  ikao 
but  the  moiety  of  sixiy-ttro  miku'  mArcfa  hi  fittf  tiayv 
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before :  so  far,  says  my  author,  did  their  compassicm 
to  Taunton,  and  their  party  there,  carry  them  beyond 
consideration  of  themselves. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  the  army  proceeded  from  Dor** 
Chester  to  Beaminster.  Here  positive  iniellig^ence 
was  received,  at  nif^ht,  that  lord  Goring  had  drawn 
off  his  troops  from  the  siege  of  Taunton,  and  had 
m^ched  to  Umioster;  and  that,  on  that  nighty  his 
garters  would  be  at  Somerton.  The  general,  upon 
this,  sent  a  party  of  horse  to  Crewkerne,  who  took 
soine  of  Goring*s  soldiers  prisoners;  whose  testimooj 
confirmed  the  news  of  the  siege  being  raised,  and 
added,  that  their  army  had  marched  towards  Langport. 
Thus  was  Taunton,  a  second  time,  relieved,  and  the 
parliament's  interest  there  rescued  from  the  imminent 
danger  of  an  entire  overthrow.  The  town  had,  on  the 
3d  of  July,  when  it  was  delivered,  stood  a  five  weeksT 
siege.  One  thousand  of  the  royal  forces  were  slain, 
and  four  hundred  taken  prisoners,  with  four  hundred 
stand  of  arms.  The  parliament  lost,  among  other 
ofiSicers,  colonel  Floyd  and  colonel  Richbell ;  both  of 
them  faithful,  experienced  soldiers.  Many  officers^ 
and  persons  of  quality,  in  the  royal  army,  fell ;  and 
particularly  sir  John  Digby'  received,  in  this  siege> 

'  In  a  ^^  Catalogue  of  the  Lords,  Knights,  and  Gentlemen,  (of  the 
cathollck  religion,)  that  were  slain  in  the  late  War,  in  defence  of 
their  King  and  Country,"  printed  at  the  end  of  ^^  Calendarioni 
Catholicum,'*  for  1662,  the  following  names  occur: — 

^^  Captain  Richardson,  slain  before  Taunton. 

"  Major  Richard  Norwood,  slain  before  Taunton. 

^^  Sir  John  Digby,  wounded  atTauuton,and  died  at  Bridgwater.*' 

Sir  John  Digby  was  the  second  son  of  sir  £f crard  Digby,  wha 
kuffered  on  account  of  being  concerned  in  the  gunpowder  {do^  m 
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a  wound,  of  which  he  afterwards  died  at  Bridgwater. 
The  valour,  diligence,  and  fidelity  of  colonel  Weldon, 
and  the  rest  of  the  commanders,  who  engaq^ed  in  the 
defence  of  Taunton,  gained  great  encomiums;  as  did 
also  the  good  services  of  the  horse,  commanded  by 
colonel  Graves,  who,  in  several  sallies  upon  the  royal 
army,  were  very  successful.' 

The  zeal  and  steadiness,  with  which  the  town  of 
Taunton,  including  the  corporation,  as  well  as  the 
inhabitants,  supported  the  cause  of  the  parliament, 
against  the  despotic  views,  and  arbitrary  measures  of 
Charles  1.  were  remembered  against  them,  when  his 
son  Charles  II.  was  established  on  the  throne  of  his 
ancestors ;  and  full  revenge  was  taken  for  the  disloyalty 
and  injuries,  with  which  he  conceived  his  royal  father 
had  been  treated.  In  the  year  1662,  commissioners 
were  appointed  and  named  for  each  county,  city,  and 
borough,  for  securing  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  and 
regulating  corporations.  Orders  were  issued  out  by 
them  for  displacing  the  officers,  and  demolishing  the 
walls  of  the  cities  and  towns  which  had  bulwarks  and 
garrisons,  and  had  maintained  them  through  the  war, 
against  the  king.  Such  places  were  looked  upon  as 
having  been  the  seats  of  rebellion ;  and  it  was  deter- 
mined, by  their  destruction,  to  give  security  and  an 
example  to  future  times.  The  county  troops,  and 
respective  trained  bands,  to  prevent  tumults  and 
insurrections,  were  employed  as  guards,  at  the  demoli- 
tion of  their  fortifications.     Taunton  felt  the  effects. 

1^05,  and  brother  of  the  celebrated  sir  Kenelm  Digby.  He  was  a 
colonel  in  king  Charles  the  first's  army,  and  a  major-general  in  th% 
western  parts  of  England. 

'  Sprigg€»s  England's  RecoTerj,  p.  47, 48)  53— W,  and  00. 
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of  these  measares.  Its  corporation  was  deprived  of  its 
charter,  and  its  walls  so  entirely  rased  to  the  foanda- 
tioOy  that  its  present  inhabitants  cannot  tell  where  they 
stood.' 

This  step  by  no  means  tended  to  conciliate  tbe 
affections  of  tbe  town  to  the  new  government,  tbonghy 
at  the  instance  of  Dr.  Peter  Mew,  bishop  of  Win- 
chester, the  charter,  as  we  have  before  related,  was 
restored.  Every  thing,  during  the  reign  of  Charles  II. 
contributed  to  alarm  the  friends  of  the  protestant 
religion,  and  of  the  constitution,  with  fears  of  the 
return  and  full  establishment  of  popery  and  despotism.* 
When  the  duke  of  York  ascended  the  throne,  his  con- 
duct soon  shewed    what   expectations   were  to    be 
entertained,  concerning  his  views  and  principles.    On 
the  next  Sunday  after  the  death  of  his  brother,  he  went 
openly  to  mass.     His  queen,  her  confessor,  and  other 
ambitious  catholics,  insinuated  to  him,  that  a  standing 
army,  and  advancing  the  Roman  catholics  to  civil  and 
military  employments,  were  the  only  means  of  establish- 
ing his  authority ;  for  the  fanatics  and  presbyterians 
were  able  to  disturb  him;    and  the  loyalty  of  the 
episcopal  party,  only  the  effect  of  animosity  to  the 
dissenters,  was  even  to  be  suspected,  lie  easily  adopted 
the  project  that  was  suggested  to  him ;  and  began 

'  Heath's  Chronicle,  p.  512.  About  thirty.fife  years  since  some 
iforkmen,  (digging  for  bricks,  met  with  the  moat,  and,  following  its 
direction,  found  it  to  be  twelve  feet  deep  from  the  lerel  of  tbe 
ground,  about  sixteen  feet  wide  at  top,  and  four  at  bottom. 

*  A  report  pre?ailed,  that  the  king  had  been  heard  to  aaj, 
^'  That  he  would  make  the  name  of  parliaments  to  be  forgottea  in 
England."— Secret  History  of  the  Reigns , of  Charles  IL  and 
James  IL  p.  117. 


^u 


HiaTOJlY  OF  TAUNTON.  431 

to  closet  men,  and,  by  fair  words  and  am[4e  promises, 
endeavoured  to  allure  them  to  assist  his  intentions. 
His  zeal  to  introduce  and  establish  popery  was  so  well 
known,  that  pope  Innocent  IX.  in  a  letter  to  faim, 
while  he  applauded  it,  expressed  his  apprehensions, 
lest  he  shoi\ld  push  it  too  far.' 

By  these  projects,  and  their  recent  suffering's  under 
Charles  11.  the  minds  of  the  people  were  disposed  to 
favour  any  efforts  that  protmised  the  secure  enjoyment 
of  their  religion  aqd  liberties.  They  looked  up  to  a 
prince,  even  of  royal  blood,  as  their  future  deliverer* 
This  was  James,  duke  of  Monmouth. 

DUKii  OF  Monmouth's  rbbclIiIOn. 

The  fluke  of  Monmouth  passed  as  the  natural  son  of 
Charles  the  second,  whilst  prince  of  Wales,  by  Mrs. 
Lucy  Walter,  sometimes  called  Mrs.  Barlow,  daughter 
of  Richard  Walter,  of  Haverford-West,  in  the  county 
of  Pembroke,  esq.  It  was  suspected  that  the  prince 
was  married  to  this  lady.^  It  is  certain  that  he  ever 
expressed  a  particular  kindness  and  deference  to  her. 
He  had  allowed  his  servants  to  wait  on  her  at  table 
kneeling,  and  to  pay  all  the  marks  of  respect  due  only 
to  a  queen  ;  and  her  son,  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  was 
distinguished,  above  all  his  other  natural  sons,  by  great 
titles,  high  employments,  and  every  expression  of  fa- 
vour and  affection. 

*  History  of  William  III.  vol.  i.  p.  173,  174. 

*  In  a  novel,  dedicated  to  WUliam,  lord  Russel,  entiUed,  <<  Tka 
Perplexed  Prince,"  which  pretended  to  gife  the  secret  history  of 
Charles  II.  and  Lucy  Walter,  it  was  asserted,  that  the  king  was 
certainly  married  to  her.  This  book,  though  a  mean  performance, 
bad  great  influence  upon  the  ^opvAvLceB-^Chrang^r^s  Biographical 
Hitiory  ({fEngl0nd^  V9l.  iH.  8to.  p.  194, 195. 
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The  doke  of  Monmouth  was  bora  mt  Bottetdtm, 
on  the  0th  of  April,  1(549.  and  bore  the  name  of  JmmeM 
Crofts,  till  hiH  majesty's  restoration.  He  wasedacatod 
chiefly  at  Paris,  under  the  eye  of  Henrietta  Maria, 
the  queen-  mother.  'His  ^vernor  was  Thomas  Rois, 
esq.  who  was  afterwards  secretary  to  Mr.  Coveotry, 
dnring  hin  embassy  in  Sweden.  In  July,  1663,  lie 
was  brought  to  England,  and  received  by  the  kittg, 
with  every  demonstration  of  joy  and  affection.  He 
had  apartments  at  Whitehall,  and  an  establishnmit 
suitable  to  his  birth  ;  and  on  February  14thy  1 662-8, 
the  king  was  pleased  to  create  him  baron  of  Tynedale^ 
in  the  county  of  Northumberland,  earl  of  Ikmcaster, 
in  the  county  of  York,  and  duke  of  Monmouth,  with 
remainder  to  his  heirs«male.  On  the  28th  of  Mardi, 
1663,  he  was  elected  a  knight  of  the  Garter.  These 
honours  were  bestowed  for  the  purpose  of  gracing  the 
duke*8  nuptials  with  the  lady  Anne  Scot,'  daughter 
and  sole  heir  of  Francis,>earLof  Buccleugh,  who  was' 
then  esteemed  the  greatest  fortune,  and  the  finest  lady 
in  the  three  kingdoms.  Being  married,  be  took  the 
name  of  Scot,  and  he  and  his  lady  were  created  duke 
and'duchess  of  Buccleugh. 

On  the  breaking  out  of  the  second  Dutch  war, 
Lewis  XIV.  king  of  France,  having  agreed  to  assist 
the  English  irovernnient  with  a  squadron  of  ships, 
king  Charles  11.  obliged  himself  to  send  six  thousand 
men  to  act  w  ith  the  French  army  against  Holland. 
The-  Fn^iflish  auxiliaries  were  commanded  by  the 
duke  of  Monmouth;  who,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1672, 
was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant-general  in  the 
French  army,  by  the  king,  who  commAiided  in  persons 
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with  the  celebrated  Marshal  Turenne.  The  duke  of 
MoDinouth  was  present  io  the  coancils  of  war,  was  at 
the  takino^  of  Orfoy,  Rhinberg,  Emmerick,  Does- 
burgy  Zutphen,  and  in  the  French  king's  camp,  near 
Utrecht,  when  that  city  sent  her  keys  to  the  conqueror. 
^  In  November  folio wingt  being  informed  that  the 
prince  of  Orange  had  set  down  before  Charleroy,  his 
grace  went  again  to.  France.  In  1673,  he  was  at  the 
siege  of  Maestricht,  which  was  defended  by  a  garrison 
of  ten  thousand  men  -,  and,  having  the  command.of  tfie 
attack  of  the  counterscarp,  behaved  with  such  conduct 
and  bravery,  that  the  French  king  made  a  public 
acknowledgment  of  his  services,  and  the  town  soon 
after  surrendered. 

*  About  this  time  the  duke  of  Monmouth  was  master 
of  the  horse  to  the  king,  and  had  the  command  of  the 
first  troop  of  life-guards ;  in  1670  he  succeeded  tbe 
duke  of  Albemarle,  as  captain-general  of  the  king's 
forces ;  and  was  soon  after  appointed  lord  lieutenant 
of  the  east-riding  of  the  county  of  York,  governor  of 
HuUy  chief  justice  in  £yre  south  of  Trent,  and  lord 
high  chamberlain  of  Scotland.  He  was  also  a  member 
of  his  majesty's  privy  council.  In  1674,  he  was  elected 
chancellor  of  the  university  of  Cambridge,  and  three 
years  after  was  constituted  lord  lieutenant  of  the 
county  of  Stafford. 

*  In  1678,  the  duke  went  over  to  Holland,  and  made 
the  campaign  under  the  prince  of  Orange,  against  the 
French ;  where  they  were  both  present  at  the  desperate 
attack  upon  the  abbey  of  St.  Dennis,  animating  the 
soldiers  by  their  presence  and  example. 

*  Sir  Wjilliam  Temple,  in  his  Memoirs^  say^  ^  that 
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tlte  dake  of  Monmouth  was  in  his  greatest  height  iff 
167&,  when  the  king  fell  sick  at  Windsor,  and  witii 
ihteie  such  fits  of  fever,  as  gAVe  much  appreheniioBr 
and  n  geneMl  athaz^meMt/'  The  earls  of  Ettex  wsiA 
^tiifiLXf  teikig  about  the  king,  thought  his  dangler 
gfreat,  and  their  o^n  so  too,  atid  that  if  atay  thing  bap-* 
pened  to  the  king's  life,  the  duke  of  Motaiilolith  woaU- 
be  at  the  head  of  the  nation,  in  opposition  ttt  ihb  dtdka^ 
<^f  York,  and  in  conjunction  with  the  taf  1  of  Sliaftatf* 
buff,  ^ho  had  threatened  to  hate  their  head  A  npoll 
prorogation  of  the  last  parliameint.  This  fVight  had 
M  atibcted  the  two  earls,  that,  not  staying  to  see  hoir 
th^  king's  secoild  fit  would  be,  *<  they  proposed  tA  hii 
majesty  the  sending  immediately  for  the  ddkeof  Yoirkj;' 
"tkrhieh  being  resolved,  and  the  despatch  fliad^  ^th  all 
the  Secrecy  and  speed  imagiikable,  his  royal  bighmitr 
cathe  over  on  the  2d  of  September ;  but  finding  the 
king  recovered,  it  was  agreed  to  pass  for  a  jonmey 
t^holly  of  his  own,  and  that  it  should  be  received  by 
his  majesty  and  the  three  lords,  with  aH  signs  of  sur* 
prize.  When  this  was  done,  they  found  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  so  enraged  at  this  counsel,  as  well  as  lord 
Shaftesbury,  that  the  two  earls  saw  no  way  bnt  to  Min 
both,  and  throw  them  quite  out  of  the  king's  affkirs  $ 
which  they  did  for  that  time,  and  btought  about  tsll 
that  the  duke  of  York  desired,  for  his  security  against 
the  duke  of  Monmouth." 

*  His  grace  had  improved  every  day  in  tlie  affections 
of  the  people,  and  by  his  ^eal  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
popish  plot,  and  his  joining  heartily  with  those  hltsiB- 
bers  of  both  houses,  who  were  thought  the  best  pt^ 
t»M^%  Uid  the  gredtett  |(ati{«t^  th6  dukte  of  Toifc 
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-Wtremely  jealous  that  his  grace  began  to<»urt:  an 
aje  DfK>n  the  crown,  a  report  having  been  spread,  ijbat 
the  king  bad  been  lawfully  married  to  his  mother* 
Therefore  the  duke  of  York  prevailed  with  his  majesty 
to  make  a  declaration  in  writing,  solemnly  denyin|f 
his  having  been  married  to  the  mother  of  the  duke  of 
Monmontb ;  which  was  printed  by  his  special  command, 
mad  dated  at  Whitehall,  March  3, 1 07K-9.  8ir  William 
Temple  says,  ^'  he  could  not  bot  wonder  how  the  dnk# 
had  been  able  in  so  few  days  to  get  so  great  a  victory,'^ 
as  to  disgrace  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  to  get  biia 
removed  from  all  his  places,  and  to  order  him  abroad* 

^  As  the  duke  of  York  was  ordered  to  Srossells,  the 
duke  of  Monmouth  chose  his  residence  at  Utrecht ; 
but  hearing  of  the  sudden  Tetnm  of  the  former  to 
England,  on  the  12th  of  October,  he  thought  fit, 
without  leave,  to  follow  his  royal  highness,  an<i  on  the 
27th  of  November,  1679,  arrived  at  London  about 
midnight ;  where,  on  the  news  of  his  arrival  being 
spread,  the  bells  rung,  and  bonfires  were  made  through 
the  city  and  suburbs. 

^  The  duke,  coming  back  from  Holland  without 
leave,  did  not  venture  to  appear  at  court.  He  thought 
that  he  had  reason  to  be  discontented  at  the  return  of 
the  duke  of  York,  who  had  the  king^s  permission  to 
come  over ;  and,  putting  himself  at  the  head  of  thoae 
who  thought  the  intermission  of  parliaments  a  great 
grievance,  resolved  to  make  the  necessity  the  greater 
that  parliament  should  sit  at  the  time  appointed.  And 
the  lord  Bossell,  with  other  lords,  went  to  Westmin^ 
irter«»hall  t>nblicly,  on  June  16th,  1660 ;  and  there^  is 
the  eoort  of  fting^V  itenchi  presented  46  -ddc*  of 
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j|int^«ke  WM  lookMl  oo  as  CBlmngwli^lba4pi«i^^ 
jWPtlation  of  «itber  rainiog  Iw  hifhii^ii  «4MMilM|i 
le  duke  «^  MooBMNitbVlrieiHhb^^  jijjiy'WiMiO 
4e  Sfritai,  now  drove  on  yuA^atly^  hmI  ^^I'tJIJIf 
liiftliewoakl  mob  be  mi  Ukb  ddw  lef  XMli^  J|w|^ 
<)a  the  ;2d  of  November  tbey  braagbt  m  .lb%  IrV  ijf 
Mdqiioii,  whereia  they  Mgeged*  Bot^w^Vv  l^^itlMi 
yrrfcitcd,  opoa  opiaioa  of  aMMMuil  eadi»  bofc  MUf/UfnH^ 
apoa  that  of  Mlf-.preiervatioB«  baviag  hndEffi  Miepin 
iaUy  all  aneamires  wtb.  hie  royal^higbneiai,  .  . ..  i«;^4 
'^^  The  diwoliifcaoiiof  two  pariieBieat*  ia^a4niCj|NHp 
afiiiBey  aad  of 'the  last  jo  so  abropt.a  eioaaei^  >PMM 
a:g^iieral  spirit  of  discoatent  and  4wfaW>.  thwiBgll  > 
oattbekiogdom.  loLoadPVtherewssaitnHPplMUJlf^ 
of  maleeoafcentSy  so  torbolent  io  their  dispositiQiib  ibat 
thfy  had  oieditated  phas  pf  resistsDce.  SaMTsI  of  the 
ladividoals  of  this  party^  among  .whom  was  tbisfl^o  of 
Moomoulhy  entered  into  the  conspiracy »  known  by  Hm 
name  of  the  Rye-house  Ptal,  wbichv  it  was  asserted,  had 
for  its  object  the  assassination  of  the  king  and  the  doke 
of  York.  Soon  after  the  discovery  of  this  conspiracy, 
a  proclamation  was  issued  for  apprehending  the  duko» 
who,  beingnnwiHingto  be  detained  in  custody^  there- 
fore withdrew  till  November  24th,  when  he  sufrrendered 
hioouBelf .;  and  next  day  the  following  intimation  was 
given  in  the  London  Gazette : — 

<<  Whitbhau.,  November  25th.      Him .  mi^festf , 

liaving  this  afternoon  called  an  extraordinary  ooancily 

was  pleased  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  duke  foi  Mon^ 

mouUi  did  last  nigktsnrrender  himself  to  Mr.  8ecre|Bigf 

.J^akuu^  Jiayiag  before  writ  a  yeiy  snfeipiUBge  httar  to 


^ 
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Ilis  majesty,  entirt'ly  resijjiiinsf  himself  to  hismajestyV 
pleasure;  that  his  majesty  and  his  royal  highiies* 
went  iiown  to  Mr,  Secretary's  office,  where  the  diikc 
of  Moniiiotith  M'as,  who  shewed  himself  very  sensible 
of  his  crime  iti  the  late  conspiracy,  (the  Rye-house 
plot,)  makinsr  a  full  declantiou  of  it ;  and  that  having 
shewed  an  e\traordiniiry  penitence  for  tire  same,  and 
made  a  particular  submission  to  hts  royal  highness,  for 
bis  misbehaviour  to  him,  his  majesty  and  his  royal 
highness  received  so  much  satisfaction,  that,  upon  his 
royal  hi^hness's  desire  and  entreaty,  his  majesty  wa* 
pleaoed  to  pardon  the  said  duke,  and  thereupon  did 
order  Mr.  Attorney-ijeneral  to  «top  farther  proceed- 
ings ajfainst  him ;  but  ordered  he  should  proceed, 
notwithstanding',  against  all  the  retit  of  the  conspira- 
tors." 

•  That  the  duke  of  Monmouth  was  a  great  favourite, 
and  extremely  popular  In  the  west  of  England,  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Charles  U.  in  well  known. 
He  was  brave,  generous,  affable,  and  extremely  hand- 
some; conslant  in  his  friendships,  just  to  his  word,  and 
an  utter  enemy  to  oppression  and  tyranny.  He  was 
easy  in  his  nature,  and  fond  of  popular  applause,  which 
led  him  insensibly  into  all  his  misfortimes;  but  what- 
ever might  be  the  hidden  designs  of  some  persons  with 
whom  he  was  afterwards  engaged,  his  own  were  noble, 
and  chiefly  aimed  at  the  good  of  his  country,  though 
he  was  mistaken  in  the  means  to  attain  it.  But  nothing- 
contributed  more  to  direct  the  views  of  the  nation  to 
him,  than  his  firm  adherence  to  the  protestant  religion 
and  interest.  Uf  the  truth  of  this  there  is  the  best 
proof  in  an  account  of  a  progress  which  be  made  iut». 


"^■^ *^ 
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ihe  oooDties  of  Somerset  and  Devon,  in  the  nootii  of 
August,  1680.  The  conspicuous  part,  which  he  after** 
irards  acted  in  Taunton,  will  justify  us  in  presenting 
oor  readers  with  a  few  particulars  relating  to  this  pro^ 
g^ress,  especially  as  some  of  the  persons  tnentfoiied  had 
great  weight  and  induence  in  this  neighboorhood.' 

**  In  August,  1680,  the  duke  of  Monmootb  wait 
into  the  country  to  divert  himself,  visiting  several 
gentlemen  in  the  west  of  England,  by  whom  he  waa 
reeeived  and  entertained  with  a  gallantry  suitable  ta 
the  greatness  of  bis  birth,  and  the  relation  in  which  be 
fliood  with  his  majesty  ;  incredible  numbers  of  peo[rie 
flocking  from  all  the  adjacent  parts,  to  see  this  great 
champion  of  the  English  nation,  who  had  been  so 
successful  against  both  the  Dutch,  French,  and  Seota^ 
He  went  first  into  Wiltshire,  and  was  pleased  to  ho« 
nour  the  worthy  *squire  Thynne*  with  his  company 
for  some  days.   From  thence  he  went  to  Mr.  Spcke^^^ 

'  This  account  is  extracted  from  a  Terj  scarce  little  book,  entitled) 
*^  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Heroick  Life  and  MagnanimoQS 
Actions  of  the  most  Illustrious  Protestant  Prince,  James,  Doke  ot 
Monmonth.     London,  1683." 

^  At  the  noble  mansion  of  Long-Leat,  possessed  bj  Mr.  ThjnDe*s 
lineal  descendant,  the  present  marquess  of  Bath. 

^  Mr.  Speke  IiTed  at  Dillington.park  near  Ilmintter.  There  Is 
now  standing  in  this  park  a  Spanish  chesnut  tree,  meainring  (at 
three  feet  from  the  ground)  upwards  of  twenty.siz  feet  in  circum- 
ference. The  old  branches  have  mostly  been  remoTed  bj  the 
rayages  of  time ;  but  there  are  others  attached  to  it,  whidi  prodnee 
large  timber,  as  well  as  a  quantity  of  fruit  annually.  Thia  imsieme 
tree  is  not  only  remarkable  for  its  great  bulk,  bat  also  for  IiaTilif 
afforded  shade  to  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and  his  attendants,  wlio 
took  refreshment  under  i^  while  at  Mr.  Speke^8|  in  Ik  prograk 
through  the  west. 
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in  Soiper8iet9hir^,  in  whjcb  progr^Bss  he  ^a«  camis^ 
wiU|  the  joyful  acclamations  of  the  country  pebpl^ 
whp  came  from  all  parts,  twenty  mi|^  abput;  the  {aiifsg 
and  hedges  being  every  fvhere  lined  with  vfteu,  wom^n^ 
and  children,  who,  with  incessant  shoqts,  ciied,  V  C^op 
bless  king  Charles  and  the  protestant  duke/*  In  some 
towns  and  pari3h^s»  through  w))ich  he  pi^ssed,  t|iey 
ptrfBwed  the  streets  and  highways,  where  he  was  to  pa«f , 
Hfifh  herbs  and  flowers,  e^peci^Uy  at  llcbester  w4 
Petberton ;  others  pre$eqtiog  him  with  bottles  pf  yr'ixip. 
Wl)en  he  c^mis  yvithin  ten  miles  of  JVlr*  Speke**,  he 
Wa9  met  by  two  thousand  pe)rsons  on  hor^eb^ckf  vhoife 
number  still  increased  as  they  drew  nearer  to  i|ff. 
Speke's ;  and  when  t|i^y  arriv^  there^  they  were  re« 
putisd  to  be  twenty  thousand  j  wherefore  they  were 
forced  to  bre^  down  several  perches  of  his  park  palea 
to  enlarge  their  passage  to  the  house,  where  bis  grace 
and  ^1  his  numerous  company  "were  entertained,  and 
treated  in  an  extraordinary  manner. 

**  On  the  26th,  he  went  to  Brimpton,  being  met  on 
the  road  by  a  great  company  of  gentry,  and  the  coon« 
try  people,  who  conducted  him  to  sir  John  Sydenham'aV 

'  Brimpton.Iioase,  situated  about  two  mnes  from  TootII,  if  » 
strikiogipecimen  of  the  skill  of  loigo  Jones  in  domestic  architfctare* 
It  pontaina  a  very  handsome  suite  of  apartments,  well  caloniatsd  for 
il^  reception  of  so  numerous  a  company,  and  for  the  display  pf  <<  a 
BoUe  and  splendid  dinner."  There  is  a  very  accurate  bird'|«eye 
view,  by  Kyp,  of  this  mnnsion  and  the  adjacent  country,  taken  at 
the  time  that  it  was  the  property  pf  sir  Philip  Sydenham,  the- 
immediate  heir  of  sir  John  Sydenham  abofe-mentioned.  Sir  Philip 
vaf  a  man  of  a  Tcry  singular  turn  of  mind,  occasioned  in  a  great 
fMaanre  by  a  disappointment  in  lore.  He  squandered  an  isstate  of 
fov  tkouaaod  ptgfi^  per  wom^  #ii4  lU  ]yt  alicnatsd  fiiii^ptoii^ 
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where  he  was  entertained  at  a  noble  and  splendid 
dinner.  The  next  day,  he  went  to  Barringrton/  wher6 
he  was  pleased  to  honour  Mr.  William  8troad  witft 
his  company  at  dinner,  the  entertainment  being*  nothing 
inferior  to  what  his  grace  had  met  witiial  at  other 
phices.  After  dhmer,  he  went  to  Chard,  where  he 
arrived  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  attended  with  a 
train  of  five  thousand  horsemen ;  and  there  he  was  met 
and  welcomed  by  a  croad  of  men,  women,  and  childreiip 
who  had  not  a  mute  among  them,  but  were  almost  all 
of  them  made  deaf  with  their  own  shouts  and  accla^ 
mations  of  joy.  His  grace  lay  there  that  night,  befng* 
treated  at  a  very  splendid  supper :  he  lodged  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Prideaux.  The  next  day,  after  being 
entertained  at  a  sumptuous  breakfast,  be  rode  to  Ilmin- 
ster,  where  he  dined ;  and  in  the  afternoon  went  to 
White  Lackington,where  he  lay  that  night;  and  the  day 
following,  which  was  Sunday,  his  grace  observed  the 
sabbath  with  religious  care,  and  went  to  Ilminster 
church.     On  the  30tb,  he  went  to  Colyton,  where  he 

the  sole  remains  of  bis  property ,  to  his  coasin,  Hamphrej  Sj^denbam, 
member  for  Exeter,  reserving  four  hundred  pounds  a  year  for  his 
life.  It  passed,  after  an  intermediate  sale,  to  Francis  Fane,  of  Bristol, 
merchant,  who  bequeathed  it  to  his  brother  Thomas  Fane,  who 
succeeded  to  the  title,  oh  the  death  of  John,  serenth  earl  of 
Westmoreland,  in  which  family  the  estate  still  continues.  It  is 
strange  that,  although  there  are  two  prints  of  sir  Philip  Sydenham, 
(the  one  a  beautiful  engraving  by  Smith,  the  other  a  smaller  print 
by  Vertue,)  there  is  no  mention  made  of  him  in  Granger's  EAogjKmm 
phical  History,  or  in  Noble's  Continuation  of  that  work. 

'  Barrington^  situate  about  four  miles  from  Ilminster,  was  bailt 
by  one  of  the  family  of  the  Phclips's^  and  much  resembles^  In 
external  appearance,  their  ancient  seat  at  Moniacate. 
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was  entertained  by  sir  Walter  Yonge.  The  next  day. 
lie  went  to  Ollerton,  where  he  was  entertained  and 
lodged  by  Mr.  Dukes.  From  thence  he  went  to  Exeter, 
and  was  n)et  by  tlie  citizens  ami  the  people  of  all  the 
adjacent  parts,  to  the  number  ufabuuttweiity  thousand 
persons.  But  that  which  was  more  reniarkaltle  was 
the  appearance  of  a  brave  company  of  slout  young  men, 
all  clothed  in  linen  waistcoats  and  drawers,  white  and 
harmless,  having  not  so  much  asa  stick  in  their  hands. 
They  were  in  number  about  nine  hundred  or  a  thousand. 
They  went  three  miles  out  ufthe  city  to  meet  his  grace, 
where  they  were  4trawn  up  on  a  little  hill,  and  divided 
into  two  parts ;  in  which  order  they  attended  the  duke's 
coming,  who,  when  lie  came,  rid  up  first  between  them, 
and  then  round  each  company;  after  which,  they  united, 
and  went  hand  in  hand,  in  order,  before  the  duke,  into 
the  city,  where  he  was  no  sooner  arrived,  but  an  mii- 
vcrsal  shout  from  all  parts  echoed  forth  his  u'elcome; 
the  numerous  concourse  of  people,  the  incredible  and 
amazing  acclamations,  and  the  universal  joy  which 
then  filled  the  whole  city,  far  exceeding  the  art  of 
my  pen  to  describe.  From  thence  he  returned  to  Mr. 
Speke's,  whither  the  whole  neighbouring  country 
flocked  again  to  see  and  admire  him.  not  being  enough 
satisfied  with  their  former  sight.  From  thence  he 
went,  the  next  day,  to  Mr.  Harvev's,"  near  Yeovil, 
where  he  dined ;  and  in  the  afternoon  he  rode  to  'squire 
'  Micliarl  Harvey,  esq.  of  Clifton,  in  Dorsetshire,  about  two 
miles  from  Yeovil.  Tht  house,  whicli  is  sialed,  in  Hutchins's 
History  of  Dorset,  l«  havp  been  "  a  large  and  siattly  pile  of 
ballding,"  has  been  pullt-d  down,  witb  tbe  eKceplina  of  a  small 
part,  which  is  appropriated  for  the  rusidence  of  the  farmer,  wbu 
r<DtB  the  estate  of  the  marquess  of  Aogleiea,  its  preteat  owner. 
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^hyvne's^  people  flocking  froai  a)l  tlie  t^wof  fjod 
villages  thereabout,  to  Hprdden  {IiU«  wh^re  t^j  air 
(ended  the  duke's  coining ;  and  after  they  ha^y  by  Iqud 
acclamations,  proclaimed  his  welcome  amongst  tl)f^ 
and  expressed  their  joy  for  his  safe  return,  they  tQOlk 
their  leaves  of  him,  returning  his  grace  their  (wPlblfi 
and  hearty  thanks  for  that  kind  visit,  and  for  his  liaviiig 
condescended  to  accept  of  their  plain,  but  tra^-JipHr^ 
entertainment.  From  thence  he  returned  to  Lon^fiHt 
wonderfully  pleased  with  the  noble  and  geqerppi 
entertainment  he  had  met  with  at  the  saver^)  plfffipt 
where  he  came,  every  place  striving  to  frntfie  fgefc 
pther.  That  which  made  them  the  more  J9yiv\  t^  Mp 
his  gprace,  was,  their  having  never  hfid  (be  hwpfpep 
to  see  bis  majesty  or  any  of  the  royal  fSunily  in  t^MM^ 
parts  before/' 

f 

The  popish  party  about  the  duke  of  York  0^11(1119^ 
to  incense  him  gainst  the  duke  of  Df onn|0{i4i ;  f^ 
though  his  majesty  was  very  desiroqs  of  cofupromising 
the  breach  between  them,  and  was  even  in  hopes  of 
effecting  it,  yet  Monmouth  well  kpew  be  could  nevef 
hppe  for  the  duke  of  York's  favour.  When,  there- 
fore, by  the  influence  of  his  royal  higb(^es9|  bl^ 
grace  was  obliged  to  retire  into  Holland,  his  rpyf^ 
father  followed  him  with  proofs  of  the  affecUnn^  w)}^br 
though  often  dissembled,  he  alwayjf  bore  hiip.  ffp 
furnished  hiqi  with  money ,  sent  him  kind  n^es^ng^ar 
wrote  to  him  with  bis  own  hand,  formed  the  sphenie  of 
recalling  him  to  court ;  and  nothing  pleased  the  kiii|^ 
more,  than  the  noble  reception  afibrded  him  by  a  primter 
of  his  blood,  in  a  foreifrn  country.   Duriofi:  his  absence. 
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the  kin^  could  not  bear  any  reflections  to  b«  cast  oa 
him ;  and  Kome  officious  courtiers  found  to  their  cost* 
that  to  ag-^ravate  Moumouth's  faults  was  not  the  way 
to  advance  their  own  influence  and  fortune.  These 
things  operated  upon  the  mind»  of  many  persons, 
makiui;  a  strong  impression  in  favour  of  the  legitimacy 
of  the  (hike's  birth,  insomuch  that,  in  the  year  ItiTii,  it 
was  judged  necessary  to  guard  against  the  conse- 
qaeoces  of  this  belief  by  parliamentary  provisions. 
I<\)r,>n  a  bill  for  the  preservation  of  his  majesty's  persoD 
and  government,  instructions  were  given  to  insert  a 
clahse,  declaring  it  high  treason  for  any  person  to 
assert  the  legitimacy  of  James,  duke  of  Monmouth, 
or  his  title  or  pretensions  to  the  crown.  This  bill  wap 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  whole 
house.  The  committee  were  to  prepare  a  clause,  that 
Done  should  move,  in  either  house  of  finrliament,  for 
the  alteration  of  the  succession  of  the  crown  in  the 
right  line.  It  passed  the  Commons,  but  the  House  of 
Lords  refused  it  their  assent. 

The  personal  endowments  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth* 
independently  of  the  presumptive  evidence  of  the  legi- 
timacy of  his  birth,  rendered  him  the  favourite  of  hi* 
royal  father,  and  the  minion  of  the  people.  He  had 
learned  the  art  of  war,  as  we  have  before  observed^ 
adder  the  great  Turenne,  and  had  signalized  his  valour 
at  Mons  and  Maastricht.  The  jealousy  with  which  he 
was  viewed  by  the  duke  of  York,  as  a  competitor  forth* 
crown,  and  the  unbounded  zeal  of  the  latter  for  popery, 
prompted  the  duke  to  attempt  the  conversion  of  Mon- 
mouth to  the  catholic  faith.  With  this  view  be  exertad 
hifl  unceanog  eadeaTotun  with  As  kin^.to  prerail  with 
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him,  to  require  of  the  prince  to  turn  papist  Theflifailg|( 
from  his  own  partiality  to  the  Romish  relig^oiiy  ^uMp 
oblige  his  brother,  sent  the  duke  of  Monmoalli>ill 
France,  with  an  express  command  to  reconcile 
self  to  the  church  of  Rome.  The  duke,  however, 
not  to  be  moved  from  the  protestant  faith,  either  by  tlM 
seducing  influence  of  France,  or  the  coiismMMls  of  lis 
royal  father.  ■'^  •  •« 

These  causes  united  to  form  a  strong*,  party  in  funmt 
of  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and  had  his  recall  takdA 
place,  it  may  be  apprehended,  that  his  infloeBoe 
would  have  become  considerable.  But  the  death>»f 
Charles  the  second  defeated  the  desig^n,  and  blestod 
the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  the  hopes  of  MouMcA. 
The  prince  of  Orangfe,  at  whose  ooart  he  waa^  to 
avoid  displeasing  the  duke  of  York,  who  had^-Cbea 
ascended  the  throne,  dismissed  Monmoiith,  who  rilisiad 
to  Brussells,  with  an  intention  to  take  ap  bis  reiideDoe 
at  Vienna,  or  some  court  in  Germaey.  He  wiss  eeit 
nestly  dissuaded  from  this  design,  and  ni^ed,  instead  of 
wandering  about,  to  set  himself  to  deliver  his  country, 
and  to  raise  his  party  and  his  friends,  who  were  likely 
to  suffer  severely  for  their  adherence  to  him.  A  person 
was  sent  into  England,  to  ascertain  the  state  of  the 
public  mind,  and  whether  the  people  were  disposed  to 
encourage  an  invasion. 

The  persons,  who  formed  the  duke  of  Moninoath's 
council,  were,  Wade,  Ferguson,  and  some  others^ 
particularly  Ford,  lord  Grey,  and  the  lady  Went  worth, 
who  followed  him  from  Brussells  desperately  in  loTe 
with  him.  Both  he  and  she,  says  bishop  Burnet, 
<«  came  to  fancy,  that  he  being  married  to  his  dacbepi|» 
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while  be  was  indeed  of  the  age  of  consent,  but  not 
capable  of  a  free  one,  the  marriage  was  null.  So 
thej  lived  totiether,  and  she  had  heated  both  herself 
and  him  with  such  enthiisiaRtical  conceits,  that  they 
fancied  what  they  did  was  approved  of  GoD." 
Another  person,  who  influenced  Monmonth's  deter- 
mination,was  a  Scottii^h  gentleman,  Andrew  Fletcher, 
of  Saltoun.  These  persons  were  very  urgent  with  the 
duke  of  MonDiouth  lo  make  an  attempt.  They  fancied, 
that  the  city  of  London  was  disposed  to  revolt;  and 
were  very  sanguine  in  their  expectation,  that  all  the 
west  of  England,  as  noon  as  he  appeared,  would  flock 
to  his  standard.  The  king,  they  conceived,  would  be 
thrown  into  so  great  perplexity  by  his  landing,  and  be 
BO  engaged  in  measures  for  the  security  of  his  own 
person  against  tumults  near  him,  that  he  would  not  be 
able  to  send  any  forces  against  him,  and  the  duke 
would  have  lime  to  form  his  army.  To  the  duke 
himself  the  scheme  appeared  a  very  hazardous  one; 
nor  cDuhl  Fletcher,  though  he  was  set  on  the  design 
in  general,  entertain  any  hopes  from  it.  The  duke  was 
more  backward  to  this  enterprize,  because,  while  he 
was  in  Holland,  he  had  devoted  himself  to  study  ;  and, 
from  the  review  of  past  follies,  and  the  consideration 
of  tile  difficulties  that  lay  in  the  way,  had  begun  to 
contract  a  disinclination  to  the  pursuits  of  ambition. 
This  appears  from  a  letter  he  wrote  to  a  friend  a  little 
iefore  his  attempt  in  the  west,  wherein  he  thus  ex- 
pressed himself: — "  For  God's  sake,  think  of  the 
improbabilities  that  lie  naturally  in  our  way  ;  and  let 
U8  not,  by  struggling  with  our  chains,  make  them 
Atraiter  and  heavier.    I'^or  my  part,  I  will  run  the 
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hutrd  ofbtiag  thought  any  tiling,  rather 
inconsiderafte  nan.    And,  to  tell  yon  my 
without  dii^ise,  1  am  now  so  much  m  Idve 
retired  life,  that  I  am  never  like  to  be  fond  of 
^  bu$ile  in  ihe  warU  ogam.''  i 

But  notwithstanding  he  had  formed  this  tam  af 
mind,  and  had  soch  sentiments  concemiay  the  aodMU 
taking,  the  importunities  and  ardour  oiNdmaa,  whs 
were  about  him,  preTailed  with  him  to  met  contrary 
to  his  own  sense  and  reason.  He  had  been  afaUged^ 
soon  after  he  had  withdrawn  to  Bmsidlsy  to  hmm 
that  place,  at  the  requisition  of  the  govemor  of  dra 
Neliierlaods,  who  had  been  requested  by  king  Jhmaa 
to  command  the  duke  to  depart  from  the  SpanMl 
dominions.'  Upon  receiving  this  notice,  he  privatd|p 
returned  to  Holland.*    Here  he  made  such  prepanN 

'  The  dakc  had  not  been  long  at  Brussells,  before  Ae  marqneas 
de  Grana,  governor  of  the  Netherlands,  received  a  letter  fromUag 
Jamei,  charging  his  grace  with  high  treason,  and  requesdag  ttit 
he  might  be  secured.  Upon  which  the  marquess  gave  Monnontk 
notice  to  depart  the  Spanish  dominions  forthwith.— —^aWn/t 
Peerage^  1812,  fol  iii.  p.  528. 

*  The  duke  retired  from  Brufsells  to  Amsterdam ;  and  there^  by 
the  assistance  of  his  friends,  who  jndged  the  opportunity  faTonrable 
for  his  enterprise,  hired  pri? ately  a  ship  of  war  of  thirty.two  gnna, 
and  three  smaller  vessels  as  tenders.    He  woi  also  secret (y  proniplerf 
bjf  iomcy  uho  looked  upon  him  as  ak  obstacle  to  their  ova 
AMBiTiovs  PROJECTS,  andy  for  that  reason^  were  careful  thai  k$ 
should  only  be  equipped  in  such  a  manner^  as  might  rather  enmfg 
hii  destruction  than  success.    However,  the  preparations  did  •nil. 
escape  the  vigilance  of  colonel  Bevil  Skelton,  king  James'e  mmtf 
at  the  Hague,  who  extorted  an  order  from  the  States  to  amet. 
Monmouth ;  but  hb  grace  had  previous  notice,  and  all  that  colonel 
Skdton  could  effect  was  to  detain  one  of  the  tenders^  which  irai 
not  ready  to  pnt  to  sea,  wben  the  duke,  npon  the  albiwdd  noll0a( 
failed  from  the  Tesel  with  the  otbor  •Ups.-^/Md;  ? oL  OL  y.  638. 
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t1on9,as  bis  situation,  aad  the  precipitancy  with  whicb 
the  desig-n  was  conducteil,  allowed.  As  no  money  was 
leQt  him  from  England,  the  duke  pawned  his  jewels 
to  purchase  arms,  and  freight  his  vessels,  whicb 
amounted  only  to  three  ships  j  one  of  thirty-two  gunis 
whid^  carried  most  of  the  men,  and  two  others,  destined 
to  convey  their  ammunition.  Tlie  whole  company 
consisted  bat  of  eighty-two  persons. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  WH.%  (O.  S.)  they  left  Am- 
sterdam  about  two  o'clock,  being  Sunday  morning,  in 
a  lighter,  and  sailed  for  the  Texel,  whither  their  vessels 
bad  been  sent  before  ;  but  the  winds  proving  adverse, 
they  did  not  arrive  there  till  Saturday  night,  when  they 
all  went  aboard.  Here  the  ship  of  war,  of  thirty-two 
guns,  ou  board  which  was  the  duke,  was  arrested  by 
order  of  the  States  of  Amsterdam,  at  the  requisition  of 
the  English  envoy  ;  but  they  broke  through  the  arrest, 
and,  on  Sunday  morning,  at  break  of  day,  set  sail  for 
England.  For  most  part  of  the  time  they  were  at  sea, 
the  winds  proved  cross,  so  that  their  passage  from 
Amsterdam  to  Lyme  wanted  but  two  days  of  three 
weeks.  The  dnke  and  his  company  landed  at  Lyme, 
on  Thursday,  the  1 1th  of  June,  not  only  without  any 
opposition,  but  with  every  expression  of  joy.  As  soon 
fas  Monmouth  came  ashore,  he  culled  for  silence,  and 
ifevtted  ihem  to  join  in  returning  thanks  to  God,  for 
ITieir  preservation  at  sea.  They  fell  on  their  kueeson 
the  sand,  and  he  offered  theirdevout  acknowledgments 
in  a  short  ejaculation.  They  then,  well  armed,  entered 
the  town.'     Friday,  Saturday,  Sunday,  and  Monday  * 

*  lie  met  with  such  liad  weather,  that  he  was  nineteen  daji  at 
tea,  and  yet  wu  dotcc  discorered  by  Ihb  Eoglisli  ships  tbst  lay  iA 
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ig^^HB  ^ent  in  eoliitiDg  men,  who  in  nambefllt 
i  wiPl  itandard.*  On  Saturdtiy  night,  aborifl 
ilodCi  thrae  hnndred  meu  were  sent  to  BridpojiP 


ikoekedt 

ten  o'clodci  thrae  hnndred  meu  were  sent  to  Bridp 
to  ttprm  that  town  enriy  the  next  morning.  Tliey  wi 
tbii(  and  took  many  pritonen  ;  but  being  attacked  by 
■sme  of  the  king^'u  forces,  who  were  lying  atiout  a  wood, 
the;  were  forced  to  retreat,  three  or  four  iieitig  killed 
on  each  side,  and  eight  of  the  royal  party  being  takes. 
Mr.  Fox,  in  bis  biitorj  of  the  reign  of  Jaines  th» 
KCOnd,  thus  mentions  the  transactions  at  Bridpo^ 
**  It  being  abiolttteljneceanry  to  dislodge  aometrao^ 

tedwBiwI  totatorecptUm.  OnThnndaj,  JanellAikapptfiinl 
•ff  Lfse,  w>d  WMt  Bihon  about  elglit  In  the  enohif .  Ai  nan  H 
Ua  »en  were  landed,  he  cannwnded  lilanw,  and  hlliHg  OB  Ui  kwM^ 
bo  implored  the  protectioBSF  the  ALKieatT  la  a  (hort  pnjar;  Hm 
dmring  fail  iword,  he  led  hh  nwn  a  back  vaj  lata  tha  town,  ud 
•et  up  his  ilaadard  in  the  Dtarket.place,  without  a«7  opporftloa. 
After  which  he  muttered  hU  little  cempanjr,  wlio  wan  aft  VcU 
amed,  and  in  good  equfpagc.  Being  oiked ''whom  tbejwera'for?** 
thejr  declared  "  for  tlie  prolestant  religloa."  The  Ala#  wha 
accompanied  him  ir4n,  Ford,  lord  Grej,  a  German  count,  colaael 
Holmes,  colonel  Maltliewi,  major  Perrott,  captun  Annealej,  c^> 
bin  Hewling,  Mr.  Joseph  Ty\ej,  Mr.  Wade,  Dr.  Templ<^  ud 
Mr.  Robert  Ferguson,  in  all  abont  rigbtj-two  officers,  and  othera 
to  the  number  of  one  hundred  and  fifty. — CoUiiuU  Peeragey  toI,  lil. 
p.  &i9.—Cldmixon't  HUtory  of  the  S^mfUy  p.  701. 

Monmouth'!  reception  wai,  among  the  lower  laalu,  cordial ;  aad 
for  tome  day i,  at  leait,  if  not  weelu,  there  leemcd  to  have  been  nan 
fonndalioD  for  the  unguine  hopes  of  lord  Grey,  and  othwa,  kla 
followers,  than  the  duke  had  luppoied, — Fox*i  Hut.  of  Jwmtt  B. 
p.  425.  ,. 

'  Oldmiion  laji,  that  abore  fourteen  tbonsand  men  tendered  Ifaatc 
•erricet  to  Monmouth  before  he  marched  from  Lyme;  aad  Aat 
abote  six  thousand  of  them  were  re^mented,  thon^  aot  C^^s 
ylctaljr  armed.— jff^fofy  tiftie  StMrti,  p.  701. 
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wliich  had  been  ibrowii  into  Bridport,  a  detachment 
of  three  hundred  men  was  made  for  that  purpose,  which 
had  the  most  complete  success,  notwithstanding  the 
cowardice  of  lord  Grey,  who  commanded  them.  This 
nobleman,  who  had  been  so  instrumental  in  persuading 
bis  friend  to  the  invasion,  upon  the  (ifst  appearance  of 
danger,  is  said  to  have  left  the  troops  whom  he  com- 
manded, and  to  have  sought  his  own  personal  safety  in 
flight.  The  troops  carried  Bridport,  to  the  shame  of 
the  commander  who  had  deserted  them,  and  returned 
to  Lyme.' 

'  Lortl  Buchan,  in  his  life  of  Fletcher  of  Siltoun,  gives  the  follow- 
ing particjUrs  relating  to  lord  Grey's  cowardice  at  Bridport,  and 
the  circumstance  of  Fletcher's  killing  (he  owner  of  the  hone  : — 

"  Soon  after  their  landing  at  Lyme,  lord  Grey  was  sent  with  a 
■mill  party  to  disperse  a  few  of  the  militiH,  and  ran  for  it ;  but  his 
Rifln  stood,  aod  the  militia  retrrated.  Lord  Grey  brought  back  B 
fiTie  report,  which  was  soon  coniradictod  by  tho  men,  whom  their 
leader  had  abandoned,  coming  back  to  quarters  in  good  order.  The 
unfortunate  duke  of  Monmouth  was  struck  with  this,  (says  Durnet,) 
when  hf  found  that  the  person  on  whom  he  de|jeiided  most,  and  for 
whom  hu  designed  the  cooitniind  of  the  caralry,  had  already  made 
himself  infitmoiis  by  his  cowardice,  lie  intended  to  join  Fletcher 
with  him  in  that  commaud ;  but  Fletcher,  having  been  sent  oat  on 
another  parly,  engaged  in  a  scuffle,  in  which  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  kill  the  mayor  of  Lyme  agaiust  the  laws  of  war,  in  (he  sadden 
heat  of  passion,  un  account  of  cuiilumclious  language  used  to  him 
by  the  mayor,  on  reclaiming  a  horoe  of  his  thai  had  been  impressed 
by  Fletcher's  party.  This  unguarded,  unsoldierly,  and  uujiistlfiBble 
act  of  Tiulence  muht  have  rendered  his  future  services  on  the  expe- 
dition, of  little  consideration  (o  Monmouth,  but  it  was  not  the  cause 
of  his  leaving  the  little  army-  The  arcount  given  by  Fletcher 
himself  of  his  general  conduct  at  (his  lime,  (o  ttie  late  earl  marshal 
of  Scotlaud,  was,  Ih»(  he  had  been  induced  to  join  (he  duke  of 
Monmouth  on  the  principles  of  the  manifestoes  in  England  and 
Scotlaud,  paiticularly  hy  the  laws  promised  for  th«  penaantot 

G  e 
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<  It  is  related  by  Fergusoo,  that  Monmouth  nU  to 
llfatthews,  '  What  shall  I  do  with  lord  Grey  ?'  to 
which  the  other  answered,  '  that  he  was  the  only 
general  in  Europe  who  would  ask  such  a  question  ;* 
.intending^,  no  doubt,  to  reproach  the  duke  with  ib% 
•excess  to  which  he  pushed  his  characteristic  virtoei 
of  mildness  and  forbearance.  That  these  virtues  formed 
a  part  of  his  character  is  most  true,  and  the  personal 
friendship,  in  which  he  lived  with  Grey,  woold  incline 
him  still  more  to  the  exercise  of  them  apon  this  occa* 
sion  }  but  it  is  to  be  remembered  also,  that  the  delin- 
quent was,  in  respect  of  rank,  property,  and  perhaps 
too  of  talent,  by  far  the  most  considerable  man  he  had 
"with  him,  and  therefore  that  prudential  motives  might 
concur  to  deter  a  general  from  proceeding  to  violent 
measures  with  such  a  person,  especially  in  a  civil  war, 
where  the  discipline  of  an  armed  party  cannot  be 
conducted  upon  the  same  system  as  that  of  a  regular 
army,  serving  in  a  foreign  war.  Monmouth's  disap* 
pointment  in  lord  Grey  was  aggravated  by  the  loss  of 
Fletcher  of  Saltoun,  who,  in  a  sort  of  scuffle  that 
ensued,  upon  his  being  reproached  for  having  seized 

security  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  and  of  (he  protestant  religion, 
aod  the  calling  of  a  general  congress  of  delegates  from  the  people  at 
large,  to  form  a  free  constitution  of  goverument,  and  not  to  pretend 
to  the  throne  upon  any  claim,  except  the  free  choice  of  the  repre* 
flentatives  of  the  people.  When  Monmouth  was  proclaimed  king  at 
Taunton,  Fletcher  saw  the  deception,  and  resolved  to  proceed  no 
further  in  his  engaii[ements,  which  he  concluded  from  that  moment 
as  treason  againsl  the  just  rights  of  the  nation,  and  treachery  on  tiie 
part  of  Monmouth.  Finding  himself  no  longer  capable  of  being 
useful,  he  left  Taunton,  and  embarked  on  board  a  Tcssel  for  Spain. 
'^EarlofBuckan's  Life  of  Fletcher^  p.  12,  IS.  and  note  ^.  IS,  19. 


V. 
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a  horse  belonging  to  a  man  of  the  country,  had  the 
misfortune  to  kill  the  owner.  Monmouth,  however 
unwilling,  thought  liimself  obliged  to  dismiss  him ; 
and  thus,  while  a  fatal  concurrence  of  circumstances 
forced  him  to  part  with  the  man  he  esteemed,  and  to 
retain  him  whom  he  despised,  he  found  himself  at  OQce 
disappointed  of  the  support  of  the  two  persons  upoa 
whom  he  had  most  relied.' 

More  effectually  to  draw  the  people  to  his  interest, 
the  duke  of  Monmouth  issued  a  manifesto,  entitled, 
**  The  declaration^  of  James,  duke  of  Monmouth,  ahd 
the  noblemen,  gentlemen,  and  others,  now  in  arms,  for 
the  defence  and  vindication  of  the  protestant  religion, 
and  the  laws,  rights,  and  privileges  of  England.*' 

'  History  of  James  II.  p.  227,  228. 

*  The  first  step  taken  by  the  in?ader  was  to  issue  a  proclamation, 
which  he  caused  to  be  read  in  the  market-place  at  Taunton.  This 
proclamation  appears  to  have  been  well  received,  and  the  numbers 
that  came  in  to  him  were  very  considerable  ;  but  his  means  of 
arming  them  were  limited,  nor  had  he  much  confidence,  for  the 
purpose  of  any  important  military  operation,  in  men  unuiOd  to 
discipline,  and  wholly  unacquainted  with  the  art  of  war.  With 
money  he  was  wholly  unprovided,  nor  does  it  appear,  whatever 
may  have  been  the  inclination  of  some  considerable  men,  such  as 
lords  Macclesfield,  Brandon,  Delamere,  and  others,  that  any  persons 
of  that  description  were  engaged  to  join  in  his  enterprise.  On  the 
one  hand,  his  reception  had  been  above  his  hopes,  and  his  recrnits 
more  numerous  than  could  be  expected,  or  thau  he  was  able  to  fur. 
nish  with  arms ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  forces  in  arms  against 
him  consisted  chiefly  in  a  militia,  formidable  neither  from  namberf 
nor  discipline,  and  moreove/fcu  spec  ted  of  disaffection.  The  present 
moment,  therefore,  seemed  to  open  the  most  favourable  oppcrrtanity 
for  enterprize  of  any  that  was  like  to  occar ;  but  the  nnfortonate 
Monmouth  judged  otherwise,  and,  as  if  he  were  to  defend  rather 
than  attack,  directed  his  chief  policy  to  the  ayoidiDg  of  a  general 
action**— JPogp*!  Wit.  of  Jam€S  IL  p.  ViS^  22G. 
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The  preamble  of  this  proclamation  set  forth,  <<  that 
the  end  of  goverameot  was  the  happiness  and  secority 
of  the  governed ;  that  the  English  constitatioD  was  to 
ivisely  and  happily  formed,  as  to  entrust  the  prince 
with  all  the  power  necessary  for  the  welfare  of  the 
]>eopIe  or  his  own  protection,  and  yet  so  to  limit  and 
I'estrain  him,  that  he  could  not,  without  the  violation 
of  his  oath  and  the  rules  of  government,  do  any  hurt; 
that,  according  to  the  primitive  frame  of  the  constita- 
tion,  the  rights  reserved  to  the  people  contributed  to 
the  honour  and  greatness  of  the  king,  and  his  pre- 
rogatives to  their  protection  and  safety ;  that,  as  all 
Imman  things  were  subject  to  perversion  as  well  as 
decay,  so  the  English  government  had  often  been 
wrested  from  its  first  institution ;  and  that  it  had  been 
very  recently  broken,  and  nothing  left  unattempted  for 
converting  a  limited  monarchy  into  an  absolute  tyranny. 
^^  It  then  taxed  the  whole  course  of  the  life  of  thedoke 
-of  York  with  being  a  continued  conspiracy  against  the 
reformed  religion,  and  the  rights  of  the  nation.  It  par- 
ticularly charged  him  with  the  burning  of  London, 
instigating  a  confederacy  with  France^nd  a  war  with 
Holland,  and  fomenting  the  popish  plot  It  imputed 
-to  him  the  murder  of  sir  Edmunsdbury  Godfrey,  and 
the  assassination  of  the  earl  of  Essex.  It  accnsed  him 
t5f  having,  after  he  had  ascended  the  throne,  made  an 
open  profession  of  popery,  and  invited  into  the  kingdom 
multitudes  of  priests  and  Jesuits;  of  trampling  upon 
the  laws  concerning  property^  in  two  proclamations, 
requiring  the  collection  of  the  customs,  and  continuing 
an  excise  which  was  to  have  expired  at  the  late 
king's  death;  of  suborning  the  judges;  of  advancing 
to  the  bench  those  whom  parliament  had  branded  for 
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pevvertiog;  the  laws;  of  packing  juries;  of  framing; 
illegal  charters ;  and  of  advising  and  procuring  the 
prorogation  and  dissolution  of  parliament,  in  order  to 
prevent,  while  he  was  duke  of  York,,  an  enquiry  into 
his  crimes. 

**  It  therefore  proclaimed  war  against  Kim  as  a  mur  ' 
derer^  and  an  assassinater  of  innocent  men,  a  traitor 
to  the  nation,  and  a  tyrant  over  the  peopte. 

**  While  it  arraigned  the  conduct  and  government  of 
the  king,  in  strong  and  severe  terms,  it  held  forth  the 
views  and  desigps  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth ;  who,  in 
the  most  soFemn  manner,  pledged  himself  to  restore  and 
preserve  the  balance  andtemperament  of  the  constitu- 
tion ;.  to  establish  and  secure  the  protestant  religion  ; 
not  to  destroy  or  make  war  on  any,  even  the  papists,, 
for  their  religion;  to  maintain  the  rights  of  parliament; 
to  hold  annual  parliaments  without  any  dissolution,  or 
prorogation,^  within  the  year ;  to  debar  ignorant;  scan- 
dalous, and  mercenary  men  from  the  administration  of 
justice,  and  to  renew  to  the  judges,  the  ancient  tenure 
of  their  places,  that  they  should  hold  them  qtiamdiu  se 
bene  gesserint J  to  resft>re  to  boroughs  and  cities  their 
old  charters;  to  repeal  the  corporation  and  militia 
acts;  to  reverse  air  sentences  founded  on  any  of  the 
penal  statutes  against  protestant  dissenters;  to  prose- 
cute the  duke  of  York,  till  he  was  brought  to  suffer  the 
punishment  due  to  the  murder  of  the  Ikte  king  by 
poison,  with  which  the  declaration  charged  him ;  and 
to  consent  to,  and  promote,  the  passing  such  laws,  as 
might,  for  the  future,  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  any 
person  on  the  throne  to  deprive  the  subjects  of  their 
rights;  while  he  would  leave  his  own  title  to  tbct 
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crown  to  be  decided  by  the  wisdom,  justice,  and 
authority  of  a  parliament,  legally  chosen,  and  acting 
with  freedom. 

"  It  further  declared  an  approbation  of  the  conduct 
of  the  nobility,  gentry,  and  commons  in  Scotland,  whOf 
on  the  like  motives,  had  then  taken  up  arms;  and  it 
required  and  enjoined  all  sincere  protestants  and  title 
Englishmen  to  afford  their  utmost  aid  and  succour  for 
dethroning  the  tyrant,  James,  duke  of  York ;  con- 
cluding, "  Now  let  us  play  the  men  for  our  people^ 
and  for  the  cities  of  our  God  ;  and  the  Lord  do  tluit 
which  seemeth  good  unto  him/' 


*  Having  given  an  account  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth's 
exertions  during  his  stay  at  Lyme,  in  support  of  the 
cause  in  which  he  had  embarked,  we  will  here  stop, 
and  take  a  brief  view  of  the  measures  adopted  by  king* 
-James,  to  counteract  and  defeat  the  object  of  his 
invasion. 

'Upon  Saturday,  the  13th  of  June,  1685,  two  days 
after  Monmouth  had  landed,  the  king  laid  before  the 
two  houses  of  parliament  a  letter  from  Alford,  the 
mayor  of  Lyme,*  giving  a  particular  account  of  the 
duke's  landing  there,  and  taking  possession  of  the 
town ;  and  acquainted  the  commons,  that  two  mes- 
sengers, who  brought  the  letter,  had  been  examined 
upon  oath,  before  the  privy  council.  The  commons 
examined  the  messengers,  who  •'  testified  the  truth  of 
the  matter;"  but  the  lords  did  not.  Both  houses  agreed 

*  Oldmixon  sajs,  "  the  news  was  brought  to  London  by  Thorold, 
major  of  Lyme,  and  Dossel,  a  custom-house  officer,  who  were  both 
examined  by  the  house  of  commons." — Hist*  of  the  StuariSy  p.701« 
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to  address  the  king,  and  the  address  of  the  lords  thanked 
bini  for  invpariiny  the  inlelligetice.  The  commons, 
having  voted  the  address,  ordered  a  bill  to  be  brought 
iDt  for  the  attainder  of  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  without 
any  further  examination  of  witnesses.  On  Monday, 
the  loth,  the  bill  was  read  three  times,  and  passed, 
and  sent  up  to  the  lords;'  where  it  was  also  read  three 
times  on  the  same  day,  without  the  production  of  any 
evidence^  and  passed ;  and  on  the  next  day,  Tuesday, 
the  16th  of  June,  it  received  the  royal  assent.  Bishop 
Burnet  says,  that  the  earl  of  Anglesea  opposed  this  bill 
in  the  lords,  because  he  thought  the  evidence  not  suffi- 
cient to  authorise  so  severe  a  sentence. 

<  It  may  readily  be  conceived,  that  the  mode  in  which 
this  act  was  passed  occasioned  much  conversation  ^t 
the  time;  more  especially,  if  what  sir  Edward  Seymour 
said  in  a  debate,  on  sir  John  ^enwick*s  bill,  is  true, 
that  this  bill  against  the  duke  of  Monmouth  was  the 
first  bill  of  attainder,  which  had  ever  originated  in  the 
house  of  commons,  where  witnesses  could  not  be  exa- 
mined upon  oath/ 

By  order  of  the  parliament,  then  devoted  to  the 
king,  the  duke  of  Monmouth ^s  declaration  was  burnt 
by  the  common  hangman;  which  served  only  to  make 
people  more  eager  to  read  it.  The  court,  fearful  what 
impressions  it  would  make  in  favour  of  the  duke's 

'  The  bill,  being  despatched  by  the  commons,  was  sent  up  to  tbr 
lords  bj  sir  John  Fen  wick,  who  was  afterwards  executed  for  high 
treason  himself.  This  is  a  remarkable  parliamentary  incident,  for 
sir  John,  \i  ho  was  attainted  in  the  succeeding  reign,  was  hardlj  and 
vnjnstly  dealt  with,  in  the  bill  then  brought  in  against  him. 

'  Heywood*s  Vindication  of  Mr,  Fox's  History  of  James  II» 
appz«  p.  56* 


^^ 
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design,  published  a  proclamation,  whereby  it  was  made 
treason  to  spread  the  said  declaration.  Another  pro- 
clamation was  issued,  promising  a  reward  of  five 
thousand  pounds  to  any  one  who  should  secore  Iritti 
dead  or  alive/  The  duke  of  Albemarle,  as  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  the  county  of  Devon,  was  sent  down  to  raise 
the  militia,  and  to  lead  them  against  him.  This  was 
a  service,  to  which  they  were  greatly  averse :  many 
deserted  from  it,  and  all  were  cold  in  it.  The  geatle 
and  conciliating  manners  of  Monmouth  won  the  hearts 
of  the  people ;  and  the  whole  country  was  open  to  Inm 
for  nearly  a  fortnight. 


On  the  Monday  after  Monmouth  had  landed  at 
Ijyme,  he  marched  to  Axminster;  and,  by  this  time, 
his  forces  amounted  to  two  thousand  foot  and  three 
hundred  horse.  After  a  march  of  about  two  miles, 
they  discovered  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  with  hb  militia, 
consisting  of  four  thousand  men^,  who  designed  to  take 
up  his  quarters  that  night  in  the  same  town.  He  had 
conducted  his  forces  from  Exeter,  with  an  intention  to 
lay  siege  to  Lyme.  The  duke  of  Monmouth,  on  finding* 
that  he  was  so  near,  endeavoured  to  attach  him  to  his 
interest,  and  wrote  him  a  letter  signed  '<  JAMES 
HEX  J  '*  to  which  the  duke  of  Albemarle  replied, 
"  that  he  never  had  been  a  rebel,  nor  ever  would  be 
one.*'  This  answer  cut  off  all  hopes  of  an  union ;  and 
the  duke  of  Monmouth  advanced  to  the  town  in  good 
order,  lined  the  hedges,  and  planted  his  field-pieces, 
expecting  nothing  less  than  a  battle.     But  the  duke 

'  Oldmixon  calls  this  a  reward  to  any  one  who  would  assasrinaU 
the  duke  of  Monmonth. 
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of  Albemarle,  when  he  was  even  within  a  qnarter  of 
a  mile  of  Axminster,  reflecting  that  he  was  at  the  head 
of  a  militia  only,  who  were  not  disposed  to  fight  against 
Monmouth,  retreated  ;  and  his  men  supposing  that 
they  were  pursued,  the  retreat  was  not  effected  without 
much  confusion  and  disorder.  Had  Monmouth  fol- 
lowed them,  he  might  have  taken  all  their  arms^ 
increased  his  own  forces,  and  have  marched,  without 
opposition,  to  the  gates  of  Exeter.  But,  when  it  was 
debated  whether  to  pursue  them  or  not,  the  duke,' 
cautious  of  risking  the  event  of  a  battle  in  so  early  a 
stage,  distrusting  the  skill  of  forces  scarcely  disciplined, 
and  solicitous  to  make  up  into  the  country  as  fast  as 
possible,  with  the  sanguine  hope  of  a  growing  support, 
determined  against  the  measure,  and  proceeded  to 
Taunton ;  the  country,  all  the  way,  filling  the  air  with 
their  acclamations,  and  praying  God  to  give  success 
to  his  arms.' 

*  Monmouth  does  not  appear  to  have  marched  from 
Lyme  with  a  view  to  any  step  of  importance,  but 
rather  to  avoid  the  danger  which  he  apprehended 
from  the  movements  of  the  Devonshire  and  Somerset 
militia,  whose  object  it  seemed  to  be  to  shut  him  op 
in  Lyme.  In  his  first  day*s  march,  he  had  opportu* 
nities  of  engaging,  or  rather  of  pursuing,  each  of  those 
bodies,  who  severally  retreated  from  his  forces;  but 
conceiving  it  to  be  his  business,  as  he  said,  not  to  fight, 
but  to  march  on,  he  went  through  Axminster,  and 
encamped  in  a  strong  piece  of  ground  between  that 
town  and  Chard,  to  which  place  he  proceeded  on  the 

>  On  Ufl  march^  he  is  said  to  baft  toaclisd  serend  for  the  kioc^t 
evU. 
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foUowiDg  day.  According  to  Waders  narntiyer  wfiici^ 
appears  to  afford  by  far  the  most  aotbeotic  accoont^  of 
these  trausactioDs,  here  it  was  that  the  6r8t  propositimi 
was  made  for  proclaiming  Monmouth  king.  Fergi^- 
son  made  the  proposal,  and  was  supported  by  lor^ 
Grey  ;  but  it  was  easily  run  dawn,  as  Wade  expretffis 
i^  i^  ikase  who  were  against  ilf  and  wbom,  thereforo^ 
we  must  suppose  to  have  formed  a  very  considerable 
majority  of  the  persons  deemed  of  sufficient  impoE-^ 
t^nce  to  be  consulted  on  such  an  occasion.' 

*  On  Thurnday*  June  18th»  Monmouth  and  his  party 
entered  Taunton  ;*  **  where,**  says  Mr.  Fox,'  ^as  wdl 
for  the  tenour  of  former  occurrences,  as  from  the  ze^l 
and  number  of  the  protestant  dissenters,  who  formed  P 
great  portion  of  its  inhabitants,  be  had  every  reasoa  to 
expect  the  most  favourable  reception.**  His  expecta- 
tions were  not  disappointed.  The  inhabitants,  of  tll^ 
tipper  as  well  as  the  lower  classes,  vied  with  each  oth^ 
in  testifying  their  affection  for  his  person,  and  their 
zeal  for  his  cause.  While  the  latter  rent  the  air  with 
applauses  and  acclamations,  the  former  opened  their 
houses  to  him  and  his  followers,  and  furnished  his^ 
army  with  necessaries  and  supplies  of  every  kind* 
His  way  was  strewed  with  flowers ;  the  windows  were 
thronged  with  spectators,  all  anxious  to  participate 

'  Fox's  History  of  James  II.  p.  228,  220. 

*  He  was  received  with  such  general  exultation  at  Taunton,  that 
one  would  have  thought,  sajs  Oldmixon,  the  people's  wits  were  flown 
away  in  the  flights  of  their  joy.  The  houses  and  doors  were  adorned 
with  green  boughs,  herbs,  and  flowers,  and  there  was  hardly  a  hat  t<^ 
be  seen  without  a  green  bough,  the  mark  of  distiuction  used  by  the 
duke's  men. — History  qf  the  Stwurtty  p.  7QU 

*  History  of  James  II.  p.  %%9. 


HISTORY  OF  TATTNTON.  4S0 

in  ^hat  the  warm  feelings  of  the  moment  made 
them  deem  a  triumph.  Husbands  pointed  out  to  their 
wives,  mothers  to  their  children,  the  brave  and  lovelj 
hero,  who  was  destined  to  be  the  deliverer  of  hu 
country.  The  beautiful  lines,  which  Dryden  makes 
Achitophel,  in  his  highest  strain  of  flattery,  apply  to 
this  unfortunate  nobleman,  were  in  this  instance  lite- 
rally verified : — 

<<  Thee  saviour,  th6e  the  nation's  tows  confesB, 
And,  never  satisfied  with  seeing,  bless  ; 
Swift,  unbespoken  pomps  thj  steps  proclaim, 
And  stammering  babes  are  taught  to  lisp  thy  name." 

On  the  next  day,  Friday,  twenty-six  young  maid^i 
of  the  best  families  in  the  town,  presented  him  witb 
colours  wrought  by  them  for  the  purpose,  and  madf 
at  the  expense  of  the  townsmen.  In  the  processioi| 
made  on  this  occasion.  Miss  Sarah  Blake  was  the 
leader  of  these  youthful  persons,  carrying  in  one  hand 
a  naked  sword,  and  in  the  other  a  small  curious  biblOf 
which  she  delivered  to  the  duke,  addressing  him  at 
the  same  time  in  a  short  speech.  The  duke  received 
these  emblematical  expressions  of  the  attachment  of 
the  town,  and  of  their  expectations  from  him,  with 
great  pleasure;  and  assured  her,  that  *^  he  came  now 
into  the  field,  with  a  design  to  defend  the  truths  con- 
tained therein,  and  to  seal  it  with  his  blood,  if  there 
should  be  an  occasion  for  it."' 

'  In  such  circumstances,  it  is  no  wonder  that  his  army 
increased ;  and,  exclusively  of  individual  recruits,  he 
was  here  strengthened  by  the  arrival  of  colonel  Bassett 

'  Pitt's  New  Martjrology,  fifth  ediUoD,  p.  «6I,  M«.— Foi^t 
History  of  James  II.  p.  330. 
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with  a  considerable  corps.  Bat  in  the  midst  ofiiieie 
apparently  prosperous  circamstances,  some  of  them  oC 
sach  importance  to  the  success  of  his  enterprize,  all 
of  them  highly  flattering  to  his  feelings,  he  did  not  fiul 
to  observe  that  one  favourable  symptom,  and  that  too 
of  the  most  decisive  nature,  was  still  wanting.  None 
of  the  considerable  families,  not  a  single  nobleman^ 
scarcely  any  gentleman  of  rank  or  consequence,  in  tbe 
counties  through  which  he  passed^  had  declared  in  his 
favour.  Popular  applause  is  undoubtedly  sweet ;  and 
not  only  so^  it  often  furnishes  most  powerful  means  ta 
the  genius  that  knows  how  to  make  use  of  them.  Bat 
Monmouth  well  knew,  that  without  the  countenance 
and  assistance  of  a  proportion,  at  least,  of  the  higher 
ranks  in  the  country,  there  was,  for  an  undertaking 
like  his,  little  prospect  of  success.  He  could  not  but 
have  remarked,  that  the  habits  and  prejudices  of  the 
English  people  are,  in  a  great  degree,  aristocfatic^ ; 
nor  had  he  before  him,  nor  indeed  have  we  had  since 
his  time,  one  single  example  of  an  insurrection  that 
was  successful,  unaided  by  the  ancient  families  and 
great  landed  proprietors.  He  roust  have  felt  this  the 
more,  because,  in  former  parts  of  his  political  life,  he 
had  been  accustomed  to  act  with  such  coadjutors;  and 
it  is  highly  probable,  that  if  lord  Russel  had  been 
alive,  and  could  have  appeared  at  the  head  of  one 
hundred  only  of  his  western  tenantry,  such  a  reinforce- 
ment would  have  inspired  him  with  more  real  confi- 
dence, than  the  thousands  who  individually  flocked  te. 
his  standard.' 

'  But  though  Russell  was  no  more,  there  were  uot 

'  Fox'5  Hist,  of  James  XL  p.  231. 
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wanting,  either  in  the  counties  through  which  the 
duke  passed,  or  in  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  many 
noble  and  wealthy  families,  who  were  attached  to  the 
principles  of  the  whigs.  To  account  for  their  neu- 
trality, and,  if  possible,  to  persuade  them  to  a  different 
conduct,  was  naturally  among  his  principal  concerns. 
Their  present  coldness  might  be  imputed  to  the 
Indistinctness  of  his  declaration,  with  respect  to  what 
was  intended  to  be  the  future  government.  Men 
zealous  for  monarchy  might  not  choose  to  embark 
without  some  certain  pledge,  that  their  favourite  form 
should  be  preserved.  They  would  also  expect  to  be 
satisfied  with  respect  to  the  person,  whom  their  arms, 
if  successful,  were  to  place  upon  the  throne.  To 
promise,  therefore,  the  continuance  of  a  monarchiciil 
establishment,  and  to  designate  the  future  monarchy 
seemed  to  be  necessary  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
-aristocratical  support.  Whatever  might  be  the  intrinsic 
weight  of  this  argument,  it  easily  made  its  way  with 
Monmouth  in  his  present  situation.  The  aspiring 
temper  of  mind,  which  is  the  natural  consequence  of 
popular  favour  and  success,  product  in  him  a  disposi- 
tion to  listen  to  any  suggestion  which  tended  to  his 
•elevation  and  aggrandizement;  ai\d  when  he  could 
persuade  himself,  upon  reasons  specious  at  least,  that 
the  measure  which  would  most  gratify  his  aspiring 
desires  would  be,  at  the  same  time,  a  stroke  of  the 
roundest  policy,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  it  was 
immediately  and  impatiently  adopted.  Urged  there- 
fore by  these  mixed  motives,  and  by  the  importunity 
of  some  who  were  in  his  councils,  he  assumed^  while 
at  Taunton,  the  title  of  Ring/ 
t  Fox'i  Hiitory  of  Jamei  II*  p«  S33. 
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It  would  appear  that  Monmouth  was  himself  a?ena 
to  this  measure,  and  that  be  was  prevailed  opoA  lij 
Ferguson  and  lord  Grey  to  adopt  it,  for  the  purpose 
p(  preventing,  in  case  of  the  failure  of  his  attempt,  the 
ruin  of  his  adherents,  on  the  ground,  that,  if  he  de- 
clared himself  king,  his  partizans  might  be  sheltered 
by  the  statute  made  in  the  reign  of  Henry  YII.  ia 
favour  of  those  who  should  obey  a  king  dejaclo.^  On 
Jthis  point  Wei  wood*  observes,  that  he  beard  Rumbold 
•ay  openly  at  his  execution  in  Scotland,  upon  account 
of  the  earl  of  Argyle^s  invasion,  **  thai  Manmauih  had 
broken  his  word  wiih  ihem^  in  declaring  himself  king.** 
Different  views,  it  is  judged,  governed  those  who 
advised  him.  8ome  thought  by  it  to  make  the  breach 
between  king  James  and  him  irreconcileable,  and,  by 
placing  one  against  the  other,  to  pave  the  way  for  a 
commonwealth.  Others  were  undoubtedly  actuated 
by  unfeigned  zeal  for  his  honour,  and  a  persuasion 
that  he  was  the  lawful  heir  to  the  crown. 

It    being  the   general  cry  of  the  army  and  the 

'  Wellwood  says,  (Memoirs,  p.  148.)  that  ^'\i  was  importunity 
alone  that  prevailed  with  Monmouth  to  take  that  step;  and  he  was 
infleiible  till  it  was  told  him,  that  the  only  way  to  provide  against 
the  ruin  of  those  that  should  come  to  his  assistance,  in  case  he  failed, 
was  to  declare  himself  king,  that  they  might  be  sheltered  under  the 
statute  of  Henry  VII.  made  in  favour  of  those  that  should  obey  a 
king  de  facto, "^  To  corroborate  this,  the  earl  of  Argyle  declared, 
that  the  duke  of  Monmouth  pledged  his  word  to  him  in  Holland, 
that  he  mould  pretend  to  no  more  than  to  act  as  General  of  the 
Forces  that  should  join  him. — Collinses  Peerage^  vol*  iii.  p.  530* 

The  duke  renewed  this  promise  at  Lyme,  to  Mr.  Lark,  the  baptist 
minister  there,  who  took  the  command  of  a  troop  of  his  horse,  and 
to  the  republicans  who  came  in  to  him,  and  who  were  the  ma^or 
part  of  his  followers.— 0/(&itf«on'«  Uistorjf  of  the  Stuarts,  ^  701. 

*  Memoirs,  p.  149. 
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country,  he  reluctantly  yielded  to  it,  and  on  Saturday 
morning,  the  20th  of  June,  was  proclaimed  king.  This 
was  followed  in  the  afternoon  by  the  issuing  of  three 
proclamations  in  the  royal  style;  one  setting  a  sum  of 
money  on  king  James's  head;  the  second  declariqg 
the  parliament  of  Engltund  ^  seditious  assembly ;  and 
the  third  declaring  the  duke  of  Albemarle,  who  had 
rallied  his  men,  and  lay  within  six  miles  of  Taunton, 
a  traitor,  unless  he  laid  down  his  arms. 

*  If  this  measure  was  in  reality  taken  with  views  of 
policy,  those  views  were  miserably  disappointed ;  for 
it  do^s  not  appear  that  one  proselyte  was  gained.    The 
threats  in  the  proclamation  were  received  with  derision 
by  the  king's  army,  and  no  other  sentiments  were 
excited  by  the  assumption  of  the  royal  title,  than  those 
of  contempt  and  indignation.     That   party,  which 
supported  the  idea  of  a  commonwealth,  was  dissatis- 
fied, of  course,  with  the  principle  of  the  measure;  the 
favourers  of  hereditary  right  held  it  in  abhorrence^  and 
considered  it  as  a  kind  of  sacrilegious  profanation ;  nor 
even  among  those  who  considered  monarchy  in  a  more 
rational  light,  and  as  a  magistracy  instituted  for  the 
good  of  the  people,  could  it  be  at  all  agreeable  that 
such  a  magistrate  should  be  elected  by  the  army  that 
had  thronged  to  his  standard,  or  by  the  particular  par- 
tiality of  a  provincial  town.     Monmouth's  strengtii, 
therefore,  was  by  no  means  increased  by  his  new  title, 
and  seemed  to  be  still  limited  to  two  descriptions  of 
persons;   first,   those   who,   from  thoughtlessness  or 
desperation,  were  willing  to  join  in  any  attempt  at 
innovation  ;  secondly,  such  as,  directing  their  views  to 
a  single  point,  considered  the  dettraction  of  Jamti's 
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tyranny,  and  the  consequent  security  of  the  pnteatent 
religion,  as  the  objects  which,  at  all  hazards,  they 
were  bound  to  pursue.  By  assuming  the  title  of  king, 
his  reputation  both  for  moderation  and  gtKMl  faith  was 
considerably  impaired,  inasmuch  as  his  present  con- 
iduct  was  in  direct  contradiction  to  that  part  of  his 
declaration,  wherein  he  had  promised  to  leave  the 
future  adjustment  of  the  government,  and  especiaUy 
the  consideration  of  his  own  claims,  to  a  parliament 
freely  and  independently  chosen. 

<  The  notion  of  improving  his  new  levies  by  discipline 
seems  to  have  taken  such  possession  of  Monmoath*s 
mind,  that  he  overlooked  the  probable,  or  rather  the 
certain,  consequences  of  delay,  by  which  the  enemy 
would  be  enabled  to  bring  into  the  field  forces  fiur 
better  disciplined  and  appointed,  than  any  wiiidi; 
even  with  the  most  strenuous  and  successfol  exer- 
tions, he  could  hope  to  oppose  to  them. 

The  duke  of  Monmouth  continued  at  Taunton  until 
Sunday  morning,  and  then  marched  for  Bridgwater, 
where  be  was  most  cordially  received.  According  to 
Oldmixon,  be  had  now  with  him  six  thousand  men 
tolerably  well  armed,  which  was  a  greater  number  than 
he  ever  mustered  at  one  time,  during  the  progress  of  his 
attempt  to  obtain  the  crown.  He  was  proclaimed  in 
Bridgwater,  at  the  High  Cross,  by  Mr.  Alexander 
Popham,  then  mayor,  and  the  body  corporate,  in  their 
formalities.  Here  his  declaration  was  read,  and  the 
inhabitants,  emulating  each  other  in  the  assistance 
they  should  render  him,  sent  all  kinds  of  provisions  to 
the  troops,  who  were  in  a  rude  sort  of  camp  in  the 
Castle-field,  close  by  the  town.  These  troops  conaiittd 
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of  ftix. regiments  of  foot,  distinguished  by  their  colours, 

which  had   the   appearance  of  an   army.     He   had 

then  about  one  thousand  cavalry,  (chiefly  mounted  on 

^mares  and  colts  from  the  marsh,)  and  a  life-guard  of 

.forty  young   men,   well  mounted  and  armed,    who 

jmaintained  themselves  at  their  own  charge.     From 

,his  horse  two  good  troops  were  selected,  one  com- 

mauded    by    captain    Hewling,   and  the  other  by  a 

gentl^aiap  whose  name  is  not  mentioned.  The  duk^*8 

quarters  were  in  the  castle,  where  king  Charles  II. 

and  king  James  II.  at  several  times  had  also  their 

^quarters.    Here  he  raised  more  voluntary  contributions 

than  in  any  other  place,  chiefly  by  the  management 

of  JHt.  Roger   Hoare,'  Mr.  William  Coleman,  and 

ot^ier  inhabitants,  great  friends  to,   and  afterwards 

great  sufferers  for  his  cause. 

'  From  Bridgwater  he  proceeded  to  Glastonbury, 
a(|d  tl^ence  to  Wells;  where  he  was  again  proclaimed 
king,  and  his  declaration  read.  Whilst  at  Wells,  the 
duke's  soldiers,  thinking  the  clergy  who  belonged  to 
the  cathedral,  and  their  oflScers,  somewhat  too  imper- 
tinent, took  some  liberties  with  the  latter,  which,  says 
jQldmis^on,  was  all  the  damage  done  by  them. 

*  It  was  on  this  march  he  was  alarmed  by  a  party  of 
the' earl  of  Oxford's  horse,*  (the  blues;)  but  all  appre- 

/  This  El«ger  Hoare  was  one  of  the  principal  merchants  of  Bridg. 
«water,  and  it  was  by  his  management  that  Monmouth  was  proclaimed 
,k|ng  at  that  town,  and  a  military  chest  raised  Toluntarily  by  the 
jinhabitants.  He  was  ordered  by  Jeffreys,  at  his  bloody  assizes,  to 
h^  ep^ecuted  with  eleien  others  at  Bridgwater;  but  himself  and  two 
more.^r^  reprieved  under  the  gallows.  He  lifed  to  represent  that 
borough  in  fe?eral  parliiipeuts.*— LocAre'i  Western  Rebellion^  p.  7. 

*  The  first  forcea  the  king  senragainst  Mpnmoath  wtre  iom^ 

H  h 
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4ieD8ion8  of  any  material  interrdption  were  VemoTed  hf 
an  account  that  the  mtlitia  had  retreated  to *lBklli 


mod  Bristol,  -  From  GlastoabiH-y  and  Wefts  he  vi 
*4d  Shepton-Mall^  Where  the  project  of  an  aCtiuek 
upon  Bristol  was  first  communicated  bv  the  duke't» 
1\is  officers.    After  some  discussion,  it  was  agri^  that 
the  attack  shonld  %e  made  tin  the  GfeQcesteraKire  nde 
"of  the  city,  and  with  that  view  to  pass  the  Atoo  at 
'Keynshani,  a  few  miles  from  Bristol.  In  their  Hiardi 
from  Shepton^Malet,  the  tr«k>ps  were  again  UsiraHied 
in  their  rear  by  a  paity  of  horse,  btft  io3ged  qmetly  at 
nig^ht  at  Pensford.     A  detachment  was  sent  ^ai^Ij  the 
next  morning  4o  possess  itself  of  Keynsha^h  and  tm 
repair  the  'bridge,  which  might  probably  be  brokea 
down  to  prevent  a  passage.     Upon  their  approac)^ 
a  trpqp  of  the  Gloucestershire  horse  militia  immedi« 
'at^ly   abandoned  the  town  in'  great  predpitetioOy 
leaving  behind  them  two  horses  and  one  man.    By 
break  of  day,  the  bridge,  which  had  not  been  muck 
injured,  was  repaired,  and  before  noon  Monmondiy 
having  passed  it  with  his  whole  army,   was  in  faH 
march  to  Bristol,  which  he  determined  to  attack  the 
ensuing  night     But  the  weather  proving  rainy  and 

troops  of  the  earl  of  Oxfoi^t  tcf^meuij  (A^  blues,)  trader  tlie,Qom« 
•mand  of  the  lord  Churchill,  afterwards  duke  of  Marlborou^,  wlio 
"watched  the  duke^s  morenients  widi  great  strictness.  The  duke  of 
Albemarle  headed  the  militia  of  Deronshire ;  the  duke  of  Somenet 
themilithi  of  »hat  counter,  at  Bath ;  the  duke  of  Beaufort  the  militia 
-of  Gloucestershire,  at  Brirtol ;  the  earl  of  Pembroke  the  militia  of 
IViltshire,  at  Chippenham.  But  the  kiog  did  not  confide  in  them  ; 
and  therefore  sent  away  all  his  r^ular  troops  and  guardf^  to  form  an 
army  under  the  command  of  Lewis  thirasj  earl  of  FereMy vu«r 
CoUin9*9  Peerage^  roK  ill.  p.  531. 
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bad,  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  return  tOjKeynshaiDy' 
a  measure  from  which  he  expected  to  reap  a  double 
advantage ;  to  procure  dry  and  commodious  quarters 
for  the  soldiers,  and  to  lull  the  enemy  into  a  false  and 
.  delusive  security,  by  a  movement  which  bore  the  s^n- 
.  blance  of  a  retreat.     The  event,  however,  did  not 
answer  his  expectation;  for  the  troops  had  scarcely 
taken  up  their  quarters,  when  they  were  disturbed  by 
two  parties  of  horse^  who  entered  the  town  at  two 
,  different  places.     A  skirmish  ensued,  in  which  Mon- 
mouth lost  more  than  twenty,,  killed  or  wounded, 
whereas  none  of  the  king's  party  were  slain,  and  only 
four  with  their  horses  taken. 

This  skirmish  arose,  on  one  side,  by  the  royal  army 
approaching  near  to  the  duke's,  mistaking  them  for 
their  own  forces ;  and,  on  the  other  side,  by  the  eager- 
ness of  undisciplined  men,  too  impetuous  to  wait  till 
the  enemy  entered  the  town,  ;when  they  migbt  have 
taken  them  all  prisoners.  The  4uke  was  now  strongly 
urged  by  his  adherents,  especially  those  who  .were 
natives  of  Bristol,  and  knew  the  disposition  of  the 
inhabitants,  to  proceed  to  that  city.  But  the  duke 
of  Beaufort  being  there,  with  a  garrison  of  aboftt  four 
thousand  men,  and  the  royal  forces  being,  ni  !t  ap- 
peared, so  near,  he  could  not  be  persua'ded  to  pttlrsue 

'  f<  This  false  step  disheartened  his  pertj,  and  he  had  no  more 
recratts ;  whereas  if  he  had  ebter^  Bristol,  there  being  no  force  to 
oppose  hiin  but  the  train.bands,  (who  were  geb^rHlly' for  ]l&D,^iiot 
'  only  in  their  hearts,  but  publickly  drinking  his  health,')  he  night 
hate  furnished  himself  with  men,  arms,  and  money,  and  thtece 
marched  into  Gloucestershire,  amongst  the  clothiers,  where  great 
anmbert  watted  to  join  him,  and  iome  of  good  tiMia.\['^>CoUiki'i 
Peerage^  toL  iii.  p.  531« 
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this  measure.'     This  eventually  proved  fatal  to  fiis 

cause ;  for  had  he  possessed  himself  of  Bristol^  into 

vrhich  he  was  offered  to  be  cooducted  by  some  private 

Ways,  with  the  assurance,  that  no  resistance  would  be 

made  by  the  people,  he  would  not  have  wanted  either 

money  or  arms ;  and  with  such  resources  as  that  town 

•  wbtild  have  furnished » it  would  not  have  been  difficolt 

.  for  him  to  have  marched  to  London ;  the  king*  not 

-  1>eing^  able  to  raise  seven  thousand  men.  **  But  Gob/* 

says  my  author,  ^  saw  it  not  fit  for  us,  and  over-roled 

-our  consultations,  to  our  own  ruin  :**  and  this  at  tlie 

.lieig^t  of  their  prosperity. 

The  scheme  of  attiicking  Bristol  being  relinquished, 
fhey  marched,  in  the  afternoon,  to  Bath,  to  lie  before 
it,  and  sent  a  trumpeter  to  demand  the  town.  But  tiie 
garrison  being  strong,  and  the  people  warmly  attached 
to  the  royal  interest,  entrance  was  refused.  Unwilling 
to  exhaust  his  streng^th,  and  spend  his  time  in  sieges, 
the  duke  advanced  towards  Frome.  On  his  march  he 
was  alarmed,  near  Philip*s  Norton,  with  the  sudden 
•appearance  of  a  part  of  the  king's  army,  under  the 

.  .  . '  :0n  the  dnke^s  near  approach  to  Bristol,  a  false  alarm  was  made, 
by  setting  a  ship  on  fire  in  the  rif  er,  for  the  purpose  of  draw  log  tha 
inilitia  (hat  way,  while  his  friends  admitted  him  into  the  city. 
Bishop  Burnet  condemns  his  conduct  iQ  neglecting  Bristol,  where 

i : he: would  ha?e  found  much  wealth,  and  hafe  gained  some  repatatioo. 

.:  It  seems  the  duke,  while  he  was  in  Holland,  had  thoughts  of  possess, 
.log  himself  of  this  city,  or  he  would  not  have  ordered  a  ressel^  to 
board  which  he  had  a  great  number  of  arms,  to  hare  sailed  round 
the  Land*s.end  op  the  Severn  to  meet  him  there,  which  Teasel  was 
intercepted.by  one  of  the  kiog*s  ships  of  war,  commaiided  b  j  captain 
TraTaotoii.  Thb  was  viPthor  ill  ste[^.'-^/cb|i«oii'#  HUtorj/  •/  Hbs 
Stuartsy  p.  70S.  I  ..••....  % 
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duke  of  Grafton,  who  had  entered  the  town,. and  liped. 
the  hedges.  They  6red  on  his  men,  and  a'bnsk  sl^irinisht 
ensued  At  length,  they  were  beaten,  with  the  loss  of 
a)>out  thirty  slain  in  the  place;  whereas  Monmputji. 
lost  but  ten  in  all,  and  a  few  were  wounded.  The. 
royal  army  retreating  within  a  mile  of  the  town,  the 
duke  followed,  and  pitched  about  a  musket-shot  from, 
it.  They  played  their  cannon  on  each  other  for  some 
hours.  The  duke^s  forces,  on  this  occasion,  lost  but  one. 
man,  and^  having  the  advantage  of  the  ground,  did 
^reat  execution  among  their  opponents.  The  king^s 
forces,  at  length,  retreated;  some  hundreds  of  them^^ 
ijt  was  said,  being  killed  and  wounded.  The  lord. 
Newburtrh  was  mortally  wounded  in  this  action,  as^ 
were  several  other  persons  of  distinction  ;  and  the  duke 
of  Grafton '  himself  narrowty  escaped  with  his  life. 

After  thfs  rencontre,  the  duke  proceeded  to  Frome, 
where,  though  the  people  wer6  stt'ongly  attached  to 
his  cause,  disasters  multiplied  against  him.  A  feiv 
days  before  his  arrival,  the  arms  in  the  place  had  been 
taken  away  by  stratagem.  Here  he  received  the  dis- 
couraging intelligence  of  the  defeat  of  the  earl,  of 
Argyle,w  ho  had  made  an  attack  in  Scotland ;  and  of  ihe 

*  This  WHS  Renry  FUzroj,  duke  of  Grafton,  another  natural  Ida 
of  Charles  IL  and  half  brother  to  Monmouth.  He  was  of  a  biwre^ 
and  martial  spirit,  was  brought  up  to  the  sea,  and  had  been  in  sereraL 
Da?al  expeditions.  In  T687,  the  duke  of  Somerset  haring  declined 
eonducting  the  pope's  nuncio  to  his  public  audience,  king  Jamek  IL 
prerailed  upon  the  duke  of  Grafton  to  perform  that  ceremony,  and 
be  accordingly  conducted  the  nuncio  to  Windsor.  In  1600j  he* 
embarked  with  the  earl  of  Marlborough  for  Ireland,  and  was  at  tba 
siege  of  Cork,  where  he  was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  on  th^  fltk 
of  October,  in  that  jesar. 
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MTance  of  the  king^s  forces  from  LondoOf  with  cmii 
derible  baggage  and  thirty  field  pieces. 

.*  Tt  was  in  vain  to  seek  for  any  circamstance  in  mH 
atturs,  that  might  mitigate  the  effect  of  the  seTera 
Uqw  inflicted  by  this  intelligence.  It  produced  in 
him  a  state  of  mind  but  little  short  of  despondency. 
He  complained  that  all  people  had  deserted  Himy  and 
was  so  dejected,  as  hardly  to  have  the  requisite  Kpiril 
for  giving  the  necessary  orders.  No  diverMion,  at  leui 
no  successfnl  diversion,  had  been  made  in  his  favooTr 
It  was  manifest,  said  his  more  timid  advisers,  that  the 
lipair  must  terminate  ill,  and  the  only  measure  now  to 
he  taken  waa,  that  the  duke,  with  his  officers,  sfiooM 
leave  the  army  to  shift  for  itself,  and  endeavour  to  ect 
to  the  most  convenient  sea-port,  vvhence  they  m^^ 


possibly  obtain  a  safe  paNsaire  to  the  continent.  To 
nqcount  for  Monmouth's  entertaininir,  even  for  a  mo- 
me^t,.  a  thought  so  i|n\vorthy  of  hinaself,  aiid  ao 
incopsistent  with  the  character  for  spirit  he  had  efer 
maintained,  a  character  uninj peached  even  by  his 
enemies,  we  must  recollect  the  unwillinfirness  with 
whi<?h  he  undertook  this  fatal  expedition ;  that  his 
^t^g^gement  to  Argyle,  who  was  now  past  help,  was 
perhaps  his  principal  motive  for  embarking  at  that 
time ;  that  it  was  with  great  reluctance  he  had  torn 
himself  from  the  arms  oif  lady  Harriet  Wentwortii, 
with  whoni  he  had  so  firmly  persuaded  himself  that 
he  could  be  happy  in  the  most  obscure  retirement; 
that  he  believed  himself  weaned  from  ambition,  which 
had  hitherto  been  the  only  passion  of  his  mind.  It  & 
true,  that,  when  he  once  yielded  to  Uie  sotici^li^^ 
his  friends  so  far  as  to  undertake  a  business  of  socfe 
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■ntgiutiide^  it  WM  his  duty^  but  a  dqty  thalf  reqnirttd^ 
a  stronger  mindt  tbao  his  to  execute*  td  disband  froM^ 
1^  t|ioughfs  all  the  argumentA  that  had  rendered  hi** 
eompljaoce  rekictant     This  proposal  of  disbandiifg: 
WM  a  st^p  so  pusiUaairaoos  and  dishonourable,  that  it 
epul4  not  be  approved  by  any  couneii  however  com^- 
posed,.     It  was  condemned'  by  alt,   except  colonfei 
ITenner,  and  was- particularly  inveighed  ag^inSt  by  loud 
Ckey^  who  was  perhaps  desirous  of  retrievingr^by  bcSd> 
words  at  least,  the  reputation-  he  had  lost  at  Bridport* 
Monmouth  was  easily  persuaded  to  give  up  a  plan  s6« 
mcongenial  to- his  nature,  and  resokred*  thouirh  With 
little  hope  of  success,,  to  remain^  with  his  army,  to  take- 
tbe  chance  ofeventSrandf-at  the  worst*  to  stand  orfiffl'- 
with  meny  whose  attachment  to*  him  had  laid  lamk' 
under  iiidelible  obligations. 

^  This»  pesoh]tr»n  being  taken*  the  first  plan  was  to* 
proceed  to  Warminster;  biit  on  the  morning  of  bis« 
departure*  hearing*  on  the  one  hand*  that  the  king^s 
troops  were  Ukely  to  cress  hi»  march  ^  and*  on  the  other*, 
being  informed  by  a  quakev  before  known  to  the  duke*, 
that  there  was  a  great  club  army^  amounting  to  ttn^ 
thousand  men*   ready   to  join  his  standard   in  the 
marshes  to  the  westward ;  he  altered  his  intention,  and 
returned  to  Shepton-Malet,  where  he  rested  that  nighft* 
his  army  being  in  good  quarters.   From  Shepton-Malet 
he  proceeded^on  the  first  of  July*  to  Wells*  upon  infor*^ 
flsatioD  that  there  were  in  that  city  some  carriages 
beloni^ing  to  the  king's  army,  and  ill  guarded.    These* 
he  found  and  took*  and  stopped  that  night  in  the  town*. 
The  following  day  he  marched  towards  Bridgwater, 
in  search  of  the  great  succour  he  had  beea  taught  U> 
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expect ;  bat  foand,  of  the  promised  teti  tlioiMml  cBM^ 
only  one  hundred  and  sixty.  The  army  lay  that  ntglft 
in  the  field,  and  once  again  entered  Bridspvater^  -oli 
Friday  the  third  of  Jaly.'  That  the  dnke*s  niM 
were  not  yet  completely  dispirited  or  out  of  hetfli^ 
appears  from  the  circumstance  of  great  numbera  iff 
them  going  from  Bridgwater  to  see  their  friends  rt 
Taunton,  and  other  places  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
almost  all  returning  the  next  day  according  to  tbieir 
promise.* 

BATTLE   OF   SEDGEHOOR. 

Monmouth  resoWed  to  fortify  himself  at  Bridgwater, 
80  as  to  hold  his  ground  until  he  should  hear  frote 
Ix>ndon ;'  but  the  quickened  march  of  the  king^sforcM 
precipitated  his  fate.     On  Sunday  morning,  Jaly  A, 

'  The  dake  of  Monmoath,  bj  his  retreat  to  Bridgwater,  grew 
ieasible  of  his  error  in  not  attempting  Bristol ;  and  finding  his  msii 
desert  in  great  numbers,  he  determined  to  malLe  a  desperate  pmhy 
and  resolf ed  to  attack  the  earL  of  Fe? ^rsham  on  the  teiy  first  ni^bt 
of  his  encampment. — Collinses  Peerage^  toI.  iii.  p.  531. 

*  Foi's  History  of  James  II.  p.  242. 

'  Monmouth's  first  thought,  upon  entering  Bridgwater,  seems  to 
haTe  been  to  fortify  the  town  ;  for  which  purpose  many  hundred 
labourers  were  summoned  out  of  the  country  to  begin  the  works* 
The  priucipal  gentry  and  merchants,  however,  represented  to  him 
that  they  had  not  pro?isions  to  sustain  a  siege,  and  that  it  would  be 
easy  for  the  king's  army  to  fire  the  town ;  and  therefore  thej 
requested  him  to  leave  it,  and  thus  save  it  from  ruin. — Ren.^.  Pa$^ 
thall's  Letter^  printed  in  Ileywood^s  appx,  p.  rxir. 

Monmouth  then  proposed  to  retreat  from  the  king's  army  immedi. 
ately,  to  march  by  Axbridge  and  Keynsham  to  Gloucester,  and  to 
pursue  the  plan,  formerly  rejected,  of  penetrating  into  the  counties 
of  Salop  and  Chester.     His  preparations  for  this  march  were  sdl 
made,  when  he  learnt  the  true  situation  of  the  royal  army.-^FoxTt 
HisL  of  James  IL  p.  244. 
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the  royal  army,  consisting  of  about  four  thousand  mem 
under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Feversham  and  iord 
,Ghurchill,(afterwards  the  great  duke  of  Marlboroagb>3i 
marched  from  Somerton ;  and  the  same  day  about  noQ^ 
five  regiments  of  foot,  consisting  of  two  thousand  mw, 
encamped  inSedgemoor,in  the  parish  of  Chedzoy,un<Jter 
Weston.  Five  hundred  horse  took  up  their  quarters  ill 
Weston,  and  one  thousand  five  hundred  militia  Weri 
posted  in  Middlezoy  and  Othery,  a  mile  or  two  distant 
from  Weston.  A  person  of  Bridgwater,  looking  after 
his  cattle,  saw  the  king's  army  march  into  the  moor 
and  pitch  their  tents;  on  which  he  returned  into- the 
town,  and  informed  the  duke  of  all  that  he  had  seen* 
Monmouth,  with  lord  Grey  and  his  principal  officers, 
immediately  went  upon  the  tower  of  Bridgwater 
church,  to  observe,  through  a  telescope,  the  position 
of  the  royal  army.'  The  soldiers  were  perceived  tm 
be  under  very  negligent  and  careless  discipline,  inso- 
much that  the  duke's  attendants  told  him,  **  that  no 
more  was  to  be  done,  than  to  lock  up  the  stable*door, 
and  to  seize  the  troopers  in  their  beds." 

A  council  of  war  was  next  held,  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  whether  it  might  not  be  adviseable  to 
attempt  to  surprize  the  royal  army  by  an  attack  in  the 
night.  The  prevailing  opinion  was,  that,  if  the  infantry 
were  not  entrenched,  the  plan  was  worth  the  trial ; 
otherwise   not.      Scouts  were   accordingly  sent,  out 

'  MoDmouth,  observing  that  lord  Danbarton's  regiment,,  (now 
th«  royals,)  of  which  he  himself  had  once  been  colonel,  and  had  been 
extremely  beloved  by  the  soldiers,  was  posted  on  that  side  of  the 
camp  Uiat  was  proposed  to  be  first  attacked,  expressed  some 
concern  at  it,  saying,  <^I  know  those  men  will  fight,  and,  if  I  hadl 
(hem,  I  should  iM  doubt  of  paccese*"  * 
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U^  MMitMi  tiiift  point;  and  their  Mpoiri 
thiw  w^re  no  entroncbmeotSy  an  attack  waa 
OBi  In  puraoaiK^  of  thta  resolatioii,  the  dnioMi  baat^ijb 
Bridgfwater  for  the  duke*s  army  to  agsemUe  to  Ilia 
tmdt  Belli.  Several  meetings  were  privateiji  hal^t 
ipharo  the  officers  went  to  prayers  for  a  bles«iii|f  aA 
their  army ;  some  of  them  praying  in  red  coata  aa^ 
jiidl^boots^  a  sight  that  had  not  been  seen  in  Bnglaai 
siaoe  ihe  restoration.' 

^  Ahout  eleven  o'clock^  the  duke's  forces  marebad 
ant  of  Briflg'water^^  without  beat  of  drum,  and  wMb 
Impossible  silence ;  the  soldiers  being  strictly  ferbjddlBai 
to  Are  so  much  as  a  pistol,  notil  Ihey  entered  the  roynl 
eain^.  LonI  Ghrey  commanded  the  horse,  and  eokmal 
Wade  the  vanguard  of  the  foot*  The  dakeV  uiJcia 
were,  that  the  horse  should  first  advance,  and,  pnshiag^ 
faito  the  enemy^s  camp,  endeavour  to  preveat  theft^ 
infantry  from  coming  together;  that  the  cannon  shoidii 
follow  the  horse,  and  the  foot  the  cannon,  and  drav 
up  all  in  one  line,  and  so  finish  what  the  cavalry  shooU 
have  begun,  before  the  king's  horse  and  artillery  could 
be  got  in  order.  Their  guide,  Benjamin  Newton,  wbo^ 
promised  to  lead  them  by  a  bye-road,  conducted  thena 
through  Chedzoy'  to  a  place  where  the  rhine  or  ditch, 

'  Fox's  History  of  James  II.  p.  345.<^OldmixoQ!8  History  of  tlia 
Stiuurts. 

*  <<  About  eleyen  o'clock  at  night,*'  ssys  Oldmizon,  *<  I  saw  tke 
dUike  of  Monmouth  ride  out,  attended  by  his  life-guard  of  kona  $ 
aad  though  then  but  a  boy,  obserred  an  alteration  in  his  look,  wJiidt 
I  did  not  like ;  for  not  being  able  to  judge  of  the  goodness  or  bidnnii 
•f  his  cause,  I  ran  down  with  the  streamy  and  was  one  of  Us  wall* 
wishe«s." 

'  The  Re?.  A.  Paschall,  in  Ma  iittef  printed  in  AiBfantMey  w,^ad^ 


lielfiifcl  whitti  tile  king's  troops*  wiere  eiicteftped;  urMr 
fbi^3fl(ble.  iihd,  though  NeSiirtdn  kri^vtr  every  gUfp'  of 
tHii'wajr,  either  by  day  or  night,  sis' well  as  it  WM 
pd4nible  for  a  mun  to  kudW  it;  add  thbUgti  he  IdveA^tBi 
doke  of  Mohinodtli  witli  all  his  hciart,  yet  stictt  ^sifM'H^ 
ilSncem  oh  this  inipbrtant'  bccMion,  that  h^  beii^attllft 
liewildered.  In  this  stalie,  hd  led  the  dnke's  mf6pk 
aboVe  the  ford)  whiich  other^isie  Wbbid  have  opettifd'^ 
way  i'oi-  them  into  tlie  I'oyal' ciiitip,  Wher6  the  Sdldi^M 
were  asTeep  in  their  tents,  aiid  Mf^t,  iif  all  hvMM 
pr6bdt>ili(^y,  have  be^n  cat  tb  (Si'ee^S  by  thescyth^-n^^ 
of  whom  Monmouth  had  five  hundred;  and  the  terror 
of  the  weapon,  added  to  the  slaughter  and  horror  of 
the  fright,  #6trid  have  giiai  tb^  rest  of  the  dukt^s 
ftifiiki  dn  eft V  vWtoff. 

{MfHitii  Mtkithoiiih^i  tfiitf,  tAyfi  OldtuhToA;  met 
endeavouring  to  ^nd  the  ford,  captain  llucker,  df 
Taunton,  having  received  some  di^ust,  on  account, 
fts  it  was  said,  of  the  duke's  refusing  to  make  him 
jgfof  ^'mbr  6f  Tauhtbn,  though  he  eould  not  spare  him 

app^ndii,  thus  describes  Monmouth's  march  froni  Bridgwater  (6  thh 
fif  Id  of  battle : — *^  The  dulie  did  not  take  the  nearest  way  to  Westoft, 
which  was  three  miles,  bat  took  the  long  cansewaj,  and  so  made  hii 
inarch  fire  miles  long,  before  he  conld  reach  the  king's  camp,  tto 
idt  the  wa  j  by  that  short  causeway  through  Chi^zdy ,  though  that  Ulte 
nasfer,  and  much  more  commodious,  probably  to  aToid  the  dailgeir 
of  being  discovered.  For  though  he  might  possibly  eipect  kl  ffiMH 
as  much  assistance  from  Chedsoy  as  the  people  were  able  to  g!tt% 
him,  particular  notice  was  taken,  that  not  one  person  went  thehfia 
irst  to  last  into  his  army.  AToiding  them  therefore,  who  k^tOlW 
generally  nothing  of  his  march,  he  went  by  Bradney.lane  ;  whKb 
lane  he  also  soon  left ;  so  by  Marsh-lane,  which  was  further  about, 
and  less  commodioasi  he  led  the  armyi  much  encnmbered  and  retarcM 
by  the  narrowBSis  of  As  lUMf  into  flie  Nbrttumoor.'' 
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men  for  a  garrison,  fired  a  pistol,  which  gaire  tfae 
alacm  to  Dunbarton^s  regiment,  who  put  theoiBelmk 
into  as  good  order  as  they  could,  to  receive  th^. 
eDemies/  About  one  in  the  morning,  Motimoathts 
troops,  having  got  over  the  ditch  vi^ith  some  difficuitj/ 
fell  furiously  on  the  king's  forces,  took  two  pieces  o^ 
cannon,  and  turned  them  on  Dunbarton*s  and  othsc 
troops,  which  threw  the  latter  into  disorder/  Whilst 
this  was  going  on,  the  alarm  reached  Weston,  where 
the  earl  of  Feversham,  the  commander  in  chief  of. tht 
king's  army,  was  safe  in  bed ;  but  on  receiving  ihit 

*  Mr.  Fox  (History  of  James  If.)  says,  that  colonel  Wade^wIiMr 
lie  came  within  forty  paces  of  the  ditch,  was  obliged  to  hah,  to  pat 
hii  battalion  into  that  order,  which  the  extreme  rapidity  ofUh^mmA 
liad  for  the  time  disconcerted.  His  plan  was  to  pan  the  dUchi 
reserving  his  fire;  bat  while  he  was  arranging  hh  men  for  that 
purpose,  another  battalion  newly  come  up  began  to  fire,  thoogb  9t 
a  considerable  distance  ;  a  bad  example,  which  it  was  imposdbte  to 
prevent  the  yanguard  from  following.  ^ 

*  The  Re?.  A.  Paschall  mentions  the  Taunton  men  aa  tiiebiil 

troops  in  Monmouth's  army  : — '^  It  was  not  above  half  a  quarter  of 

an  hour,''  says  he,  ^^  before  the  duke's  foot,  continuing  their  march, 

appear  to  the  Scots"  (meaning  the  royals,  now  the  Sirst  regiment  of 

foot,)  ^<  first  in  three  bodies;  then  the  third  lesser  body  joins  with 

one  of  the  other  two.     Of  these,  there  were  two  thousand  of  their 

prime,  and  principality  Taunton  m^it,  Udbjf  Wade.     Btf  these  the 

Jighi  was  managed.    The  king^s  soldiers  gave  them  the  commendom 

Hon  of  stout  men.     Two  thousand  more,  among  whom  were  one 

thousand  scythe-men,  stood  at  a  distance,  between  Langmoor-stona 

and  them.     These  two  thousand  came  not  to  the  fight.     Manj  are 

jiaid  to  have  been  behind  them,  who  being  hindered  by  the  laiies, 

through  which  they  marched,  could  not  come  up,  before  they  met 

cause  to  run  with  their  fellows.  The  fight  continued  not  much  aboVe 

half  an  hour.     It  is  said  that  victory  seemed  to  be  incltaed  to  the 

rebels^  and  that  the  king's  army  was  almost  in  despair.*' 
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intellTgen^e,  he  immediately  hastened  to  the  field.  The 

itlvo 'at'mies' were  now  hotly   engaged.    Monmouth's 

bigan  with  a  volley  of  shot  and  hazzas/  and  their 

first  fire  so  confounded  their  enemies,  that  those  who 

•were  nearest  Weston  ran  into  the  town,  and  those  who 

were  in  Weston  ran  to  Middlezoy,  and  through  that 

•place,  above  a  mile  from  the  moor ;  so  that,  had  the 

«ddke*s  horse,  or  even  the  two  troops  he  had  sent  with 

-captain  Hewling  to  Minehead  for  cannon,  made  any 

'  efyposition  to  the  king's  cavalry,  the  rout  had  been 

H^ntire/  But  the  badness  of  Monmouth's  horse,  which 

Was  commanded  by  lord  Grey,  who  could  not  get  them 

into  line,   most  of  them  being  so  undisciplined  as  not 

Uf  stand  the  noise  of  the  musquetry  and  cannon,  and 

V  these  consequently  disordering  the  others,  induced  his 

>  •'  Monmoath's  soldiers,  not  having  patience  to  wait  the  guide's 
notions,  ran  disorderly,  as  fast  as  possible,  over  the  ditch,  to  come 
at  the  royal  army,  whereby  they  lost  their  guide;  and  a  pistol 
accidentally  going  off  gave  notice  of  their  approach  to  Dunbarton's 
regiment,  the  oldest  and  roost  experienced  soldiers  in  the  king's 
army,  who,  bein^  on  the  advanced  post,  and  in  good  order,  received 
them  with  great  alertness  and  resolution.  Monmouth's  men  began 
the  engagement  with  a  volley  of  ballets,  which  forced  the  rear  of  the 
king's  troops  to  retire  into  Weston.  The  duke,  seeing  these  hopes 
of  success,  ordered  the  lord  Grey  to  bring  up  his  horse  ;  bat  either 
through  cowardice  or  treachery, (the  latter  is  suspected,)  his  lordship 
left  the  field,  on  the  advance  of  two  parties  of  the  king's  horse, 
under  sir  Theophil as  Oglethorpe,  and  sir  Francis  Compton.— • 
£oUin$^t  Peerage^  181^,  vol.  iii.  p.  dSl. 
"*.The  horse  advanced  no  farther  than  the  ditch;  and  whether 
.'immediately,  as  according  to  some  accounts,  or  after  having  been 
'.considerably  harassed  by  the  enemy,  in  their  attempts  to  find  a 
place  Co  pass^  according  to  others^  quitted  the  field,— Fox'^  HUt. 
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lordship  to  ride  up  to  tbe  duke,  crying,  "All  is  losf, 
a*d  it  is  litne  /or  you  lo  shift  for  yourself"  At  tl^ii 
time,  Moiiinoiitli  whs  cliar^^iug;  at  the  bead  of  hu 
infantry,  M'ith  bill  wonted  ^a|l^ntry  ;  and  tjiesteadloes! 
with  which  they  fought,  says  Uldaiixun,  was  ver} 
extraoriiiiiary  and  prumisiDg.  The  waggons  wjthtbc 
aramniiition  were  how  drawio^  towards  the  moor,  hot 
meetiiig  with  some  of  lord  Grey's  horse  scampering  off, 
they  told  the  drivers  that  the  duke's  army  was  routed ; 
upon  which,  the  waggons  turned  about,  and  the  driven 
did  not  slop  till  they  got  to  Weare  and  Axbridge>  a 
distance  of  eighteen  miles,  where  they,  orthecouDtry- 
people,  plundered  them  of  their  lading. 

'  In  the  iiieun  time,  the  king's  forces  rallied,  and 
MeWthishnp  of  Winche8ter,(l  speak  after.QIdmixoo.) 
officiously  put  his  coach-horses  to  the  artillery,  thai 
was  placed  io  the  road  from  \y^ton  to  Bridgwater, 
and  causing  these  guns  to  he  drawn  againstthe duke's 
infantry .  the  latter  were  extremely  galled  by  their  fire; 
jet  still  they  stood  their  ground,  calling  out,  "  AmmU' 
nition,  ammunition  *  for  the  Lorcfs  sake,  ammunition  /" 
which  not  coming,  and  Monmouth  and  Grey  being 
gfone  with  the  horse,  the  foot  6ed  after  them,  and  the 
king's  horse  pursuing  killed  double  the  number  that 
were  slain  in  the  battle.' 

In  this  battle,  \  French  officer  ia  the  king'i  army  wbs  sUln, 
ftod  rnt«rred  is  ihe  church  of  Middlezoy,  where  there  is  ihe  foUoir- 
ing  inicrlgilion  on  a  brass  plate  to  hii  memory  : — "  Here  Ij'ei  the 
body  of  LoTis  Chcfalier  de  Miaiers,  a  French  gentlemao,  who 
behsTed  himself  wirli  great  courage  tiiiA  gallantry  eighteen  yeus  in 
.  IhtEDgiiiih  serrlce-  and  was  unfortunately  (lain  on  theOtfaot  Jalj, 
J08S,  at  Uie  battle  of  Weaton,  whera  he  behaved  himaeU  with  %\\ 
the  courage  imagiuable  against  the  kiog's  eoaoiies,.  GonuuDdfld^y 
the  rebel  duke  uf  MonmouUi." 
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^  Oldmtxon;  who  is  vek-y  pbrtiealftr  id  bis  iiocooBt^f 
tbi#  battle,  Mjrs,  that  be  was  upon  the  spot  before  the 
dead'w^re  buried,  and,  yoiing  as' be  then  was,  observed 
the  slaiB  to  be  more  on  the  king's  part  than  on  'tb# 
<dtake's  ^s  'they  were  pointed  out  to  the  person  wliD 
•Carried  him  to  the  moort  by  toe  of  theking^s  soldiers. 

'About  three  hundi^ed  of  the  duke's  men,  andfaar 
liiNiidred   of  the '  king's,  w€fre  killed  in  the  aotion.* 

'  The  oamber  of  Sfoomoiith'g  men  killed  is  computed  by  toms 
at' ifW  thoiikind^  by  i>th«r8'al!  (hreehaodyed :  a  disptrity,  htflrst^r, 
wMcb-nay  essily' bis  iecbneilsd^  'by  toppdsln^  that  the  one  aedoimt 
takitia  thoneoniy  who  i^ere  killed  in  tattle,  whil^  the  other  oonfve. 
Iiendf  the  wretched  fugitives  who  were  massacred  in  ditches^  eom« 
fie1dS|  and  other  hiding  places,  the  following  day* 

Sixteen  of  the  king's  soldiers  who  were  killed,  as  appears  from  a 
yemdran(lam' made  at  the' time  in  (he  parish  register,  were  Mlied 
In'Westdn,  life 'in  the  chdtch;  ^nd  'eleTcii  in  the  Chnrchiyard. 
kio^  6Be  hii&dred  were  Wot^'ded.  The  ptisbnefs  were  all  doMiied 
in  Weston  church,  where  firo  of  them  died  of  tlieir  wounds.  Aboat 
fire  hundred  others  were  taken  prisoners  in  tlie  pnrsnit,  and  up. 
wards  of  fire  hundred  were  apprehended  afterwards  by  the  cif  il 
I>ower. 

InimediAteiy  ^fter  Uie  baiUe,  th^  earl  of  Fetershai^  brtered 
€wMity.two  of  theprfsioliers  to  be^hiitged  on  the  s^t^  Tdttt*<#f 
whom,  to  nse  the  words  of  the  register  abote-mentioned,  ^weie 
^^  hanged  in  gemmaui^*^  that  is,  in  chains*  The  fate  of  one  man  in 
fiarficblar  is  too  eitraordinarj  to  be  passed  over.  This- person, 
lirho  was  rematkabiy  ftwift  of  foot,'w«is|lrendlled  upon,  dn  cbnttHon 
of  being  i^rdotfed,  to  entertain  the  general  with  a  speclmte  ^f^lds 
agility.  Accordingly^  having  stripped  hfnhself,  a  halter  Waa'^  pat 
round  his  neck,' and  tlie^oppdsite  end  fastened  to  the  neck  ef  a 
kdrse*  The/  stalled  at'lLpIabe  bailed  Bessei.rhine,  and  ratt'  from 
thence  to  Brintsfield.bHdge,  d  dfltitn6e  Somewhat  more  Ihaa^half 
a  mile;  aiid  though  the  hbrie  weht  kt  fall  ipeed,  the  SMKnM^t'paca 
with  him  the  whol^iray.  Bttt  n^itwithttandiHg  this'  eaeitioB,  and 
the  tanas  dfth^'a|tlrii'aieDt^  thi^iiAn^  FeirMkiB&^^iMiMlilttla 

be  hanged  with  the  mt.~jLo€*r'#^#if#rii/ifMl^ii9lMSt      ' 
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ICiuiy  adherents  of  the  duke's  were  takeD  priaoMirs ; 
the  principal  of  whom  were  colonel  Holmea,  M^ 
Pefrot,  captain  Madders  of  Crewkeme,  Mr.WilHnM^ 
a  domestic  of  the  dnke's,  who  had  his  grace's  cloak 
and  two  hundred  guineas,  and  captain  Adlam,  wIri 
had  about  one  hundred  broad-pieces  quilted  in  Us 
buff-coat.  The  lant  was  mortally  wounded  ;  bat  die 
'earl  of  Feversham  would  not  trust  to  that,  bat  eo»- 
manded  him  to  be  executed  the  next  day ;  and  h^  ^as 
this  first  who  was  hung  in  chains  on  the  moor  between 
Weston  and  Bridgwater,  where  there  was  800|i,i  to  a 
considerable  length,'  a  range  of  gibbets  and  dead 
bodies. 

After  the  field  was  cleared  of  the  duke*8  men,  kis 
lordship  marched,  with  five  hundred  foot,  and  a  puty 
pf  horse  and  dragoons,  to  Bridgwater,  where  he  fiMind, 
that  the  duke's  forces  left  there  were  fled  and  dis- 
persed. Leaving  colonel  Kirke  in  the  town  witbUieae 
forces,  he  sent  out  divers  parties  in  pursuit  of  lord 
Gi-ey  and  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  the  latter  of 
whom  had  made  off  on  the  gallop,  accompanied  by 
about  thirty  horse,  and  by  five  o'clock  in  the  morning 
was  more  than  twenty  miles  from  Sedgemoor.     Dr. 

'  As  soon  as  the  earl  of  FcTersham  had  gained  the  lictory,  he 

hang  twenty  of  the  prisoners,  without  trial.  ^'  His  uncle,  ihe  famoas 

jnarshal  Turenoe,"   says  Granger,   '^  who  knew  and   pnicUsed 

•very    part   of  generalship,    neTer  treated  his  prisoners  in  this 

manner." — Biographical  Ilistoryy  Tol.  ir.  p.  271. 

Feversham  was  proceeding  in  his  executions,  when  the  bishop  of 
Bath  and  Wells  (Dr.  Keu)  warned  him,  that  these  anhappj  omr 
were  now  by  law  entitled  to  a  trial,  and  that  their  execution  would 
he  deemed  a  real  murder.  This  remonstrance,  howerer,  ^d  not 
stop  the  satage  nature  of  colonel  Rirke.—irKffi«V  EngUmd^  vol. 
vjH.  p.  231.  —    . 
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Olivert  one  of  the  company,  who  was  aftervrardv 
physician  to  Greenwich  hospital,  rode  up  to  the  duke^ 
andsaidy  **  Sir,  this  is  the  farthest  you  can  go,  without 
throwing  yourself  into  the  hands  of  yoar  enemies,  w4io 
are  waiting  for  yon  all  over  the  country .  east waid. 
Nobody  has  yet  heard  of  our  ill  success  in  these  part^: 
let  us  turn  off  to  the  sea-coast,  over  against  Wales^ 
seize  one  of  the  passage-boats  at  Uphill,  and  get  over 
to  the  other  side,  where  I  know  you  have  friends^ 
among  whom  you  will  be  safe  till  you  can  retire  else- 
where/' The  duke  inclined  to  hearken  to  him,  bat 
lord  Grey,  who  appears  to  have  been  his  evil  genius^ 
checked  Oliver  for  offering  to  give  such  <<  foolish 
advice,''  as  he  called  it ;  and  the  duke  going  away  with 
Grey,  the  doctor  said,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  ''  Gob 
bless  you,  sir,  I  shall  never  see  yon  more."  So,  seUihg 
spurs  to  hb  horse,  he  rode  off  to  Bristol. 

The  small  party  having  now  separated,  Monmoutbt 
Grey,  and  a  gentleman  of  Brandenburg,  went  south- 
ward, with  a  view  to  gain  the  New-forest,  in  Hamp- 
shire, where,  by  means  of  Grey's  connexions  in  that 
district,  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  country,  it 
was  hoped  they  might  be  in  safety,  till  a  vessel  could 
be  procured,  to  transport  them  to  the  continent.' 

There  is  a  tradition  that  Monmouth,  on  riding  off 
with  lord  Grey,  from  the  field  of  battle,  endeavoured 
to  conceal  himself  in  a  cottage,  called  Edge^house,  ia 
the  village  of  Grenton,  which  lies  under  Folden-hiU, 
and  about  two  or  three  miles  from  Sedgemoor,  where 
he  was  hospitably  entertained  by  the  poor  shepherd 
who  inhabited  it    In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for 

[  Fox'i  HUtory  ot  James  U.  p.  950. 
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J%Afi  1772,  p.  304 1  there  it  a  shoi*  accoofit  irf  tkw 

^^ottage,  aceonipani^  by  tw^  views  of  U,  termed  Umi 

4nMit  and  buck  front.     Tbere  is  at  lieaat  some  |dhiir 

eiftility,  if  aoI  tn^h,  attached  to  thia  tradition.     The 

liattle^  it  will  be  recettected,  cemmenced  efaoot  haU 

peat  one  in  the  mornings,  and  the  cooflict  had  net 

taontinued  more  than  half  an  hour,  before  lord  €href 

teki  Monmooth*  that  it  was  time  to  seek  ibeir  aafirtjf 

by  flight ;  and  Oldmixon  saya^  that  by  fire  in  tim 

morning',,  Momwooth  waa  twenty  oiileB  {pom  Sedgn^^ 

ambr.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  the  dulBe,in  his  ^|lik 

from  the  field  of  battle,  might  atop  f»r  a  few  mini 

afc  Ibis  cottage^  to  take  some  refreshment  or  to 

Iria  dress ;  more  especially  as  it  was  aittoated  in  hiamulla^ 

and  as  it  is  notorious  that  itstood  in.  a  oaighbomhoetii 

where  aH  ranks  were  weU  aflected^  ndt  only  to  Mia 

personally,  buit  also  to  the  caose  in  which  he  wa» 

^ngi^^     It  may  also  be  m^d  in  (avont  of  thia  tm* 

dition^  and  of  the  character  of  the  poor  diephetd  wbo 

Utred  1^  Edg^-house,  that  hospitality,  as  wdl  aa  fidelity^ 

ia  not  exclusively  extended  by  the  h^ier  classes  of 

society  to  persons  suffering  under  a  reverse  of  fortune^ 

as  the  adventures  of  Charles  Edward  Stuart,  in  Am 

Highlands  of  Scotland,  will  amply  testify.      It  i8» 

however,  to   l>e  lamented,  that  we  have  no  better 

account,  than  what  tradition  affords,  of  an  incident  so 

dnteresttng  in  this  crisis  of  the  fate  of  Monmoodi. 

I>UKJg:  OF  MONMO^Tn:   AND  lA^KD  GRET 

TAKEN   PRtSONCTRS. 

The  following  account  of  the  taking  of  the  daice  «f 
Monmouth  and  lord  Grey  is  copied  from  a  pampfaiat 
|n-inted  at  the  time  by  the  kittg^  ahthority.' 

:!  TheiUleefthii  puDpUsth^  ^'AaAccoant of  thellaBBtr^ 
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<^  Immedifttely  after  the  defeat  of  the  rebeb  ift 
Bridgwater,  on  Monday  the  6th  of  July  instant,  the 
late  dake  of  Monmouth,  late  lord  Grey,  and  the 
Brandenburg  fled ;  and,  coming  between  Gillinghani 
and  Shaftesbury,  got  a  guide  to  lead  them  the  way  to 
the  New-forest,  most  free  from  towns  and  watchet. 
He  led  them  by  White-sheet,  four  miles  east  of  Shafte»- 
bifry,  and  thence  by  Cranbourne-chace ;  where  their 
horses  being  ttred,  they  let  them  loose,  and  hid  thmr 
hridles  and^saddles. 

'<  In  the  mean  time,  the  news  of  the  defeat  comings  ti0 
the  lord  Lumley ,  then  posted  at  Ringwood,  in  lfamp« 
shire,  with  three  tr^oops  of  hor9e  of  colonel  Slapley^i 
lament,  commanded  by  mafor  Bridgcr,  captaii 
Monk,  and  captain  Peekham  ;  and  foor  companieis  of 
foot  of  colond  Alford's  regiment,  commanded  hj 
lienteaaat-colond  Ck^oper,  captain  Bickdey,  captaiji 
Best,  and  captain  Carre,  nU  of  the  Sussex  militia ;  his 
lordship  was  pleiu;ed  to  send  his  scouts  every  Way  to 
take  up  suspected  persons ;  and  sir  William  PortdMUi; 
for  the  sam.e  end,  had  taken  care  for  strong  wi^hae 
to  be  set,  made  op  of  his  yellow  coats  and  othen^  09 
the  ro^s  from  Poole,  to  the  most  nortfaem  parts  4f 
Dorset. 

<<  tJpon^h^  seventh  instant,  about  five  in  the  mom^ 
ing,  some  of  the  lord  Lumley's  said  scoots,  ridiipg  ik 
the  road  near  Hplt-lodge,  in  I>or8et,  four  miles  wMt 

Uidog  the  late  Duke  of  Moomontb,  i^c.  By  his  Majesly^a  Coii^ 
mand.  London,  printed  by  B.  G.  for  Samael  KedUe,  at  tibsTiHklis 
P^dy  pter  itgainst  ^etfer.Laoe,  in  Flest-Strset,  IW5.*'  Fslio^ 
eontaining  four  pages* 

It  Is  r^pHnted  {q  the  Harleiaof  Mtse^y^  toI.  ix.  p.  1«S.  Lw. 
dsS)  IBi^,  #rd.  ^ 
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«f  Ringwood,  jait  at  the  torn  of  a  croa»-w«y,  nrprfaed 
4Uid  seized  two  suspected  peraoDs;  whieht  whea  the  loni 
I^imley  ca^te  op*  proved  to  be  the  late  lord  Grey,  aad 
Ahe  said  guide.  This  pat  the  lord  Lainley  npoe  a  strict 
iBKamiiiing  of  the  cottages,  with  which  that  heetl^ 
jcoODtry  abooads,  and  calling  in  the  neig^boarhood^ 
|hat  were  acquainted  with  the  country,  &c.  Notiee 
lof  this  being  brought  to  sir  William  Portman,  by 
-flome  4if  his  watches,  &c.  he  hastened  to  the  ^ac<l^ 
with  as  many  horse  and  foot  as  he  could  dff  a  sodden 
^get  together. 

..  ^'  It  happened,  open  the  lord  Lumley's  enqotry 
emongst  the  cottages^  that  a  poor  woman,  one  Amy 
JFarrant,  directed  his  lordidiip  to  a  hedge  where  she 
Jiad  seen  two  men  go  overj  which  hedge  prored  Ito 
he  part  of  the  out-bounds  <yf  very  many  incloaed 
groonds,  'some  overgrown  by  fern  and  brakes^  aod 
«thera  sown  with  rye,  pease,  or  oats,  &c. 
.  ^'  Whereopoa  a  strict  guard  was  pot  very  near  one 
imotber,  round  those  cot-bounds,  whilst  other  foot  and 
horse  did  beat  within.  These  guards  kept  their  several 
posts  so  well,  that,  though  the  late  duke  and  the  Bran- 
denburg attempted,  at  least  thirty  times,  to  make  their 
escape  out,  yet  they  always  found  each  guard  ready  ; 
and  upon  their  last  attempt  to  escape,  two  of  die 
troopers,  firing  on  them,  made  them  immediately  to 
xetire,  and  hide  themselves  apart  from  each  other, 
}XL  some  of  the  adjacent  ditches,  where  they  were 
afterwards  found. 

t  "  Upon  the  eighth  day,  by  five  of  the  dock  in  the 
morning,  the  Brandenburg  was  found;  who,  upon 
examination,  confessed,  that  be  parted  Mrith  the  aaid 
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late  duke,  within  the  same  out-bounds,  about  one  dC 
the  clock  that  morning ;  whereupon,  every  individual 
person,  being  encouraged  thereby,  and  by  the  hopes  of 
having  a  share  in  the  five  thousand  pounds,  (as  wa» 
before  agreed  on  in  the  field,)  did  renew  the  pursuit  of 
him  with  the  strictest  search  and  diligence  imaginable^ 
and  about  seven  of  the  clock  of  the  same  morning,  one 
Henry  Parkin,  servant  to  Samuel  Rolles,  esq.  hap- 
pened to  discover  the  said  late  duke  hid  ia  a  ditch^ 
covered  with  fern  and  brakes ;  and,  calling  to  two  of 
the  Sussex  troopers,  that  were  by  him,  all  three  seized 
him  together.  Sir  William  Portman,  happening  to  be 
near  that  place,  rid  presently  in,,  and  quieted  those 
that  cried.  Shoot  him^  shoot  him!  He  laid  hands,  on 
him  as  his  prisoner,  and  so  preserved  him  from  all 
violence  and  rudeness ;  and  immediately,  in  the  same 
instant,  the  loid  Lumley  came  in,  and  agreed,  that  sir 
William  Portman  should  search  him.;,  which  was  don^ 
and  as  sooa  as  they  had  ibund.  his^  Geof^ger  they  des- 
patched that,  with  the  news,,  to  his  majesty,  by  captain 
Bickeley  and  Mr.  Cbaldecot,.  Sussex  and  Dorset 
gentlemen. 

'<  The  prisoners,-  after  this,  were  kept  two  nights 
at  Ringwood.  On  Friday,  the  lord  Lumley  discharged 
the  foot  there  ;  and  with  the  said  three  troops  of  the 
Sussex  horse,  and  one  troop  of  the  Dorset  militie, 
commanded  by  captain  Fownes,  they  were  conveyed 
to  Winchester,  where  joined  them^  two  troops  of  hii 
majesty's  in  pay,  and  two  of  the  Northampton mititis 
troops;  all  which  conducted  them  to  Famham  castle, 
upon  Saturday  the  1  Ith,  and  the  next  day  to  Guilfbrd, 
and  apon  Monday  the  13th,  to  Yaujchall,  where  # 
regiment  of  the  lord  Dartoioath's  received  tbeut  witk 
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IMm  troops  of  bit  Biajesty*»  in  (my  $  and  thenar  ^ 
terg8f  tbey  were  carried  to  WhitehalL 

^  The  papera  aad  books,  thai  wefe  fMiad  on 
•M  since  deliTered  to  his  majesty. 

^  One  of  the  books  whs  a  manuscript  of  speHs,  chariili^ 
and  Goojorations^  songs,  receipts,  and  prayers^  aft 
Wfitten  with  the  said  late  duke*s  own  hand^ 

^'  Two  others  were  manuscripts  of  fortification,  audi 
thft  military  art. 

^^  And  a  fourth  book,  fSairly  written,  wherein  ttMr 
computes  of  the  yearly  expense  of  hb  majesty's  micrf 
and  land  forces^ 

^  And,  as  for  his  gold,  only  twenty  goineas  imml 
Ipiven  to  the  said  Parkin,  and  ten  guineas  a-pieen  t^ 
the  two  troopers  that  first  seised  him;  and  the  vmI 
was  returned  to  the  said  late  doke« 

^'  As  the  prisoners  passed  through  Koitisey,  Wm^ 
Chester,  Farnhadu,  and  Guilford,  one  would  admlfe 
to  see  the  very  great  numbers  of  the  mHitia,  wi&  tins 
deputy -lieutenants,  and  gentletnen  of  those  parts,  ^al 
trere  ready  to  guard  the^,  and  take  ofi^  the  fatigue  mf 
such  as  were  on  the  march* 

^'  Within  doors,  none  but  ddmmissfon  officers  were 
trusted  to  watch  by  them ;  and,  besides  those,  the  ford 
iMnley  and  sir  William  Portman  took  their  turns  ta 
watch  in  person,  night  and  day,  from  the  time  of  the 
taking  of  the  said  late  duke,  until  they  had  delivered 
him  Isafe  at  Whitehall,  from  whence  he  was  convt^y^ 
to  the  Tower." 


lAiiM 


Under  these  circumstances  it  is  no  Wonder  that  \m 
body  w^8  qttke  sunk  with  fetig;ue^  and  that  his  nditid 
titoin»illaift5fdttpondelii«y.  fiisatodkoTpMhrUiHl^ 
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lAiob  comisted  af  some  peaie  gfathered  in  the  fiddar 
Araag'h  which  he  bad  fted,  was  nearly  exhautted,  and- 
tlvM  18  reanon  to  think,  that  he  had  little,,  if  any  nther 
tiutenance,  ainoe  he  left  Bridgwatert  on  the  evening  aF 
tlie  <Uh.  To  repose  he  had  been  equally  a  stranger.. 
Yet  that,  under  these  privations,  he  appeared  dispirited 
and  crest-faMen,  is,  by  the  unrelenting  uaKgnity  of 
party  writers,  imputed  to  him  a»  cowardice  and 
meanness  of  spirit.  That  the  failure  of  his  enterprise, 
together  with  tlie  bitter  reflexion,  that  he  bad  suflarad 
Inmself  to  be  engaged  in  it  againxt  his  own  bcftter 
jttdgineDt,  joined  tatbe  other  cabmitaus  eircumstaaeaa- 
of  bis  sitoation^  had  reduced  him  to  a  state  bordering 
an  despair,  it  is  evident ;.  and  in- th»  ft«ma  of  mind,  ha 
wrote,  an  the  very  day  of  his  capturcr  the  fottowing 
letter*  ta  the  king  ^~ 

^  Yoar  majesty  may  think  it  the  misfortune  I  now 
lia  mufer  makea  ma  make  this  application  to  yon ;. 
but  1  da  assure  y4Nir  majesty,  it  is  the  remorse  1  now 
have  in  uie  of  the  wrong  I  have  done  you  in  several 
things ;  and  new  in  taking  up  armaagainst  yoow     Fdr 
■sy  taking  up  arms,  it  never  was  inimy  thuugbts,  siaca 
ihe  king  died  :  the  prince  and  princess  of  Orange  wfll 
ha  witness  for  me  of  the  assuraaoe  I  gave-  them,  that- 
I  wpoohl  never  stir  against  yoa.    But  my  misfortnna 
snch,  as  ta  meat  with  soma  bonrid  people,  that 


'  Thb  letter  U  bers  pnntsd  from  a  copy  gifsn  in  the  History  of 
the  lUiKii  of  William  III.  vol.  i.  p.  100,  I07^sind  collati*d  witli 
another  copj» ,  printed  in  lord  Somers*!  Tracts,  fol.  i.  p.  ilO,  whicb 
ii  therein  mid  to  be  Uken  from  dr  Thomas  Webitei't  Collection — 
#Mi  aHM^pilBlsd  ia  rox'i  HMery  of  Ki0g  JaoMlLp.  Vfi. 


mraromT  ow  tauhtov. 

me  briieye  things  of  year  majesty,  and  gvn  tee 
M  many  false  arguments,  that  1  was  fully  led  awmy  to 
believe,  that  it  was  a  shame  and  a  sin,  before  6o]^,iiot 
to  do  it.  But,  sir,  1  will  not  trouble  your  majesty,  at 
present,  with  many  thiugs  1  could  say  for  myself,  that 
1  am  sure  would  move  your  compassion  ;  the  chief  of 
this  letter  being  only  to  beg  of  you,  that  1  may  have 
that  happiness  as  to  speak  to  your  majesty,  for  I  have 
that  to  say  to  you,  sir,  that  L  hope  may  give  you  along 
and  happy  reig^. 

^  1  am  sore,  sir,  when  you  hear  me,  you  will  be 
convinced  of  the  zeal  1  have  for  your  preservatioo, 
and  how  heartily  1  repent  of  what  1  have  done.  1  can 
•ay  no  more  to  your  majesty  now,  being  this  letter 
must  be  seen  by  those  that  keep  me.  Therefore,  sir, 
I  shall  make  an  end,  in  begging  of  your  majestjr  to 
believe  so  well  of  me,  that  1  would  rather  die  a  thousand 
deaths,  than  excuse  any  thing  1  have  done,  if  1  did  not 
really  think  myself  the  most  in  the  wrong  that  ever 
any  man  was ;  and  had  not,  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart,  an  abhorrence  for  those,  that  put  me  upon  it, 
and  for  the  action  itself.  1  hope,  sir,  God  A  lm  jghtt 
ivill  strike  your  heart  with  mercy  and  compassion  for 
me,  as  he  has  done  mine  with  the  abhorrence  of  ^hat 
I  have  done.  Therefore,  1  hope,  sir,  1  may  live  to 
shew  you  how  zealous  1  shall  ever  be  for  your  service; 
and  could  I  say  but  one  word  in  this  letter,  you  would 
be  convinced  of  it ;  but  it  is  of  that  consequence,  that 
I  dare  not  do  it.  Therefore,  sir,  1  do  beg  of  you  once 
more  to  let  me  speak  to  you ;  for  then  you  will  be 
convinced,  how  much  I  shall  ever  be. 

Your  majesty's  most  humble  and  dutiful 

MONMOUTH; 


;'-»'• 


The  only  certain  conclusion  to  be  dr«wn  from  tUi 
letter  is,  that  Monmouth  still  wished  anxiously  for 
life*  and  was  willing  to  save  it,  even  at  the  cruel  price 
of  begging  and  receiving  it  as  a  boon  from  his  enemy. 
The  queen  dowager,  who  seems  to  have  behaved  with 
an  uniformity  of  kindness  towards  her  husband's  son, 
that  does  her  great  honour^  urgently  pressed  the  king 
to  admit  his  nephew  to  an  audience.  Importuned 
therefore  by  entreaties,  and  instigated  by  the  curiosity 
which  Monmouth's  mysterious  expressions  had  excited^ 
be  consented,  though  with  a  fixed  determination  to 
shew  no  mercy.  James's  nature  did  not  revolt*  his 
blood  did  not  run  cold,  at  the  thoughts  of  beholding 
the  son  of  a  brother,  whom  he  had  loved,  embracing 
bis  knees,  petitioning,  and  petitioning  in  vain,  for  life; 
of  interchanging  words  and  looks  with  a  nephew  on 
whom  he  was  inexorably  determined,  within  forty- 
eight  short  hours,  to  inflict  an  ignominious  death.- 

Pursuant  to  this  hard-hearted  arrangement,  Mon- 
mouth and  Grey,  on  the  very  day  of  their  arrival,  weM 
brought  to  Whitehall,  where  each  of  them  had  am 
interview  with  his  majesty.  James,  in  a  letter  to  the 
prince  of  Orange,  dated  the  following  day,  gives  • 
short  account  of  both  these  interviews.  Monmoatb, 
he  says,  betrayed  a  weakness,  which  did  not  become 
one  who  had  claimed  the  title  of  king ;  but  made  no 
discovery  of  consequence.  Grey  was  more  ingenuous^' 
(but  it  is  not  certain  in  what  sense  his  majesty  uses  the 
term,  since  he  does  not  refer  to  any  discovery  made 
by  that  lord,)  and  never  once  begged  his  life.     Short 

'  Dslrymple't   Memoirs,  toL  U.  p.  184.~F0X'f  Hiitoiy  ef 
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M  thM  ttccimnt  is,  it  teenif  the  only  aothentie  one  ef 
^tboae  interviews. 

Bishop  Kennet  relates,'  that  **  this  unhappy  captife^ 
by  the  intercession  of  the  queen  dowager,  was  broa^it 
-to  the  king's  presence,  and  feH  presently  at  his  feet,  and 
confessed  he  deserved  to  die ;  hut  conjured  him,  with 
team  in  his  eyes,  not  to  use  him  with  the  8e%  erity  of 
jiurtice,  and  to  grant  him  a  life,  which  he  wooM  bo 
erer  ready  to  sacrifice  for  his  service.    He  mentiooed 
to  him  the  example  of  several  great  princes,  who  had 
yielded  to  the  impressions  of  clemency  on  the  like  oce»» 
mms,  and  who  had  never  afterwards  repented  of  thoae 
acts  of  generosity  and  mercy ;  concluding  in  a  moat 
|mthetic  manner,  '  Remember,  sir,  I  am  your  brolbarV 
eon,  and  if  yon  take  my  life,  it  is  yoar  own  blood  fbat 
yoa  shed*.  The  king  asked  him  several  qoestiooa,  aad 
made  him  sign  a  declaration,  that  his  father  toM  Urn 
he  was  never  married  to  his  mother;  and  then  aaidylia 
was  indeed  sorry  for  his  misfortunes,  but  his  crime 
was  of  too  great  a  consequence  to  be  left  unpunished^ 
and  he  must  of  necessity  snfier  for  it^  James's  qoeea 
is  aaid  to  have  insulted  him  in  a  verf  arrogant  ami 
unmerciful  manner,  so  that,  when  the  duke  saw  there 
was  nothing  designed  by  this  interview,  but  to  satisfy 

'  Kennel's  History  of  England,  toL  iiU  p.  4S!2. — Echmfd*t 
History  of  England,  ?ol.  ill.  p.  771. — Fox*8  History  of  Jamet  II. 
p.  960. 

*  It  was  thosght  to  be  Tory  mytteriooa  aad  indeoeat,  kk  kimg 
Jamety  to  admit  the  dake  into  Ims  preseoce,  when  he  waa  mtft 
disposed  to  pardon  him  ;  and  it  was  censured  aad  coadensned  aa  tkt 
breach  of  a  general  rule,  ioTiolably  observed  by  kings,  *'  nerer  to 
allow  m  criminal,  ander  senteoee  ef  deadi,  dM^ht  «f  km  ftiae^a 
faoe,withoat  a  ieOga  to  pardon  Uffl.''-*^f AvomT  rffnaa^  p.  M6^ 


flie  queen's  revenge,  he  rose  np  from  fais  majesty  *s  feet, 
witii  a  new  air  of  bravery,  and  was  carried  bacfk  to  tiie 
Tower-" 

From  Whitehall,  Monmoath  was,  at  night,  carried 
to  the  Tower,  where,  no  longer  uncertain  as  to  his  fate, 
he  seems  to  have  collected  his  mind,  and  to  have 
resumed  his  wonted  fortitude.  The  bill  of  attainder, 
that  had  lately  passed,  having  superseded  the  necessity 
of  a  trial,  his  execution  was  fixed  for  the  next  day  but 
one  after  his  commitment.  This  interval  appeared 
too  short,  even  for  the  worldly  business,  which  he  wished 
to  transact,  and  he  wrote  again  to  the  king, on  the  I4tb, 
deriring  some  short  respite,  which  was  peremptorily 
nfosed. 

Monmouth  was  very  sincere  in  his  religious  profes- 
sions, and  it  Is  probable,  that  a  great  portion  of  this 
Md  day  was  passed  in  devotion  and  religious  discourse 
trith  the  two  prelates,  who  had  been  sent  by  his  ma- 
jesty, to  assist  him  in  his  spiritual  concerns.  Turner, 
bishop  of  Ely,  had  been  with  him  early  in  the  morning, 
and  Ken,  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  was  sent,  upon 
the  refusal  of  a  respite,  to  prepare  him  for  the  stroke, 
which,  it  was  now  irrevocably  fixed,  he  should  snftr 
ih^  ensuing  day.  They  stayed  with  him  all  night,  and, 
in  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth,  were  joined  by  Dr. 
&<K>per,  afterwards,  in  the  reign  of  Anne,  made  bishop 
of  Bath  and  Wells^  and  by  Dr.  Tennison,  who  suc- 
ceeded Tillotson,  in  the  see  of  Canterbury.  This  last 
divine  is  said  to  have  been  most  acceptable  to  the 'duke ; 
imd  though  he  joined  the  others  in  some  harsh  expos- 
tnlations,  he  appears  to  have  done  his  duty  m  a  softer 
^xiAlempVMittptf^  Certain  it  is,  that  nana 
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MOM  OM  or  other  of  the  umtwtMp  dmwg  th»  iriidiv 
time,  applying  tbeniBdves  to  hiio» 
MaNMovTM.    I  shttU  «ay  hut  very  liftlo  t  I  (Mm 

ta^e:  I  die  a  protMtMt  of  Che  ehureh  of  SogblldL 
Assistants.     Ddy  lord,  if  you  be  of  the  eimriik'  ff 

Seglaod,  yoti  lonrt  ecfciiowledfe  the  doetrine  of  JIm- 

TBMi$kmce  to  be  tree. 
M.    If  I  eckaewledf  e  the  doislinM  of  tkm  chriMk 

ef  Bagiand  io  general,  that  iacladM  aiL 
A.    Sir,  It  it  fit  to  owa  that:  daelriiM  f^tetiralarijr, 

wift  Mspect  to  year  ease. 

iiire'lM  WMBinfii  «rpd  «bcnit  Huki  dACtilM  «f  HeaovUMM^ 
betiw  re|»Mtod  ia  tCict  hit  ftvit  Mtw«r. 

Thm  hebc^«D^uifltfwii«lMMitlow4f:aapiitiicAliM4#l|^ 
la  tUf  manner. 

Jf.  X  have  bad  a  tcaodal  mised  ttpMine  a^Mft  a 
woman,  a  lady  of  rirtoe  and  hoiHwr.  I  wiU  fMoe  Jber; 
the  Uufy  Harriet  Wisntnfertik.  1  dedare,  that  aba  ie  a 
yery  virtuous  and  godly  woman.  1  have  oomflutfeed 
no  sin  with  her ;  and  that  which  hath  passed  betwixt 
us  was  very  honest  and  innocent  in  the  sight  of  69l>» 

A.  In  your  opinion,  perhaps,  sir,  as  yon  have  been 
often  told — (t.  e.  in  the  Tower,)  bat  this  is  not  fit 
discourse  in  this  place. 

JIfr.  Sheriff'  GimiUn. — Sir,  were  yon  ever  vaarried 
to  her. 

M.     This  is  not  a  time  to  answer  that  question. 

Mr.  Sheriff  OostKn.  Sir,  I  hoped  to  hare  heard 
of  your  repentance  for  the  treason  and  bloodsh^td^ 
which  have  been  committed. 

M.     I  die  very  penitent. 

A.    MyloBdt  it  is  it  to  bt^  jmrHnimr  j  ulid^^cOft- 
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which  the  first  sight  of  this  heart-rending  spectacle 
produced,  were  soon  succeeded  by  an  universal  and 
awful  silence,  a  respectful  attention,  and  affectionate 
anxiety  to  hear  every  syllable  that  should  pass  the  lips 
of  the  sufferer." 

The  following  particulars,  relating  to  this  affecting 
scene,  are  taken  from  a  very  scarce  pamphlet,  printed 
at  the  time  by  authority,*  and  are  here  given  verbatim. 

**  The  late  duke  of  Monmouth  came  from  the  Tower 
to  the  scaffold,  attended  by  the  bishop  of  Ely,  the 
bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  Dr.  Tennison,  and  Dr. 
^ooper,  which  four  the  king  was  graciously  pleased 
to  send  him,  as  his  assistants,  to  prepare  him  for  death ; 
and  the  late  duke  himself  intreated  all  four  of  themj^ 
to  accompany  him  to  the  place  of  execution,  and  to 
continue  with  him  to  the  last.  The  two  bishops,  gding 
in  the  lieutenant*s  coach  with  him  to  the  bars,  made 
seasonable  and  devout  applications  to  him  all  the  way ; 
and  one  of  them  desired  him  not  to  be  surprised,  if 
they  to  the  very  last,  upon  the  scaffold,  renewed  those 
exhortations  to  a  particular  repentance,  which  they 
had  so  often  repeated. 

"  At  his  first  coming  upon  the  scaffold,  he  looked 
for  the  executioner,  and,  seeing  him,  said,  ''  Is  this  the 
man  to  do  the  business  ?  Do  your  work  well." 

**  Then  the  late  duke  of  Monmouth  began  to  speak, 

'  It  was  said  that  a  brare  old  officer,  who  came  o? er  with  him, 
and  afterwards  accompanied  the  prince  of  Orange,  offered,  with  a 
small  party  of  horse,  to  fenture  through  the  guards,  and  take  the 
doke  off  the  scaffold ;  but  they  could  not  be  got  together.— FFei- 
tern  Martyrologyy  p.  164. 

!  R^dBted  ialoid  Smmi's  GoUtcaoo  of  Tf«€li|  t^L  I.  p.  •!«• 
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JT.    I  beg  your  lordship,  that  yoa  will  tHUk  to  my 

paper. 

A.     My  lord,  as  I  said  before,  there  is  nothing  in 
four  paper  about  the  doctrine  of  Nam^reristance. ' 
.  .M.     1  repent  of  all  things  that  a  true  christian  tmf^ 
to  repent  of.     1  am  to  die.     Pray  my  lord — 

A.  Then,  my  lord,  we  can  only  recommend  joa 
to  the  mercy  of  God  ;  but  we  cannot  pray  with  tkifc 
cheerfulness  and  encouragement,  as  we  shoold,  if  yoa 
had  made  a  particular  acknowledgment. 

M.  God  be  praised,  I  have  encouragement  enoogh 
in  myself :  I  die  with  a  clear  conscience :  I  have 
wrong^  no  man. 

A.  How,  sir,  no  man  !  Have  you  not  been  goilty 
of  ifitHmoii,  and  of  much  Mocwf,  which  has  been  shed ; 
and  it  may  be,  the  loss  of  manjf  souis,  who  followed 
you?   You  uuist  needs  have  wronged  a  g^reat  manj. 

M.     I  do^  sir,  own  thtU^  and  am  sorry  for  it. 

A.     Give  it  the  true  name,  sir,  and  call  it  reMIion. 

M.  What  name  you  please  sir.  I  am  sorry  for 
invading  the  kingdom ;  for  the  blood  that  has  been  shed; 
and  for  the  souls  which  may  have  been  lost  by  my 
means.    I  am  sorry  it  ever  happened.    \^This  he  spoke 

jUr.  Sheriff  Vandeput  [to  same^  ihat  stood  €U  a 
Stance.]  He  says,  he  is  very  sorry  for  invading  the 
kingdom. 

-  A.  We  have  nothing  to  add,  but  to  renew  the 
frequent  exhortations  we  have  made  to  you,  to  give 
some  satisfaction  for  the  public  injuries  to  the  kingdom. 
There  have  been  a  great  many  lives  lost  by 
tancc  of  your  Lawful  Painci;. 
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m.  What  I  have  done  has  been  very  ill ;  and  I  wish 
with  all  my  heart  it  had  never  been.  I  never  was  a 
man  that  delighted  in  blood  :  I  was  very  far  from  it : 
I  was  cautious  in  that  as  any  man  was.  The  Almighty 
knows  how  I  now  die,  with  all  the  joyfulness  in  the 
world. 

A.  God  grant  yoo  may,  sir!  God  give  you  true 
repentance  ! 

M.  If  I  had  not  true  repentance,  I  should  not  so 
easily  have  been  without  the  fear  of  dying.  I  shall 
die  like  a  Iamb. 

A.     Much  may  come  from  natural  courage. 

M.  I  do  not  attribute  it  to  my  own  nature,  for  I 
am  fearful  as  other  men  are ;  but  I  have  now  no  fear,  as 
you  may  see  by  my  face ;  but  there  is  something  within 
me  which  does  it,  for  I  am  sure  I  shall  go  to  God* 

A,     My  lord,  be  sure  upon  good  grounds.   Do  you 
repent  you  of  all  your  sins,  known  or  unknown^  con^ 
Jessed  or  not  confessed  ;  of  all  the  sins  which  might 
proceed  from  error  in  judgment  ? 

M.     In  general  for  all,  I  do  with  all  my  soul. 

A.  God  Almighty  of  his  infinite  mercy  forgive 
you !  Here  are  great  numbers  of  spectators :  here  are 
the  sheriffs;  they  represent  the  great  city;  and  in  speak- 
ing to  them,  you  speak  to  the  whole  city.  Make  some 
satisfaction  by  owning  your  crime  before  them.  [/Te 
was  silent  here.'] 

Then  all  went  to  solemn  commendatory  prayers,  which  continued 
for  a  good  space ;  the  late  dake  of  Monmouth  and  the  company 
kneeling,  and  joining  in  them  with  great  fervency. 

Prayers  being  ended,  before  he,  and  the  four  who  assisted  him, 
;were  risen  from  their  knees,  he  was  again  earnestly  exhorted  to  a 
trus  and  thorough  repentance. 

K  k 


^fk 
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Ai^r  they  were  nsen  up*  Ihe  \ias  exhorted  to  pmj 
-Tor  the  king;  and  was  asked,  whether  he  did  hot  deifife 
%q  send  soreie  dutiful  message  to  his  Majestt,  and 
to  recomniedcl  his  wife  and  children  to  bis  tnajerty^ 
4avour. 

31.  W  hat  harm  have  they  done  ?  Do  it,  if  yoa  ples^ 
I  pray  fur  him,  and  for  all  men. 

[  Then  ihe  versicles  were  repeated.] 

^.     O  Ltiril/shew  thy  mercy  iipbn  us! 

]t/.  [He  ma()e  the  response.]  And  grant  us  tby 
salvation ! 

A.  [It  followed.]  O  Lord,  save  the  king! 

gf.  And  mercifully  hear  us,  when  we  call  u^n  tAee ! 

4,  Sir,  do  you  not  pray  for  the  Ri^G  with  lis? 

[The  versiele  was  again  repeated.]  'O  'Lord*  gate 
toe  king ! 

iff.     [After  some  pause^tie  answered,]  Amenf 

Theo  he  spoke  to  the  executioner,  concerning  his  ^ndresring, 
&c.  and  he  would  hnve  no  cap,  he.  and  at  the  beginning  of  Ida 
undressing,  it  was  said  to  him  on  this  manner : 

A.  My  lord,  you  have  been  bred  a  soldier :  yoa 
will  do  a  generous,  christian  thing,  if  you  please  to  g-o 
to  the  rail,  and  speak  to  the  soldiers;  and  say,  that 
jhere  you  stand,  a  sad  example  of  rebellion,  and  entreat 
them  and  the  people  to  be  loyal  and  obedient  to  ihe 
king. 

M.  I  have  said  I  will  make  no  speeches:  I  will 
make  no  speeches :  /  come  to  die. 

A.     My  lord,  ten  words  will  be  enough. 

M.     Then  calling  his  servant,  and  giving  him  some- 

thidg  like  a  toothpick-case,  tlere,  (sdid  he;)  giTC  thia 

to  the  person  to  whom  you  iare  to  deliVer  th4  otbeff 
things. 
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M.  (To  the  executioner.)  Here  are  si.^guineas 
for  you :  pray  do  your  business  well :  do  not  serve  me 
as  you  did  my  lord  Russel.  1  have  heard  you  struck 
him  three  or  four  times.  Here,  (to  his  servant,)  take 
these  remaining  guineas,  and  give  them  to  him,  if  he 
does  his  work  well. 

Executioner.     I  hope  I  shall. 

JH.  If  you  strike  me  twice,  I  cannot  promise  you 
not  to  stir. 

During  his  undressing,  and  standing  towards  the  block,  there 
were  used  by  those  who  assisted  him  difcrs  ejaculations  proper  at 
that  time,  and  much  of  the  51st  Psalm  was  repeated,  and  partlciu 
larly,  ^^  Deliver  me  from  blood-goiltiness,  O  God,  thou  God,"  M, 

Then  he  lay  down,  and  soon  after  he  raised  himseh 
upon  his  elbow,  and  said  to  the  executioner,  **  Prithee, 
let  me  feel  the  axe  :*'  (he  felt  the  edge,  and  said,)  ''  I 
fear  it  is  not  sharp  enough.** 

Executioner.   It  is  sharp  enough,  and  heavy  enougH. 

Then  he  lay  down  again. 

During  this  space,  many  pious  ejaculations  were 
used  by  those  that  assisted  him,  with  great  fervency, 
ex.  gr.  God  accept  your  repentance !  God  accept 
your  repentance !  God  accept  your  Imperfect 
repentance  !  My  lord,  God  accept  your  6enera|; 
repentance!  GoD  Almighty  shew  his  Omnipotent 
mercy  upon  you  !  Father,  into  thy  hands  we  com- 
mend his  spirit,  &c.  Lord  Jesus,  receive  his  soul! 

Then  the  executioner  proceeded  to  do  his  office.* 

« 

'  ^/  But  under  such  distraction  of  mind,  that  he  fell  into  the  Tery 
error,  which  the  duke  had  so  earnestly  cautioned  him  to  afoid; 
wounding  him  at  first  so  slightly,  that  he  lifted  up  his  head,  aiid 
looked  hiqi  in  the  face,  as  if  to  upbraid  him,  for  making  his  death 
painfol ;  htut  said  nothing.    He  then  prostrated  bimielf  ag<^j  99^ 
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JUDGE    JEFFREYS^S   BLOODY   ASSIZES. 

The  bead  being  taken  off,  the  accomplices  were 
pursued  witb  severity.  For,  wbereas  "  wise  and  good 
princes/*  it  has  been  well  observed,  "  content  them- 
selves, onsuch  occasions,  witb  punisbingtberingleaders^ 
and  some  few  adherents,  now,  by  a  barbarity  not  to  be 
paralleled  in  the  reigns  of  Nero,  Caligula,  or  the 
most  celebrated  tyrants,  not  only  those  who  bad  been 
actually  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  but  even  those 
who  had  any  way  assisted,  or  so  much  as  harboured 
them,  whether  they  could  help  it  or  not,  were  equally 
involved  in  the  crime  of  his  insurrection.*'  * 

The  lord  chief  justice  Jeffreys,  with  four  other  judg^, 
and  a  body  of  troops  commanded  by  colonel  Rirke» 
was  sent  into  the  west,  with  a  special  commission,  to 
try  all,  who  had,  in  any  degree,  countenanced  or  aided 
the  duke  of  Monmouth  and  his  followers.  He  set  out, 
on  his  cruel  mission,  the  latter  end  of  August ;  '^  whea 
he  breathed  death,**  as  the  historian  expresses  it,  <'  like 
a  destroying  angel,  and  sanguined  his  very  ermines  with 
blood." 

He  opened  his  commission  at  Winchester;  where 
the  lady  Lisle,  for  concealing  Mr.  Hickes,  a  non- 
conformist minister,  and  Mr.  Nelthorp,  was  arraig^Md 
for  high-treason.  In  vain  did  the  aged  prisoner  plead 
that  these  persons  had  been  put  into  no  proclamation ; 

in  the  Presence  of  the  Lords  Bishops  of  Ely,  and  Bath  and  Weltii^ 
Dr.  Tennison,  and  Dr.  Hooper.  And  also  the  Copy  of  his  Letter 
to  his  Majesty  after  he  was  taken,  dated  at  Ringwood^  in  Hantshire, 
the  8th  of  July.  London,  Printed  for  Robert  Home,  John  Baktr^ 
and  Benjamin  Took,  1685. 
'  History  of  William  IIL  vol.  i.  p.  101. 
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bad  been  convicted  by  no  verdict }  and  that  nO  mao 
coald  be  denominated  a  traitor,  till  the  sentence  of  aome 
legal  court  was  passed  upon  him :  that  it  appeared  Qc€ 
By  any  proof,  that  she  was  so  much  as  acquainted  wifb 
the  guilt  of  the  |iersons,  or  had  even  heard  of  thiiv 
joining  in  the  rebellion  of  Monmouth :  that,  thoilgiS 
abe  might  be  obnoxious  on  account  of  her  family*  it 
"was  well  known,  that  her  heart  was  ever  loyal,  and  tbiit 
iio  person  in  England  had  shed  more  tears  for  the  tragi- 
dil  event,  in  which  her  husband  had  unfortunately  bornfe 
loo  larfife  a  share:  and  that  the  same  urincibl^ 
"wliich  she  herself  had  ever  embraced,  she  had  careniDj 
iMtiUed  into  her  son,  and  bad  at  that  very  time  aenft 
lum  to  fight  against  those  very  rebels,  whom  she  wak 
now  accused  of  harbouring.  Although  the  jury  twite 
Drought  her  in  nai  guiUgf  the  menaces  of  the  Jiulg^ 
terrified  them  into  an  alteration  of  their  verdiCt,aiKit&e 
third  time  they  pronounced  her  guiUy*  Jeffreys  mi^ 
tenced  her  to  be  burned;  and  the  only  favour  that'comA 
TO  obtained  was,  that  she  suouid  be  bebeaded,  whicn 
was  carried  into  execution  on  the  2d  of  September, 
1685.' 

■  The  lady  Lisle,  or  more  properly  Mr«.  Alfcfa  Lisle,  was  the 
wUow  of  John  Lisle,  esq.  one  of  the  regicides,  who  had  enjoyed 
^rest  faTour  and  aothority  under  Cromwell,  having  been  one  of  bis 
^Pffdi,  (whence  the  title  of  lady  which  Mrs.  LisU  enjoyed,)  and 
president  of  the  high  court  of  justice,  and  who,  haftog  fied  after  the 
restoration  to  Lausanne,  in  Switzerland,  was  there  assassinated  by 
ihree  Irish   ruffians.     Jeffreys,  who   had  previously  resolved  to 
make  a  sacrifice  of  this  lady,  had  obtained  of  James  IL  a  promiae 
th%t  he  would  not  pardon  her ;  which  the  king  owned  to  the  eail  of 
Feversham,  when  he,  upon  the  offer  of  one.thonsaiid.pottttda|lf  he 
could  obtain  her  pardon^  wept  and  begged  it.    Jeflrejrf  afinsed 
to  the  jury,  VFON  uis  honour  !  (monstrum  homiiditm  !J  that 


HISTORY  OF  TAUNTON.  ^OS 

fi^rom  \Vinchester  Jeffreys  proceeded  to  Salisbury. 
T))e  prisoners  that  had  been  taken  up  in  different  parti» 
of  ^he  country,  and  thrown  into  that  gaoU  with  thoae^ 
brqqght  frooi  Winchester^  were  by  order  removed  i<> 
Porcbester,  at  which  place  the  judge  arrived  oa 
Tjiursday  Sep^inber  the  third.  After  an  excellent 
sermon,  on  Friday  morning,  inculcating  mercy,  at 
which,  as  well  as  in  the  prayers,  the  chief  justice  was- 
seen  to  laugh,  he  repaired  to  the  court,  which,  by  his 
direction,  was  hung  with  red  cloth.  Having  delivered 
a  cjbarge,  fraught  with  severe  sentiments,  and  pro- 
nounced with  passionate  vehemence,  he  adjourned  unfil 
eight  o* clock  the  next  morning,,  and  a  bill  was  found 
ag^ijQst  thirty  persons.  Th^y  put  themselves  on  their 
trials,  notwitl^standing  jhis  lordship*s  threajteniDfl^y. 
'',tjbat  if  any  did  put  themselves  on  trial,  and  the 
co^ipli'y  found  i^h^m  guilty,  tjiey  should  have  but  little 

Hickes  and  Nehhorpe  had  confessed  they  had  been  with  the  duke 
of  Monmouth.  This  was  to  turn  witness  against  her,  after  which 
he  ought  not  to  have  sat  as  judge  In  the  business  ;  yet  he  charged 
the  jury,  in  a  roost  violent  manner,  to  bring  her  in  guilty.  The 
audience  were  greatly  affected  with  such  unusual  behaviour  io  a 
judge  ;  only  the  person  most  concerned,  the  lady  herself,  who  wSt 
then  upwards  of  seventy,  was  so  little  mo?ed,  that  »he  fell  asleNB|^ 
The  jury  brought  her  in  not  guiliy^  but  the  execrable  Jefltejra^ 
in  great  fury,  sent  them  out  again ;  yet  they  brought  her  in,  a  second 
time,  not  guilty.  Jeffreys  now  seemed  as  if  in  a  transport  of  rage, 
threatening  them  with  an  attaint  of  treason.  Thus,  o?t*rcome  wttii 
fear,  they  at  the  third  time  brought  her  in  guilty.  She  died  express^ 
ing  grent  joyfulness  that  she  suffered  for  an  act  of  charity  and  piety.. 
Aer  remainr  were  deposited  in  Kllingham  chnrch.yard,  near  Ring, 
wood,  in  ilants. — Uume's  History  of  England^  vol.  riii.  p.^4-— 
Oldm^ixan'i  Hiii.  o/JheStuarUy  p.  706.— Topographety  loUVf^ 
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time  to  live/'  At  the  same  time,  he  inrinaatedy  '*  tint 
it  were  better  to  plead  guilty,  if  they  expected  itfjr 
favour.**  Twenty-nine  were  found  guilty.  Tbey  wef^ 
all  immediately  condemned,  and  no  intercesmn  or 
influence  could  procure  even  a  respite  of  the  execatiott^ 
whi^h,  with  respect  to  thirteen,  was  fixed  for  the 
Monday  folio winjir,  when  they  according^ly  snflered'A 
Dorchester.  Among  these  were  Mr.  Greorge'Stewart^ 
of  Colyton ;  Mr.  Joseph  Speed,  of  the  same  ]^lacet  k 
person  of  unblemished  reputation;  Mr.  Bmithf  of 
Chardstock,  who,  having  some  militia-money  in  faft 
hands,  had  been  compelled  to  deliver  it  to  a  party  of 
the  duke  of  Monmouth's  men ;  and  Mr.  Bragg,  k 
gentleman  of  an  ancient  family,  and  an  attorney  at 
Chardstock,  who  had,  reluctantly,  been  constrained,  as 
he  was  returning  home  from  holding  a  court,  to  direct 
some  of  the  duke's  men  to  the  house  of  a  Romtfn 
catholic,  where  they  expected  to  meet  with  some  arms. 

This  harsh  proceeding  was  intended  to  shorten  tlie 
business,  and  to  tempt  others  to  a  confession,  without 
which,  not  a  tenth  part  of  them  conld  have  been  prov^ 
guilty.  To  entrap  the  ignorant  and  the  unwary,  two 
officers  were  sent  to  the  gaol,  to  call  over  the  names  of 
the  prisoners,  with  a  promise  of  mercy,  if  they  confessed, 
which  many  did ;  but  this  step  was  so  artfully  managed, 
that  the  officers  themselves,  if  they  pleaded  not  s/wUfy, 
were  to  ground  an  evidence  against  them,  on  their  own 
confessions.  The  remainder,  except  a  very  few^  were 
thus  disposed  to  plead  guiUy.  This  manoeuvre  put  an 
end  to  the  trials. 

In  this  concise  way,  two  hundred  and  ninety-two 
were  at  once  sentenced  to  deaths  about  eighty  of  w)M(m 
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were  executed.  One  Mr.  Thomas  Lawrence,  by  an 
application  to  the  judge's  favourites,  purchased  hit 
life ;  but  was  obliged  to  pay  down  two  hundred 
pounds,  and  to  give  a  bond  for  two  hundred  pounds 
more;  though  the  only  charge  that  lay  against  hioi 
was,  that  he  had  recovered  but  one  horse  out  of  three, 
which  a  party  of  the  duke's  noien  had  taken  out  of  a 
barn  belonging  to  an  estate  in  the  parish  of  Lyme,  of 
which  he  was  the  steward. 

From  Dorchester  the  chief  justice  went  to  Exeter; 
where  two  hundred  and  forty-three  persons  were  in 
custody  for  assisting  the  duke  of  Monmouth.  One  of 
them,  Mr.  Fourakers,  pleading  not  guilty^  on  the  jury 
finding  a  verdict  against  him,  was  immediately  sen- 
tenced and  executed,  to  terrify  the  rest,  who  all 
pleaded  guilty.  They  were  all  condemned,  but  not 
so  great  a  proportion  suffered  as  in  Dorsetshire. 

Taunton  was  the  next  theatre  of  his  rage  and 
cruelty ;  where  he  opened  his  commission  with  a 
charge  full  of  sharp  invectives.  In  this  town,  and  at 
Wells,  were  more  than  five  hundred  prisoners.  On 
the  next  morning  the  assizes  began ;  when  some  pnt 
themselves  on  their  trial,  and  were  found  guilty,  of 
which  number  was  Mr.  Simon  Hamlin,  a  man  6f 
exemplary  and  respectable  character.  He  lived  several 
miles  from  the  town,  and,  on  hearing  that  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  was  there,  went  into  Taunton,  to  advise 
and  urge  his  son,  who  resided  there,  not  to  take  a 
part;  and  was  there  again  on  business  on  the  follow- 
ing market-day  :  being  a  dissenter  he  fell  under 
suspicion.  The  mayor  favoured  the  prosecution, 
and,  on  the  evidence  of  two  profligate  men^  he  wm 
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coQvictod.  The  mayor  attemptedt  afterwartffl^  to  favi 
hit  life,  declarinii^  to  the  juciye,  that  be  had  comoutfo^ 
him  by  mistake ;  to  which  Jeffreysi  replied,  ^  Top 
liave  bruuji^ht  him  od  :  if  he  be  inoocent^  bin  bloo4  bp 
apon  you/'  This  first  oruelty  induced  the  rest  tl^ 
plead  pdlitf,  in  hopes  of  favour;  though  the  oa)|f 
favour  granted  was  a  respite  for  a  few  clays»  w||i^ 
those  that  pleaded  noi  guiUy  could  not  obtain. 

The  same  expeditious  process*  the  same  sev^Ra 
charges  to  the  gentlemen,  the  same  menaces  to  juries 
were  used  at  Wells,  an  at  other  places,  l^  the  wbohi  «f 
his  circuit  two  hundred  and  sixty-one  were  execqil^ 
At  Axbrkige,  six  suffered;  at  Batb,  six;  at  Bridgr. 
water,  nine ;  at  Bniton,  three ;  at  Chafd,  twelve  ;  ft 
Gaatle-cary,  three ;  at  Crewkerae»  ten  ;  at  Ch^mtfff^ 
Ifeodip,  two;  at  Dorchester^  thirteen ;  at  Cotl^^lieKtjOPy 
two;  at  Duuster,  three;  at Dulverton,  three;  tX  Frofo^^ 
tw«lf« ;  at  Glastonbury,  sia^ ;  at  Ilchester,  tweli^e  j  at 
Ilminster,  twelve;  at  Keynsham,  eleven;  at  Langp^rl, 
three;  at  Lyme,  twelve;  at  Minehead,  six;  at  S^il- 
ftiorne-Port,  two ;  at  Nether-Stowey,  three ;  at  JPe^p- 

\^\  ford,  twelve;  at  Philip's-Norton,  twelve;  at  PorJock^ 

two;  at  Redcliff-Hill,  Bristol,  six;  at  Sheptoo-Malet, 
Airteen ;  at  Somerton,  seven ;  at  South-Pethertop^ 

jj  three ;  at  Stoke-Courcy,  two ;  at  Stogumber,  three  ; 

at  Taunton,  nineteen;  at  Wincanton,  si;|L;  at  Wel- 
lington, three;  at  Wells,  eight;  at  Wiveliscomb^ 

I  three ;    at    Wrington,   three ;  and  at  Yeovil,  eight. 

1^,  Thus  death,  in  its  most  terrifying  forms,  was  exhibited 

I  in 'every  quarter;  and  the  country  overflowed  with 

Mood.     Every  part  of  it  shewed  spectacles^  ;at  whiQVi 
decency. blmbed,:Andihumanity  ibltfkkftd.  Kbe  ti\m 
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of  faneral  were  denied  to  those  who  suffered;  th# 
houses  and  steeples  were  covered  with  their  headv; 
l(nd  the  trees  laden  (ilitiost  ds  thick  \i^ith  quarters,  ar 
with  leaves.  The  eye  wad  every  where  shocked  with 
the  sight  of  carcases ;  and  the  bleeding  hearts  of  thli 
relatives  were  again  wonnded  with  the  view  of  ik 
pareht*s,  a  son's,  or  a  brother's  limbs. 

Numbers,  condemned  to  die,  were  afterwards  deli- 
vered over  to  certain  g^entlemen,  for  transportatibti : 
as,  to  sir  Philip  Howard,  twd  hundred ;  to  sir  Willtanfi 
Booth,  two  hundred ;  16  ^r  William  Stapletoui  onfe 
liuildrecl ;  to  sir  Chrii^tdphel'  Musgrave,  one  huhdred; 
to  Jeromie  Niptib,  eiiq.  dtie  hundred  ;  to  captain  Johh 
Price,  filTty  ;  and,  besidel^  these,  to  the  queeu's  order, 
one  huhdi*ed.  In  all,  eight  faundrled  and  fifty.  About 
six  of  tbeise  wei'e  after  A^&rds  pardbUlsd,  and  others  weH» 
transported  in  their  stead.  A  cobsideraUe  numbed 
were  continued  in  g^o)  ;  many  Veere  fifidd  ;  and  mmij 
of  those,  who  were  pardoned  or  discharged,  owed  their 
preservation,  not  to  the  equity  and  tnercy,  but  to  tbe 
avarice  of  their  judge.  Fot*  pardons  tvere  not  gratitted 
according  to  the  innocence,  but  Isold  according  to 
the  wealth  of  the  suitor ;  diffei*ent  sums,  from  ten  pbunds 
io  fourteen  thousand  guineas,  being  the  purdiase  6{ 


Of  those  who  escaped  execution,  or  transportation, 
twenty  were  condemned,  but  their  nanles  omitted  ih 
the  warrant  for  execution  ;  fifty* two  received  sehti^ncf^, 
but  were  kept  in  gaol  till  further  orders ;  seventy -five 
were  recommended  to  his  majesty's  mercy  ;  fifty-thtlte 
oVtaiUed'pardon^  byliurfeiidering  within  four  dayv  after 
the  proclamation ;  thirty-five  were  fittted  tftr'^lilt^; 
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aflfbrdecl  by  the  case  of  Mr.  Tutchin,  a  young  gentle* 
man  of  Hampshire,  engaged  in  the  duke  of  Mod-* 
fnobth*s  interest,  and  who  was  committed  to  prison 
under  the  assumed  name  of  Thomas  Pitts.     Under 
this  name  he  was  tried,  and,  no  person  appearing  at 
evidence  against  him,  was  acquitted  of  rebellion.  But 
Jeffreys,  before  he  was  discharged  from  prison,  having 
discovered  his  true  name,   resolved  to  revenge  the 
deception,  saying,  ^*  he  was  never  so  far  outwitted  by 
an  old  or  young  rogue  in  his  life."  He  first  tried  to 
draw  from  the  young  gentleman,  by  an  examination, 
and  by  the  management  of  the  gaoler,  confessions  that 
might  convict  himself,  and  information  that  might 
impeach  some    gentlemen   in    Hampshire.      Being 
defeated  herein  by  the  caution  and  reserve  of  Mr. 
Tutchin,  he  summoned  him  to  the  hall  again ;  but  not 
choosing  to  indict  him  for  rebellion^  he  passed  on  him, 
for  changing  his  name,  the  following  sentence:  ^*  That 
he  should  remain  in  prison  during  the  space  of  seven 
years ;   that  once  every  year  he  should  be  whipped 
through  all  the  market  towns  in  Dorsetshire ;  that  he 
should  pay  a  fine  of  one  hundred  marks  to  the  king ; 
and  find  security  for  his  good  behaviour  during  life." 
At  this  sentence  the  ladies  in  the  court  burst  into 
tears  ;  which  Jeffreys  observing,  turned  to  them,  and 
said,  *'  Ladies,  if  you  did  but  know  what  a  villain  this  is, 
as  well  as  I  do,  you  would  say,  that  this  sentence  is  not 
half  bad  enough  for  him."    The  clerk  of  the  arraigns 
observed  to  his  lordship,   **  that  as  there  were  a  great 
many  market  towns  in  the  county,  the  sentence  reached 
to  a  whipping  about  once  a  fortnight ;  and  Mr.  Tutchin 
was  a  very  young  man." — *'  Aye,"  said  Jeffreys^  ''he 
|s  a  very  yminp,  rnani  bat  an  old  roguis;  and  all  tli« 
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iBterest  in  Eng^laqd  sha*n*t  reverse  the  Jentence  I  liavj^ 
|ias9ed  on  him/'  Mr.  Tutchin  drew  np  a  petiticm  AP 
Ihelking^,  requesting  as  a  favour  that  he  might  be  hang^ 
fnth  hiftfellow^  prisoners,  rather  than  undergo  this  severe 
ientence.  T|ie  king*  as  well  as  the  court,  was  seiisil^ 
of  its  barbarous  force ;  but  all  the  answer  which  csooU 
be  obtained  was,  **  that  Mr.  Tutehin  mast  wait  witfi 
patience."  Upon  this  he  endeavoured  to  purchase 
a  pardon;  but  Jeffreys  would  not  hear  his  nam^ 
mentioned.'    A  day  or  two  before  the  executioa  of  the 

'  The  Rot.  Mark  Noble,  In  his  Contiooation  of  Granger's  Bio- 
f^raphical  History,  (vol.  ii.  p.  311.)  thus  speaks  of  this  gentlenaa  : 

^^  John  Tutchin,  esq.  a  petnlant  poiitical  writer,  promoted  fbB 
febellion  of  Monmonth  by  his  publications.  He  was  every  i[aj 
fOAtemptible ;  yet  considered  himself,  at  the  rerolution,  not  oaly  a 
persecute  patriot,  but  a  genius  worthy  to  celebrate  and  protect  ti|a 
mcred  name  of  liberty  ;  and,  not  deterred  by  former  sufferings,  tke 
political  mania  continued  upon  him  in  great  strength.  He  had 
fMrinted  in  his  <^  Obserrator,"  for  1703,  certain  reflectioat,  wbidi 
•were  so  obnoxious  to  the  ministry,  that  a  proclamation  was  ittued, 
.tffering  one  hundred  pounds  for  apprehending  him.  Tntchin  attempt* 
ed  poetry,  as  well  as  proso,  and  published  his  ^^  Poems,"  in  1695. 
lie  besides  affocted  dramatic  writing;  and,  as  a  specimen,  published 
^^  The  Unfortunate  Shepherd  ;"  upon  which  Granger  remarks^  that 
he  was  not  more  unfortunate  when  he  was  whipped,  than  when  he 
produced  this  drama,  for  his  genius  did  not  soar  higher  than  was 
necessary  for  a  woeful  ballad.  His  ^^  Foreigners^"  published  In  the 
reign  of  William  III.  produced  the  ^^  Troe.bom  EngVishman  ;"  and 
his  other  writings,  in  that  of  queen  Anne,  contributed  to  change  the 
ministry.  The  hangman  did  justice  on  some  of  his  paper  misdeeds 
in  Dublin  ;  and  some  persons  in  England,  offended  by  his  scDrrilitj, 
4 took  so  severe  a  personal  vengeance  on  him,  that  he  died  in  coiiae« 
^neoce,. November  23,  1707,  aged  44." 

Pope  has  immortalized  him  in  the  Dunciad  : — 

^^  Careless  on  high,  stood,  unabash'd,  De  Foe, 
And  TuTCHiN|  flagrant  frpm  the  scourge^  bdow." 
'  There  is  a  pertmU  of  Mr.  TutcUo,  9DgraT€#  bf  Vaq^r  6«cht 
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sentence,  he  was  attacked  with  the  small  pox,  to  a 
severe  degree,  and  lay  by  himself,  in  this  condition, 
without  any  help,  but  from  his  fellow-prisoners;  be* 
cause  no  one  was  allowed  to  have  any  communicatioil 
with  the  gaol,  where  some  scores  died,  every  week, •of 
a  pestilential  disorder.  While  he  was  lying  in  this 
miseral>le  condition,  and  'his  life  despaired  of,  the 
judge  was  brought  over  to  reverse  his  sentence/ 

It  is  not  possible  to  conceivetthemisery  and  desola- 
tion,   which  these   proceddings  spread  through  the 
<50untry;  which,  "  with  the  besom  of  his  cruelties,'* 
this^man,  v^ho,  ^s  bishop  'Burnet  expresseth  it,  was 
perpetually  drunk,  or  in  a  rage,  more  like  a  fury  tbau 
m  judge,  swept  a  way  before  him^  and  depopulstsd, 
instead  of  punished.     *MYoung  and  old  were  hangtd 
by  clusters,  as  if  the  chief  justice  Jhad  designed  to  raise 
the  price  of  halters;  families  were  extirpated ;  and,' on 
bare  suspicion,  a  great  number  were  transported  beyond 
sea,  amd  sold  for  slaves,  and  the  purchase  money  given 
laway  to  papists."^      England  never  saw  such  scenes 
of  violence,  rage,  and  cruelty,  under  the  form  of  law. 
Lord  Stawel,  though  a  tory,  was  so  shocked  at  the 
measures  of  Jeffreys,  that  he  refused  to  see  him.     To 
resent  this  affront,  the  judge  commanded,  that  colonel 
Bovet,  a  gentleman  of  Taunton,  should  be  executed 
at  Cotheleston,  where  lord  Stawel  then  resided.' 

'  Western  Milrtyrologj,  p.  934^327.  After  this,'  Mr.  Tntckia 
Tiiited  the  chief  justice  in  the  tovrer. 

*  Western  Martyrologj,  p.  164,  and  Secret  Hbtory  of  the  Raigiif 
'#f  Chartet  II.  and  Jatnes  II.  p.  190. 

f  iMkft^i  WMern  ll^UiOi^  p.  9,  mots,  t 
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SUFFERERS  AT    TAUNTON. 

In  a  history  of  Taunton,  it  may  be  properly  expected, 
that,  besides  taking  this  general  view  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  chief  justice,  some  particular  notice  shoald  be 
paid  to  the  memory  of  those,  who  suffered  in  this  town. 

The  HewlingM. 
Among  these,  Mr.  Benjamin  Hewling  was  a  lead- 
ing character.   He  was  the  son  of  an  eminent  Turkey 
merchant,  in  London ;  a  young  gentleman  of  good 
education,  of  singular  attainments  in   mathematics 
and  natural  philosophy,   of  a  graceful  person,  mt- 
tainted  morals,  and  unaffected  piety.    He,  and  iiis 
brother,  Mr.  William  Hewling,  engaged,  as  their 
own  words  were,  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth^  ^-  lor 
the  English  liberties  and  the  protestant  religion.^ 
They  came  over  with  tlie  duke,  and  the  former  had 
the  command  of  a  troop  of  horse ;  the  latter  was  a  liea-. 
tenant  of  foot.  Mr.  Benjamin  He wlinghad  particularly 
signalized  himself  in  several  skirmishes;  and,  a  Uttk 
before  the  battle  of  Sedgeraoor,  was  sent,   with  a 
detachment  of  his  own  troop  and  two  more,  to  fetch 
cannon  from  Minehead ;  but  came  not  up,  till  the  field 
was  lost.  As  the  best  of  Monmouth's  men  were  in  this 
detachment,  the  fatal  catastrophe  of  the  day  was  sup- 
posed to  be  much  owing  to  their  absence.     After  the 
dispersing,  of  the  duke's  anny,Mr.  Benjamin  Hewling, 
with  his  brother,  fled,  and  put  to  sea ;  but  were  driven 
back,  and,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives,  got  to  shore. 
Seeing  the  country  filled  with  soldiers,  and  every  way 
of  defence  or  escape  cut  off,  they  surrendered  th^n- 
selves  prisoners  to  a  gentleman,  who  resided  near 
the  place  of  their  landing ;  and,  from  thencei  were  sent 
t0  Exeter  gaol,  on  the  twelfth  of  July. 
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They  were  kept  here  some  days,  and  their  behaviour 
secured  the  respect  of  those  who  were  inimical  to  their 
cause.  On  the  27th  of  July,  they  were  put  on  board 
the  Swan  frigate,  to  be  conveyed  to  London.  Their 
carriage,  during  the  passage,  conciliated  the  kindness 
of  the  captain  and  officers.  When  they  arrived  in  the 
river  Thames,  captain  Richardson,  the  keeper  of  New- 
gate, took  them  into  his  custody,  and  conducted  them 
to  that  prison.  Here  they  were  separated,  heavy  irons 
put  on  them,  and  their  friends  denied  access  to  them. 
After  great  importunity  and  expense,  some  of  their 
near  relations  had  permission  to  speak  a  few  words  to 
them,  in  the  presence  of  the  keeper ;  to  which  they 
replied,  *•  They  were  contented  with  the  will  of  God, 
whatever  it  should  be." 

After  three  weeks'  confinement  in  Newgate,  orders 
were  given  to  bring  them  down  into  the  west  for  trial. 
On  being  told  this,  they  answered,  "  They  were  glad 
of  it."    The  cheerfulness  of  their  deportment,  at  their 
leaving  this   prison,  surprised    the   spectators;    who 
said,  ^'  Surely  they  had  received    their    pardon,  else 
they  could  never  carry  it  with  that  cheerfulness  and 
courage."    But  the  fact  was,  that,  whatever  hopes  they 
received  from  their  friends,  they  had  no  expectations 
of  this  for  themselves,  from  first  to  last.     In  their 
journey   to   Dorchester,  the  keepers,   who  attended 
them,  declared,  "  that   their  carriage  was  so  grave, 
serious,  and  christian,  that  it  made  them  admire  to  see 
and  hear  what  they  did  from  such  young  men."  And, 
though  their  situation,  on  their  journey,  from  the  heavy 
irons  with  which  they  were  loaded,  and  the  inhuman 
treatment  they  met  with,  was  particularly  painful;  ye^ 
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they  pre^ervecly  thitw^^h  it,  tfi^  voiit  mmyuMre,  and 
tranquillity  of  mind*  lisw:^  MAnr^l  ii«  jiiar,     Tliey  pio- 
fessedt  *^  that  they  were  bcttar.  jui  n  m  aMw^e  happy 
condition,  than  ever  in  their  fivm^  irmm  the  sense  of 
tJke  pi\rdoning  love  of  G0D9  m  Jesas  CTknity  to  their 
S(Mds ;  wholly  referring  themselTe^  i»  dwir  wise  and 
^rr^ciou^  God,  to  choose  for  the«i  fife  or  death;** 
«X|vrvs!ang  themselves  thus  :   '*  Any  tlun^  that  pleases 
God,  what  he  sees  best,  so  be  it :  we  know  that  be  is 
able  to  deliver,  but,  if  not,  blessed  be  his  aaine :  death 
is  not  terrible  aow,  but  desirable-*'    Mr.  Benjamin 
Uewling  particularly  added,  •*  As  for  .the  world,  there 
is  nothing  in  it  to  make  it  worth  while  to  live,  except 
We  may  be  serviceable  to  God  therein.**    And  after- 
wards he  said^  **  Oh !  God  is  a  strong  refuge :  I  have 
found  him  so  indeed.** 

On  the  6th  of  September,  he  was  commanded  to  be 
conducted,  for  trial,  to  Taunton ;  and  on  taking  leave 
x)f  a  near  relation,  who  staid  at  Dorchester,  to  see  the 
issue  of  his  brother's  trial,  be  said,  "  Oh !  blessed  be 
God  for  afflictions:  I  have  found  such  happy  effects, 
that  I  would  not  have  been  without  them  for  all  this 
worhl." 

Tht^  ovcnt  of  his  trial  was,  his  being  condemned  to 
dW.  To  tho  end  he  continued  to  express  a  superiority 
l\^  tht*  fiNir  of  death,  a  cheerful  expectation  of  it,  and 
A  \li\vn^^  st>uso  of  spiritual  and  eternal  things ;  com- 
pU^uiii\^^'  of  nothing  in  his  circumstances,  but  want  of  a 
phuv  of  relirtnnt  nt,  to  give  full  and  uninterrupted  vent 
to  hi*  dt^votionul  feelings.  He  expressed  great  plea- 
sury»  in  the  review  of  the  penitent  sentiments,  with 
which  his  mind   had  been  impressed^  and  of  the 
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conviction  be  had  of  the  blessedness  of  a  reconciliation 
with  God,  the  excellency  of  holiness,  and  the  pleasures 
of  piety.  To  these  sentiments  he  was  no  stranger, 
during*  the  hurries  of  a  military  life  ;  but  he  reflected 
on  his  confinement  in  Newgate,  as  the  sweetest  period 
of  his  existence,  because  then  they  were  the  most 
lively  and  powerful. 

He  spoke  of  the  disappointment,  that  had  attended 
the  cause,  in  which  he  had  embarked,  with  much 
concern  and  grief;  because  of  the  connection  he 
conceived  it  had  with  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
freedom  of  his  country ;  but,  as  to  the  personal  pros* 
perity,  which  might  have  arisen  from  it,  he  declared, 
^'  that  it  appeared  to  him  of  small  account,  as  it  could 
not  have  been  either  satisfying  or  permanent,  for  death 
would  have  put  a  period  to  it  all."  He  added,  **  that 
perhaps  he  might  have  been  so  foolish  as  to  have  been 
captivated  with  it,  to  the  neglect  of  eternal  concerns; 
and,  in  this  view,  his  present  circumstances  were 
incomparably  better.'* 

His  conversation  was  tinctured  with  expressions  of 
great  delight  in  the  most  holy  and  virtuous  characters, 
of  strong  compassion  for  the  special  welfare  of  others, 
and  of  earnest  solicitude  to  awaken  them  to  serious 
views  and  sentiments;  saying,  **  that  death  and  eternity 
are  such  weighty  concerns,  that  the  way  to  receive 
death  cheerfully  is  to  prepare  for  it  seriously;  and 
that,  if  God  should  please  to  spare  their  lives,  there 
was  the  same  reason  to  be  serious,  and  spend  their 
remaining  days  in  his  fear  and  service."  He  took 
great  care  to  maintain  the  worship  of  GoD  with  his 
fellow-prisoners. 
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Three  or  four  days  before  he,  or  they,  who  were 
condemned  with  him,  were  to  suffer  death,  there  was 
a  report  that  no  more  should  die ;  on  which  he  said, 
^*  I  don't  know  what  God  hath  done,  beyond  oar 
expectations :  if  he  doth  prolong  my  life,  1  am  sure  it 
IS  all  his  own,  and,  by  his  grace,  I  will  wholly  devote 
it  to  him."     But  this  report  was  not  well  founded; 
and  so  far  was  it  from  being  true,  that,  when  Miss 
Hannah  Mewling,  his  sister,  supplicated  the  judge's 
mercy,  in  behalf  of  her  brother,  and  offered  one  hun- 
dred pounds  for  the  respite  of  the  execution,  for  two  days 
only,  he  refused  her  even  this  small  favour;  and^  as  she 
hung  on  his  coach,  imploring  his  attention  to  her  suit^ 
he  commanded  the  coachman  to  cut  her  hands  and 
jBngers  with  his  whip,  to  make  her  let  go  her  hold. 
And  on  the  29th  of  September,  about  ten  or  eleven  at 
jaight,  they  were  told  they  must  die  the  next  morning. 
This  notice  was  sudden  and  unexpected;  on  which 
Mr.  Hewling  made  this  reflection :  '<  Though  men 
design  to  surprise,  God  doth,  and  will,  perform  his 
word,  to  be  a  very  present  help  in  trouble.** 

On  the  morning  of  his  execution,  his  cheerfulness 
and  comfort  were  much  increased;  and  he  waited  for 
the  sheriff,  with  the  greatest  serenity  of  mind,  saying", 
"  Now  the  will  of  God  is  determined,  to  whom  1  have 
referred  it,  and  he  hath  chosen,  most  certainly,  that 
which  is  best*'  Afterwards,  with  a  smiling  counte- 
nance, he  discoursed  on  the  glory  of  heaven,  remark<- 
ing,  with  much  delight,  on  the  3d,  4th,  and  5th  verses 
of  the  22d  chapter  of  Revelations.  Then  he  desired  to 
have  the  2d  of  Corinthians^  chap.  v.  to  the  10th  verse, 
read  to  him.  His  comforts  increased,  and  be  expressed 
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his  pleasurable  hopes,  and  good  assurance,  of  his  interest 
in  this  glorious  inheritance,  and  of  his  bein«-  about  to 
take  possession  of  it.    On  this  ground  he  said,  •*  Death 
was  more  desirable  than  life,  and  that  he  had  rather 
die  than  live  any  longer,"     As  to  the  manner  of  hi» 
death,  he  said,  "  When  I  have  considered  others  under 
these  circumstances,  I  have  thought  it  very  dreadful ; 
but,  now  God  hath  called  me  to  it,  I  bless  God  I 
have  quite  other  apprehensions   of  it :    I   can  now 
cheerfidly  embrace  it  as  an  easy  passage  to  glory* 
And,  though  death  separates  us  from  the  enjoyment  of 
each  other  here,  it  will  be  but  a  very  short  time,  and 
then  we  shall  meet  in  such  enjoyments,  as  now  we 
cannot  conceive,  and  for  ever  rejoice  in  each  other^s 
happiness."   Then,  reading  the  scriptures,  and  musings 
with  himself,  he  intimated  the  great  comfort  he  derived 
from  it,  saying,  *'  O  what  an  invaluable  treasure  is  the 
blessed  word  of  God  !  in  all  conditions  there  is  a  store 
of  strong  consolations."  One  desiring  his  bible,  he  suid^ 
**  No,  this  shall  be  my  companion  to  the  last  moment 
of  my  life."     He  and  his  fellow-sufferers  maintained 
and  displayed  the  same  serene,  cheerful,  and  devout 
frame  of  mind  to  the  last  moment :  the  spectators 
were  affected  and  astonished,  saying,  **  that  it  both 
broke   and    rejoiced   Hieir   hearts,   and   made   death 
appear  with  another  aspect."     The  soldiers,  who  had 
insultingly  said,  "Surely  these  persons  have  no  thoughts 
of  death,  but  will  find  themselves  surprised  by  it;"  now 
changed  their  tone,  declaring,  **  that  they  now  saw  he 
and  they  had  something  extraordinary  within,  that  car- 
ried  thcnoi  through  with  such  joy."  Others  of  them  said^ 
**  that  they  were  so  convmced  of  their  happioess^  that 
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they  would  be  glad  to  exchange  conditions  witb  them/' 
A  great  officer  in  the  king's  army  was  often  beard  t» 
say,  *•  If  you  would  learn  to  die,  go  to  the  young  men 
of  Taunton."  And  some  of  the  bitterest  of  their 
opponents  in  the  town,  as  they  were  carried  to  their 
graves,  declared,  **  that  those  persons  had  left  saffi-« 
cient  evidence,  that  they  were  now  glorified  saints 
in  heaven/' 

Mr,  Benjamin  Hewling  was  but  twenty-two  years 
of  age.*  His  brother,  who  was  younger,  was  executed 
about  the  same  time  at  Lyme,  and  met  death  with  the 
like  magnanimity  and  alacrity.  The  enormous  sam 
of  one  thousand  pounds  was  exacted  of  the  sister  of 
Mr.  Benjamin  Hewling,  for  permission  to  bury  lus 
remains  in  St.  Mary  Magdalen's  church,  and  this  not 
without  the  interest  of  one  of  the  principal  officers 
in  the  royal  army.* 

The  father  of  these  unfortunate  youths  was  Mr.  Benjamin  Hew. 
ling)  a  citizen  of  London,  and  an  eminent  Turlcey  merchant*  He 
married  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  William  Kyffin,  a  merchant  also, 
who  was  looked  upon  in  those  days  to  be  exceedingly  rich,  and  who 
was  of  general  esteem,  his  fortune  and  influence  placing  him  among 
the  foremost  of  the  dissenters  in  the  city  ;  to  some  of  whom,  called 
Baptists,  he  occasionally  preached.  He  had  another  daughter  married 


'  Mr.  B.  Hewling  was  of  great  popularity  among  his  political 
brethren,  the  staunch  whigs  in  the  city.  There  are  two  engraTcd 
portraits  of  him  : 

!•  In  small  quarto,  in  an  oval,  with  a  laced  band,  but  withoathfs 
name.     Granger^ s  B,  H.  vol.  iv.  p.  320. 

2.  In  Pitt's  New  Marty  rology,  in  an  oval,  with  Uced  band,  and 
a  full  flowing  wig,  with  this  inscription,  <^  The  trne  Efi&gies  of  Mr* 
Benjamin  Hewling,  ^tatis  suae,  22.'* 

*  Locke's  Western  Rebellion^  p.  2. 
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to  Hayes  the  banker,  who  was  tried  for  his  life,  in  1684,  for  remitt- 
ing money  to  sir  Thomas  Armstrong,  then  an  outlaw.  The  (ri^l 
seems  to  be  curious  and  important,  as  it  struck  at  the  root  of 
mercantile  liberty.  It  may  be  seen  at  large  in  Burnet's  History  of 
his  Own  Times,  vol.  i.  p.  699,  and  State  Trials,  toI.  iii.  p.  983. 

Mr.  Hcwling  dying  in  IG84,  his  two  sons  went  to  Holland,  and 
retarncd  to  England  with  the  duke  ef  Monmouth.  Great  intercession 
was  made  with  Jeffreys  to  save  their  lives,  and  that  by  one  of  the 
judge's  relations,  from  whose  fortune  he  had  formed  great  expecta. 
tions.  He,  however,  refused  a  pardon,  which  produced  a  petition 
to  the  throne;  and  Miss  Hannah  Hewling,  the  elder  sister,  was 
introduced  by  lord  Churchill,  afterwards  duke  of  Marlborough ; 
but  her  petition  being  denied,  his  lordship^  when  alone  with  Miss 
Hewling,  made  use  of  this  declaration,  ^^  That  the  king's  heart  was 
as  incapable  of  feeling  compassion  as  that  marble,"  pointing  to  the 
chimney-piece  before  them. 

About  a  year  after,  Miss  Hewling  married  major  RicKard  Crom- 
well, grandson  of  the  protector,  by  his  third  son,  Henry,  who  had 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  sir  Francis  Russell,  of  Cambridge, 
shire.     The  issue  of  major  Cromwell,  by  Miss  Hewling,  was, 
1.  Mary,  who  died  unmarried,   1730;  2.    William  Cromwell,  of 
Rlrby.strcet,   Hatton  Garden,    who  died  without   issue,    1772  ; 
3.  Richard  Cromwell,  of  Bartlett's  Buildings,  attorney. at. law,  who 
married  the  daughter  of  Ebenezer  Gatton,  esq.  by  whom  he  had  one 
son,  and  three  daughters  ;.  4*  Thomas  Cromwell,  grocer,  on  Snow-- 
hill,  who  died  1748.     He  had  two  wives,  by  whom  he  had  children  r 
among  these,  Mr.  Thomas- Cromwell,  who  was  in  the  East-India 
service,  and  Mr.  Oliver  Cromwell,  of  the  Million  Bank,  were- the 
only   male  descendants  of  the  protector,  they   being  his   great- 
grandsons  ;  5.  Henry  Cromwell,  who  had  B'plaee  in  the  Excise  Ofl&ce, 
and  died  in  1769;  6«  Oliver  Cromwell,  who  had  an  ensign's  com- 
mission in  the  army,  and  died  In  1748. 

Ricliard  Cromwell,  the  father  of  these  six  children,  was,  by  the 
favour  and  interest  of  the  duke  of  Ormond,  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
major,  and  died  in  Spain  during  queen  Anne's  wars,  whilst  under 
the  command  ef  the  earl  of  Galway.  Hannah  Hewling,  his  wife^ 
died  in  1731. 
Mr.  KyffiD,  the  grandfather  •f  the  HewUogs,  was  ptfioiiaUy 
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he  thought  it  his  duty  to  venture  his  life  in  defence 
of  the  protestant  religion,  against  p(»pery  and  arbitrary 
power.  For  that  purpose  he  joined  the  duke  of  Mon« 
mouth's  army,  and  had  he  a  thousand  lives,  th(  >  should 
all  have  been  engaged  in  the  same  cause,  lie  might 
have  been  pardoned/*  he  said,  **  if  he  would  have  im- 
peached others;  but  he  abhorred  such  ways  of  deliver- 
ance, choosing  rather  to  suffer  affliction  with  the  people 
of  God,  than  to  enjoy  life  with  sin.** 

Mr.  William  Jenkin. 
A  third  fellow-sufferer,  on  the  same  day,  was  Mr. 
William  Jenkin,  a  young  gentleman  of  sober,  virtuous 
manners,  great  vivacity,  and  ready  wit.  He  had  a 
happy  genius  for  mechanics,  and  was  a  good  classical 
scholar.  His  father  was  a  non-conformist  minister,  in 
London ;  who,  for  his  opinions,  had  been  cast  into 
Newgate,  where  confinement  and  want  of  usual  exercise 
soon  killed  him  ;  which  led  this  his  only  son  to  give 
rings  at  his  funeral,  with  this  motto,  '^William  Jenkin,' 
murdered  in  Newgate.'*  The  death  of  his  father 
impressed  his  mind  with  a  strong  sense  of  the  iniquitous 
measures  of  government,  and  disposed  him  to  embark 

'  The  ••Dtiment  conreyed,  in  this  motto,  naturally  8ugi(e>ted  itself 
to  his  mourning  son  from  what  tht  father  said  a  little  before  hit 
death,  viz.  that  a  man  might  be  as  effectually  m ordered  io  Newgate 
as  at  Tyburn.  lie  died  there,  January  lOtb,  1686,  aged  79,  hatiDg 
been  a  prisoner  four  months.  A  nobleman,  ha? iog  heard  of  hit 
happy  release,  said  to  the  king,  ^'  May  it  please  your  majesty, 
Jenkin  has  got  his  liberty."  Upon  which  he  asked  with  engerness, 
<«  Aye  !  who  ga?e  it  him  ?"  The  nobleman  replied,  "  A  greater 
than  yonr  majesty,  the  King  of  kings:*'  with  which  the  king 
teemed  greatly  strnck,  and  remtined  tilent««-nS'ee  Palmer^s  Nonm 
coftformUVi  Mcmorialy  tpL  i*  p«  100. 


632  HISTORY  OF  TAUNTON. 

in  opposition  to  it.    He  and  several  young  gentlemett 
rode  down,  from  Loudon,  into  the  west,  a  little  befiore 
the  duke  of  Monmouth  landed  ;  and  were   takeo  np 
on  suspicion,  and  thrown  into  Ilcliester  i^ol,  whert 
they  lay  till  the  duke  came  and  released  them ;  in  whoie 
army  Mr.  Jenkin  continued  till  the  rout  at  Sedgemoor 
He  was  tried  and  condemned  at  Dorchester.     VVheD 
he  was  apprised  of  the  uncertainty  of  procuring  lus 
pardon,  he  replied,  *<  Well,  death  is  the  worst  they  cam 
do ;  and  I  bless  God,  that  will  not  surprise  me,  for  I 
hope  my  greaf  work  is  done/*     So  far  from  beiD^ 
dejected  at  the  prospect  of  it,  he  did  not  appear  to  lose 
any  of  his  natural  liveliness  and  spirits,  and  was  rather 
censured  as  inconsiderate  of  his  condition ;  to  wbiA 
he  answered,  <<  Truly  this  is  so  much  my    natural 
temper,  that  I  cannot  tell  how  to  alter  it;  but  I  blcs 
God,  I  have  thought,  and  do  think  seriously  of  my 
eternal  concerns.     I  do  not  allow  myself  to  be  vaio  } 
bnt  1  find  cause  to  be  cheerful,  for  my  peace  is  made 
with  God,  through  Jesus  Christ,  my  Lord.  This  is  my 
only  ground  of  comfort  and  cheerfulness,  the  security 
of  my  interest  in  Christ,  for  I  expect  nothing  but  death  ; 
and  without  this,  1  am  sure  death  would  be  most 
dreadful ;  but  having  the  good  hope  of  this,  I  cannot 
be  melancholy.*'     When  he  was  urged  to  attempt  au 
escape,  under  disguise,  he  declined  it,  saying,  *<  No,  I 
cannot  tell  how  to  disturbmyself  about  it;  and  metbioks 
it  is  not  my  business,  now  I  have  other  things  to  take 
up  my  thoughts.    If  God  saw  good  to  deliver  me,  he 
would  open  some  door ;  but  seeing  he  has  not,  it  is 
more  for  the  honour  of  his  name  we  should  die,  and  so 
be  it.*'     When  no  prospect  of  saving  his  life  was  left^ 


HISTORY  OF  TAUNTOir.  628 

though  interest  was  made,  and  several  schemes  formed 
with  that  view,  he  spoke  much  of  the  admirableness  of 
God's  providence  in  those  things  that  st^em  most 
against  us,  l)ringing'  the  greatest  good  out  of  them  ; 
"  For/'  said  he,  •'  we  can  see  but  a  little  way  :  GoD 
is  only  wise  in  all  his  disposals  of  us  :  if  we  were  left 
to  choose  for  ourselves,  we  should  choose  our  owa 
misery." 

The  sentiments,  with  which  he  reflected  on  the  part 
he  had  acted,  appear  from  a  letter  to  his  mother,  on 
the  night  preceding  his  execution  : — *•  I  bless  God/* 
says  he,  **  I  die  with  a  clear  conscience ;  and  though  I 
have  deserved  much  worse,  at  the  hands  of  God,  for 
my  past  sins,  than  I  am  like  to  undergo,  vet  I  county 
with  respect  to  man,  I  die  a  martyr  for  the  protestant 
religion,  and  merely  for  doing  my  duty,  in  opposing 
that  flood  of  popery,  which  seemed  to  be  just  over- 
whelming the  church  and  interest  of  Christ,  in  these 
nations  ;  and  I  wish,  th.it  the  prudentialists  of  our  age^ 
that  have  withdrawn  their  helping  hand  from  so  gio* 
rious  a  design,  do  not,  within  a  few  days,  feel  the  smart 
they  have  deserved  by  this  their  baseness."  The 
honourable  thoughts  he  entertained  concerning  the 
divine  providence,  are  expressed  in  a  letter  to  his  sister, 
a  few  days  before  this  : — "  And  now,  dear  sister,  I  take 
my  leave  of  you,  and  commit  you  to  the  protection  of 
that  God,  who  has  made  every  thing  beautiful  in  hie 
timci  and  will  shew  you  the  meaning  of  this  providence^ 
which  now  we  do  not  understand  ;  to  whom,  1  trust, 
I  am  now  going,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  whose  pre* 
sence,  I  doubt  not  but  ere  long  you  will  meet,  deer 
sister,  your  affectionate  brother/' 


i 
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Many  such  devout  and  rational  sentitnents  lie  deli« 
▼ered,  under  the  view  of  his  death.  When  it  was 
observed y  that  the  apostles  died  a  violent  death,  he 
replied,  ^^  Nay,  a  a^reater  than  the  apostles,  <mr  Lord 
himseliMiedy  not  only  a  shameful,  but  a  violent  death  ;" 
addinuff  *'  This  manner  of  death  hath  been  the  most 
terrible  thing  in  the  world  to  my  thoughts;  hut,  I  blest 
God,  now  i  am  neither  afraid  nor  ashamed  to  die.** 

The  same  cheerfulness  and  serenity  of  mind  appeared 
to  the  last ;  and,  indeed,  increased,  and  brightened  his 
countenance  with  comfort  and  joy ;  insomuch  that 
some  of  his  enemies,  who  had  censured  his  cheerfulness 
as  inconsideration,  and  expected  to  see  him  much 
surprised,  professed  themselves  astonished,  that  so 
young  a  man,  (of  no  more  than  one  or  two  and  twenty,) 
should  leave  the  world,  and  go  through  death  as  he  did/ 

Captain  Hucker. 

Mr.  Hucker,  whom  we  have  noticed  particularly  in 
a  former  chapter,  having  conducted  himself,  under 
confinement,  with  a  christian  spirit,  displayed  a  pious 
fortitude,  in  his  last  moments,  which  astonished  the 
spectators. 

Mr.  Gatehill. 

Another,  out  of  the  nineteen  executed  at  the  sanae 
time,  was  Mr.  Gatehill,  constable  of  the  hundred,  who 
had  been  forced,  against  his  inclination,  by  some  of 
the  duke's  party,  to  execute  a  warrant  for  bringing  in 
provisions  for  the  army.  As  he  was  drawn  to  execu* 
tion,  he  looked  on  the  people,  and  said,  ''  A  populous 
town :  Goi>  bless  it ! "' 

■  Western  Martyrology,  p.  122—128* 
*  I<]rm^  p.  214,  215. 
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In  the  register  of  burials  for  the  parish  of  Taunton  St.  Marj 
Magdalen,  during  the  year  1685,  there  is  a  note  bj  the  Ticar,  the 
Re?.  Walter  Ilarte,  in  these  words  :  ^<  June,  1085. — Burials,  &c. 
interrupted  by  Monmouth's  rebellion. "  There  are  only  twoentriet 
of  burials  in  the  month  of  June,  1685 ;  but,  in  the  previous  months 
of  that  year,  the  entries  are  from  fourteen  to  twtnty.siz  mouthlj. 

-  Eitracts  from  the  rpgij»ter  of  bnrlals  for  the  pariih  of  Taaoton  St.  Mary 

Magdalen,  for  1685  and  1686. 


1685. 
July  16. 

28. 

Aug.  12. 

16. 

25. 

Sept.    1. 

2. 

6. 

8. 
12. 

20. 
22. 


Oct. 


26. 
1. 


2. 

5. 
10. 
15. 


Buried. 

Randolph  Cans,  a 
soldier. 

Bryant,  a  soldier. 

Rebel  soldier. 

Ditto  ditto. 

King's  soldier. 

3  rebels  executed. 

Rebel  soldier. 

Leeke,    a    king's 
soldier. 

Rebel  soldier. 

Ditto  ditto. 

2  rebel  soldiers. 

Simon    Ilamlyny 
rebel,  executed. 

Kebc'l  soldier. 

King's  soldier. 

Berjamin  Uezciyn^ 

William  Jenkins^ 

Henry  LisUj 

John  Savidge. 

Rebel  soldier. 

Ditto  ditto. 

Ditto  ditt«. 


1685.         Buried. 

Oct.  27.     Rebel  soldier. 

—    William  More^ 
king's  soldier. 

28.     James  fVhelhamy 
rebel,  executed. 

Not.    5.     Rebel  soldier. 

8.  Edward    Seymour^ 

king's  soldier. 

15.     Rebel  soldier. 

20.     Joseph  Newbery, 
rebel. 

24.    Rebel  soldier. 

9.  Rebel  soldier. 


Dec. 


Jan. 


1686. 
7.     Rebel  soldier. 
13.     Matthew  Edwards, 


Mar.    4. 

7. 

10. 

20. 

April  18. 


king's  soldier. 
2  rebels. 
King's  soldier. 
Rebel  soldier. 
Ditto  ditto. 
A  prisoner. 
Sprout,  a  soldier. 
King's  soldier. 


23. 

In  the  register  of  burials  for  the  parish  of  Taunton  St.  James, 

there  are  the  following  entries  relating  to  this  unhappy  period : 

1685. 

July  0,  was  buried  John  Gotrell,  executed  for  treason  against  hh 
majesty. 

The  same  day  was  buried  John  Boiges.  ezecatod  for  treasoH  uOast 
Jus  majesty. 
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Besides  the  courage  and  cheerfulness,  M^ith  whick 
these  persons,  and  others,  who  laid  down  their  lives 
in  the  same  cause,  died  ;  it  was  also  remarked,  that 
most,  if  not  all,  dropt  expressions,  which  not  only 
indicated  their  confidence  in  the  final  success  of  th« 
cause  of  liberty  and  protestantism,  for  which  they 
suffered,  but  forebodings  of  that  great  deliverancey 
which  providence,  in  a  few  years,  accomplished  by 
the  prince  ofOrange. 

Mr.  Nelthorpe  said,  ^^  God  had,  in  his  wonderful 
providence,  made  him,  and  others,  instruments,  not 
only  in  what  was  already  fallen  out,  but  he  believed^ 
for  hastening  some  other  great  rvork^  he  had  yet  to  do 
in  these  kingdoms." 

Captain  Annesley  declared  his  expectation,  **  thaty 
though  it  had  pleased  the  all-wise  God,  for  reasons 
best  known  to  himself,  now  to  blast  their  designs; 
yetf  he  would  deliver  his  people,  by  ways  they  knew  notp 
nor  thought  of^ 

Mr.  Hewling  expressed  the  same  hope,  saying, 
^  1  question  not,  but,  in  his  own  time,  God  will  raise 
vp  other  instruments  to  carry  on  the  same  cause  they  died 
foTf  for  his  own  glory. ^^ 

Mr.  Larke  declared,  **  that  he  was  confident  God 
would  avenge  their  blood." 

Mr.  Perrott  died,  desiring  "  all  not  to  be  faint- 
hearted, because  of  their  fall,  and  to  think  that  there 
were  no  hopes  remaining ;"  adding,  "  he  verily  be- 
lieved, God  would  yet  work  out  deliverance  for  them; 
and,  at  the  time  they  were  in  the  greatest  extremity^ 
that  would  be  God's  opportunity.    Pot  your  whoto 
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trast  and  confidence,  and  dependence,  in  the  Lor]^, 
and  he  will  never  leave  you  nor  forsake  you/*' 

Such  language,  so  strongly  expressive  of  the  firm- 
ness of  their  winds,  conveying  so  full  a  conviction  of 
the  rectitude  of  their  cause,  and  so  lively  a  persuasion 
of  its  final  success,  naturally  made  strong  impressions 
on  the  spectators.  It  must  appear  to  those  who  review 
it  at  this  distance  of  time,  as  something  extraordinary; 
especially,  when  it  is  considered,  that  these  were  the 

'  Western  Martyrology,  p.  103,  104,  tod  p.  189.    Mr.  Sampson 
Larke,  who  wai  ei^ecuted  at  Lyme,  the  12th  of  September,  was  an 
eminent,  pious,  aged  non-confonnist  minister,  rerj  charitable  to  the 
poor,  and  assiduous  in  the  daties  of  his  function.     His  death  was 
greatly  lamented,  not  only  by  his  congregation,  but  by  the  inhabL 
tants  of  the  town.    As  he  was  about  to  address  the  populace  before 
his  execution,  he  was  interrupted  by  the  guard,   with  this  laconic 
observation  ;  ^^  that  the  worlL  of  the  day  was  so  great,  thej  conld 
not  afford  him  time.''     To  which  he  replied,  ^^  he  coald  make 
application,  where  he  should  not  meet  with  interruption  :'*  and  so 
prayed  with  great  devotion  and  fervour. — Mr.  Nelthorpe  was  one 
of  those,  whom  lady  Lisle  had  sheltered.    He  was  accused  and 
executed  for  being  concerned  in  a  design  to  assassinate  king  Charles 
II.  and  the  duke  of  York ;  which,  in  his  last  moments,  he  explicitly 
and  solemnly  denied.  He  came  over  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth  ; 
was  first    committed   to   prison  at  Salisbury,  and  then    remored 
to  Newgate.  He  was  executed  the  30th  of  October.  He  generously 
disdained  the  offer  made  him  of  saving  his  own  life,  by  becoming 
a  witness   against  others.     The  agitation  of  his  mind,  during  his 
close  confinement,  at  length  terminated  in  distraction  ;  but,  before 
his  execution,   the  exercise  of  his  judgment  and   understanding 
returned ;  and  he  died,  not  only  with  composedncss  of  mind,  bat 
with  comfort  and  joy ;  addressing  the  spectators  in  a  speech,  at 
ence  pertinent  and  recollected,  and  breathing  suitable  sentiments  of 
diarity  and  dejotion,- fVc^ternMartj/rologjfy  p.  173^  k  p.  lSO-140. 


^ 


*    * 
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sentiments  of  persons  of  different  sexes  and  ages,  and 
in  diflTerent  places;  uttered  in  a  calm  and  serene  8tat6 
of  mind  ;  and  that  they  were  afterwards  signally  con- 
firmed by  the  correspondent  event.  If  we  do  not 
ascribe  these  declarations  to  a  divine  foresight,  we 
must  confess,  that  they  could  arise  from  nothing  short 
of  full,  rational  views  of  the  nature  and  merits  of  the 
cause,  in  which  they  had  engaged,  as  involving  in  it 
the  civil  and  religious  interests  of  the  nation  ;  and  an 
unusual  comprehension  of  mind,  looking  above  present 
discouraging  and  dark  appearances.  And  it  is>not  to 
be  doubted,  but  that  the  very  disappointment  and 
sufferings,  which  they  experienced,  did  really  operate 
to  bring  about  a  revolution ;  to  make  it  an  object  of 
more  general  and  ardent  desire;  and  even  to  precipi« 
tate  it,  by  leaving  king  James,  for  the  present,  more 
at  liberty  to  push  his  unconstitutional,  oppressive, 
and  odious  measures. 


But,  waiving  these  reflexions,  it  is  time  to  return 
to  Taunton,  which  was  marked,  besides  the  executions 
we  have  mentioned,  with  other  scenes  of  oppression 
and  cruelty.  The  maidens,  who  presented  the  colours 
to  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  though  some  of  them 
were  children,  eight  or  ten  years  of  age,  were  not 
sufiered  to  escape  the  rigour  of  the  chief  justice's 
inquisition.  Miss  Mary  Blake,  for  making  the  colours 
presented  to  the  duke,  was  committed  to  Dorchester 
gaol,  where  she  died,  says  Dr.  Toulmin,  of  the  small- 
pox, which  disease   then    prevailed   in   the'  prison.' 

'  Mr.  H.  Norris,  of  Taunton,  has  io  his  possession,  the  copy  of 
a  pardon,  granted  to  this  yoang  lady,  by  king  James  II.  dftted  th« 

M  m 
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Jknother  of  these  young  ladies  surrendered  hersdf  ia 
the  court,  begging-  mercy  from  the  judge  ;  who,  when 
iBhe  was  produced  before  him,  looked  on  her  with  a 
▼ory  fierce  countenanci^  and,  raving,  comaianded 
the  gaoler  to  take  her.  This  struck  such  terror  into 
the  poor  girU  that,  pulling  her  hood  over  her  face,  dM 
fell  a  weeping ;  and  the  gaoler  removing  her  imniedi«» 
ately  out  of  the  court,  she  died,  not  many  hours  after, 
through  fear« 

This  minister  of  royal  resentment  being  at  length 
tired  with  executions,  and  glutted  with  human  blood, 
the  king  issued  a  general  pardon ;  but  these  young  ladies 
were  amongst  those  whose  names  were  excepted  from 
receiving  any  benefit  from  it.  The  view  of  the  court 
was  to  raise  sums  of  money,  for  their  ransom,  from 

1 5th  of  Jttly«  (the  frst  aDoiFersarj  of  Moomouth's  death, ^  io  the 
second  year  of  his  reign,  so  that  it  is  probable,  that  the  account  of 
her  death,  in  Dorchester  gaol,  is  founded  in  mistake.  In  this 
record,  she  is  called  ^^  Sarah  Blake,  late  of  Taunton,  in  oar  county 
of  Soinerset,  spinster; "  but  it  does  not  express  anj  particular  crime 
of  which  she  had  been  chargnl  or  conTicted,  the  king  mer«lj  par- 
doning her  in  the  folio  wing  general  terms  : — ^^  James  the  second,  Ac* 
ILnow  ye,  that  moved  by  compassion,  we  have  of  our  5p4'cJal  faroar, 
and  of  our  cfrtain  knowledge  and  mere  motion,  purdonecJ,  remitted, 
and  released,  and  do  by  these  presents  pardon,  remit,  and  release, 
to  Sarah  Blake,  late  of  Taunton,  in  our  county  of  Somerset,  spinster, 
or  bj  whatsoever  name,  surname,  or  addition,  the  said  Sarah  Blake 
may  be  known,  nil  and  all  manner  of  treasons,  mispriMons  of  treason, 
xoQspiracies,  seditions,  insurrections,  wagingsof  wars,  and  unlawful 
assemblies,  by  her,  the  said  Sarah  Blake,  by  herself  alone,  or  with 
aoj  other  person,  heretofore,  against  our  royal  person  and  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  our  kingdom  of  England^  done,  comnatted^  oi 
perpetrated,"  &c.  &c. 
I  hare  alwa/i  boea  of  opinion  thai  tboro  wero  tiro  imtcrt  of  4k« 
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their  parents ;  which  were  graDted,  as  a  Christmas*- 
box>  to  the  maids  of  honour.  The  amount  of  the 
demand  was  seven  thousand  pounds.  Mr.  Bird,  the 
town-clerk,  would  have  officiously  intruded  himself, 
as  agent,  into  the  management  of  this  business ;  but 
his  services  were  refused.  The  duke  of  Somerset 
took  up  the  affair  in  favour  of  the  court  ladies ;  and 
solicited,  by  letter,,  the  assistance  of  sir  Francis 
Warre,  hart,  of  Hestercombe,  to  whom  he  applied 
to  have  the  mistress  and  the  maidens,  of  whose  names 
he  sent  a  list,  taken  into  custody.  He  requested  this 
gentleman  to  recommend  some  person,  in  whom  he 
could  confide,  to  take  the  active  part  under  his  direc- 
tion, and  whom,  by  a  letter  of  attorney,  the  maids  of 
honour  might  employ,  to  sue  the  girls.  But  sir 
Francis  Warre,  unwilling  to  be  concerned  in  the- 
business,  represented  to  the  duke,  that  the  school- 
mistress was  a  woman  of  mean  birth,  and  that  the 
scholars  worked  the  banner  by  her  orders,  without 
knowing  of  any  offence.*  On  this,  further  proceedings 

name  of  Blake  at  the  school  where  these  colours  were  wrought ; 
that  they  were  both  taken  into  custody  ;  and  that  one  of  them  died 
in  prison,  and  (he  other  was  pardoned.     If.  N. 

'  On  the  information  of  C.  W.  Bampfylde,  esq.  from  whom  Dr. 
Toulmin  was  favoured  with  the  following  copies  of  the  duke  of 
Somerset's  letters : — 

I  doe  here  send  you  a  list  of  the  Taunton  Maydes  you  H? ing  soe 
nere  to  Taunton  makes  me  think  that  y«u  know  some  of  thein, 
therefore  pray  send  me  word  by  the  first  opertunity  whether  any  of 
these  are  in  custody  and  whoe  they  are,  and  if  any  one  of  these  are 
not  in  custody  lett  them  be  secured  especially  the  Schoole  Mistress^ 
and  likewise  send  mc  word  if  you  know  any  one  of  these  because 
there  are  some  friends  of  mine  that  I  believe  upon  easy  terms  might 
get  theire  pardon  of  the  kbg,  pray  send  mc  an  answer  by  the  first 
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were  dropped  ;  but  not  till  the  sums  of  one  hundred 
pounds,  and  fifty  pounds,  had  been  gained  from  the 
parents  of  some  of  them. 

opcrtunity  and  in  so  doing  this  you  will  oblige  your  hamble  Serraat 

Londortj  Dec.  12,  1685.  SOMERSET. 

(The  address  torn  off.) 

I  haTe  acquainted  the  Maydes  of  honour  with  this  bniseBesn  aff 
Mr.  Birde,  jind  they  doe  all  say  that  he  never  had  any  aathori^ 
from  them  to  proce«de  in  this  matter  and  that  they  have  this  post 
writt  to  him  not  to  trouble  himselfe  tiny  more  in  this  a&ire  soe  that 
IT  you  will  proceede  on  this  matter  according  to  my  former  letter  jom 
will  infinitely  oblige  your  humble  Servant 

Jan.  14,  1685.  SOMERSET. 

If  you  can  secure  any  of  them  pray  doo  and  lett  me  have  accoaat 
of  this  letter  as  soon  as  you  can. 

For  Sir  Francisse  Warre,  Bart. 
To  be  left  at  post-house  in  Taunton,  Somersets : 

We  have  here  thought  fitt  that  things  would  be  better  managed  if 
there  was  a  letter  of  Atturney  given  to  some  body  (that  yoa  ihdald 
think  fitt  and  capable  of)  for  to  ayde  and  assist  yoa  io  it  that  there 
may  be  noe  other  to  transact  this  buisenesse  but  your  selfe  and 
another  of  your  recommending  that  should  bussle  and  stir  about  to 
case  you,  if  that  you  know  of  any  such  man  that  you  can  trust  praj 
ktl  me  know  it  by  the  first  opertunity  that  the  Maydes  of  honour 
may  signe  his  letter  of  Atturney,  pray  lett  them  know  that  if  thej 
doe  thus  put  it  off  from  time  to  time  that  the  Maydes  of  honour  are 
resolved  to  sue  them  to  an  Outlary,  so  that  pray  do  you  advise  them 
to  comply  with  what  is  reasonable  (which  1  think  7000  is)  for  them : 
I  must  beg  a  thousand  times  over  your  pardone  for  giving  yoa  this 
trouble  and  will  never  omitt  any  thing  wherein  I  can  serve  yoa  Sir 
I  am  your  very  humble  Servant 

London  J  Jan.  21,  1685-6.  SOMERSET. 

For  Sir  Francisse  Warre,  Bart. 
Xo  be  left  at  the  post-house  la  Taunton,  Somersetts : 


_^ 


HISTORY  09   TAUNTOlf.  533 

DUKE   OF    MONMOUTH'S    ADHERENTS. 

Fordf  Lord  Grey. 

Among  (he  adherents  of  Monmouth,  by  far  the  most  remarkable 
was  Ford,  lord  Grey  of  Werke.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Ralph, 
second  lord  Grey,  by  Catherine,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Ford,  of 
Hartington,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  kot.  In  1682,  he  was  tried 
in  the  court  of  king's  bench,  for  seducing  and  ruining  lady  Henrietta: 
Berkeley,^  his  wife's  sister,  and  found  guilty  ;  but  the  matter  wav 
afterwards  compromised.  This  intrigue  fixed  a  very  deep  stain  uponr 
his  private  character  ;  nor  were  the  circumstances  attending  it,  by 
any  means,  calculated  to  extenuate  his  guilt.  His  ancient  family, 
however,  his  extensive  influence,  arising  from  his  large  possessions, 
and  his  talents,  which  appear  to  have  been  very  considerable,  might, 
in  some  degree,  countervail  the  odium  which  he  had  incurred,  on 
account  of  his  private  vices. 

In  1683,  on  the  discovery  of  the  Rye.house  plot,  lord  Grey 
fled  to  Holland ;  but  returned  with  Monmouth,  and  behaved,  as  we 
have  already  shewn,  in  the  most  disgraceful  manner  at  the  battle  of 
Sedgemoor ;  his  conduct  in  which,  has  been  generally  attributed  to 
cowardice  ;  but  subsequent  events  induce  a  belief,  that  there  was 
in  it  a  great  mixture  of  treachery.  He  wrote  a  tract,  entitled, 
<«  The  Secret  History  of  the  Rye-house  Plot;"  but  of  this  Secret 
History  there  are  two  opinions :  whilst,  on  the  one  hand,  it  is 
described  by  Mr.  Hume,  as  the  most  full  and  authentic  account  of 
all  those  transactions,  and  as  being,  in  the  main,  confirmed  by  bishop 
Sprat,  and  even  by  Burnet,  as  well  as  by  the  trials  and  dying  con. 
fessions  of  the  conspiratot-s  themselves  ;  it  Is,  on  the  other  hand, 
represented  by  Mr.  Fox,  as  an  outrage  on  common  sense,  ta  call  it 
an  authentic  account,  because  it  was  written,  as  lord  Grey  himself 
states  in  his  letter  to  James  II.  while  the  question  of  his  lordship's 
pardon  was  yet  pending.  Lord  Rochester,  the  son  of  the  earl  of 
Clarendon,  received  sixteen  thousand  pounds  for  making  his  peace 
with  the  king. 

1  See  tile  trial  of  Ford,  lord  Grey  of  Werke,  Robert  Chamocfc,  Anne  Char^- 
nock,  David  Jone«,  Francei  Jones,  and  Rebecca  Jones,  fbriteallDg  away  frndT 
debaacbiog  ttie  lady  Henrietta  Berkeley,  in  the  State  Trials,  168f. 

The  letters,  which  have  been  published  as  having  passed  between 
loverS|  are  fictitious* 
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The  most  yirobable  acconnt  or  lordGrej'ie 
h  to  be  found  in  (he  words  of  B  cootemporar] 
discount  LonMJalp,  in  '■  A  Memuir  of  tfa«  1 
printed  by  llie  liberality  of  thu  pr«Kiit  «arl  • 
publiihi^d  for  khIc 

<'  The  ilukiur  Moumuuth,  finding  Bristol  p 
force*,  reiiiriicd  back  Bgein,  and  entered  D 
king's  fuices,  undi-r  rhe  lommand  of  lord  Fei  i 
upon  Sedgt'DiODr,  sume  ihrL-e  mild  didant  froi 
witli  a  ditch.  Thi'  duke,  in  hopes  lo  surprise 
the  ni|i;hi,  and  was  io  far  pruaperous,  b»  lo  mts 
who  wa;  gone  Id  llii:  titj'  Iowii  of  Bridj^WBle 
And  tht'  king's  horse,  lieini;  qiiartiired  at  b  It 
ofa  mile  off,  ifhere  my  lord  Feiersham  wasal 
in  all  the  rcmlinest  thai  was  riectsaary,  But 
under  the  conduci  of  my  lord  Giey,  did  so  li 
the  <i9ty  first,  that  (here  was  no  great  wan(  t 
oppost!  (tiem.  TUe  fool,  iiide(!d,  foaght  brlter 
they  had,  did  somi-  Bxectitlon.  Bol  (hehorie 
ttat  grown  ilei|ietate  ;  and  herein  the  duke  of 
uf  his  reputation  forcouiage;  for,  instead  of 
van  expecit'd,  he  lelt  his  men  fighting,  and  «IK 
tumpany  with  my  lord  Grey;  but  was,  with 
amon^  some  huahi/t,  hid,  ullh  a  iiofket  full  i 
forced  to  gniher  for  fnud.  He  was  brunghl 
at  Clifford's  lodgiiiKf,  vrhi're  he  saw  the  kin| 
by  letters,  asked  for  (lardon.  What  argumei 
could  be  granted,  vera  not  rerlain.  Withl 
executed  upon  Tower-IIill,  suffering  four,  if  i 
axe ;  of  which,  though  he  seemed  fearful,  ft 
caje,  vr  ho  had  done  bo  before,  be  died  Dtherwiy 
<*  My  lord  Grey's  condurt,  in  all  this  bnsim 
world  leare  to  say,  that  he  betrayed  him;  ai 
in  the  rerenge,  for  private  injuries  recnted  in  i 
the  failure  of  the  horse,  under  his  conduct, 
taken,  seemed  rather  pleased  than  feaffnl  i  hi 
and  hunting  ;  and  when  the  duke,  at  Hr.  C 
of  s  cold  he  bad  got,  he,  in  b  Bcoff,  (old  him 
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to  be  applied  ia  a  few  days.  This  conduct,  added  to  the  fonncr 
escape  '  out  of  the  hands  of  a  messenger,  to  a  hacknej  coach,  made- 
the  world  almost  assured  of  what  they  suspected  ;  and,  I  have  beeit 
Informed,  that  one  major  Holmes  discerned  the  thing  so  plainljr^ 
that  he  told  the  duke,  three  days  before  the  battle  at  Sedgemoor, 
that  my  lord  Grey  was  certainly  either  a  coward  or  a  knave ;  that,, 
if  he  would  give  him  leave,  he  would  secure  him^  without  which  he 
despaired  of  success*  The  duke  made  answer,  that  ^^it  was  their 
too  late." 

'^  Major  Holmes  was  sent  into  the  country  and  hanged,  whilst  my 
lord  Grey  had  his  pardon,  and  became  an  evidence  against  several."' 
(Memoir  by  Viscount  Lonsdale,  p.  13,  13.) 

After  the  revolution,  lord  Grey  had  interest  enough  to  be  created^ 
Viscount  Glindale,  and  Earl  op  Tankerville,  in  1605. 
On  the  1st  of  June,  1699,  lie  was  appointed  one  of  the  lords  of  the 
treasury ;  and  on  the  15th  of  November,  the  same  year,  first  lord  of 
the  treasury^  in  which  office  he  was  replaced  on  the  9th  of  December^. 
1700,  by  lord  Godolphin.  He  died  June  96th,  L70I,  having  mar- 
ried lady  Mary  Berkeley,  fourth  daughter  of  George,  etrl  of  Berke* 
)ey,  by  whom  he  left  an  only  daughter, 

Lady  Mary  Grey,  who  married,  in  1695,  Charlea  Bennet,  lord 
Ossulston,  who,  In  consequence  of  that  marriage,  was  created 
Earl  op  Tankerville,  on  October  19th,  1714,  She  died  May 
31,  1710. 

Ralph  Grey,  his  brothep,  svcceeded  aa  fourth.  Lord  Grrt  ov 
WiRKE,  but  died  without  issue,  1704^  when  the  title  became 
extinct* 

Lady  Wentworih. 

Harriet,  lady  Wentworth,  was  a  peeresH  in  her  own  right,  and 
daughter  of  Thomas,  lord  Wentworth,  of  Nettlestead,  by  his  wife 
Philadelphia,  daughter  of  sir  Ferdinando  Carey.  She  succeeded 
her  father  in  the  barony  of  Wentworth,  on  the  7th  of  March,  1004, 
and  died,  unmarried,  the  23d  of  April,  1686,  surviving  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  only  about  nine  months.  She  was  a  woman  of  an  elegant 
person,  and  engaging  manners. 

There  is  a  whole-length  portrait  of  her  ladyship,  engraved  bj 
R.  Williams,  after  sir  Godfrey  Kneller. 

1  tliis  alhidet  to  his  escape,  after  be  vfas  apprehended  for  beiof  conetnM 
m  «e  Rye*B0we  ploc 
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Her  father,  the  lord  Wentworth,  was  the  eldest  son  of  ThoMStf, 
earl  of  Cleveland,  and  died  during  his  father's  life.time.  He  bduiifed 
with  extraordinary  bravery  against  the  parliament's  forces^  dariag 
the  Cromwell  usurpation. 

LieuL'Cohnel  Abraham  Holmes. 

He  was  executed  at  Lyme,  on  the  12th  of  September,  1685*  He 
was  an  old  and  gallant  officer,  who  had  served  under  Cromwell  with 
distinguished  reputattun.  He  accompanied  the  duke  of  Monmoatk 
to  Holland,  by  whom  he  was  made  a  major-general.  In  the  action 
at  Philip's-Norton,  one  of  his  arms  was  shot  to  pieces,  so  that  it 
hung  only  by  the  flesh  ;  and  in  consequence  of  this,  being  soon  taken, 
he  was  stripped  by  the  soldiers,  and  carried  naked  before  a  justice 
of  the  peace,  who  humanely  clothed  him.  His  shattered  arm  T>eing 
an  incumbrance  to  him,  he  laid  it  on  a  dresser,  and  cut  it  off  himself 
with  the  cook-maid's  knife.  He  was  hanged  on  the  very  spot,  wheie 
he  landed  with  the  duke. 

Colonel  Arthur  McUihews. 

He  was  executed  at  Lyme,  with  eleven  others,  on  the  12th  of 
September,  1685.  He  died  very  heroically,  forgiving  the  executioner 
at  his  earnest  request,  but  advising  him  to  leave  off  his  bloody  trade  ; 
who  replied,  that  he  was  forced  to  it  against  hrs  mind. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Temple. 

Dr.  Temple  came  from  Nottingham,  and,  going  to  Holland  io 
improve  himself  in  his  profession,  met  with  the  duke  of  Monmoutb, 
who  engaged  him  as  his  physician  and  surgeon.  He  knew  nothing 
of  the  duke's  intention  of  invading  England,  till  they  had  been  some 
time  at  sea.  Yet  notwithstanding  this,  no  interest  could  save  him. 
He  therefore  resigned  himself  to  his  fate.  He  was  executed  at 
Lyme,  on  the  12th  of  September,  1685. 

SKETCHES    OF    JUDGE    JEFFREYS,     COLONEL     KIRKE,     AKD 

THE    EAHL   OF    FEVERSHAM. 

Judge  Jeffreys. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  the  name  of  Jeffreys  has  been, 
ever  since,  odious  in  the  west  of  England  ;  and  continued,  while  the 
memory  of  his  transactions  was  fresh,  to  excite  indignation  and 


HISTORY   OF  TAUNTOK«  637 

borror.'  It  was  the  name  of  a  marderer,  ia  the  robes  of  the  lord 
chief  justice^  openly  trampliog  upon  the  laws  themselves.  The 
severities  and  cruelties,  which  he  practised,  appear  to  have  beea 
Tery  agreeable  to  king  James.  Burnet  says,  ^^  That  which  brought 
all  Jeffreys's  excesses  to  be  imputed  to  the  king  himself,  and  to  the 
orders  given  by  him,  was,  that  the  king  had  a  particular  account  of 
all  his  proceedings  written  and  sent  to  him  every  day.  And  he  took 
pleasure  to  relate  them,  in  the  drawing-room,  to  foreign  ministers^ 
and  at  his  table,  calling  it  Jeffreys* a  Campaign  ;  speaking  of  ali 
he  had  done,  in  a  style,  that  neither  became  the  majesty,  nor  the 
mercifulness  of  a  great  prince.  Dykveld,  one  of  the  ambassadors, 
whom  the  States  General  had  sent  over,  to  congratulate  the  king  or 
his  accession  to  the  throne,  told  me,''  says  Burnet,  '^  that  the  king 
talked  so  often  of  these  things,  in  his  hearing,  that  he  wondered  to 
see  him  break  out  into  such  indecencies." 

Jeffreys,  after  his  barbarous  expedition,  was  heard  to  boast,  with 
a  sort  of  brutish  pleasure,  ^^  that  he  had  hanged  more  men  than  all 
the  judges  of  England,  since  William  the  Conqueror ;"  a  boast,  it 
is  well  observed,  much  like  that  of  the  duke  of  Alva's,  whose  blood* 
thirstiness  seemed  to  be  infused  into  him.  Some  catholics  have 
attempted  to  excul|iate  king  James,  from  the  charge  of  authorizing 
and  approving  the  cruel  measures  of  Jeffreys*s  tribunal,  and  have 
said,  that  he  expressed  his  indignation  at  them  ;  ;  but  the  fact,  as 
Burnet  has  stated  it,  militates  against  this  defence.  For  Jeffreys  le. 
turned  triumphantly  to  London,  and  was  received  with  open  arms, 
by  the  king  ;  who  created  him  a  baron,  a  dignity,  to  which  no  judge 
had  been,  for  several  ages,  advanced,  and  which  was  generally  looked 
upon  as  inconsistent  with  the  character ;  and  soon  after,  he  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  highest  tribunal  in  the  kingdom,  being 
made  lord  chancellor,  ^^  in  consideration  of  the  many  eminent  and 
faithful  services  he  had  rendered  the  crown,  as  well  in  the  late 

1  I  have  seen  an  old  woman,  says  Granger,  (Biogr.  Hist  vol.  iv.  p.  309.) 
who  kept  a  little  ale-honse  in  the  West,  kindle  into  rage,  and  melt  into  pity, ' 
upon  relating  the  craelties  of  Jeffreys,  and  the  catastrophe  of  Monmootb.  I 
concluded  that  she  caught  both  these  passions  from  her  mother,  who,  she  told 
me,  '*  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  shocking  barbarities  of  those  lamentable 
times."  It  is  remarkable  that  the  late  countess  of  Pemfiet  met  with  very  nufe 
insults  from  the  populace  on  the  western  road,  only  because  the  was  the  grasA*^ 
daughter  of  the  ijiihiiBHUi  Jcfirtys. 
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king's  time,  as  since  bis  niajcilj's  acccitioi 
when  Mr.  Tulchiii  afterwardt  visited  bim  ti 
declaieil,  "  Ihat  bis  iiiiiruc(ioii!i  Mere  mui 
execution  of  thum,  aciil  thai,  at  his  ri^tiirn,  I 
for  being  tun  merciful."  As  inurta  as  th 
king  maj'  shuck  (lie  mind,  they  nre  nutu 
despotic  aim»  which  directed  fais  goterumeni 
mnd  ftll  tyrants  are  cruel ;  and  it  is  ft  max: 
councils,  "  Thut,  as  to  tlie  quantity  of  bio 
ft»te  th«ir  designs,  it  ought  not  lo  be  taken 
or  cOiisideririJ  of  any  const'<]uen(«."  '  To 
meats  are  the  hearts  of  despots  reconciled,  i 
Jeffre)*  was  the  slitfa  son  of  John  Ji 
daughter  of  sir  Thomas  Ireland,  of  Beau 
He  nas  b.>rn  at  Aclon,  near  Wrexham,  aot 
kt  (he  free-school  at  Shrewsbury,  from  wh 
(hat  of  Wesiminsler.  He  never  had  an  an 
WBi  placed  immediately  after  leaving  Wet 
loner  Temple,  where  he  was  chiefly  support 
Uc  was  nc*er  regularly  called  to  the  bar. 
Ihen  making  great  rarngcs  in  the  neigbbou 
the  moans  nf  first  introducing  him  into  notin 
in  10GO,  h«  put  on  a  barrister's  gown,  and  [ 
assizes,  where  few  counsel  chose  lo  attend  ; 
acted  without  any  notice  being  taken  of  bis 
In  1680,  he  was  callfd  to  tha  degree  of  »erj( 
the  first  on  the  roll,  was,  consequently,  the 
ii  usual  (o  present  the  king  with  a  ring  an  (lui 
shew  his  opinion  of  the  divine  right  of  kiitg>,K 
power,  took  the  motto,  "A  Deo  rex,  a  regelej 
from  God,  and  thu  law  from  the  king."  Hew 
chief  jtialice  of  Chester,  and  on  the  7lh  or 
created  a  baronet.  After  this  he  rose  with  gi 
38th  of  September,  1 683,  he  was  appointed  eh 
of  king's  bench,  and  in  October,  1685,  lord  c 

I  Tliis  waa  the  laiiRuase  of  Joseph  11.  lato  eoq 
r^tu-d  toihentiprrBionof  then^n>)DliMiiBlb»ll« 
tageDeia]  Dalton,  iu  the  Analytical  RcWew,  A 
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A  peer  of  (he  realm,  by  the  title  of  lord  Jeffreyi,  baron  of  Wem, 
ia  the  countj  of  Salop.  His  condoct  as  a  judge  was  unrestniined  by 
any  principle,  being  devoted  to  the  worst  measures  of  a  bigoted 
monarch,  and  an  infatuated  court. 

On  the  abdication  of  James,  Jeffreys  endeaToured  to  escape  from 
the  kingdom,  in  the  disguise  of  a  sailor.  Roger  North,  who  wti 
contemporary  with  him,  and  who  knew  him  personally,  has  gireli^ 
in  his  Life  of  the  Lord  Keeper  North,  a  particular  account  of  the 
manner  of  his  being  discovered  and  apprehended  ;  and,  as  his  account 
is  somewhat  curious,  it  is  here  inserted  in  his  own  words  :— 

^*  It  was  common  for  Jeffreys  to  use  sueh  Billingsgate  languige^ 
as  should  not  come  out  of  the  mouth  of  any  man.  He  called  ft 
gMng  a  lick  with  the  rough  fide  of  his  tongue.  It  was  ordinary  to 
hear  him  say,  Go^youJUihy^  lousy ^  nitty  rascal  f  with  much  mof^ 
of  like  elegance.  Scarce  a  day  passed  that  he  did  not  chide  som^ 
one  or  other  of  the  bar,  when  he  sat  in  the  chancery  ;  and  it  wai 
commonly  a  lecture  of  a  quarter  of  an  hour  long.  And  they  utei 
to  say,  This  is  your^s  ;  my  turn  will  be  to»morrow.  He  seemed  C# 
lay  nothing  of  his  business  to  heart,  nor  care  what  he  did,  or  left 
undone;  and  spent  in  the  chancery  court  what  time  he  thought  It 
to  spare.  Many  times,  on  days  of  causes,  at  his  house,  the  company 
hare  waited  five  hours  in  a  morning ;  and  after  ele? en,  he  hath  come 
out  inflamed,  and  staring  like  one  distracted.  And  that  visage  be 
put  on  when  he  animadverted  on  such  as  he  took  offence  at,  which 
made  him  a  terror  to  real  offenders,  whom  also  he  terrified  with  hit 
face  and  voice,  as  if  the  thunder  of  the  day  of  judgment  broke  over 
their  heads.  He  loved  to  insult,  and  was  bold  without  check  ;  bit 
that  only  when  his  place  was  uppermost.  One  of  these  intempft* 
ranees  was  fatal  to  him.  There  was  a  scrivener  of  Wapping  brought 
to  hearing  for  relief  against  a  bond.  The  contingency  of  losing  all 
being  shewed,  the  bill  was  going  to  be  dismissed ;  but  one  of  the 
plaintiff's  counsel  said,  that  he  was  a  strange  fellow,  and  sometinoi 
went  to  church,  sometimes  to  conventicles ;  and  none  could  teU 
what  to  make  of  him  ;  and  it  was  thought  he  was  a  trimmer,  Ai 
that  the  chancellor  fired :  J  trimmer !  said  ht*,  /  have  heard 
much  of  thai  monster^  but  never  saw  one.  Come  forih^  Mr. 
Trimmer  ;  turn  you  raundy  and  lei  us  see  your  shape  ;  and  at  that 
rate  talked  to  loogi  that  the  poor  fdloir  wu  ready  to  drop  under 
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bim ;  bat  at  last  tbe  bill  was  dismissed  with  costs^  and  he  went  bif 
way.     In  the  hall,  one  of  his  friends  asked  him  bow  he  came  oC 
Came  offf  said  he  ;  /  am  ettcaped  from  the  terrors  of  ihai  mmCi 
faccy  which  I  would  scarce  undergo  again  to  gave  my  life  y  and  I 
shall  certainly  have  the  frightful  impretsion  of  it  as  long  as  I  /m. 
Afterwards,  when  the  prince  of  Grange  came,  and  all  was  in  con« 
fusion,  this  lord  chancellor,  being  very  obnoxious,  disguised  him. 
•elf,   in   order   to  go  beyond  sea.     He  was  in  a  seaman's  garb, 
and  drinking  a  pot  in  a  cellar.     This  scriTener  came  into  the  cellar 
after  some  of  his  clients  ;  and  his  eye  caught  that  face,  which  made 
him  start ;  and  the  chancellor,  seeing  himself  eyed,  feigned  a  cough, 
and  turned  to  tbe  wall,  with  his  pot  in  his  hand.  But  J/r.  IVimmier 
went  out,  and  gave  notice  that  he  was  there ;   whereupon  the  mob 
flowed  in,  and  be  was  in  extreme  hazard  of  his  life ;  but  the  lord 
mayor,  (sir  John  Chapman,)  saved  him,  and  lost  himself.     For  the 
chancellor  being  hurried  with  such  croud  and  noise  before  him,  and 
appearing  so  dismally,  not  only  disguised,  but  disordered ;  and  there 
having  been  an  amity  betwixt  them,  as  also  a  Teneration  on  the  lord 
mayor's  part ;  he  had  not  spirits  to  sustain  the  shock,  but  fell  down 
in  a  swoon ;  and,  in  not  many  hours  after,  diedm^-^Life  of  ike  Z^ord 
Keeper  Northj  p.  219. 

Jeffreys  died  in  the  Tower,  on  the  18th  of  April,  1680,  either 
from  hard  drinking,'  or  a  broken  heart,  and  so  was  presenred  from 
the  infamy  of  a  public  execution.* 

Colonel  Kirhe. 

To  the  detail  of  cruelties  already  given,  which  were  practised 
under  the  cloke  of  a  judicial  process,  must  be  added  the  militmry 
executions  of  colonel  Kirke, whose  Tiolenceand  barbarity  surpassed  , 
if  possible,  the  proceedings  of  Jeffreys.  He  was  an  ofi&cer  in  the 
king's  army,  at  the  battle  of  Sedgemoor ;  and  three  days  after  the 
eTent  of  that  battle,  he  came  to  Taunton  with  a  number  of  prisoners, 
and  two  carts  full  of  wounded  men.  He  immediately  hanged  nine. 
teen  of  these,  on  the  Cornhill,  by  martial  law,  their  wounds  still 
bleeding,  without  any  form  of  trial,  or  even  suffering  their  wivea 

1  He  is  said  to  bare  died  of  a  disease  occasioned  by  drinking:  brandy,  to  Inll 
the  companctions  of  a  terrified  conscience.— Stficwnff  ^iMv<i«ret,  toL  ii.  fi.  I44w 

t  Although  dead,  he  was  excepted  in  the  act  for  the  king's  and  queen's  omst 
general  and  free  pardon,  1689,  S  William  and  Mary. 
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tod  children  to  speak  to  them,  or  to  soothe  their  last  agonies  by  % 
farewell  embrace.  While  the  executioner  was  performing  the  mouriu 
fal  duties  of  his  office,  Kirke,  with  his  characteristic  barbarity,  conu 
manded  the  fifes  to  play,  the  trumpets  to  sound,  and  the  drums  to 
beat,  that  the  music  might  drown  the  cries  of  the  dying  victims,  and 
the  lamentations  of  their  relatives,  and  the  populace.  The  mangled 
bodies  of  these  unfortunate  men  were,  by  his  order,  immediately 
stripped,  their  breasts  cleft  asunder,  and  their  hearts,  while  wann, 
separately  thrown  into  a  large  fire  ;  and  as  each  was  cast  io^ 
a  great  shout  was  raised,  the  eaecntioner  saying,  ^^  'i'here  goes  the 
heart  of  a  traitor,*^  When  they  were  burnt,  their  quarters  were 
boiled  in  pitch,  and  hung  up  at  all  the  cross.ways,  and  public  parte 
of  the  town  and  neighbourhood.* 

He  hanged  one  man,  on  the  White  Hart  sign.post,  three  times,  ta 
try,  whether  he  would  own  he  had  done  amiss ;  but,  when  he 
expressed  a  resolute  adherence  to  the  cause  in  which  he  suffered^ 
and  said,  if  it  were  to  do  again,  he  would  engage  in  it,  Kirk« 
directed  he  shoeld  be  hung  in  chains.     When  the  rope,  with  which 

a  captain  of  W was  hanged,  broke,  and  gare  him  the  flattering 

hope  that  he  should  save  his  life,  a  ring.rope  was  taken  from  a 
market-horse,  and  the  execution  completed.  As  no  executioner 
could  be  procured  in  Somersetshire,  the  colonel  sent  to  Exeter  for 
one  belonging  to  the  county  of  Devon,  who,  in  discharging  hit 
office,  was  observed  to  be  aboTe  his  ancles  in  human  blood. 

Dr.  Toulmin  says,  that  ^^  the  name  of  lamhty  which  colonel  Kirke 
gave  io  the  soldiers,  who  were  most  ready  and  active  in  the  service, 
marked  the  pleasure,  with  which  he  saw  his  cruel  orders  executed." 
There  is  here  some  mistake  in  Kirke's  calling  those  soldiers  ^^  iambs^'* 
who  were  the  most  obedient  in  putting  his  cruel  orders  into  execa. 
tion.  The  truth  is  this :  the  second  raiment  of  foot,  of  which 
Kirke  was  colonel,  and  which  was  in  the  battle  of  Sedgemoor,  and 
marched  thence  with  him  to  Taunton,  was  formed  from  four 
regiments  disbanded  at  Tangier,  where  they  had  been  in  garrison, 
and  was  called  ^<  The  Tangier  Regiment."  It  bore  then,  as  it  does 
now,  the  doTice  of  a  lamb  in  its  colours ;  and  from  this  circumstanee, 

i  It  appean  from  the  pariah  register  of  Taunton  Saint  James,  that  nine  of 
these  unfortanate  persons  were  interred  in  that  church-yard.    See  their 
in  page  526. 
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SLtrke't  detiret,  for  the  sake  of  her  husband,  another  for  her  father^ 
and  a  third  for  her  brother ;  and  though  jealousy  might  hare  uigad 
the  execution  of  a  husband,  )et,  in  case  the  person  were  a  fathiar 
or  a  brother,  it  is  not  to  be  conceired  what  end  his  death  would  hare 
answered  :  that  it  is  incredible,  that  a  man  who  could  hare  com* 
mitted  such  an  inhuman  action,  such  a  wanton  barbarity,  could 
afterwn  rds  have  been  consulted  with  the  Sidneys  and  the  Carendith^ 
on  the  plan  for  the  revolution  ;  or  that  the  glorious  William  conld 
hare  armed  such  a  wretch  in  the  cause  of  Liberty  :  that  the  original 
story,  which  party  Tiruleace  applied  to  Kirke,  may  be  found,  if  not 
in  Shakespeare's  Measure  for  Meaaure,  yet  in  No.  491,  of  tha 
Spectator ;  where  we  are  told,  that  the  duke  of  Burgundy  executed. 
Rhjrniault,  gorernor  of  Zealand,  for  having  abused  the  creduUlgr 
of  Sapphira,  the  wife  of  Paul  Danvelt,  under  the  idea  of  pardoniag 
a  supposed  crime  of  her  husband's,  and  then,  deTiating  from  tlM 
terms  of  the  agreement,  set  up  false  witnesses  against  him,  that 
procured  his  execution  ;  or  that  the  Roman  history  furnishes  tte 
pn^otype  of  Kirke,  in  a  rich  citixen,  who  redeemed  a  debtor  to  tte 
Roman  treasury,  condemned  to  b%  hanged,  A.  D.  340,  on  tka 
Ignoble  terms  of  abusing  his  bed,  and  afterwards  deceired  him. 
To  these  arguments  it  may  be  added,  that  writers  who  are  by  119 
means  disposed  to  be  partial  or  favourable  to  the  reputation  of 
colouel  Kirke,  as  bishop  Burnet,  the  author  of  the  Western  Mar* 
tyrology,  and  Oldmixon,  bring  no  such  charge  against  him ;  and 
that  afterwards,  the  people  of  Taunton,  in  commemoration  of  iiis 
relieving  Londonderry,  when  besieged  by  James  II.  in  1080,  dc* 
voted  an  evening  to  the  drinking  of  his  health  in  public,  the  expenses 
of  which  may  be  now  seen  in  an  old  church-book. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is,  and  may  be  argued,  that  it  is  immaterial 
what  relation  the  person,  who  sufiered,  bore  to  the  deluded  femato ; 
and  that  a  variation  in  the  account  might  easily  take  place,  though 
the  general  fact  was  undeniable  :  that  as  to  the4)nrposes  which  tha 
execution  could  serve,  the  whole  conduct  of  Kirke  shews,  that  he 
was  not  governed  by  reasons  of  equity,  propriety,  or  utility ;  but 
hurried  on  by  cruelty  and  rer enge,  the  insolence  of  power,  and  the 
view  of  court  favour,  whetted  by  the  recent  victory  over  reputed 
rebels :  that  It  is  not  dear,  that  he  spot  contuUcd  on  the  plan  el 


»  0 

*■ 
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himself.  Shoold  he  judge,  that  Kirke  was  guilty  of  the  charge  with 
which  his  name  is  reproached,  it  may  still  be  supposed,  that  the 
matter  was  exaggerated.  It  might  ha?e  been  out  of  his  power  to  haye 
saved  the  life,  which  he  actually  intended  to  hare  preserved ;  and 
Ills  conducting  the  unhappy  damsel  to  the  window,  at  that  critical 
moment,  might  probably  be  the  mere  effect  of  accident. 

^The  discrepancies  which  are  met  with  in  diflferent  authors,  in  theif 
relation  of  this  story,  both  as  to  place  and  person,  render  its  authen. 
ticity  exceedingly  doubtful.  The  scene  of  action,  says  one,  was 
probably  at  Exeter ;  but,  says  another,  it  is  more  likely  that  it 
was  at  Taunton.  Tradition  states,  says  one,  that  the  lady  was 
Miss  Lucas ;  but,  says  another,  it  is  probable  that  it  was  not  Miss 
Lucas,  and  if  it  was  not  her,  it  could  not  possibly  be  Miss  Hewling.' 
A  writer  in  the  Sherborne  Weekly  Miscellany,  for  December,  ITSU^ 
has  the  following  remarks  upon  this  story  : — 

*^  Perhapi  Pomfret,  in  the  first  edition  of  his  poems,  related  the 
transaction  as  perpetrated  at  Exeter j  on  account  of  Kirke's  having 
fought  so  heroically  for  king  William,  at  Londonderry.  But  whether 
so  or  not,  most  authors,  who  have  written  on  this  subject,  agree  with 
regard  to  the  fact ;  and  tome  of  them  have  laid  the  scene  of  action 
at  the  White  Hart  inn,  in  Taunton*  I  am  inclined  to  think,  from 
the  traditional  accounts,  preserved  by  some  of  the  old  inhabitants  of 
that  town,  that  it  must  have  been  a  Miss  Lucas,  whose  credulity  waa 
abused  by  Kirke,  under  the  idea  of  preserving  the  life  of  her  father^ 
he  being  hung  by  order  of  the  savage  general,  under  martial  law^ 
some  time  before  the  commission  for  trying  the  western  rebels  was 
issued.  But,  if  it  was  not  Miss  Lucas,  it  could  not  be  Miss  Hew* 
ling,  because  her  brothers,  Benjamin  and  William,  suffered  under  a 
judicial  sentence,  and  it  was  therefore  out  of  the  power  of  Kirke  to 
pardon  them  in  the  capacity  of  a  general." 

'  A  few  years  after  Dr.  Toulmin  had  published  the  first  edition  of 
this  work,  the  following  letter  was  printed  in  one  of  the  London 
newspapers.*  The  original  is  therein  said  to  have  been  found  among 
the  papers  of  the  late  Dr.  Smollett,  author  of  the  History  of  ii)ngland, 

1  What  bas  been  related  by  several  writers,  of  the  ill-treatment  of  the  sister 
of  the  two  HewUngs,  is  contradicted  by  Mr.  Hew  I  in;  Liison,  in  the  third 
volume  of  **  Letters  by  John  Huj^hes,  esq.  and  other  eminent  persons,  di» 
csased/'  published  by  Mr.  Duocombe.    Graaf  cr'f  Btsgr.  Biai.  vol.  iv.  p.  3|U 

t  The  **  Bob,**  XiOBden  daily  paper,  Saturday,  Septembet  5d,  1790« 

N  n 
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stnpid  fellow  in  the  regiment,  and  said,  in  his  short  bluff  way, 
^^  Goy  and  bid  the  executioner  cut  him  from  the  gallows  ;"  taking 
it  for  granted,  that  Bush,  who  stood  close  to  him,  heard  who  Mrs* 
Elizabeth  Rowe  had  begged  off.     But  he  was  mistaken  ;  for  that 
stupid  fellow.  Bush,  not  only  had  not  attended  to  the  name  of  the 
person  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Rowe  had  interceded  for,  but  eyen  did  not 
think  to  atik  it,  but  went  to  the  executioner,  and  said,  ^^  You  must 
cut  him  down.*'  The  executioner  replied,  ^'  Cut  him  down  !  which 
him^  for  there  are  twenty."     Now  it  happened,  that  the  man,  who 
had  been  begged  off,  being  attentive  to  his  prayers,  had  not  attended 
to  any  thing  which  had  passed,  so  took  no  notice  of  what  Bush  said; 
but  another  of  the  criminals,  who  was   minding   something  else 
besides  his  prayers,  seeing  a  lady  in  white,  in  the  balcony,  with  tho 
general,  and  hearing  a  talk  of  cutting  down,  smelied  out  the  thing, 
and  told  Bush,  that  he  was  the  person  the  lady  had  begged  off.  Bush 
wisely  took  his  word,  and,  turning  to  the  executioner,  said,  ^^  This 
is  the  man.'*     Upon  this,  the  executioner  cut  the  rope,  and  imme. 
diately  the  man  jumped  out  of  the  cart,  and  went  away.  Soon  after, 
the  signal  was  gifen  for  the  cart  to  dri? e  away,  and  the  man,  who 
was  really  begged  off,  was  hanged,  the  truth  being  found  out  too  late. 
^^  This  account  I  had  more  than  once  from  Mr.  Martin  Killigrew, 
who  was  at  that  time  an  officer  in  general  Kirke's  regiment,  and 
was  upon  the  spot  when  the  thing  happened.     This  I  can  testify, 
as  will,  I  dare  say,  if  applied  to^  Mr.  Bavcnall,  nephew  to  the  said 
Mr.  Killigrew,  whose  name  was  Lister,  but  he  changed  it  to 
Kiiligrew,  upon  marrying  one  of  sir  Peter  Killigrew's  daughters, 
which    daughter   of  sir  Peter  Killigrew's  was  sister  to  my  wife's 
grandmother.     I  remember  I  asked  Mr.  Killigrew,  if  he  knew  of 
any  thing  relating  to  this  affair  he  had  not  mentioned,  which  might 
have  given  rise  to  this  report.     He  said  he  knew  of  none  but  the 
Tiolent  and  universal  hatred,  which  prevailed  all  over  the  west 
country  against  Kirke,  and  that  outrageous  passionate  behaviour, 
which  was  so  habitual  to  him,  that  it  was  become  even  his  constant 
one,  though  it  very  seldom  went  beyond  words. 

^'  I  have  sent  this  to  you,  to  communicate  to  Dr.  Smollett;  for  as 
I  look  upon  it  to  be  the  primary  duty  of  an  historian  to  convey 
to  posterity  the  exact  truth  of  things  without  partiality,  and  to  do 
jusdce  to  the  character  of  men,  especially  when  they  have  beea 
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Mielj  and  iojorioulj  repveiqnted ;  to  I  look  upon  if  to  lie  (b« 
inaispentable  dot j  of  eTorj  mmn,  ai  far  as  liot  io  hitf  powcr|  lo 
fBTDbh  htstoriaos  with  those  lights,  which  will  enable  theos  to  dott. 
Aad  io  this  instance,  I  hare  bo  other  motlTe,  than  that  of  aiaisliiig 
the  abof  e-named  gentleman  in  conrejing  truth  to  mankind,  nod  doing 
jnsticeto  one,  who,  however  faolty  or  criminal  in  other  re^pectai  is 
in  this  an  innocent  and  iipjnred  man. 

-<<  The  inaccuracy,  and  all  other  faults  of  this  letter,  I  nsnstdcdre 
you  and  Dr.  Smollett  to  excuse,  as  the  best  style  and  manner  I 
could  make  use  of  would  be  unworthy  Dr.  Smollett,  or  any  oCker 
historian,  and  my  only  purpose  is  to  convey  to  him  tlie  plain  matter 
of  fact,  together  with  my  proof,  which  he  will  make  use  «if  in  the 
'manner  he  thinks  proper.  I  em,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JOHN  MER&ILL.'* 


^  There  is  very  little  known  respecting  Kirke,  except  die  tale  of 
his  barbarities  in  the  west  of  England.  Echard  sind  Hnmo  call 
him  ^^  a  bold  and  loose  soldier  of  fortune,"  who  had  long  serred  at 
Tangier,  of  which  place  he'was  governor,  and  had  cootracled|,  from 
his  intercourse  with  the  Moors,  an  inhumanity  in  mititary  nffdra, 
not  known  or  practised  In  European  countries. 

'^  At  the  revolution,  he  deserted  his  old  master,  James  II.  smd  waa 
employed  in  the  service  of  William.  The  latter  monarch,  three  days 
after  he  landed  in  this  country,  appointed  Kirke  a  raagor.general, 
and  in  1689,  sent  him  with  a  body  of  troops  to  relieve  Londonderry, 
then  liesieged  by  James,  and  a  French  force  under  general  A  oseoo, 
which  Kirke  with  some  difficulty  effected. 

'In  1 690,  while  William's  army  was  encamped  at  Carrick,  gene, 
nil  Kirke  was  ordered  to  Waterford ;  the  garrison  of  wbick,  coo. 
sisting  of  two  regiments,  capitulated,  upon  condition  of  marching 
out  with  their  arms  and  baggage. 

<  It  Is  probable  that  Kirke  died  in  1691,  as  on  the  18th  of  December 
in  that  year,  he  was  succeeded,  in  the  command  of  the  2d  regiment 
of  foot,  by  colonel  William  Selwyn.  He  married  the  lady  Muy 
Howard,  eldest  daughter  of  George,  fourth  earl  of  Suffolk.  Tbom 
is  not  known  to  be  any  portrait  of  him  extant. 

*  When  be  was  afterwards  upbraided  with  his  crueltieeby  colonel 
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Foulkes,  who  was  with  the  duke  of  Monmouth,  and  afterwards 
coaimanded  a  regiment  in  king  William's  service,  he  declared,  that 
he  did  nothing,  bat  by  an  express  order  from  the  king  and  his  general « 
and  protested,  that  his  commission  went  further ;  and  that  he  had 
put  a  restraint  upon  the  power  and  instructions  that  were  given  him.' 
Though  it  should  not  be  ascribed  to  his  humanity,  but  his  avarice, 
it  is  certain,  that  many  persons  escaped  by  his  pretendied  pardons, 
which  he  sold  for  twenty,  thirty,  and  forty  pounds  apiece.  THey 
were  not  valid  in  law,  yet  they  afforded  those  who  purchased  them 
time  to  settle  their  affairs,  and  retire  to  Holland  and  other  places  oi 
shelter. 

^  Kirke's  ordinary  behaTioor  was  exceedingly  passionate ;  and 
when  his  regiment  was  out  on  a  field^ay,  he  would  curse,  swear,, 
and  threaten  in  the  most  outrageous  manner.  This  behaviour  was 
habitual  to  him,  though  it  seldom  went  beyond  words. 

His  military  promotions  were, 

Colonel  of  the  4th  foot,  Nov.  27,  1680. 

Colonel  of  the^d  foot,  the  Tangier  regiment,  Sept.  19, 1082*. 

Brigadier.general,  May  11th,  1685. 

Major^neral,  November  8th,  1689. 

Lieutenant-general,  December  22d,  1690. 

Governor  of  Tangier. 

Earl  of  Feversham. 

<  T^ewis  de  Duras,  earl  of  Feversham,  was  a  native  of  France.  He 
was  the  son  of  the  duke  de  Duras,  and  brother  to  the  last  duke  of 
that  name,  as  also  to  the  duke  de  Lorge.  His  mother  was  sister  to 
the  great  Turenne,  of  the  princely  house  of  BoutUon.  After  the 
restoration,  he  came  to  England,  was  naturalized  by  act  of  parlUu 
mcnt,  and  behaved  with  great  gallantry  in  the  seaJight  witb^  the 
Dutch,  in  1665.  When  he  first  came  to  England,  he  bore  the  name 
of  Darfort,  and  the  title  of  marquis  de  Blanquefort.  On  the  19th 
of  Janaary,  1672,  he  was  created  baron  Duras,  of  Holdcnby,  in  the 
connty  of  Northampton ;  and  having  married  Mary,  the  eldest 
daughter  and  coheir  of  sir  George  Sondes,  of  Lees-court,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  who  had  been  created  earl  of  Feversham,  the  saiie 
title  was  limited  to  him,  and  he  succeeded  to  it  on  the  death  of  kit. 

History  of  Wiiliam  III.  vol.  i.  p.  170.   Oldmixon*s  History  of  the 
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father.io.law,  io  1677.  Besides  these  booours,  kiog  C%aie# 
appointed  him  to  the  command  of  the  third  troop  of  horse-gvarda, 
afterwards  promoted  him  to  the  second,  and  then  to  the  first.  Upon 
king  James's  accession,  he  was  admitted  into  the  priyy  <:oan(»l,  and 
uras,  as  we  hafe  already  seen,  commander-in-chief  of  the  forces  aent 
against  the  duke  of  Monmonth.  When  James  vras  alarmed  with 
the  prince  of  Orange's  design  to  inyade  the  kingdom,  he  made  tlie 
earl  of  Feversham  general  of  the  army  ;  which  he  afterwacds  took 
care  to  disband,  with  all  possible  expedition,  to  preyent  its  rerolting 
to  the  prince.  He  was,  for  this,  and  some  other  matters  laid  tohia 
charge,  confined,  for  a  short  time,  in  Windsor  castle.  He  waa  a 
man  of  supple  and  insinuating  character,  and  paid  great  attendance 
at  court,  in  the  reigns  of  James  II.  and  WUliam  III.  Io  1679^  he 
was  appointed  master  of  the  horse  to  Catharine,  queeaof  Cbajrlea  II. 
and  afterwards  lord  chamberlain  to  her  majesty;  and  afler  she  retired 
to  Portugal,  he  had  the  management  of  her  affairs,  from  whidi  dr. 
cumstance  he  acquired  the  nickname  of  ^'  Ring  Dowager.**  He  waa 
master  of  the  Royal  College  of  St.  Catharine's,  near  the  Tower.  He 
died  on  the  8th  of  April,  1709,  aged  68,  and  was  buried  in  the  Saro^, 
in  the  Strand,  London,  but  remored,  March  ^ist,  1740^  to  West. 
minster-abbey. 

<  There  are  two  engraved  portraits  of  the  earl  of  Ferersham  : 

1.  Mezzotinto,  by  J.  Bccket,  after  J.  Riley. 

2.  In  Grammont's  Memoirs,  yoI.  ii.  by  E.  Scriren,  after  J.  Riley, 


The  evil  consequences  of  the  defeat  of  the  duke  of 
Monmouth  did  not  terminate  with  the  severities  of 
colonel  Kirke  in  his  military  capacity,  or  of  Jeffreys 
in  his  judicial  office;  but  were  deeply  felt  in  the  sub- 
sequent measures,  which  the  king  afterwards  pursued, 
who  now  thought  himself  at  liberty  to  act  without 
control.  It  afforded  him  a  pretence  to  increase  the 
number  of  his  standing  forces,  pleading  that  the 
militia  was  not  to  be  depended  on,  and  that  he  had 
suffered  in  his  reputation,  by  being  so  miserably 
unprovided  against  the  duke  of  Monmouth's  wretched 
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attempt.'    He  violated  the  test  law,  by  retaining  in^ 
fiis  army,  against  the  remonstrance  of  the  parliam6Dt,v 
unqualified  popish  officers.     He  dissolved  his  par- 
liament in  resentment,,  and  displayed,without  disguise^, 
bis  unbounded  zeal  for  popery.  In  violation  of  the  laws, 
a^ Roman  prelate  publicly  made  his  entry  into  London^ 
in  the  character  of  the^pope*s  nuncio^;  and  the  duke  of 
Somerset  was  disgraced  for  not  paying  him  that  respect 
which  the  laws  had  made  criminal/  In  like  opposition 
and  contempt  of  those  laws,  the  earl  of  Castlemaine 
was  despatched  ta  Rome,  with  the  train  and  pomp  of 
ambassador  extraordinary  ;  with  instructions  to  recon* 
cile  the  kmgdoms  of  England,  Scotland,  aiid  Ireland,, 
to  the  holy  see,  from  which  they  had,  for  more  than  an . 
age^  fallen  off  by  heresy.    Though,. from  deep  policy,, 
the  court  of  Rome  gave  him  but  a  cold  reception,  ytt 
the  Jesuits  entertained  him  with  the  greatest  magnifi-^> 
cence,  and  employed  sculpture,  painting,  poetry,  and 
rhetoric,  to  testify  their  respect  for  him  and  his  royal, 
master. 

In  prosecution  of  this  design^  James  arrogated  to- 
himself  a  power  to  dispense  with  the  laws.      The- 
doctrine  advanced  in  the  courts  af  justice,  by  his 
authority,  was,  that  his  declaration  ought  to  be  obeyed, 

'  Secret  History  of  Charles  II.  and  James  II.  p.  19^ 
^  This  nobleman,  being  first  lord  of  thie  bed-chamber  in  waiting, 
was  expected  to  assist  in  the  ceremony  of  the  nuncio's  entry ;  htt 
ho  told  the  king,  he  couid  not  serre  upon  this  occasion,  being 
assured,  it  was  contrary  to  law.  The  king  asked  him,  if  he  did  not- 
know,  that  he  was  aboTe  the  law.  The  other  replied,  if  the  kin|^ 
were,  he  himself  was  not  abore  the  law ;  for  which  he  was  dismi)ised< 
from  all  his  employments.  Reresby's  Memoirs,  u  qjaoted  Ig- 
Granger. — Biographktd  Hktwr^* 
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if  the  king  had  been  a  Turk  or  a  Jew ;  and  that,  thoag^b 
any  man  might  petition  in  his  private  afiaira,  yet,  to 
petition  about  government  was  a  libel,  and  of  bad  con- 
aeqnence/  But  he  not  only  assumed,  but  acted  by  this 
dispensing  power.  The  force  of  various  acts  of  fiar- 
liament,  and  the  statutes  of  the  university  of  Oxford, 
were  set  aside  by  a  dispensation,  granted  in  May, 
J  686,  to  the  master  and  fellows  of  University  college, 
to  absent  themselves  from  the  religious  service  of  the 
church  of  England ;  to  another  member  of  the  ooiver- 
sity,  to  release  him  from  any  duties  enjoined  by  the  act 
of  uniformity,  or  other  acts;  and  to  John  Massey^M.  A. 
fellow  of  Merton  college,  to  enjoy  the  deanery  of 
Christ-church,  without  being  obliged  to  take  the  oaths 
of  allegiance  and  supremacy,  without  any  test  or 
sacrament,  without  any  declaration  or  subacripticm 
with  respect  to  religion,  or  performing  any  acta  in 
conformity  to  the  discipline  and  liturgy  of  the  charch 
of  England.  To  reconcile  the  minds  of  the  people  to 
these  stretches  of  prerogative,  and  to  diffuse  principles 
of  slavery  and  despotism,  Mr.  Obadiah  Walker  had 
a  licence,  for  twenty-one  years,  to  print  and  sell,  not 
exceeding  in  one  year  twenty  thousand  copies,  of 
various  books,  in  favour  of  the  hierarchy,  doctrines, 
services,  and  practices,  of  the  church  of  Rome.*' 

In  correspondence  with  these  measures,  and  to  bear 
down  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  realm,  a  new 
court  of  inquisition  was  erected,  under  the  name  of  a 
commission  for  ecclesiastical  affairs.  This  commission 

'  Justice  Alliboii'8  Charge  at  the  assizes  at  CroydoD.  CoUectmn«B. 
Cariosa,  vol.  ir.  No.  6,  p.  307. 

*  Collectanea  Cariosa,  toI.  i.  No.  34 — 37. 
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was  repugnant  to  an  express  act  of  parliament ;  and 
though,  somewhat  to  save  appearances,  some  bishops 
of  the  church  of  England  were  named  commissioners, 
who  declined  acting,  Roman  catholics  were  invested 
with  that  authority,  and  made,  judges  of  the  doctrine 
and  discipline  of  a  protestant  church.  The  proceedings 
of  these  commissioners  soon  manifested  the  design  and 
object  of  their  power.  Dr.  Compton,  bishop  of  London, 
was  suspended  by  this  court,  because  he  had  not 
suspended  Dr.  Sharpe,  who  had  incurred  the  king's 
displeasure,  by  preaching  against  the  corruptions  of 
popery.  The  next,  who  felt  the  tyranny  of  this 
ecclesiastical  commission,  were  the  new  president  and 
fellows  of  Magdalen  college,  in  Oxford ;  who  likewise 
were  suspended,  and  declared  incapable  of  any  eccle- 
siastical benefice  or  promotion,  because  they  had 
opposed  the  king's  mandate,  appointing  them  to  elect, 
as  president,  one  Farmer,  a  man  of  bad  character,  and 
who  had  promised  to  declare  himself  a  papist;  though 
such  an  election  would  have  been  a  violation  of  the 
statutes  of  the  founder,  and  involved  them  in  the  guilt 
of  perjury. 

But  no  measure  of  king  James  gave  so  great  an 
alarm,  as  the  imprisonment  and  trial  of  the  seven 
bishops,  who  refused  to  read  his  second  declaration 
for  liberty  of  conscience ;  which,  besides  proceeding 
with  the  former,  on  the  ground  of  the  royal  power,  to 
dispense  with  the  laws,  was  drawn  up  in  a  higher  strain, 
and  chiefly  included  papists.'  After  this,  no  doubt 
could  remain  what  were  the  designs  of  the  king.  In 
fact,  a  systematical  scheme  of  despotism  was  formed, 

'  Wei  wood's  Memoirf^  p.  197— M3. 
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and  a  model  of  gpoveranieiity  for  the  directioB  oT  ffir 
kio|^,  was  drawD  op^  and  preaeDted  to  liiiii»  by  a  jeoit;. 
The  great  oatlinea  of  the  friao  were,  to  eatabliab  % 
eooDcil  of  reformatioBy  to  act  oa  the  principlea^  of  Ae* 
inquiritioD — to  Mibject  the  civil  powera  to  the  ooelen* 
attical — to  appoint  new  modes  of  ehooeiii|r  paiKameiili^. 
particolarly  by  giving  the  bishop  of  the  diocese  a 
negative  voice  to  set  aside  the  election  of  a  knight  of 
the  shire — ^to  make  it  treasoa,  when  the  Robmui  cathelie 
faith  was  once  settled,  to  proposo  a  change  of  it— ^and- 
to  observe  new  methods  in  the  leasing  of  hadB,  dis* 
posing  of  children,  and  ordering  of  servaats— t^  kaep* 
low  those  who  were  so.' 

This  detail  shews  how  nearly  the  aidodr  of  king 
James,  in  die  prosecntioB  of  his  finvoonte  mDJeei% 
encoaraged  by  the  defeat  of  the  duke  of  MimmtnAp. 
had  precipitated  the  nation  into  rmn^  and  riveted  oia. 
it  the  chains  of  popery  and  slavery.    It  shewt  tlie 
importance  and  necessity  of  the  RBTOLmriON  efiecteA 
by  William  III.     '*  If  James  II.  had  gone  on  without 
control,  words  would  not  easily  be  aUe  to  express  the 
miseries  into  which  we  should  have  fiillen/'    Bat  the 
Revoi^ution  disarmed  de^jfoiism,  and  pot  popery  Uy 
flight.    In  religion  it  gave  toleration ;  to  oar  political 
constitution  it  secured  freedom.    It  assigned  to  the 
prerogative  of  the  crown  its  limits ;  «id  it  defined  the 
rights  of  the  people.    It  put  the  sceptre  into  the  hand 
of  the  prince  of  Orange,  as  a/ree  gijt  of  the  nation  ; 
and  it  bound  him,  by  the  most  sacred  ties,  to  bold  it  aa- 
a  ifuH.    *^  To  the  revolaltem  this  nation  owes  a  han« 
dred  years  of  liberty  and  prosperity ;  and  if  we  do  not 
'  Gee'f  Jesuit's  Memoriak 
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forget  the  *'  Lord  M^hich  brought  us  forth  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  from  the  house  of  bondage,*'  it  may 
prolong  the  blessings  to  a  hundced  more/'* 

It  was  an  event  which  diffused  joy  and  gladness 
through  the  kingdom,  and  called  forth  the  wannest 
expressions  of  gratitude  to  Providence.  No  town, 
no  place,  exceeded  in  ardour  and  gladness,  on  this  oc- 
casion, the  inhabitants  of  Taunton.  Severely  had  they^ 
suffered  under  the  rod  of  oppression.  They  flocked, 
in  numbers,  to  the  standard  of  the  prince  of  Orange, 
and  vied  with  their  countrymen,  in  their  generous 
exertions  to  support  his  throne.  The  estimate  they 
delivered  in  of  the  value  of  their  estates  has  entailed, 
as  will  be  seen  in  another  ehapter,  a  land-tax,  which 
is  much  higher  than  is  paid  in  most  parts  of  the  king- 
dom. But,  burthensome  and  unequal  as  it  is,  this^ 
very  circumstance  teaches  an  useful  lesson :  it  should 
impress  on  the  minds  of  the  present,  and  future  gene- 
rations, a  conviction  of  the  great  importance,  in  which 
their  ancestors  regarded  the  revolution.  **  The  Glo- 
rious Revolution  should  be  perpetually  recalled 
to  their  remembrance,  and  the  immortal  decree  of 
the  convention  parliament  continually  impressed  upon 
their  minds,  as  the  great  fundamental  law  of  the  con- 
stitution.*'^ 

With  this  illustrious  sera,  in  the  civil  history  of 
Great  Britain,  we  close  that  of  Taunton ;  only  adding, 
that  there  has  ever  since  been,  in  this  town,  a  large 
party  attached  to  the  principles  of  the  revolution; 
and  that  from  this  town  there  was  sent  up  an  address 

'  Sir  Brooke  Bootliby*t  excelleot  Letter  to  Mr.  BorkSi  p.  10t» 
^  Sir  Brooks  Bootbby's  Letter,  p.  108. 
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(a  copy  of  which  is  given  below')  from  the  justices  ^ 
the  peace  and  grand  jury,  animated  with  the  spirit  of 

'  Somerset.  To  the  KING'S  Most  Excellent  Mujetty. 

The  humble  Address  of  the  Jastices  of  the  Peace,  Grand  Jorj,  and 

other  Gentlemen,  at  the  General  Qoarter-Seatiooi  of  ihe  Peace, 

held  at  Taunton^  the  4th  day  of  October,  1715. 
Mqy  it  please  your  Majesty ^ 

Among  all  the  seasonable  promises  and  engagements  ofjonr  fwlUkm 
ful  subjects,  suffer  us,  of  the  county  of  Somerset^  to  approach  j<m 
with  assurances,  that  jou  have  there  also  a  people,  as  warmi  j  de. 
Toted  to  jour  serrice,  as  the  most  sealons  in  all  yoor  dominlona.  It 
has,  indeed,  been  our  misfortune  to  be  very  ill  represented  in  pas* 
liament;  but  we  have  still  been  untainted  in  our  own  breasts.  We 
hare  been  overpovoered^  but  not  corrupted*  Suffer  us  then  to  make 
those  professions  of  loyalty  and  affection  to  your  majesty,  and  your 
august  house,  at  this  time,  which  the  worst  of  times  would 
induce  us  to  shrink  from,  or  suppress*  Tour  majesty  will 
bear  with  us,  if  the  ardency  of  our  affection  prompts  as  to  addivss 
you  with  too  great  a  freedom.  Pardon  us,  great  sir,  if  we  are  so 
filled  with  the  admiration  of  your  royal  Tirtues,  as  to  forget  oar 
distance;  and  hearen  will  forgive  us,  if  we  admit  of  more  tban 
ordinary  transports  at  those  blessings  you  hare  brought  us,  or  an 
unusual  indignation  against  those  base  incendiaries,  who  thcmseWes 
despise  them,  or  would  deprive  us  of  them ;  incendiaries  which  the 
worst  of  ages  has  not  parallelled  ;  traitors^  as  far  ezceediug^  their 
brethren  of  the  5th  of  November^  as  the  additional  ingredients  of 
HYPOCRISY,  INGRATITUDE,  and  PERJURY,  can  make 
them. 

Let  them  go  on,  inridiously,  to  disturb  mankind,  and  fight  against 
their  Maker ;  let  them  shew  their  boasted  Loyalty  by  Rebellion^ 
and  their  Religion  by  Perjury;  let  them  manifest  their  lore  to  their 
native  country,  by  conspiring  to  make  it  the  prey  and  plunder  of 
foreign  armies  ;  and  let  the  world  see  their  zeal  for  the  Church  of 
Englandy  by  the  pretended  head  they  labour  to  set  over  it.  We 
question  not,  but,  if  they  kindle  the  fire,  themselves  will  be  the 
sacrifice.  If  they  will  not  quit  their  inventions^  they  shall  perish 
in  them.  If  they  will  not  be  ledj  they  shall  be  drivenj  to  repentance.. 
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liberty,  on  the  accession  of  George  I.  when  in  his  per- 
son^ ^*  the  present  royal  family  were  called  by  the  natum 
to  the  throne  of  these  kingdoms,  to  defend  and  support 
our  religion,  liberties,  and  laws." 

If  they  win  aot  taste  yoor  majesty's  Jtfercy,  they  shall  feel  yonr 
Juitice, 

For  our  own  parts,  we  satisfy  onrseWes  that  we  hare  sofficieDtly 
proTed  our  regard  to  our  constitution^  both  in  Church  and  State ^  by 
constantly  adhering  to  those  principles,  which  hare  placed  them 
under  the  protection  of  your  sacred  majesty;  and  we  cheerfully 
depend  on  the  preser? ation  of  them,  from  the  providence  of  a  good 
God,  and  the  vigilance  and  resolution  of  the  best  of  kings.  And  wo 
beg  leave  to  declare  to  your  majesty,  and  the  whole  world,  that  as 
the  succession  of  y our  Iltustrioui  House  was  ever  dearer  to  us  than 
our  lives,  so  we  will  never  fail  to  support  and  defend  it  at  the 
eipense  of  them ;  and  that,  as  yon  have  daily,  and  hourly,  the 
prayers  and  endeavours,  so  you  shall  never  want  the  treasure,  or 
the  blood,  of  Your  MqfestyU 

Most  Loyal  and  Obedient  Sul^cts.* 
N.  B.  This  was  signed  by  all  the  justices,  eicept  one,  and  by 

every  one  of  the  grand  jury, 

X  Cenmnmicated  by  Mr.  Nerris. 
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HAMLETS   IN   THE  PARISHES   DF  SA 
AND  SAINT  JAMES-HOLWAY— NOBT 

FLOOK-HOUS  E P  YRLAN  U— PLAIS' 

OBRIDGE-FRIOR-S  WOOD. 

HOLWAY. 

HOLWAY  is  a  small  bamk 
Taunton  Saint  Mary  Magdalen, 
half  south-east  of  the  church. 

•On  the  IdthofMay,  lS2l,a8tIie 
Blake,  esq.  were  ploughing  a  fi 
Acres,  at  Uoiway,  tlie  plough  str 
and  broke  off  tlie  top  of  it.  It 
great  number  of  Roman  silver  co 
of  our  sliiiliug,  and  others  of  thai 
the  following  emperors,  namely,  < 
Cutistuntius  II.  337  ;  Julian  II. 
Valentinian  1.  304;  Valens,  9 
Valentinian  junior,  37-'i;  Theod 
i»/uri»i«^,  083 ;  Victor,  ass ;  Euge 
3{)-5  ;  and  Honorius,  305. 

'  Near  the  urn  were  also  found 
human  skeletons.  The  coins  wei 
of  preservation,  and  it  is  probot: 
during  the  troublesome  times  that  i 
the  departure  of  the  Roman  legio 
the  beginning  of  the  fifth  centor; 
of  them  is  one  of  the  tenth  year  < 
405,  bearing  the  mjntmark  of  C< 
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^esiiiest^Js  of  the  fifth  year  of  Constant,  A.  D.  342, 
4>earing  -the  miutmark  of  Siscia,  a  town  of  PannoDia. 

'  The  discovery  of  these  coins  proves  that  the  Romans 
were  in  the  immediate  vicifiity  of  Taunton,  between  the 
years  342  and  405,  of  the  Christian  aera ;  about  which 
latter  year,  they  were  ^obliged  to  evacuate  the  British 
province,  for  the  purpose  of  concentrating  their  forces, 
and  defending  Rome  itself  against  the  Goths. 

'  The  coins,  found  at  Holway,  are  of  the  same  period 
as  those  mentioned  in  page  14  of  this  history  to  have 
Jbe^n  ploughed  up  at  Lillesdon,  in  the  parish  of  North- 
CJurry,  in  1748. 

NORTH-TOWN. 

*  North-town  is  a  hamlet  in  the  parish  of  St.  James, 
divided  from  Taunton  by  the  river  Tone,  and  con« 
nected  with  it  by  a  stone  bridge  of  two  arches. 

*  The  antiquity  of  this  hamlet  is  expressed  in  the 
following  traditional  distich  : — 

^^  TauQton  was  a  fuizy  down, 
When  Norton  was  a  market  town." 

« But  nothing  appears  in  history  to  warrant  this 
assertion. 

'  There  is  an  annual  fair  held  here  for  three  days,  on 
the  7th,  8th,  and  9th  of  July.  On  the  first  day,  the 
fair  opens  very  early  in  the  morning,  with  the  sale  of 
considerable  quantities  of  garlick,  from  barges.  To  this 
succeeds  the  fair  for  all  sorts  of  cattle  and  horses.  The 
other  two  days  are  solely  for  pedlary  and  confectionary 
wares.  The  lord  of  the  manor  of  Taunton-Degn, 
claims  the  profits  of  this  fair ;  and  in  the  rental  of  the 
hundred  of  Staplegrove,  the  yearly  issues  are  set  down 
at  six  shillings  and  eight-pence. 
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'  Within  the  lait  fifty  yearst  there  ww  a  miAmg^ 
■tool  at  North*towD,  in  the  pool,  on  the  aooth  rida  of 
the  road,  for  docking  disorderly  wad  tcddin|^  women. 

TARB-HOUSE. 

^  Yard-house  is  the  residence  of  Miss  Halliday,  de» 
scended  from  an  ancient  family  of  that  name,  settled 
in  Watshire.  Yard,  in  the  reigrn  of  Henry  YIU. 
was  the  residence  of  the  family  of  Hill. 

VliOOK-HOUSE. 

^  Flook-hoose  is  the  residence  of  William  Metford, 
M.  D.  At  this  house  John  Trenchard,  esq.  M.  P.  for 
Taunton,  resided,  daring  the  election  of  the  year  1715, 
for  the  borough  of  Taunton,  and  here  wrote  several 
papers  in  the  celebrated  periodical  pablication  of  tiiat 
day  called  ^'  The  Independent  Whig/' 

FT&IiAND. 

Pyrland  is  a  hamlet  in  the  parish  of  Taunton  Su 
James,  and  lies  about  two  miles  north-east  of  the 
church.  It  derives  its  name  from  the  service,  by  which 
it  was  held,  during  the  feudal  times.  When  the  tenants 
of  manors  had  obtained  favour  of  their  lords  to  be 
under  certain  rents  and  services,  their  lands  had  names, 
which  indicated  the  particular  services  they  were  to 
perform,  and  by  those  names  they  were  entered  in  tbe 
Tolls  of  the  manor,  for  a  perpetual  remembrance  of  their 
tenure.  Ber-land  was  the  term  for  land,  held  by  the 
service  of  bearing  or  carrying  the  lord's  or  his  steward's 
provisions,  or  other  things,  in  their  removal  from  place 
to  place,  and  the  tenants  of  this  land  were  called 
Bemiannu^ 

"  SooiDer  on  Givelkind,  118.*— Gurdon's  Hist,  of  tKe  Court. 
Leat,  p.  579. 
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Pyrland-House,  in  the  beginning  of  the  last 
century,  was  the  residence  of  George  Dean,  esq.  It 
is  now  the  seat  of  the  baronet  family  of  Yea. 

The  highlj.respecUble  family  of  Yea  is  descended  from  DaWd 
Yea,  of  Sturminstcr-Marshall,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  esq.  who 
married  Ursula,  daughter  of  Edward  Hobbes,  of  Brompton.Ralph 
and  Stoke.Courcy,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  esq.  by  whom  he  had 
issue  one  son, 

DaTid  Yea,  of  Oakhampton  and  Brompton.Ralph,  esq.  who  was 
high.sheriff  of  the  county  of  Somerset  in  1726.  He  married  Dorothy, 
youngest  daughter  and  co.heiress  of  William  Lacy,  of  Ilartrow. 
and  El  worthy,  esq.  and  had  issue  one  son,  David,  and  three  daugh. 
ters,  Mary  and  Jenity,  who  died   unmarried,  and  Dorothy,  who 

married  first Tate,  esq.  and  secondly  Francis  Collins,  of 

Wiyeliscombe,  esq. 

Darid,  only  son  of  the  said  David  Yea,  esq.  was  one  of  his 
majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  this  county.  lie  married  Joan, 
daughter  and  heiress  of  Nathaniel  Brewer,  of  Tolland,  esq.  de- 
scended from  the  Brewers  of  Chard.  They  had  issue  four  sons 
and  five  daughters,  namely,  David,  the  eldest,  who  died  in  December, 
1758;  %  Thomas,  who  died  unmarried;  3.  William,  who  sue. 
ceeded  to  the  estate,  of  whom  presently  ;  and  4.  Robert,  who  died 
in  his  infancy.  The  daughters  were  Mary,  Dorothy,  Jenny,  Betty, 
and  Sally. 

William,  the  third  and  only  surTivingson  of  David  Yea,  esq.  be« 
came  the  possessor  of  considerable  estates  in  the  several  counties  of 
Dorset,  Devon,  and  Somerset,  and  fiied  his  residence  at  Pyrland, 
which  has  since  been  the  principal  scat  of  the  family.  He  was 
created  a  baronet  on  the  18th  of  June,  1759;  served  the  office  of 
high»sherifif  for  the  county  of  Somerset  in  1760 ;  and  was  also  one 
of  his  majesty's  justices  of  the  peace  for  (he  same  county.  He  died 
the  18th  of  November,  1806,  having  married  Julia,  eldest  daughter 
of  sir  George  Trevelyan,  of  Nettlecombe,  bart.  (by  Julia  his  wife, 
daughter  of  sir  Walter  Calverley,  bart.)  leaving  issue  a  daughter, 
Julia,  who  died  unmarried ;  and  six  sons,  namely,  1.  William-WaU 
ter,  of  whom  hereafter  ;  %.  Lacy,  born  December  14,  1757,  and 
died  1758 ;  3.  Lacy,  born  January  91, 1759,  and  died  January  19^^ 

o  o 
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1811 9  haying  married,  September  ^8,  1808,  Margaret  Duff,  a  d^ 
scendant  from  the  aacient  Scottish  family  of  that  name  ;  4.  Gewfe^ 
bom  April  1,  1760,  died  October  2,  1811  ;  6.  Thomas.E*rere,wbo 
^ied  unmarried;  and  6. ,  bom  in  1770. 

William-Walter,  eldest  son  of  sir  William  Yea,  bart.  was  bom  in 

1756,  and  married,  Mrij  1,  1783,  Jane,  daughter  of  Fraucb  New. 

ihan,  of  Cadbury.house,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  esq.    lie  died 

on  the  27th  of  December,  1804,  during  the  life.tiroe  of  his  fatker, 

-aged  48  years,  and  was  interred  iu  the  parish  church  of  St.  Jameiy 

Taunton,  where  there  is  an  inscription  to  his  memory,  lie  left  istae 

^y  his  said  wife,  four  sons  and  six  daughters,  namely^,  I.  WiUianu 

Walter,  of  whom  presentlif  ;  2.  L*cy,  3.  Lacy,  who  both  died  ia 

their  infancy ;  4.  Henry-Lacy,  living,   1822  ;    5.  Jane-NeiriiaD  ; 

6.  Georgiana,  married,  May  21,  1804,  llaynes  Gihbs  AUeyne^  of 

the  island  of  Barbadoes,  esq.  7.  Julia,  w1k>  died  an  infant ;  8.  Julie* 

Eieanora;  9.  Louisa;  10.  Charlotte,  who  married,  March  14^  18)0^ 

Robert  Grant,  of  Mony-Musk,  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen,  esq* 

William. Walter  Yea,  esq.  the  eldest  son,  succeeded  as  second 
baronet,  on  the  death  of  his  grandfather,  in  1806.  lie  married^  Jone 
24,  1806,  Annc-Hechstetter,  youngest  daughter  of  DaTid-Robert 
Michel,  of  Dawlish,  in  the  county  of  Dorset,  esq.  by  whom  he  hat 
issue,  1.  Eleanora.Anne-Hechstetter  ;  2.  Lacy-Walter.Gilea  ; 
3.  Anne;  4.  Charlotte;  5.  David- Raleigh,  and  6.  William-Walter* 
Raleigh,  both  died  infants  ;  7.  Julia-Eliza;  8.  Raleigh-IIonry. 

The  arms  borne  by  the  family  of  Yea  are,  quarterly,  1.  verty  a 
ram  passant,  argent ;  2.  gulesy  two  rams  in  pale,  passant,  ermine / 
5.  gulesy  two  bends,  wavy,  or^  a  chief,  Taire;  4.  as  the  iirst.*- 
Crest,  a  talbot  passant,  argent, — Motto,  Esto  semper  JideliSm 

PLAISTREET, 

This  is  the  name  of  a  large  house,  situated  in  the 
parish  of  Taunton  St.  James,  between  the  town  and 
the  hamlet  of  Obridge.  It  was  recently  the  residence 
of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Ambrose,  of  Mount-Ambrose,  in 
the  county  of  Dublin. 

Pkts,  in  the  British  language,  signifies  a  mansion, 
and  where-ever  we  find  the  appellation  of  Street^  we 
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have  good  reason  to  expect  a  road  of  the  Romans.' 
Prom  this  etymology  it  may  be  inferred,  that  the 
road  which  runs  past  this  house  is  the  remains  of  a 
Roman  road. 

Whitaker  (Hist,  of  Manchester,  p.  77.)  says,  that 
where-ever  we  meet  with  the  name  of  Street^  we  may 
be  absolutely  certain,  that  a  Roman  road  has  formerly 
proceeded,  or  still  continues  to  proceed  along  the  place. 
Where-ever  the  track  of  a  Roman  road  has  persisted 
invariably  in  the  course  of  a  modern  highway,  the 
name  of  Streeij  along  the  line  of  tlie  latter,  is  the  only 
proof  that  we  can  have  concerning  the  existence  of  the 
former.  The  name  of  Strait,  Strat,  or  Street,  and  the 
kindred  appellation  of  Ceaster,  Caster,  or  Chester, 
are  two  words  derived  from  the  Romans  to  the 
Britons,*  and  communicated  by  the  Britons  to  the 
Saxons.  In  the  original  application  of  the  words  by 
the  Romans,  they  could  absolutely  signify  nothing  but 
the  Roman  roads,  and  the  Roman  camps;  and  in  the 
posterior  application  of  them  by  the  Britons  and  Sax« 
ons,  they  must  have  been  merely  continued  to  the  same 
camps,  and  have  been  merely  retained  by  the  same 
roads.  As  the  Britons  must  have  originally  adopted 
these  names  from  the  Romans  before  the  departure  of 
the  latter  from  the  island,  so  there  were  then  undoubt- 
edly no  public  highways  or  roads,  and  no  stationary 
camps,  or  castles,  within  the  island,  but  such  as  had 
been  formed  by  the  Romans.  And  as  the  Saxons 
must  have  derived  these  names  from  the  Britons,  after 
the  subjection  of  the  latter  in  war,  and  must  therefore 

'  Bishop  Gibson's  Camden,  63G. 

*  Tho  terms  used  by  the  Britons  were  Ystrad  and  Caen 
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bave  found  them  already  affixed  to  the  camps  and  the 
roads  of  the  Romans,  so  they  appear  equally  with  the 
Britons  to  have  used  the  name  of  Chester  for  the 
characteristic  denomination  of  a  Roman  camp,  and  the 
name  of  Street  for  the  characteristic  appellation  of  a 
Roman  road. 

ROWBARTON. 

This  is  a  hamlet  in  the  parish  of  Taunton  St.  James, 
about  one  mile  north-east  from  the  church,  in  the 
turnpike  road  leading  to  Kingston. 

OBRIDGE. 

Obridge  is  a  hamlet  in  the  parish  of  Taunton  St« 
James,  about  one  mile  east  from  the  church.  Hera 
was  an  ancient  mill,  held  under  the  c&stle  of  Taunton, 
at  the  rent  of  six  pounds,  one  shilling,  and  eight-pence. 
This  mill  has  been  destroyed  by  the  improFementa 
made  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  Tone. 
*  There  was  another  mill  between  Obridge  mill  and 
ihe  town  called  Fire-pool.  The  mill  in  Upper  Higb- 
street  bears  the  name  of  Pool-wall  mill. 

prior's  wood. 

Prior's  Wood  consists  of  a  farm-house  and  lands, 
anciently  a  grange  belonging  to  the  priory  of  Tann^ 
ton.  It  is  now  the  property  of  John  Halliday,  of 
Chapel  Cleeve,  in  the  county  of  Somerset,  esq. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

THE  PRESENT  STATE    OF  THE  TOWN ^THE    MODERN^ 

IMPRO YEMENIS  AND  POPULATION. 

J.  HE  spirit  of  improvement  in  buildings,  and  in  the 
plan  of  towns,  which  ha»  diffused  itself  through  the 
kingdom,  is,  on  the  one  hand,  the  consequence  of  the 
opulence,  to  which  this  country  has  attained,  and,  on 
the  other,  of  the  general  increase  and  spread  of  know- 
ledge, which  has  taken  place  of  late  years.  In  the 
infancy  of  our  manufactures  and  commerce,  the 
attention  of  the  people  was  engaged  by  the  active  and 
parsimonious  efforts  of  industry.  Yet,  in  an  early 
period  of  their  trade,  the  inhabitants  of  Taunton  appear 
to  have  carried  their  views  to  objects  of  convenience 
and  ornament*  For  more  than  three  hundred  yean 
back,  a  statute  was  passed,  in  the  parliament  of  the 
17th  of  Edward  IV.  fur  paving  this  town,  as  also  the 
towns  of  Cirencester  and  Southampton.' 

Whatever  alterations  the  buildings  might  hare 
undergone,  in  the  course  of  nearly  three  centuries,  as 
the  necessities,  convenience,  or  taste  of  individuals 
would  dictate,  k  does  not  appear,  that  any  general 
change  for  accommodation  or  safety  took  place,,  till 

^  Sir  Robert  Cotton's  Abrldgemeot  of  the  Records  in  the  Towet 
of  LondoD^  1657,  p.  70S.    T. 
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was  limked  to  the  first  of  May,  1709  ;  hut  the  second 
had  not  been  thirteen  yj^ars  in  force,  before  the  state* 
of  the  roads  rendered  i^  expedient  to  apply  to  parlia- 
tnent  for  an  entargement  of  the  terms  of  the  former 
acts,  and  for  some  other  powers,  which  were  not 
included  in  them. 

A  third  act,  therefore,  repealing*  the  two  preceding*,, 
was  passed  in  the  year  1778,  the  18th  of  George  III. 
This  act  changed  the  qualification  of  a  trustee  from 
the  possession  of,  or  title  to,  a  personal  estate  of  one 
thousand  pounds  vahie,  into  one  of  two  thousand 
pounds,  or  an  estate  in  land,  in  his  own  or  his  wife^a 
right,  of  one  hondred  pounds  clear  yearly  value,  above 
repmals,.  or  beings  heir  apparent  to  one  of  the  clear 
yearly  value  o^  two  hundred  pounds.  To  the  validity 
of  the  election  ^  new  trustees,  it  is  enacted,  that  they 
shall  be  chosen  by  thirteen,  or  more,  of  the  surviving 
tmatees,  and  afler  twenty-one  days  public  notice  of  the 
meeting  for  such  an  election.  Except  in  this  case,  or 
that  of  the  appointment  of  a  collector  of  the  tolls,  on 
the  death  or  removal  of  a  former  one,  when  two 
trustees  may  act;  or  in  that  of  borrowing  moneys 
when  thirteen  must  be  present ;  seven  are  sufficient  to^ 
carry  the  various  powers  of  the  act  into  execution. 
Ammig  other  clauses,  peculiar  to  this  act,  was  one, 
enacting  the  same  toll  at  every  gate,  on  a  traveller 
passing  through  the  town  on  the  same  day ;  another 
authorizing  the  demand  at  every  gate,  on  a  Sunday,  of 
the  same  toll  aslhat  payable  on  other  days,  and,  over  and 
above,  a  like  toll,  to  be  taken  as  a  Sunday's  toll.  The- 
application,  to  which  it  appropriated  three-fourths  o£ 
tte  Sondiiy'a  tdll^  constitutes  a  peculiar  and  importaut 
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in  five  districtSi  are  declared  to  form  only  one  trust. 
The  trustees  are  empowered  to  make  a  carriage  road 
from  Henley's  Barn,  or  Parsons*  House,  in  the  parish 
of  Bishop*s-HuU,  to  the  village  of  Rumwell,  in  the 
same  parish,  and  also  from  the  village  of  Chilson^  to 
the  town  of  Wellington. 

By  this  act,  the  tolls  to  be  taken  are  limited  as 
follows,  namely.  No  more  than  one  toll  shall  be  taken 
on  the  same  day,  on  the  road  leading  from  Taunton  to 
Hartrow-gate,  in  the  parish  of  Stogumber ;  also  on  the 
road  from  Langford-bridge,  in  Staplegrove,  to  Parish's 
Barn,  in  Milverton;  also  on  the  road  from  Taunton  St. 
James,  to  the  corner  of  Cole's  Wall,  in  Broomfield; 
also  from  the  smith's  shop,  in  Rowbarton,  to  the 
direction-post,  beyond  Yard's  Barn,  in  Broomfield ; 
also  from  East-reach  gate  to  Ashill-gate,  and  from 
Maddock's  Tree,  in  Thorn-Falcon,  to  the  Red  Post, 
in  Fivehead  \  also  from  the  Quakers'  Burying-place, 
in  West-Monkton,  to  the  Green  Dragon,  in  Thurlox- 
ton,  and  from  the  Cross-ways,  near  the  place  where 
Walford-inn  formerly  stood,  to  Athelney-bridge ;  also 
from  Shuttem-gate,  in  Taunton,  to  White  Ball,  in 
Sampford-Arundel,  and  from  the  said  Shuttern-gate, 
over  Blagdon-hill,  to  White  Wall,  near  Churchingford ; 
also  from  East-gate,  in  Taunton,  to  the  pound,  in  Staple- 
Fitzpaine.  And  that  no  more  than  two  tolls  shall  be 
taken  on  the  same  day,  on  the  road  from  Tucker's- 
gate,  in  the  parish  of  Lyng,  to  Piper' s-inn,  in  Ashcott 
This  clause  does  not  affect  the  Sunday's  toll. 

The  trustees  are  empowered  by  this  act  to  take  down 
certain  houses  and  buildings  in  Taunton,  and  other 
places,  first  making  compensation  for  the  same^  in  tb^ 
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wveral  rows  of  stalls  and  standings,  and  some  oU 
houses ;  most,  if  not  all,  of  which,  to  the  number  of 
fourteen,  were  occupied  as  public  houses. 

A  spot  of  ground,  so  crowded  with  biiiidings,  in  th6 
centre  of  the  town,  besides  obstructing  the  free  ciroo* 
lation  of  the  air,  could  not  but  be  attended  with  inany 
inconveniencies  and  nuisances,  by  tbe  filth  lying  in  its 
Harrow  passages,  and  the  receptacles  for  idleness  and 
rice,  which  many  of  its  buildings,  from  their  situaticuip 
became.  This  ground  afforded  a  site  for  a  commodioos 
ttiarket,and  the  taking  down  of  the  edifices  and  stand* 
ings,  with  which  it  was  coviered,  would  leaTe  an  opeoiui^ 
at  once  salubrious  and  beautiful.  In  every  view,  the 
measure  became  an  object  of  great  utility.  It,  at  las^ 
effectually  excited  attention,  and  caUed  fortk  t^ 
exertion  of  some  sensible  and  public-sfiivited  men  of 
Taunton  ;  who,  in  1 763,  formed  diemsdves  into  aa 
association,  called  ^*  The  Market-House  Society*" 
It  was  an  avowed  part  of  that  plan  to  prevent  the  evils 
and  drunkenness  of  a  contested  election,  by  engaging 
tome  gentlemen,  inclined  ^'  to  represent  tbe  borougb^ 
to  devote,  to  this  act  of  public  and  pennaneDt  utility^ 
the  sums,  which  had  generally  been  lavished  in  lai^gesaas 
and  feasts,  to  the  voters  of  the  time."  Tbe  scheme 
was  kept  in  view,  and  pursued,  till  circomstaoces  ^ 
favoured  the  execution.  The  vigorous  and  seasonable 

than  one  person  at  a  time  was  put  into  dlher,  and  theie  geoeraUy 
deserters  or  Tagrants.  So  horrid  and  shoclung  were  tbeae  Taospu 
fades,  that  confinement  in  them  was  dreaded  beyoodoieasaie^  aad 
some,  oYerpo  wered  chiefly  by  the  horror  of  tbe  place,  had  laid^U^il 
liands  upon  thems^lres,  uiulble  to  ondure  fliflir  sWmttiwii— fliFV 
Toulmin'8  JdSS. 
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The  preamble  to  this  act  recites,  that  **  the  market 
of  the  town  of  Taunton  is  held  in  the  open  public 
streets^  and  that  the  removing  of  the  same  would  be 
of  great  convenience  to  the  inhabitants,  and  to  all 
persons  resorting  thereto. 

^'  That  the  lord  bishop  of  Winchester,  and  James 
Foy,  and  John  Shute,  his  portreeves,  claim  a  property 
in  the  said  market,  but  are  willing  to  give  up  their  right 
therein,  upon  satisfaction  being  made  to  them  for  the 
same. 

''  That  there  is  a  convenient  spot  of  ground  in  the 
centre  of  the  said  town,  commonly  called  T%e  Island 
and  Comhill^  the  same  being  triangular,  and  situate 
in  and  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  the  Fore-street,  and ' 
pointing  northwards  towards  the  North-street,  on  part 
whereof  certain  old  houses,  stalls,  and  standings,  and 
a  guildhall,  are  now  standing  ;  and  if  the  said  houses, 
standings,  and  guildhall  were  taken  down  and  removed, 
a  commodious  and  convenient  market  might  be  holden 
on  the  said  ground;  a  market-house,  part  whereof 
might  be  appropriated  and  used  as  a  town-hall,  or 
guildhall,  for  the  judges  of  assize,  and  for  the  justices 
of  the  peace  for  the  county  df  Somerset,  if  they  shall 
think  proper  to  hold  their  assizes  and  sessions  there, 
and  for  holding  the  meetings  of  the  trustees  appointed 
to  execute  this  act,  and  for  the  steward  of  the  bishop  of 
Winchester,  for  the  time  being,  to  hold  his  courts,  and 
other  necessary  and  convenient  houses  and  buildings, 
might  be  erected  thereon,  which  would  be  a  general 
advantage  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  and  the 
surrounding  country. 

''  That    many   disorders    and    irregularities    are 
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frequently  committed  in  the  night-time  in  East-straef, 
High-street,  North-street,  and  Fore-street,  in  the  said 
town,  which,  in  a  great  measure,  might  be  prevented, 
if  the  said  streets  were  properly  lighted. 

<<  That  the  cleansing  the  streets  of  the  said  town, 
and  the  taking  down  the  signs  and  sign-posts,  and  the 
removing  and  preventing  all  annoyances  and  incroach- 
ments  therein,  would  tend  greatly  to  the  health,  safety, 
and  advantage,  as  well  of  the  inhabitants,  as  of  all 
others  resorting  thereto. 

^'  And  that  the  passage  through  North-street  to 
the  bridge,  called  North-town-bridge,  is  greatly 
obstructed  by  two  old  ruinous  houses,  now  standing 
between  Greping4ane  and  Horse-lane,  and  it  would 
tend  greatly  to  the  convenience  of  the  inhabitants  and 
the  public,  if  the  said  houses  were  taken  down,  and 
the  ground  whereon  they  stand  were  laid  into  the 
public  street. 

^'  For  carrying  the  purposes  of  this  act  into  execa* 
tion,  it  is  therefore  enacted, 

**  That  sir  Thomas  Dyke  Acland,  bart. "  and  twenty- 
four  other  gentlemen,  whose  names  are  mentioned  in 
the  act,"  and  their  successors  to  he  elected  in  manner 
hereinafter  mentioned,  together  with  every  man,  who 
shall,  on  or  before  the  2 1th  of  June,  \7G9,  advance  and 
pay  the  sum  of  five  guineas,  as  a  free  gift  towards  the 
purposes  of  this  act,  shall  be,  and  are  accordingly  con- 
stituted and  appointed,  trustees,  to  carry  this  act  into 
execution. 

*'  The  trustees  shall  hold  their  meetings  at  the  town- 
hall,  as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  erected  and  fitted  up, 
and,  from  and  after  that  time,  in  no  other  place.    Not 
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Ie8a  than  nine  trustees  are  competent  to  transact  any 
l^usinessi  under  this  act,  except  to  adjourn  meetings^ 
"which  may  be  done  by  two. 

'<  When  the  trustees  shall  be  reduced  by  death,  or 
otherwise,  below  sixty,  new  ones  shall  be  elected; 
Iwo-thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  whom  shall  at  all 
tinoies  consist  of  inhabitants  of  Taunton,  and  one-third 
of  gentlemen  residing  in  the  neighbourhood. 

^'  As  soon  as  the  trustees  shall  have  set  out  the  ground 
proper  for  holding  the  said  market  upon,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  them  to  purchase  the  said  ground,  and  any  builds 
ings  thereon,  and  convert  the  same  into  a  place  for 
holding  the  said  market,  and  for  erecting  a  market- 
house,  part  whereof  shall  be  appropriated  as  a  guildhalL 
^'  The  trustees  shall  have  and  possess  the  right  of 
holding  the  said  market  on  the  ground  so  set  out,  and^ 
receive  and  take  the  rents,  tolls,  and  profits  thereof;; 
tmd  shall  direct  at  what  hour  in  the  morning  the  mar« 
ket  shall  be  held,  and  at  what  hour  in  the  evening  it 
shall  close,  notice  being  given  of  the  same  by  ringing 
a  bell. 

^^  No  person  shall  erect  any  stalls  or  standings,  or  hold 
any  other  market,  in  Taunton,  or  vend  or  expose  to 
sale  any  corn,  fish,  meat,  poultry,  or  other  provisions, 
or  any  live  cattle,  within  any  of  the  public  streets,  or 
within  one  thousand  yards  from  the  bounds  of  the  said 
market,  within  the  county  of  Somerset,  except  such 
persons  shall  be  licensed  by  two  or  more  trustees^ 
under  the  penalty  of  five  pounds. 

'^  The  trustees  are  empowered  to  purchase  the  said 
two  houses  standing  between  Groping-lane  and  Horse* 
lane,  and  pull  down  the  same^  and  add  the  site  to  the 
•tre^t. 


^    . 
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his  successors,  as  a  full  compensation  for  the  right 
which  the  said  bishop  had  in  the  old  market.  And  aH 
annuity  of  eighteen  pounds  shall  be  paid  to  the  port- 
reeves, as  a  full  compensation  for  their  right  in  the 
said  old  market. 

''  The  act  appoints  the  mayor  of  Taunton  to  be 
clerk  of  the  said  market/ 

**  The  constables  of  the  borough  of  Taunton,  and 
their  successors,  shall  enjoy  the  same  authority  and 
profits  arising  from  weighing  in  the  market,  as  they  did 
in  the  old  market  before  the  passing  of  this  act. 

'^  The  trusteed  shall  cause  the  streets  and  public 
passages  in  the  said  town  to  be  cleansed  and  freed  from 
all  annoyances,  obstructions,  nuisances,  and  incroach- 
ments  whatever. 

**  If  any  person  shall  drive  or  place  any  carriage,  or 
shall  ride,  lead,  drive,  or  place  any  horse  or  beast,  or 
shall  drive  any  wheelbarrow,  or  shall  run  any  wheel, 
or  draw  any  sledge,  upon  the  fooUpavement  within  tb0 
said  town ;  or  shall  throw  or  lay  any  ashes,  dirt,  or  any 
filth  or  annoyance  whatever,  either  upon  the  carriage  or 
foot  ways;  or  shall  suffer  any  swine  to  go  at  large  in  the 
said  streets;  every  person,  offending  in  any  of  the  cases 
aforesaid,  shall,  for  every  offence,  forfeit  ten  shillings. 

'^  All  actions,  brought  or  prosecuted  by  or  on  behalf 
of  the  trustees,  shall  be  brought  and  maintained  in  the 
name  of  the  clerk  for  the  time  being  to  the  said  trustees. 

''  Persons  aggrieved  by  any  thing  done  under  th^ 
act  may  appeal  to  the  general  quarter-sessions  of  the 
county  of  Somerset. 

*  Iq  conseqaence  of  the  dissolution  of  the  corporate  body^  thero  * 
i^s  not  since  been  any  clerk  of  ,the  market. 


HISTORY   OF   TAUNTON.  579 

ground,  within  one  thousand  yards  of  the  site  of  the 
present  market,  and,  after  purchasing  the  same,  to 
appropriate  a  competent  part  thereof  for  enlarging 
the  market  for  the  sale  of  cattle  and  swine,  and  for 
any  other  purposes  of  the  said  market,  and  to  use  other 
parts  thereof  for  depositing  the  temporary  stalls  and 
standings,  when  the  same  shall  not  be  in  use. 

'^  The  trustees  and  their  lessees  may  demand  and 
receive,  for  and  in  respect  of  cattle  and  swine  expose4 
to  sale  in  the  said  market,  the  following  tolls,  namely, 
'^  For  every  horse,  mule,  ass,  or  beast,  any  sum  not 

exceeding  one  shilling. 
^'  For  every  drove  of  calves,  sheep,  lambs,  or  swine,  any 
sum  not  exceeding  three  shillings  per  score ;  and 
so  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  less  number. 
''  The  trustees  may  borrow,  on  mortgage  of  the  tolls, 
any  sum  of  money  not  exceeding  ten  thousand  pounds* 
^'  All  the  powers  contained  in  the  act  of  the  8th  and 
9th  of  George  III.  for  lighting  the  said  streets,  are 
extended,  by  this  act,  to  all  the  other  streets  and 
avenues  of  the  town  and  places  adjacent. 

^*  The  trustees  shall  not  appoint  the  same  persoju.to 
be  their  clerk  and  treasurer. 

'^  The  accounts  to  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  the 
trustees  and  creditors." 

Then  follow  certain  clauses,  directing  the  applica« 
tion  of  compensation  for  buildings,  &c.  purchased  by 
the  trustees. 

It  is  then  enacted,  ''  That  it  may  :be  convenient  that 
the  s^id  town  and  plac^  adjacent,  or  some  part  thereof, 
should  be  lighted  with  gas;  and  for  the  purpose  of 
using  carburetted  hydrogen,  or  copl-gas,  the.  tri|iit€i«p 
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MARKET-HOUS£. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act , of  the  8th  and  0th  of 
George  III.  the  necessary  purchases  having  been  made, 
and  the  old  buildings  pulled  down,  a  new  market-house, 
on  a  plan  furnished  by  Coplestone  Warre  Bampfylde, 
esq,  was  erected,  which  was  finished  in  1772.  This  is 
an  elegant  building. :  the  front  looks  to  the  north.  The 
house^  which  is  in  the  centre,  is  laid  out  into  different 
apartments  for  the  purposes  of  justice,  amusement,  and 
pleasure ;  as  the  guildhall^  a  reading  room,  assembly 
room,. card  room,  and  billiard  room«  Two  large  wings, 
called  arcades,  accommodate  the  farmers  and  trades- 
men who  attend  the  markets,. whilst  the  butchery  or 
flesh-market  is  formed  of  moveable  standings  placed 
in  rows  on  the  area.before  the  market-house.  This  area^ 
which  is  open  and  spacious,  is  inclosed  with  posts  and 
chains,  and  in  the  middle  of  it  runs  to  the  north  a 
large  pavement  of  brosid  flag  stone,  two  hundred  and 
sixteen  feet  in  length,,and  eighteen  feet  in  width,  called 
The  Paradb. 

On  the  first  story,  besides  a  commodious  room  for 
the  card  tables,  there  is  a  superb  assembly  room,  fifty 
feet  long,  thirty  feet  wide,  and  twenty-four  feet  high, 
with  a  music  gallery.  This  room  is  furnished  with 
two  elegant  and  large  glass  chandeliers,  the  gift  of 
the  late  colonel.  Coxe,  whea  representative  for  the 
county. 

Opposite  to  the  music  gallery  there  is  a  full-length 
portrait  of  his  late  majesty,  king  George  III.  in  the 
robes  of  the  garter,  painted  while  he  was  prince  of 
Wales.     This  picture  was  presented  to  the  trusteea. 
by  the  late  sir  Benjamia  llammet. 
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and  handsome  buildings  bave  risen  up.  The  most 
yeaend  changfe,  in  point  both  of  convenience  and 
appearance,  wa3  produjced  by  carrying  into  execjutioii 
Iba/t  part  of  the  turnpike  act  of  1 778  which  related  to 
l^viag'  the  jslreets.  Ifi  this  l^siness  the  late  sir  Ben- 
jamin Uammet,  then  a  resident  in  the  town,  took  the 
Imd,  i^  1779,  and  by  hh  activiity  and  perseverance 
g&tve  a  specimen,  in  High-street,  of  the  advantages 
)i^hich  would  be  derived  ftiQOd  carryiiig  the  iiew  pave* 
aient  through  every  .strec^t;^  which  has  (been  since  done 
in  .a  Myle  superior  indeed  to  the  .first  specimen,  and* 
Taunton  is  now  among  the  best  paved  tawns  in  the 
J&ingdom. 

SAMM^T-fSTJlKlfiT. 

A  .coosidenible  alteration  in  the  state  pf  a  priacipid 
:part  of  (the  town,  pt  once  highl^y  commodious  and 
ornamental,  was  effected  by  the  operation  qf  an  act 
which  sir  Benjamin  Hammet  was  the  means  of  carry- 
ing through  parliament  in  the  year  1788.  This  act 
enabled  that  gentleman  to  purchase  and  take  down^^ 
.two  houses  in  Fore-street, .  one  in  the  occupation  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Locke,,  the  other  then  empty,  bqt  lately 
in  the  occupation  of  Mr.  William  Pring,  with  «evend 
ather  bouses  aad  buildings ;  and  on  the  site  of  them  to 
layout  and.  open  a. passage  in  a  direct  line  to  St.  Mary 
Magdalen's,  chnreh,  not  less  than  thirty-six  feet  .wide, 
and  to  erect  houses  and  buildings.  Before. this,  the 
eurions  and  elegant  tower  of  .St.  Mary  MagdalenV 
church  waa  almost  hid  from  view  by  buildings;  ,the' 
access  to  .the  chjorch  was  through  a  narrow  \»ne, 
which  did  .  not  .permit  a  carriage  to  pass  without 
incommoding  and  endangering  a  foot  passenger  y 
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THE   GUILDHAIil.. 

The  guildhall  is  a  room  on  the  ground  floor  of  the 
market-house,  properly  fitted  up  for  the  purpose 
where  the  magistrates,  acting  for  the  hundred  of 
Taunton-Dean,  sit  every  Wednesday  and  Saturday 
at  twelve  o'clock,  for  hearing  and  determining  all 
matters  brought  before  them. 

This  room  is  also  appropriated  to  the  use  of  public 
meetings  convened  by  the  magistrates,  or  the  bailiffs  of 
the  borough.  The  lord  of  the  manor's  courts-leet  ar€ 
also  held  in  it,  and  the  trustees  of  the  market  hold  their 
meetings  here. 

ASSIZES  AND  SESSIONS. 

The  Lent  assizes  for  the  county  of  Somerset  ar€ 
always  held  in  the  assize-hall,  in  the  Castle-green^ 
part  of  the  ancient  Castle  of  Taunton ;  as  is  the  court 
of  general  quarter  sessions  for  the  county,  at  Michael* 
mas  in  every  year. 

The  Summer  assizes  are  held,  in  alternate  years,  at 
.Wells  and  Bridgwater.  The  Epiphany  and  Easter 
sessions  are  held  at  Wells,  and  the  Midsummer 
sessions  at  Bridgwater. 

PRISONS. 

There  is  a  large  county  Bridewell  at  Wilton,  calcu- 
lated for  the  confinement  of  about  eighty  prisoners^ 
charged  with  felonies,  misdemeanours,  or  a  breach  of 
the  peace.  No  debtors  are  confined  here.  This  gaol 
was  erected  in  the  year  1754,  and  rebuilt  and  greatly 
enlarged  in  1815. 

There  is  a  small  inconvenient  prison  near  St.  Mary 
Magdalen's  church,  called  ^*  The  Nook,'*  where  refrae-^ 
tory  and  disorderly  persons  are  secured  by  the  con- 
stables ontil  they  can  be  brought  before  a  magistrate.^ 
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MARKETS   AH 

The  priDcipul  market  is  on  Sat 
plied  with  filth  from  both  the  nort 
and  pfentifuil}'  stored  with  pcml 
provisions,  of  the  quality  so  ric 
TauQton  aiay  be  expected  to  pn 
Another  market,  chiefly  for  ■ 
vegetables,  and  fruit,  is  held  en» 
produc-e  of  the  rich  and  extensi 
town,  and  the  Hesh  of  the  cattle 
rounding  pastures,  are  exposed 
day  iu  the  week.  But  it  is  a  si 
that  there  is  not  one  butcher's  e 
the  meat  being  sold  from  movi 
The  tolls  of  the  markets  are  fai 
three  hundred,  and  seventy-foar 
which  may  serve  to  give  the  res 
importance,  and  of  the  quantity 
them.  In  1785,  the  tolls  were 
pounds  per  annum,  and  in  1813, 
forty-two  pounds. 

There  is  a  market  called  "  5 

held  on  the  first  Saturday  in  evi 

reach,  for  sheep  and  cattle.    Xbia 

in  November,  1789,  and  is  wril-i 

There  is  an  annual  fair  beld'i 

town,  on  the  I7lh  uf  June,  for  fa 

cattle.     The  tolls  belong  to  the  I 

BANKS. 

There  are  two  bauking-bouses  ii 

was  eKtablislied  in  1 700,  under  tlie 

Haiamst,  Jeffries,  Woodforde,  ao 

ufiow(1632)coatiDu«dtuid«r-tiu 
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Kinglake.Woodforde,  and  Poole,  who  draw  on  Esdaile 
and  Co,  in  Loin  bard -street,  London. 

The  other  bank  was  estabbshed  in  1800,  tinder  the 
firm  of  John  and  Isnac  Dadcock,  and  is  now  (1S22) 
continaed  under  the  firm  of  John  and  Daniel  Badcock, 
who  draw  n|ion  Ransom  and  Co.  in  Pallmalt,  London, 

The  honrs  of  business  are  from  ten  to  three,  and 
on  Saturdays,  from  ten  to  four, 

SAVINGS-BANK. 

The  West  Somerset  Savin^js-bank  was  established  at 
Tannton,  the  6th  of  September,  I  Kl  7.  by  the  exertions 
and  influence  of  sir  Thomas  B.  Lelhbritlg^e,  bart.  of 
Sandhill-Park,  and  other  gentlemen.  This  itrstitution 
has  been  found,  in  common  with  others  of  the  same 
description,  to  have  excited  a  spirit  of  economy,  inde- 
pendence, and  industry,  amongst  those  classes  of 
persons  in  society  who  are  disposed  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  advantag-es  to  be  derived  from  it.  The  number 
of  depositors,  from  its  commencement,  to  the  6th  of 
September,  1821,  were  two  thousand,  six  hundred, 
and  fifty-three ;  and  the  sums  deposited,  with  the 
interest  thereon  during  the  same  period,  amounted  to 
eighty-nine  thousand,  eight  hundred,  and  ninety-seven 
pounds,  twelve  shillings,  and  eight-pence. 

The  office  is  in  North-street.  The  actuary  ia  Mr. 
Sacheveral  Harwood. 

ANNUITANT    SOCIETY. 

In  the  year  17G5,  the  late  Dr.  Tonlmin  brought 
forward  the  plan  of  an  annuitant  society,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  widows  of  subscribers,  in  which  he  w«s 
seconded  and  assisted  by  major-general  Roberts.  The 
scheme  met  with  some  difficulties,  but  through  Ifre 
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exertions  of  several  gentlemen  of  the  town,,  and  ef 
others  at  Bridgwater  and  in  the  neighbourhood,,  it 
was  finally  adopted  and  carried  into  execution,  and 
the  society  has  existed  ever  since. 

On  the  6th  of  October^  1790,  its  capital  stock 
amounted  to  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  the 
security  of  the  Taunton  turnpikes,  and  to  five  thousand 
pounds  in  the  three  per  cent,  annuities,  besides  three 
hundred  and  seventy-five  pounds  in  dividends  then 
due.  Its  funds  and  annual  subscriptions  then  paid 
fifteen  annuitants  at  twenty  pounds  each,  and  one  at 
ten  pounds,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  years  the 
husbands  of  the  annuitants  had  respectively  subscribed. 

On  the  26th  of  September,  1821,  there  were  only 
thirty-six  subscribers  to  this  society,  at  two  pounds 
seven  shillings  each,  annually.  Its  stock  then  amounted 
to  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  in  the  security  of  the 
Taunton  turnpikes,  and  to  four  thousand  four  hundred 
pounds  in  the  three  per  cent,  annuities,  besides  one 
hundred  and  sixty-three  pounds,  ten  shillings,  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer.  The  interest  of  this  stock,  and 
the  annual  subscriptions,  paid  fifteen  annuitants  at 
only  eleven  pounds  each;  three  at  eight  pounds,  five 
shillings,  each;  and  four  at  five  pounds,  ten  shillings, 
each. 

This  society  originally  consisted  of  one  hundred 
persons,  and  much  interest  was  required  to  become  a 
member  on  any  vacancy ;  but  the  plan  being  cal- 
culated from  the  tables  of  Dr.  Price  on  lives  in 
London,  which  proved  erroneous  when  applied  to 
Jives  in  the  country,  the  annual  subscriptions  were  coUi- 
.sequently  found  to  be  inadequate  to  the  payment  of  the 
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widows*  annuities ;  which  being  continually  lessened^ 
the  number  of  members  also  gradually  decreased,  till 
at  length  it  was  resolved  to  admit  no  more  into  the 
society.  It  is  now  become  a  mere  tontine,  for  the 
benefit  of  those  who  may  be  living  at  any  period  when  it 
shall  be  unanimously  agreed  to  divide  the  capital  stock, 
which  by  their  present  articles  cannot  be  diminished. 

POST-OFFICE. 

The  post-office  is  in  North-street,  opposite  to  the 
Castle  Inn.  The  mail  from  London,  by  way  of  Bath, 
Wells,  Glastonbury,  and  Bridgwater,  arrives  at  Taun- 
ton about  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  proceeds, 
through  Wellington  and  Collumpton,  to  Exeter.  It 
returns  in  the  morning  at  half-past  nine^  and  sets  off 
from  Taunton  to  London,  at  ten  o'clock.  Letters  foj 
London,  and  all  places  eastward  of  Taunton,  should  be 
in  the  office  before  eight  in  the  morning;  and  for 
Exeter,  and  all  places  westward  of  Taunton,  by  two 
in  the  afternoon.  The  post-mistress  is  Miss  Sarah  Daw. 

TAUNTON   AND   SOMERSET   HOSPITAL. 

Since  the  account  of  the  hospital  was  printed  at  page 
207,  the  committee  for  conducting  the  affairs  of  this 
institution,  in  order  to  testify  their  personal  and  official 
estimation  of  the  treasurer.  Dr.  Blake,  requested  him 
to  sit  for  his  portrait.  An  animated  and  faithful  picture 
of  that  gentleman  was  accordingly  painted  by  Mr. 
Ponsford,  an  artist  then  in  Taunton,  which  has  since 
.been  placed  in  the  committee  room,  as  a  grateful 
memorial  of  Dr.  Blake's  undeviating  solicitude  to 
advance  the  character  and  prosperity  of  the  hospital. 
A  complete  electrical  apparatus  was  lately  presented 
to  the  institution  by  Dr.  Blake. 

From  the  annual  report  it  appears^  that,  since  thjt 
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the  iDfirmary  was  first  opened,  to  March  the  first,  1821, 

was 1034 

Of  whom  were  cured,  -    -       782 

Benefited, 109 

Incurable,       *     .     .     •     .       63 
Remain  on  the  books,     *    •      30 

I^UNATfC  ASYLUM. 

In  the  year  1820,  was  opened,  in  the  immediate 
vicinity  of  this  town,  by  Messrs.  Nehemiah  and  James 
Dock,  surgeons,  a  large  and  respectable  asylum  for 
the  care  and  cure  of  persons  labouring  under  mental 
derangement,  named  '<  TheTauoton  Lunatic  Asylum," 
upon  the  plan  of  the  York  Retreftt,(the  benefits  of  which 
«re  confined  to  members  of  the  Society  of  Friends,) 
so  justly  celebrated  for  its  mild  and  humane  treatment 
of  the  patients  confined  there.      In  the  management, 
iMkpted  by  Messrs.  Duck,  of  those  perse:. -s  who  are 
placed  under  their  care,  they  have  entirely  exploded 
the   unnecessary  coercive    measures    and    corporeal 
punishments  too  well  known  to  have  been  practised 
in  some  lunatic  asylums,  and  substituted  a  system  of 
kindness  and  attention  to  the  comforts  of  the  patients, 
with  such  medical  assistance  as  the  various  symptoms 
•of  tlieir  disease  may  require,  as  being  more  congenial 
to  the  dictates  of  reason  and  humanity.     One  of  the 
proprietors  resides  in  the  house  to  superintend    its 
management.     Suitable  accommodations  are  provided 
for  patients  in  every  class  of  life.     The  situation  is 
extremely  healthy  and. pleasant,  being  dry,  and  com- 
manding fine  views  of  the  surrounding  country, so  that 
this  institution  altogether  forms   a   very   desirable 
for  its  unfortunate  inmates. 
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In  the  year  1766,  when  the  first  reading  society  was 
formed  iq  TauntoD,  it  was  found  difficult  to  meet  with 
twelve  gentlemen,  disposed  to  form  such  a  literaiy 
association.  This  society  still  exists,  and  is  in  a  floa« 
jishing  state.  It  is  confined  to  twenty-five  members 
resident  in  Taunton,  or  within  six  miles  of  it.  Eacfai 
member  pays  one  guinea  on  being  elected,  and  one 
guinea  annually ;  and  he  may  order  any  book,  on  con-, 
dition  of  taking  it,  when  the  society  have  done  with  it, 
at  half  the  original  price,  if  it  will  not  sell  for  more, 
and  at  two  thirds,  if  the  price  should  exceed  one  guinea. 

A  second  reading  society  was  formed  a  few  years 
since,  upon  a  plan  similar  to  that  above-mentioned. 
This  consists  of  twenty-four  members,  who  each  pay 
two  guineas  and  a  half  on  their  admission,  and  half  a 
guinea  annually.  Every  member  is  allowed  to  order 
what  books  he  thinks  proper,  on  condition  that  he 
takes  every  such  book  at  one  third  of  the  original  price, 
if  it  does  not  exceed  seven  shillings  and  six-pence ;  at 
one  half,  if  it  does  not  exceed  two  guineas ;  and  at 
two  thirds  for  all  books,  above  two  guineas  in  price,  i£ 
they  do  not  sell  for  more. 

In  1790,  there  were  four  book  societies  in  this  town,, 
one  of  which,  being  then  recently  established,  was 
confined  to  ladies.  The  latter  has  been,  for  some  years, 
discontinued. 

SUNDAY   SCHOOLS. 

On  the  13th  of  March,  1788,  a  society  was  formed, 
for  the  institution  of  Sunday  schools  in  thistown,  whick 
met  with  a  ready  and  generous  support.     It  inchuledt 
in  its  benevolent  .operation,   the  instruction  of  two 
hundred  children.    But  while  it  was  a  buiineis  of 

aq 
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PITT   CLUB. 

*  A  club  for  the  celebration  of  the  birth-day  of  the 
right  honourable  William  Pitt,  and  of  the  political 
system  pursued  by  that  minister,  in  conducting  the 
domestic  and  foreign  relations  of  the  government  of 
Great  Britain,  was  instituted  at  Taunton,  in  the  year 
1815,  and  called  the  Somerset  and  Taunton  Pitt  Club. 
The  number  of  members  is  about  one  hundred.  The 
anniversary  meeting  is  on  the  28th  of  May.* 

MASONIC   I.OI>GE. 

•The  lodge  of  Unanimity  and  Sincerity,  No.  497, 
was  instituted  at  Ilminster,  in  1788,  and  removed 
thence  to  Taunton,  on  the  18th  of  September,  1797. 
The  number  of  members  is  about  sixty.  In  1818,  a 
warrant  was  issued  from  the  grand  chapter  of  royal 
arch  masons,  of  which  the  duke  of  Sussex  is  the  prin* 
cipal,  to  enable  the  brethren  of  this  lodge  to  assemble 
in  that  degree  of  masonry.  The  lodge  is  at  Willie'tf 
London  Inn.  The  officers  for  1822  are  James  Billett, 
W.  M.  Francis  Townsend,  P.  M.  Hugh  Norris,  S.  W. 
Samuel  Melhnish,  J.  W.  James  Bale,  treasurer; 
Thomas  Lake,  secretary. 

'  Id  1780,  some  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  neighbourhood* 
influeliced   by   patriotic  priuciples,    formed    themseltes  into  aa 
association,  to  celebrate  annually,  on  the  4th  of  November,  the 
glorious  reTolution  of  1688;  as  an  eTent,  to  'which,  under  God^ 
this  country  owes  its  deli?erance  from  popery  and  arbitrary  power; 
and  to  avow  themselves,  in  the  most  eiplicit  manner,  adrocates  for 
the  pure  and  genuine  principles  of  cifil  and  religious  liberty.     At 
the  oeit  meetiftg,  on  November  4th,  1790,  their  numbers  wera 
increased,  and  it  was  then  agreed  to  hold  an  annual  meeting,  on  the 
14th  of  July,  in  commemoration  of  the  rerolution  in  France^  and 
the  capture  of  the  Bastilc*     T* 
This  society  has  ceased  to  exbt  for  many  years. 
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POPUI-ATION. 

The  preceding  pages  of  this  chapter  have  presentedF 
an  agreeable  view  of  the  modern  improvements,  giving 
to  the  present  state  of  the  town,  in  many  instances 
of  embellishmenty  convenience,  and  utility,  advantage 
above  what  its  inhabitants  formerly  enjoyed.  We 
mast  now  touch  on  a  point  in  which  it  has  evidently 
declined  from  its  former  state,  and  that  is  its  Popula- 
tion. 

When  the  poll-tax  was  laid  on  by  William  III.-  in 
1689,  the  inhabitants  of  Taunton  amounted  to  upwards 
of  twenty  thousand  persons.  This  calculation  has  been 
adopted  and  transmitted,  ever  since,  by  one  writer  aft^r 
another.  In  the  succeeding  reign  of  queeiv  Anne,  thiif 
was  called  her  **  nursery  for  soldiers*"  But  modern 
authors  have  committed  a  great  error,  by  following  the 
estimate  at  which  the  number  of  the  people  was  fixed 
in  those  periods.  The  numbers  admitted  to  poll,  at 
different  elections,  do  not  appear  to  have,  even  then, 
borne  that  proportion  to  the  whole,  which  such  a  state, 
of  population  would  produce.  For, 
In  1695  there  were  polled     -    -     -      533- 

1698  -  • 577 

1700 553 

1702 565 

1710 ^  .   976 

1714 1017 

The  unsuccessful  candidates,  at  this  last  election, 
alleged,  that  this  great  number  was  formed  by  the 
illegal  i^onduct  of  the  mayor;  for  the  poll,  in  time 
past,  had  usually  consisted  only  of  six  hundred ;  and,, 
by  a  narrow  scrutiny  made  into  the  whole  parish  of 
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Married  persons,  -----     ll^i 

Widowersj 106 

Widows, 280 

Under  15  years  of  age,  -     -     -     1695 
Above  50  and  not  70  years  old,       797 

Above  70, 258 

Above  80  and  under  90,      -    ^        69 
Above  90  and  under  100,     -     -         11 

At  100, I 

At  102, 1 

The  number  of  persons  in  Taunton  above  fifty  years* 
of  age,  being  more  than  one  sixth  of  the  whole  number 
of  inhabitants,  especially  if  added  to  the  number  of 
those  who  have  reached  beyond  seventy,  must  be 
allowed  to  speak  in  favour  of  the  salubrity  of  its  air, 
and  prove,  that  its  decrease^  in  respect  of  population,, 
should  not  be  ascribed  to  epidemical  diseases,  or  an 
unwholesome  situation,,  but  to  the  emigration  of  the 
labouring  class,  under  the  notion  of  bettering  their 
condition  ia  some  olher  place* 


^  From  the  returns  made  to  the  ^oq|le  of  Commons- 
in  1801,  it  appears  tha^  tl|e  population  of  Tauntoi^ 
stood  thus;f«-« 

Ho«|s«s  ifibabited^     -     -    -    -     1146 
-^ — r^-  not  inhabitedf    -    -    -        48 

Families^ 1308 

Males  .    2450^g^^j^j^^,    .    „g^ 

Females,  33443 

Increase  from  1790  to  1801,    -      322 
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it  pays  a  g^reater  sum  than  the  town  of  Bridg^water, 

and  the  cities  of  Bath  and  Wells,  together,  which  are 

three  of  the  most  ancient  and  capital  towns  in  the 

county,  and  the  first  of  those  cities  has  amazingly 

increased  in  extent,  number  of  buildings,  and  popula- 

tion^     The  land  tax,  at  four  shillings  in  the  pound, 

produces  at 

jB.    9.    d.  jS.  9.    d. 

Bath,    ....  443     6    0    Taunton  borough,  7U  3    0 

WelJs,  -     ..  -     -  480  17     6     Holway  tithing,     .  M6  15     0 

Bridgwater  &  Haj.  Taanton   St.  James 

grore  tithing,    -  366     5    0        town.side,     .    .  215  5  10 

Ditto  land.8ide,     .  262  13    0 

1,290     8     6     Paid  bj  Taunton,      1,490  16  10 
COUfJTY-RATB . 

In  the  year  1742,  in  pursuance  of  the  statute  of  the 
12th  of  George  II.  and  by  an  order  of  the  court  of 
quarter-sessions,  held  at  Taunton,  when  one  hundred 
pounds  should  be  raised  by  a  county-rate,  the  proportion 
of  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  Magdalen  to  that  sum  wa« 
nine  shillings  and  six-pence,  and  that  of  the  parish  of 
St.  James  two  shillings  and  six-pence  farthing. 

<  In  the  year  1818,  a  committee  of  magistrates  was 
appointed  at  the  court  of  quarter-sessions,  to  take  into 
consideration  the  assessments  to  the  property- tax, 
under  schedule  A,and  to  report  their  opinion  **  whether 
the  same  does  not  afford  the  most  convenient  basis  for 
establishing  a  fair  and  equal  county-rate." 

'  The  committee  accordingly  reported,  ''  that  the 
present  county-rate  is  most  unequal  and  most  partial, 
and  therefore  most  unjust  and  oppressive. 

''That  the  gross  inequality  of  the  cowty-rate  calls 
loudly  for  the  interference  of  the  court,  and  for  the 
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run  through  it.  About  the  year  1770,  only  one  coach, 
besides  that  which  ran  to  London  three  times  a  week, 
passed  through  it,  in  the  whole  week.  This  coach  was 
two  days  going  from  Bristol  to  Exeter,  and  as  many 
on  the  return ;  and  both  times  lodged  at  Taunton. 

Before  the  turnpike-roads,  the  Taunton  stage  to 
London  did  not  finish  its  journey  in  less  than  four 
days,  which'in  1790  it  executed  in  two.  It  sat  out 
from  Taunton,  and  from  London,  every  Monday, 
Wednesday,  and  Friday  morning,  at  four  o'clock,  and 
arrired  at  each  place  on  the  evening  of  the  following 
days ;  and  in  the  summer  months,  by  going  all  night, 
arrived  in  London  at  noon. 

In  1790,  there  was  only  one  coach  which  ran  through 
Taunton  from  Bristol  to  Exeter ;  and  one  from  Bath 
to  Exeter. 

<  In  the  year  1673,  a  paaiphlet  wm  published,  which  is  reprinted 
in  the  Harleian  Miscellany,  toI.  Tiii.  p.  13,  entitled,  «  The  Grand 
Concern  of  England  Explained,"  in  which,  amongst  many  other 
projects,  there  is  one,  <<  for  suppressing  the  mnltitude  of  stage 
coaches  and  cararans."  In  this  pamphlet  we  find  the  following 
partlcolars,  relating  to  the  stage  coaches  of  that  period : — 

'^  Formerly,"  says  the  author,  <<  ereiy  man  that  had  occasion 
to  travel  many  jonmeys  yearly,  or  to  ride  np  and  down,  kept  horses 
for  himself  and  servants,  and  seldom  rid  without  one  or  two  men  ; 
Irat  now,  since  every  man  can  hare  a  passage  into  every  place  he  b 
to  travel  unto,  or  to  some  place  within  a  few  miles  of  that  part  he 
designs  to  go  nnto,  they  have  left  keeping  of  horses,  and  travel 
without^  servants ;  and  York,  Chester,  and  Exeter  stage-coaches^ 
each  of  them  with  forty  horses  a-piece,  carry  eighteen  passengers 
a  week  from  London  to  either  of  these  places,  and,  in  like  manner, 
as  many  in  retom  from  these  places  to  London ;  which  come  in  tlM 
whole  to  one  thousand,  eight  hundred,  and  seventy  .two  in  the  year. 
Now  take  it  for  granted,  that  ail  tliat  are  carried  from  London  f^ 
those  plaoM  are  fh»  wmt  that  iro  bronght  tiick^  yet  are  there  nine 
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fay  forty  Bhilliags  a>.piece  in  summer-time^  forty.fire  shillings  in 
irifitery  for  your  passage  ;  and  as  much  from  those  places  back  to 
Londoo  ;  besides  ia  the  journey  they  change  coachmen  four  times  ; 
and  there  are  few  passengers  but  give  twelte-pence  to  each  coachman 
at  the  end  of  his  stage,  which  comes  to  eight  shillings  in  the  journey 
backward  and  forward,  and  zi  least  three  shillings  comes  to  each 
passenger's  share,  to  pay  for  the  coachman's  drink  on  the  road:  so 
that  in  summer-time  the  passage  backward  and  forward  to  any  of 
these  places  costs  four  pounds  eleren  shillings,  in  the  winter  fiTO 
pounds  one  shilling,  and  this  only  for  eight  days'  riding  in  the 
summer,  and  twelve  in  the  winter.     Then,  when  the  passengers 
come  to  London,  they  must  hate  lodgings,  which  perhaps  may  cost 
them  fire  or  six  shillings  a  week,  and  that  in  fourteen  days  amounts 
vnto  ten  or  tweWe  shillings,  which  makes  the  four  pounds  eleTea 
shiHings  either  five  pounds  one  shilling,   or  five  pounds  three 
shillings;  or   the  five  pounds  one  shilling  five  pounds  eleven 
shillings,  or  five  pounds  thirteen  shillings ;  besides  the  inconveniency 
of  having  meat  from  the  cooks,  at  double  the  price  they  might  have 
k  for  in  inns.     But  if  stage-coaches  were  down,  and  men  travelled 
again,  as  formerly,  on  horseback ;  then,  when  they  came  into  their 
inns,  they  would  pay  nothing  for  lodgings ;  and  as  there  would  ei« 
cellent  horses  be  bred  and  kept  by  gentlemen  for  their  own  use,  so 
would  there  be  by  others  that  would  keep  them  on  purpose  to  let, 
which  would,  as  formerly,  be  let  at  ten  or  twelve  shillings  per  wedL, 
and  in  many  places  for  six,  eight,  or  nine  shillings  per  week :  but  ad« 
matting  the  lowest  price  to  be  twelve  shillings,  if  a  man  comes  from 
York,  Exeter,  or  Chester,  to  London,  be  five  days  coming,  five  days 
going,  and  stay  twelve  days  in  London  to  despatch  his  business, 
(which  is  the  most  that  country  chapmen  usually  do  stay,)  all  this 
would  be  but  three  weeks ;  so  that  his  horse-hire  would  come  but  to 
one  pound  sixteen  shillings ;  his  horse.meat  at  fourteen.pence  per 
day,  one  with  another,  which  is  the  highest  that  can  be  reckoned 
upon,  would  come  but  to  one  pound  five  shillings ;  in  all  three  pounds 
one  shilling  :  so  that  there  would  be,  at  least,  forty  or  fifty  shillings 
saved  of  what  coach.hire  and  lodgings  will  cost  him* 

**  From  Northampton  men  pay  for  passage  in  coach  to  London 
sixteen  shillings,  and  so  much  back;  from  Bristol  twenty  .fire  shiL- 
lings ;  from  Bath  twfpty  shilUngSi  fromSalbbttry  twenty  jh^Iiiff, 
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The. North  Devon  Teleffv^h  srvivea  from  London, 
in  23  hours,  every  morning*  at  eight,  except  Mondays ; 
and  returns  every  afternoon,  except  Sundays,  at  half 
past  four.  This  coach  runs  from  WhitmasKs  coach 
office^  adjoining  the  Castle  Inn,  every  Tuesday,  Thurs- 
day, and  Saturday,  through  Wincanton  and  Salisbury  ; 
and  every  Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday,  through 
Bruton,  Frome,  and  Warminster. 

Balh. 

The  Royal  Mail  coach,  from  the  London  Inn^  every 
morning  at  half  past  nine. 

Coach  to  Bath,  from  the  Castle  Inn,  every  day, 
•extept  Sundays,  at  half  past  twelve. 

Martin's  caravan>  from  the  Belllnn^  every  Tuesday, 
Thursday,  and  Saturday,  at  eight  in  the  morning. 

Bristol. 

Coach  to  Bristol,  from'  WhitmasKs  office,  every 
morning  at  half  past  eleven. 

Also  from  the  Bell  Inn,  every  night  at  half  past  nine. 

Also  from  the(Teor^r/nn,every  night  at  half  past  nine. 

Barnstaple. 

Coach  to  Barnstaple,  through  Wellington,  Tiverton, 
and  South-Molton,  every  day,  except  Sundays,  from 
WhiimasKs  office. 

Bridport. 

Coach  to  Bridport,  through  Ilminster  and  Crew- 
kerne,  from  the  London  Inn,  every  morning,  except 
Sundays,  at  half  past  five. 

Exeter. 

Royal  Mail  coach,  from  the  London  Inn,  through 
Wellington  and  Collumpton,  every  afternoon  at  half 
past  three. 
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